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PREFACE. 

CJXJCH  are  the  cares  and  interruptions  incident  to  an 
extensive  pastoral  cliarge,  that  he  who  considers 
them  will  not  wonder  that  this  publication  has  been 
somewhat  delayed.  It  was  a  work  from  which  I 
would  gladly  have  shrunk ;  but  it  was  laid  upon  me 
by  the  highest  human  authority  I  ever  knew;  as  he 
who  is  the  subject  of  the  narrative  e2q)ressed  on  his 
death-bed  the  desire,  that  whatsoever  should  appear 
in  the  way  of  public  memorial  might  proceed  from 
two  of  his  sons  whom  he  named  for  this  purpose. 
For  reasons  not  interesting  to  the  general  reader,  the 
task  has  devolved  solely  on  me.  I  girded  myself  for 
it  under  all  the  disadvantages  of  a  conviction  long 
since  formed,  that  in  many  respects  a  son  is  not  the 
proper  biographer  of  a  father.  Though  his  know- 
ledge of  fects  and  character  may  be  supposed  to  be 
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intimate,  he  is  in  danger  either  of  writing  a  panegyric^ 
or  of  falling  below  the  tmth  in  attempting  to  avoid 
it.  In  almost  every  page  I  confess  myself  to  have 
been  hamited  by  the  apprehension  of  overstating, 
overcolonring,  and  giving  undue  importance  to  do- 
mestic traits.  If  this  evil  has  been  incurred,  it  has 
not  been  from  wilftd  suppression  of  tnith,  but  from 
the  warping  influence  of  a  loving  veneration.  It 
would  have  been  as  natural  as  it  was  consonant  to 
my  feelings,  to  speak  of  my  dear  and  honoured  father 
under  that  tender  appellation ;  but  the  wish  to  avoid 
obtruding  my  own  person  everywhere  as  thus  con- 
nected, has  led  me  to  name  him  as  he  was  known  by 
others. 

One  of  the  difficulties  of  the  performance  ought 
to  be  clearly  stated.  The  two  ordinary  and  most  co- 
pious sources  of  a  religious  biography,  are  a  private 
diary  and  epistolary  correspondence.  As  it  regards 
the  former,  my  father,  after  his  years  of  boyhood, 
kept  no  personal  journal  His  letters,  it  is  true,  were 
numerous;  but  they  were  to  a  remarkable  extent 
bare  letters  of  business.  Of  hundreds  now  in  my 
hands,  the  greater  part  contain  no  passage  which  ad- 
mits of  being  extracted,  and  most  of  the  remainder 
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iiinnfih  only  scattered  sentences.  My  hearty  thanks 
are  due  to  those  pupils  and  other  Mends  of  my  &ther, 
who  have  sent  me  letters  received  from  him;  the 
number  of  such  &yonrs  has  prevented  distinct  and 
private  acknowledgment.  Some  of  these  arrived  too 
late  to  be  inserted  in  the  text  In  the  absence  of  the 
materials  jnst  named^  I  have  had  to  rely  upon  two 
classes  of  authorities.  In  the  first  place,  my  father, 
after  the  middle  of  his  life,  threw  upon  paper  large 
TMDiniscences  of  his  own  career,  and  the  history  of 
his  early  friends  and  acquaintances.  Greater  use  would 
have  been  made  of  these  manuscripts,  if  he  had  not 
expressly  forbidden  them  to  be  made  public  in  their 
original  form.  I  have  gone  to  the  utmost  limit  of  his 
supposed  permission,  in  these  autobiographical  ex- 
tracts. Unfortimately,  they  do  not  extend  at  all 
into  the  second  and  more  conspicuous  half  of  his  life. 
The  other  source  has  therefore  been  the  chief  re- 
liance, as  to  this  period ;  namely,  my  own  personal 
recollections,  aided  and  corrected  by  those  of  his 
&mily  and  friends. 

In  those  parts  which  are  made  up  from  Ids  manu- 
script records,  I  have  once  or  twice  allowed  myself, 
niher  than  mutilate  his  account,  to  repeat  the  same 
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events  and  opinions,  as  expressed  by  him  in  different 
connections.  In  some  few  instances,  I  have  been  con- 
strained to  retnm  to  topics  ah^eady  treated  and  appar 
rently  dismissed,  thus  disturbing  the  arrangement; 
because  new  matter  on  these  points  came  in  while  the 
book  was  going  through  the  press.  The  excellent 
steel  engraving  which  accompanies  these  pages  is  firom 
the  best  representations  which  art  has  been  able  to 
produce.  But  it  ought  to  be  added,  that  no  likeness 
has  been  other  than  a  failure,  in  respect  to  the 
animation  of  his  features  and  the  liquid  brilliancy  of 
his  eye. 

It  is  my  humble  prayer,  that  this  memorial  of  one 
who  devoted  his  best  powera,  for  a  long  period,  to 
the  service  of  truth,  of  the  Church,  and  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  may  be  made  conducive  to  the  interests  of 
religion. 

Nsw-YpBK,  Mareh  18,  1S64. 
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CHAPTER  FIEST. 

» 

1772—1788. 

DUOBNT — THB  eBBAT  YAIXXT— OLD  ABOHTBAT.I>  UJEXiJffDXB — ^PASXN- 
TAOB — SLTTTSL  PLAOB — ^BABLT  SCHOOLS — THB  WAB — WHJJAM  OBA- 
HAM-^>BIBBTLT — 0LA88I0AI.  TBiUnNO. 

ABOUT  the  year  1736,  as  nearly  as  can  now  be  discovered, 
three  brothers  named  Alexander  emigrated  to  Ame- 
rica. Though  they  came  bova  Ireland,  they  were  of  the 
Scottish  race,  and  their  father,  Thomas  Alexander,  had 
removed  fix)m  Scotland  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Londonderry. 
One  of  these  brothers,  Archibald  Alexander,  settled  first  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  his  son  William  was  bom  upon  the 
HFer  Schuylkill  The  three  brothers  were  well  educated, 
and  one  of  them,  Bobert,  was  a  teacher  of  mathematics. 
After  a  residence  of  more  than  two  years  in  Pennsylvania, 
Archibald  Alexander  removed  to  New  Virginia,  as  the  ooun- 
tiy  was  then  called ;  his  son  William,  being  at  the  time 
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2  REVIVAL — THB    VALLEY. 

aboat  nine  years  of  age.     He  was  among  the  eailiest  settlert 
of  that  particular  r^on. 

"  While  he  resided  in  Pennsylvania/'  says  the  personal 
narrative  to  which  we  are  to  be  indebted  for  most  of  our 
£Etcts,  ^^  the  Great  Bevival  which  spread  its  benign  influence 
over  so  large  a  portion  of  America^  extended  to  the  congre- 
gation in  which  he  lived^  and  he  became  a  subject  oi  the 
.  good  work,  under  the  preaching  of  Mr.  Bowland.  This  fiact 
I  learned  from  old  Dr.  Robert  Smith  of  Pequea,  who  knew, 
him  well,  and  told  me  in  1791,  when  I  was  at  his  house, 
that  he  had  often  met  with  my  grandfather  during  that 
period,  following  Mr.  Bowland  far  aiyl  near.'' 

No  better  notion  of  the  locality  here  principally  con- 
cerned can  be  obtain^,  than  fix)m  some  paragraphs  left  by 
the  subject  of  this  narrative.  "  The  Great  Valley  of  Vir- 
ginia, or  as  it  is  commonly  called  in  the  State,  the  Valley ^  is 
dtuated  between  the  Blue  Bidge  and  the  North  Mountain  ; 
and  its  general  direction  is  the  same,  from  northeast  to 
southwest.  It  is  a  continuation  of  the  same  valley  which, 
commencing  on  the  Delaware  at  Easton,  passes  entirely 
through  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  including  Bethlehem, 
Beading,  Harrisburg,  Carlisle,  Shippensburg,  Chambersburg, 
and  many  other  flourishing  towns  and  villages,  and  extends 
through  Maryland  to  the  Potomac.  On  the  south  side  of 
this  river  the  Valley  of  Virginia  commences,  and  runs  nearly 
through  the  State,  embracing  in  its  whole  extent,  from  the 
Delaware  to  the  New  or  Eanhawa  Biver,  as  rich,  as  varie- 
gated, and  as  well  watered  a  region,  as  can  be  found  in  the 
United  States.     The  width  of  this  valley,  from  mountain  to 
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mountain,  varies  fiom  ten  to  thirty  mfles  ;  fifteen  miles  may 
be  considered  the  mean  breadth.  There  is  also  a  great  dif- 
fidence in  the  sor&ce  ;  in  some  parts  the  land  is  flat,  but 
rises  in  others  into  high  hills,  which  every  where  in  their  nn- 
cnltivated  state  are  covered  with  forests  of  timber,  which  is 
often  very  large.  It  is,  thronghont,  a  limestone  country ;  and 
in  some  places  the  rocks  almost  cover  the  sm&ce  of  the 
gionnd.  Within  these  rocks  are  many  caverns,  in  some  of 
which  the  waters  collect  in  such  quantities,  that  in  many 
places,  springs  burst  forth  with  a  stream  sufficient  to  turn  a 
large  waterwheeL  The  ledges  of  limestone  running  above 
the  surfiu»,  and  generally  inclined  at  a  considerable  angle  to 
the  horizon,  cause  the  roads  to  be  rough  and  very  unpleasant 
for  wheels.  Through  the  whole  extent  of  this  valley,  wheat 
and  other  kinds  of  com  are  cultivated  with  great  success. 
Perhaps  for  the  extent  of  it,  it  is  the  best  wheat  land  in 
America.  It  is  an  excellent  farming  country,  with  a  deep 
stiff  clay  soil,  susceptible  when  exhausted  of  great  improve- 
ment firom  the  gypsum  and  the  lime  obtained  from  the  rocks. 
^^  Although  the  region  under  consideration  is  now  the  cen- 
tral part  of  Virginia,  it  generally  received  its  inhabitants 
from  a  source  very  different  from  that  of  the  remaining  por- 
tions ;  for  while  the  latter  are  firom  a  pure  English  stock,  the 
former  are  Scotch-Irish  and  Glerman  in  their  origin.  The 
people  called  the  Scotch-Irish  are  all  Presbyterians,  and 
descending  from  the  Scotch,  have  nevertheless  for  several 
generations  resided  in  the  north  of  Ireland.  They  are  a  peo- 
jie  of  marked  traits,  differing  entirely  from  the  native  Irish^ 
and  from  the  descendants  of  the  English  in  Ireland.     They 
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have  also  acquired  characteristics  which  distingtush  them 
from  the  Scotch.  These  people  settled  in  Ireland  at  difiFer- 
ent  periods ;  but  most  of  them  went  over  in  the  times  of 
persecution  under  the  Stuarts.  When  Penhsylvania  was 
laid  open  for  settlement,  and  freedom  of  religion  was  promised 
to  all  denominations  by  William  Penn,  many  emigrated  to 
that  colony,  and  settled  in  the  southern  and  eastern  counties, 
and  in  the  three  cor-nties  which  have  since  composed  the 
State  of  Delaware.  As  the  settlements  extended,  they 
spread  themselves  westward,  and  were  generally  among  the 
foremost  to  occupy  new  lands.  Many  of  them  therefore 
entered  the  Great  Valley  before  described,  about  Harrisburg 
and  Carlisle,  also  towards  the  Potomac,  and  beyond  it  into 
Virginia.  The  time  of  the  earliest  emigration  from  Ireland 
was  probably  from  1720  to  1740.  About  the  last  mentioned 
date,  some  persons  had  penetrated  so  far  along  the  valley  as 
to  reach  the  waters  of  the  great  Powhatan,  commonly  called 
the  James  Kiver.  This  part  of  the  valley,  though  uneven 
and  in  many  places  rocky,  was  found  to  be  exceedingly  fer- 
tile, and  the  ^coves'  and  gaps  in  the  mountains  furnished 
good  grazing  for  cattle.  So  favourable  a  report  was  brought 
back  by  the  explorers,  that  many  families  in  eastern  Penn- 
sylvania determined  to  remove  to  New  Virginia,  as  that 
region  was  then  called. 

•  "  Between  1740  and  1750  a  great  emigration  toot  place  ; 
and  as  an  unhappy  schism  then  existed  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  dividing  it  into  the  Old  Side  and  Hew  Side,  as  the 
parts  were  called,  the  people  of  these  parties  settled,  not 
promiscuously,  but  in  separate  groups,  which  became  the 
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genns  of  new  congregations;  for  when  a  settlement  was 
once  made,  it  was  rapidly  increased  eveiy  year  by  emigrants, 
not  only  from  Pennsylvania  but  directly  from  Ireland.  The 
emigrants  from  congregations  of  the  Old  Side  planted  them- 
aelves  in  compact  bodies  in  that  part  of  the  Valley  east  and 
Booth  of  Staonton,  and  even  extended  themselves  over  the 
Blue  Bidge  at  Bockfish  Gap,  immediately  below  which  they 
found  some  rich  and  beautiful  land  on  Bockfish  Biver.  In 
a  very  few  years  there  were  three  ministers  of  the  gospel  sta- 
tioned among  them.  The  Bev.  Mr.  Craig  took  charge  of  the 
Angosta  Church,  and  that  of  Tinkling  Spring ;  the  Bev.  Mr. 
Miller,  of  Mossy  Creek  and  Harrisonburg ;  and  the  Bev.  Mr. 
Black,  of  Bockfish,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Blue  Bidge. 
That  part  of  the  vaUey  which  lies  southwest  of  Staunton,  as 
&r  as  the  Forks  of  James  Biver,  was  settled  principally  by 
adherents  of  the  New  Side.  The  congregations  of  Hebron, 
Bethel,  New  Providence,  Timber  Bidge,  and  the  Forks, 
with  some  mixture  of  the  others,  were  chiefly  of  the  New 
Side.  The  first  minister  who  settled  in  this  part  of  the 
Valley,  was  the  Bev.  John  Brown,  who  was  bom  in  Ireland, 
but  received  his  education,  at  least  the  finishing  part  of  it, 
in  this  country ;  for  he  was  a  graduate  of  the  Coll^  of  New 
Jersey.  When  licensed  he  visited  New  Virginia,  and  re- 
ceived a  call  from  New  Providence  and  Timber  Bidge,  which 
then  formed  but  one  congregation.  The  next  preacher  of 
this  party  was,  I  think,  Mr.  Cummins,  who  preached  at  the 
North  Hountain  (Hebron)  and  Bethel.  In  the  Forks,  that 
is  the  region  about  Lexington  and  further  on  towards  the 
James  River,  there  was  no  settled  pastor  before  Mr.  Gra- 
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•ham/'*  And  here  we  resume  the  personal  narrative: 
"  The  congregation  to  which  my  grandfather  belonged  must 
have  been  Norriton,  in  the  vicinity  of  Norristown,  which  did 
not  then  exist.  It  was  divided  into  two,  and  the  friends  of 
the  revival  bnilt  a  new  house  of  worship,  which  they  called 
Providence.  From  this  many  families  emigrated  to  New 
Virginia,  settled  t(^ether,  and  built  a  meeting-house,  which 
they  called  New  Providence.  As  the  congregation  was  ex- 
tensive, they  built  another  on  Timber  Kidge,  ten  or  twelve 
miles  fhrther  along  the  valley.  My  grandfather's  residence 
was  within  the  bounds  of  the  latter ;  my  father's  &rm  was 
adjoining. 

"  I  have  often  wondered  why  he  chose  a  residence  in  a 
part  of  the  valley  so  hilly  and  precipitous,  when  the  whole 
country  was  before  him,  and  when  land  could  be  had  for  a 
mere  trifle.  But  I  have  understood  that  the  selection  was 
judiciously  made,  on  account  of  the  fine  pasturage  in  the 
mountains,  made  accessible  to  cattle  by  the  gap  of  Irish 
Creek." 

Archibald  Alexander  was  a  man  of  some  remarkable 
points.  At  the  solicitation  of  others,  and  ibr  the  sake  of  his 
children,  he  gave  lessons  to  such  of  the  neighbouring  youth 
as  would  resort  to  him  at  night.  "  The  appearance  of  my 
grandfather,"  the  narrative  continues,  "I  remember  very 
well  He  was  rather  below  the  common  height,  but  was 
thick-set,  broad-breasted  and  strongly  built.  His  &ce  was 
broad,  and  his  eyes  laige,  black,  and  prominent.  The  ex- 
pression of  his  countenance  was  calm  and  benignant,  and  his 

•  MS.  Life  of  the  Rev.  William  Graham. 
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manner  of  speaking  was  very  kind  and  a£fectionate.  He 
raiaed  a  company  of  men,  called  Bangers ;  and  as  their  cap- 
tain performed  a  tonr  of  duty  on  the  Great  Kanhawa  and  the 
Ohio.  For  this  service  he  received,  in  connection  with  other 
officers,  a  right  to  locate  several  thousand  acres  of  land  in 
Kentucky.  Perhaps  no  man  ever  left  behind  him  a  higher 
character  tor  uprightness  and  benignity,  than  old  Ersbell 
Alexander^  as  he  was  called  by  the  Scotch  people.  I  have 
heard  him  spoken  of  by  men  of  all  classes,  without  any  va- 
riation in  their  testimony  to  his  worth.  A  large  part  of 
Bockbridge  County  was  included  in  a  grant  made  by  the 
King  to  a  certain  Mr.  Burden,  and  was  called,  within  my 
memory,  Burden's  Tract.  When  Burden  died,  he  left  my 
grand&ther  sole  executor  of  his  will,  with  authority  to  sign 
numerous  deeds  for  land  already  sold.  This  high  trust  he 
executed  with  fidelity  ;  and  although  he  had  such  opportu- 
nities of  appropriating  to  his  own  use  any  quantity  of  good 
land,  he  never  seemed  to  have  the  least  desire  to  become 
wealthy.  When  he  first  came  to  the  country,  he  only  took 
up  as  much  land  as  would  make  moderate  farms  for  himself 
and  his  two  sons ;  and  to  each  of  these,  when  grown,  he 
gave  portions.  They,  however,  surveyed  tracts  on  Irish 
Greek,  which  at  this  day  are  among  the  most  valuable  lands 
in  the  neighbourhood.'' 

William  Alexander,  son  of  the  preceding,  enjoyed  fewer 

^  opportunities  of  education  ;  yet,  being  of  an  active  mind,  and 

having  more  access  to  books  than  his  companions,  he  ao- 

quired  a  considerable  ftmd  of  knowledge.    It  is  indicative  of 

the  domestic  habits  of  the  day,  that  he  knew  the  whole 
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Laiger  Catechism^  and  remembered  almoBt  all  WiAUfs 
Psalins  and  Hymns.  He  nnited  the  pursuit  of  m^x^handiae 
to  that  of  agriculture,  but  suffered  greatly  by  the  deprecia- 
tion oi  the  continental  currency.  He  was  an  elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  church,  but  did  not  attain  to  the  Christian  emi- 
nence of  his  father.  William  Alexander  married  Ann  Beid, 
the  daughter  of  a  wealthy  landholder,  of  the  same  Presbyte- 
rian colony.  She  was  a  retiring  and  humble,  but  affecticm- 
ately  pious  woman.  The  latter  years  of  her  life  were  made 
sad  by  a  total  loss  of  sight. 

Archibald  Alexander,  the  sulgect  of  this  narratiye,  and 
the  son  of  William  and  Ann  above  mentioned,  was  bom  on 
the  seventeenth  day  of  April,  1772. 

"  The  house  in  which  I  was  bom,*'  says  his  own  account, 
^' was  built  of  square  logs,  as  were  most  of  the  houses  at  that 
time.  The  place  is  rough,  and  is  near  a  little  mountain 
stream,  called  the  South  Biver,  which,  after  joining  the 
North  Biver,  falls  into  the  James  Biver,  just  above  its  en- 
trance into  the  mountains.  Nearly  opposite  to  the  place, 
Irish  Creek,  a  bold  stream  firom  a  gorge  of  the  mountain, 
Mis  into  the  South  Biver.  This  my  birthplace  was  at  that 
time  in  Augusta  County,  which  was  unlimited  to  the  west ; 
it  is  now  in  Bockbridge  County,  and  is  about  seven  miles 
from  Lexington,  in  an  eastern  direction. 

^'  I  was  the  third  of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  still 
living  (July  26,  1839).  My  brother  Andrew  was  the  oldest. 
The  next  in  order  was  my  sister,  Maigaret  Graham.  The 
others,  in  the  order  of  nativity,  are  Sarah,  John,  Nancy 
(who  died  in  childhood),  Phebe,  Elizabeth,  Nancy,  and 
Martha. 
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"  My  fether,  having  in  the  year  1775  removed  from  his 
place  on  the  South  River  to  the  Forks,  that  is,  to  the  south 
of  the  North  Biver,  just  this  side  of  the  site  of  Lexington, 
b^an  to  carry  on  his  mercantile  business  there.  Indeed,  to 
get  into  a  more  public  and  convenient  situation,  was,  I  sup- 
pose, his  only  motive  for  this  change.  He  purchased  the 
house  now  owned  by  my  oldest  brother.  As  the  buildmgs 
were  poor,  and  on  the  wioi^  side  of  the  fium  for  his  purpose, 
be  erected  a  house  and  a  store  near  to  the  present  site  of 
Jord^i's  Mills.  By  this  removal  he  went  out  of  Augusta 
into  Bottetourt  County ;  for  the  North  River  was  the  di- 
viding line.  But  soon  after  this  a  new  county  was  taken 
from  the  two,  and  called  Rockbiridge,  from  the  Natural 
Bridge,  which  was  within  its  limits.  Lexington  was  fixed 
on  for  the  seat  of  justice ;  and  a  town  was  laid  off,  which 
took  its  name  from  the  place  of  the  first  battle  and  first 
bloodshed  of  the  Revolution.  But  the  war  came  on,  and  all 
mercantile  business  was  necessarily  suspended ;  and  my  fa- 
ther now  acted  as  deputy-sheriff  to  his  father,  in  the  new 
county.'* 

A  lively  affection  appears  to  have  subsisted  between  the 
brothers  and  sisters  of  the  family.  Of  his  brother,  the  late 
Andrew  Alexander,  a  Christian  of  high  respectability  and 
strong  points  of  character,  he  thus  writes :  "  My  brother  was 
four  years  older  than  myself,  and  perhaps  two  brothers  were 
never  more  unlike.  From  his  early  childhood  he  was  sober 
and  careful,  fond  of  work,  and  always  contriving  something. 
I  have  heard  my  mother  say,  that  while  the  family  sqjoumed 
at  Lish  Creek,  when  he  was  only  five  or  six  years  of  age, 
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he  made  for  himself  a  booth  in  the  garden,  where  he  would 
sit  and  work  with  awl  and  needle,  making  himself  a  shot 
pouch  ;  for  at  that  period  every  thing  had  a  military  complex- 
ion, the  alarm  of  war  having  sounded  through  our  peaceful 
country.  But  my  brother  was  at  the  furthest  remove  fixmi 
a  warlike  spirit.  All  his  life  he  was  so  devoted  to  peace, 
that  he  would  at  any  time  rather  suffer  loss  than  enter  into 
contention.  His  youth,  manhood,  and  old  age  corresponded 
with  his  childhood.  He  was  of  uninterrupted  veracity,  and 
so  honest  that  no  temptation  could  ever  seduce  him  to  take 
an  advantage.^' 

The  country  was  new,  and  the  times  were  difficult,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  youth  of  that  day  grew  up  with 
hardier  habits  than  ours.  Dr.  Alexander  used  repeatedly  to 
tell  his  children  that  his  &ther  gave  him  a  rifle  the  day  he 
was  eleven  years  old  ;  and  how  he  would  spend  days  in  the 
mountains  in  search  of  cattle  which  were  lost,  able  to  catch 
and  discriminate  the  bells  of  his  father's  herd  at  a  distance 
which  seems  almost  incredible.  He  was  an  expert  swimmer, 
and  grew  up  with  that  perfect  knowledge  of  horsemanship 
which  is  still  common  to  all  young  Virginians.  Trifles  serve 
to  colour  the  picture  of  the  times.  The  dress  of  the  children 
was  grotesque.  "Long  hair,"  says  he,  "tied  down  the 
back,  was  all  the  mode  ;  and  every  little  fellow  was  cherish- 
ing his  hair.  I,  among  the  rest,  had  a  little  dangling  queue, 
which  from  the  thinness  of  the  hair  was  very  smalL  On 
this  account,  some  of  the  boys  called  me  ^  My  Lord  Pig- 
tail.' A  great  laugh  was  raised  against  me,  by  my  having 
complained  to  the  master  of  this,  as  a  breach  of  the  third 
commandment. 
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'^  Some  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the  priyations  of  the 
people,  consequent  on  the  long  continuance  of  the  war,  from 
the  fiw5t,  that  it  was  veiy  difficult  for  our  teacher  to  obtain  a 
penknife,  to  make  and  mend  the  pens  of  the  scholars. 
Hearing  that  my  &ther  had  been  on  to  the  North  for  goods. 
I  was  mounted  on  a  horse  and  sent  home  to  get  a  knife. 
There  had  been  a  great  rain  and  the  streams  were  swollen. 
Aniving  at  the  North  Biyer,  on  the  opposite  bank  of  which 
my  &ther'8  house  stood,  I  found  that  the  riyer  was  too  high 
to  be  forded  by  so  young  and  weak  a  horse  as  the  one  I  rode. 
I  knew  not  what  to  do.  The  only  house  near  was  a  cabin  of 
one  John  Montgomery,  an  old  cedar-cooper.  To  cross  the 
riyer,  which  is  always  deep  at  that  spot,  John  had  made  a 
berk  canoe,  such  as  is  used  by  the  Indians.  I  sat  nearly  all 
day,  but  knew  not  how  I  should  pass  the  night.  But 
towards  sunset  the  old  man  said  he  would  go  up  with  me  to 
the  ford,  and  would  try  to  make  the  family  hear  our  call, 
that  a  servant  wifh  a  strong  horse  accustomed  to  the  ford 
might  be  sent  over.  In  this  we  succeeded.  Davy,  a  black 
boy,  crossed,  and  taking  me  behind  him  on  a  tall  horse,  led 
the  one  I  had  ridden,  but  it  was  not  without  danger." 

These  details,  as  belonging  to  the  history  of  Virginia, 
could  not  well  be  omitted.  We  shall  gather  from  the  narra- 
tiye  some  account  of  his  early  lessons  and  teachers,  which 
will  not  be  without  their  interest. 

Schools  were  very  scarce.  I  recollect  that  after  our 
settlement  in  the  Forks,  as  the  whole  country  was  then  called 
between  the  James  Biver  and  its  North  Branch,  on  which 
last  we  resided,  my  eldest  brother  and  sister  went  to  a  school 
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kept  in  the  woods,  half  a  mile  north  from  where  my  brother 
Major  Alexander  now  lives.     The  master  was  one  Garrigan. 
They  were  every  day  carried  across  the  river  on  horseback 
About  this  time,  that  is,  the  next  year  after  our  removal,  my 
&ther  went  on  a  trading  expedition  to  Baltimore,  and  there 
purchased  several  convict  servants,  who  had  been  transported 
for  crime.     Among  these  was  a  youth  about  eighteen  or 
twenty  named  John  Beardon,  bom,  as  he  said,  in  Ireland, 
but  reared  fiom  a  child  in  London.     He  had  been  for  some 
time  at  a  classical  school,  and  had  read  Latin  books  as  far  as 
Yii^  as  well  as  a  little  in  the  Greek  Testament.  He  wrote 
a  feir  hand  and  had  some  knowledge  of  book-keeping,  but  had 
never  been  accustomed  to  labour.     This  young  fellow,  it  was 
thought,  might  teach  school,  in  de&ult  of  a  better,  and  accord* 
ingly  a  hut  of  logs  was  erected  at  the  toot  of  Paxton's  Meadow, 
where  there  was  a  spring.     When  last  in  that  country,  I 
visited  the  spot  and  recognised  the  little  knoll  on  which  the 
house  stood,  but  no  vestige  of  it  remained,  and  nothing 
around  except  the  meadow  furnished  me  with  any  associations 
of  my  earliest  school     For  though  this  place  was  a  mile 
from  our  house  by  the  direct  path  along  the  creek,  which  was 
narrow  and  disagreeable,  and  a  mile  and  a  half  by  old  Letty 
Campbell's  place,  thither  I  trudged  along  every  day,  with 
my  short  legs  and  little  feet,  when  not  more  thim  five  years 
old.     The  master,  as  being  my  Other's  servant,  lodged  at 
our  house,  and  often  carried  me  in  hb  arms  part  of  the  way. 
I  had  no  fear  of  him,  as  at  home  I  was  accustomed  to  call 
him  Jack,  and  often  conveyed  my  father's  commands  to  him. 
By  some  means,  I  know  not  how,  I  had  learned  to  read  in  the 
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New  Testament,  before  I  went  to  this  school.  I  remember 
a  hom-iooky  and  a  folded  pasteboard,  with  letters  and  pic- 
tores,  but  this  is  alL  The  school  was  laige,  and  some  of 
the  scholars  were  nearly  grown.  It  consisted  of  both  boys 
and  girls.  Our  little  Englishman  made  himself  very  familiar 
with  the  lai^r  boys,  and  did  not  pretend  to  exercise  any 
authcMfity  over  them.  But  he  would  lay  about  him  stoutly 
with  his  long  switch  upon  the  smaller  urchins,  when  they 
were  guilty  of  looking  oflf  their  books.  The  custom  wa8,»to 
read  with  as  loud  a  voice  as  we  could  while  getting  our  lessons, 
as  it  was  called.  When  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  a 
,  country  schciol,  one  might  hear  like  a  distant  chime  the  united 
voices  of  the  scholars.  Upon  reflection,  I  cannot  think  that 
I  derived  the  smallest  benefit  from  the  year  or  part  of  a  year 
spent  in  this  school,  unless  my  lungs  may  have  been  strength- 
ened by  perpetual  exercise.  Before  the  year  was  out,  the 
war  had  commenced,  and  the  drum  and  fife  of  the  recruiting 
sergeant  were  heard  in  all  public  places.  Many  companies 
of  F^ulars  were  enlisted  in  that  region.  There  were  but  two 
tories  in  the  whole  country,  and  these  were  obliged  to  fiy. 
Most  of  the  English  convicts,  whether  they  had  served  out 
their  time  or  not,  enlisted.  All  who  were  in  my  father's  ser- 
vice, namdy,  James  Malone  an  Irish  papist,  Joe  Lyon  a 
thievish  Jew,  and  John  Beardon,  went  off ;  for  ihese  men 
generally  cherished  a  deadly  hatred  to  England.^' 

^^  Malone  and  the  Jew  enlisted  before  Beardon.  The 
former,  as  we  heard,  was  killed  in  Carolina.  Lyon,  who  was 
a  very  bad  man,  deserted  to  the  Britishu  Soon  after  Wal- 
lace's ccMupany  reached  the  scene  of  war&re.  Colonel  Beaufort 
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was  attacked  by  Taiieton's  corps  in  North  Carolina.  The 
Colonel,  seeing  his  men  in  confusion,  fled  at  the  beginning 
of  the  battle,  and  ahnost  the  whole  of  his  command  was  cut 
to  pieces  by  the  dragoons.  Wallace  disdained  to  fly,  and 
being  suirounded  by  the  British  horse,  sold  his  life  dearly, 
having  first  killed  three  or  four  men  with  his  spontoon.  Bear- 
don,  being  a  small  man,  was  soon  cut  down.  He  had  three 
deep  wounds  in  the  arms,  one  bayonet  wound  through  the 
sid^,  which  only  penetrated  the  flesh,  and  a  severe  cut  on  the 
head.  After  the  battle  he  lay  bleeding  almost  to  death, 
among  the  slain  and  wounded,  totally  unable  to  move  him- 
self, but  perfectly  in  his  senses.  When  night  came  on,  the 
moon  shone,  and  he  perceived  a  man  passing  near  him,  and 
wherever  he  observed  signs  of  Ufe  despatching  the  sufferer 
with  his  bayonet.  He  presently  approached  Reardon,  his 
musket  was  raised  and  his  bayonet  directed,  when  by  the 
moonlight  Beardon  perceived  that  this  murderer  was  his  old 
fellow-servant,  Joe  Lyon.  He  immediately  said,  ^What^ 
Joe — ^you  will  not  kill  me  !  *  Lyon  dropped  his  weapon  and 
appeared  amazed  ;  but  he  sat  down  beside  him,  bound  up  his 
bleeding  wounds  as  well  as  he  could,  brought  some  spirits  and 
water,  and  remained  by  him  a  good  part  of  the  night ;  and 
before  day  dragged  him  to  a  small  hut  near  the  battle-field. 
Reardon,  fix)m  whose  lips  I  often  heard  the  story,  believed 
that  the  kind  care  of  Lyon  saved  his  life.  Soon  afterwards 
the  battle  of  Gtdlford  took  place,  in  which  it  was  said  that 
Lyon  was  mortally  wounded.  Beardon  returned  to  school- 
keeping  on  Timber  Bidge." 

At  the  age  of  seven,  he  was  sent  away  to  board  at  the 
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honse  of  a  relation,  and  attend  a  school  on  Timber  Bidge. 
He  represents  himself  as  very  small  for  his  age,  and  both  timid 
and  peevisk  Having  previously  learned  the  Shorter  Cate- 
chism, he  was  now  put  to  learn  the  Larger.  "  When  I  re- 
turned, the  war  was  raging,  and  I  frequently  saw  companies 
(£  backwoodsmen,  with  their  rifles,  brown  hunting-shirts,  and 
deer^s-tail  cockades,  passing  on  to  the  theatre  of  conflict." 
The  young  subject  of  our  memoir  after  going  for  some  time 
to  the  school  of  one  Stevenson,  was  again  placed  under  the 
caze  of  Beardon,  who  had  been  released  from  the  wars  and 
healed  of  his  wounds.  While  here  he  had  the  early  grief 
occasioned  by  hearing  that  his  father  had  been  draughted  as 
a  soldier ;  his  place  was  however  taken  by  his  half-brother, 
John  Alexander.  He  next  went  to  school  to  John  Bhodes, 
an  Englishman,  and  also  a  ^^  redemptioner,  '*  as  such  bondmen 
were  called.  "  I  remember  this  year,"  says  he,  "  with  much 
satis&ction.  We  had  many  pleasant  schoolmates,  and  were 
pleased  with  our  learning.  I  spent  much  of  my  time  at  the 
writing-desk,  but  made  poor  progresa  In  arithmetic  and 
English  grammar  I  did  better  ;  but  at  that  time  we  had  no 
grammar  but  the  one  appended  to  the  spelling-book,  which 
was  founded  on  the  Latin.  This  I  laboriously  committed  to 
memory,  but  it  was  not  of  the  least  use  to  me.  I  was  now 
ten  years  old ;  and  my  father  having  determined  to  give  a 
liberal  education  tg  one  of  his  sons,  selected  me,  saying  to 
me  that  learning  was  to  be  my  estate.  The  Beverend  Wil- 
liam Graham,  a  graduate  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  had 
set  up  an  academy  at  Tfanber  Bidge  Meeting-House,  and  had 
obtained  an  ample  charter  from  the  Legislature.  He  travelled 
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through  the  New  England  States,  soliciting  bene&ctions  for 
his  seminary.  Several  small  neat  buildings  were  erected  for 
the  use  of  the  students,  and  a  good  house  on  the  New  England 
model  was  reared  for  the  rector.  Students  came  in  a  goodly 
number,  mostly  grown  yoxmg  men.  Every  thing  promised 
success  ;  but  war  came  on  and  obstructed  the  progress  of  the 
institution,  which  was  named  Liberty  EalL  The  school  in- 
deed existed  before  Mr.  Graham  came  into  the  State,  but 
had  its  seat  at  Mount  Pleasant,  near  to  the  site  of  the  village 
of  Fairfield,  six  or  seven  miles  to  the  east  of  Timber  Bidge. 
Here  Mr.  Graham  taught  for  a  year  or  more,  but  being  a 
man  of  much  enterprise,  he  wished  to  rear  a  seminary  after 
the  model  of  Princeton  College.  Having  received  a  call  to 
take  charge  of  the  congregations  of  Timber  Bidge  and  Hall's 
Meeting-House,  he  removed  the  school  to  the  former  place, 
where  he  conducted  it  for  several  years.  But  finding  an 
opportunity  to  purchase  a  farm  which  pleased  him  on  the 
North  Eiver,  not  much  more  than  a  mile  from  the  present 
site  of  Lexington,  he  transferred  it  to  that  place,  and  had 
influence  with  a  majority  of  the  trustees  to  give  their  assent. 
The  spot  was  on  the  extreme  part  of  my  father's  property. 
My  father  was  pleased  to  have  the  school  brought  so  near 
him,  and  made  a  donation  of  as  much  land  as  was  needed 
for  the  buildings.  In  the  mean  time,  studies  were  pursued 
in  an  upper  room  of  Mr.  Graham's.  Here  I  first  entered  on 
classical  learning." 

This  is  the  proper  place  for  giving  some  account  of  the 
Beverend  William  Graham,  whose  name  must  occur  so  fre- 
quently in  these  pages.     To  no  man  did  Dr.  Alexander  own 
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himself  more  indebted,  in  regard  to  the  direction  of  his 
studies  and  the  moulding  of  his  character.  Such  was  his 
uniform  testimony  through  life;  and  we  cannot  do  better 
than  to  subjoin  his  own  estimate  of  this  ti:uly  great  thinker, 
gathering  it  fix)m  a  discourse  delivered  in  1843,  among  the 
veiy  scenes  of  his  early  studies. 

^^  Mr.  Graham  possessed  a  mind  formed  for  profound  and 
accurate  investigation.  He  had  studied  the  Greek  and  Latin 
classics  with  great  care,  and  relished  the  beauties  of  these 
exquisite  compositions.  With  the  authors  taught  in  the 
schools  he  was  familiar  by  long  practice  in  teaching,  and 
always  insisted  on  the  importance  of  classical  literature,  as 
the  proper  basis  of  a  liberal  education.  He  had  a  strong 
leaning  to  tbe  study  of  Natural  Philosophy,  and  took  great 
pleasure  in  making  experiments  with  such  apparatus  as  he 
possessed.  As  he  was  an  ardent  patriot  and  thorough  repub- 
lican, the  times  in  which  he  lived  led  him  to  bestow  much 
attention  to  the  science  of  government ;  and  one  of  the  few 
pieces  which  he  wrote  for  the  press  was  on  this  subject.  By 
some  he  was  censured  for  meddling  with  politics ;  but  it 
should  be  remembered  that  at  this  period,  the  country  having 
cast  off  its  allegiance  to  Great  Britain  and  declared  itself 
independent,  had  to  lay  the  foundation  of  governments, 
both  for  the  States  and  the  Nation  ;  and  the  welfare  of  pos- 
terity as  well  as  of  the  existing  inhabitants  of  the  land  was 
involved  in  the  wisdom  with  which  this  work  was  done. 
The  talents  of  any  man,  capable  of  thinking,  seemed  to  be 
&iily  put  into  requisition.  It  is  a  sound  maxim,  that  men 
living  at  one  time  must  not  be  judged  by  the  opinions  of  an 
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age  in  which  all  the  circumstances  are  greatly  changed.  At 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  which  according 
to  its  original  draught  he  did  not  approve,  he  relinquished 
all  attention  to  politics  for  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

"  The  science,  however,  which  engaged  his  thoughts  more 
than  all  others  except  Theology,  was  the  Philosophy  of  the 
Mind.  Though  acquainted  with  the  hest  treatises  which  had 
then  been  published,  he  carried  on  his  investigations  not  so 
much  by  books,  as  by  a  patient  and  repeated  analysis  of  the 
various  processes  of  thought  as  these  arose  in  his  own  mind, 
and  by  reducing  the  phenomena  thus  observed  to  a  regular 
system.  The  speaker  is  of  the  opinion,  that  the  system  of 
mental  philosophy  which  he  thus  formed,  was  in  clearness  and 
fulness  superior  to  any  which  has  been  given  to  the  public,  in 
the  numerous  works  recently  published  on  this  subject.  It  is 
greatly  to  be  regretted  that  his  lectures  were  never  commit- 
ted to  writing,  for  the  benefit  of  the  world.  It  was,  however, 
a  &ult  of  this  profound  thinker,  that  he  made  little  use  of 
the  pen  ;  and  it  was  also  a  defect,  that  in  the  latter  years 
of  his  life  he  addicted  himself  little  to  reading  the  produc- 
tions of  other  men,  and  perhaps  entertained  too  low  an 
opLoion  of  the  value  of  books. 

^'  Mr.  Graham,  in  his  theological  creed,  was  strictly  (Ortho- 
dox, according  to  the  standard  of  his  own  church,  which  he 
greatly  venerated  ;  but  in  his  method  of  explaining  some  of 
the  knotty  points  in  theology,  he  departed  considerably  from 
the  common  track,  judging  that  many  things  which  have 
been  involved  in  perplexity  and  obscurity  by  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  been  treated,  are  capable  of  easy  and  satis- 
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ftctory  explanation^  by  the  nse  of  sound  principles  of  philoso- 
phj.  As  a  preacher,  he  was  always  instructive  and  evan- 
gelical ;  though  in  common  his  delivery  was  feeble  and  em- 
barrassed, rather  than  forcible  ;  but  when  his  feelings  were 
excited,  his  voice  became  penetrating  and  his  whole  toan- 
ner  awakening  and  impressive.  His  profound  study  of  the 
human  heart  enabled  him  to  describe  the  various  exercises 
of  the  Christian,  with  a  clearness  and  truth  which  often 
greatly  surprised  his  pious  hearers,  to  whom  it  seemed  as  if 
he  could  read  the  inmost  sentiments  of  their  minds.  When 
his  object  was  to  elucidate  some  difficult  point,  it  was  his 
custom  to  open  his  trenches,  so  to  speak,  at  a  great  dis- 
tance ;  removing  out  of  the  way  every  obstacle,  until  he  was 
prepared  to  make  his  assault  on  the  main  fortress.  Thus 
insensibly  he  led  his  hearers  along  step  by  step,  gaining  their 
assent  first  to  one  proposition  and  then  to  another,  imtil  at 
last  they  could  not  easily  avoid  acquiescence  in  the  conclu- 
sion to  which  he  wished  to  bring  them.  As  a  clear  and 
cogent  reasoner,  he  had  no  superior  among  his  contempora- 
ries ;  and  his  pre-eminence  was  acknowledged  by  all  unpre- 
judiced persons. 

"  The  great  error  of  his  life  was  his  relinquishing  the 
important  station  in  which  Providence  had  placed  him,  and 
fi>r  which  he  was  so  eminently  qualified,  and  this  at  a  time 
of  life  when  he  possessed  the  ability  of  being  more  useful  than 
in  any  former  period.  Having  removed  to  the  banks  of  the 
Ohio,  he  fell  into  great  embarrassments,  in  the  midst  of 
which  he  died,  in  consequence  of  a  violent  fever  contracted 
by  exposure  to  drenching  rains,  while  on  a  journey  to  Bich- 
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mond.  In  that  city  he  breathed  his  last^  in  the  house  of  his 
friend,  the  late  Colonel  Robert  Gamble ;  and  his  remains 
were  deposited  very  near  the  south  door  of  the  Episcopal 
church  on  the  hill,  over  which  is  placed  a  plain  marble  slab, 
with  a  short  inscription,"  ** 

Concerning  the  school  which  Mr.  Graham  taught  in  his 
own  house,  we  have  some  remarks  of  Dr.  Alexander,  penned, 
as  we  believe,  in  the  last  months  of  his  life.  "  Here,*'  says 
he,  "the  writer  commenced  his  literary  career,  when  a  small 
boy.  With  the  romantic  scenery  around,  he  has  many  inter- 
esting associations  ;  but  these  are  feelings  which  cannot  be 
communicated.  Of  the  whole  number  of  youth  whom  he 
found  in  this  school,  he  supposes  that  not  one  remains  in  the 
land  of  the  living.  And  when  he  recollects  the  sportive  and 
joyous  hours,  and  the  little  foresight  which  any  of  the  num- 
ber had  of  their  future  course  of  life,  he  experiences  an  inde- 
scribable emotion,  especially  when  he  follows  them,  as  he  can 
in  most  cases,  in  their  various  fortunes.  All  the  pupils 
were  older  than  himself,  and  most  were  full-grown  men ; 
and  while  some  rose  to  eminence  in  different  professions, 
others  pursued  a  devious  and  downward  course,  and  scarce 
lived  out  half  their  days."  f 

The  private  narrative  goes  on  with  further  particulars 
concerning  this  infant  college  :  "  Mr.  Graham  was  so  com- 
pletely occupied  with  his  new  farm,  that  he  paid  little  per- 
sonal attention  to  the  schooL  But  his  usher,  James  Priestly, 
was  fully  competent.     Mr.  Graham  had  perceived  £is  extra- 

♦  "Address  before  the  Alamni  of  Washington  College,"  Lexington,  1848. 
t  MS.  Life  of  the  Rev.  WilUam  Graham. 
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Qidmaiy  memory^  whfle  yet  a  small  boy^  at  a  catechizmg  in 
the  congr^;ation ;  and  little  Priestly  was  domiciliated  with 
the  minister.  Here  his  progress  in  learning  Latin  and 
Greek  exceeded  any  thing  that  had  been  known  in  that  coun- 
tiy.  His  memoTjy  indeed,  was  so  retentive,  that  he  seemed 
to  foiget  nothing  that  he  read  or  heard.  It  was  the  custom 
for  all  the  boys  who  boarded  with  the  rector,  to  give  an  ac- 
connt  of  the  sermons  on  Sabbath  evening.  Priestly,  who 
seemed  asleep  all  the  time  of  preaching,  would,  nevertheless, 
repeat  the  sermon  almost  verbatim.  The  classics  conmionly 
lead  at  school,  he  had  so  completely  by  heart,  that  I  hardly 
ever  saw  a  book  in  his  hand,  when  hearing  classes  in  Ovid, 
Virgil,  Horace  or  Homer.  He  would  sometimes  take  his 
pupils  to  a  large  spring,  which  bursts  from  the  side  of  a 
steep  hill,  and  rushes  with  noise  into  the  mer  just  below. 
Tbe  place  is  very  romantic,  and  worth  a  visit  from  any  one 
who  is  in  Lexington.  Hither  Priestly  would  resort  with  his 
laiger  scholars,  to  spout  the  oiations  of  Demosthenes  in  the 
original,  with  all  the  fbre  of  the  Grecian  orator  himself.  He 
had  about  him  an  enthusiasm  which  transported  him  be- 
yond himself,  when  the  sentiments  which  he  uttered  were 
sublime.  Twenty  years  later,  I  have  seen  him  in  a  school  of 
two  hundred  boys ;  and  when  one  of  them  did  not  declaim  to 
his  mind,  he  would  jump  out  into  the  floor,  and  deliver  the 
speech  as  he  conceived  it  ought  to  be  spoken. 

"  Mr.  Priestly  did  not  continue  to  be  a  teacher  in  the  school 
more  than  a  year  after  my  entrance.  He  directed  his  course 
towards  Maryland,  and  soon  received  employment  as  a  clas- 
ocal  instructor,  first  in  Annapolis,  and  then  in  Georgetown." 
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After  remoying  to  Eentuck7  as  a  lawyer^  he  resumed  the 
business  of  teachings  and  returned  to  Georgetown.  After 
some  time^  he  transferred  his  abode  to  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
where  I  visited  him  in  1801.  A  few  years  after  this  he  re- 
ceived an  invitation  to  take  charge  of  the  Cumberland  Col- 
lege^  as  it  was  then  called,  at  Nashville.  Here  he  spent  the 
last  years  of  his  life ;  and  though  all  were  impressed  with  his 
extraordinary  learning,  and  his  high  qualifications  as  a  clas- 
sical teacher,  he  did  not  succeed  well  in  organisdng  and  ar- 
ranging an  in&nt  college.  He  was,  indeed,  a  veiy  eccen- 
tric, though  a  very  amiable  man,  and  married  a  woman  as 
eccentric  as  himself."  "  Dr.  Priestly,"  says  the  Lexington 
Address,  above  cited,  ^^  possessed  an  enthusiastic  ardour  in 
behalf  of  education,  which  I  have  never  seen  surpassed,  and 
succeeded  in  inspiring  his  pupils  with  somewhat  of  the  same. 
From  him  the  speaker  derived  the  first  impulse  in  his  literaiy 
course,  and  he,  therefore,  feels  a  pleasure  in  having  this  op- 
portunity of  paying  a  deserved  tribute  to  the  memory  of  a 
teacher  who  was  an  ornament  to  this  institution  in  its  ear- 
liest days." 

Even  under  such  teachers,  the  attainments  of  our  young 
scholar,  as  he  represents  them,  were  humble.  Under 
Priestly  he  became  thoroughly  versed  in  Euddiman's  Latin 
Grammar,  which  stuck  to  him  through  life.  He  was  encou- 
raged by  learning  that  the  usher  had  spoken  of  him  to  his 
father  as  a  boy  of  great  promise,  because,  says  he,  "  from  my 
earliest  years  a  sense  of  deficiency  has  preponderated  over  all 
vain  conceit  of  my  own  abilities."  Under  Mr.  Graham,  he 
proceeded  in  his  study  of  languages.    He  speaks  of  being  sur- 
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rooiided  by  evil  compamoiiB.  The  school  became  exceed- 
ingly conupt.  A  bashM  and  timid  disposition  kept  him 
firom  many  excesses ;  but  he  records  and  laments  his  initi- 
atkm  into  Tarioos  dangerous  games  and  foolish  practices. 
About  the  time  that  he  b^an  to  read  Horace,  he  enjoyed 
the  able  instructions  of  a  new  usher,  Archibald  Boane,  after- 
wards Governor  of  Tennessee. 

In  the  life  of  one  who  afterwards  attracted  notice  as  a 
public  speaker,  the  following  incidents  ought  to  have  their 
place.  '^  The  students  were  permitted,  in  order  to  improve 
themselves  in  speaking,  to  have  public  exhibitions,  in  which 
plays  were  acted.  Much  of  our  time  was  taken  up  in  re- 
hearsaL  I  always  had  the  part  of  a  female,  as  being  of  the 
proper  size.  This  I  disliked  very  much,  but  it  was  pressed 
upon  me.  As  to  other  speaking,  I  made  a  poor  hand  of  it, 
and  was  seldom  able  to  get  through  my  speech.  In  writing 
and  composition,  nothing  could  be  more  miseraUe.  My 
handwriting  was  as  bad  as  it  well  could  be,  and  I  felt  unable 
to  compose  any  thing.  Once  I  attempted  to  take  part  in  a 
d^)ate,  bat  it  was  an  utter  failure.  After  the  departure  of 
Dr.  Boane,  we  fell  again  under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  Graham, 
and  as  he  was  fond  of  Natural  Philosophy,  he  devoted  him- 
self most  cheeiftilly  to  the  improvement  of  the  pupils.  The 
course  which  we  followed  was  that  which  prevailed  at 
Princeton  under  Dr.  Witherspoon.  We  had  the  same  text- 
books, and  even  transcribed  his  lectures  on  Moral  Philosophy 
and  Criticism.  Much  attenti<Hi  was  then  paid  to  practical 
mathematics,  surveying,  mensuration  and  navigation." 

During  the  whole    time  of   his  connection  with  the 
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Academy  he  was,  according  to  sabsequent  and  sober  views, 
making  very  little  advancement  in  mind  or  morals.  Envi- 
roned by  many  idle  and  some  profligate  boys,  he  joined  them 
in  many  of  their  ways  ;  though  not  without  pungent  checks 
of  conscience.  But  the  regular  course  of  study  had  been 
passed  through,  and  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Principal  that  he 
should  take  a  regular  degree,  conformably  to  powers  which 
had  been  granted  by  the  Legislature.  For  the  necessary 
examinations  he  now  began  to  prepare  ^th  great  diligence. 
"  I  was,  however,  conscious,"  says  he,  "  that  I  Jtiad  passed 
over  most  of  the  studies  superficially,  although  at  every 
public  examination  I  had  been  placed  in  the  first  grade, 
more  on  account  of  my  youth  and  small  size  and  the 
promptitude  of  my  answers,  than  any  solid  desert.  But  I 
had  not  proceeded  far  in  my  review,  when  my  fether  returned 
fix)m  a  journey  to  Fredericksburg,  and  informed  me  that  he 
had  made  an  engagement  for  me  to  be  a  tutor  in  the  family 
©f  General  Posey,  of  the  Wilderness,  twelve  miles  west  of 
Fredericksburg.  It  is  a  little  remarkable  that  on  that 
journey  he  staid  all  night  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Waddel 
(afterwards  my  fiLther-in-law),  and  had  nearly  made  an 
arrangement  for  me  to  be  his  assistant  in  the  school  which 
he  kept.  I  was  only  a  little  turned  of  seventeen.  My 
father  was  very  peremptory  in  his  orders,  and  I  could  do 
nothing  but  obey." 

Before  we  leave  this  beautiful  and  picturesque  scenery 
of  Rockbridge,  we  think  it  suitable  to  give  some  view  of  the 
impression  which  it  made  on  the  subject  of  this  narrative. 
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It  was  a  topic  on  which  he  lored  to  dwell  in  animated  con- 
Ycrsation,  even  to  his  latest  days.  His  own  words  are  these  : 
"  Whether  the  scenery  with  which  our  senses  are  con- 
YeiBant  in  early  life,  has  any  considerable  effect  on  the 
character  of  the  mind,  is  a  question  not  easily  determined. 
It  would  be  easy  to  theorize  on  the  subject ;  and  formerly 
I  indulged  in  many  lucubrations,  which  at  the  time  seemed 
plausible,  all  tending  to  the  conclusion  that  minds  developed 
under  the  constant  view  and  impression  of  grand  or  pictur- 
esque scenery  must  in  vigour  and  fertility  of  imagination 
be  greatly  superior  to  those  who  spend  their  youth  in 
darfc  alleys,  or  in  the  crowded  streets  of  a  large  city,  where 
the  only  objects  which  constantly  meet  the  senses  are  stone 
and  brick  walls,  and  dirty  and  offenave  gutters.  The  child 
of  the  mountains,  who  cannot  open  his  eyes  without  seeing 
sublime  peaks,  penetrating  beyond  the  clouds,  stupendous 
rocks,  and  deep  and  dark  caverns,  enclosed  by  £tightful  pre- 
cipioes,  thought  I,  must  possess  a  vivid  impression  of  the 
scenes  of  nature,  by  which  he  will  be  distinguished  from 
those  bom  and  brought  up  in  the  city,  or  in  the  dull,  mono- 
tonous plain,  where  there  is  neither  grandeur  nor  variety. 
Perhaps  there  might  be  a  little  vanity  mingled  with  these 
^peculations,  as  it  was  my  lot  to  draw  the  first  breath  of  life 
at  the  foot  of  a  lofty  mountain,  and  on  the  bank  of  a  roaring 
mountain  torrent ;  where  the  startling  reveilld  was  often  the 
hideous  howling  of  hungry  wolves.  But  when  I  attempted 
to  recollect  whether  I  had,  in  the  days  of  childhood,  ever 
experienced  any  sensible  impression  from  the  grandeur  of 
surrounding  objects^  or  had  ever  been  led  to  contemplate 
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tfaeee  objects  of  nature  with  any  strong  emotion,  I  oonld  not 
satisfy  myself  that  any  thing  of  this  sort  had  ever  occurred. 
The  only  reminiscence  was  of  impressions  made  by  the 
novelty  ol  some  object,  not  before  seen ;  or  some  fisuncied 
resemblance  to  something  with  which  I  was  familiar.  Two 
mountains,  somewhat  remarkable,  were  firequently  surveyed 
by  me  with  delight ;  the  House  Mountain,  and  the  Jump 
Mountain  ;  both  appertaining  to  a  ridge,  called  in  the  valley 
tind  North  Mountain.  The  first  of  these  is  a  beautiful 
mountain  which  stands  out  at  some  distance  from  the  main 
ridge,  and  from  the  middle  of  the  valley  exhibits  something 
of  the  shape  and  appearance  of  a  house.  From  Lexington 
and  its  vicinity,  the  view  of  this  mountain  is  pleasant  and 
imposing.  The  idea  of  its  resemblance  to  a  house  took 
strong  hold  of  my  imagination ;  and  especially  because  at 
the  western  end  there  was  the  resemblance  of  a  shed, 
which  corresponded  with  such  an  appendage  to  the  house  in 
which  my  childhood  was  spent.  And  now,  when  I  revisit 
the  place  of  my  nativity,  whilst  almost  every  thing  else  is 
dianged,  the  House  Mountain  remains  the  same,  and  I  gf^ 
upon  it  with  that  peculiar  emotion  which  attends  the  calling 
up  in  a  lively  manner  the  thoughts  and  impressions  of  infan- 
cy. The  idea  of  a  perfect  resemblance  to  a  house  was  so  deeply 
imprinted  on  my  mind,  in  relation  to  this  mountain,  that  I 
was  greatly  discomposed  and  disturbed  in  my  thoughts,  when 
a  boy,  by  having  occasion  to  travel  a  few  miles  towards  the 
east  end  of  the  mountain,  and  finding  that  every  resemblance 
of  a  house  was  gone  ;  and  when  instead  of  one  beautiful,  uni- 
form mountain,  as  smooth  and  steep  as  the  roof  of  a  house,  I 
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now  belidd  two  roagh-lookiBg  spars,  separated  at  a  oonader* 
able  distance  firom  each  other  This  obliteration  of  a  pleas- 
ing idea  frwn  the  mind  was  painfol ;  and  whenever  I  was  in 
a  situation  to  see  the  mountain  under  this  aspect,  the  nn- 
I^easant  impressicm  was  renewed.  Every  traveller  among 
moontaans  must  have  noticed  how  remarkably  they  vaiy 
their  appearances,  as  he  changes  his  position  ;  and  not  only 
so,  but  j&om  the  same  site  a  prominent  mountain  exhibits 
a  wonderful  variety  of  aspects,  according  to  the  state  of  the 
atmosphere.  This  I  believe  is  what  is  called  looming ,  and 
was  much  noticed  by  Mr.  JeflFerson  from  Monticello,  particu- 
kriy  in  relation  to  that  rema^ble  isolated  mountain,  called 
Willis's,  whidh  elevates  its  head  to  a  considerable  height,  at 
a  great  distance  from  any  other  mountain  or  hilL 

"  But  to  return  to  my  fevourite,  the  House  Mountain.  In 
the  days  of  my  childhood — and  perhaps  it  is  still  the  case — 
tins  mountain  was  commonly  burnt  over  every  year ;  that 
is,  the  dry  leaves  on  the  ground  were  burnt.  When  the  fire 
extended  in  a  long  crooked  string  along  the  side  of  the 
mountain,  and  especially  when  near  the  top,  the  appearance 
was  grand  and  beautiful  in  a  very  dark  night.  It  had  all 
the  appearance  of  a  zig-zag  fire  in  the  sky  ;  and  whenever 
it  occurred,  greatly  attracted  and  delighted  the  boys.  It 
was  in  those  days  held  as  a  maxim  among  boys,  that  no  one 
ever  had  ascended,  or  could  ascend  to  the  ridge  or  summit 
of  the  House  Mountain  ;  but  since  that  time  I  understand 
that  not  only  men,  but  women,  have  been  successful  in 
reaching  the  top  ;  and  have  thence  surveyed  the  varied  and 
delightful  landscape  of  the  valley,  with  its  villages,  and  its 
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farms^  its  rivero  and  smdler  streams.  I  can  scarcely  con-* 
ceive  of  a  pleasanter  prospect  than  that  which  might  be 
enjoyed  from  the  smnmit  of  the  Hoose  Mountain. 

^^  As  to  the  Jump  Mountain^  it  was  only  occasionally 
that  I  got  a  view  of  it ;  and  although  the  descent  is  very 
abrupt  on  the  north  side,  so  that  the  top  of  the  mountain 
actually  seems  to  project^  my  mind  would  have  received  a 
slighter  impression  from  it,  had  not  the  first  view  of  it  been 
associated  with  a  story  told  me  by  an  older  boy,  that  the 
reason  why  it  was  called  the  Jump  Mountain^  was  because^ 
at  a  certain  time,  a  man  had  actually  jumped  off  the  top  of 
the  mountain,  and  £Edlen  dead  at  its  foot.  This  made  a 
deep  impression  on  my  mind,  and  although  I  have  seen  the 
mountain  hundreds  of  times  since,  I  believe  I  never  saw  it 
without  thinking  of  the  man  who  took  such  an  awfiil  leap. 
When  that  species  of  taste  is  developed  which  delights  in 
landscapes,  I  have  not  been  able,  with  any  precision,  to 
ascertain.  As  &r  as  my  own  experience  goes,  or  rather  as 
&r  as  memory  furnishes  me  with  facts,  I  think  that  while  a 
boy  at  school,  I  had  no  consciousness  of  the  exercise  of  any 
such  faculty.  The  love  of  novelty  is  almost  coeval  with  our 
existence ;  but  the  love  of  the  beauties  of  nature  is  slow  in 
its  development,  and  when  there  is  no  culture,  it  is  often 
scarcely  ob^srvable  in  mature  age.  Some  men  cast  their  eye 
over  a  lovely  landscape  with  as  little  emotion  as  is  expe- 
rienced by  the  horses  on  which  they  ride.  The  only  thought 
perhaps  is,  how  rich  the  land  ?  how  many  barrels  of  com,  or 
hogsheads  of  tobacco,  or  bushels  of  wheat,  might  be  raised 
here,  to  the  acre  ?    And  even  the  horse  will  experience  an 
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emotion  as  elevated  as  his  rider's,  if  there  should  happen  to 
be  a  good  cloyer-field  in  sight.  As  it  relates  to  objects  of 
sublimity,  I  have  found  it,  except  in  a  few  cases,  difficult  to 
distinguish  this  emotion  fiom  mere  wonder,  or  admiration. 
But  in  this  same  valley,  and  not  very  remote  from  the  ob- 
jects of  which  I  have  spoken,  there  is  one  which,  I  think, 
produces  the  feeling  which  is  denominated  the  sublime,  more 
definitely  and  sensibly  than  any  that  I  have  ever  seen.  I 
refer  to  the  Natural  Bridge,  from  which  the  county  takes  its 
name.  It  is  not  my  object  to  describe  this  extraordinary 
lu8U8  naturciey  as  it  may  be  called.  In  &ct,  no  representation 
which  can  be  given  by  the  pen  or  pencil  can  convey  any 
adequate  idea  of  the  object,  or  one  that  will  have  the  least 
tendency  to  produce  the  emotion  excited  by  a  view  of  the 
object  itself  There  are  some  things,  then,  which  the  trav- 
eller, however  eloquent,  cannot  communicate  to  his  readers. 
All  I  intend  is,  to  mention  the  e£fect  produced  by  a  sight  of 
the  Natural  Bridge  on  my  own  mind.  When  a  boy  of  four- 
teen or  fifteen,  I  first  visited  this  curiosity.  Having  stood  on 
the  top,  and  looked  down  into  the  deep  chasm  above  and 
below  the  bridge,  without  any  new  or  very  strong  emotions, 
as  the  scene  bore  a  resemblance  to  many  which  are  common 
to  that  country,  I  descended  by  the  usual  circuitous  path 
to  the  bottom,  and  came  upon  the  stream  or  brook  some  dis- 
tance below  the  bridge.  The  first  view  which  I  obtained  of 
the  beautiful  and  elevated  blue  limestone  arch,  springing  up 
to  the  clouds,  produced  an  emotion  entirely  new  ;  the  feeling 
was  as  though  something  within  sprung  up  to  a  great  height 
by  a  kind  of  sudden  impulse.     That  was  the  animal  sensa- 
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tion  which  accompanied  the  genuine  emotion  of  the  sublime. 
Many  years  afterwards,  I  again  visited  the  bridge.  I  enter- 
tained the  belief,  that  I  had  preserved  in  my  mind,  all  along, 
the  idea  of  the  object ;  and  that  now  I  should  see  it  without 
emotion.  But  the  feet  was  not  so.  The  view,  at  this  time, 
produced  a  revival  of  the  original  emotion,  with  the  con- 
scious feeling  that  the  idea  of  the  object  had  feded  away, 
and  become  both  obscure  and  diminutive,  but  was  now  re- 
stored, in  an  instant,  to  its  original  vividness,  and  magnitude. 
The  emotion  produced  by  an  object  of  true  sublimity,  as  it 
is  very  vivid,  so  it  is  very  short  in  its  continuance.  It  seems, 
then,  that  novelty  must  be  added  to  other  qualities  in  the 
object,  to  produce  this  emotion  distinctly.  A  person  living 
near  the  bridge,  who  should  see  it  every  day,  might  be 
pleased  with  the  object,  but  would  experience,  after  a  while, 
nothing  of  the  vivid  emotion  of  the  sublime.  Thus,  I  think, 
it  must  be  accounted  for,  that  the  starry  heavens,  or  the  sun 
shining  in  his  strength,  are  viewed  with  little  emotion  of  this 
kind,  although  much  the  sublimest  objects  in  our  view  ;  we 
have  been  accustomed  to  view  them  daily,  from  our  infency. 
But  a  bright-coloured  rainbow,  spanning  a  large  arch  in  the 
heavens,  strikes  all  classes  of  persons  with  a  mingled  emotion 
of  the  sublime  and  beautiful ;  to  which  a  sufficient  degree  of 
novelty  is  added,  to  render  the  impression  vivid,  as  often  as 
it  occurs.  I  have  reflected  on  the  reason  why  the  Natural 
Bridge  produces  the  emotion  of  the  sublime,  so  well  defined 
and  so  vivid  ;  but  I  have  arrived  at  nothing  satisfactory.  It 
must  be  resolved  into  an  ultimate  law  of  our  nature,  that  a 
novel  object  of  that  elevation  and  form  will  produce  such  an 
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effBct.  Any  attempt  at  analyzmg  objects  of  beauty  and 
gabUmity  only  tends  to  produce  confusion  in  our  ideas.  To 
artists,  such  analysis  may  be  useful ;  not  to  increase  the 
emotion,  but  to  enable  them  to  imitate  more  effectually 
the  objects  of  nature  by  which  it  is  produced.  Although  I 
have  conversed  with  many  thousands  who  had  seen  the  Na- 
tural Bridge  ;  and  although  the  liveliness  of  the  emotion  is 
very  different  in  different  persons  ;  yet  I  never  saw  one,  of 
any  class,  who  did  not  view  the  object  with  considerable 
emotion.  And  none  have  ever  expressed  disappointment 
from  having  had  their  expectations  raised  too  high,  by  the 
description  previously  received.  Indeed,  no  previous  descrip- 
tion communicates  any  just  oonception  of  the  object  as  it 
appears  ;  and  the  attempts  to  represent  it  by  the  pencil,  as 
&r  as  I  have  seen  them,  are  pitifid.  Painters  would  show 
their  wisdom  by  omitting  to  represent  some  of  the  objects 
of  nature,  such  as  a  volcano  in  actual  ebullition,  the  sea  in 
a  storm,  the  conflagration  of  a  great  city,  or  the  scene  of 
a  battle-field.  The  imitation  must  be  so  &int  and  feeble, 
that  the  attempt,  however  skilfully  executed,  is  apt  to  pro- 
duce dii^ist,  instead  of  admiration.'' 
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1789. 

TUTORSHIP— RELIGIOUS     VIEWS — GENERAL     POSEY — ^MRS.     TYLER — ^AWAK- 
ENING— FLATEL — WORK  OF  GRAOE. 

BEFOBE  we  accompany  the  youthful  teacher  on  his  travels, 
it  is  proper  that  we  should  gather  some  notices  of  his 
moral  and  religious  experience^  during  the  period  of  childhood 
and  youth.  This  we  shall  do  chiefly  from  certain  volumes 
of  manuscript  Beminiscences,  in  the  hands  of  his  children. 

Having  been  religiously  and  even  strictly  educated,  after 
the  manner  of  the  old  Presbyterians,  he  was  not  without 
solemn  awakenings  from  time  to  time.  At  an  early  age,  he 
received  deep  impressions  from  the  sermon  of  a  travelling 
minister  ;  but,  as  a  caution  to  parents,  he  records  that  these 
instantly  vanished  upon  his  hearing  the  discourse  disparaged 
by  his  father  and  mother.  At  the  particular  period  last 
mentioned  by  us,  his  religious  views  were  crude  and  insuffi- 
cient. "  My  only  notion  of  religion  was  that  it  consisted  in 
becoming  better.  I  had  never  heard  of  any  conversion 
among  the  Presbyterians. ^The  state  of  morals  and  reli- 
gion in  that  country,  after  the  Revolutionary  War,  was  very 
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bad.  The  old  oontinental  soldiers,  many  of  whom  in  that 
quarter  were  convicts,  now  returned,  and  having  received 
certificates  for  their  wages,  were  ahle  to  live  for  a  while  in 
idleness  and  dissipation.  Bobert  o  o  «,  a  shrewd,  intelli- 
gent man,  who  was  one  of  this  number,  had  acquired  a  house 
in  Lexington,  the  old  fium-house  of  Isaac  Campbell,  who 
owned  the  land.  Here  he  collected  all  the  vagrants  in  the 
country,  and  a  drunken  bout  would  be  kept  up  for  weeks. 
They  called  themselves  the  Congress,  and  made  Bob  their 
president.  Hard  battles  were  fought  here.  The  better 
class  of  people  were  as  much  injured  by  the  profime  and 
licentious  manners  of  the  officers  of  the  disbanded  army,  as 
the  lower  classes  by  the  soldiery. 

"  There  were  a  few  pious  people  in  the  land,  who  kept  up 
the  power  of  religion,  and  were  as  salt  to  preserve  the  mass 
from  universal  putrefaction.  Among  these,  the  elder  John 
Lyle,  and  his  wife  Flora,  my  aunt,  were  conspicuous ;  to 
whom  may  be  added  an  old  Mr.  MTfutt,  Alexander  Walker, 
John  Wilson  and  Hugh  Weir ;  the  two  last  being  ruling 
elders  in  Monmouth.  These  persons  spake  often  one  with 
another  about  the  afeirs  of  the  Kingdom.  They  were  ex- 
ceedingly dreaded  by  the  wildest  of  the  people,  being  both 
reverenced  and  hated.  I  remember  having  been  at  a  dance 
in  Lexington,  when  John  Lyle,  the  elder,  called  to  see  a 
man  with  whom  he  had  business ;  and  it  is  inconceivable 
what  a  consternation  was  spread  through  the  company,  when 
his  grave  and  stately  form  was  seen  to  approach  the  house. 

"  Much  of  our  time,  which  should  have  been  spent  in 
study,  was  consumed  in  playing  cards,  at  which  I  became  a 
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great  adept ;  so  managing,  however,  aa  to  avoid  detection, 
except  in  one  instance.  The  vacation  had  taken  place,  and 
a  nnmber  of  ub  agreed  to  meet  in  the  Academy,  and  there 
pursue  our  usual  amusement.  But  while  we  surrounded  the 
table,  and  after  the  cards  had  been  dealt,  Mr.  Boane  entered 
the  room.  Seeing  what  we  were  about,  he  seemed  con- 
founded and  passed  along.  We  were  in  great  alarm,  and  fell 
into  a  hot  dispute  as  to  whether  he  had  made  any  discovery ; 
when  after  a  few  minutes  he  returned  and  spoke  to  us  in  a 
very  serious  and  admonitory  manner.  But  he  said  that  if 
we  would  pledge  ourselves  never  to  be  guilty  of  such  an 
offence  again  while  we  were  students,  he  would  not  inform 
against  us.  To  this-  we  readily  agreed,  and  I  kept  my 
promise,  for  I  have  never  thrown  a  card  fix>m  that  day  to 
this.'' 

From  what  has  been  said,  it  is  sufficiently  obvious,  that 
he  left  his  fi&ther's  house  with  no  tokens  as  to  the  manner  of 
life  which  he  was  destined  to  lead.  His  journey  was  a  soli* 
tary  one,  across  the  Blue  Bidge,  a  distance  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  miles.  And  this  brought  him  to  a  new  and  im- 
portant period  of  his  history. 

At  the  early  age  of  seventeen  Archibald  Alexander  left 
his  Other's  house,  to  become  a  private  tutor  in  the  family 
of  General  John  Posey,  of  the  Wilderness,  in  the  county  of 
Spotsylvi^nia.  The  family  residence  was  in  a  very  retired  sit- 
uation, where  a  few  persons  of  wealth  had  valuable  estates. 
Among  these,  visits  were  frequent,  but  few  other  persons  came 
into  the  neighbourhood.  General  Posey  had  done  service 
in  the  Bevolution  as  a  commander  of  riflemen  in  Moigan's 
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fiimons  corps,  in  which  he  finally  rose  to  be  Colonel.  He  was 
a  man  of  noble  appearance  and  courtly  manners.  Mrs.  Po- 
sey, who  had  been  a  beauty  in  her  youth,  was  now  at  the  age 
of  forty  a  fine  and  stately  person.  She  was  addicted  to  the 
pleasures  of  society,  but  generally  took  the  side  of  religion,  in 
a  day  when  it  was  frequently  impugned,  and  seemed  to  be 
Tadllating  between  duty  and  the  world.  Though  somewhat 
decayed  in  wealth,  the  Foseys  maintained  much  of  the  style 
'vdiich  belonged  to  old  Virginia  families.  The  pupils  were 
John  Posey  and  George  and  Beuben  Thornton,  sons  of  a  for- 
mer marriage ;  a  daughter,  Lucy,  came  in  for  occasional  lessons. 
The  young  preceptor  felt  the  embarrassment  of  his  new 
situation,  and  was  burdened  with  a  sense  of  his  incompetency. 
One  of  the  scholars  was  larger  than  himself,  and  they  had 
all  been  taught  with  some  accuracy.  Their  youthftd  tutor, 
though  he  had  read  largely,  was  well  grounded  in  nothing 
but  the  gnunmar.  Cornelius  Nepos,  which  he  read  with 
them,  was  new  to  him  and  offered  many  difficulties,  and  his 
nights  were  often  spent  in  preparing  for  the  next  day^s  lesson, 
amidst  regrets  that  he  had  not  made  more  faithM  prepara- 
tion. But  he  ascribed  to  this  pressure  all  the  accuracy  which 
he  afterwards  attained  in  the  Latin  language.  In  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  he  has  been  heard  to  say,  that  during  the 
half-century  then  past,  he  had  read  more  Latin  than  English. 
He  carried  some  of  his  scholars  into  Caesar  and  Vir^  The 
house  contained  a  small  country  library,  and  he  devoted  his 
spare  hours  to  the  reading  of  history,  of  which  his  knowledge 
was  scanty.  In  this  way  he  perused  with  much  avidity 
Eollin's  Ancient  History,  his  History  of  Bome,  in  sixteen 
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octavo  volumes,  Rapin's  England,  besides  books  of  travels. 
He  attempted  Locke's  Essay,  but  with  little  comprehension 
of  the  argument.  In  after  life  be  was  accustomed  to  dissuade 
instructors  from  entering  their  pupils  prematurely  into  philo- 
sophical works,  and  said  in  reference  to  this  ineffectual  at- 
tempt, "  This  fact  shows  that  a  capacity  and  relish  for  aay 
particular  study  may  be  late  in  developing  itself.  Mental  Sci- 
ence became  afterwards  my  favourite  study.''  He  speaks  about 
this  period  of  one  Mr.  Jones,  a  neighbour,  who  had  Cartesian 
books,  to  whom  he  lent  Martin's  Grammar  of  Philosophy,  as 
this  friend  was  unacquainted  with  the  Newtonian  system.'  In 
the  seclusion  of  the  Wilderness,  far  from  all  congenial  com- 
pany, he  was  seldom  without  a  book  in  his  hand,  except  when 
he  was  giving  up  his  mind  to  solitary  meditation. 

As  to  his  religious  views  at  this  time,  the  records  which 
he  has  left  are  happily  full  and  explicit.  He  had  learnt  the 
Shorter  Catechism  and  a  good  portion  of  the  Larger,  but 
without  reflection,  so  that  he  describes  his  ignorance  as  pro- 
found. With  an  utter  aversion  to  what  was  spiritual,  he 
cherished  a  strong  predilection  in  fiivour  of  religion  in  general, 
and  particularly  in  fevour  of  that  in  which  he  had  been  brought 
up.  Of  the  two  classes  of  professors  in  his  native  county, 
his  father  belonged  to  the  more  liberal  and  accommodating  ; 
and  the  son  had  been  wont  to  laugh  at  any  who  gave  signs 
of  extraordinary  devotion.  Up  to  this  time  he  had  never  felt 
any  thing  like  a  serious  influence,  except  of  the  most  transient 
kind.  From  Mr.  Graham,  the  Kev.  John  B.  Smith,  and 
other  preachers  of  the  time,  who  visited  Kockbridge,  he  some- 
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times  heard  startling  truth,  with  a  momentary  eflfect.     He 
remembered  all  his  life  a  sermon  of  Adam  Bankin,  who  ve- 
hemently cried  in  one  of  his  addresses,  "  0  ye  people  o( 
Timber  Bi(^,  if  yon  are  determined  not  to  go  to  heaven,  I 
will  go  without  you  I "    "  It  is  remarkable,"  said  he,  "  that  I 
never  paid  any  attention  to  what  our  own  preacher  said  in 
the  pulpit.     His  voice  was  very  low,  and  much  interrupted 
by  continual  hemming,  or  clearing  the  throat.     I  thought 
him  the  worst  preacher  of  all  that  I  ever  heard,  but  was  as- 
tonished to  hear  a  sensible  man,  who  had  no  love  to  him, 
say  that  he  had  more  sense  than  all  the  rest  put  together. 
While  I  was  under  his  tuition,  he  resigned  the  charge  of  both 
his  congr^ations,  and  then  preached  in  the  Academy  to  the 
students ;  but  the  house  was  crowded  with  the  people  of  his 
late  charge.     The  students  were  warned,  that  these  sermons 
they  must  remember,  for  they  would  be  required  to  give  the 
substance  in  writing.     This  caused  us  to  hear  with  attention. 
He  began  with  the  proo&  of  the  being  of  a  God,  and  went 
on  systematically.  I  remembered  a  good  deal,  but  understood 
nothing.     One  day  however  he  took  a  practical  subject,  and 
discoursed  about  the  new  views  given  by  the  illumination  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.     My  attention  was  gained  at  the  commence- 
ment and  fixed  throughout  the  sermon.     It  seemed  as  if  a 
new  world  had  suddenly  risen  to  my  view ;  but  as  soon  as  the 
discourse  ended  the  scene  vanished,  and  for  years  afterwards 
I  never  once  recollected  that  I  had  such  new  views."     Such 
was  the  state  of  mind,  when  he  was  brought  by  Divine  Provi- 
dence into  a  situation  which  was  to  prove  so  important  to  his 
higher  interests. 
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In  the  lioiiae  of  Gleiieral  Poeey,  aa  aged  Ohiistaan  lady, 
Mrs.  Tyler,  had  found  a  refuge.  She  was  a  Baptist,  and 
was  well  bred  and  well  informed,  having  seen  better  days. 
In  the  embarrassing  circumstanoes  of  the  young  fiunily  tutor, 
Providence  raised  him  up  an  invaluable  friend  in  this  exceUent 
woman.  She  corrected  his  opinions  and  guided  him  in  the 
choice  of  useful  books.  Sometimes  she  related  her  own  re- 
ligious experience.  In  early  life  she  had  been  gay  and  fond 
of  admiration.  The  only  form  of  Christianity  with  which 
she  was  then  acquainted  was  that  of  the  English  Establish- 
ment. When  the  Baptists  first  began  to  preach  in  the  coun- 
try she  held  them  in  ccmtempt,  and  used  to  goto  their  meet- 
ings purposely  to  ridicule  the  blunders  of  their  ministers. 
But  under  a  discourse  from  an  aged  stranger,  she  fbund  her 
peace  of  mind  effectually  destroyed.  In  her  deep  and  con- 
tinued distress  she  was  without  any  adviser,  and  knew  not 
whither  to  look  for  direction  and  relief  At  length  she  came 
deliberately  to  the  conclusion  that  she  should  certainly  be 
lost.  Her  efforts  were  vain,  and  she  sank  into  a  calm  despair. 
But  she  remembered  to  have  heard  that  the  souls  in  perdition 
blaspheme  God  in  their  anguish.  This  she  f^lt  that  she  could 
nevCT  do.  She  should  for  ever  bless  God  for  his  goodness. 
Thinking  thus,  she  found  the  plan  of  salvation  by  Christ 
opened  to  her  view,  and,  filled  with  admiration,  she  owned 
herself  willing  to  take  up  the  cross  and  follow  Christ.  Nor 
was  the  self-denial  small  to  which  she  was  called.  The  Bap- 
tists, under  whose  ministry  she  was  avrakened,  were  a  despised 
people  in  Virginia.  Yet  she  joined  them,  in  the  &ce  of  re- 
monstrance and  contempt  from  all  her  connections.  ,  Bnch 
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WB8  the  naxratiTe  which  she  gave,  adding  as  she  turned  to 
the  inexperienced  young  man,  ^^  Now  I  know  all  this  must 
appear  utter  nonsense  to  you,  who  have  felt  nothing  of  the 
kind."  He  was  silent,  hut  was  deeply  convinced,  from  the 
solemnity  of  her  manner,  that  there  must  be  a  reatity  in 
these  things. 

Mrs.  Tyler  did  not  address  to  him  many  observations  as 
to  his  own  particular  case,  but  she  often  spoke  of  religious 
matters.  In  her  view,  the  Presbyterians,  as  she  had  seen 
them,  were  sound  in  doctrine,  but  deficient  in  inward  expe- 
neaace.  She  was  anxious  that  he  should  listen  to  the  best 
preachers  of  her  own  persuasion.  This  was  not  easy,  as 
those  who  appeared  in  Spotsylvania  were  of  an  inferior  sort. 
The  Baptists  were  divided  into  two  classes,  known  respect- 
ivdy  as  the  Begular  and  the  Separate ;  and  the  former 
r^arded  the  latter  as  wild  and  fimatical.  The  Church  of 
the  Wfldemess  was  served  by  the  Separate  Baptists.  "Their 
stated  preacher  was  Aaron  Bledsoe,  a  stout,  corpulent  man, 
who,  when  he  preached  in  warm  weather,  took  off  his  coat 
and  neckcloth,  threw  open  his  collar,  and  generally  became 
so  earnest  that  before  he  was  done  he  was  black  in  the  face. 
In  every  sermon  he  gave  an  account  of  his  own  experience." 
The  people  of  wealth  seldom  attended,  but  when  any  such 
happened  to  be  present,  Bledsoe  treated  them  without 
leniency,  and  sometimes  inveighed  against  learning,  it  was 
supposed  for  the  benefit  of  the  young  teacher.  These  meet- 
ings exhibited  those  strange  bodily  agitations  which  after- 
wards became  so  firequent  in  the  Southern  revivala     Not 
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only  were  there  enthufliastic  responses  and  outcries,  but 
leaping,  contortions,  swooning,  and  convulsions. 

Mrs.  Tyler  was  mortified  at  these  exhibitions,  and  often 
expressed  the  wish  that  her  young  friend  mi^t  hear  her 
own  minister,  whose  name  was  Frisbie.  For  this  purpose 
they  once  set  out  on  a  short  journey  beyond  the  Eappahan- 
nock.  The  river  was  high,  and  they  crossed  it  on  horse- 
back at  some  peril.  At  the  house  of  a  worthy  Scotch  Pres- 
byterian named  Morrison,  they  enjoyed  a  hospitable  recep- 
tion. It  was  the  time  of  a  great  meeting,  or  sacramental 
season,  among  the  Regular  Baptists.  The  assembly  was  too 
large  to  be  contained  by  the  small  meeting-house.  Mr. 
Frisbie  preached  out  of  doors.  His  text  was,  "  We  preach 
not  ourselves,  but  Jesus  Christ,  and  ourselves  your  servants 
for  Jesus'  sake."  Mr.  Alexander  records  that  he  was  too 
much  occupied  with  the  strange  and  promiscuous  assembly 
to  pay  much  attention  to  the  discourse.  It  contained,  how- 
ever, a  fling  at  learning,  and  yet  was  highly  pleasing  to  Mrs. 
Tyler,  who  was  disappointed  that  it  had  made  so  little  im- 
pression. But  the  words  of  the  private  record  will  best  con- 
tinue this  part  of  the  narrative. 

"  About  this  time  General  Posey  had  a  rnill  built  on  his 
plantation,  and  the  millwright  was  a  Baptist  by  the  name 
of  Waller,  a  brother,  I  think,  of  a  famous  Baptist  preacher 
called  Jack  Waller.  I  often  talked  with  this  man  about  his 
business  and  other  matters ;  but  one  day  he  unexpectedly 
turned  to  me  and  asked  me  whether  I  believed  that  before  a 
man  could  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven  he  must  be  bom 
again.     I  knew  not  what  to  say,  for  I  had  for  some  time 
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been  pnzded  about  the  new  birth.  However,  I  answered  in 
the  affirmative.  He  then  asked  whether  I  had  experienced 
the  new  birth.  I  hesitated,  and  said,  ^  Not  that  I  knew  o£' 
*  Ah,'  said  he,  ^  if  you  had  ever  experienced  this  change  you 
would  know  something  about  it  I '  Here  the  conversation 
ended ;  but  it  led  me  to  think  more  seriously  whether  there 
were  any  such  change.  It  seemed  to  be  in  the  Bible  ;  but  I 
thou^t  there  must  be  some  method  of  explaining  it  away  ; 
for  among  the  Presbyterians  I  had  never  heard  of  any  one 
who  had  experienced  the  new  birth,  nor  could  L  recollect 
ever  to  have  heard  it  mentioned.  This  became  about  the 
same  time  a  subject  of  discussion  at  the  table,  after  old  Mra 
Tyler  had  withdrawn,  especially  on  Sunday.  In  these  con- 
versations Mrs.  Posey,  who  professed  to  be  a  ^  seeker,'  de- 
feanded  the  Baptist,  opinions,  and  so  did  old  Mrs.  William 
Jones,  who  I  believe  was  a  truly  pious  woman.  General 
Posey  declared  that  he  did  not  believe  in  any  such  miracu- 
lous change,  but  added  that  he  would  credit  it,  if  Mrs.  Posey 
should  ever  profess  that  she  had  experienced  it.  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Jones  was  a  good-natured,  luxurious,  skeptical  man, 
who  avoided  giving  ofifence  by  any  avowal  of  his  opinions, 
but  plainly  insinuated  that  religion  was  a  disease  of  weak 
and  superstitious  minds,  and  that  all  that  was  necessary  for 
a  cure  was  an  acquaintance  with  philosophy.  Major  Jones 
cared  for  none  of  these  things.  His  opinion  was  that  preach- 
ing was  as  much  a  trade  as  any  thing  else."  These  details 
pve  gl^pses  of  a  state  of  society  which  many  a  reader  wiD 
recognise  as  familiar. 

Mrs.  Tyler  pursued  her  calm  religious  course  amidst  9II 
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these  mbapprehensions.  She  loved  the  writings  of  John 
FlaTel,  and  could  not  bat  desire  to  make  them  known  to 
the  youthful  Presbyterian  inquirer.  As  her  eyes  were  weak 
she  often  sent  for  him  to  read  to  her,  a  request  with  which 
he  complied  at  first  out  of  courtesy,  and  afterwards  &om 
some  increase  of  interest  in  the  author.  Learning  that 
Flavel  was  a  Presbyterian,  he  took  pains  to  discover  what 
were  his  views  of  regeneration.  He  had  never  read  any 
thing  upon  the* evidences  of  Christianity.  Though  he  knew 
of  infidel  books  in  the  hands  of  other  young  men,  he  had 
never  read  them^  feeling  no  interest  in  the  argument.  But 
now,  when  his  mind  began  to  be  enlarged  by  the  reading  of 
history,  and  he  found  that  there  were  other  religions,  the 
professors  of  which  were  ftdly  confident  of  their  systems^  he 
was  staggered,  and  asked  himself  what  basis  he  had  for  his 
own  belief.  This  doubt  was  increased  by  the  knowledge 
that  many  intelligent  men  in  the  country  rejected  revela- 
tion, and  under  the  influence  of  French  philosophy  that 
these  opinions  were  rapidly  on  the  increase.  Still  he  felt  a 
strong  reluctance  to  give  up  the  truth  of  Christianity,  and 
the  prejudices  of  education  were  salutary. 

"  So  ignorant  was  I  (thus  he  writes)  that  I  did  not 
know  that  any  book  had  ever  been  written  in  defence  of 
Christianity  ;  of  course,  I  knew  not  whither  to  go  to  have 
my  doubts  removed  and  my  faith  strengthened.  My  mind 
became  anxious  on  the  subject,  which  fiequently  dwelt  on 
my  thoughts.  It  happened,  providentially,  that  into  a  trunk 
of  classical  and  scientific  books,  sent  to  me  ftom  home  at  my 
request,  some  lady  had  thrown  a  coarse  pamphlet,  which  I 
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\mA  often  seen  tossiiig  about  at  home  ;  and  when  I  now  8aw 
it,  I  felt  diq^leased  that  this  old  pamphlet  fihould  have  been 
aent.  Bat  on  looking  at  the  title-page,  I  obeerved  the  Word 
^  Evidences,'  and  it  stxock  me  immediately  that  it  was  possi- 
Uy  something  in  &vonr  of  Christianity.  On  further  inspec- 
tion, I  saw  that  I  was  not  mistaken,  for  the  whole  title  was 
'Internal  Evidences  of  the  Christian  Beligion,  by  Soame 
Jenyns,  Esq/  I  was  rejoiced ;  and  as  all  the  family  had 
gone  to  church,  I  sat  down  and  b^an  to  read«  At  every 
step  conviction  flashed  across  my  mind,  with  such  bright 
and  overwhelming  evidence,  that  when  I  ceased  to  read,  the 
room  had  the  appearance  of  being  illuminated.  I  never  had 
such  a  feeling  from  the  simple  discovery  of  truth.  And  it 
is  my  opinion,  that  no  argument  of  the  external  or  historical 
kind  would  have  produced  such  a  conviction."  This  inci- 
dent sufficiently  accounts  for  the  warm  terms  in  which,  even 
to  the  dose  of  life.  Dr.  Alexander  was  accustomed  to  recom-^ 
mend  this  treatise  of  Jenyns,  though  with  an  earnest  pro- 
teat  against  the  whimsies  of  the  brilliant  but  sometimes  chi- 
numcal  author. 

What  has  been  related  shows  a  mind  under  divine  lead- 
ings. In  addition,  he  says  of  himself,  that  he  had  often 
piayed  mentally  when  he  was  in  danger,  or  when  his  fiiends 
were  ill,  but  was  wholly  a  stranger  to  secret  prayer,  as  a  ha- 
Intual  practice.  Now  he  began  to  have  a  concern  about  his 
salvation,  which  led  him  to  retirement.  Every  morning, 
when  the  weather  would  permit,  he  took  a  long,  solitary 
walk  through  the  fields,  terminating  it  at  the  Wilderness 
Creek,  which  ran  along  the  border  of  the  plantation.     Here 
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he  found  some  plots  of  green  grass,  surronnded  by  thickets, 
and  overhung  by  great  birch  trees  ;  and  here,  with  his 
knife,  he  made  a  booth  or  arbour.  To  this  sequestered  spot 
he  used  to  retire  for  prayer,  taking  some  volume  with  him, 
on  the  Lord's  day.  He  records  that  on  a  certain  Sunday 
evening,  his  meditations  of  Gkxl  and  divine  things  became 
solemn  and  delightful,  so  that  he  was  unwilling  to  withdraw 
his  thoughts  fix>m  these  objects,  when  it  became  necessary  to 
return  home.  But  all  this  was  without  a  radical  reformation 
of  character. 

^^  My  services  as  a  reader  (such  is  his  own  account)  were 
frequently  in  requisition,  not  only  to  save  the  eyes  of 
old  Mrs.  Tyler,  but  on  Sundays  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  family.  On  one  of  th^e  Sabbath  evenings,  I  was  re- 
quested to  read  out  of  Flavel.  The  part  on  which  I  had 
been  regularly  engaged  was  the  *  Method  of  Grace  ; '  but 
now,  by  some  means,  I  was  led  to  select  one  of  the  sermons 
on  Bevelation  iii.  20,  ^^  Behold  I  stand  at  the  door  and 
knock,"  &c.  The  discourse  was  upon  the  patience,  forbear- 
ance and  kindness  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  impenitent 
and  obstinate  sinnera  As  I  proceeded  to  read  aloud,  the 
truth  took  eflBect  on  my  feelings,  and  every  word  I  read 
seemed  applicable  to  my  own  case.  Before  I  finished  the 
discourse,  these  emotions  became  too  strong  for  restraint, 
and  my  voice  began  to  &lter.  I  laid  down  the  book,  rose 
hastily,  and  went  out  with  a  full  heart,  and  hastened  to  my 
place  of  retirement.  No  sooner  had  I  reached  the  spot  than 
I  dropped  upon  my  knees,  and  attempted  to  pour  out  my 
feelings  in  prayer  ;  but  I  had  not  continued  manyminutes 
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in  this  exercise  before  I  was  overwhelmed  with  a  flood  of 
joy.  It  was  transport  such  as  I  had  never  known  before, 
and  seldom  since.  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  distinct 
views  of  Christ ;  but  I  was  filled  with  a  sense  of  the  good- 
ness and  mercy  of  God ;  and  this  joy  was  accompanied  with 
a  full  assurance  that  my  state  was  happy,  and  that  if  I  was 
then  to  die,  I  should  go  to  heaven.  This  ecstacy  was  too  high 
to  be  lasting,  but  as  it  subsided,  my  feelings  were  calm  and 
happy.  It  soon  occurred  to  me  that  possibly  I  had  experi- 
enced the  change  called  the  new  birth.  But  as  I  was  walk- 
ing homeward,  the  thought  presented  itself,  that  if  this  was 
indeed  conversion,  the  effect  would  be  that  I  should  leave  off 
all  my  sins ;  and  I  was  wiUing  to  make  this  the  criterion  of 
my  state.  For  a  few  days  I  guarded  against  every  thing 
which  I  knew  to  be  wrong  ;  but  in  a  week  my  former  feel- 
ings returned,  and  when  exposed  to  temptation  I  trans- 
gressed as  before.  The  next  day  the  recollection  filled  me 
with  unutterable  anguish  ;  for,  agreeably  to  my  own  judg- 
ment, my  hopes  of  heaven,  which  had  been  so  strong,  were 
aU  blasted.  I  make  no  remarks  on  this  joyful  fi^me.  Such 
experiences  are  not  uncommon,  and  are  often  taken  for  con- 
version." 

By  reading  so  much  in  Flavel,  and  hearing  the  remarks 
of  his  aged  friend,  he  began  to  emerge  somewhat  from  his 
jformer  ignorance,  and  to  comprehend  the  cardinal  doctrines 
of  Christianity.  About  this  time,  a  little  book,  "  Jenks  on 
Justification  by  Faith,"  fell  mto  his  hands.  This  treatise 
he  read  with  an  effect  not  unlike  what  had  proceeded  from 
the  perusal  of  Jenyns.     Before  this  he  had  been  in  darkness 
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and  perplexity  as  to  the  way  of  acceptance  with  €k)d,  or,  as 
he  expressed  it,  he  was  leaning  on  the  old  covenant.  ^^  Now 
every  thing  appeared  as  clear  as  if  written  with  a  sunbeam. 
The  effect  on  Mrs.  Posey  was  similar ;  for  she  spoke  of  the 
book  in  the  most  exalted  terms.  I  recollect  that  the  author, 
who  was  a  cleigyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  confesses 
he  had  preached  for  a  long  time  without  knowing  the  true 
method  of  salvation.  And  when  his  eyes  were  opened,  he 
published  this  little  volume,  to  open  the  eyes  of  other  legal- 
ists. It  is  somewhat  remarkable^  that  from  that  day  to  this, 
a  period  of  half  a  century,  chiefly  spent  among  books,  I  have 
never  seen  another  copy  of  this  work,  and  have  never  con- 
versed with  any  one  who  knew  it ;  so  that  at  length  I  began 
to  think  that  I  had  forgotten  the  true  title  ;  but  about  a 
year  ago,  I  happened  to  see  a  favourable  mention  of  it, 
under  the  very  name  which  I  had  preserved  in  my  memory. 

"  I  now  began  to  read  Flavel  for  my  own  instruction,  and 
also  Burkitt,  which  was  the  only  commentary  in  the  house. 
The  two  great  doctrines  of  Justification  and  Regeneration 
I  began  to  understand,  at  least  in  theory.  A  good  sermon 
was  now  a  feast  to  me.  At  the  Wilderness  meeting-house, 
one  Sunday,  we  found  in  the  j)ulpit  a  grave,  well-looking 
man,  named  Saunders,  who  had  for  his  te^,  1  John  ii.  2,  3. 
His  explanation  of  Christ's  propitiatory  work  for  the  whole 
world,  in  which  he  opposed  the  Arminians  and  UniversaUsts, 
gave  me  great  satisfaction.  He  was  one  of  the  Begular 
Baptists. 

"  This  year,  1788-89,  was  in  many  respects  the  most  im- 
portant of  my  life.     K I  had  not  the  beginnings  of  a  work  of 
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giace,  my  mind  was  enlightened  in  the  knowledge  of  troths^ 
o£  wldch  I  had  lived  in  total  ignorance.  I  hegan  to  love  the 
truth,  and  to  seek  after  it,  as  for  hid  treasure.  To  John 
Flayel  I  certainly  owe  more  than  to  any  unin8t>ired  author. 
During  the  year  I  paid  one  visit  to  my  friends  in  Lexington, 
and  heard  Mr.  Graham  preach  a  sermon  on  the  text,  ^  For  our 
righteousnesses  are  as  filthy  rags.'  The  utter  insignificancy 
of  our  own  works,  and  the  need  of  a  better  righteousness 
than  our  own,  were  of  course  the  subjects.  It  was  the  first 
intelligent  discourse  to  which  I  had  listened  since  my  new 
understanding  of  the  doctrines  in  question,  and  it  gave  me 
great  satisfaction  ;  but  when  I  looked  around  upon  the 
people,  I  had  the  impression  that  they  were  generally  in  the 
same  state  of  darkness  and  legality  in  which  I  had  lived  so 
long.  As  good  Mrs.  Tyler,  who  I  doubt  not  had  a  tender 
concern  for  my  salvation  and  prayed  often  for  me,  was  a 
Baptist,  she  naturally  wished  me  to  know  what  she  believed  • 
to  be  the  truth  on  that  subject ;  and  she  put  into  my  hands 
Gill's  work  on  Baptism.  This  perplexed  me  not  a  little,  for 
I  had  strong  predilection  for  the  way  in  which  I  had  been 
educated,  especially  as  I  found  that  Flavel  was  a  Presbyteri- 
an. And  in  turning  over  the  large  volume  containing  his 
works  (the  two  being  boimd  in  one)  I  met  with  a  controveiv 
flial  piece  on  this  very  subject,  written  against  Gary.  This  I 
read  with  avidity  and  with  full  conviction  that  his  arguments 
were  ^did,  though  I  now  doubt  as  to  the  conclusiveness  of 
some  texts  on  which  he  mainly  rests  the  cause." 

At  the  close  of  the  year  he  returned  to  his  native  scenes, 
in  the  beautiful  and  romantic  county  of  Eockbridge. 
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CHAPTER  THIRD. 
1789—1790. 

RETURN  HOME — OR£AT  REVIVAL — VISIT  BETOND  THE  MOUNTAINS — REVIVAL 
SCENES — STRUGGLES  OF  SOUL — SAMUEL  MORRIS — JOHN  BLAIR  SMITH — 
WILLIAM  GRAHAM — ^PROGRESS  OF  INWARD  WORK. 

THE  period  to  whicli  our  narrative  now  brings  us  was  re- 
markable^ in  the  history  of  the  Southern  churches^  for  that 
wide-spread  religious  movement  known  as  the  Great  Revival 
As  few  were  more  familiar  with  this  awakening  than  Dr. 
Alexander,  and  few  have  left  more  copious  notes  in  regard  to 
it,  we  feel  justified  in  giving  particulars  which  may  sometimes 
lead  us  to  deviate  from  the  strict  line  of  biography.  Many 
of  the  sketches  of  eminent  men  are  too  interesting  to  be 
omitted,  and  belong  to  the  characteristic  history  of  the  times. 
It  must  have  been  in  the  year  1789  that  the  young 
preceptor  returned  to  his  father's  house,  with  a  det^hnination 
to  supply  the  defects  of  his  intellectual  training.  We  find 
him  therefore  retiring  for  days  to  the  woods,  and  devoting 
himself  to  Euclid  and  Horace.  But  the  year  was  to  be  sig- 
nalized by  higher  progress.  He  found  hiii  eldest  sister  much 
changed,  and  earnestly  engaged  in  seeking  acquaintance  with 
God.     A  startling  death  among  the  connection  brought  him 
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into  new  terrors.  At  the  same  time  he  was  thrown  into 
oonfiisicm  by  Dr.  Chauncy's  defence  of  miiyersal  salvation^ 
which  was  officiously  pat  into  his  hands  by  a  latitudinarian 
doctor.  There  was  at  this  time  no  church  in  Lexington ; 
but  he  speaks  of  afuneral  discourse  which  so  affected  his  mind 
that  he  retired  into  a  grove  with  a  volume  of  Whitefleld'i 
sennons,  and  spent  the  afternoon  in  reading  and  prayer ; 
and  with  his  characteristic  attachment  to  localities,  he  adds 
that  this  grove  is  now  cut  down.  On  a  vacant  Sunday  he 
heard  one  of  Willison's  Sermons  on  the  Lord's  Supper  read 
io  the  congregation,  and  was  convinced  of  his  duty  in  regard 
to  this  ordinance,  while  he  knew  that  he  was  destitute  of 
prepaxatioii. 

A  rumour  had  come  into  the  quiet  settlement,  of  an 
extraordinary  religious  awakening,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Mountain,  as  the  great  dividing  Blue  Bidge  is  familiarly 
called.  The  Bev.  Mr.  Graham  prepared  to  visit  the  scene 
of  these  wonders,  and  proposed  to  take  young  Alexander 
among  other  companions.  AU  such  journeys  were  of  course 
made  on  horseback,  and  amidst  mountain  scenes  and  in  a 
hospitable  coxmtry  were  sufficiently  exciting.  "  On  our  jour- 
ney," Bays  he,  "  Mr.  Graham  was  very  open  and  communica- 
tive ;  at  first  on  philosophical  subjects,  in  which  he  took  great 
delist,  and  then  upon  religious  matters,  when  he  found  me 
interested  in  these.  We  discoursed  particularly  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Justification  by  Faith  and  Eegeneration.  My  com- 
panion, Samuel  Wilson,  was  astonished  to  hear  me  converse 
on  topics,  concerning  which  when  together  at  the  Academy 
neither  of  us  had  formed  any  opinions.  Mr.  Graham  also 
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was  snrprised  at  the  extent  and  accuracy  of  the  knowledge 
which  I  appeared  to  have  on  subjects  to  which  very  few 
young  men  in  our  part  of  the  country  had  turned  their 
thoughts.  The  &ct  was,  I  purposely  turned  the  conversation 
to  those  interesting  truths  on  which  my  mind  had  been  so 
much  exercised,  merely  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  the 
condusions  to  which  I  had  come  after  much  thought  and 
inquiry  were  in  unison  with  his  views,  and  whether  he  agreed 
with  Flavel  and  the  other  authors  I  had  been  reading.  Ihad 
no  thought  of  making  any  display  of  knowledge ;  for  it  never 
entered  my  mind  that  I  had  acquired  any  stock  of  theologi- 
cal doctrine.  These  conversations,  however,  had  a  depressing 
influence  on  my  companion,  who  was  several  years  older  than 
myself,  and  who  was  conscious  that  he  knew  little  about 
matters  on  which  I  talked  so  fiieely/' 

The  party  was  hastening  to  arrive  at  a  celebration  of  the 
Lord's  Supper,  at  a  place  called  Briery,  near  the  borders  of 
Charlotte  and  Prince  Edward  Counties.  On  their  way  they 
were  entertained  at  Liberty,  in  the  house  of  Michael  Graham, 
&ther  of  the  late  Professor  Samuel  L.  G-raham,  of  the  Union 
Theological  Seminary.  The  whole  time  was  spent  in  hear- 
ing fix>m  him  and  especially  from  his  pious  and  more  eloquent 
wife,  accounts  of  the  revival,  with  nairatives  of  particular 
cases.  Here  they  heard  of  the  conversion  of  James  Turner, 
afterwards  known  as  one  of  the  most  remarkable  masters  of 
natural  but  irresistible  oratory.  Turner  had  been  a  profli- 
gate and  a  ringleader  in  all  the  pro&ne  and  violent  amuse- 
ments of  the  time.  But  now  he  was  holding  meetings  and 
exhcnrting.     Pursuing  their  expedition  they  came  to  the  house 
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of  Ms|or  Tiiggy  whose  aged  mother  vab  one  c^  the  Bev. 
Sftnmel  Dsvies's  comrnnnicaats^  a  woman  of  great  piety  and 
goodness.  She  spoke  of  Mr.  Davies  with  nmch  re^erenoe  and 
aflfection.  She  said  to  Mr.  Graham^  '^I  have  never  attained 
to  the  &ith  c£  aasmance^  but  only  to  the  faith  of  reliance/' 
He  answered  promptly,  "If  you  know  you  have  the  fidth  of 
rdianee,  you  have  the  fiuth  of  assurance  also."  The  month 
was  August,  and  our  travell^s  were  exposed  to  the  rays  of 
a  ^VitginiaD.  sun,  without  the  shelter  of  an  umbrella,  a  ccmr 
venience  (our  jonnuJist  notes)  which  had  not  then  come  into 
use.  But  ihey  were  joyfully  welcomed  to  the  house  of  Samuel 
Ifafris,  a  name  sacred  in  the  annals  of  American  Presbyterian- 
ism,  which  may  justly  detain  us  for  a  Uttle. 

Mr.  Morris  had  removed  from  Hanover,  and  was  now 
residing  in  the  lower  end  of  Campbell  County.  It  was  he 
who  was  instrumental  in  the  revival  of  gospel  truth,  by  the 
reading  of  evangelical  books  in  the  Beading-House  of  Hanover 
Counfy,  long  before  the  arrival  of  any  Presbyterian  missionary. 
"As  we  approached  through  the  fields,  we  saw  the  old 
gentleman  walking  homeward,  as  if  like  Isaac  he  had  been 
meditating.''  "Samuel  Morris  was  at  this  time  between 
seventy  and  eighty  years  of  age,  but  had  the  appearance  of 
firm  healtL  But  fer  his  beiDg  bowed  with  age,  his  stature 
must  have  been  six  feet.  His  frame  was  large,  his  shoulders 
were  broad,  and  though  he  was  somewhat  bald,  the  thick  hair 
about  the  rides  of  the  head  was  not  gray.  He  had  one  son, 
and  a  number  of  daughters.  Mr.  Morris  gave  Mr.  Ghraham  a 
detailed  account  of  the  origin  and  prepress  of  Presbyterianism 
in  Hanover,  before  Mr.  Davies  came  to  settle  there;  the 
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same,  I  presume^  which  he  put  into  writing  fer  Mr.  Da- 
vies,  who  included  it  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Bellamy.  The  old 
gentleman  had  heard  of  the  revival  in  Prince  Edward, 
and  seemed  to  be  much  interested  in  it.  He  said  he  under- 
stood that  one  of  the  preachers,  Mr.  Lacy,  resembled  White- 
field." 

There  had  never  been  any  revival  in  the  Valley,  and  few 
of  the  Scottisfa  Presbyterians  there  resident  had  much  fiuth 
in  these  sudden  awakenings.  They  had  heard  of  a  work  of 
this  kind  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  under  the  labours  of  the 
Bev.  Joseph  Bmith,  the  Bev.  John  McMillan,  and  others^ 
but  the  general  impression  was  that  these  religious  commo- 
tions would  pass  away  like  the  morning  cloud.  John  Lyle, 
an  eminently  vain,  ostentatious,  and  dissipated  young  man, 
who  had  avowed  infidel  opinions,  returned  from  Franklin, 
now  East  Tennessee,  with  a  mind  and  character  signally 
renewed,  and  this  served  to  awaken  new  expectations  of  the 
scenes  which  they  were  about  to  visit. 

Ab  the  travellers  approached  the  place  of  their  destina- 
tion, there  was  an  interesting  imeeting  between  the  two 
great  preachers  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Graham  had  enjoyed  very 
little  fiiendly  intercourse  with  Mr.  Smith  for  a  number  of 
years ;  indeed  a  certain  coolness  existed  between  them  in 
consequence  of  some  difference  in  Presbytery,  which  was  not 
however  of  a  personal  nature.  But  now  Mr.  Smith  had 
specially  invited  Mr.  Graham  to  come  over  and  see  the 
great  works  of  the  Lord.  The  Bockbridge  party  turned 
aside  from  the  road  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  people  re- 
turning from  the  Saturday's  service,  which  usually  preceded 
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tbe  oommonion.  ^^  While  we  were  here/'  says  the  nana- 
thre,  '^a  novel  and  solemn  scene  presented  itself  A  large 
company  of  yonng  people  on  horseback,  as  they  slowly 
passed  along,  were  engaged  in  singing  hymns.  Most  of  this 
company,  I  afterwards  learned,  were  young  converts,  who 
had  come  over  fix)m  Caswell  County,  North  Carolina,  with 
the  Bev,  Nash  LeGrand.  They  had  travelled  fifty  or  sixty 
mileB  to  attend  the  sacrament,  and  were  fuU  of  zeal  and 
affection.  The  music  resounded  through  the  woods  in  an 
agreeable  and  impressive  manner.  Mr.  LeGrand,  who  had 
bem  remarkably  converted  during  the  revival,  having  just 
finished  his  collie  course,  was,  with  very  little  preparaticm, 
except  an  ardent  zeal,  brought  into  the  ministry  by  Dr. 
Smith,  and  sent  into  North  Carolina,  where  a  powerftd  influ- 
ence seemed  to  accompany  his  preaching.  After  nearly  all 
the  people  who  were  returning  had  passed,  came  Dr.  John 
Blair  Smith,  accompanied  by  several  of  the  elders  of  his 
church,  and  other  ftiends.  As  soon  as  he  espied  Mr.  Gi»* 
ham,  he  stopped  and  received  him  with  a  hearty  greeting.'^ 

They  were  now  in  the  very  midst  of  revival  scenes. 
Among  tiie  persons,  then  in  youth,  whom  they  here  met, 
was  William  HiU,  now  the  venerable  Dr.  Hill  of  Win- 
diester. 

But  th^  prominent  figure  in  every  group  was  undoubt- 
edly Dr.  John  B.  Smith.  It  is  unnecessary  to  adduce  many 
&cts  concerning  a  man  so  well  known  in  our  history.  He 
was  a  son  of.  the  Bev.  Dr.  Bobert  Smith,  of  Pequea,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  of  course  a  brother  of  the  Bev.  Samuel  Stan- 
hope Smith,  D.  D.,  of  Princeton.     Smith,  as  well  as  Gia- 
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haaiy  was  educated  at  the  coU^  of  New  Jersey^  and  when 
his  brother  Samuel  founded  Hampden  Sidney  College, 
John  became  a  tutor  or  professor  in  the  same,^  and  was 
Uoensed  by  the  Pnesbytery  of  Hanover.  When  hb  brother 
was  called  to  Princeton,  John  Blair  Smith  was  made  Presi^ 
dent  of  Hampden  Sidney. 

^^  His  natural  disposition  was  full  of  vivacity,  his  temp^ 
quiet,  and  his  action  rapid.  At  the  beginning  of  his  min* 
istry  he  did  not  manifest  great  seal,  and  his  preaching  was 
less  impressive  than  his  brother's;  but  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  great  revival  in  1786  or  1787,  he  underwent  a 
remarkable  change  in  his  own  feelings  and  in  the^  ferrsncy 
of  his  preaching,  so  that  he  became  one  of  the  most  power- 
ful preachers  I  ever  heard.  In  person  he  was  about  the 
middle  size.  His  hair  was  uncommonly  black,  and  was 
divided  on  the  top  and  fell  down  on  each  side  of  the  fece. 
A  large  blue  eye  of  open  expression  was  so  piercing  that  it 
was  common  to  i^y  Dr.  Smith  looked  you  through.  His 
voice  had  an  umKual  solemnity,  and  always  affected  me, 
whatever  was  said.  Dr.  Smith  was  as  fearless  a  man  as 
ever  lived,  and  his  quickness  of  temper  sometimes  led  him  to 
act  rashly,  and  incur  enmity  which  might  have  been  avoided. 
As  a  companion  he  was  most  agreeable.  His  treatment  of 
young  ministers  was  soothing  to  the  diffident,  and  his  man- 
ner of  introducing  them  to  strangers  was  peculiarly  agree- 
aUe  to  their  feelings.  His  preaching  Was  fyi  from  being 
uniform,  for  sometimes  he  fell  short  of  his  usual  force  from 
the  state  of  his  feelings.  Bib  sermons  were  always  well 
pv^ared,  but  nothing  was  written  out,  except  the  intioduc- 
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tion,  which  he  commonlj  prepmred  with  great  care ;  and  its 
only  fiBHilt  was  that  it  was  grandiloquent.  Within  the  leaves 
of  a  small  BiUe  wfaioh  he  held  in  his  hand  he  had  a  small 
paper  oontaniing  the  introduction,  all  the  divisions  and  sub- 
diviaumB,  leading  thoughts,  and  cited  texts,  which  last  he 
ahrays  read  out  of  the  Bible.  His  speaking  was  impetuous  ; 
after  going  on  deliberately  for  a  while,  he  would  suddenly 
grow  warm  and  be  carried  away  with  a  violence  of  feeling, 
which  was  oonunonly  communigated  to  his  hearers.  If 
oi^KMed  to  him  in  sentiment  they  were  often  aroused  to  great 
wratlL  The  most  powerful  sermon  I  ever  heard  from  him 
was  in  defence  of  the  revival  as  a  work  of  Qod.  It  was 
directed  more  especially  against  the  Seoeders,  who,  to  a  man, 
set  themselves  in  opposition  to  it.  It  was  delivered  in  the 
grove  near  New  Monmouth,  immediately  after  the  com-* 
mxmion,  to  the  la^st  congr^^tion  which  had  ever  been 
collected  in  that  county.  Many  of  the  leading  Seceders 
were  present.  He  told  them  of  the  opposition  of  their  sect 
to  Whitefidd,  and  to  the  revival  at  Cambuslang.  Next 
d^  I  heaxd  one  of  them  say  that  if  ever  any  man  was  pos- 
seosed  of  a  devil  in  modem  times,  it  was  John  Blair  Smith 
when  he  delivered  that  sermon.  He  was  eminently  discrim- 
inating and  perspicacious ;  but  if  he  failed  to  see  through  a 
difficulty  at  the  first  glance,  he  commonly  fiuled  to  do  so  by 
any  further  attempt.  He  was  perhaps  censorious  in  his 
judgment  of  professors  who  discovered  any  lukewarmness, 
and  would  often  dedare  to  his  friends  of  sudi  and  such  per- 
80118,  that  they  did  not  possess  a  spaik  of  religion.  No  man 
in  Yiiginia  was  so  much  admired  as  a  preacher ;  but  afler 
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his  lemoval  to  Philadelphia^  where  he  beBtowed  more  caie 
on  accuracy,  he  lost  much  of  that  impreesive  manner,  which 
carried  away  and  captivated  his  hearers  during  the  revival." 

On  arriving  at  the  neighbourhood  of  Little  Boanoke 
Bridge,  the  company  addressed  themselves  to  preparation  for 
the  approaching  solemnities.  There  were  strangers  firom  every 
quarter,  including  fifty  from  Carolina.  Some  of  them  were 
newly  converted  young  men,  who  spoke  with  warmth  and 
freedom  of  their  late  world^ess  or  even  infiddity,  and  their 
present  feith  and  joy.  "  The  meeting  was  veiy  much  crowded. 
Here  (says  the  record)  I  first  got  a  fiur  sight  of  Dr.  John 
Blair  SmitL  His  appearance  was  more  solemn  than  that 
of  any  one  I  had  ever  seen,  and  caused  a  feeling  of  awe  to 
come  over  me.  As  Mr.  Graham  was  exhausted  by  riding  in 
the  heat,  Dr.  Smith  called  on  a  very  young  man,  Mr.  C, 
to  pray.  Next  he  called  on  William  Hill  to  exhort.  This 
astonished  me.  How  a  person  so  young  should  have  the 
courage  and  ability  to  speak  in  public  and  before  such  an 
audience,  I  could  not  conceive  ;  but  he  delivered  awarmand 
pungent  address,  on  the  Bairen  Fig  Tree,  which  affected  my 
feelings  very  mucL  Then,  after  prayer.  Dr.  Smith  himself 
addressed  a  powerfid  and  solemn  discourse  to  the  company. 

^'  My  mind  was  considerably  excited  by  what  I  saw  and 
heard  on  the  Saturday  evening.  The  question  of  professing 
my  fidth  returned  upon  me  with  force.  Having  never  spoken 
freely  to  any  one  of  my  own  religious  exercises,  I  felt  great 
backwardness  to  open  the  subject,  and  indeed  I  had  had  no 
opportunity  of  conversing  with  my  pastor.  On  the  morning 
cf  the  Sabbath  the  roads  were  covered  with  multitudes  flock- 
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ing  to  the  place  of  worahip^  at  Brieiy.  The  house  was  not 
snfficieiit  to  hold  half  the  people ;  an  arbonr  had  been  j«e- 
pared,  with  a  stand  for  the  preachers,  and  the  intention  was 
to  have  the  sacrament  as  well  as  the  sermon  oat  of  doors. 
Dr.  Smith  preached  the  Action  Sermon,  as  it  was  called  in 
Scottish  phrase.  The  text  was  Psalm  U.  17,  '  The  sacrifices 
of  God  are  a  broken  spirit :  a  broken  and  a  contrite  heart,  0 
God,  then  wilt  not  despise.'  It  was  especially  intended  to 
comfort  diffident  and  discouraged  beUevers.  The  evidences  of 
pietjr  which  he  laid  down  were  such  as  I  conld  for  the  most 
part  find  in  myself;  so  that  I  felt  much  r^ret  that  I  had 
not  taken  measures  to  partake  of  the  ordinance.  Though  the 
morning  was  dear,  the  appeiy*ances  of  rain  were  threatening ; 
after  consultation  it  was  therefore  determiped  to  administer 
the  sacrament  within  the  house.  Notice  was  given  that  while 
airang^nents  were  makiDg,  Mr.  LeGrand  would  preach  in 
the  grove  behind  the  church.  I  resorted  to  the  place,  where 
I  first  had  a  sight  of  this  successful  young  minister.  At  this 
time  there  was  much  that  was  striking  in  his  aspect.  He 
was  tall,  but  rather  bending  in  his  attitude,  and  his  counte- 
nance was  solemn  and  benignant,  with  a  shade  of  melancholy. 
He  stood  upon  a  horse-block,  and  preached  a  discourse  which, 
though  inaccurate  and  incoherent,  was  delivered  with  pecu- 
liarities of  voice  that  made  their  way  to  the  feelings.  After 
the  communicants  had  retired,  the  Bev.  Samuel  Houston 
preached  to  the  non-ccmmmnicants  under  the  arbour.  After 
hearing  Mr.  Houston,  whose  sermon  was  inteirupted  by  the 
rain,  I  pressed  witii  much  difficulty  into  the  house,  where 
Mr.  Graham  was  preaching.  Little  did  I  think,  that  I  should 
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eTeir  pnacli  in  that  pulpit,  and  become  the  pastor  of  that 
people  I  There  was  oa  the  fyce  of  the  aaieiably  an  appear- 
anoe  of  tender  and  -  earnest  sdemnity.  Never  had  I  heard 
my  pastov  speak  with  such  warmth  and  pathoa  as  on  this 
occasion.  His  text  was  Isaiah  xL  1,  'Oomfort  ye,  oomfiurt 
ye  my  people/  etc.  The  part  whichi  heard  was  theaddress 
to  the  impenitent,  in  which  under  a  series  of  particulais 
he  showed  them  their  comfortless  state.  The  good  people 
of  Briery  were  entranced.  They  had  expected  a  very  cold 
and  dry  discourse.  Dr.  Smith  afterwards  said  to  me  of  this 
sermcKi,  that  it  was  the  best  he  had  ever  heard,  except  one ; 
and  the  one  excepted  was  preached  during  the  revii^  by  the 
Bey.  James  Mitchell,  who  was  never  reckoned  a  gseat 
preacher.  Every  mouth  was  filled  with  expressions  of  admi- 
ration, and  from  this  time,  Mr.  Graham  was  considered  cm 
of  the  ablest  preachers  in  the  land.'' 

^^  On  Monday  after  the  Communion,  we  went  to  Hampden 
Sidney,  in  the  county  of  Prince  Edward,  where  Mr.  Lyle, 
already  named,  showed  us  much  attention  and  introduced 
us  to  the  Bev.  Drury  Lacy,  who  then  as  Vice-President  had 
charge  of  the  institution,  in  consequence  of  Dr.  Smith's 
having  resigned  the  presidentship.  I  was  much  pleased  with 
the  fi?ee  and  candid  manners  and  conversation  of  Mr.  Lac^. 
By  ihe  early  loss  of  his  left  hand,  firom  the  bursting  of  agun 
when  a  boy,  Mr.  Lacy  had  been  led  to  fit  himself  for  teaching 
an  English  school  In  this  calling  he  early  acquired  a  high 
reputation,  especially  as  he  wrote  an  inoompiu:ably  beautiful 
hand.  As  he  taught  for  some  time  in  Cumberland,  where 
Dr.  Smith  preached  on  the  alternate  Sabbaths,  he  received 
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lainvhatkya  to  oome  and  leara  at  the  CoU^a  Haviag 
aboat  tliat  time  espeiienoed  a  change  of  heaxt^  he  joyftdly 
aocepted  the  offer,  unmediately  began  the  study  of  Latin, 
mpidly  passed  thraiig)i  the  ccuricafaim  and  was  licensed 
to  preach  as  a  piobati(»Der.  Having  a  voice  which  was  load 
and  dear,  and  a  very  distinct  articnlaticm,  with  a  wann 
heart,  he  was  from  the  first  very  popular  and  effective  as  a 
preadier.  And  as  the  great  revival  in  the  vioinity  soon 
Qcanmenced,  Mr.  Lacy  was  much  emjdoyed  in  various  places, 
hot  being  fond  of  teaching  continued  his  residence  at  the 
Coltege.  By  many,  his  preaching  during  the  revival  was 
piefianed  even  to  that  of  Dr.  Smith ;  it  was  plain  and  ex- 
perimental, and  there  were  manifest  seals  to  his  ministry. 
Thoo^  deficient  in  accuracy  he  was  unusually  acceptable 
abioad,  and  at  presbyteries  and  synods,  when  the  assemblies 
were  large  and  the  services  in  the  open  air,  he  was  commonly 
dhoeen  for  the  work,  as  his  penetrating  tcoies  could  reach  the 
outskirts  of  any  congrq;ation.  He  was  a  man  of  great  hu- 
mility, remaricaUy  exempt  from  envy,  of  a  sodable  and 
ioeodij  temper,  and  greatly  esteemed  and  beloved  by  his 
biethreii.  Having  suffered  long  with  a  calculous  affection, 
he  resorted  to  the  sui^cal  aid  ol  the  cdebrated  Dr.  Physick 
of  Pbiladdphia  ;  but  a  fever  ensued,  and  in  a  few  days  he 
exfared.  I  had  at  his  request  taken  my  passage  in  the  stage^ 
coach  fbr  Philadelphia  to  see  him ;  but  before  the  hour  of 
departure  I  received  a  note  fix>m  his  kind  host  Mr.  Robert 
Bakton,  advising  me  not  to  come,  lest  it  should  agitate  him 
too  much,  especially  as  I  had  received  firom  Dr.  Hoge  the 
SEid  intelligence  that  Mi&  Lacy,  whom  he  left  in  healtli, 
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had  died  of  the  putrid  fever.  He  left  the  world  in  igno- 
rance of  this  bereavement,  to  enjoy  the  surprise  of  meeting 
his  beloved  wife  in  the  invisible  state.  His  remains  lie  in 
the  cemetery  of  the  Arch  Street  GhurcL  Two  of  his  sons, 
and  three  of  his  grandsons  are  in  the  ministry.'' 

During  this  excursion,  -Mr.  Alexander  weis  taken  by  Mr. 
Graham  to  visit  the  celebrated  orator,  Patrick  Henry  ;  to 
whose  eloquence  he  had  several  opportunities  of  listening,  at 
a  later  period.  Mr.  Graham  remained  more  than  a  week  in 
Prince  Edward,  and  preached  several  times  at  private  houses. 
His  sermons  were  intended  to  discriminate  between  what  was 
essential  and  what  was  incidental  in  religious  experience. 
He  was  careful  to  show  that  true  religion  consisted  more  in 
the  strength  of  the  habitual  purpose  of  soul,  than  in  high 
affections.  ^^  I  understood  his  discourses,"  it  is  here  added, 
'^  and  thought  I  could  find  the  evidences  of  vital  piety,  as 
proposed  by  him,  in  myself  But  hearing  much  of  sudden 
conversions,  and  of  persons  being  convulsed  with  severe  con- 
viction, I  concluded  that  the  hopes  which  I  ^itertained  must 
be  fidladous,  and  that  they  prevented  my  being  truly  con- 
vinced of  sin.  This  occasioned  great  perplexity,  and  I  felt  a 
strong  desire  to  make  my  case  known  to  Dr.  SmitL  As  we 
were  to  journey  together  to  Bedford,  I  hoped  for  an  opportu- 
nity to  have  his  judgment.  Mr.  Graham  had  hitherto  said 
nothing  to  me  about  my  personal  feelings ;  but  when  we 
returned  to  Charlotte,  at  our  lodging  at  old  Mrs.  Morton's  at 
Little  Boanoke  Bridge,  he  took  me  out  and  conversed  with 
me.  I  freely  related  my  difficulties,  but  he  made  little  or 
no  reply.     Dr.  Smith  was  to  preach  the  funeral  sermim  of 
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an  unfortunato  joxmg  woman^  who  had  been  killed  by  &lling 
from  a  horse  as  she  was  returning  from  an  entertainment. 
To  this  solemnity  I  looked  forward,  as  one  well  suited  to 
produce  conviction.  On  the  way  I  fell  into  company  with 
Bosan  Watkins/'  afterwards  by  a  second  marriage  the  wife  of 
the  Bev.  Dr.  Hoge,  '^and  found  her  remarkably  communica- 
tive, so  that  I  could  open  my  mind  to  her  with  less  restraint 
than  to  any  one  I  had  met.  She  told  me  her  own  experience 
and  encouraged  and  exhorted  me  to  go  forward  in  seeking 
religioa  My  expectations  of  being  deeply  affected  by  Dr. 
ftnith's  sermon  on  this  sorrowful  occasion  were  utterly  disap- 
pointed. I  was  not  only  conscious  of  no  suitable  emotion, 
but  my  thoughts  were  to  an  uncommon  degree  wandering. 
I  however  had  the  opportunity  of  conversing  with  Dr.  Smith. 
I  related  to  him  my  various  exercises,  but  added  that  I  had 
still  £&Qen  into  sin  after  these  exercises ;  upon  which  he  said, 
in  his  decided,  peremptory  way,  that  then  they  were  certain- 
ly not  of  the  nature  of  true  religion,  which  always  destroys 
the  power  and  dominion  of  sin  ;  and  he  proceeded  to  account 
for  the  joy  I  had  experienced,  on  other  principles.  From 
Ons  time  I  abandoned  all  persuasion  that  I  had  experienced 
regenerating  grace.  My  desire  now  was  to  be  brought  under 
sudi  alarming  convictions  of  sin,  as  I  had  heard  of  in  the 
case  of  others.  But  that  evening,,  which  I  spent  in  the  forest, 
I  was  greatly  distressed  on  account  of  my  exceeding  hardness 
of  heart.  I  rolled  on  the  ground  in  anguish  of  spirit,  be- 
wailing my  insensibility.  We  lodged  at  the  house  of  a  pious 
man,  a  nephew  of  Samuel  Morris,  and  the  next  day  went  on 
toBedfc^ 
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"  When  we  arrived  at  Liberty,  we  met  nearly  thirty  of 
our  Mends  from  Bockbridge  who  had  come  over  to  the 
sacrament,  among  whom  was  my  eldest  sister.  They  seemed 
already  under  a  solemn  impresdon,  even  before  attending 
any  services.  The  preaching  was  continued  several  days  at 
the  Peaks  Meeting-House,  and  the  communion  was  en  the 
Sabbath.  It  was  a  time  of  great  emotion,  and  none  seen>ed 
more  afiGected  than  the  Bockbridge  company. 

^^  While  I  was  at  Liberty  I  experienced  exercises  of  mind 
which  were  remarkable.  The  place  was  a  little  out  of  the 
town  in  a  thicket,  at  the  edge  of  a  wood.  I  had  in  the 
morning  walked  out  into  this  grove,  and  while  thus  engaged 
in  meditation  and  prayer,  I  was  sudd^y  visited  with  sadi 
a  melting  of  heart  as  I  never  had  before  or  since.  Under  a 
lively  sense  of  Divine  goodness  my  eyes  became  afountwi  of 
tears.  The  most  prominent  feelings  were  a  sense  of  ingratir 
tude  for  the  innumerable  mercies  which  had  been  richly  and 
constantly  showered  upon  me.  When  I  now  reflect  upan 
it,  it  seems  like  a  sudden  change  in  the  animal  syst^n,  and 
a  reUef  arising  from  a  vent  fotuid  for  teara  The  immediate 
result  was  a  sweet  composure  of  spirit.  I  cannot  remember 
that  I  had  any  thought  of  Christ,  or  much  contrition  for  my 
gins  ;  and  this  melting  fiame,  the  counterpart  of  which  I 
never  experienced,  led  to  no  pennanent  change  in  my  eonr 
dition  ;  in  a  few  hours  I  felt  much  as  before  it  occurred.'^ 

The  progress  of  this  mental  conflict  may  be  noted  in  the 
following  record,  concerning  a  later  day,  in  the  same  journey. 
'^  The  former  part  of  the  day  I  spent  in  the  woods,  rumina^ 
ting  on  my  sad  condition  and  fiiture  prospects.     The  train 
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at  my  tlioiight  was,  that  I  had  enjoyed  tlra  very  best  means 
and  opportunities  of  salration^  but  these  had  produced  no  good 
efect ;  that  I  was  now  going  where  aU  were  oareless  of  these 
thrngS)  and  where  the  means  wouM  be  &r  less  &vourable. 
The  conclusion  forced  itself  upon  me  that  I  should  certainly 
be  lost  for  ever.  My  mind  was  calm  and  my  thoughts  de- 
liberate, and  when  I  came  to  1^  result  I  was  nowise  agi- 
tated, but  b^an  to  contemplate  the  justice  oi  God  in  my 
oondemnation.  It  was  evident  to  me  that  as  a  righteous 
GKyvemor  he  could  not  do  otherwise  than  condemn  me  to 
hell ;  and  I  could  not  but  approve  the  sentence  of  my  own 
condmnnation.  Yet  I  felt  that  I  could  never  entertain  any 
hard  thoughts  of  God,  even  when  suflFering  under  his  heavy 
disj^leasure.  These  views  were  so  far  from  increasing  my 
dntress,  that  I  experienced  a  degree  of  composure  which  I 
had  not  had  for  a  long  time.  The  awftd  question  in  regard 
to  my  destiny  appeared  now  to  be  settled,  and  I  felt  no  need 
of  prayer  or  farther  waiting  on  Qod.  I  returned  to  the 
house,  and  there  found  the  Bev.  James  Mitchell,  pastor  <^ 
the  Presbyterian  church  in  that  county.  He  had  never  been 
introduced  to  me,  but  invited  me  into  an  adjoining  room. 
He  then  b^an  to  enumerate  the  high  privileges  which  I  had 
enjoyed  in  my  visit  to  Prince  Edward,  and  said  he  hoped  I 
had  received  abiding  impressions  from  the  many  powerfiil 
sezmons  which  I  had  heard,  and  from  seeing  so  many  young 
people  engaged  in  religion  and  forsaking  all  for  Christ.  I 
answoed  deliberately,  that  what  he  had  remarked  about  my 
privileges  was  very  true  ;  but  that  however  great  the  means, 
they  had  proved  oi  no  avail  to  me ;   I  had  not  yet  in  aiqr 
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degiee  experienced  thoee  conyictionB  without  which  I  could 
not  expect  to  be  saved,  and  that  being  now  about  to  leaye 
idl  these  means,  I  had  that  day  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
I  should  certainly  be  lost ;  that  I  knew  it  would  be  just,  and 
that  I  had  no  one  to  blame  but  myself.  To  which  he  an- 
swered, that  no  certain  degree  of  conviction  was  prescribed  ; 
that  the  only  purpose  which  conviction  could  answer  was  to 
show  us  our  need  of  Christ,  ^  and  this,'  added  he,  ^  you  have.' 
He  then  represented  Christ  as  an  Advocate  before  the  throne 
of  Gbd,  ready  to  undertake  my  cause,  and  able  to  save  to 
the  uttermost  all  that  come  unto  Gk>d  by  him.  A  new  view 
opened  before  me  at  this  moment.  I  did  feel  that  I  needed 
a  Saviour,  and  I  knew  that  Christ  as  an  Advocate  was  able 
to  save  me.  This  mere  probability  of  salvation,  after  having 
given  up  all  hope,  was  like  the  dawn  of  morning  upon  a  dark 
night ;  it  was  like  liie  from  the  dead.  From  that  instant  I 
entertained  a  joyful  hope  that  I  should  yet  be  saved.  These 
new  views  affected  me  exceedingly.  I  was  like  a  man  con- 
demned to  die,  who  is  xmexpectedly  informed  that  there  is 
a  friend  who  can  obtain  a  reprieve.  I  was  unable  to  say 
any  thing.     My  tears  prevented  utterance." 

In  continuing  the  journey,  "  I  rode  along  alone,"  says  he, 
^^  and  my  mind  was  in  a  state  of  delightftd  repose  ;  cheering 
promises  came  into  my  mind,  as  though  they  dropped  from 
heaven.  When  Mr.  Mitchell  commenced  the  prayer-meet- 
ing, at  a  town  on  the  way,  he  called  upon  my  companion, 
Samuel  Wilson,  to  pray.  After  a  word  or  two  of  exhortation, 
and  a  hymn,  I  was  in  like  manner  called  upon,  and  did  not 
hesitate  to  make  the  attempt,  although  in  any  other  state 
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c{  imnd  in  whicb  I  had  ever  been,  I  shonld  as  soon  have 
agioed  to  rise  and  preach  extempore/  I  was  astonished  at 
myself,  and  though  altogether  nnaccustomed  to  pray,  I  was 
delivered  firom  the  fear  of  man,  and  was  enabled  to  get 
throngh  without  serious  obstraction.  This  manner  of  treat- 
ing yonng  persons  under  religious  impressions,  I  have  always 
disapproved.  It  was  intended  to  bring  us  to  take  a  decided 
part,  before  we  returned  home  ;  and  it  no  doubt  had  the 
effect  of  causing  us  to  feel  that  we  were  now  committed. 
The  next  morning  we  set  out  for  Lexington,  about  thirty  in 
number,  and  sang  revival  hynms  as  we  rode  along.  On  the 
top  of  the  Blue  Bidge  we  halted  at  a  spring  to  partake  of  a 
viaticum,  which  some  of  the  company  had  been  provident 
enough  to  bring  along.  Mr.  LeGrand  appeared  to  be  very 
happy,  and  talked  fireely  with  us  all,  exhorting  us  to  perse- 
vere bddly  in  the  cause  of  Christ  when  we  reached  home." 
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1789—1790. 

BSVITAL  m  BOCKBBIDaB— BZTBiLOBDEErAST  KXPEBIBirOB  TS  THB  70BBB1>~ 
GHABAOTEB  OF  THE  WOBK  OF  GRAGB— PBOTOETOH  OOLLEaB— QXHESfr-* 
JOUBNETZNG — SEOOYXBT — PB0GBBS8. 

THERE  is  something  of  amiable  youthfol  simplicity  in 
the  confidence  with  which  the  returning  company  ex- 
pected an  immediate  manifestation  of  awakening  grace  on 
their  arrival  at  Lexington.  Notice  weis  dnly  given  of  a 
meeting  for  prayer,  to  be  held  on  the  evening  after  their 
retnm.  The  service  was  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Le- 
Grand.  We  resume  the  narrative:  ^^I  had  the  trial  of 
being  called  upon  to  pray,  in  the  presence  of  all  my  young 
acquaintances.  My  timidity,  however,  was  in  a  manner 
gone.  I  now  calculated  fully  on  a  revival  in  Lexington. 
Before  the  meeting  I  conversed  privately  with  some  of  my 
associates,  and  found  them  favourably  disposed.  The  news 
of  our  arrival,  and  of  the  spirit  in  which  we  had  returned, 
spread  rapidly  through  the  country  around.  The  next  day 
the  pubUc  service  was  at  New  Monmouth  church.  Mr.  Le- 
Grand  preached  in  the  morning  on  Isaiah  xly.  22,  ^  Look 
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onto  me  and  be  ye  saved,  all  ye  ends  of  the  earth.'  After 
which  Mr.  Graham  gave  a  narrative  of  all  that  he  had  seen 
and  heard  in  Prince  Edward  and  Bedford,  and  then  addressed 
the  great  congr^ation  in  the  most  penetrating  and  pathetic 
manner,  the  tears  meanwhile  streaming  from  his  eyes.  The 
assembly  was  deeply  and  solemnly  moved.  Multitudes  went 
weeping  from  the  house.  Another  meeting  was  appointed 
for  the  evening,  in  the  town,  in  a  large  room  which  had 
been  used  for  dancing.  Here  the  solemnity  was  greater,  if 
possiUe,  than  at  the  church.  Many  remained  to  converse 
with  the  ministers,  and  a  person  of  the  most  sedate  habits 
and  moral  life  cried  out  in  an  agony,  ^  What  must  I  do  to 
be  saved  ! '  Every  thing  went  on  prosperously,  and  I  was  in 
expectation  that  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  people  would  be 
awakened.  Several  of  my  companions,  educated  young  men, 
done  forward  and  professed  their  determination  to  be  on  the 
Lord's  side.  I  had  not  heard  a  whisper  of  opposition,  but 
next  morning  my  unde,  Andrew  Beid,  who  had  not  been  at 
any  of  the  meetings,  brought  to  our  house  a  volume  of 
Locke's  Essay,  with  the  page  turned  down  at  the  chapter  on 
Enthusiasm.  My  sister,  to  whom  he  spoke  with  some 
severity,  was  surprised  and  confounded,  and  grew  faint  with 
agitation,  so  that  she  was  constrained  to  go  to  her  coucL 
It  struck  me  as  amazing  that  any  man  of  sense  could  think 
us  in  danger  of  enthusiasm.  We  soon  found  that  there 
were  many  enemies  of  our  proceedings,  and  that  some  of  the 
young  men  ridiculed  the  whole  affair.  But  the  work  went 
on,  and  we  were  gratified  to  find  that  cases  of  awakening 
occurred  at  almost  every  meeting,  and  the  religious  concern 
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oontmued  to  difiose  itself  through  the  cormtry.  Theee  were 
halcyon  days  for  the  church ;  and  as  for  myself^  though  I 
did  not  regard  myself  as  converted^  I  was  so  occupied  with 
the  cases  of  others^  and  with  the  opposition,  that  for  a  while 
I  almost  forgot  my  own  case. 

^^  Mr.  LeG-rand  remained  with  us  a  week  or  two.  His 
natural  disposition  was  very  uneven.  He  was  either  exceed- 
ingly lively,  or  in  an  awful  gloom,  in  which  he  continually 
expressed  a  desire  to  die.  At  the  time  of  his  awakening, 
in  Cumberland,  he  lay,  I  have  been  told,  for  hours  in  con- 
vulsions, produced  by  convictions,  which  were  followed,  it  is 
thought,  by  believing  views  of  the  Saviour.  Great  sucoees 
attended  his  earliest  labours.  His  countenance,  though 
youthful,  was  marked  with  sadness,  and  his  voice  had  a 
mellowness  and  tenderness  which  I  have  never  heard  sur^ 


^^  Being  much  dissatisfied  with  my  state  of  mind,  and 
now  sensible  of  the  corruption  of  my  heart,  I  resolved  to 
enter  on  a  new  course,  and  determined  to  give  up  all  read* 
ing  except  the  Bible,  and  to  devote  myself  entirely  to  prayer, 
fiisting,  and  the  Scriptures,  until  I  should  arrive  at  greater 
hope.  My  life  was  spent  almost  entirely  in  religious  com- 
pany, but  our  conversation  often  degenerated  into  levity, 
which  was  succeeded  by  compunction.  Telling  over  our 
private  exercises  was  carried  to  an  undue  length,  and  in- 
stead of  tending  to  edification,  was  often  injurious.  But 
reserve  on  this  subject  was  considered  a  bad  sign ;  and  on 
meeting,  the  first  inquiry  after  salutation  was  concerning  the 
state  of  each  other's  souls. 
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^^  A.  yonng  wcmian  of  my  aoquaintanoe,  who^  with  others, 
had  gone  over  to  Bedford,  appeared  more  solemnly  impressed 
than  most  of  the  company.  All  believed  that  if  any  one 
had  experienced  divine  renewal,  it  was  Mary  Hanna.  One 
afternoon,  while  reading  a  sermon  of  Tennent's,  on  the  need 
of  a  l^al  work  preparatory  to  conversion,  she  was  seized 
with  such  apprehensions  of  her  danger,  that  she  began  to 
tremble,  and  in  attempting  to  reach  the  house,  which  was 
distant  only  a  few  steps,  fell  prostrate,  and  was  taken  up 
in  a  state  of  terrible  convulsion.  The  news  quickly  spread, 
and  in  a  short  time  most  of  the  serious  young  people 
in  the  town  were  present.  I  mention  this  for  the  purpose 
of  adding  that  I  was  at  once  struck  with  the  conviction  that 
I  had  received  an  irreparable  injury  from  the  clergyman 
who  had  persuaded  me  that  no  such  conviction  as  this  was 
necessary.  I  determined,  therefore,  to  admit  no  hope  until 
I  should  have  the  like  experience.  I  read  all  the  religious 
narratives  I  could  procure,  and  laboured  much  to  put  myself 
into  the  state  in  which  they  described  themselves  to  have 
been,  before  enjoying  hope.  But  all  these  efforts  and  desires 
proved  abortive,  and  I  began  to  see  much  more  of  the  wick- 
edness of  my  own  heart  than  ever  before.  I  was  distressed 
and  discouraged,  and  convinced  that  I  had  placed  too  much 
dependence  on  mere  means,  and  on  my  own  efforts.  I 
therefore  determined  to  give  myself  incessantly  to  prayer 
until  I  found  mercy,  or  perished  in  the  pursuit. 

^'  This  resolution  was  formed  on  a  Sunday  evening.  The 
next  morning  I  took  my  Bible  and  walked  several  miles  into 
the  dense  wood  of  the  Bushy  Hills,  which  were  then  wholly 
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uncultivated.  Finding  a  place  that  pleased  me^  at  the  foot 
of  a  projecting  rock,  in  a  dark  vaUey,  I  began  with  great 
earnestness  the  course  which  I  had  prescribed  to  myself 
I  prayed,  and  then  read  in  the  Bible,  prayed  and  read, 
prayed  and  read,  until  my  strength  was  exhausted ;  for  I 
had  taken  no  nourishment  that  day.  But  the  more  I  strove 
the  harder  my  heart  became,  and  the  more  barren  was  my 
mind  of  every  serious  or  tender  feeling.  I  tasted  then  some 
of  the  bitterness  of  despair.  It  seemed  to  be  my  last  re- 
source, and  now  this  had  utterly  failed.  I  was  about  to  desist 
from  the  endeavour,  when  the  thought  occurred  to  me,  that 
though  I  was  helpless,  and  my  case  was  nearly  desperate, 
yet  it  would  be  well  to  cry  to  God  to  help  me  in  this 
extremity.  I  knelt  upon  the  ground,  and  had  poured  out 
perhaps  a  single  petition,  or  rather  broken  cry  for  help,  when, 
in  a  moment,  I  had  such  a  view  of  a  crucified  Saviour,  as  is 
without  a  parallel  in  my  experience.  The  whole  plan  of 
grace  appeared  as  clear  as  day.  I  was  persuaded  that  Qod 
was  willing  to  accept  me,  just  as  I  was,  and  convinced  that 
I  had  never  before  understood  the  fireeness  of  salvation,  but 
had  always  been  striving  to  bring  some  price  in  my  hand,  or 
to  prepare  myself  for  receiving  Christ.  Now  I  discovered 
that  I  could  receive  him  in  all  his  offices  at  that  very  mo- 
ment, which  I  was  sure  at  the  time  I  did.  I  felt  truly  a 
joy  which  was  unspeakable  and  fuU  of  glory.  How  long 
this  delightful  frame  continued  I  cannot  telL  But  when  my 
affections  had  a  little  subsided  I  opened  my  Bible,  and 
alighted  on  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  chapters  of  John. 
The  sacred  page  appeared  to  be  illuminated  ;  the  truths 
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weiQ  new,  as  if  I  had  never  read  them  before ;  and  I  thought 
it  wonld  be  always  thus.  Having  often  thought  of  engaging 
in  a  written  covenant  with  Gk)d,  but  having  never  before 
foond  a  freedom  to  do  so,  I  now  felt  no  hesitation,  and 
having  writing  materials  in  my  pocket,  I  sat  down  and 
penned  it  exactly  from  my  feelings,  and  solemnly  signed  it 
as  in  the  presence  of  Qod.^ 

"  I  expected  now  to  feel  uniformly  diflferent  from  what 
had  preceded,  and  to  be  always  in  lively  emotion,  thinking 
my  troubles  all  at  an  end.  As  I  had  been  much  distressed 
by  discovering  the  sins  of  my  heart,  and  as  I  read  in  Scrip- 
ture that  fidth  works  purification,  I  resolved  to  make  this 
the  test.  At  the  time,  indeed,  I  had  no  doubt  as  to  the  sin- 
cerity of  my  fidth ;  and  in  the  paper  of  self-dedication 
above-mentioned  I  expressed  the  assurance  that  if  I  had 
never  before  received  Christ  I  did  then  and  there  receive 
him.  For  several  days  my  mind  was  serene.  But  before  a 
week  had  elapsed,  darkness  began  to  gather  over  me  again. 
Inbred  corruption  b^an  to  stir.  In  a  word,  I  fell  back  into 
the  same  state  of  darkness  and  conflict  as  before.'' 

Shortly  after  this,  in  the  autumn  of  1789,  he  made  a 
profession  of  his  fidth.  But  he  describes  his  first  approach 
to  the  Loid's  Table  as  destitute  of  high  comforts.  His 
thoughts  were  much  distracted,  and  his  soul  was  harassed 
with  awftd  fear  lest  he  should  eat  and  drink  damnation  to 
himsel£  And  after  receiving,  this  dreadftd  suspicion  haunted 
him,  until  he  felt  convinced  that  this  enormous  sin  had  been 

*  This  doomnent  is  in  our  possession. 
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committecL  But  at  his  seoond  commnnion,  which  was  at 
New  Monmouth,  he  enjoyed  a  delightful  day  of  dear 
assurance.  ^^The  sermon  by  Mr.  Graham,''  says  he  in  a 
very  late  record,  "was  on  the  text,  *  The  Sun  of  Bighteous- 
ness  shall  arise,'  etc.  The  preacher  compared  the  begiimings 
of  true  religion  in  the  soul  to  the  rising  of  the  sun  ;  some- 
times with  a  sudden  and  immediate  clearness,  sometimes 
under  clouds,  which  are  afterwards  dispersed.  As  he  went 
on,  it  occurred  to  me  with  great  distinctness,  that  the  Sun  of 
Bighteousness  began  to  rise  on  me,  though  under  a  cloud. 
When  conversing  with  Mr.  Mitchell  in  Bedford,  I  was 
relieyed  from  despair  by  the  persuasion  that  Christ  was  able 
to  save  even  me.  This  shows  how  seldom  belieyers  can  de- 
signate with  exactness  the  time  of  their  renewal.  Now,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-seven,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  my  regenera- 
tion took  place  while  I  resided  at  Q^neral  Posey's,  in  ih» 
year  1788." 

It  seemed  p^per  to  dwell  at  some  length  on  the  traits 
of  this  remarkable  and  extensive  religious  awakening,  because 
it  shows  how  fiimiliar  the  subject  of  this  memoir  was  with 
the  good  and  the  evil  of  such  excitements ;  especially  as  in  a 
later  period  of  his  life,  when  he  felt  constrained  to  unite 
with  other  wise  men  in  protesting  against  enthusiastic  ex- 
cesses and  fisJse  doctrine,  he  was  frequently  treated  by 
opponents  as  a  rigid  book-divine,  who  had  grown  up  in  cold 
forms,  ¥dthout  acquaintance  with  great  outpourings  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  How  far  this  was  from  the  true  state  of  the 
facts,  will  have  been  sufficiently  apparent  in  the  preceding 
extracts. 
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It  was  Ik  remarkable  peculiarity  of  this  great  popular 
TQformation,  that  amidst  all  its  outbreaking  enthusiaam  and 
Btrai^  animal  Station,  it  was  not  carried  forward  by 
means  of  corrupt  doctrine.  Aberrations  firom  the  truth  there 
doubUess  w^re  in  the  case  of  individuals,  and  even  bodies  of 
errorists  Inoke  away  on  one  side  and  the  other,  especially  in 
the  West ;  but  all  the  preachers  whom  we  have  had  occarion 
to  name,  were  zealously  attached  to  the  sound  Noncon- 
formist theology  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Minor  points 
were  indeed  brought  into  question  among  the  active  minds 
of  inquirers,  stimulated  by  greatly  exalted  feeling ;  but  the 
fimdamentals  of  reformation  truth  were  left  undisturbed. 
Most  of  those  in  the  Valley  who  professed  their  fJEiith  main- 
tained their  constancy,  but  some  who  persevered  most  fiuth- 
folly  were  not  the  most  prominent  at  the  beginning. 
'^  Much  oonversation  took  place  concerning  the  nature  of 
fidth,  the  necessity  of  legal  conviction,  and  the  question 
whether  there  was  an  operation  on  the  soul  itself  prior  to 
all  spiritual  views,  or  wheth^  regeneration  was  effected  by 
the  introduction  of  truth  to  the  mind.  When  we  brought 
our  various  opinions  to  Mr.  Graham  for  his  decision,  we 
fimnd  that  his  judgment  was  peculiar.  He  maintained  that 
as  conversion  is  the  change  of  a  rational  agent,  it  must  be  a 
matter  of  conviction  and  choice  ;  and  that  it  was  absurd  to 
suppose  any  physical  operation  on  the  soul  itself  to  be  neces- 
sary or  even  conceivable.  This  opinion  therefore  became 
prevalent.  The  opposite,  supposed  to  be  that  of  many  called 
Hopkinsians,  was  that  no  change  takes  place  in  the  views  of 
the  understanding,  but  such  as  arises  from  a  change  in  the 
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feelings  of  the  heart.  But  some  of  us  were  not  satisfied 
with  either  of  these  explanations.  We  supposed  that  a  soul 
dead  in  sin  was  incapable  of  spiritual  views  and  feelings, 
until  made  partaker  of  spiritual  life  ;  that  this  principle  of 
life  was  imparted  in  r^neration  ;  so  that  the  natural  order 
of  exercises  was^  that  the  quickened  soul  entertained  new 
views,  which  were  accompanied  by  new  feelings  in  accordance 
with  the  truths  presented  to  the  mind.  This  opinion  I  then 
adopted  and  have  always  held.  The  Spirit  operates  on  the 
dead  soul,  communicating  the  principle  of  life.  The  Word 
holds  up  to  the  view  of  the  r^nerated  soul  the  evil  of  sin 
which  leads  to  repentance,  and  shows  the  excellency  and 
suitableness  of  Christ  as  a  Saviour  in  all  his  offices,  and 
reveals  the  beauty  of  holiness. 

^^  Among  other  practical  books,  Marshall  on  Sanctification 
came  into  use,  strongly  recommended  by  some,  as  exhibit- 
ing the  only  true  view  of  saving  fidth^  and  as  fitted  at  once 
to  give  peace  to  the  troubled  conscience.  Some  who  had 
received  little  comfort  in  religion,  seized  on  this  notion  of 
fiiith,  persuaded  themselves  that  their  sins  were  pardoned 
and  that  Christ  and  all  his  benefits  were  theirs,  and  exulted 
for  a  time  in  the  pleasing  delusioit  But  they  generally  fell 
back  into  doubt  and  distress.  The  instances  of  persons  pro- 
fessing a  full  assurance  were  few.  Qreat  caution  was  exer- 
cised, to  guard  against  deception ;  which  perhaps  led  to 
undue  nicety  in  the  attempt  to  discriminate  between  the 
exercises  of  the  believer  and  the  hypocrite,  and  to  a  multi- 
plication of  marks  and  evidences,  some  of  which  were  not 
deduced  fix>m  the  Holy  Scriptures.    This  caused  perplexity 
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in  the  mincLs  of  many  sincere  persons,  and  detracted  firom  the 
peace  which  they  might  have  enjoyed.  Nevertheless  just 
views  were  generaUy  entertained  on  this  subject,  and  our 
pastor  was  lucid  and  discriminating  as  to  the  nature  of  true 
religion." 

"With  many  the  impressions  suddenly' made  vanished 
away  by  degrees,  so  that  they  became  as  careless  as  ever ; 
and  some  no  doubt  entered  the  communion  of  the  Church 
who  had  not  the  root  of  the  matter  in  them.  But  a  large 
number  continued  to  give  evidence  of  the  depth  and  reality 
of  the  work  of  grace  in  their  hearts.  Some  of  the  most 
lively  Christians  were  of  the  female  sex." 

Of  the  period  concerning  which  we  have  been  writing 
there  remain  several  little  books,  chiefly  in  cipher,  containing 
a  brief  journal  of  the  writer's  private  exercises.  They  begin 
when  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  extend  with  inter- 
ruptions for  about  six  years.  For  several  reasons  we  make 
no  use  of  them ;  partly  because  of  their  scantiness,  partly 
because  his  mature  judgment  seems  to  have  been  adverse  to 
such  diaries,  but  chiefly  because  he  has  given  elsewhere  as 
much  of  these  transactions  between  Gkxi  and  his  soul,  as  he 
desired  to  be  remembered. 

The  records  from  which  we  make  these  extracts  contain 
narratives  of  fearful  apostasy,  in  a  few  remarkable  instances ; 
fall  of  interest  and  warning,  but  too  extensive  in  their  details 
to  find  a  place  in  our  pages.  Some  of  these  fisital  resiilts 
are  attributed  by  the  writer  himself  to  the  practice  commoa 
in  most  revivals  of  dragging  young  and  obscure  persons  into 
public  view,  and  to  the  ill-judged  stress  laid  on  apparent 
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gifbs  of  fluent  and  acceptable  prayer  in  seeniing  conYerts. 
On  this  subject  his  views  corresponded  with  those  of  Bobert 
Hall,  who  in  reviewing  his  own  juvenile  experience  in  respect 
to  this  matter,  writes  as  follows  :  ^^  I  never  call  the  circum- 
stance to  mind  but  ¥dth  grief  at  the  vanity  it  inspired ; 
nor,  when  I  think  of  such  mistakes  of  good  men,  am  I  in- 
clined to  question  the  correctness  of  Baxter's  language, 
strong  as  it  is,  where  he  says,  ^  Nor  should  men  turn  preach- 
ers as  the  river  Nilus  breeds  frogs  (saith  Herodotus),  where 
one  half  nKyoeth  before  the  other  is  mode,  and  while  it  is  yet 
but  plain  mud  /'"^ 

Sixty  years  ago,  when  Archibald  Alexander  was  strug- 
gling to  acquire  an  education,  there  was  no  such  provision  of 
literary  apparatus  as  in  our  day.  Single  volumes  passed 
from  house  to  house,  as  great  treasures,  and  the  youth  was 
happy  who  could  own  any  one  of  those  works  which  now 
greet  us  with  profusion.  Our  young  student  speaks  of 
several  authors  who  influenced  his  mind  in  this  its  forming 
state.  First  among  these  were  such  as  met  the  demands  of 
his  troubled  mind  during  early  awakenings  ;  Owen,  Baxter, 
AUeine,  the  Erskines,  Willison,  Doddridge,  Whitefield,  Je- 
nyns  and  Dickinson's  Letters. 

At  the  instance  of  General  Andrew  Moore,  yoimg  Alex- 
ander was  induced  to  think  of  going  to  Princeton  College, 
then  under  the  presidentship  of  Dr.  Witherspoon.  To  this 
plan  his  father  was  very  fiivourable  ;  his  clothes  were  packed 
up  and  actually  forwarded  a  certain  part  of  the  way.    A 

*  Memoir  of  Robert  Hull,  VoL  IlL,  p.  5. 
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day  or  two  before  setting  out,  howerer,  he  waited  on  Mr. 
Qrahain,  from  whom  he  desired  to  take  letters.  To  his  sur- 
prise Mr.  Graham  disapproved  the  whole  scheme,  and  gave 
such  a  description  of  the  inconveniences  to  which  he  would 
be  sulijected  as  an  undergraduate,  and  the  advantages  of  de- 
ferring this  step  until  he  should  take  d^rees  at  Lexington, 
that  he  was  persuaded  to  remain  at  home.  G^n.  Moore 
was  chagrined,  and  the  family  of  Mr.  Eeid  were  much  dis- 
pleased. It  must  be  admitted  that  the  difficulties  suggested 
by  Mr.  Graham  were  imapnary.  But  Providence  directs  in 
all  such  conjunctures,  and  the  very  next  day  Mr.  Alexander 
was  seized  with  a  fever,  which  held  him  many  weeks  in  great 
suffering  and  danger.  The  physician  who  was  called  in, 
came  to  the  bedside  drunk.  For  a  large  part  of  the  time 
the  patient  was  in  a  raging  delirium.  At  one  stage  of  the 
disease  he  lay  speechless,  and  the  &mily  was  called  to  see 
him  die.  One  morning,  about  daybreak,  he  heard  the  voice 
of  a  neighbour  at  the  door,  inquiring,  "  Is  he  still  alive  ?  " 
It  was  the  preposterous  custom  of  the  country  for  every  one 
to  have  access  to  the  sick  room,  and  one  day  when  a  sermon 
was  preached  in  the  house,  half  the  congregation  came  in  to 
see  him,  and  some  good  but  unwise  men  undertook  to  talk 
with  him  on  religious  subjects,  while  his  mind  was  alienated. 
But  it  was  God's  purpose  to  spare  him  for  usefulness.  For 
several  weeks  he  was  lifted  out  of  bed,  as  an  infant.  His 
constitution,  which  was  vigorous  before,  received  a  shock, 
fiom  which,  as  he  supposed,  it  never  fully  recovered.  He 
was  seized  with  an  excruciating  sciatica,  and  suffered  for 
months  with  a  distressing  cough  ;  so  that  during  the  whole 
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winter  and  spring  of  1790,  he  was  in  feeble  and  'as  it  seemed 
declining  health. 

The  Sweet  Springs  had  already  become  a  place  of  fie- 
quent  resort,  and  thither  he  was  accompanied  by  his  father  in 
the  ensuing  summer.  The  scenes  were  new  to  him,  and  we 
would  fain  believe  are  such  as  no  longer  present  themselves  in 
that  beautiful  locality.  "  A  company  of  gamblers  never  inter- 
mitted their  games  day  or  night,  Sunday  or  workingday,  dur- 
ing the  whole  time  I  was  there.  They  relieved  one  another, 
and  would  sometimes  come  out  to  the  fountain,  adding  not  a 
little  to  the  horrid  symphony  of  oaths  and  imprecations  which 
filled  the  air  at  these  gatherings.  They  strove  to  outdo  one 
another  in  the  rapidity  and  novelty  of  their  profisuie  expres- 
sions. Some  of  these  persons  came  every  year,  and  had 
their  log  cabins  to  dwell  in.  Besides  other  invalids  there 
were  old  broken-down  debauchees,  who  were  endeavouring  to 
prop  up  a  shattered  and  polluted  constitution.  There  was 
an  old  Baptist  by  the  name  of  Cox,  fix)m  North  Carolina^ 
who  had  been  here  eveiy  season  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
was  treated  with  a  sort  of  respect  by  the  profane,  although 
they  would  throw  out  a  jest  at  his  sobriety  ;  to  which  he 
would  reply,  *  Gentlemen,  if  there  is  no  future  state,  your 
course  may  do,  but  if  it  should  turn  out  that  there  is,  I  should 
fear  to  be  in  your  place.'  "  He  adds  a  painful  accoimt  of 
a  dying  man,  who  though  belonging  to  the  convivial  circle 
was  abandoned  by  his  comrades.  '^  They  would  only  come 
within  twenty  or  thirty  yards  of  the  cabin,  and  ask  how  he 
did  ;  but  I  could  hear  their  oaths  as  I  sat  beside  him.  I 
found  on  his  table.  Law's  Serious  Call,  which  I  had  never 
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seen,  and  which  I  read  through  that  night.  Nothing  ever 
more  goaded  mj  conscience  ;  yet  I  believe  it  did  me  little 
good,  for  I  was  in  a  despondent  state." 

During  most  of  his  sojourn  he  was  in  the  fomily  of  Mr. 
Lewis,  the  proprietor  of  the  Sweet  Springs.  Here  he  met 
with  the  Bev.  Mr.  McBoberts,  of  Prince  Edward,  whose  name 
will  appear  again  in  our  narrative.  Mr.  LeGrand  also  came 
to  the  Springs,  and  preached  to  the  visitors.  The  sketches 
which  follow  are  too  characteristic  to  be  omitted,  especially 
as  the  memorials  of  this  period  are  scanty. 

^*  My  health  was  improving,  and  several  weeks  remained 
of  the  time  allotted  to  my  stay,  but  finding  a  man  fix>m 
Augusta  returning  with  &  led  horse,  I  prevafled  on  him  to 
convey  me  to  Bockbridge,  which  would  be  only  a  few  miles 
out  of  his  way.  We  set  out  rather  late  and  were  unable  to 
reach  our  lodging  place  before  night ;  and  being  near  the 
banks  of  Jackson's  Biver  we  lost  our  way,  and  took  a  path 
which  led  us  off  fix>m  the  main  road  directly  across  the  hills 
towards  the  river.  For  a  time  our  situation  was  not  only 
painful  but  perilous,  as  the  ravines  which  we  descended 
were  very  deep.  After  wandering  some  time  we  saw  a  dis- 
tant light,  and  with  some  difficulty  reached  a  cabin  in  the 
•low  grounds.  We  found  two  women  in  the  house,  one  aged, 
and  the  other  young,  but  the  mother  of  several  children, 
who  were  sleeping  in  the  room  which  we  entered,  of  course 
the  only  one  in  the  house.  There  was  an  evident  reluctance 
in  these  persons  to  comply  with  our  request  for  lodging,  the 
reason  of  which  transpired  in  due  time.  The  matron  set  to 
work,  however,  and  provided  a  supper,  which  to  our  appetites 
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appeared  very  good.  Scarcely  had  we  ended  our  repast, 
when  the  man  of  the  house  came  home  in  a  state  of  intoxica- 
tion. He  was  very  noisy  before  he  came  in,  but  when  he 
foimd  two  strangers,  he  became  outrageous  and  ordered  us 
to  depart.  We  expostulated,  reminding  him  that  the  night 
was  dark  and  that  we  could  not  possibly  regain  the  high- 
road. The  wife  and  mother  joined  their  entreaties  to  ours, 
and  he  at  length  consented  to  ftimish  provender  for  our 
horses,  and  soon  fell  into  a  sound  sleep.  His  wife  spread  a 
bed  on  the  floor. 

"  We  rose  early,  on  a  lovely  Sabbath  morning ;  my  plan 
in  setting  out  having  been  to  reach  the  forks  of  Jackson's 
Biver  and  the  Cow  Pasture,  where  I  knew  Mr.  LeGrand 
was  to  be.  The  man  of  the  house  avose  eaiiy  also,  and  with 
a  marked  change  in  his  demeanour.  He  was  deeply  mortified 
at  the  inhospitality  of  the  previous  night,  and  sought  in 
every  way  to  make  amends  for  it.  Our  way  lay  all  the 
morning  along  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  in  some  ^aces 
there  was  sgarcely  room  for  a  bridle-path  between  the  moun- 
tain and  the  chann^  The  ride  was  delightful  and  refresh- 
ing, and  before  reaching  the  junction  of  the  Cow  Pasture, 
we  passed  what  I  have  always  admired  as  a  most  picturesque 
spot ;  I  mean  that  where  Jackson's  Biver  makes  its  way 
through  the  high  and  steep  mountain.  The  fissure  is  veiy 
narrow,  and  the  sides  abrupt,  with  piles  of  rock  at  the  bottom. 
The  two  sides  of  the  breach  seem  to  correspond  with  each 
other,  showing  that  there  had  once  been  a  continuous  ridge. 

^'  We  arrived  at  Mr.  Davidson's  long  before  the  hour  of 
public  worship.    The  people  seldom  heard  a  sermon ;  being 
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BO  Btnmg  along  the  narrow  valleys,  that  they  can  never  form 
oelf-supportdng  congregations,  but  most  always  depend  on 
itinerants,  or  the  transient  visits  of  ministers  from  a  distance. 
In  such  regions  it  is  pleasing  to  see  the  ardour  with  which 
the  monntain  people  flock  to  the  place  of  meeting ;  issuing 
from  every  hoUow  of  the  neighbouring  hills,  on  horseback 
and  on  foot.  When  the  young  preacher  arose,  with  his 
fdngular  advantages  of  mien  and  voice,  an  imwonted  air  of 
ademnity  and  interest  pervaded  the  assembly.  Mr.  Le- 
Grand  again  preached  much  to  my  heart ;  seldom  have  I 
spent  a  happier  day.  We  had  two  sermons,  with  a  short 
intervaL  When  he  met  me  at  the  edge  of  the  dense  forest 
whither  he  had  retired  for  devotion,  his  face  seemed  like  that 
of  Moees  io  shine,  and  as  we  were  on  terms  of  great  intimacy 
he  said  to  me,  ^  If  I  ever  enjoyed  sensible  communion  with 
Qod,  it  was  within  the  last  half  hour.'  And  his  sermon  bore 
witness  that  he  had  been  ¥dth  Jesus.  These  discourses 
were  not  in  vain.  The  seeds  of  piety  were  sown  in  many 
young  hearts  that  day.  Several  members  of  Mr.  Davidson's 
&mily  dated  their  serious  impressions  from  that  day.  I  re- 
luctantly parted  with  Mr.  LeGrand  in  the  morning,  as  my 
travelling  companion  was  becoming  impatient  to  be  on  his  * 
way.  My  leaving  the  Springs  at  this  time  was  imprudent ; 
as  I  now  believe  that  if  I  had  remained,  my  health  would 
have  been  entirely  restored.  As  it  was,  though  much  re- 
cruited by  the  use  of  the  waters,  I  soon  fell  back  into  a  state 
ofdeWUty." 
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PSEPABATIOiro  FOB  THB  imriBTBY — THBOLOOIOAL  0LAB6 — ^FIBST  ATTEMPT  AT 
XZHOBTATIO]! — YIBIT  TO  FHHADKLFBIA-- QXNXSAL  AeSSMBLT-— OBKAT 
MUT  of  THB  DAY — JUBTUKN. 

THE  time  had  arrived  when  it  was  natural  aiid  almost 
necessary  for  Mr.  Alexander  to  choose  a  profession  for 
life.  The  subject  had  been  forced  upon  his  mind  during  all 
the  months  of  his  religious  inquiry.  At  the  Sweet  Springs 
he  conversed  freely  on  this  point  with  Mr.  LeGrand  The 
ministry  of  the  gospel  was  clearly  his  choice,  but  he  con- 
ceived himself  altogether  unfit  for  a  work  of  such  impor- 
tance. Mr.  Legrand  however  urged  him  to  engage  at  once 
in  the  study  of  divinity.  After  the  disappointment  experi- 
enced in  r^ard  to  Princeton,  he  privately  read  from  time  to 
time  such  books  as  he  could  procure,  and  so  far  as  his  health 
permitted.  "  I  doubted  my  call," .  says  he,  "  to  this  high 
and  holy  office.  The  only  other  pursuit  which  entered  my 
thoughts  was  that  of  agriculture ;  and  I  pleased  myself  with 
the  thought  of  retirement  and  escape  from  the  awful  r&- 
sponsilHlities  of  the  ministry.    I  still  however  went  on  with 
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my  studies.  While  before  I  had  been  readkig  at  i^iidom 
every  good  book  I  could  lay  hold  of^  I  now  thought  it  neces- 
saiy  to  commence  the  study  of  theology  with  more  method. 
I  expected  to  be  put  to  reading  many  ponderous  volumes  in 
Latin,  and  endeavoured  to  brace  my  nerves  for  the  effort. 
Accordingly  I  went  to  Mr.  Graham  with  a  request  that  he 
would  direct  my  studies.  He  smiled,  and  said,  '  If  you  mean 
erer  to  be  a  theologian,  you  must  come  at  it  not  by  reading 
but  by  thinking."  He  then  ridiculed  the  way  of  taking  our 
opinions  upon  the  authority  of  men,  and  of  deciding  ques- 
tions by  merely  citing  the  judgments  of  this  or  that  great 
theologian  ;  repeating  what  he  had  just  said,  that  I  must 
learn  to  think  for  myself  and  form  my  own  opinions  ftom 
the  Bible.  This  conversation  discouraged  me  more  than  if 
he  had  told  me  to  read  half  a  dozen  folios.  For  as  to  learning 
any  thing  by  my  own  thoughts,  I  had  no  idea  of  its  practi- 
cability. But  it  did  me  more  good  than  any  directions  or 
counsels  I  ever  received.  It  threw  me  on  my  own  resources, 
and  led  me  to  feel  the  necessity  of  disciplining  my  own 
thoughts  and  searching  into  the  principles  of  things. 

^'  My  thoughts  were  entirely  absorbed  in  theological  ques- 
tions, and  as  there  were  several  young  men  of  education  in 
Lexington,  we  carried  on  daily  discussions.  Taking  nothing 
for  granted  vdthout  proof,  we  debated  especially  all  the 
points  in  controversy  between  Calvinists  and  Arminians. 
The  Methodists  who  prc^essed  Arminian  doctrine  were 
spreading  their  opinions  on  all  sides.  When  I  first  began  the 
study  of  theology  I  had  no  companion  but  John  Lyle,  who 
had  been  for  some  time  a  pupil  of  Mr.  Qraham  ;  but  after  a 
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whfle  we  had  half  a  dozen.  Every  Saturday  we  met  at  our 
preceptor's  study,  for  recitation  and  debate.  Even  at  this 
time  Mr.  Ghttham  was  much  engaged  in  the  study  of  Mental 
Philosophy.  He  had  a  natural  turn  for  such  investigations, 
and  had  observed  for  himself  with  great  acuteness.  He  had 
recently  obtained  the  works  of  Eeid  and  Seattle,  with  others 
of  the  Scottish  school ;  but  he  thought  he  could  construct  a 
better  system  than  any  proposed  by  these  writers.  Accord- 
ingly he  digested  a  series  of  lectures,  which  he  frequently 
delivered  to  his  students  and  to  a  class  of  young  ladies. 
They  were  perspicuous  and  methodical  and  rested  cm  obser- 
vations made  by  himself.  I  believe  they  were  never  written 
out,  for  he  had  a  strong  aversion  to  the  pen,  and  in  speaking 
he  had  such  a  command  of  his  knowledge  as  to  require  no 
assistance  from  notes.  During  the  time  of  my  theological 
studies  I  perused  no  great  number  of  volumes,  but  some  I 
read  with  much  care.  Among  these  were  Edwards  on  the 
Will,  on  Original  Sin,  and  on  the  Affections  ;  Bates's  Har- 
mony of  the  Divine  Attributes,  and  some  treatises  of  Owen 
and  Boston." 

In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year,  1790,  the  PresbytCTy 
of  Lexington  was  to  meet  at  the  North  Mountain  Meeting- 
House,  in  the  county  of  Augusta.  This  church  is  now 
called  Hebron.  Mr.  Alexander  was  prevailed  upon  by  his 
friends  and  teachers  to  present  himself  to  that  body  in  order 
to  trials  for  the  ministry.  He  describes  his  feelings  on  this 
occasion  as  very  uncomfortable,  from  remaining  doubts  as  to 
his  being  called  to  the  work  ;  but  he  was  averse  to  disr^ard 
the  advice  of  his  honoured  preceptor,  who  had  acquired  an 
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infiiieEioe  over  him  which  he  ooald  hardly  resist*  The 
Presbytery  perceived  his  gifts,  and  encouraged  him  to  pro- 
ceed. It  appears  from  their  records  that  this  event  took 
place  on  the  20th  day  of  October,  1790.  Mr.  Qraham  had 
resolved  to  get  the  permission  of  the  Presbytery  that  the  can- 
didates under  their  care  should  have  the  privilege  of  exhort- 
ing in  social  meetings  for  religious  worship  ;  for  in  that  day 
the  fdnction  of  public  teaching  had  not  been  distributed  so 
lavishly  among  the  lay  brethren,  as  in  our  own  time.  And 
to  quiet  the  scruples  of  Mr.  Alexander,  he  was  informed  that 
his  actual  entrance  on  the  ministry  might  be  postponed  as 
kxig  as  he  chose.  On  returning  home  from  the  Presbyteiy, 
he  soon  received  notice  that  authority  had  been  given  to 
him  and  his  fellow-student,  Mr.  John  Lyle,  to  exercise  their 
gifts  in  exhortation.  Mr.  Graham  was  accustomed  to  hold 
a  meeting  at  Kerr's  Creek,  at  the  house  of  old  John  McKee. 
This  place  was  therefore  selected  for  the  debut  of  the  young 
candidates.  But  the  event  is  too  interesting  not  to  be 
related  in  his  own  words.  It  is  seldom  that  we  have  such 
descriptions  of  a  first  effort  from  one  who  was  destined  to 
become  emin^it  in  this  very  field  of  labour. 

^^  The  thing  was  new  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
many  came  together.  I  was  exceedingly  apprehensive  that  I 
should  utterly  fail,  and  not  be  able  to  say  any  thing,  for  I 
had  never  spoken  in  public  except  what  I  had  committed  to 
memory.  I  had  once  attempted  to  speak  in  a  juvenile  de- 
bate, without  the  least  success.  We  arrived  at  the  place 
eariy  in  the  evening,  and  retired  to  the  grove.  When  we 
returned  to  the  house  Mr,  Lyle  appeared  to  be  much  ani- 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


86  SXT1MP0BAKB0U8  SPKAKING. 

mated  and  devated.  He  told  me  that  he  had  a  remarkable 
flow  of  thought;  and  seemed  confident  of  a  prosperous  issne ; 
which  only  discouraged  me  the  more,  as  I  was  weighed  do?m 
with  a  heavy  burden.  After  singing  and  prayer,  Mr.  Ghnaham 
called  first  upon  Lyle,  who  arose  with  an  awful  cloud  upon 
his  brow,  seized  &st  hold  of  the  chair  upon  which  he  had 
been  sitting,  and  with  many  contortions  of  countenance 
forced  out  a  few  words  ;  but  his  fiow  of  thought  had  deserted 
him.  He  hemmed  and  groaned,  rolled  up  his  pocket-hand- 
kerchief into  a  ball,  made  a  few  convulsive  gestures,  and  sat 
down.  After  another  prayer  and  hymn,  I  was  called  upon. 
Although  I  did  not  know  a  smgle  word  which  I  was  to  utter, 
I  began  with  a  rapidity  and  fiuency  equal  to  any  I  have  en- 
joyed to  this  day.  I  was  astonished  at  myself,  and  as  I  was 
young  and  small,  the  old  people  were  not  less  astonished. 
From  this  time  I  exhorted  at  one  place  and  another,  several 
times  every  week.  It  was  still  a  cross  for  me  to  hold  forth 
at  Lexington ;  and  after  efforts  unsatisfiwtory  to  myself  I 
often  suflfered  keen  anguish  of  spirit,  from  various  causes. 
At  other  times  my  heart  was  enlarged,  my  feelings  were 
lively,  so  that  I  found  delight  in  the  utterance  of  truth. 
At  that  time  I  seldom  followed  any  premeditated  train  of 
thought ;  the  words  which  I  first  spoke  generally  opened  a 
track  for  me,  which  I  pursued." 

It  is  a  proper  addition  to  this  statement  to  say  that, 
throughout  his  life,  the  extemporaneous  discourses  of  Dr. 
Alexander,  which  indeed  were  the  highest  effusions  of  his 
mind,  partook  of  the  character  of  these  eaily  efforts ;  and  he 
has  been  heard  to  say  again  and  again,  that  if  he  were  to 
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stake  his  life  on  a  sin^e  effort,  he  would,  if  femiliar  with 
the  general  subject,  abandon  himself  entirely  to  the  impulse 
<^  the  moment. 

Doling  the  continnanoe  of  the  revival,  Mr.  Graham  was 
mnch  engaged  in  preaching,  not  only  at  home,  but  in  many 
other  congregations,  for  there  was  an  awakened  attention  to 
refigion  almost  throu^ont  the  Valley  ;  and  in  the  remote 
and  destitute  places  there  was  an  uncommon  desire  to  hear 
the  GospeL  He  therefcnre  made  some  preaching  tours  among 
the  mountains,  and  along  the  streams,  where  the  population 
is  too  mnch  extended  through  narrow  vales  to  admit  of  com- 
pact societies.  On  one  of  these  excursions  he  was  accompa- 
nied by  his  young  pupil.  They  crossed  the  North  Mountain 
at  what  is  called  the  New  Gtip,  where  the  ascent  is  exceed- 
ingly steep.  After  leaving  the  mountain  they  fell  down 
upon  the  James  Biver  near  the  place  where  it  takes  that 
name,  that  is,  just  below  the  junction  of  the  Jackson  and 
Cow  pasture  Bivers.  Mr.  Graham  preached  to  these  scattered 
people  with  a  clearness  which  made  all  understand,  and  with 
an  earnestness  and  affection  which  caused  deep  feeling.  One 
of  their  meetings  was  at  the  house  of  a  rich  old  German. 
"  In  the  morning,"  says  a  narrative  from  which  we  derive 
Aeee  &cts,  "  Mr.  John  Lyle,  my  fellow-student  and  travel- 
ling companion,  informed  me  that  before  sunrise  he  had  seen 
a  labourer  take  the  German  Bible  from  the  house  into  a 
neighbouring  thicket,  where  he  kept  it  about  half  an  hour 
and  then  went  to  his  work.  We  agreed  to  have  some  con- 
versation with  the  man,  and  learned  from  him  that  he  lived 
at  a  distance,  but  that  he  was  now  engaged  for  a  time  in 
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attending  to  some  hemp,  in  a  piece  of  land  allowed  him  by  tbe 
farmer.  We  fonnd  that  he  had  not  been  present  at  the 
sermon  the  day  before.  He  gave  ns  the  following  narrative. 
'  I  have  lived,  ever  since  I  was  married,  on  the  Oow  pasture 
Biver,  where  the  Gkwpel  is  seldom  preached.  For  a  few 
months  we  engaged  a  man  to  preach,  and  poor  and  careless 
as  we  were,  I  subscribed  a  dollar,  and  then  thought  I  would 
go  and  get  the  worth  of  my  money.  I  frequently  felt  my 
oonscience  moved,  but  the  impression  soon  went  off.  Soon 
after  the  preacher  left  us,  I  was  one  day  riding  by  myself 
when  all  at  once  I  had  such  a  view  of  my  lost  condition  and 
sinftdness,  that  I  felt  as  if  the  earth  would  open  and  swallow 
me  up.  Though  the  awful  feeling  of  that  moment  subsided, 
I  fell  into  a  state  of  settled  distress.  I  knew  that  I  was  a 
sinner,  but  knew  not  how  my  sins  could  be  pardoned.  I  was 
advised  to  read  the  Bible,  which  I  did ;  but  the  more  I  read, 
the  more  was  I  condemned,  and  my  distress  was  thereby  in- 
creased, so  that  for  a  while  I  shut  up  the  book  and  put  it 
away.  Yet  I  could  not  find  rest,  and  so  returned  to  reading. 
My  neighbours  were  of  various  opinions  respecting  my  case. 
Some  were  of  opinion  that  my  reason  was  touched,  others 
said  it  was  low  spirits. 

"  *  My  distress  of  mind  began  to  wear  me  away,  until  at 
last  I  was  unable  to  work  in  the  field,  and  my  wife  and 
chQdren  were  likely  to  come  to  want.  At  length  I  scarcely 
had  strength  to  walk  the  floor.  One  Sunday  evening  a  little 
before  sunset  I  was  sitting  on  the  side  of  my  bed,  where  I 
had  been  reading  my  Bible,  when  all  of  a  sudden  my  mind 
seemed  to  be  full  of  light  and  my  heart  of  love  and  joy.    I 
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thouj^t  that  Christ  had  died  for  my  sms,  and  that  GK)d  had 
fogiven  me  for  his  sake.  It  was  so  plain,  I  wondered  that 
I  had  never  seen  it  before.  The  joy  was  so  great  that  I  sank 
down  on  the  bed,  and  almost  swooned.  My  wife  shrieked, 
thinking  I  was  about  to  die.  But  I  was  soon  able  to  tdl 
her  that  I  was  happy — as  happy  as  I  could  be — ^that  I  had 
seen  Christ  to  have  died  for  me  on  the  cross,  and  that  God 
bad  pardoned  all  my  sins.  In  this  happy  state  I  remained 
fer  some  time  ;  but  by  degrees  I  b^an  to  believe  that  it  was 
a  delusion.  Darkness  came  over  me  and  my  distress  re- 
tamed  ;  but  not  as  at  first,  for  I  now  knew  that  whether  I 
had  received  it  or  not  there  was  pardon  for  miserable  sinners. 
But  for  several  years  I  have  had  no  comft^rt.  I  read  and 
pray,  and  sometimes  have  a  fisdnt  hope,  but  for  the  most  part 
am  in  darkness.  It  is  now  nine  yeiu^  since  I  had  this  wcm- 
deifdl  discovery,  and  during  all  that  time  I  have  never  heard 
a  sermon,  nor  ever  before  met  with  a  single  person  who  un- 
derstood my  case.' 

"  When  the  poor  German  had  proceeded  thus  fiur,  we 
had  reached  the  place  of  meeting,  and  found  the  house  ML 
We  w^?e  very  solicitous  tiiat  Mr.  Graham  might  be  led 
to  choose  a  subject  suited  to  the  case  of  our  German  brother, 
fin-  such  we  esteemed  him.  And  it  was  so  ordered  that  the 
text  led  him  to  open  the  way  of  salvation,  and  to  describe 
the  exercises  of  a  soul  when  closing  with  Christ  on  the 
tonus  of  the  Gospel.  That  day  we  heard  more  for  the  af- 
flicted man  than  for  ourselves.  He  never  took  his  eyes  off 
the  pieacher,  and  during  the  hour  of  the  sermon  they  were 
foil  of  tears.     His  emotions  were  evidently  various.    We 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


90  MB.   OBAHAH'S  PBEACHIKa. 

were  incapable  of  entering  into  the  feelings  of  a  man  idio 
had  been  converted  for  nine  years,  and  yet  had  never  heard 
a  sermon,  and  who  for  seven  years  had  been  walking  in  dark- 
ness and  donbt,  without  once  meeting  with  man  or  woman 
who  knew  any  thing  of  experimental  religion.  As  he  had 
to  return  immediately,  we  followed  him  to  his  horse  as  he 
oame  weeping  from  the  house.  His  heart  was  too  fiill  for 
utterance.  At  length  he  liflied  up  his  hands,  and  thanked 
Gk)d  for  the  mercy  bestowed  on  him,  in  giving  him  opportu- 
nity to  hear  the  precious  Gk>spel  that  day.  He  said  that  his 
distress  had  forsaken  him,  and  something  of  I^  first  joy 
filled  his  heart,  but  that  he  had  much  sorrow  for  sin  mingled 
with  his  comfort.  He  took  leave  of  us  with  tears,  tenderly 
thanking  us  for  having  procured  him  this  inestimable  privi- 
^^ Mr.  Graham's  preaching  for  fifteen  years  had  been  at- 
tended with  so  little  apparent  effect,  that  it  is  not  easy  to 
conceive  of  the  joy  with  which  he  witnessed  so  great  a 
diange  in  the  rdigious  aspect  of  the  community.  For  some 
time  he  devoted  himself  entirely  to  the  work  of  the  ministry. 
His  preaching  at  this  time  was  evangelical  and  powerfuL 
The  writer  is  now  of  opinicm,  that  he  never  heard  {torn  any 
man  a  clears  and  stronger  exhibition  of  the  Gospel  tlum  in 
the  Simons  of  Mr.  Graham  during  this  period."^ 

An  event  of  more  than  ordinary  moment  in  the  quiet 
career  of  a  student  in  the  mountains,  was  his  making  a  visit 
in  the  spring  of  1791  to  Philadelphia.    In  his  mature  years 

•  Ma  life  of  Vnilkm  Graham. 
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he  was  aocostomed  to  epeek  with  regret  and  reprehendion  of 
one  part  of  the  counsel  of  his  invaliiable  friend  and  preceptor. 
The  Gteneral  AssOTibly  was  about  to  convene,  and  Mr.  Gra- 
ham, desiring  his  young  and  promising  pupil  to  attend  on 
that  judicatory,  conceived  the  strange  design  that  he  should 
go  in  the  capacity  of  a  ruling  elder.  He  was  little  satisfied 
with  the  arrangement^  but  acquiesced. 

These  were  days  of  equestrian  travel,  and  they  set  out 
as  for  a  long  journey.  An  agreement  had  been  made  to 
meet  Dr.  John  B.  Smith  at  Winchester,  and  to  attend  the 
communion  at  Shepherdstown,  where  Mr.,  afterwards  the 
Bev.  Dr.  Moses  Hoge  was  pastor.  Mr.  Alexander  rode  a 
young  horse,  unaccustomed  to  travelling,  which  was  found- 
ered about  the  third  day.  They  stopped  with  Mr.  Solomon 
Hoge,  brother  of  the  clergyman,  with  whom  resided  his  ven- 
erable fether.  Mr.  Graham,  after  as  much  delay  as  he 
could  afford,  resumed  his  journey.  The  horse  did  not 
amend,  and  this  caused  a  halt  of  some  days. 

"Old  Mr.  Hoge,"  so  he  writes,  "though  eighty-four 
years  of  age,  was  in  the  ftiUest  vigour  of  intellect,  and  de- 
lighted in  theological  discussion.  He  gave  me  a  narrative 
of  the  state  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Pennsylvania 
during  his  youth.  At  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  he  care- 
fully read  over  every  article  of  the  Westminster  Confession 
of  Faith,  to  see  whether  he  could  adopt  the  whole  ;  which 
he  was  able  freely  and  deliberately  to  do.  At  the  time 
when  I  met  him  he  was  in  connection  with  the  Seceder 
Church.  He  did  not  inform  me  how  this  came  about,  but 
some  years  afterwards  Dr.  Hoge  told  me  that  his  fitther  left 
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our  church  on  account  of  the  ^  Adopting  Act/  which  per- 
mitted candidates  to  make  some  exceptions  when  they  re- 
.  ceiyed  tibe  Confession.  I  know  not  that  I  ever  received  so 
much  instruction  in  the  same  time  from  any  one  as  from 
this  old  gentleman.  Certain  difficulties,  which  I  had  on 
some  points,  he  entirely  removed  to  my  satis&ction.  What 
he  told  me  of  the  mother  Presbytery,  of  Philadelphia,  would 
have  been  of  value  if  I  had  written  it  down  from  his  mouth, 
but  before  I  recognised  its  importance,  the  facts  had  become 
dim  in  my  memory.'' 

Mounting  his  crippled  horse,  he  attempted  to  press  for- 
ward, but  before  reaching  Winchester  he  fbimd  him  unable 
to  proceed.  Here  occurred  an  incident  of  travel,  which  be- 
longs to  the  picture  of  life.  ^'  After  struggling  along  a  few 
miles,  I  came  to  Opekan  Creek,  where  the  low  grounds 
were  covered  to  the  depth  of  two  or  three  feet  by  reason  of 
back-water  from  a  mill  below.  When  I  had  reached  about 
midway,  the  horse  determinately  refused  to  proceed,  and 
there  I  was,  seated  on  his  back  in  the  midst  of  the  water. 
There  was  no  way  left  but  to  dismount  into  the  water,  but 
this  I  was  afraid  to  do  on  account  of  my  feeble  health.  Ob- 
serving a  house  at  some  distance  I  called  as  loudly  as  I 
could,  and  at  length  made  myself  heard.  A  large,  lazj  look- 
ing German  came  down  and  asked  why  I  was  sitting  there. 
I  told  him,  8uid  entreated  him  to  get  a  horse  and  bring  me 
out,  but  he  said  there  were  no  horses  near.  The  want  of 
sympathy  in  this  man  aggravated  my  distress.  At  length 
a  man  came  along  on  horseback  who  immediately  led  my 
horse  out ;  and  not  only  so,  but  continued  vnth  me  until 
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iBiie  o'clock  at  nighty  when  I  arrived  at  the  place  to  which 
I  had  heen  directed. 

^*  I  found  old  Mrs.  Bfley  alone ;  all  her  sons  had  gone  to 
the  sacrament  at  Shepherdstown,  where  Dr.  Bmith  and  Mr. 
Graham  were  assbting  Mr.  Hoge.  The  next  momfaig^ 
which  was  the  Sabbath,  I  went  into  the  neighbourhood  to 
hear  a  Methodist  preacher.  At  the  close  of  his  sermon  he 
gave  notice  that  a  Presbyterian  minister  would  preach  at 
Mrs.  Riley's  that  evening.  At  first  I  wondered  who  it  oould 
be  that  had  come  into  the  place,  but  it  soon  occurred  to  me, 
that  it  arose  firom  a  misapprehension  of  something  I  had 
said  to  Mrs.  Eiley.  The  mistake  disturbed  me  not  a  little. 
I  went  to  the  stand  on  which  he  had  preached — ^for  the  ser- 
mon was  in  the  open  air — and  be^ed  him  to  correct  the 
mistake,  but  he  made  light  of  the  difference  between  a 
preacher  and  an  exhorter.  In  the  evening  a  multitude  col- 
leciedy  so  that  the  house  could  not  contain  them.  When  I 
arose  to  speak  I  explained  the  matter,  and  then  delivered  an 
exhortation  of  some  length,  as  the  people  seemed  greedy  to 
hear.  Indeed  there  was  a  considerable  excitement  among 
them,  which  had  been  produced  by  the  preaching  of  Mr. 
Hill  and  also  of  the  clergymen  with  whom  I  was  travelling." 

Provided  here  with  a  fresh  horse,  he  set  out  and  pressed 
on  with  all  his  force  to  overtake  these  companions.  The 
next  day  he  arrived  at  a  neighbourhood  where  Dr.  Smith 
had  just  been  preaching,  and  the  evening  after  arrived  at 
the  house  where  he  was  lodging.  Dr.  Smith's  cordiality  and 
courtesy  here  appeared  to  great  advantage,  and  he  hod  it  in 
his  power  to  communicate  great  relief  to  the  young  and  em- 
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bamussed  BinmgeT.  The  company  went  onward  by  the  way 
of  York,  and  at  length  reached  the  little  town  of  Peqnea, 
a  spot  somewhat  remarkable  in  the  history  of  our  chtorch. 
Here  the  venerable  Doctor  Bobert  Smith,  the  &ther  of 
the  President,  was  still  pastor.  Here  likewise  the  sacm- 
ment  was  to  be  celebrated  on  the  approaching  Sabbath. 
The  congregation  was  large,  but  without  those  signs  of  popur 
lar  feeling  to  which  our  Virginians  had  been  accustomed  at 
hcHne.  On  Monday,  in  conformity  to  the  dd  Scottish  prac- 
tice, Mr.  Graham  discoursed ;  his  sermon  was  powerful  and 
pungent,  and  a  certain  young  man  was  struck  to  the  heart, 
and  came  to  the  house  inquiring  what  he  should  do  to  be 
saved.  On  Tuesday  the  four  travellers  set  their  faces  towarda 
Philadelphia,  and  their  niunber  was  increased  by  old  Dr. 
Smith  and  his  wife.  We  shall  here  annex  copious  extracts 
from  the  personal  narrative,  both  as  giving  a  simple  descrip- 
tion of  the  impressions  made  by  novel  scenes  on  an  un- 
sophisticated mind,  and  as  affording  more  particulars  than 
are  elsewhere  extant  concerning  a  very  important  Gteneral 
Assembly. 

^^  I  felt  a  great  awe  on  my  spirits  at  the  thought  of 
ekitering  the  great  city.  My  impression  was  that  all  eyes 
would  be  directed  towards  me.  As  we  approached,  our  com- 
pany separated,  as  they  expected  to  lodge  in  different  places. 
Mr.  Graham  and  I  stopped  at  a  &rm-house  near  Gray's 
Ferry,  where  we  made  an  agreement  with  the  host,  a  quaker, 
for  the  keeping  of  our  horses.  As  we  rode  along  the  streets 
and  beheld  the  people  pressing  forward  with  rapid  steps,  I 
was  surprised  and  relieved  to  find  that  they  took  no  notice 
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of  US.  The  tavem  whero  we  dismounted  wae,  I  Udoky  in 
Chestnut  Btieet  Here  we  found  a  hale  corpulent  skanof 
forty,  houndng  about  and  att^ding  to  his  guests  with  little 
aid.  The  floors  were  not  carpeted,  but  were  scoured  very 
dean,  and  thickly  sprinkled  with  very  white  sand. 

^^  After  adjusting  oar  dress,  we  repaired  to  the  church  at 
the  comer  of  Third  and  Arch  8t]?eets,  whete  the  Assembly 
was  to  be  opened  by  a  sermon  from  the  Beverend  Bobert 
Smith,  D.D.,  the  late  moderator.  I  went  under  a  paisful 
apprehension  that  the  appearance  of  such  a  youth,  under 
the  denomination  of  a  ruling  elder,  must  excite  the  contempt 
or  pity  of  eveiy  member.  Indeed  it  was  an  ill-judg^d  thing. 
What  struck  me  with  astonishment  was  that  although  thou- 
sands of  people  were  passing  the  doors,  there  were  not  a 
hundred  in  the  church.  Pr.  Smith  preached  a  sermon  of 
which  I  heard  very  little,  as  his  enunciation  was  impaired  by 
the  loss  of  his  teeth.  He  wore  a  very  laige  white  wig, 
coming  down  &x  oyer  his  shoulders,  and  being  short  in 
stature  presented  an  appearance  somewhat  grotesque.  Most 
of  the  clergy  wore  wigs  ;  all  from  the  cities  and  great  towns 
wore  powder,  as  did  many  gentlemen  whom  we  met  in  the 
streets  The  discourse  was  delivered  with  great  earnestness, 
and  the  opinion  which  I  formed  of  the  preacher  was  that  he 
possessed  uncommon  ardour  of  piety.  He  said  much  of  the 
great  revival  in  which  he  had  been  a  labourer,  but  seemed 
much  afraid  of  the  wildfire  and  disorder,  which  so  much  in- 
jured the  cause  in  those  days.  In  private  he  expressed 
apprehensions  lest  his  son  John  Blair  Smith  and  Mr.  Gra- 
ham were  engaged  in  sending  raw  and  unfurnished  ministers 
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into  the  work  He  treated  me  with  great  tenderness,  but 
was  surprised  to  hear  that  I  was  to  be  a  member,  and  asked 
whether  I  came  as  priest  or  Levite.  The  excellent  old  man 
lived  but  a  year  or  two  after  this  time. 

"  Some  interest  seemed  to  be  felt  as  to  the  choice  of 
Moderator.  The  Eev.  Dr.  John  Woodhull,  of  Freehold, 
N.  J.,  was  nominated,  but  Mr.  John  B.  Smith  came  round 
to  us,  and  solicited  our  votes  for  Mr.  McCreaiy,  an  old 
minister  from  Maryland  or  Delaware,  who  was  said  to  be  a 
godly  and  evangelical  man  ;  but  Mr.  Woodhull  had  a  laige 
majority.  The  body  was  small,  consisting  of  not  more  than 
thirty  or  forty  members.  The  leading  ministers  were  Dr. 
Alison  of  Baltimore,  Dr.  McWhorter  of  Newark,  Dr.  Ewing 
of  Philadelphia,  Nathaniel  Irwin  of  Neshaminy,  James  F. 
Armstrong  of  Trenton,  Joseph  Clark  of  New  Brunswick, 
Dr.  Cooper,  Dr.  Latta,  and  Nathan  and  Jacob  Ker.  Dr. 
Nisbet  was  in  constant  attendance,  but  I  have  forgotten 
whether  he  was  a  conmiissioner.  But  all  Presbyterian 
ministers  were  invited  to  sit  as  correspondent  members. 
President  Witherspoon  came  about  the  middle  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  after  a  day  or  two  gave  place  to  Dr.  Samuel  Stan- 
hope Smith.  There  were  few  firom  the  south,  besides  our 
little  company.  I  remember  one  by  the  name  of  Templeton. 
Colonel  John  Bayard,  father  of  John,  Samuel,  and  James  A. 
Bayard,  was  there  as  an  elder,  and  took  an  active  part  in  all 
business,  receiving  much  deference,  as  he  had  occupied  high 
civil  offices.  Dr.  Creen  was  not  a  member,  but  came  every 
day  and  sometimes  engaged  in  discussion.  At  that  time  he 
'  must  have  been  above  thirty  years  of  age ;  his  appearance 
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[  dignified  and  Idfty^  and  except  that  he  was  pale  he  was 
at  a  distance  a  very  handsome  man.  His  peruke  was  the 
finest  I  ever  saw,  &lling  over  his  shoulders  in  great  curls,  which 
were  white  with  powder.  I  was  filled  with  admiration  to 
hear  so  fine  a  man  talk  seriously  about  religion  ;  Sot  I  had 
imbibed  the  prejudice  widely  prevalent  among  the  Metho- 
dists, that  men  or  women  who  dressed  &shionably  and  wore 
powder  and  the  like  <Hiiaments,  must  be  destitute  of  reli* 
gion. 

"  Dr.  Woodhull  the  Moderator  was  a  man  of  good  ap- 
pearance, about  forty-five  years  of  age.  If  I  remember 
ai%ht,  TVilliam  M.  Tennent,  afterwards  Dr.  Tennent  of 
Abmgdon,  was  the  recording  derk,  and  Mr.  Armstrong  the 
reading  derL  The  member  who  took  most  upon  him,  ex- 
plaining every  thing  minutely  and  tediously,  was  Dr. 
McWhorter  of  Newark.  But  though  unnecessarily  prolix 
his  r^narks  were  always  earnest  and  judidoua  Dr.  Nisbet^ 
seemed  desirous  to  learn  all  that  was  said ;  being  somewhat 
deaf  he  would  go  up  close  to  the  speaker  and  turn  to  him 
the  hearing  ear.  His  appearance  was  singular.  He  was 
short  in  stature,  but  broad  in  the  face  and  shoulders  and 
whole  frame,  and  wore  a  gray  wig  which  reached  far  down 
his  bock.  He  took  much  snuff  and  seemed  to  have  the 
habit  of  talking  to  himself,  for  his  lips  were  in  frequent  mo- 
tion^  and  as  he  sometimes  trotted  from  one  speaker  to 
another  he  would  utter  something  audibly.  On  one  of  these 
occasions  as  Dr.  Hall  of  North  Carolina  was  making  an 
earnest  speech,  with  great  solemnity  of  manner,  Dr.  Nisbet 
as  he  returned  to  his  seat  near  the  Moderator  was  heard  to 
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ejaculate^  ^  Poor  human  nature,  poorihuman  nature  ! '  Some 
one  was  officious  enough  to  tell  this  to  Dr.  Hall,  who  was 
grievously  mortified  and  offended.  Nathaniel  Irwin  of 
Neshaminy  was  an  influential  member  of  this  Assembly. 
He  was  very  tall,  and  had  a  voice  the  soimd  of  whidi  pro- 
duced alarm,  on  a  first  hearing.  He  always  took  his  stand 
at  a  place  the  most  remote  from  the  chair,  and  seemed  to 
utter  every  thing  with  the  greatest  sound  he  could  command. 
It  was  easy  to  discern  that  as  his  head  was  literally  long,  so 
it  was  intellectually.  The  very  first  draft  of  a  plan  for 
raising  a  permanent  «  »  «  proceeded  from  him  during 
this  Assembly.  Joseph  Clark  of  New  Brunswick,  after- 
wards Dr.  Clark,  was  a  speaker  who  occupied  much  time, 
from  the  extreme  slowness  of  his  observations. 

"  About  the  middle  of  the  Assembly  Dr.  Witherspoon 
came  from  Princeton,  and  took  his  seat.  He  immediately 
participated  in  the  business,  and  evinced  such  an  intuitive 
clearness  of  apprehension  and  correctness  of  judgment,  that 
his  pointed  remarks  commonly  put  an  end  to  the  discussion. 
In  most  cases  I  thought  I  perceived  how  things  should  be 
decided,  and  was  gratified  to  find  my  opinions  fi^uently 
confirmed  by  those  of  Dr.  Witherspoon.  But  in  one  in- 
stance, in  which  John  D.  Blair  of  Bichmond  took  an  active 
part,  I  was  entirely  misled.  The  question  was  whether  an 
o£knding  member^s  profession  of  repentance  was  a  sufficient 
ground  for  immediate  restoration.  Mr.  Blair  read  the  pas- 
sage in  which  our  Lord  says,  ^  If  thy  brother  offend  against 
thee  seven  times  in  a  day,'  etc.  This  seemed  to  me  as  clear 
as  the  light ;  but  Dr.  Witherspoon  arose  and  dispelled  the 
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ddodon,  by  diRtingniahing  between  a  private  offence^  con- 
cemmg  an  individual,  and  a  public  offence  which  affected  the 
church,  as  also  between  the  offence  of  a  private  member  and 
the  offence  of  a  minister. 

"  Dr.  Witherspoon  renutined  only  two  or  three  days,  after 
which  Dr.  Samuel  Stanhope  Smith  took  his  place.     When 
he  entered  the  house  I  did  not  observe  him,  but  happening 
to  turn  my  head  I  saw  a  person  whom  I  must  still  consider 
the  most  eleguit  I  ever  saw.     The  beauty  of  his  counte- 
nance, the  dear  and  vivid  complexion,  the  symmetiy  of  his 
form  and  the  exquisite  finish  of  his  dress,  were  such  as  to 
strike    the  beholder  at  first   sight.      The  thought  never 
occurred  to  me  that  he  was  a  clergyman,  and  I  supposed 
him  to  be  some  gentleman  of  Philadelphia,  who  had  dropped 
in  to  hear  the  debate.     I  ought  to  have  mentioned  that  Dr. 
Witherspoon  was  as  plain  an  old  man  as  ever  I  saw,  and  as 
£ree   from  any  assumption  of  dignity.     All  he  said,  and 
every  thing  about, him  bore  the  marks  of  importance  and 
authority.     Dr.  Green  had  just  returned  fix)m  the  General 
Association  of  Connecticut,  which  he  had  attended  as  a 
delegate.     He  gave  an  account  of  his  reception,  and  brought 
fijrward  a  resolution  to  agree  with  them  in  a  concert  of 
prayer  for  the  revival  of  religion.     This  was  opposed  by  Dr. 
Alison,  in  a  speech  of  great  power  and  eloquence.     I  never 
heard  a  man  who  could  pour  out  such  a  torrent  of  strong 
thoughts  and  expressions,  without  the  least  appearance  of 
rffort ;  for  he  made  no  attempt  to  play  the  orator,  but  com- 
monly leaned  over  the  side  of  the  pew  and  seldom  raised 
dther  his  head  or  his  hands.    Dr.  Green  made  an  able  and 
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pions  speech  in  reply,  in  the  conrse  of  which  he  mentioDed 
that  the  only  three  men  who  opposed  it  in  the  General  Asso- 
ciation were  a  Mr.  Ohnrch,  a  Mr.  Lord,  and  a  Mr.  Devotion. 
Dr.  Smith  was  also  opposed  to  it,  and  had  cansed  it  to  be 
cast  out  in  the  Synod  of  New- York  and  New  Jersey,  But 
our  Southern  ministers,  fiesh  from  a  great  revival,  were  zeal- 
ously in  favour  of  it,  as  were  the  members  from  the  west  of 
Pennsylvania.  So  that  the  resolution  was  carried  by  a  large 
majority. 

^^The  only  difiBicult  and  unpleasant  cases,  which  came 
before  the  Assembly  of  1791,  were  the  following.  A  certain 
minister  had  been  guilty  of  a  great  crime,  which  was  not 
mentioned ;  after  a  season  of  the  deepest  sorrow  and  full 
confession  and  profession  of  repentance,  he  was  restored  by 
the  Presbytery  of  Newcastle  by  which  he  had  been  deposed. 
He  soon  afterwards  removed  up  the  North  Biver,  carrying 
with  him  clear  credentials.  But  after  a  while  the  report  of 
the  crime  followed  him ;  the  Presbytery  within  whose  bounds 
he  now  was  found  the  charge  to  be  true,  and  brought  a  com- 
plaint against  the  Presbytery  of  Newcastle,  for  diflmiflsing 
the  member  as  in  good  standing,  who  had  been  thus  guilty. 
There  was  much  warmth  among  some  of  the  old  men  about 
this  matter.  Dr.  Cooper  was  not,  I  think,  a  r^rcdar  member 
of  the  Assembly,  but  spoke  as  a  correspondent.  A  severer 
countenance  I  never  looked  upon,  and  in  debate  his  worda^ 
were  sharp  as  a  two-edged  sword.  He  made  a  reply  to  a 
speech  of  Dr.  Samuel  S.  Smith,  which  was  very  tart  and 
cutting.  The  other  case  was  a  complaint  of  Newcastle 
Presbytery  against  that  of  Lewes,  because  the  latter  had 
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taken  -onder  their  care  and  lieensed  a  candidate  wbfle  he  was 
tinder  censure  of  the  ftnner. 

^'  Onr  ministers  were  warm  fiom  a  great  revival,  and  for 
a  year  or  two  had  been  engaged  in  organizing  a  plan  for  send- 
ing ont  missbnaries.  Indeed  the  Synod  of  Yirginia  had  at 
this  time  fonr  or  five  young  men  in  the  field.  These  were 
Nash  LeOrand,  William  Hill,  Cary  Allen,  Bobert  Marshall, 
and  J<^  Lyle. 

*^  While  in  Philadelphia  I  was  frequently  at  the  house  of 
oid  Mrs.  Hodge,  the  grandmother  of  Professor  Hodge.  Here 
John  B.  Smith  and  his  fiunily  were  entertained,  and  here  I 
saw  also  the  widow  of  President  Fiidey  of  Princeton,  who 
was  at  diis  time  entirely  blind.  Dr.  J.  B.  Smith  remained 
in  Philadelphia,  as  the  Third  Presbyterian  Church  (of  which 
the  writer  was  afterwards  pastor)  had  given  him  a  caU, 
after  the  death  of  Dr.  Duffield.'' 

It  was  now  the  month  of  June,  and  as  the  weather  was 
extremely  hot  and  the  roads  were  dusty,  the  little  party 
determined  to  lie  by  during  the  day  and  travel  by  night. 
They  crossed  the  Blue  Bidge  at  Black's  Cktp,  by  the  light 
of  the  nuxm,  which  was  then  near  the  ftdL  But  after  mid- 
ni^t  they  b^an  to  feel  sleepy,  and  having  cleared  the 
mountain  sought  for  some  lodging-place.  Part  of  the  com- 
pany found  a  house  on  the  right ;  Mr.  Graham  and  his 
young  companion  went  further,  and  turned  into  a  farm- 
clearing  on  the  left.  It  was  a  log  house,  and  the  fiunily 
were  asleep  in  bed.  But  in  conformity  with  the  hospitable 
cu8t<Hns  of  the  land,  the  mountaineer  arose  and  admitted 
them,  and  took  charge  of  their  horses.    The  guests  were 
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shown  up  staiiB,  or  rather  up  a  ladder,  to  a  loft  tinder  the 
roof.  Here  they  were  made  acquainted  with  the  German 
fitshion  of  sleeping  under  a  bed,  in  lieu  of  other  covering. 
The  next  day  Dr.  Hall  proposed  to  introduce  them  to  a  case 
of  somnambulism  or  irregular  mental  acticm,  which  carried 
some  appearance  of  the  supematuraL  The  person  was  a 
young  woman  of  the  neighbourhood,  who  every  day  at  a  cer- 
tain hour  seemed  to  Ml  into  a  trance,  and  uttered  wonder- 
ful things. 

"  We  pushed  hard,''  says  the  narrative,  "  to  get  to  the 
house  by  the  hour  of  her  paroxysm,  which  was  one  o'clock. 
Her  name  was  Susannah  Orendorf,  and  she  was  the  dau^ter 
of  a  fimner  near  Sharpsburg.  The  young  woman  was  re- 
clining on  a  bed,  very  pale,  and  dad  in  white.  She  was 
attended  by  an  elder  sister,  who  with  the  parents  agreed  in 
asserting  that  she  had  eaten  nothing  for  five  or  six  months, 
and  that  the  only  thing  which  entered  her  lips  was  a  sip  of 
sweetened  water,  of  which  a  tumbler  stood  near  her  on  the 
table.  This  was  considered  miraculous  by  many,  and  the 
Methodists  preached  about  Susannah,  and  related  her  sayings 
in  their  sermons.  Multitudes  came  to  see  her ;  some  above 
a  hundred  miles ;  so  that  there  would  sometimes  be  two 
hundred  people  there  at  one  time.  After  coming  out  of  one 
of  her  epileptic  fits,  she  would  tell  those  around  her  whsX 
she  had  seen  in  heaven ;  and  so  credulous  were  some  that 
they  came  to  ask  whether  she  had  seen  certain  iriends  of 
f  theirs  who  had  lately  died.  On  this  point,  however,  she  could 
give  no  satisfactory  information.  Some  wished  to  know 
which  religious  denomination  was  most  approved  in  heaven. 
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The  girl  answered  more  discreetly  than  cotdd  have  been  ex- 
pectuJ  fiom  her  education — for  she  was  very  ^norant — say- 
ing, *  In  the  other  world  people  are  not  judged  of  by  their 
professions,  but  the  sincerity  of  their  hearts,  and  the  good- 
ness of  their  conduct/  Some  very  noisy  persons  came  fix>m 
Newtown  to  see  her  ;  and  as  a  great  company  was  collected 
they  engaged  in  devotional  exercises.  One  of  their  number, 
John  Hill,  a  man  of  great  muscular  power  and  a  stentoriEm 
Yoke,  exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  in  prayer,  keeping  time 
with  one  of  his  feet  and  both  his  hands.  When  he  was  done, 
Susannah  asked  him,  ^  Why  do  you  speak  so  loud  ?  Do  you 
think  the  Almighty  is  hard  of  hearing  ? ' 

"  At  nearly  the  same  hour  eveiy  day,  after  a  little  con- 
Yulsive  agitation  she  seemed  to  Ml  into  a  swoon,  ceased  to 
breathe,  and  lay  calm  and  motionless  as  a  corpse.  As  she 
recovered  herself  a  sound  was  heard,  as  if  issuing  from  her 
breast,  and  she  commonly  awoke  singing.  We  asked  her 
for  some  account  of  what  she  had  seen  in  her  last  visit. 
Without  hesitation  she  began  a  narrative  of  her  journey  to 
heaven,  which  greatly  resembled  some  of  Mohammed's  de- 
scriptions. She  went  over  a  veiy  high  and  beautiful  bridge, 
which  appeared  to  be  made  of  ivory.  She  entered  paradise, 
where  she  beheld  the  angels  flying  about  in  all  directions, 
and  heard  companies  of  them  singing.  On  her  arrival  she 
was  presented  with  bread  as  white  as  snow  and  exceedingly 
delicious,  which  she  ate  every  day,  and  by  which  she  was 
nourished,  so  as  to  have  no  need  nor  appetite  for  earthly 
food.  The  most  remarkable  occurrence  was  that  a  beautiful 
and  majestic  person,  whom  she  took  to  be  our  Saviour,  came 
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to  her,  and  gave  her  a  white  flower,  which  ahe  took  to  be  a 
tdcen  of  his  love.  On  being  requested  to  sing  one  of  the 
tnnes  whidi  she  had  learnt  in  heaven,  she  complied  without 
reluctance ;  uttering  in  a  soft  and  somewhat  melodious  Toice 
a  strain,  whidi  however  consisted  of  only  a  few  notes  con- 
tinually repeated.  Being  then  accustomed  to  learn  tunes 
by  ear,  I  caught  up  this  strain,  and  could  repeat  it^  but 
have  long  since  foigotten  it.  This  was  no  doubt  a  case  <^ 
epilepsy^  which  continued  more  than  a  year,  and  then 
gradually  left  her  ;  but  she  did  not  live  long  after  her  re^ 
oovery/' 

In  looking  back  on  this  visit  to  the  great  dty  of 
America,  Mr.  Alexander  was  accustomed  to  say,  that  he 
found  less  of  that  warm  and  impulsive  religion  which  the 
revivals  of  Yirginia  had  made  dear  to  him,  than  he  expected. 
But  he  often  recurred  with  pleaoire  to  the  animated  piety 
of  Joseph  Eastbum,  and  of  Mrs.  Hodge,  a  venerable  Ohristian 
lady  of  Philadelphia. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CHAPTER  SIXTR 
1791. 

TBBOLOeiOAL  arUDIBft— UOIRBUBK— XABLT  8BBMDK»— OHABAOTKB  OF 
FEBA.OHIKG — ^MB.  HOGB — LAB0I7BB  IN  BBBKBLIY — VSQA^mHEMT  AS 
lOBBIOlfJLET. 

AT  tbe  period  to  which  our  narrative  relates,  the  means 
of  education  for  the  ministry  were  few  and  irregular. 
Mr.  Alexander  enjoyed,  however,  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Gra- 
ham, whom  through  life  he  continued  to  regard  as  the  chief 
instrument  employed  by  Providence  in  educing  and  disci- 
plining his  fisu^ulties.  ^^  For  a  number  of  years/'  he  records, 
^^  candidates  for  the  gospel  ministry  had  been  very  few,  so 
that  there  seemed  no  prospect  of  a  supply  to  the  churches, 
when  the  acting  ministry  should  pass  away.  But  now  the 
scene  was  changed.  A  number  of  young  men  who  had 
finished  their  academical  course,  were  arrested  in  their 
career  and  brought  under  the  influence  of  the  truth.  These 
were  now  disposed  to  devote  themselves  to  the  important 
business  of  preaching  the  gospel  This  not  only  furnished  to 
Mr.  Ghraham  a  pleasing  prospect  as  it  relates  to  the  Church, 
but  opened  a  field  of  useful  employment  in  preparing  these 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


106  THEOLOQIOAL  OLABS. 

candidates  for  the  ministiy.  It  was  a  woi^  for  which  in  many 
respects  he  was  well  fitted,  and  in  which  he  evidently  took 
much  delight,  especially  when  he  hisul  pupils  who  received 
instruction  with  docility  and  entered  fully  into  his  views  and 
explanation  of  doctrines.  For  although  he  constantly  incul- 
cated the  right  and  duty  of  searching  for  the  truth,  free  fiom 
the  trammels  of  authority,  he  was  never  well  pleased  if  any 
of  them  thought  differently  on  any  subject  from  himselC 
A  theological  class  was  formed,  whose  reading  he  directed, 
and  who  attended  at  his  study  on  one  day  of  the  week, 
where  they  read  their  compositions  on  prescribed  subjects, 
and  discussed  subjects  previously  given  out ;  while  he  pre- 
sided, and  in  the  conclusion  gave  his  own  views  of  the 
matter.  By  this  kind. of  training  a  number  of  young  men, 
who  afterwards  were  well  known  and  esteemed  in  the  church, 
were  prepared.  Though  Mr.  Graham  had  a  scientific  turn, 
and  delighted  much  in  experimental  philosophy,  it  was  the 
philosophy  of  the  mind  which  was  his  favourite  study  ;  and 
this  he  had  long  pursued,  not  by  reading  books  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  by  paying  close  attention  to  the  exercises  of  his 
own  mind.  He  had  reduced  his  thoughts  to  a  system, 
which  he  was  fond  of  unfolding  to  his  pupils ;  so  that  he 
contracted  a  liking  for  this  department  of  philosophy.  His 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  thinking  evidently  gave 
him  a  great  advantage  in  explaining  many  difficulties  which 
are  frequently  met  with  in  religious  experience.  He  was 
not  much  read  in  books,  and  for  many  years  perused  few, 
and  commonly  expressed  a  low  esteem  for  what  he  read. 
There  were  few  authors  of  whom  he  spoke  with  entire  appro- 
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bation.  He  oontinually  lecominended  to  his  pupils  to  think 
for  themselves,  and  to  depend  on  their  own  resources  rather 
than  on  authors.  On  some  this  had  a  good  effect ;  but  it 
was  a  saying  which  all  could  not  receive.  In  almost  every 
case  his  students  adopted  his  views  of  theology,  and  held 
them  at  least  for  a  while  with  much  confidence.  On  all 
points  he  was  strictly  Calvinistic ;  but  he  had  his  own  me- 
thod of  explaining  things.  One  of  his  radical  principles  was 
that  the  rational  soul  of  man  can  undergo  no  moral  change, 
except  through  the  influence  of  motives,  or  the  presentation 
through  the  understanding  of  such  objects  as  excite  the 
affections.  He  therefore  scouted  the  opinion  that  in  regen- 
aation  there  is  any  physical  operation  on  the  soul  itself,  and 
held  that  by  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  truth  is  pre- 
sented in  its  true  nature  to  the  rational  mind,  and  when 
thus  perceived  cannot  but  produce  an  effect  correspondent 
with  its  nature.  He  therefore  fully  held  what  has  been 
called  in  some  places  the  ^Light-scheme';  believing  that  all 
moral  changes  must  be  produced  by  new  views,  and  can  be 
producd  in  no  other  way.  But  how  the  dead  soul  could 
have  truth  thus  presented  to  it,  without  being  first  vivified, 
he  did  not  explaia.  In  effect,  however,  he  held  with  those 
who  believe  that  all  moral  acts  and  exercises  are  produced 
by  the  operation  of  the  truth,  justly  apprehended,  but  that 
in  order  to  this  a  regenerating  influence  must  be  sent  forth 
to  render  the  soul  capable  of  such  views  of  truth  as  will  pro- 
duce these  effects. 

"  His  views  of  justification  by  the  imputed  righteousness 
of  Christ  were  very  clear  and  sound ;  but  he  considered  fiuth 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


108  BOOKS. 

to  be  fiiinply  a  hdiff  of  the  truth  j  under  a  spinttial  appre- 
hension of  its  natnre.  Nor  would  he  agree  that  any  affec- 
tion or  emotion  which  flowed  fiom  such  belief  properij 
belonged  to  its  nature,  as  distinguished  from  other  graces. 
His  idea  of  the  primitive  state  of  man  was,  that  though  an 
accountable  moral  agent  without  any  supernatural  influence, 
he  could  be  preserved  from  fidling,  when  exposed  to  tempta- 
tion, only  by  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  there- 
fore thought  it  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  show  how  a 
human  being,  though  perfectly  holy,  might  be  seduced  into 
sin  when  left  to  himself.  The  divine  influence,  which  was 
absolutely  gratuitous,  being  withdrawn,  man,  though  still 
possessing  ability  to  perform  his  duty,  is  exceedingly  liable 
to  be  led  away,  on  account  of  natural  imbecility,  a  compli- 
cated constitution,*  and  strong  natural  propensities.  Be- 
specting  the  whole  mediatorial  work,  Mr.  Graham  was 
entirely  sound ;  and  in  his  preaching  the  doctrines  of  grace 
were  always  prominent.'' f 

Books  were  scarce,  and  he  mentions  the  inconvenience 
which  it  cost  him  to  carry  a  quarto  copy  of  Blair's  Lectures, 
which  his  preceptor  had  bought  in  Philadelphia.  This  work 
he  read  with  avidity,  but  he  found  that  the  rules  were 
diiefly  such  as  had  already  occurred  to  his  own  mind.  He 
had  perused  Witherspoon's  Lectures  on  Moral  Philosophy, 
which  he  had  transcribed  from  a  manuscript,  as  the  bod^ 
was  not  yet  published.  He  confesses  that  this  subject^ 
which  afterwards  occupied  so  much  of  his  attention,  did  not 

*  The  msnnsoript  ib  here  doubtfoL 
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tlieik  awaken  any  interest  in  him.  *The  remainder  of  the 
sammer  was  spent  in  vigorous  study.  There  were  now 
more  than  half  a  dozen  divinity  stndents,  whose  intercourse 
was  fintemal  and  advantageous.  He  also  exercised  his  gifts 
in  religious  meetings,  generally  with  much  ease  and  fluency ; 
but  he  records  that  when  on  some  occasions  he  fiuled,  his 
feelings  of  mortification  were  excruciating.  It  was  however 
in  such  exercises  as  these  that  he  laid  the  foundation  for 
that  habit  of  extraordinary  extemporaneous  discourse  which 
was  his  grand  peculiarity  as  a  preacher  and  teacher,  and 
which  was  in  no  degree  abated  after  threescore  years  of 
ministry. 

Though  his  health  was  still  unsettled,  he  found  it  neces- 
sary to  devote  himself  with  spirit  to  his  theolc^cal  pre- 
parations. Besides  a  compendium  of  Turrettine  in  Latin, 
he  resorted  to  the  Writings  of  Owen  and  Edwards;  and 
perused  Bates's  Harmony  of  the  Divine  Attributes,  which 
was  one  of  his  favourite  works  as  long  as  he  lived.  He  con- 
versed almost  daily  with  his  preceptor,  though  the  regular 
meeting  of  the  young  men  in  Mr.  Graham's  study  was  only 
once  a  week.  As  there  was  now  a  class  in  theology,  and  as  other 
young  men  who  had  not  completed  their  academical  course, 
were  pious  and  interested  in  such  subjects,  much  time  was 
spent  infiree  conversation  and  animated  discussion.  ^' Among 
those  of  the  latter  class,"  says  he,  "  who  were  still  engaged 
in  classical  learning,  was  Qeorge  Baxter,  afterwards  so  high- 
ly distinguished  as  a  preacher  and  a  theologian.  He  had  a 
mind  formed  for  accurate  distinctions  and  logical  discussion." 
During  the  year,  besides  other  compositions,  he  wrote  seven 
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sennons,  which  were  read  before  the  class,  and  criticised  by 
Mr.  Graham.  The  first  of  these  he  preserved  as  a  curiosity ; 
it  was  on  Acts  xvi.  31,  "  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ," 
etc.  At  the  meeting  in  the  spring  of  1791,  held  at  New 
Monmouth,  he  exhibited  several  of  his  pieces  of  trial,  and 
was  examined  on  the  sciences  and  languages.  With  the 
measure  of  Latin  which  he  then  had  attained,  his  ExegesiSy 
as  it  is  oddly  named,  gave  him  no  small  trouble.  His  Criti- 
cal Exercise  was  on  Heb.  vi  1-7  ;  and  this  also  vexed  him 
considerably,  as  he  spent  much  time  on  the  subject  without 
arriving  at  satisfeotion.  His  Popular  Lecture,  or  Homily  as 
it  was  then  called,  was  on  the  difference  between  a  living 
and  a  dead  faith.  "  The  essay,"  says  he,  "  is  I  believe  still 
among  my  old  papers,  and  the  view  taken  of  the  subject  is 
not  materially  difierent  from  that  which  I  should  now  take." 
These  preparations  gave  him  more  than  the  usual  amount 
of  trouble,  from  the  low  condition  of  body  in  which  he  still 
found  himself.  In  September  the  Presbytery  met  at  the 
Stone  Meeting-House  in  Augusta.  He  had  at  this  time 
gone  through  all  his  trials,  except  the  examination  in  the- 
ology and  the  "  popular  sermon."  He  was  however  very 
reluctant  to  be  licensed,  on  account  of  an  abiding  sense  of 
unfitness.  On  this  subject  he  had  many  conversations  with 
Mr.  Graham,  in  which  he  strongly  and  repeatedly  stated  his 
objections.  But  his  pastor  and  teacher  disregarded  the 
scruples,  and  urged  him  to  enter  on  the  work  of  preaching, 
for  this  among  other  reasons  that  his  health  might  be  con- 
firmed by  travelling ;  adding  that  he  might  continue  his 
studies  as  usual  and  make  excursions  among  the  destitute. 
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10  he  fdt  inclined.  At  this  time  his  stature  was  small  and 
his  whole  appearance  was  strikingly  boyish.  ^^  The  Presby- 
tery/' we  nse  his  own  words,  "  had  given  me  a  text  for  a 
popular  sennon  which  I  disliked  exceedingly,  as  it  brought 
to  my  mind  the  circumstance  which  distressed  me  in  the 
view  of  entering  the  ministry,  namely  my  youth  and  boyish 
appearance.  The  text  was  Jeremiah  i.  7,  ^  But  the  Lord 
said  unto  me,  Say  not,  I  am  a  child,  for  thou  shalt  go  to  all 
that  I  shall  send  thee,  and  whatsoever  I  command  thee 
thou  shalt  speak.'  I  read  the  sermon  fix)m  the  pulpit,  but 
with  very  Utile  satisfitction  to  myself.  As  the  ministers 
were  on  their  way  to  the  Synod,  they  had  not  time  to  ex- 
amine me  on  theology,  and  so  adjourned  to  meet  at  Win- 
cluster.  When  we  arrived  there  a  meeting  was  held  in  the 
house  of  James  HoUiday,  where  I  was  examined,  principally 
by  the  Rev.  John  Blair  Smith  ;  but  as  he  was  taken  sudden- 
ly iU  before  it  was  concluded,  the  examination  was  continued 
by  Mr.  Hoge.  It  was  then  determined  that  I  should  be 
Ucensed  in  the  public  congregation,  on  Saturday  morning, 
October  the  first,  1791.  This  was  indeed  a  solemn  day. 
During  the  service  I  was  abnost  overwhelmed  with  an  awful 
feeling  of  responsibility  and  unfitness  for  the  sacred  office. 
That  afternoon  I  spent  in  the  fields,  in  very  solemn  reflec- 
tion and  earnest  prayer.  My  feelings  were  awfiil,  and  fer 
fiom  being  comfortable.  I  seemed  to  think,  however,  that 
the  solemn  impressions  of  that  day  would  never  leave  me. 
0  deceitful  heart ! " 

In  regard  to  the  text  abovementioned,  it  is  said  in 
another  manuscript ;  '^  It  was  assigned  to  me  by  the  Bev. 
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Samuel  Hoaston,  not  only  because  of  my  youth,  but  becatiae 
I  had  strongly  remonstrated  against  having  my  trials  hurried 
to  a  condusion^  as  I  did  not  wish  to  be  licensed  for  seyeial 
years.  The  house  was  full  of  peo^de^  and  the  whole  Synod 
was  present.  When  I  stood  up  to  answer  the  questicnis," 
which  were  proposed  by  Dr.  Smith,  though  only  a  correa- 
ponding  member,  ^^  I  felt  as  if  I  could  have  sunk  into  the 
earth.''  The  sermon  mentioned  above  was  most  happily  re- 
covered by  us,  among  the  papers  of  the  late  Mrs.  LeGrand. 
It  bears  marks  of  careful  preparation,  though  written  in  a 
hand  as  yet  quite  unformed.  Notwithstanding  the  sugges* 
tion  of  the  text,  there  is  a  characteristic  absence  of  aU  allu- 
sion to  his  owQ  youth  or  any  thing  personal  It  is  a  plain, 
but  clear  and  sensible  discussion  of  that  great  topic,  a  Gall 
to  the  Ministry.  Equally  beyond  our  expectation  was  it  to 
recover  the  first  sermon  which  he  ever  wrote,  while  yet  a 
student,  and  of  which  mention  has  been  made.  It  is  upon 
Acts  xvi  31,  and  bears  the  date,  1790. 

Having  now  been  licensed  as  a  probationer,  it  was  his 
intention  to  return  home  and  devote  himself  to  study ;  but 
the  purpose  was  overruled  by  a  clear  providence.  Tidings 
came  that  the  Bev.  William  Hill  (a  servant  of  Christ  who 
has  gone  to  his  rest  since  we  last  mentioned  his  name)  was 
prevented  by  a  fever  from  continuing  his  labours  in  Berkeley, 
now  Jefferson  Gounty.  Some  religious  awakening  had  taken 
place  in  that  region,  and  the  neighbouring  ministers  urged 
Mr.  Alexander  to  come  to  their  aid.  Mr.  LeGrand  also  was 
desirous  of  making  an  excursion,  and  offered  an  iaviting  field 
of  labour  in  his  congregations  of  Opekan  and  Gedar  Greek, 
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inolnding  Wincliester.  A  revival  had  been  in  progress 
among  his  people  for  some  months.  The  following  is  an 
aUidged  record  of  some  of  these  earliest  labours. 

"  After  the  Synod  adjourned,  I  went  with  Mr.  LeGrand 
to  an  appointment  which  he  had  at  old  Mr.  Feely's,  some 
fifteen  miles  from  Winchester.  He  told  me  that  I  must 
preach,  bat  I  positively  refused.  He  said  nothing  at  the 
time,  but  when  the  congregation  was  assembled,  he  arose  and 
said, '  Mr.  Alexander,  please  to  come  forward  to  the  table, 
and  take  the  books  and  preach.'  I  knew  not  what  to  do, 
but  rather  than  make  a  disturbance  I  went  forward  and 
preached  my  first  sermon  after  licensure,  from  Galatians  iii 
24,  ^  Wherefore  the  law  was  our  schoolmaster  to  bring  us 
unto  Christ.'  Among  the  hearers  was  old  General  Morgan, 
whose  residence  was  in  the  vicinity. 

"  My  next  sermon  was  preached  at  Charlestown,  from  the 
text,  Acts  xvi  31,  ^  Believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
thou  shalt  be  saved.'  I  had  prepared  a  skeleton  of  the 
sermon  and  placed  it  before  me ;  but  the  house  being  open 
a  puff  of  wind  carried  it  away  into  the  midst  of  the  congre- 
gation. /  then  determined  to  take  no  more  paper  into  the 
pulpU  ;  and  this  resolution  I  kept  as  long  as  I  was  a  pastor, 
except  in  a  very  few  instances.^  I  had,  it  is  true,  written 
seven  sermons,  but  had  committed  none  of  them  to  memory, 
and  to  this  day  though  I  have  made  several  efforts  I  have 
never  succeeded  in  getting  a  discourse  by  heart.     Having  of 

♦  "  From  that  time  fop  twenty  years,  I  never  took  a  note  of  any  kind  into 
the  pulpit ;  except  that  I  read  my  trial  sermon  at  ordination." — M8.  Jitmi* 
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late  been  muoh  accastomed  to  exhort  in  pnblio,  I  felt  little 
emba^Tassment  and  went  on  fluently  enough.'' 

If  we  were  more  fully  provided  with  reports  other  than* 
his  own  of  these  early  efforts^  we  should  doubtless  find  that 
in  the  estimation  of  all  who  heard  them  they  were  of  a  high 
order.  Bo  &r  as  he  could  be  drawn  out  to  speak  <^  his  own 
performances — a  subject  which  he  always  avoided — these 
were  equal  to  any  public  endeavours  of  his  life.  Great  in- 
terest was  added  to  his  other  qualities  by  the  juvenile  ap- 
pearance of  the  preacher;  indeed  he  seemed  but  a  little  boy. 
His  complexion  was  fidr,  his  eye  was  dark  and  penetrating, 
and  his  voice  according  to  every  witness  of  that  period  was 
incomparably  clear  and  flute-like.  It  always  was  both  reso- 
nant and  penetrating,  but  at  this  time  was  of  a  silvery  tcme 
both  in  speaking  and  singing.  His  fluency  and  command  of 
words  were  extraordinary  ;  and  in  these  youthful  discourses 
he  gave  full  swing  to  an  imagination  which  he  learned  more 
and  more  to  chasten  in  later  years.  The  Bev.  Dr.  Speeoe, 
once  speaking  to  us  concerning  his  early  exuberance,  said, 
'^^  You  think  him  animated  now,  but  if  you  had  heard  him 
jH  his  youth,  you  would  compare  him  to  nothing  so  readily 
;a6  to  a  young  horse  of  high  blood,  let  out  into  a  spacious 
ipasture,  exercising  every  muscle,  and  careering  in  every 
direetion  with  extravagant  delight." 

There  are  no  circumstances  which  bring  out  the  gift  of 
pulpit  eloquence  more  fully  or  speedily  than  those  in  which 
he  was  now  placed.  Going  rapidly  from  assembly  to  assem- 
bly^ibUowed  by  awakened  and  admiring  crowds,  in  times  of 
great.i!avival,  and  during  all  the  intervals  plying  the  same 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


MBSTING8.  115 

iroA  among  warm  and  affectionate  brethren,  by  conversation, 
prayer  and  praifle,  he  was  kept  in  that  state  of  healthfhl 
and  pleasurable  excitement  which  animates  and  exalts  the 
powers,  and  forms  habits  of  ready  and  powerful  expression. 

So  accustomed  was  he  to  associate  pleasurable  sensations 
with  pulpit-work,  that  even  in  later  years  he  used  to  laugh 
at  the  notion  of  any  one^s  being  injured  by  preaching.  And 
it  was  commonly  observed,  through  most  of  his  life,  that 
however  depressed  in  spirits  he  might  be  before  the  service, 
he  always  came  from  it  in  the  highest  state  of  exhilaration. 
Never  was  he  more  free  or  frill  in  conversation.  These  w^re 
the  times  at  wh|ch  to  draw  from  him  his  most  elevated  reli- 
^118  discourse,  as  well  as  his  liveliest  narratives  ;  and  his 
own  household,  or  those  in  which  he  was  a  guest,  remember 
such  hours  with  a  pensive  delight.  Like  good  Bowland  Hill, 
he  was  cured  of  many  an  ailment  by  the  deliveiy  of  a  long 
and  animated  sermon. 

After  visiting  Shepherdstown  and  preaching  for  Dr. 
Hoge,  he  returned  to  Frederick,  to  supply  Mr.  LeGrand's 
place  according  to  appointment.  Gladly  would  we  multiply 
such  recitals  as  that  which  follows :  ^^  The  weeks  which  I 
spent  at  Opekan  passed  pleasantly.  Besides  the  services  of 
the  Sabbath  we  had  a  weekly  meeting  at  Major  GiUdn's. 
These  were  delightfrd  gatherings,  for  the  presence  of  God 
seemed  to  be  with  us.  I  remember  one  meeting  in  particular 
in  which  all  present  seemed  to  be  melted  down  in  a  remark- 
aUe  manner.  On  one  of  the  days  on  which  I  attended  these, 
an  old  man,  after  sermon,  told  me  that  he  wished  to  speak 
with  me.     He  led  me  as  &r  from  the  house  as  he  could  do 
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without  croesmg  a  high  fence,  and  then  burst  into  tears, 
saying,  ^  I  am  a  poor  old  sinner  ! '  His  weeping  was  so  pro- 
fuse that  he  could  say  no  more,  except  to  recjuest  me  to  visit 
him  at  his  own  house.  This  I  promised,  and  next  day  I 
found  my  way  through  a  desolate  pine  wood  and  an  intricate 
path,  to  the  dwelling,  where  the  poor  old  man  was  trying  to 
spell  out  some  sentences  in  the  New  Testament.  He  said 
that  he  was  unable  to  read,  but  could  spell  a  little,  and  thus 
could  make  out  some  things  which  gave  him  much  satisfac- 
tion. But  he  informed  me  that  his  boys,  who  were  now 
absent,  could  read  pretty  well,  and  that  they  had  spent 
nearly  aU  the  preceding  night  oyer  the  New  Testament ;  for 
his  sons  were  as  anxious  to  learn  as  himself  The  old  woman 
was  busy  spinning  on  a  flax  wheel,  and  continued  to  work 
while  I  conversed  with  her  husband.  At  length  I  turned  to 
her  with  the  words, '  And  what  does  your  wife  think  of  these 
things  ? '  She  immediately  ceased  from  her  work,  and  burst 
into  tears,  but  answered  not  a  word.  Here  was  a  family,  of 
which  the  heads  had  grown  gray  without  having  ever  at- 
tended public  worship ;  and  who  until  now  knew  no  more  of 
a  Saviour  than  the  heathen.  But  they  were  now  like  persons 
come  into  a  new  world.  Indeed  all  their  views  and  feelings 
were  entirely  new.  Salvation  had  come  to  their  house.  I 
learned  that  a  multitude  of  poor  people  lived  in  these  pines, 
who  seldom  heard  a  sermon  except  when  some  itinerant 
Methodist  passed  through  the  settiement.  I  was  desirous  to 
preach  to  them ;  and  the  opportunity  was  afforded  by  an 
invitation  to  the  house  of  a  Mrs.  Carlisle,  the  wife  of  a 
Quaker  miller,  who  had  been  read  out  of  meeting  for  many- 
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ing  a  person  not  of  the  Society.  Bnt  he  retained  all  his 
attachments  to  Quakerism,  and  wias  rather  crusty  towards 
his  wife  when  she  widied  to  have  Presbyterian  ministers  at 
the  house,  and  commonly  went  out  of  the  way.  Mrs.  Car- 
lisle's mother,  Mrs.  Douglass,  Hved  with  her,  a  convert  of 
Whitefidd,  cmd  a  woman  of  uncommon  piety.  From  her  I 
heard  much  about  the  preaching  of  that  great  man.  She 
had  resided  at  White  Clay  Creek,  where  Charles  Tennent 
was  minister,  and  where  Mr.  Whitefield  preached  several 
days  in  succession  to  thousands  of  people.  The  old  lady 
was  now  and  had  long  been  a  Seceder.  Knowing  the 
opposition  of  that  people  to  Whitefield,  I  thought  it  sur- 
prising  that  one  of  his  admirers  should  have  joined  herself  to 
them.  But  she  thus  explained  it.  The  opposers  of  the 
revival,  in  the  Presbyterian  Chureh,  were  called  the  Old 
Bide,  and  where  she  Kved  they  had  manifested  a  malignant 
apposition  to  the  work  of  grace,  insomuch  that  the  new  con- 
verts considered  the  Old  Side  as  the  declared  enemies  of  the 
revival  But  ajfter  some  time  a  union  was  eflFected,  which  so 
ofiended  some  of  the  zealous  disciples  of  Whitefield,  that 
when  about  the  same  time  the  Seceders  made  their  appear- 
ance, they  were  joined  by  the  disaffected  persons,  Mrs. 
Douglass  being  included.  She  was  the  mother  of  James 
and  Daniel  Douglass,  of  Alexandria,  Ta.,  and  the  grand- 
mother of  the  Eev.  James  W.  Douglass,  who  died  at  Fay- 
etteville  some  years  since.'' 

After  supplying  Mr.  LeGrand's  pulpit  until  his  return, 
Mr.  Alexander  proceeded  to  aid  his  friend  Mr.  Hill,  preach- 
ing often  in  private  houses,  and  sometimes  in  the  small 
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Presbyteriaa  diurch  at  Cbarleetown.  "  Here/'  says  he,  "I 
first  saw  old  John  White,  the  father  of  Judge  White  of  Win- 
Chester,  and  grand&ther  of  the  minister  at  Bomney,  in 
Hampshire.  The  whole  White  fiunily  were  remarfaible  for 
strength  of  mind  and  acquaintance  with  the  Scriptures. 
The  old  gentleman  had  Erskine's  Gospel  Sonnets  by  heart, 
and  was  eminent  for  simple  piety.  I  think  he  dated  his 
religious  impressions  from  hearing  Mr.  Bobinson,  the  first 
r^ular  Presbyterian  minister  who  entered  Virginia.  I 
was  now  in  the  region  where  I  was  to  labour,  and  made  my 
home  at  Alexander  White's,  the  son  of  the  fore-mentioned. 
The  winter  was  hard,  and  the  farm-houses  in  which  I 
preached  during  the  week  were  very  uncomfortable  places 
for  speaking.  The  attention  of  the  common  people  was 
awake  for  a  considerable  distance  around,  but  they  were 
generally  very  ignorant  of  the  doctrines  of  religion,  and  my 
preaching  was  more  of  the  didactic  than  the  hortatory  kind. 
I  had  no  books  with  me  but  my  small  pocket  Bible,  and 
found  very  little  to  read  in  the  houses  where  I  stopped.  I 
was  therefore  thrown  back  entirely  on  my  own  thoughts.  I 
studied  every  sermon  on  horseback,  and  in  bed  before  I  went 
to  sleep,  and  some  of  the  best  sermons  that  I  ever  prepared 
were  digested  in  this  way  and  at  this  time." 

In  reading  records  like  these  we  are  led  to  see  the  force 
of  such  remarks  as  those  of  the  Bev.  Dr.  Hall,  who  says, 
^^  It  deserves  to  be  noted  by  all  ministers  and  candidates, 
that  one  of  the  chief  external  means  by  which  Dr.  Alexan- 
der attained  what  are  often  called  his  inimitable  excellencies 
as  a  preacher,  was  his  spending  several  years  after  licensure 
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and  oidination,  in  itinerant  nussicmaTy  service,  preaching  in 
the  humblest  and  meet  destitute  places,  often  in  the  open 
air,  and  adapting  his  language  and  manner  to  minds  that 
needed  the  plainest  kind  of  instruction.  It  will  be  a  good 
day  for  the  ministry  and  the  church,  when  the  performance 
of  a  term  of  such  itinerant  service  shall  be  exacted  as  part 
of  the  trials  of  every  probationer  before  ordination.''^ 

In  a  record  contained  in  another  manuscript,  the  same 
subject  is  touched.  '^  Some  of  the  sermons  which  I  most 
frequently  preached  during  my  ministry  I  studied  out  this 
winter,  without  putting  pen  to  paper.  Indeed  I  had  no 
opportunity  to  write  sermons.  The  houses  in  which  I  lodged 
had  bat  one  [sitting  room],  and  I  remained  but  a  short  time 
at  any  one  place.  When  Mr.  Hill  returned  from  Charlotte, 
I  was  at  liberty  to  give  up  the  field  which  I  had  occupied ; 
but  the  winter  was  severe  and  travelling  unpleasant,  and  Mr. 
Hoge  uiged  me  to  continue  in  the  neighbourhood  untQ 
spring.  For  all  the  labours  of  the  winter  I  received  not 
one  cent,  and  indeed  expected  nothing.  But  as  I  came 
horn  home  without  expecting  to  be  long  absent,  I  found  that 
if  I  remained  I  must  provide  myself  with  some  articles  of 
clothing.  Upon  my  mentioning  this  as  a  reason  for  return- 
ing home,  Mr.  Hoge  took  me  to  a  store  and  became  respon- 
sible for  what  I  needed ;  and  as  soon  as  I  returned  home  I 
sent  him  the  money  which  was  due. 

*'  While  I  remained  I  continued  to  preach  frequently,  for 
Mr.  Hoge,  for  Mr.  Hill,  and  for  old  Mr.  Vance  of  Tuscarora, 

*  Sennon  on  Um  death  of  Dr.  Alexander,  in  *  Home,  the  School,  and  the 
Ckunb;  Vd.  ill  p.  »8. 
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who  then  lay  upon  his  death-bed.  In  his  oongr^^tion  I 
met  with  one  Eobert  Campbell,  whose  memory  was  prodi* 
gious.  The  Rev.  Dr.  McKnight  had  formerly  been  his 
pastor,  and  was  held  by  him  in  great  admiration.  Oampbell 
could  repeat  many  of  the  Doctor's  sermons  verbatim.  After 
removing  to  New- York  Dr.  McKnight  resolved  to  publish 
several  sermons  on  Faith,  but  he  had  lost  the  manuscript  of 
one  among  them.  He  had  recourse  to  Mr.  Campbell,  who 
supplied  what  was  missing,  and,  as  I  was  informed,  widi 
great  exactness.^' 

There  were  few  of  Dr.  Alexander's  early  friends  and 
counsellors  of  whom  he  spoke  oftener  or  more  affectionately 
than  Mr.  Hoge,  the  fether  of  the  President.  "  As  Mr.  Hoge 
lived  only  eleven  miles  from  Charlestown,  the  centre  of  my 
operations, — ^here  we  resume  his  own  narrative, — "  whenever 
I  could  get  a  day  or  two  I  would  spend  it  at  his  house,  and 
though  he  was  very  poor  and  lived  on  a  mere  pittance,  he 
always  received  me  kindly  and  gave  me  free  use  of  his  books. 
But  my  highest  privily  was  his  conversation  ;  in  which  he 
assumed  no  magisterial  air,  but  treated  me  as  if  I  had  been 
his  equal  His  disposition  was  in  contrast  with  that  of  Mr. 
Graham,  who  was  very  dcgmatical,  treated  with  contempt 
all  opinions  which  he  rejected,  and  was  impatient  of  con- 
tradiction. But  Mr.  Hoge  patiently  and  candidly  listened 
to  every  argument  and  objection  brought  against  his  opin- 
ions, and  proposed  his  own  views  with  so  much  modesty  that 
I  felt  altogether  at  my  ease  in  conversing  with  him.  He 
caused  me  still  more  to  hesitate  about  certain  opinions  which 
I  had  heard  proposed  by  my  teacher ;   and  this  not  by 
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maUiig  any  direct  attack  <m  them^  but  by  gently  insinuating 
doubts  and  ocmsiderations  which  led  me  to  a  more  thorou^ 
inquiiy.  One  of  these  opinions  was  that  legeneration  is 
produced  by  light.  Mr.  Graham  always  ridiculed  the  idea 
of  a  moral  change  being  produced  in  any  other  way  than  by 
motives  or  a  view  of  the  truth.  This  seemed  to  some  as  evi- 
dent as  an  axiom ;  but  Mr.  Hoge  stated  difficulties  about 
this  light.  How  can  light  shine  into  a  blind  mind,  without 
some  previous  operation  on  that  mind  ?  The  natural  man 
cannot  know  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  because  they 
are  q)iritually  discerned  ;  and  before  they  can  be  spiritually 
discerned  the  eyes  of  the  tnind  must  be  opened.  It  is  true 
that  all  pious  exercises  are  produced  by  a  view  of  the  truth, 
but  this  view  of  the  truth  is  the  effect  of  regeneration,  not 
the  cause  ;  unless  we  confound  regeneration  and  conversion. 
The  Spirit  of  Gt)d,  by  an  instantaneous  touch,  prepares  the 
soul  to  apprehend  the  truth.  By  an  act  of  omnipotence  he 
communicates  spiritual  life,  and  the  soul  thus  quickened, 
begins  to  see  with  new  eyes,  and  experience  new  emotions  and 
affections.  These  views  I  have  entertained  since  my  youth ; 
being  intermediate  between  two  extremes ;  first,  that  we  are 
regenerated  by  light  let  into  the  mind,  or  by  a  presentati<m 
of  the  truth  ofcgectively  to  the  soul ;  and  secondly,  as  the 
Hopkinsians  maintain,  that  the  xmderstanding  needs  no 
change,  but  to  have  the  truth  doctrinally  apprehended  ;  that 
all  depravity  is  in  the  heart,  and  therefore  that  regeneration 
is  merely  a  change  of  the  heart  or  feelings,  while  the  views  of 
the  understanding  remain  as  they  were  before  regeneration. 
'^  As  I  had  an  ardent  thirst  for  knowledge,  the  time  which 
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I  spent  under  this  quiet  togS  was  diligently  employed  in 
reading  and  conversation  ;  except  when  we  attended  rdigbos 
meetings,  in  which  Mr.  Hoge  took  great  delight,  being  grat- 
ified when  there  was  the  least  appearance  of  lively  feeling. 
He  seemed  never  to  be  discouraged,  and  surely  did  not  de- 
spise the  day  of  small  things.  At  this  day,  when  books  are 
so  abundant,  it  may  surprise  some  to  learn  that  until  now  I 
had  never  seen  a  copy  of  the  Septuagint ;  and  that  which 
Mr.  Hoge  had  was  not  complete.  I  seized  it  with  great 
avidity,  and  read  as  much  as  I  could  during  the  time  I  spent 
there.  Here  I  also  read  Chrysostom  on  the  Priesthood,  in 
an  English  tnmslation ;  so  that  Mason  errs  in  saying  that 
his  is  the  first  translation  ever  made  into  English.  This 
work  produced  a  very  solemn  impression  on  my  mind,  but  it 
seemed  to  relate  [to  matters]  of  which  befi)re  I  had  no  con- 
ception. I  also  read  Biccaltoun's  Exposition  of  the  Epistle 
to  the  Gkdatians,  and  with  considerable  profit.'^ 

From  a  private  record  of  texts  and  places,  we  find  that 
in  the  first  fifteen  months  of  his  ministry  he  preached  one 
hundred  and  thirty-two  sermons. 

In  the  month  of  March,  1791,  he  turned  his  tsuce  h<Hne- 
waid,  having  preached  all  winter  without  stipend.  ^^  In- 
deed,'' says  he,  ^^  I  never  thought  of  compensation  for  what 
I  did,  not  considering  my  labours  as  of  any  real  value.''  At 
Millerstown,  or  Woodstock,  as  it  is  now  called,  he  was  de- 
tained some  days  by  a  flood.  He  lodged  with  a  Mr.  Morris, 
from  Newcastle  in  the  Northern  Neck,  the  only  Presbyterian 
in  those  parts,  except  the  G^erman  Reformed.  He  preached 
in  a  house  belonging  to  the  Germans.    The  village  was  at 
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that  day  noted  fixr  ineligiQii  and  wantonness.  On  hk  way 
to  Lexington  he  stopped  at  Staunton.  The  town  contained 
no  place  of  worship  bnt  an  Episcopal  church,  which  was 
without  a  minister.  '^  It  was  proposed/'  he  continues,  '^  that 
I  should  preach  in  the  little  Episcopal  church  ;  to  which  I 
consented  with  some  trepidation ;  but  when  I  entered  the 
house  in  the  evening  it  was  crowded,  and  all  the  gentry  of 
the  town  were  out,  including  Judge  Archibald  Stuart,  who 
had  known  me  from  a  child.  I  took  for  my  text,  ^  What  is 
a  man  profited,'  &c.  My  first  head  was  to  show  the  worth 
of  the  soul,  the  second  how  it  might  be  lost,  and  the  third 
the  unprofitableness  of  all  other  acquisifcions,  if  the  soul 
should  be  lost.  As  I  waa  very  young,  not  yet  twenty  years 
of  age,  and  my  friends  were  well  known  here,  I  was  heard 
with  great  attention.  In  speaking  of  the  worth  of  the  soul, 
I  undertook  to  give  a  brief  analysis  of  its  powers.  Judge 
Stuart  expressed  surprise  that  I  should  know  any  thing  of 
the  philosophy  of  the  mind,  a  science  then  little  cultivated. 
Bnt  it  had  been  the  fietvourite  study  of  Mr.  Graham,  my 
preceptor ;  who,  while  he  read  little  on  other  subjects,  had 
sent  for  the  writings  of  Beid  and  Beattie  whidi  had  just 
come  out.  After  reading  these,  however,  he  planned  a  sys- 
tem of  his  own,  remarkable  for  its  simplicity  and  perspicuity, 
which  he  communicated  to  all  his  students ;  and  this  gave 
my  mind  a  turn  to  this  study  which  may  account  for  any 
prc^ciency  I  may  have  since  made  in  it." 

It  would  be  unpardonable  to  omit  the  account  of  his 
return  home,  given  by  the  subject  of  the  narrative  himself. 
^  When  I  reached  home,"  so  he  wrote  almost  half  a  century 
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after  the  event,  "  there  was  a  great  cnrioBity  in  men,  wo- 
men, and  children,  to  hear  me  preach.  They  had  often 
heard  me  speak  in  public,  bat  preaching  was  another  thing. 
Accordingly,  on  the  next  Lord's  Day  a  great  congregation 
filled  the  Court  House,  which  was  then  used  for  public  wor- 
ship, for  at  that  time  there  was  no  church  in  the  place.  My 
text  was  John  ix.  25,  *  One  thing  I  know,  that  whereas  I 
was  blind,  now  I  see.'  My  delivery  in  those  days  was  fluent 
and  rapid.  I  never  appeared  to  hesitate  or  be  at  a  loss  for 
words ;  my  thoughts  flowed  too  fitst  for  me.  I  laboured 
under  two  great  faults  as  a  public  speaker ;  the  first  was 
extreme  rapidity  of  utterance,  not  so  much  from  indistinct 
articulation  as  neglect  of  pauses.  I  ran  on  till  I  was  per- 
fectly out  of  breath,  so  that  before  I  was  done  my  inhala- 
tions became  audible  ;  the  other  &ult  was  looking  steadily 
down  upon  the  floor.  This  arose  firom  a  fear  of  losing  the 
train  of  my  thought ;  for  my  sermons  were  closely  studied, 
though  not  written.  My  voice,  though  not  sonorous^  was 
uncommonly  distinct  and  clear,  so  that  without  painfiil  ex- 
ertion I  could  be  heard  in  the  largest  churches,  or  by  a  great 
assembly  out  of  doors.  I  preached  but  one  other  Sabbath 
in  my  native  county,  and  that  was  not  in  the  town,  but  at 
Oxford  meeting-house.  I  had  very  Uttle  knowledge  of' the 
estimation  in  which  my  preaching  was  held,  and  was  always 
surprised  to  hear  of  a  favourable  opinion  expressed  by  any 
one ;  for  I  was  so  conscious  of  my  own  defects,  that  often 
^  after  preaching  I  was  ashamed  to  come  down  from  the 
pulpit,  and  wondered  that  any  could  speak  kindly  to  me." 
^^  As  my  health  was  now  good,  and  I  had  no  thought  of 
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taking  a  pastoral  oharge,  I  embraced  an  offer  to  travel  as  an 
itinerant  missionary  in  Eastern  Virginia.  This  mission  was 
in  pursuance  of  a  plan  adopted  by  the  Synod  of  Virginia, 
at  their  second  meeting,  in  1789.  "  There  was  a  Commis- 
Aoa  to  superintend  this  important  matter,  by  whom  were 
appointed,  successively,  Mr.  LeGrand,  Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Gary 
Allen,  Mr.  Marshall,  Mr.  John  Lyle,  and  Mr.  Alexander. 
Bespecting  the  last  named,  the  minutes  contain  this  state- 
ment, imder  date  April  9,  1792  :  *  Upon  motion,  the  Com- 
mission elected  Mr.  Archibald  Alexander,  a  probationer 
under  care  of  Lexington  Presbytery,  to  the  office  of  mis- 
sionary  ;  upon  condition  that  the  Presbytery  recommend  him. 
Mr.  Graham  and  Mr.  John  Lyle  are  directed  to  apply  to  the 
Presbytery  for  such  recommendation.'* 

^^The  common  sentiment  was  against  my  remaining 
at  home  in  study,  and  Mr.  Graham  urged  me  to  accept  the 
appointment.  Another  young  preacher,  Benjamin  Grigsby, 
a  fijend  and  acquaintance  of  mine  firom  my  youth,  had  re- 
ceived license  in  the  spring,  and  he  and  I  were  sent  together 
to  preach  to  a  people  of  whom  we  knew  nothing.  Grigsby 
was  a  young  man  of  talents  and  scholarship,  and  was  also 
a  fine  speaker,  and  possessed  of  easy  and  popular  manners. 
In  the  theological  class  which  studied  under  Mr.  Graham  he 
was  undoubtedly  the  fiivourite  of  his  teacher.  But  though 
respected,  he  was  never  much  a  favourite  with  his  associates. 
He  was  two  years  my  senior,  but  I  was  licensed  six  months 
before  him.  Our  directions  were  to  proceed  to  Petersburg, 
and  there  separate.  While  he  went  eastward  from  that  place, 

♦  See  Foote's  Sketches  of  Virginin,  p.  529. 
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I  was  to  turn  westwaid,  along  the  North  Carolina  line. 
Being  both  furnished  with  good  horses  and  other  appoint- 
ments, we  took  our  departure  from  old  Mr.  Grigsby's  on 
Hart's  Bottom.  Our  first  effort  was  to  cross  the  Blue  Ridge 
at  Prior's  Gap,  over  the  steepest  part  of  the  mountain,  by 
a  bridle-path.  We  found  no  dijBiculty,  as  we  both  had  been 
accustomed  to  mountain  climbing.  For  hours  however  we 
talked  but  little,  as  it  was  necessary  to  ride  singly  in  the 
path.  We  had  been  advised  to  lodge  the  first  night  on  the 
Amherst  side  of  the  Bidge  at  the  house  of  Captain  David 
Crawford,  several  of  whose  sons  had  been  at  the  Academy, 
and  of  whom  one  was  now  an  Episcopal  minister.  We 
were  kindly  received  by  the  &mily,  eispecially  by  the  young 
parson  of  the  parish,  who  laid  himself  out  to  make  us  com- 
fortable. Appointments  for  us  to  preach  in  his  church 
had  been  sent  on,  for  we  were  so  ignorant,  that  it  never  oc- 
curred to  us  that  any  objection  could  arise.  Let  it  be  noted, 
that  there  was  not  then  any  Episcopal  minister  in  Bock- 
bridge  or  Augusta.  Mr.  Charles  Crawford  had  received  the 
notice  and  published  it  to  his  small  congregation,  near  the 
Tobacco  Bow  Mountain.  He  also  accompanied  us  to  the 
church,  where  we  foimd  about  twenty  respectable  planters, 
to  whom  Mr.  Grigsby  preached.  After  service,  Mr.  Crawford, 
having  first  conversed  with  the  few  people  who  were  out, 
came  and  presented  in  a  very  formal  manner  the  thanks  of 
the  congregation  to  Mr.  Grigsby  for  his  excellent  sermon. 
The  next  day  young  Mr.  Crawford  gave  us  letters  to  an  ac- 
quaintance at  whose  house  we  might  lodge,  and  then  took 
his  horse  and  accompanied  us  part  of  the  way." 
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The  next  day  our  young  travellers  reached  the  mansum 
of  Oolonel  William  Cabell,  of  whom  the  mannsoript  notes 
that  he  was  the  grandfitther  of  Doctors  John,  Bobert  and 
William  Breckinridge,  and  the  brother  of  Mrs.  Panlina 
Bead,  afterwards  Mrs.  LeGrand ;  names  which  cannot  be 
omitted  in  any  contribution  to  Presbyterian  annals.  Crossing 
the  James  Biver  at  Warminster  they  reached  the  house  of 
Colonel  Joseph  Cabell,  and  thence  proceeded  to  their  lodgings 
at  the  New  Store.  The  manners  and  customs  of  that  re- 
gion  have  changed  since  the  statements  which  follow  were 
penned.  '^  We  were  not  aware  that  this  neighbourhood  was 
fiunous  for  the  abuse  of  travellers.  At  an  'ordinary'  not 
more  than  a  mile  irom  the  place,  on  the  great  Buckingham 
road,  a  set  of  fellows  used  to  meet  for  carousal,  who  never 
fiiiled  to  maltreat  any  traveller  who  came  to  the  house.  One 
nij^t  they  caught  an  old  man  named  Boss,  from  Bichmond, 
and  held  him  in  the  well  for  some  time  with  his  head  down- 
ward. Another  stranger  they  threatened  to  throw  into  the 
well,  unless  he  would  consent  to  dance  for  them ;  and  at 
this  exercise  they  kept  him  until  a  late  hour  of  the  night ; 
when  some  intermission  being  allowed,  he  slipped  out  to  the 
stable,  saddled  his  horse  and  fled,  being  forced  to  swim  over 
the  Appomatox  Biver.^' 

The  next  morning  brought  them  to  the  hospitable  man- 
non  of  old  Mrs.  Yenable,  on  the  edge  of  Prince  Edward 
County.  She  was  of  the  Michaux  family  and  a  descendant 
of  Huguenots  who  had  settled  on  the  James  Biver  ;  a  ma- 
tron of  great  shrewdness,  information  and  piety.  Her  hus- 
band had  long  been  dead,  and  her  children  were  grown  up. 
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There  was  an  important  vacancy,  caused  by  the  reeignatioD 
of  Dr.  John  B.  Smith,  who  had  served  the  united  congre- 
gations of  Cumberland  and  Briery.  Mr.  Origsby  was  sent 
to  the  former  and  Mr.  Alexander  to  the  latter  ;  little  sup- 
posing, as  he  records,  that  he  should  ever  become  their  pastor, 
as  he  was  not  seeking  fbr  a  settlement.  On  Sunday  evening 
he  went  to  Little  Boanoke  Bridge,  and  became  first  ac- 
quainted with  Mrs.  Paulina  Bead,  whose  name  must  often 
be  mentioned  in  these  pages.  He  preached  at  the  house  of 
old  Mrs.  Morton,  where  he  had  attended  a  meeting  in  1789. 
On  Wednesday  he  preached  to  a  small  congregation  at 
Hampden  Sidney  College.  But  the  instructions  of  the 
young  missionaries  did  not  permit  them  to  spend  more  than 
one  Sabbath  among  these  "  affectionate  and  delightful  peo- 
ple," and  they  directed  their  course  towards  Petersburg. 

During  this  brief  visit  Mr.  Alexander  became  acquainted 
with  Col.  Samuel  Venable,  a  man  of  great  distinction,  whom 
he  used  to  name  in  connection  with  Graham,  Hoge  and 
Smith,  the  counsellors  of  his  youth.  His  notes  concerning 
this  invaluable  friend  have  great  interest,  and  cannot  be 
inserted  in  a  more  suitable  place.  "  Three  brothers  were 
among  the  first  settlers  in  Prince  Edward.  Nathaniel  owned 
the  place  on  which  the  Court  House  was  built,  and  was 
for  a  long  time  an  elder  in  the  church,  and  represented  the 
county  in  the  Legislature.     He  was  also  an  active  trustee 

of  Hampden  Sidney  College Samuel  was  his 

oldest  son,  who,  though  grown  up  when  Samuel  Stanhope 
Smith  opened  the  Academy  of  Hampden  Sidney,  betook 
himself  to  learning,  and  followed  Smith  on  his  removal  to 
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Princeton,  where  he  was  graduated  [in  1780],  as  were  ahK) 
three  of  his  brothers,  Abram,  Bichard  and  Nathaniel  Wil- 
liam and  Thomas  were  alumni  of  Hampden  Sidney. 

"  Bamuel  Tenable  intended  to  study  law,  but  was  led  by 
some  circumstances  to  engage  in  merchandise.  This  busi- 
ness he  carried  on  in  a  very  judicious  manner,  so  as  to  ac- 
cumulate a  lai^  estate.  He  was  a  man  of  clear  head  and 
Bound  judgment,  and  had  made  observations  on  the  charac- 
ters of  men  as  they  passed  before  him ;  and  these  obser- 
Tations  he  had  reduced  to  maxims.  "Bfi  was  confident  in 
the  opinions  which  he  had  formed,  but  not  inclined  to 
dispute  with  those  who  did  not  agree  with  him.  He  used 
to  say  that  when  a  young  man  he  was  fond  of  disputation, 
and  thought  he  could  bring  others  to  see  as  he  did,  but  that 
aflier  some  experience  he  found  it  to  be  vain,  and  therefore 
suffered  others  undisturbedly  to  enjoy  their  own  opinions. 
ffis  wife  was  the  daughter  of  the  elder  judge  Paul  Carring- 
ton,  and  sister  of  the  younger ;  a  woman  of  unconmion 
vivacity,  wit,  and  power  of  sarcasm.  They  had  twelve 
children. 

"  When  OoL  Yenable  was  about  fifty  years  of  age,  he 
Aou^t  of  giving  up  active  business,  and  retiring  to  pursue 
a  course  of  reading  and  study,  which  a  busy  mercantile  life 
had  prevented.  He  therefore  placed  a  younger  brother  in 
the  firm,  and  built  for  himself  an  office  or  study  separate 
from  his  dwelling,  where  he.  anticipated  much  repose  and 
gratification.  But  the  event  was  difTerent.  After  quitting 
business  he  fell  into  a  hypochondriac  state,  in  which  he 
fancied  that  his  lungs  were  ulcerated,  and  that  he  could 
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daiigiiate  the  preoiae  spot  where  Uie  disease  was  seated.  He 
was  a  man  of  robust  finme,  and  had  a  broad  projectiiig 
chest,  and  no  symptoms  of  any  real  pnlmonaiy  dkease. 
The  o{»nions  of  Mends  uid  even  of  phjsioians  had  no  effect 
to  conmce  him  of  his  error ;  he  persisted  in  maintaining  Us 
(pinion.  At  this  time  his  nerves  became  so  affected,  that 
he  could  scarcely  sit  still  for  a  few  minutes.  He  kept  a 
horse  saddled  at  the  door,  and  idiatever  company  he  had  he 
would  abruptly  leave  them  when  the  fit  seiEcd  him,  and 
would  ride  for  mile^  Nothing  seemed  to  relieve  him  except 
smoking  the  pipe,  a  thing  which  before  this  he  abhorred. 

The  disease  received  no  effectual  dieck  until 

he  was  induced  to  engage  again  in  active  business,  which 
occupied  his  attention ;  and  a  portion  of  his  former  cheerfUU 
ness  returned.  But  he  never  afterwards  possessed  the  firm- 
ness and  confidence  which  had  characterised  him  before. 
He  died  suddenly  at  the  Virginia  Springs,  leavii^  a  large 
fiunily  well  provided  for." 

During  the  whole  of  his  life  Dr.  Alexander  was  aooos* 
tomed  to  speak  of  CoL  Tenable  as  the  most  remarkable  * 
instance  of  wisdom  matured  by  experience  and  observation, 
that  he  had  ever  known ;  in  which  respect  he  was  fond  of 
comparing  him  with  Franklin.  The  descendants  of  the 
three  brothers  above  mentioned  now  amount  to  some  hmi* 
dreds  in  Yirginia  and  the  new  States ;  and  of  these  a 
remaikable  number  are  sealous  and  efficient  memb^s  of  die 
Preflbjterian  Ohuroh. 
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1792. 

■BnoHABT  xouB— i.innan»tnM — vhb  MnxingoiiT    oapt.  gkaiobbad— 

KB.  HURT — ^WnUAM  OOWAN — ^NOTTOWAY — AXKLLA, — PKnEBSBXTBQ — ^MB. 
JABBATT — ^KBOKUamtlBG — ^MB.  PATILLO. 

FiOM  Priiioe  Edward  tbe  yoong  preaches  went  towuda 
Ltmenborg.  Before  ranset  they  amved  at  the  house  of 
a  Mr.  Yarboioii^  a  BaptiBt  of  some  wealth,  who  reosived 
tbom  with  Christiati  and  Yiiynian  hospitality.  Here  they 
gained  acqnaintanoe  with  a  man  whose  case  is  too  t&dobAjM» 
and  characteristic  of  the  times  to  he  omitted.  And  as  the 
inemorandnms  of  Dr.  Alexander  respecting  his  contemporaries 
fnuBh  &ctB  which  would  otherwise  he  entirdy  lost,  we  ftel 
justified  in  fiequenUy  turning  aside  to  diversify  our  stoiy  by 
sudi  episodes. 

^  Mr.  YarboFOii^h  iock  occasion  to  inform  us  that  there 
was  a  Baptist  preacher  in  his  employment  as  a  millwright, 
who  would  be  at  the  house  as  soon  as  his  w<»rk  was  finished. 
Accordingly  about  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  an  dd  man  in 
ooanegarb,  with  katheni  apron,  and  laden  with  tocds,  entered 
As  house  sod  took  his  seat  on  the  stairs.    Neither  Mr. 
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Grigsby  nor  I  had  ever  been  acquainted  with  uneducated 
preachers,  and  we  were  struck  with  astonishment  that  this 
carpenter  should  pretend  to  preach.  When  we  retired^  Mr. 
Bhelbume,  such  was  his  name,  was  put  into  the  same  room 
with  us.  I  felt  an  avidity  to  question  him  respecting  his 
call  to  the  ministry,  taking  it  for  granted  that  the  old  man 
was  ignorant  I  therefore  began  by  asking  him  what  ho 
considered  a  call  to  the  ministry.  Mr.  Shelbume  perceired 
the  drift  of  my  question,  and  instead  of  giving  a  gen^ul 
answer  proceeded  to  a  narrative  of  his  own  experience,  and 
to  state  the  circumstances  which  led  him  to  suppose  that 
Gbd  had  called  him  to  be  a  preacher.  The  substance  of  his 
story  was  as  follows : 

"  *  I  was  bom  in  one  of  the  lower  counties  of  Virginia, 
and  when  young  was  put  to  learn  the  carpenter^s  trade. 
Until  I  was  a  man  grown  and  had  a  family,  I  never  heard 
any  preaching  but  fix)m  ministers  of  the  Established  Church, 
and  did  not  even  know  that  there  were  any  others.  About 
this  time  came  into  the  neighbourhood  a  Presbyterian  minis- 
ter, by  the  name  of  Martin,  whom  I  went  to  hear ;  and 
before  he  was  done  I  was  convinced  that  I  was  in  a  lost  and 
undone  condition.  He  made  no  stay,  and  I  heard  no  more 
of  him.  But  a  wound  had  been  left  in  my  conscience  which 
I  knew  not  how  to  get  healed,  and  no  one  about  me  could 
give  any  valuable  advice  as  to  a  cure.  I  went  fix)m  day  to 
day  under  a  heavy  burden,  bewailing  my  miserable  state, 
till  at  length  my  distress  became  so  great  that  I  could 
neither  eat  nor  sleep  with  any  peace  or  comfort.  My  neigh*- 
hours  said  that  I  was  fisdling  into  melancholy  or  going  mad, 
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but  not  one  of  them  had  any  knowledge  fix)m  expmence  ofthe 
natoreof  mjdistreBS.  Thus  I  continued  mourning  over  my  mis- 
erable case  for  weeks  and  months.  I  was  led,  however,  to  read 
ccmstantly  in  the  Bible ;  but  this  rather  increased  than  lessened 
my  distress  ;  until  one  Sunday  evening  I  saw  as  clearly  as  I 
ever  saw  any  thing  how  I  could  be  saved,  through  the  death 
of  Christ.  I  was  filled  with  comfort,  and  yet  sorrow  for  my 
sins  flowed  more  copiously  than  ever.  I  praised  God  aloud, 
and  inmiediately  told  my  wife  that  I  had  found  salvation  ; 
and  when  any  of  my  neighbours  came  to  see  me,  I  told  them 
of  the  goodness  of  God,  and  what  he  had  done  for  my  soul, 
and  how  he  had  pardoned  all  my  sins.  As  I  spoke  fireely  of 
the  wonderful  change  I  had  experienced,  it  was  soon  noised 
abroad,  and  many  came  to  see  me,  and  to  hear  an  account 
of  the  matter  from  my  own  mouth. 

"*0n  Sabbath  evenings  my  house  would  be  crowded, 
and  when  I  had  finished  my  narrative  I  was  accustomed  to 
give  them  a  word  of  exhortation.  And  as  I  could  be  better 
heard  when  standing,  I  stood  and  addressed  my  neighbours, 
without  any  thought  of  preaching.  After  proceeding  for 
some  time  in  this  way,  I  found  that  several  others  began  to 
be  awakened  by  what  they  heard  fix)m  me,  and  appeared  to 
be  brought  through  the  new  birth  much  as  I  had  been. 
This  greatly  encouraged  me  to  proceed  in  my  work,  and 
God  was  pleased  to  bless  my  humble  labours  to  the  con- 
version of  many.  All  this  time  I  did  no  more  than  relate 
my  own  experience  and  then  exhort  my  neighbours  to  seek 
unto  the  Lord  for  mercy.  Thus  was  I  led  on  fix)m  step  to 
step,  imtil  at  length  I  actually  became  a  preacher,  without 
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iateDding  it.  Exercised  penons  would  frequently  oome  to  aie 
for  counsel,  as  I  had  been  the  first  among  diem  to  ^qpeii- 
race  the  grace  of  Qoi ;  and  that  I  might  be  able  to  answer 
their  questions  I  was  induced  to  studj  the  BiUe  continualfy  ; 
and  often  while  at  work,  particular  passages  would  be  opened 
to  my  mind  ;  which  encouraged  me  to  hope  that  the  Losd 
had  called  me  to  instruct  those  who  were  more  ignorant 
than  myself;  and  when  the  people  would  ocdlect  at  my 
house,  I  explained  to  them  those  passages  which  had  been 
opened  to  my  mind.  All  this  time  I  had  no  instruction  in 
spiritual  matters  firom  any  man,  except  the  sermons  which  I 
heard  from  Mr.  Martin.  But  after  a  few  years  there  came 
a  Baptist  preacher  into  our  neighbourhood,  and  I  found  that 
his  doctrine  agreed  substantially  with  my  ^q)erience,  and 
with  what  I  had  learned  out  of  the  Bible.  I  travelled  about 
with  him,  and  was  encouraged  by  him  to  go  on  in  the  exer- 
cise of  my  gift  of  public  speaking,  but  was  t(dd  by  him  that 
there  was  one  duty  which  I  was  required  to  perform,  which 
was  that  I  should  be  baptized  according  to  the  command  cf 
Christ.  And  as  we  rode  along  we  came  to  a  certain  water, 
and  I  said,  See,  here  is  water,  what  doth  hinder  me  to  be 
baptized  ?  Upon  which  we  both  went  down  into  the  water, 
and  he  baptized  me  by  immersion  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost.  From  that  time  I  have  cod- 
tinned  until  this  day,  testifying  to  small  and  preat,  to  v^hite 
and  black,  rep^tance  towards  Qod  and  Mth  in  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ ;  and  not  without  the  pleasure  of  seeing  many 
sinners  forsaking  their  sins  and  turning  unto  Gk>d. 

"  *  Now,'  said  he,  *  you  have  heard  the  reasons  which 
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jadnoe  Hie  to  believe  that  Ood  has  called  me  to  joeaoh  the 
Gotpel  to  the  poor  and  ignorant.  I  never  considered  myself 
qualified  to  instruct  m^i  of  education  and  learning.  I  have 
alwajs  felt  badly  when  such  have  come  to  hear  me.  But  as 
for  people  of  my  own  ckss^  I  believed  that  I  could  teach 
themmany  things  which  they  need  to  know  ;  and  in  regard 
to  sudli  as  had  become  pious,  I  was  able,  by  study  of  the 
Bible  and  meditation,  to  go  befc^re  them,  so  that  to  them 
also  I  could  be  in  some  measure  a  guide.  I  lament  my 
want  of  learning,  and  am  deeply  convinced  that  It  is  useful 
to  the  ministry  (^  the  Qospel ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  there 
iie  difierent  gifts  now  as  of  old,  and  one  man  may  be  suited 
to  <me  part  of  the  Lord's  worik,  and  another  to  another  part. 
And  I  do  not  know  but  that  poor  and  ignorant  people  can 
imderstand  my  coarse  and  familiar  language  better  than  the 
discourses  of  the  most  learned  and  eloquent  men.  I  know 
their  method  ct  thinking  and  reasoning,  and  how  to  make 
things  plain  by  illustrations  and  comparisons  adapted  to 
their  capacitiee  and  their  habits.' 

'^  When  the  old  millwright  had  finished  his  narrative,  I 
felt  much  more  indined  to  doubt  my  own  call  to  the  minis- 
tiy,  than  that  of  James  Shelbume.  Much  of  the  night  was 
q^t  in  this  ccmversation,  while  my  companion  was  enjoying 
his  usual  repose.  We  talked  fireely  about  the  doctrines  of 
religion,  and  were  mutually  gratified  at  finding  how  exactly 
ear  views  tallied.  From  thisnight  James  Shelbume  became 
an  object  of  my  high  regard,  and  he  gave  abundant  testimo- 
ny of  his  esteem  {or  me.  Whenever  I  visited  that  part  of 
the  country,  he  was  wont  to  ride  many  miles  to  hear  me 
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preach;  and  was  pleased  to  declare  that  he  hadnever  heard 
any  of  the  ministers  of  his  own  denomination  with  whose 
opinions  he  conld  so  fully  agree  as  with  mine.  I  had  the 
opportunity  of  hearing  him  preach  several  times,  and  was 
pleased  not  only  with  the  soundness  of  his  doctrine,  but  the 
unafiected  simplicity  of  his  manner.  His  discourses  con- 
sisted of  a  series  of  judicious  remarks  expressed  in  the 
plainest  language,  and  in  a  conversational  tone,  until  he  be- 
came by  degrees  warmed  with  his  subject,  when  he  fell  into 
a  singing  tone,  but  nothing  like  what  was  common  with 
almost  all  Baptist  preachers  of  the  country  at  that  time. 
As  he  followed  his  trade  from  day  to  day,  I  once  asked  him 
how  he  found  time  to  study  his  sermons ;  to  which  he  re- 
plied, that  he  could  study  better  at  his  work,  with  his  ham- 
mer in  his  hand,  than  if  shut  up  and  surrounded  with  books. 
When  he  had  passed  the  seventieth  year  of  his  age  he  gave 
up  work,  and  devoted  himself  entirely  to  preaching.  Being 
a  man  of  firm  health,  he  travelled  to  a  considerable  distance 
and  preached  nearly  every  day.  On  one  of  these  tours, 
after  I  was  settled  in  Charlotte  County,  I  saw  him  for  the 
last  time.  The  old  man  appeared  to  be  full  of  zeal  and  love, 
and  brought  the  spirit  of  the  Oospel  into  every  £unily  which 
he  visited.  He  was  evidently  ripening  for  heaven,  and  ac- 
cordingly, not  long  after,  he  finished  his  course  with  joy. 
Thus  I  have  anticipated  much  that  relates  to  my  old  friend, 
although  his  end  did  not  occur  until  many  years  after 
this  time.'*  * 

*  See  also  an  aecoant  of  the  same  man,  in  the  "Kew  Orleans  Protestant " 
for  1846  or  IM. 
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At  Beedy  Creek  the  travellers  met  with  some  persons 
from  whom  they  acquired  many  important  £Eicts  as  to  the 
early  plantation  of  our  church  in  Yirginia.  Distinguished 
among  these  was  Captain  William  Craighead,  an  intimate 
friend  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Davies  of  Hanover,  with  whom  he 
served  as  an  elder.  He  cordially  welcomed  the  missionaries, 
as  his  fiunily  and  that  of  William  Cowan,  Esq.,  were  the 
only  Presbyterians  of  the  neighbourhood.  He  produced  a 
file  of  letters  received  from  President  Davies  after  his  removal 
to  Princeton,  and  said  it  was  his  custom  to  read  them  over 
on  a  certain  day  in  every  year.  From  his  ardour  of  dispo- 
sition, activity,  fluency  of  speech  and  religious  zeal,  the 
Captain  was  well  fitted  to  be  a  useful  officer  in  the  church. 
In  all  the  negotiations  touching  Mr.  Davies's  removal  he  bore 
a  prominent  part,  and  afterwards  was  several  times  a  com- 
missioner to  convey  a  call  to  other  northern  ministers ; 
among  the  rest  to  Mr.  Eorkpatrick  of  New  Jersey.  After 
many  disappointments  the  Hanover  people  were  at  length 
visited  by  the  Bev.  David  Bice,  who  became  their  pastor. 
After  Mr.  Bice's  departure,  the  congregation  remained  many 
years  vacant,  and  the  church  declined  more  and  more. 

The  notices  respecting  another  old  Christian  of  that 
country  aid  our  conceptions  of  the  type  of  religion  which 
prevailed.  This  was  Mr.  Hunt,  the  &ther  of  Craighead's 
second  wife.  He  was  a  subject  of  the  work  of  grace  in 
Hanover,  before  they  had  any  preaching.  He  was  old  enough 
to  have  a  family  around  him,  when  the  awakening  began,  in 
consequence  of  finding  and  reading  certain  old  books.  He 
remembered  Mr.  Bobinson's  visit,  and  gave  a  particular  ac- 
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count  of  the  circiunBtaiices  attending  his  anivaL  He  had  a 
notion  that  when  a  young  man  God  had  called  him  by  name, 
it  is  believed  in  Williamsburg.  Sitting  up  till  midnight  he 
heard  a  voice  £rom  above  distinctly  calling  him,  James 
Hunt,  James  Hunt !  Contrary  to  what  is  usual  in  anoh 
visitations,  the  voice  was  distinctly  heard  by  two  wom^i 
who  were  ironing  in  a  room  near  at  hand.  From  that  time 
he  had  very  serious  thoughts  about  religion,  but  was  igno- 
rant of  its  nature,  until  the  fitmous  '^  reading ""  ocnnmenoed  at 
Mr.  Morris's  house,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  he  lived. 
The  genuineness  and  sincerity  of  Mr.  Hunt's  religion  were  ren- 
dered evident  by  a  life  of  even,  humble  piety,  during  seventy 
years.  ''In  his  ninety-second  year,"  says  Dr.  Alexander, 
''  he  read  Paine's  Age  of  Reason,  not  bug  after  which  I 
visited  him,  at  the  house  of  bis  son  Gilbert,  on  Staonlon 
Biver ;  and  was  struck  with  the  remarks  which  he  made  on 
that  infidel  performance.  At  that  time  he  related  to  me  an 
experience  which  he  had  had  many  y^ars  before.  One 
morning  as  he  arose  from  his  bed,  he  had  so  ravishing  a 
view  of  the  glory  of  God,  that  for  some  time  he  stood  in 
mute  astonishment.  And  when  this  passed  avray  he  en- 
joyed for  a  fortnight  such  a  peace,  that  he  could  conceive  of 
no  greater  happine^'' 

Another  person  whom  the  missionaries  found  in  Lunen- 
burg was  William  Cowan,  a  Scotchman  by  birth,  a  lawyer 
ci  some  eminence,  and  a  man  of  eminent  piety.  Having 
come  to  this  country  when  a  lad,  with  an  elder  brother,  he 
fdU  in  ^th  the  Methodists,  exhorted  in  public,  and  was 
elated  with  his  supposed  success  in  public  speaking.     He 
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H09d  to  reiaie  that  he  felt  suie  he  coold  produoe  a  aer* 
mon  off-jiaad  on  any  text  in  the  BiUe  ;  and  that  to  make 
a  tiialy  he  opened  the  book  at  random,  and  alighted  on  these 
woidBy  Obadiah  3,  ^^  The  pride  of  thj  heart  hath  deceived 
thee/'  &c  This  came  home  to  his  oonsdence  and  feelings 
with  a  power  so  convincing  that  he  fell  prostrate  on  tiie 
ground,  and  frcun  that  hour  a  great  change  was  wronght  in 
his  character,  and  he  became  an  humble  man  for  the  rest  of 
fife.  When  a  suitable  occasion  oS&red,  itself  he  returned  to 
the  bosom  of  1^  PresbTterian  Church,  in  which  he  had  been 
baptized.  "Mr.  Cowan,"  says  our  manuscript,  "was  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  most  unif(»rmly  serious  men  I  was  ever 
acquainted  with.  In  his  arguments  at  the  bar,  his  solemn 
voice  Bsid  formal  manner  of  dividing  his  subject  much  resem- 
Ued  preadiing.  Though  always  grave  he  was  not  austere, 
and  ihe  impression  which  he  made  on  men  of  the  world,  and 
especially  on  his  associates,  was  exceedingly  fevourable, 
while  his  profound  skill  in  jurisprudence  was  imiversally 
acknowledged.  He  was  no  orator,  but  in  causes  requiring 
legal  acumen  and  judgment,  he  was  by  many  preferred  to 
Patrick  Henry,  with  whom  he  practised  in  the  same  courts 
fer  many  years,  living  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  that 
great  man.  When  the  war  was  ended  he  was  ahnost  en- 
tirely occupied  in  collecting  moneys  due  to  the  Scotch  mer- 
chants, who  had  generally  gone  off  at  the  commencement 
of  the  Eevolution;  a  business  which  was  attended  with 
little  difficulty  after  the  confirmation  of  Jay's  Treaty.  But 
immediately  after  the  Bevolution  the  payment  of  these 
debts  was  resisted,  and  Patrick  Henry,  as  I  have  been  in- 
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farmed^  never  made  a  greater  display  of  his  extraordinary 
abilities,  than, in  a  speech  before  the  Supreme  Ooort  against 
the  equity  of  these  claims  ;  so  that  the  British  agents  who 
were  in  court  said  to  one  another,  'We  had  better  go 
home,  for  this  man,  before  he  is  done,  will  make  us  the 
debtors  instead  of  the  creditors/ 

"  When  Mr.  Cowan  retired  fix)m  the  bar,  and  confined 
himself  to  collecting  the  aforesaid  debts,  he  came  often  into 
the  part  of  the  country  where  I  resided,  and  I  had  the  op- 
portunity of  being  much  with  him.  And  having  observed 
his  solemn  manner  at  the  bar  and  his  uniform  seriousness 
and  devotion,  I,  as  well  as  others,  concluded  that  he  ought 
to  become  a  preacher  of  the  gospel.  One  day,  therefore, 
when  riding  with  him  fix>m  the  place  of  worship,  I  ventured 
to  broach  the  subject.  He  said  it  had  often  been  su^ested 
to  his  mind,  but  that  after  the  most  mature  deliberation  he 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  unwise  for  him 
to  enter  the  ministry.  That  the  habits  of  one  profession 
long  fixed  could  not  be  easily  laid  aside  to  assume  those  of 
another ;  that  he  had  had  much  to  do  in  worldly  business, 
and  had  been  obliged  in  the  course  of  his  profession  to  offend 
many  persons ;  that  many  were  prejudiced  against  him  on 
account  of  his  being  the  attorney  for  British  merchants,  to 
whom  almost  all  were  indebted  ;  and  especially  that  he  still 
was  concerned  in  cases  which  could  not  be  terminated  for 
many  years.  I  was  much  impressed  with  the  solid  weight 
of  these  reasons. 

'^  He  was  deeply  sensible  of  the  evils  of  slavery,  and  one 
day  said  to  me  that  there  was  a  secret  policy  in  the  minds 
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of  some  leading  men  in  the  state,  to  tax  slaves  very  heavily, 
so  as  by  degrees  to  render  them  unprofitable  ;  as  they  were 
convinced  that  the  mass  of  slaveholders  would  never  consent 
to  emancipate  them  while  they  were  profitable/' 

After  Mr.  Grigsby  had  preached  at  Beedy  Greek,  to  a 
small  congregation,  he  and  his  companion  were  met  by  Oapt. 
Craighead,  who  took  them  to  his  house  and  entertained 
them  with  much  kindness.  On  the  next  Sabbath  they  went 
to  Lunenbru^  Court  House,  two  or  three  miles  distant, 
where  Bishop  Madison  was  to  preach.  They  heard  him  dis- 
ooorse  on  standing  in  the  old  paths.  The  object  of  this 
visitation — and  he  made  but  few — ^was  to  win  back  the 
people  into  the  old  church.  The  state  of  episcopacy  in  Vir- 
ginia at  this  period  may  be  learnt  from  the  history  of  Dr. 
Hawks.  Captain  Craighead  and  Mr.  Cowan  expressed  the 
opinion  that  there  was  no  vitality  in  the  body,  except  in  the 
parish  of  oki  Mr.  Jarratt,  of  whom  more  will  be  said  here- 
after. In  the  afternoon  both  the  young  Presbyterians 
preached  in  the  Court  House,  to  a  large  and  attentive  audi- 
ence, of  whom  most  had  never  heard  a  minister  of  this  per- 
suasion. The  youthful  appearance  of  the  speakers  attracted 
much  attention.  In  the  county  of  Amelia  they  found  no 
Presbyterians,  but  were  warmly  entertained  by  an  old  Col. 
Brooking,  who,  with  his  wife,  had  been  accustomed  in  their 
youth  to  hear  Mr.  Davies.  "  They  informed  us  that  John 
Rodgers  Davies  redded  near  them,  and  was  frequently  their 
guest.  Old  Mra  Brooking  added,  that  she  had  once  asked 
him  to  do  her  a  special  favour,  and  on  his  consenting,  in- 
formed him  that  she  desired  him  to  take  home  and  read  the 
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little  poem  which  his  jGstther  had  written  on  the  oooaiion  of 
lu8  birth.  He  answered  that  he  oould  not  do  it,  and  that 
he  had  neyer  pemeed  any  of  his  fitth^s  writinga 

'^  Six  or  seven  years  after  this^  I  made  a  tonr  thioogfa 
the  counties  sonth  <^  James  Biver,  and  foond  Ihat  he  had 
removed  to  Sussex.  The  man  with  whom  I  staid,  a  Mr. 
Chapel,  a  Methodist,  told  me  that  there  was  a  Presbyterian 
gentleman  near  him,  ^dio  never  att^ided  any  of  their  meet- 
ings, and  that  he  was  glad  I  had  come.  Mr.  Ofaapel  urged 
me  to  preadi'  in  the  evening ;  and  went  himself  to  inform 
Mr.  Davies  of  the  service.  But  he  coold  not  by  all  his  ai^gor 
ments  prevail  on  him  to  ccnne.  And  finally,  to  get  dear  of 
his  impcHTtonity,  he  said,  ^  If  the  ApoeUe  Paul  was  to  preadi 
at  your  house  to»n%ht,  I  would  not  go ;  nay,  i£  my  own 
fiither  was  to  preach  there  I  would  not  go.' " 

It  deserves  to  be  mentioned  that  great  assemUies  were 
gathered  to  the  preaching  of  Mr.  Alexander  during  this  visit 
to  Amdia.  A  report  had  been  circulated  that  he  was  only 
fifteen  or  eixteen  years  of  age,  which  indeed  his  appearance 
seemed  to  justify,  tiiough  at  this  time  he  was  nearly  twenty. 
From  all  Hba  accounts  which  we  have  be^i  able  to  obtain 
during  a  residence  in  the  same  region  nearly  thirty  yean 
ago,  when  many  were  surviving  who  r^nembered  these  juve- 
nile efforts,  we  are  induced  to  believe  that  at  no  period  (rf 
his  ministry  was  the  preaching  of  Mr.  Alexand^  more  at- 
tractive and  powerful  than  at  that  very  time.  With  little 
of  that  culture  whidi  he  afterwards  received  in  laige  measure, 
be  had  the  glow  and  exuberance  of  youth,  a  ftmd  of  bifl- 
Uant  imagery  and  copious  words,  a  magical  fascinatjcm  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


piTftBiBVBe.  143 

mot,  Boi  abore  afl  a  spintaality  of  mind,  wMch  was  the 
duef  endowment  in  the  apprehension  of  thoee  aged  persons 
wbo  gave  the  report  His  labours  were  abundant,  some- 
times involving  saooeasive  days  of  preaching,  at  places  &r 
aptrt ;  and  they  w^re  doubtless  instrumental  in  promoting 
the  growth  of  that  Church  to  the  service  of  which  his  whole 
energy  both  in  youth  and  age  was  consecrated. 

Ckmtinuing  their  journey  in  the  direction  of  the  rivers 
towards  tidewater,  our  missicmaries  went  next  to  Petersbuig. 
They  were  consigned  by  letter  to  Mr.  Thomas  Shore,  of 
Pocahontas,  on  the  side  of  the  Appcmiatox  opposite  to  the 
town.  This  gentleman's  &ther,  Dr.  Shore  of  Hanover,  had 
been  oae  of  Mr.  Davies's  dlders.  They  took  up  thdr  abode, 
however,  with  a  Mr.  Dodson,  who  proved  to  be  im  obliging 
and  serious  man,  but  unconnected  with  any  religious  body. 
The  good  man  informed  the  young  preachers  that  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  procuring  them  a  place  in  which  to 
hold  meetings^  assuring  them  that  they  might  have  either 
the  EpiKopal  church,  or  the  Methodist  church  in  Blandford. 
He  acc<nndingly  agreed  to  go  and  see  the  jnincipal  local 
pfeacher  <^  the  Methodists,  a  considerable  merchant,  of 
whose  liba^lity  he  spdke  in  high  terms.  '^It  was  also 
agreed,''  says  Mr.  Alexander, ''  that  ALr.  Ghigsby  should  go 
to  Blandford  and  secure  the  Episcopal  church  th^:«,  so  that 
eadi  jsnf^t  have  a  place  <^  preadiing.  We  thought  every 
thing  was  to  go  on  swimmingly.  After  dinner  we  stepped 
into  a  store  in  the  <dd  town,  as  Mr.  Grigsby  wanted  a  pair 
of  Uack  silk  gloves  Ibr  the  pulpit.  While  he  was  chaflfering 
at  the  oounter,  the  owner  of  the  store  said  to  me,  ^YTh^ 
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I  saw  you  ride  into  town,  I  thought  you  were  Methodist 
preachert,  but  now  I  find  I  was  mistaken ;  pray,  to  what 
denomination  do  you  belong?'  On  our  replying,  he  said, 
'  Ah  t  Presbyterian  ! '  with  a  peculiar  tone  and  expression 
of  countenance ;  '  We  have  a  man  in  town  who  was  once  a 
Presbyterian  preacher,  but  is  now  a  merchant ;  for  he  says 
he  can't  sell  goods  and  preach  too.'  I  replied,  that  I  thought 
the  man  was  perfectly  right,  as  no  man  could  fulfil  the  du- 
ties of  the  sacred  office  and  be  a  merchant  at  the  same 
time.  His  colour  rose  at  this,  and  he  said,  with  a  smarter 
tone,  *  Then  you  do  not  agree  with  the  Apostle  Paul,  for  he 
preached  and  wrought  at  the  trade  of  tent  making.'  I 
answered  that  I  did  agree  with  Paul,  who  had  given  solemn 
directions  to  Timothy  that  ministers  should  give  themselves 
wholly  to  their  work ;  and  that  Paul's  labouring  was  from 
necessity,  and  to  take  away  all  occasion  of  prejudice  finom 
his  enemies.  Here  we  left  the  store,  and  on  relating  what 
had  passed  to  Mr.  Dodson,  were  informed  that  this  man  was 
a  preacher  and  a  leading  person  among  the  Methodists." 

There  is  much  naivete  in  the  description  of  these  first 
attempts  to  exercise  their  gifts  in  a  large  town.  ''On 
Saturday,  Mr.  Grigsby  proceeded  to  Blandford  and  Mr.  Dod- 
son applied  to  the  local  preacher,  requesting  their  house  at 
hours  which  would  not  interfere  with  their  worship,  and 
was  confounded  to  find  that  it  could  not  be  had.  Mr.  Dod- 
son was  greatly  mortified,  as  he  said  he  and  many  others 
who  were  not  of  their  society  had  helped  to  build  the  house. 
When  Mr.  Grigsby  returned  fix)m  ^Blandford,  he  told  us  be 
had  visited  Mr.  Cameron,  the  rector,  firom  whom  he  had  re-> 
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oeived  an  imceremoDious  lefiisaL  He  had,  howeyer,  met  with 
a  Dr.  Hull,  born  in  Augusta  and  bred  a  Presbyterian,  who 
insbted  that  we  should  dine  with  him  the  next  day.  I 
hesitated,  but  thinking  a  prirate  house  would  be  more 
agreeable  than  Mr.  Dodson's  boardiug  house,  I  consented. 
The  question  as  to  a  place  of  preachiag  was  not  yet  satis- 
fitctorily  answered.  We  made  many  inquiries,  but  nothing 
presented  itself.  At  length  I  asked  Mr.  D.,  if  they  never 
had  field-preaching  about  the  town.  He  said  there  was  a 
spring  about  a  mile  off  called  John  Baptist's  Spring,  be- 
cause an  old  Baptist,  a  black  man  named  John,  sometimes 
held  forth  there.  I  repUed  that  this  should  be  our  preach- 
ing place  ;  but  how  to  give  notice  was  the  difficulty.  At 
l^igth  Mr.  Dodson  suggested  that  he  had  a  smart  negro 
boy,  who  could  go  through  the  town  with  a  bell,  carrying 
the  notice  in  his  hand  to  be  read  by  all  who  might  meet 
him,  I  was  much  pleased  with  this  scheme,  and  we  pre- 
pared in  a  large  legible  hand  a  notice  that  two  young  Pres- 
byterian ministers  would  preach  at  the  '  stand '  of  John  the 
Baptist,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Our  little  black  was 
ahready  summoned,  when  information  came  that  Mr.  Pren- 
tiss, the  printer,  had  offered  for  our  use  a  large  unfurnished 
house  in  Bolingbroke  Street. 

"  In  the  morning  I  went  with  Mr.  Dodson  to  the  Metho- 
dist church,  and  Mr.  Grigsby  went  to  Blandford  to  hear 
Mr.  Cameron.  The  circuit  rider  who  attended  in  Petersbuig 
on  that  occasion  was  no  indifferent  speaker.  He  was  either 
an  Englishman,  or  had  caught  the  swell  and  rotundity  of 
English  elocution  from  preachers  who  had  come  over  firom 
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that  country.  But  after  he  had  proceeded  some  length  in 
his  discourse^  he  went  out  of  his  way  to  warn  the  people 
against  a  set  of  preachers  who  taught  that  the  righteousness 
of  Ohrist  was  imputed  to  the  believer.  He  said  this  was  a 
dangerous  doctrine,  and  before  he  was  done  called  it  imputed 
nonsense  and  blasphemy.  I  was  astonished,  not  being  then 
aware  of  the  Methodist  hostility  to  this  doctrine.  After 
sermon  I  went  over  to  Blandford  to  meet  Mr.  G.  at  Dr. 
Hull's.  Here  I  learned  that  Mr.  Cameron  also  had  uttered 
a  violent  tirade  against  Calvinists,  and  warned  the  people 
against  hearing  them,  as  he  understood  some  preachers  of 
that  description  had  come  to  the  place.  Thus  were  we  met 
with  opposition  on  all  sides. 

"  Soon  after  our  arrival  the  company  began  to  come  in, 
carriage  after  carriage.  We  found  to  our  chagrin  that  a 
large  party  had  been  invited,  and  as  Archibald  Gracie  of 
New- York  and  some  other  guests  were  late,  the  hour  for 
preaching  had  nearly  come  before  we  sat  down.  We  ex- 
pressed our  uneasiness  to  the  host,  who  said  we  should  be 
there  in  full  time.  But  before  we  had  made  our  way  half 
through  the  elegant  dinner,  which  did  me  no  good,  the  hour 
arrived.  We  unceremoniously  rose  from  table,  in  the  midst 
of  a  smart  thimder  shower.  The  rain  prevented  many  who 
would  have  come,  for  the  reftisal  to  let  us  preach  had  excited 
much  feeling.  The  house,  however,  which'  was  in  a  very 
rough  state,  was  well  filled,  and  Mr.  Grigsby  preached  a 
plain,  solemn  and  impressive  sermon,  on  John  iii.  3.  The 
people  were  very  attentive,  and  an  old  Mr.  Angus  took  us 
cordially  by  the  hand,  and  in  a  strong  Scotch  accent  asked 
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US  to  go  home  with  him,  to  which  we  agreed.  He  infonned 
us  that  the  majority  of  Parson  Cameron's  hearers  were 
Scotch  people,  who  had  been  brought  up  Presbyterians  ; 
^  Yes,'  he  added,  *and  he  also  was  brought  up  a  Presbyte- 
rian/ Before  the  people  were  dismissed,  we  learned  that 
application  had  been  made  for  the  use  of  the  Masonic  Hall, 
a  spacious  building  in  Blandford,  but  that  an  old  lady,  who 
taught  a  dancing  school  there,  strongly  objected,  fearing  lest 
we  should  injure  her  craft.  But  when  the  Master  Mason 
heard  this,  he  brought  the  key  of  the  Hall  and  delivered  it 
to  one  of  our  friends.  The  next  day,  therefore,  I  preached  to 
a  very  large  congregation  in  this  fine  room ;  and  Mr.  Grigsby 
preached  on  the  day  following.  During  these  days  an  ear- 
nest application  was  made,  for  one  of  us  to  remain  and  preach 
there  statedly.  And  if  we  could  have  staid,  a  Presbyterian 
congregation  might  have  been  gathered  fifteen  years  before 
such  an  organization  actually  took  place.  But  each  of  us 
had  a  tour  of  six  months  before  him. 

"We  now  took  our  leave  of  Petersburg  and  of  one 
another.  This  last  we  were  very  reluctant  to  do  ;  for  we  had 
found  that  ^two  are  better  than  one,'  and  that  the  plan 
adopted  by  our  Saviour  was  better  than  any  other.  No 
sooner  had  I  turned  my  face  westward,  than  I  began  to  feel 
Bohtary  and  dejected.  Grigsby's  exuberance  of  spirits  had 
previously  kept  me  up,  but  now  I  was  left  to  my  own  gloomy 
forebodings  of  innumerable  difficulties." 

The  name  of  the  Reverend  Devereux  Jarratt  is  well 
known  by  all  the  friends  of  evangelical  religion  in  Virginia, 
where  he  shone  as  a  light  in  a  dark  place,  during  a  season 
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when  the  Episcopal  Church  had  few  to  declare  the  gospel  in 
its  simplicity.  Having  heard  much  of  his  piety  and  elo- 
quence, Mr.  Alexander  determined  to  spend  the  next  Sab- 
bath with  him.  The  good  old  man  had  lately  attended  the 
diocesan  convention  at  Richmond,  and  had  preached  a  pun- 
gent and  feithfiil  discourse,  which  was  then  fresh  from  the 
press.  He  was  found  in  his  spacious  old-fashioned  house,  in 
the  midst  of  a  large  plantation,  without  children,  but  sur- 
rounded by  sleek,  happy-looking  servants.  "  But  I  confess," 
says  the  narrative,  "  I  was  much  better  pleased  with  Mrs. 
Jarratt.  There  was  so  much  of  sweetness  and  kindness  in 
this  old  lady,  that  I  have  seldom  seen  the  like.  Mrs. 
Grammar,  of  Petersburg,  known  to  me  long  afterwards,  was 
in  affability,  goodness,  and  Christian  courtesy  the  exact 
resemblance  of  Mrs.  Jarratt.  Indeed,  she  was  brought  up 
under  her  tuition,  and  her  son  now  occupies  Mr.  Jarratt's 
place  in  the  parish  of  Bath.  The  old  gentleman  seemed  at 
first  reserved  and  austere.  I  was  a  perfect  stranger  to  him, 
very  young,  and  younger  in  appearance  than  in  reality,  and 
as  &r  as  I  remember,  brought  no  introductory  letters  ;  they 
were  less  common  in  those  days  than  now.  He  did  not 
leave  his  study  to  keep  me  company,  but  left  the  good  lady 
to  attend  on  me,  which  she  did  in  a  manner  that  could  not 
but  be  most  soothing  to  the  heart  of  a  stranger,  much  dis- 
posed to  melancholy  thoughts.  After  a  little,  however,  Mr. 
Jarratt  began  to  unbend  ;  and  the  first  thing  he  did  was  to 
examine  me  on  the  Evidences  of  Christianity,  and  to  get 
something  of  my  histoiy,  and  of  my  purpose  in  visiting  that 
part  of  the  country.     Finding  me  not  altogether  ignorant, 
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he  proceeded  to  converse  with  me  freely.  He  related  a  con- 
troversy which  he  had  had  the  week  before  with  the  Metho- 
dist Presiding  Elder  of  the  district ;  in  the  course  of  which 
the  latter  asked  in  regard  to  something  which  he  had 
asserted,  *  How  shonld  you  know  any  better  than  I  ?'  ^  Be- 
cause/ answered  Mr.  Jarratt,  ^  I  had  read  more  books  before 
you  were  bom,  than  you  have  done  in  your  whole  life.' 

"  He  said  his  parish  was  much  reduced,  and  that  the 
state  of  religion  was  very  low ;  but  he  described  scenes  of 
a  truly  animating  kind  which,  had  been  witnessed  there. 
When  he  first  preached  there,  as  the  people  were  gay  and 
careless,  he  prepared  a  few  flowery  discourses,  ad  captandwm^ 
and  brought  out  but  little  of  the  gospel  plainly.  This  he 
justified  by  the  case  of  Paul,  who  became  all  things  to  all 
men.  But  it  was  a  doubtful  expedient,  and  an  experiment 
replete  with  danger.  As  to  his  own  church,  he  knew  but 
one  man  in  the  ministry  whom  he  regarded  as  an  experi- 
mental Cfhristian;  this  was  a  Mr.  Ball.  But  as  he  has 
published  an  account  of  his  own  life,  which  is  a  curious 
picture  of  manners  in  Virginia  at  that  period,  I  will  not 
attempt  to  sketch  his  character.  His  zeal,  together  with  a 
voice  of  great  power  and  melody,  carried  him  forward  and 
raised  him  high  as  a  preacher ;  and  as  he  and  Mr.  McBo- 
berts  were  the  only  two  who  zealously  preached  the  gospel 
in  the  church  as  by  law  established,  their  prominence  was 
marked.  .  Some  years  afterwards  I  heard  him  preach  at 
Hampden  Sidney  College  ;  the  sermon  was  evangelical  and 
fervent,  without  signs  of  care  in  the  preparation,  and  his 
voice  was  then  broken.    A  good  idea  of  his  labours  may  be 
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obtained  from  his  printed  sermons.  His  theological  opin- 
ions, as  he  informed  me,  were  in  conformity  with  those  of 
Richard  Baxter,  except  that  he  held,  and  in  several  publica- 
tions endeavoured  to  maintain,  the  possibility  of  attaining 
sinless  perfection  in  this  life." 

The  path  marked  out  for  Mr.  Alexander  lay  in  the 
direction  of  the  North  Carolina  border.  From  Petersburg, 
therefore,  he  retraced  his  steps  through  the  counties  of 
Amelia,  Nottoway,  and  Limenburg,  where  he  fiilfilled  en- 
gagements made  in  the  former  visit.  He  then  entered  Meck- 
lenburg, where  the  Rev.  Mr.  Patillo  was  accustomed  to  preach 
once  in  the  month.  Here  the  Methodists  had  enjoyed  much 
success  for  a  time.  A  lady  is  remembered,  who  a  few  years 
before  had  made  much  noise.  Such  was  her  zeal  and  en- 
thusiasm, that  she  spoke  and  exhorted  in  public  assemblies, 
even  when  a  number  of  preachers  were  present.  Her  figure 
was  conmianding,  and  her  address  won  public  admiration. 
The  young  missionary  here  records  a  misadventure  not  un- 
common in  such  itinerations;  his  horse  escaped,  and  was 
missing  for  some  days.  In  this  great  embarrassment,  his 
gloomy  thoughts  were  dispelled  by  a  discourse  which  he 
casually  opened  upon  in  a  friend's  house,  on  the  words, 
^'  Shall  we  receive  good  at  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  and  shall 
we  not  receive  evil  ?  "  It  was  in  Rennet's  Oratory,  a  work 
on  Prayer,  for  which  he  always  retained  a  strong  attachmeut. 

At  the  Rlue  Stone  Meeting-House,  he  first  fell  in  with 
the  Rev.  Henry  PatiUo,  who  had  come  over  from  GranviUe 
County  in  Carolina,  to  administer  the  Lord's  Supper ;  and 
of  whom  he  gives  the  following  notices.     Mr.  PatiUo  was 
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bom  in  Scotland^  and  was  brought  to  this  country  by  an 
elder  brother,  when  only  nine  years  old.  While  yet  a  young 
man,  he  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Davies,  and  having  ex- 
perienced the  power  of  grace  he  entered  on  studies  prepara- 
tory to  the  ministry,  receiving  aid  from  some  persons  of 
benevolence.  But  his  chief  resource  was  in  his  own  labours  as 
a  teacher,  by  which  he  was  enabled  to  sustain  himself  In 
due  time  he  was  licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Hanover,  at 
that  time  the  only  one  in ,  Virginia.  This  was  probably 
about  the  year  1760.  For  some  years  he  preached  in  Cum- 
berlaod,  Prince  Edward,  and  Charlotte  ;  but  on  receiving  an 
invitation  to  North  Carolina,  he  removed  to  Granville  Coun- 
ty, and  had  for  his  chai^  the  congregations  of  Grassy 
Greek  and  Nutbush,  with  which  he  remained  till  the  close 
of  his  life. 

Mr.  PatiUo  was  above  the  middle  size,  of  robust  consti- 
tution and  uninterrupted  health.  His  aspect  was  benevolent, 
and  his  manners  were  simple  and  affectionate.  He  was 
free  from  envy  and  jealousy,  and  even  in  old  age  had  no 
austerity  or  moroseness.  He  was  especially  affable  with 
young  ministers,  delighting  in  their  gifts,  for  which  he  gave 
thanks  to  God.  The  most  imtutored  and  the  youngest  were 
perfectly  at  ease  in  his  company ;  as  he  seemed  to  esteem 
himself  the  least  of  all  God's  servants.  Yet  he  was  an  in- 
cessant reader,  and  remembered  almost  all  that  he  read.  In 
the  pulpit,  he  was  plain  and  practical ;  but  it  was  evident 
that  much  pains  had  been  bestowed  on  his  discourses.  His 
TCHce  was  commanding,  and  he  was  generally  heard  with 
attention.     His  disposition  was  so  contented,  that  nothing 
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seemed  to  disturb  the  serenity  a£  his  mind.  As  &r  as  was 
possible  for  the  head  of  a  fiuuily,  he  divested  himself  of  all 
worldly  cares.  He  was  always  poor^  and  used  to  express  his 
thankfulness  to  God  for  having  kept  him  entirely  exempt 
from  the  snares  of  wealth.  The  only  kind  of  property  on 
which  he  set  much  value,  was  books.  He  had  a  great  avidi- 
ty for  learning,  rather  than  for  accumulating  a  fine  library  ; 
but  was  generoujB  in  parting  mth  his  treasures  to  those  who 
needed  them  more  than  he.  ^  Until  this  period  of  my  life/' 
say|9  Mr.  Alexander,  ^^  I  had  never  seen  a  Hebrew  Bible,  or 
any  other  Hebrew  book ;  and  some  time  after  this,  having 
found  a  mutilated  copy  among  the  relics  of  old  Robert 
Henry's  books  in  Charlotte,  I  begged  it  of  the  family,  and 
then  travelled  into  North  Carolina,  to  procure  a  Bythner's 
Lyra  Prophetica,  fix)m  old  Mr.  Patillo."  On  a  certain  occa- 
sion, while  Mr.  Patillo  vras  absent,  his  house  was  consumed 
by  fire.  On  his  return,  he  exclaimed  to  his  wife,  "  O  my 
dear,  are  my  books  safe  ?  "  And  on  being  assured  that  th^ 
were,  he  devoutly  praised  God. 

Late  in  life^  Mr.  Patillo  became  an  author.  His  principa] 
work  was  an  abridgment  ci  Ldand's  Deistical  Writers ;  a 
very  seasonable  production,  at  a  time  when  Frendi  infiddity 
was  rife.  The  other  was  a  series  of  plain  sermons.  A  note 
{q)pended  to  one  of  these,  broached  the  same  doctrine  con- 
cerning Christ's  human  nature,  which  has  since  been  so 
offensively  taught  by  the  &mous  Edward  L*ving.  It  will 
oast  light  on  the  ministerial  life  of  those  days,  here  to  insert 
a  statement  of  Dr.  Alexander  s,  though  out  of  its  chrcmologir 
cal  place.     ^' While  I  was  minister  in  Charlotte,  the  old 
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geatfeman  came  onoe  to  pay  his  last  visit  to  his  firiends  in 
Vixginia.  I  made  a  strii^  of  appointnients  for  him,  reaching 
from  Cob  Cre^  to  Cmnberland,  and  accompanied  him  the 
whole  round.  It  was  previously  suggested  to  a  few  as  we 
passed  fix>m  place  to  place,  that  it  would  be  well  to  make  a 
eontribotion,  to  aid  the  aged  servant  of  God.  When  we 
had  finished  our  tour,  I  had  in  my  saddle-bags  about  thirty 
dolkrBy  which  the  people  had  freely  given.  As  I  handed 
him  the  silver  coin  (for  we  had  then  never  seen  a  bank- 
note), the  good  old  man  f^peared  to  be  penetrated  with 
gistitiide.''  Mr.  Fatillo  is  supposed  to  have  been  more  than 
seventy  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Among  the  early  settlements  of  Presbyterianism  in  this 
re^on,  Mr.  Alexander  occasionally  foimd  persons  of  charact^ 
90  madced,  as  to  deserve  a  passing  notice.  He  names  a  Mr. 
John  Young,  a  warm  frigid  of  Mr.  Patillo,  and  a  person  of 
plain  unassuming  mannas,  who  was  remarkable,  in  years  ci 
searcity,  for  selling  com  at  a  uniform  price,  even  when  it 
would  bring  twice  as  much  in  the  market.  Col.  Smith  was 
another  leading  Presbyterian  of  the  same  neighbourhood, 
who  had  a  daughter  of  extraordinaay  knowledge  and  piety. 
The  personal  narrative  says  of  her :  ^'  She  understood  the 
Calvinistic  doctrines  better  than  any  woman  I  ever  saw.  I 
have  spent  days  in  conversation  on  theological  points  with 
PoUy  Smith.  Her  religion  was  not  merely  theoretical,  but 
deejdy  practical  She  was  a  truly  devout  and  humble  per- 
son. She  became  the  wife  of  the  Bev.  William  WUliamson, 
of  Ohio/'  Chesley  Daniel  and  an  old  Mr.  Lewis,  are 
also  mentioned  as  pious  iri^ids  of  this  period.     The  onfy 
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contonporary  journal  of  this  tour  which  remains  to  us,  is  a 
fragment  of  just  six  pages  ;  which  nevertheless  contains  two 
somewhat  interesting  entries.  ^'  Tuesday,  August  7, 1792.  I 
preached  at  Sandj  Biver.  The  house  was  very  frill  of  people, 
who  seemed  desirous  to  hear.  I  don't  remember  that  any  to 
whom  I  have  preached  since  I  was  on  my  tour,  were  appa- 
rently more  affected  than  these."  '^  Thursday,  Aug.  30.  I 
preached  at  Chestnut  Meeting-House,  to  a  small  congrega- 
tion. In  the  time  of  sermon,  the  people  appeared  to  be 
impressed,  and  to  drink  in  the  Word  with  greediness.  I 
therefore  continued  my  discourse  for  nearly  two  hours,  and 
then  dismissed  the  congr^ation.  I  sat  in  the  pulpit  about 
fifteen  minutes,  but  no  person  in  the  house  offered  to  go 
away.  After  some  time  I  arose  and  told  the  people,  that  as 
they  were  not  disposed  to  leave  the  house  of  Qod,  their 
meditations  might  be  assisted  by  singing  |t  hymn;  after 
which  I  again  spoke  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  There 
were  few  individuals  in  the  house  who  did  not  appeu* 
deeply  affected." 

From  the  borders  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Alexander 
returned  by  the  way  of  Charlotte,  in  Virginia.  In  frilfiUing 
his  appointments,  it  is  believed  in  Mecklenbuig,  he  met  with 
the  following  interesting  occurrence  ;  "  A  young  man  named 
William  Boyd  was  afraid  to  come  into  the  house  of  wor- 
ship, lest  he  should  be  seized  with  religious  impressions  ;  but 
feeling  a  strong  curiosity  to  hear  the  young  preacher,  he 
at  length  returned  and  took  a  seat  near  the  door,  that  he 
might  go  out  immediatelyif  any  thing  touched  him.  Though 
the  bow  was  drawn  at  venture,  the  arrow  took  effect ;  he 
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went  home  under  strong  conTictions  and  was  soon  hopeAilly 
converted,  and  at  an  early  age  became  an  elder  in  the 
church.  This  account  I  received  from, his  own  mouth.  He 
was  a  man  of  a  tender  and  gentle  spirit/'  In  Charlotte,  he 
fen  in  with  Moses  Waddel,  afterwards  the  Bev.  Dr.  Waddel 
of  G^rgia^  but  then  a  tutor  at  Hampden  Sidney  College. 
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CHAPTER  EIGHTH. 
1792—1797. 

PBnrOB  KDWABD  AND  OHABLOTTB — ^EABLT  PRBA.0HBB8 — ^MS.  BOBINSOV^ 
MB.  HSNBT — ^PBOGBESB  IN  LBABNING — BMITH^B  BiySB — PASTORAL  BST- 
TLBMSNT — ^MODB  OF  PRBAOHING — ^PATBIOK  HENBT  AND  JOHN  RAN- 
DOLPH— ^HAMPDKN  8IDNBT  OOLLBQB — JOHN  H.  BIOK— CONRAD  8PBSRB — 
PBB8IDBNT8HIP  OF  THB  OOLLBOB. 

rpHE  part  of  Yirginia  with  wBch  our  narrative  must  now 
JL  for  some  time    be  concerned^  is  highly  interesting  to 
those  who  wish  to  study  Southern  institutions  in  their  con- 
nection with  Christianity.     There  is  no  portion  of  the  State 
or  country  where  the  bright  side  of  the  planter's  life  is 
more  agreeably  exhibited.     The  district  has  always  been  re- 
markable for  its  adaptation  to  the  culture  of  a  particular 
variety  of  tobacco  which  usually  conmiands  high  prices,  and 
it  has  therefore  abounded  in  slavea     Although  the  estates 
are  less  extensive  than  in  the  cotton  districts  of  the  remoter 
South,  the  proprietors  enjoy  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life 
in  a  high  degree,  and  almost  every  femily  has  some  man  of 
liberal  education  within  its  bosom.     Hospitality  and  genial 
warmth  may  be  said  to  be  universal    Nowhere  in  the  South 
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has  the  Piesbyterian  Church  had  greater  strength  among 
the  wealthy  and  cultivated  classes.  It  was  to  be  for  a  long 
time  the  theatre  of  Mr.  Alexander's  labours ;  and  through- 
out life  he  looked  back  on  these  as  halcyon  days.  Some  of 
the  reminiscences  gathered  by  him  in  his  excundons  from 
persons  long  since  dead  must  find  a  place  in  these  pages. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Bobinson,  one  of  the  pioneers^of  Virginia, 
preached  in  the  Caldwell  settlement  on  Cub  Creek,  in  the 
county  of  Charlotte.  It  was  a  small  colony  of  Scotch-Irish 
Presbyterians.  Among  the  first  ministers  settled  in  Yir- 
ginia^  after  Mr.  Davies,  was  the  Bev.  Robert  Henry,  who  was 
pastor  of  this  church  on  Cub  Creek.  He  was  a  pious  but 
blunt  man,  whose  natural  passions  were  strong  and  not  alto- 
gether disciplined.  His  preaching  was  impolished  but  warm 
and  evangelical  It  should  never  be  forgotten  that  like  Da- 
vies  he  laboured  faithfully  for  the  salvation  of  the  negroes, 
many  of  whom  were  converted  imder  his  preaching.  The 
number  of  black  communicants  in  this  church  was  greater 
than  in  any  within  our  boimds  ;  and  in  general  these  con- 
verts maintained  a  consistent  Christian  character.  Even  at 
this  moment  the  fhiits  of  these  labours  are  apparent.  From 
the  time  of  Mr.  Henry  the  names  of  black  conmiunicants 
exceeded  those  of  the  whites,  and  were  probably  more  than 
a  hundred. 

Some  characteristic  anecdotes  of  Mr.  Henry  are  recorded 
in  the  manuscripts  before  us.  On  his  way  to  Briery  Meet- 
ing-House,  where  he  regularly  preached  once  a  fortnight, 
he  was  accustomed  to  lodge  at  Mr.  Morton's,  near  the  Little 
Boanoke  bridge.     It  was  his  manner,  on  turning  into  the 
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forest  through  which  the  road  lay,  to  throw  the  reins  upon 
the  neck  of  his  horse,  and  to  engage  in  prayer  aloud.  On 
one  occasion  he  was  so  Absorbed  in  this  exercise,  that  the 
horse  reached  the  door  before  Mr.  Henry  had  ended  his  de- 
votions. Such  was  his  absence  of  mind  that  he  sometimes 
mistook  his  own  horse  on  coming  from  the  place  of  worship. 

Mr.  Henry  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  but  his  name 
appears  among  the  early  graduates  of  Princeton,  in  1761. 
At  that  time  all  who  had  not  taken  regular  degrees  else- 
where were  required  by  their  Presbyteries  to  pass  through 
the  College  of  New  Jersey. 

"The  Hebrew  Bible,"  says  the  narrative,  "which  I 
found  among  the  old  books  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Henry's 
widow,  I  brought  with  me  to  Philadelphia.  Having  there 
obtained  one  more  complete,  I  transferred  this  to  Mr,  Belle- 
ville, then  a  student,  who  with  a  pen  very  neatly  supplied 
the  chapters  which  were  wanting.  Since  the  establishment 
of  the  Seminary,  this  very  volume  has  come  in  as  a  present, 
and  may  be  seen  in  the  library.  I  found  here  also  several 
books  of  Latin  theology,  but  all  much  injured.  Among 
them  was  Chemnitius's  Eocamen  ConcUii  Trideniirdy  from 
which  I  derived  my  first  accurate  knowledge  of  the  Bomish 
tenets. 

The  Bev.  William  Bobinson,  already  mentioned  as  the 
first  preacher  in  the  Caldwell  Settlement,  came  from  the 
Presbytery  of  New  Brunswick.  He  formed  the  purpose  of 
visiting  all  the  scattered  Presbyterians  in  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  and  as  many  others  as  might  be  willing  to  hear. 
When  he  first  arrived  in  these  parts  great  joy  was  felt  by 
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the  pious  settkcB.    A  stand,  or  tent  (for  both  names  were 
used),  was  made  ready,  and  notice  was  sent  romid  in  all 
directions  that  a  preacher    had  come  from    the    North. 
^^Among  others  one  Austin,  a  half-breed  Indian,  was  called 
upon.     This  man  was  notorious  for  violence  of  temper,  a 
quarrelsome  disposition,  and  shocking  pro&neness.  .  His  wife 
expressed  some  desire  to  go  to  the  meeting,  which  he  swore 
she  should  not  do.     But  he  nevertheless  went  himself,  and 
not  intending  to  hear  any  thing  lay  down  on  some  leaves, 
near  the  outskirts  of  the  large  congregation.     Here  he  was 
apparently  slumbering,  when  the  preacher  announced  his  ^ 
text,  ^  Awake  thou  that  sleepestt'     The  words  conveyed  a 
barbed  arrow  to  Austin's  conscience.    In  a  moment  he 
started  to  his  feet,  and  fixed  his  eyes  on  the  speaker,  gradu- 
ally advancing  towards  the  stand,  until  towards  the  close  of 
the   discourse  he  was  standing  near  Mr.   Bobinson's  feet, 
gazing  into  his  face,  while  streams  of  tears  ran  down  his 
tawny  cheeks.    After  sermon  he  returned  home  in  silence. 
He  appeared  to  be  in  great  agony  of  mind,  so  that  his  wife 
was  in  excessive  terror.     At  night,  instead  of  going  early  to 
bed,  as  was  his  custom,  he  walked  to  and  fro  before  his 
house  until  midnight ;  when  unable  any  longer  to  conceal 
his  distress,  he  came  into  the  house,  and  declared  that  he 
was  an  undone  sinner,  and  that  he  had  heard  that  day 
things  which  had  never  come  to  his  ears  before.     For  a  day 
or  two  this  distress  continued,  and  then  he  obtained  relief 
by  as  clear  views  of  the  Gfospel  as  he  had  previously  had  of 
the  Law.     This  profane  and  violent  man  was  become  as 
meek  as  a  lamb.     To  this  account  I  received  some  additions 
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fiom  old  Mrs.  Morton^  of  Little  Boanoke  Bridge,  wlio  said 
die  had  often  conversed  with  Mr.  Davies,  Dr.  Waddel,  Dr. 
^aiith,  and  many  other  eminent  miniBters,  but  with  none 
from  whom  she  received  so  much  edification  as  from  Austin. 
When  persons  were  in  distress  about  thmr  salvation,  it  was 
common  to  send  for  him ;  and  in  one  case  he  had  been  sum- 
moned to  go  thirty  miles  into  Lunenburg.^' 

These  journeys  of  Gospel  service  were  not  without  their 
crosses.  Mr.  Alexander  speaks  of  {teaching  at  Tomahawk 
in  Pittsylvania,  while  racked  with  toothache,  and  then  riding 
seventeen  miles  in  the  rain,  without  an  umbrella.  At  this 
time  he  had  apppointments  to  preach  almost  every  day  finr 
many  weeks.  In  some  places  the  avidity  of  the  people  to 
hear  the  Word  was  such,  that  he  speaks  of  having  preached 
^^  night  and  day  for  a  good  part  of  a  week."  He  penetrated 
into  Henry  County,  preaching  on  his  way  at  Leatherwood, 
in  the  house  where  Patrick  Henry  lived  several  years  after 
leaving  Prince  Edward.  In  his  later  years  Dr.  Alexander 
used  to  relate  with  much  animation  his  meeting,  in  this 
county,  with  several  pious  but  illiterate  Baptist  preachers,  by 
whom  he  was  very  cordially  received.  They  marvelled  at 
the  pocket  Greek  Testament  in  which  he  read,  and  invited 
him  to  a  council  of  ministers.  "  The  affair,  however,  was  not 
ready  for  the  trial,  and  Father  Anthony,  the  pastor,  went 
round  to  the  clergy  present,  offering  each  one  his  small  Bible, 
to  go  up  into  the  pulpit  and  preach ;  but  all  refused.  Upon 
which  the  old  gentleman  said,  ^  Brethren,  if  none  of  yon  will 
consent,  I  will  preach  myself,  and  my  text  shall  be  concern- 
ing that  wicked  and  slothful  servant  who  would  not  do  his 
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Loid'a  woik.  I  know  why  yon  are  all  unwilling ;  it  is  be^ 
cause  so  few  are  out.  But  I  tell  you  there  are  more  heii» 
than  you  will  be  able  to  convert.  The  best  sermon  I  ever 
preached  was  to  two  persons  ;  and  by  the  Uessing  of  God 
they  were  both  oonrerted.'  After  this  pithy  little  oondo  ad 
derumy  he  approached  one  of  them,  s^yuig?  ^  Brother  Hall, 
preach ; '  and  the  other  without  a  word  of  excuse  ascended 
the  pulpit,  and  gave  us  a  very  passable  sermon." 

The  country  into  which  his  mission  now  took  him  is  emi- 
nently picturesque.  "  Smith's  River/'  to  use  his  own  words, 
^'  rises  in  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  its  head  spring  is  very  near 
the  head  spring  of  New  River,  which  fiJls  into  the  Ohio,  as 
Smith's  does  into  the  Roanoke.  The  mountain  range  at  this 
place  sinks  low,  and  is  cultivated  on  both  sides  nearly  to  the 
top.  On  the  eastern  side  there  is  a  beautiful  cove  of  table* 
land,  where  a  number  of  mountain  streams  come  together 
and  form  Smith's  River.  The  soil  along  these  waters  is  ex- 
ceedingly fertile,  and  the  land  lying  low  and  sheltered  on  all 
sides  by  mountains,  enjoys  a  very  temperate  climate  in  winter. 
Bxcept  over  the  Blue  Ridge,  there  is  but  one  way  into  the 
settlement  which  is  practicable  for  wheels,  and  this  winds  so 
much  that  for  twelve  or  thirteen  miles  there  were  no  habita- 
tions on  the  road.  Along  this  way  I  entered  from  old  Mrs. 
Honstcm's,  where  I  had  lodged.  The  leading  man  in  this 
settlement  was  one  Squire  Pilson.  He  had  been  a  Presby- 
terian elder  for  eighteen  years,  without  knowing  any  thing 
exparimentally  of  religion,  until  Mr.  Mitchell  and  Mr.  Turner, 
from  Bedford,  made  a  preaching  visit  to  this  sequestered 
ipot.  He  was  then  remarkably  converted.  He  took  every 
11 
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opportunity  of  making  veligioiis  addresses  to  his  iMfgtJaonmf 
and  was  always  greatly  rejoiced  to  see  any  minister  anifey 
hoping  that  a  blessing  would  attend  his  labonns.  Boda  were 
rare  in  this  nook  of  the  mountains.  He  had  fidlen  upon 
Qregorfs  Legacy  to  his  Daughter,  and  invited  some  of  his 
neighbonrs  to  come  to  his  honse  and  hear  it  read.  This 
meeting  took  place  the  day  after  my  arriyal.  He  read  the 
book  thronghy  and  in  so  doing  shed  many  tears.'' 

Dr.  Alexander  was  often  heard  to  describe  the  odd  ap- 
pearanoe  of  the  women  in  this  ont-of-the-way  place.  Having 
little  intercourse  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  they  cut  their 
dresses  after  the  exact  pattern  which  their  grandmothers 
brought  with  them.  Mr.  Pilson  had  been  with  his  wagon  te 
Petersburg,  and  had  brou^t  his  dai:^hter  a  beautiful  peoe 
of  changeable  silk.  This  she  made  up  after  the  fiMhion 
afixresaid,  with  cu£b  upon  cufEs,  reaching  ahnoet  to  the 
ground,  a  stomadber  broad  at  the  top  and  tapering  down- 
ward to  a  point,  with  ribbons  crossing  each  other  yery  elabo- 
rately. 

Among  these  secluded  people  he  preached  a  number  of 
times.  But  even  here  there  were  religious  animosities,  which 
operated  as  hinderances  to  the  truth.  One  of  the  principal 
men  was  a  bigoted  opponent  of  Watts's  Psalms.  He  had 
goiOQ  to  hear  the  Reverend  William  Calhoon,  and  had  oon- 
tended  with  him  on  this  subject ;  so  that  when  the  next 
itinerant  missionary  came,*  he  would  not  go  to  hear  him. 
From  Smith's  Biver  Mr.  Alexander  went  into  FranUm 
County,  where  there  was  a  small  plaoe  of  worship,  called,  it 
is  behaved.  Wood's  Meeting-House.    But  as  he  had  now 
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tiavened  iA?tlw  oomitieB  mdliiobod  in  his  .cdmniMoQ,  imd 
as  the  Yiigiiiia  Sgrnod  was  soon  to  meet,  he  preplkted  to  go 
homewarcL  Mr.  Oalhoon,  afterwards  a  coaaQCticm  b]r  mar^ 
liage,  here  beeame  his  oompamoii.  They  crossed  the  Bltie 
fiidge  at  c»ie  of  its  lowest  passes.  The  reeotd  of  tiiese 
events  takes  notiee  of  a  moontam  spring  of  imoommon 
beauty.  "  It  boiled  np  in  the  midst  of  dear  white  sand, 
lAick  it  threw  np  in  a  jet,  and  covered  a  conmderable  drca* 
lar  space.  Hie  outlet  was  like  a  mill-tul,  and  within  less 
than  two  hundred  yards  of  the  fbuntain,  two  mills  were 
turned  hj  the  water.''  The  travellers  were  very  desirous  to 
overtake  Hr«  Matthew  Lyle^  who,  as  they  learned,  was  be- 
tffte  them ;  they  therefore  puAed  on  to  Fincastle.  Here 
they  met  with  an  experience  whieh  is  not  without  its  in- 
stmotkm. 

^'  We  put  np  at  the  pirincipid  inn,  and  the  people  apt 
paared  civil  enough,  and  the  house  was  quiet ;  but  we  were 
soarody  seated  before  a  great  company  of  g^itlefolks  arrived 
from  the  Sweet  Springa  The  house  was  soon  fhU  of  noise 
and  conlusion;  for  these  persons  affirmed  that  they  had 
tiiat  day  crossed  no  less  than  seven  mountiuns ;  they  were 
aoondingly  fetigued,  hungry,  and  out  of  hxmiour.  In  those 
days  it  was  customary  fer  the  preachers  in  Virginia  to  have 
wonhip  wherever  they  stopped  for  the  night.  On  this  occa- 
sIkhi  I  was  in  &vour  of  dispensing  with  the  service,  as  we 
ooold  hear  the  noise  and  profaneness  of  the  new-comers. 
But  Mr.  Calhocm,  always  (me  of  the  most  ccmsdenscious  men, 
inshted  that  we  should  do  our  duty,  and  inquired  of  the 
host  whether  he  would  have  uoy  objection  to  our  holding 
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fiumly  worahip  with  him  and  his  gaests.  Bat  no  sooner ' 
it  mentioned  to  the  yisitoni  than  the  whole  house  was  in 
uproar  ;  some  calling  for  candles,  and  some  ft>r  slippers,  till 
the  whole  of  a  large  company  of  gentlemen  scampered  oS  to 
hed,  to  escape  the  infliction  of  a  prayer.  The  tayem-keeper, 
however,  brought  in  his  wife,  and  Mr.  Calhoon,  who  offi- 
ciated, vociferated  so  loudly,  that  no  one  in  any  part  of  the 
building,  or  of  the  neighbouring  houses,  could  &il  to  hear 
him.  I  felt  uncomfortable,  and  was  led  to  think  that  this 
method  of  forcing  prayers  on  irreligious  people  could  do  no 
good." 

The  analogy  of  the  subject  leads  us  here  to  introduce  a 
couple  of  anecdotes,  which  he  used  to  tell  with  much  enjoy- 
ment ;  we  are  able  to  give  almost  his  very  words,  but  the 
manner  of  his  narrative  must  be  supplied  by  those  who  re- 
member the  humorous  vivacity  of  his  manner.  ^'In  tra- 
velling to  the  north,"  said  he,  ^^I  lodged  in  a  large  and 
pleasant  public-house  at  Elkton.  There  was  no  company, 
and  the  host  appeared  serious  and  intelligent.  We  con- 
versed all  the  evening  on  the  subject  of  religion.  I  did  not 
tell  him  that  I  was  a  clergyman,  but  supposed  that  he  would 
infer  it.  When  it  drew  near  bed-time,  I  said  to  him,  in  as 
gentle  a  manner  as  possible,  'Have  you  any  objection  to 
having  prayers  in  your  house  ? '  He  was  much  confused, 
and  after  stammering  a  little,  replied, '  You  must  excuse 
me — you  must  excuse  me ;  I  live  here  in  a  public  way — but 
I  hope  I  do  not  foiget  the  proper  reflections  when  I  lie  down 
at  night.^  I  was  astonished,  both  at  his  refusal  and  his 
reasons ;  and  it  was  not  until  I  was  in  bed  that  the  true 
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stole  of  the  omo  flashed  upon  my  mmd.  BecaUiiig  the  form 
of  117  requeet,  I  perceiyed  that  he  thought  I  was  askiiig  him 
to  officiate  in  fiunily  worahip.  When  I  went  to  the  bar  to 
pay  my  recla>ning,  he  was  reserved  and  distant ;  no  donbt 
thinking  md  an  impudent  fellow,  who  wanted  to  set  him 
a-piaying  in  his  own  tavenx'' 

The  other  stoiy  is  a  kindred  one.  '^  Once  when  £  was 
going/'  said  he,  ^'from  the  Northern  Neck  to  Richmond, 
the  son  went  down  as  I  approached  a  tavern  well  known  as 
the  Piping  Tree.  Finding  no  company,  and  seeing  many 
servants  about  the  house,  I  felt  it  to  be  a  duty  to  ask  the 
privil^;e  of  praying  in  the  &mily.  The  innkeeper  was 
quite  an  old  man,  of  hoary  head,  and  yet  as  thoughtless  of 
religion  as  a  child.  He  said  he  belonged  to  the  old  English 
church ;  but  that  it  had  now  gone  down.  He  spoke  of 
abundance  of  Baptists  and  Methodists  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ;  and  against  the  latter  his  feelings  were  much  aroused. 
I  requested  him  to  call  in  his  femily,  saying  I  should  like  to 
pny  with  them.  ^  Bless  you,'  said  he,  '  I  have  no  femily ; 
I  have  had  the  mirfortune  to  have  two  wives,  and  have  lost 
them  both.'  I  replied  that  there  were  numerous  servants, 
and  that  their  souls  were  precious.  ^To  be  sure — ^to  be 
sore  1 '  said  he,  and  began  to  call  in  one  and  another,  so  that 
the  room  was  soon  pretty  well  filled.  I  said  something  to 
them,  and  offered  a  prayer.  A  large,  fine-looking  black 
man  remained  to  take  my  boots  and  show  me  to  bed.  But 
befinne  we  left  the  room  my  host  approached  the  negro  with 
a  threatening  countenance,  and  began  to  berate  him  fiir 
being  a  Methodist.    ^  There,'  said  he,  ^  there  noVs  a  prayer 
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foft  yoot  "Did,  Jim  eyior  httr  a  MBlhodigt  make  a  piajnr 
Iflro  that  ?  No^  yoa  bla^  fxd,  yon  never  did— 70a  Berer 
did.'  I  was  leaUj  afraid  he  would  mal»  an  aaaanU  <m  my 
poor  atteadaBty  who  howeyer  got  off  with  me  to  my  cham- 
ber, where  I  talked  with  him,  and  fomid  him  to*  all  abear- 
ance an  hmnble,  pious  man/' 

Betaming  to  our  narmtiYe  we  have  to  leoprd,  that  the 
next  dayihey  joined  Mr.  Lyle,  and  weut  to  the  houae  of  the 
Bev.  JBd^wd  Ciawtod,  the  only  Vm^jtmm  rnm^t  ja 
Botetourt  County.  He  waa  a  natiire  of  the  YaOey,  and  a 
graduate  of  Princeton,  in  the  year  1775.  Thence  thcfy  went 
to  the  Paetores,  to  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supple,  in 
the  church  of  the  Bev.  John  Montg<»nery.  This  good  man 
had  a  gift  of  pleasing  eloquence,  and  was  settiiod  in;  a  field 
of  much  extent,  where,  however,  he  seems  to  haiw  had  small 
snecesB.  This  was  the  last  stage  of  our  young  mis^onary 
before  readung  bis  native  place,  where  he  airived  with 
greatly  improved  health,  after  a  tour  of  six  mimths,  in 
which  he  had  visited  the  counties  of  Amherst,  Bockingham, 
Prince  Edward,  Charlotte,  Lunaobuxg,  Nottoway,  Amelia, 
Dinwiddie,  Prince  Qeoige,  Meoklenbuig,  Halifax,  Fitti^lva* 
nia,  Patrick,  Henry,  Franklin,  and  Botetourt,  in  Yii^gimay 
and  of  Granville,  Wake,  and  scxne  irih&!»  in  North  Carolina. 
After  making  his  report  to  the  CommJRsion  of  Synod,  he 
iraus  directed  to  return  at  once  to  Lunenbu^  and  Nottoway, 
with  pennissHDn  to  q^end  a  few  weeks  in  Prince  Edwaxd* 
On  arriving  in  Nottoway  he  found  the  af^^eaianoes  less 
frvourable  than  on  the  previous  visit.  Afkw  passing  a  few 
weeks  there,  ha  thraefore  p9X)oeeded  again  akmig  hji  fonner 
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tm^  mtix  e^reate  y&y  moSkuc  to  those  wUdi  have  been 
ledted. 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  the  Bev.  Joh&  Blair 
Smith  had  accepted  a  call  to  Philadelphia.  Upon  this  the 
coogr^gations  of  Briery  and  Cnmbeiiand,  togeUier  with  the 
Trustees  df  Bampden  Sidney  College,  invited  Mr.  Graham 
to  take  cha^  of  both  the  coll^  and  churches.  The  call 
was  unsoeceasfidy  and  the  attention  of  the  people  was  at 
onoe  tioned  to  Mr.  Alexander.  All  the  Presbyterian  cc^ 
gregtttioBS  in  that  part  of  the  connty  were  vacant,  namely, 
Cumberland,  including  the  College,  Briery,  Buffido,  and  Cub 
Creeky  inebiding  Chariotte  Court  House.  Mr.  Lacy  was  a 
r^gnlaar  supply  for  the  two  first  named.  After  cdumhatiom 
it  was  determined  that  all  these  churches  should  unite  in 
oalling  two  ministers,  who  diould  serve  them  in  rotation. 
The  number  of  preaching  j^acea  was  six,  and  the  persons 
des^epoated  were  Mr.  Lacy  and  Mr.  Alexander,  who  both 
signified  thdr  acceptance.  They  immediately  entered  on 
their  laborious  circuit,  the  field  being  not  less  than  sixty 
miles  in  loigdi  and  thirty  in  breadth,  distances  which  they 
weee  to  traverse  on  horseback. 

Although  Mr.  Alexander  was  induced  to  take  a  pastoral 
diaj^  so  early,  from  a  desire  to  pursue  theological  study,  he 
nowfeund  that  he  must  spend  most  of  his  days  in  the  saddle. 
The  {dan  was  moreover  found  to  be  unsatis&ctory  to  the 
people,  who  were  too  £ur  removed  from  their  pastors.  It 
was  th^elbre  agreed  that  a  division  of  the  parochial  diocese 
should  take  place ;  in  pursuance  of  which,  Mr.  Alexander 
leesived  ft>r.  his  share  the  chnrohes  of  Briery  and  Cub  Creek. 
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His  residence  was  in  the  oonnty  of  Cbadoittey  at  the  house 
of  Major  Edmund  Bead.  And  by  a  remarkable  coinddence, 
one  of  his  sons,  when  first  settled  in  the  ministry,  dwelt  in 
the  same  house  thirty  years  afterwaids,  and  enjoyed  the 
hospitality  of  the  same  Christian  lady,  Panlina  LeGrand, 
Ibnnerly  Mrs.  Bead.  Here,  at  the  mansion  still  known  as  Be- 
tirement,  about  two  miles  from  the  Court  House,  Mr.  Alexan- 
der resided  three  6r  four  years.  The  lofty  oaks  under  which  he 
walked  and  sat  still  remain,  among  the  noMest  of  thdr  kind, 
and  when  we  last  saw  the  place,  a  small  separate  house 
used  by  him  as  a  study,  was  yet  standing. 

Mrs.  Bead,  afterwards  Mrs.  LeGrand,  was  widely  known 
and  honoured  among  Christians  of  every  name  in  Yiiginia. 
It  is  probable  that  no  house  in  the  land  erer  opened  its 
doors  to  more  ministers  of  the  GK)speL  A  whole  Ihresbytery 
was  sometimes  sheltered  under  her  roof.  Her  wealth  was 
largely  dispensed  in  acts  of  charity.  Though  of  a  desponding 
turn  as  to  her  own  spiritual  state,  she  was  perpetually  occu- 
pied with  religious  thoughts  and  employments,  and  was  a 
devoted  hearer  of  the  word.  Having  been  recently  brought 
to  the  knowledge  of  evangelical  truth,  she  was  at  this  time 
iull  of  zeal,  and  unwearied  in  her  endeavours  to  second  all 
Gk)spel  labours.  Her  recollections  of  Mr.  Alexander  and  his 
youthful  ministry  were  lively  and  affisctionate.  ^e  loved  id 
expatiate  on  his  ardent  piety  and  acceptable  preaching. 
From  her  representations,  it  would  appear  that  at  this  period 
of  his  life,  he  was  burning  with  desire  to  save  the  souls  of 
men,  and  frequent  in  his  personal  addresses  to  all  who  were 
aociBSsible  on  this  all-important  subject.  While  in  her  bouses 
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ke  redeemed  maoh  time  for  stndy^  and  though  his  disoourses 
were  extemporaneous,  he  sometimes  wrote  them  out  with 
much  care  after  delivery.  We  have  seen  in  the  hands  <d 
Mrs.  LeQrand^  a  manuscript  volume  containing  nine  sermons^ 
dius  written  in  a  £sur  and  beautiful  hand.  They  were  re- 
,  markaUe  for  the  same  simple  perspicuity  which  characterized 
whatever  proceeded  fiom  his  pen.  This  volume,  after  soma 
rfbrt,  we  have  not  been  able  to  recover,  though  we  have  a 
few  scattered  discourses  of  the  same  period.  The  date  of 
Us  (»dination  and  installation  was  May  5, 1795. 

Some  of  the  anxieties  of  a  young  pastor,  overburdened 
by  the  greatness  of  an  unaccustomed  charge,  may  be  dis- 
covered in  the  following  narrative.  ''  As  the  chief  reason 
for  the  division  just  mentioned  was  the  desire  expressed 
by  many,  that  they  might  have  pastoral  visits,  and  an 
^ypcrtunity  of  knowing  ikdr  minister,  I  determined  to  b^in 
a  regular  course  of  this  kind.  I  accordingly  went  to  OoL 
Ghailes  Allen,  the  elder  who  lived  furthest  east,  and  gained 
hiB  consent  to  go  with  me  through  that  section  of  the  congre- 
gaticm,  beginning  with  old  Mr.  Bedd's,  on  Bush  River,  as 
the  remotest  house.  We  arrived  pretty  early  in  the  day. 
The  dd  gentl^nan  was  out  in  a  distant  part  of  his  estate, 
where  the  hands  were  diearing  ground,  but  was  sent  for  by 
his  wife.  Although  we  told  her  that  we  came  not  to  dine, 
she  gave  no  heed,  but  set  all  around  her  in  motion  to  pre- 
pare viands.  The  chickens  were  chased  in  all  directions,  fires 
were  kindled,  closets  were  searched,  and  I  soon  found  that 
we  should  scarcely  be  able  to  get  away.  After  some  time, 
the  dd  gentleman  came  in  ;  but  b^ore  he  oould  be  seen  he 
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nmflt  shave  bis  beaid  and  put  o^  some  dean  clothes.  We 
now  repeated  our  widi  to  see  the  fiunOy  collected,  but  the 
mistress  and  her  maids  were  now  in  the  act  of  preparing  a 
fat  turkey  for  the  spit,  For  hours  we  had  none  to  converse 
with  but  the  master  of  the  house,  and  convorsatippi  with 
this  old  tobacco  planter  was  not  easy.  He  seemed  like  one 
Sitting  on  nettles.  I  informed  him  of  the  olgect  of  our 
visit. — *  Very  good, — ^Veiy  ^iad  to  see  the  parscm. — Live  so 
ftr  ftom  church  that  I  can  seldom  get  thei:e/  At  length  he 
thought  he  would  use  his  privily  of  asking  a  question. 
And  that  which  he  propounded  was  about  the  meaning  of 
that  passage,  where  it  is  said  that  seven  w(»nea  should  take 
hold  of  one  man.  I  was  obliged  to  tdl  him  that  I  did  not 
know,  intimating  that  the  knowledge  of  this  was  not  essen- 
tial to  salvation.  ^  Yeiy  tru^'  saidhe;  ^but  Ihave  though 
it  might  refer  to  our  times,  when  so  many  men  bave  been 
killed  in  the  French  Bevolution,  uid  in  the  consequent 
wais.'  Late  in  the  day  the  table  was  spread  with  an  enor- 
mous dinner.  By  the  time  this  was  oonduded,  a  thuoder- 
stonn  burst  over  us,  and  detained  us  until  near  sunset. 
Thus  a  whole  day  was  wasted  in  visiting  one  fiunily,  and  that 
without  the  least  benefit.  I  found  that  among  a  people  so 
widely  scattered,  and  unaccustomed  to  such  a  thing,  so 
progress  could  be  made  in  tiiis  way.  I  adopted  the  method 
o£  preaching  in  different  parts  of  the  bounds,  in  private 
houses.  But  here  a  mischievous  custom  existed.  After 
wcmhip  was  over,  as  many  as  thirty  pefsons  would  some- 
times stay  to  dine.  This  was  by  invitation  of  the  fiunily, 
and  to  some  must  have  been  a  heavy  tax.     Bnt  the  old 
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yirgfEomk  mvier  cowt  the  oost  of  dinnflmiy  ot»  wboi  they 
gi^e  y^  little  for  the  0iq[»port  of  the  QoiqpeL" 

The  hahitft  of  ppeMhiog  which  moiked  the  whole  mini** 
tccbl  life  of  Dn  Alexander  weore  Ibnned  dming  thiB  period ; 
ud  he  may  be  ocnisidered  the  bert  witneis  as  to  his  own 
methods.  ^  While  ^ineiatiiig/'  says  he,  ^^I  studied  my 
fermoDS  in  my  mind ;  and  seldom  proaohed  widiont  intense 
application  of  my  thon^^te  to  the  mbjeot  beforehand.  Texts 
di  Boiq^tnre  would  often  ofoa  to  my  Tiew,  and  these  I  would 
seise  v^aa  for  diseonrses.  The  neoessity  of  thus  composing 
in  tibe  ^TKiing  and  mommg  whero  I  lodged,  or  as  I  lode 
alow  the  way,  proved  a  good  discipline,  as  it  accustomed 
me  to  dose  thiuking  and  to  gang  orer  and  over  the  same 
tmn  of  thought.  I  was,  however,  oflen  greatly  disappointed 
and  mortified ;  ffx  when  I  had  great  freedom  in  premeditation 
X  natmaBy  ei3)ected  the  same  in  preaching.  But  this  was 
sofoetimes  &r  from  being  the  case.  On  some  occanons  4i 
text  would  strike  my  mind  shortly  befim  speaking,  accom- 
panied with  &  strong  avenion  to  the  subject  proposed  I 
eommonly  ventured  on  the  new  topic,  and  in  such  cases 
afanoat  ahrays  had  better  success  than  usual  Not  unfre- 
qufiotfy,  wU3b  I  was  preaching,  my  subject  would  preset 
itself  in  new  lights,  mudi  more  fevouiable  than  preoedii^ 
ones^  so  that  I  have  often  changed  my  whcde  plan  of  treat- 
ment Though  the  thought  was  often  sc^^ested  to  me, 
^tiiatis  v^  good,'  yet  when  I  was  done  I  was  greatly  hum- 
bled, and  sometimes  so  discouraged  as  to  feel  as  if  I  could 
neier  venture  into  the  pulpit  again.  I  have  ocmmionly  felt 
that  the  people  who  admired  my  ftetdASng  were  deceived.'' 
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Froni  following  a  premeditated  train  of  thotigbt,  he  ML 
into  a  habit  of  fixing  his  eyes  on  the  floor,  which  was  a 
great  hihderance.  In  later  years  no  man  could  be  more  free 
from  any  such  fault  ^  as  all  his  hearers  will  remember  the 
piercing  look  with  which  he  was  accustomed  to  single  out 
individuals  in  the  congregation.  In  reference  to  this  early 
period,  he  describes  his  own  preaching  as  occupied  much  with 
Ohristian  experience.  When  his  text  was  figurative,  he 
usually  carried  the  imagery  through  the  whole  discourse. 
He  allowed  himself  a  license  of  accommodation  which  his 
later  judgment  disapproved.  The  parables  were  &vourite 
themes.  The  excessive  rapidity  of  his  utterance  sometimes 
exhausted  his  natural  fervour  before  he  had  arrived  at  the 
api^ication.  But  while  he  speaks  thus  humbly  at  his  own 
performances,  it  is  certain  from  the  testimony  of  others,  that 
his  popularity  was  unbounded,  and  that  he  already  ranked 
in  public  estimation  among  the  first  preachers  in  the  country. 

In  his  manuscript  record  he  turns  aside  from  time  to 
time  to  speak  of  his  private  friends,  some  of  whom  weve 
eminent  in  the  church.  Among  these  a  place  is  justly  given 
to  the  Bev.  Samuel  Brown,  who  was  now  one  of  his  foUow- 
labourers.  Mr.  Brown  was  a  native  of  Bedford,  and  a  sub- 
ject of  the  revival  already  mentioned.  ^^He  began  his 
classical  course  after  he  was  grown,  and  was  hurried  in  his 
studies.  But  his  original  mind  was  constantly  employed  in 
thinking  out  difficult  points  in  thedogy;  so  that  by  the 
time  he  was  through  his  course  he  was  in  many  respects  a 
profound  theologian.  His  religion  was  of  the  best  kind ; 
deep,  lively,  and  Scriptural    He  became  eariy  attached  id 
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the  writings  of  President  Edwards ;  mid  tiiisboth  enoonraged 
and  directed  him  in  his  investigations.  Indeed  he  always  ap- 
peared to  me  to  have  a  mind  much  like  that  of  Edwards ;  not 
remarkable  for  quickness,  bat  profound  and  sure,  and  free 
frcmi  the  aberrations  to  which  men  ol  greater  yivacity  are 
subject.  Whatever  he  read  seemed  to  be  merely  the  ooca- 
fflon  of  opening  new  trains  of  thought  to  his  own  mind. 
He  possessed  great  ardour  and  generosity,  and  was  suscepti- 
ble of  the  strongest  attachments  of  friendship ;  indeed  aU 
his  a£G3ctions  were  of  uncommon  vigour.  If  he  had  possessed 
advantages  of  person  and  voice,  he  would  have  exceeded  as 
a  preacher  all  that  I  ever  heard.  Though  he  had  a  fine  eye,  < 
deeply  sunk  in  its  orbit,  and  much  benignity  of  countenance, 
his  hce  was  plain,  with  a  slight  distortion  of  the  mouth,  and 
a  certain  efflorescence  over  the  cheek  bones  which  was  un*- 
aghtly.  Nevertheless  he  was  a  clear,  original,  powerful  and 
often  eloquent  preacher.  Even  his  voice  became  forcible  and 
penetrating,  when  toned  by  strong  feeling ;  and  he  succeeded 
in  conmmnicating  to  his  hearers  the  elevation  of  his  senti- 
ments and  the  benevdence  of  his  feelings.  Sometimes,  in- 
deed, when  his  mind  was  not  roused,  his  preaching  was  indif- 
fer^it ;  but  on  occasions  which  called  forth  his  powers,  or 
when  his  pious  feelings  were  in  lively  exercise,  his  perform- 
ances were  certainly  among  the  best  I  ever  heard.  He 
excelled  in  apt  illustration,  and  was  thus  able  to  render 
abstract  truth  plain  to  men  of  common  minds. 

''Mr.  Brown  accepted  a  call  to  the  church  of  New 
Providence,  west  of  the  Blue  Bidge.  He  had  a  turn  for 
business,  both  mechanical  and  agricultural,  and  finding  his 
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tuoSLj  incrmaidg  aiocmi  Um  hederioted  Imnself  vftfa  math 
ardour  to  secular  punmits ;  so  that  for  some  years  Usim- 
proyement  was  not  equal  to  whi^  might  have  been  expected 
from  his  talents.  As  &r  as  is  known  to  me  he  never  pub- 
lidied  any  thing.  His  most  elaborate  trains  of  thought 
were  studied  without  a  word  being  committed  to  paper. 
Mr.  Brown  felt  a  deep  mterest  in  all  that  related  to  the 
wel&re  of  his  country^  and  therefore,  without  being  a  poEti- 
oian,  entered  warmly  into  thoe6  views  which  he  believed  to 
be  dictated  by  sound  p<dicy.  He  patronized  with  zeal  the 
OoUege  of  Wadnngton,  of  which  he  was  a  trustee  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

^'The  dose  of  this  good  man's  lift  was  somewhat 
remarkable.  He  had  sold  the  fium  on  which  he  first  set- 
tied,  and  bought  another,  larger  and  better  situated,  on 
wfaidi  he  was  engaged  in  erecting  a  commodious  dwelling- 
housa  As  he  was  dextrous  in  'the  use  of  tools,  he  often  put 
to  his  hand  to  help  forward  the  work.  One  day,  some  ex- 
ertion being  required  to  remove  some  timbers,  he  turned 
in,  and  while  thus  engaged  suddenly  complained  of  being 
sick,  sunk  down,  and  expired  in  a  few  minutes,  in  the 
very  prime  of  life.  His  successor,  the  Bev.  Mr.  Morrison, 
married  his  only  dai:^hter.  Five  of  his  sons  are  now  minis- 
ters of  the  Gk)spel,  and  the  sixth  has  received  a  liberal 
education,  and  is  I  believe  a  communicant  in  the  church." 

The  cpnnection  of  Mr.  Al^cander  wi1&  a  number  of  con- 
gregations, sometimes  as  a  temporary  supply  and  sometimes 
as  pastor,  leads  to  so  much  confusion,  that  we  prefer  to 
throw  together  the  several  dates,  as  collected  by  the  Bev. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


HOunKm  VHi  smAMMat.  ITS 

Dr.  Foote.  It  appears,  then,  that  he  presented  hie  testiiiKK 
niak  to  <^  Pnebjrteiy  €i  Hanover,  November  3, 1798,  al 
idiioh  time  he  received  calls  to  become  collegiate  pastor  with 
lb.  Lacy  of  Oombeiland,  Briery,  BuflUo  and  Cub  Greek  ; 
which  calls  he  did  not  accept.  On  October  22,  1794,  hd  re^ 
oeived  calls  from  Cub  Creek  and  Briery.  He  was  ordained 
at  Briery,  November  7,  1794,  and  was  dismissed  fix)m  Oob 
CieA,  April  11,  1797,  and  ftom  Briery  November  16, 17^ 
He  was  reported  President  in  May  1799. 

Bring  now  established  in  a  diaige,  it  was  natural  fer  him 
to  desire  that  some  of  his  early  associates  dboald  be  near 
him.  After  a  disappointment  in  regard  to  Mr.  Brown's  set- 
tliBg  in  MecUenborg,  he  turned  his  attention  to  Mr. 
Matthew  Houston,  as  a  friend  remarkable  for  his  free  and 
pleasant  temper.  Houston  had  been  a  student  at  the 
Liberty  Hall  Academy.  He  was  frequently  under  rdigious 
ooncem,  and  amidst  impressions  received  during  the  revival 
made  a  profession  of  his  £sdth,  though  without  pungent 
convictions  or  any  strongly  marked  exerdses.  He  had  a 
vein  aC  vnt,  and  fell  into  levities  which  attracted  attention. 
With  moderate  talents,  but  warm  feelings,,  he  spoke  with 
fluency  and  acceptance.  Houston  received  an  appointment 
to  be  a  missionary  fer  six  months  in  Mecklenburg.  But  his 
frivolity  alienated  the  mem  serious  of  his  people,  and  his 
animated  and  diallow  preaching  had  little  effect.  He  re- 
moved to  Kentucky,  where  he  became  popular.  About  the 
year  1800,  a  great  awakening  spread  like  wildfire  throu^ 
Kentucky,  and  Houston  being  a  combustible  matmal  was 
socm  ignited.     His  mind  became  bewildered  and  deeply  in- 
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feoied  with  the  {myalent  rathiudaam  ;  until,  in  1801,  he 
and  his  wife  and  a  number  of  his  people  were  so  iofBttuated  as 
to  join  the  people  called  Shakers.  Both  church  and  congre- 
gaticm  were  hereby  broken  up.  At  first  a  society  of  these 
fitnatics  was  formed  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  ;  but 
they  all  soon  removed  to  Ohio,  where  for  many  years  he  was 
the  presiding  elder  at  Lebanon.  When  he  was  just  seventy 
years  of  age,  he  sent  to  Dr.  Alexander,  then  of  Princeton,  a 
copy  of  the  Shaker  Testimony,  accompanied  with  a  short 
note,  in  which  he  declared  that  since  uniting  with  this 
people,  he  had  enjoyed  uninteirupted  happiness.  Of  his 
subsequent  history  nothing  is  known. 

In  the  occasional  retirement  of  his  rural  study,  the 
young  pastor  endeavoured  to  make  up  f<Hr  lost  hours.  Most 
of  the  books  which  he  had  read  up  to  this  time,  were  either 
borrowed  or  picked  up  at  the  places  where  he  lodged ;  but 
their  rarity  led  him  to  devour  rather  than  to  peruse  them. 
Sometimes  he  found  in  unexpected  places  scarce  volumes, 
which  he  continued  to  read  while  he  was  in  those  neighbour- 
hoods. This  pursuit  of  knowledge  under  difficulties  left  its 
maik  on  his  mind.  We  remember  to  have  heard  him  recite 
events  from  the  History  of  the  Arabians,  which  he  had  not 
opened  for  sixty  years.  At  the  house  of  an  old  (German  on 
James  Biver,  he  first  met  with  StiUingfleefs  Irenicum, 
which  he  read  with  great  avidity,  and  with  a  valuable  acces- 
sion to  his  knowledge  on  controverted  points  in  church 
poUty.  The  main  principles  of  that  work  he  retained  through 
life  as  his  own ;  though  the  distinguished  author  is  said  to 
have  abandoned  them.     Though  he 'preached  in  three  large 
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OQimtieB^  he  continued  to  ledeem  some  time  for  study,  and 
laid  out  a  small  sum  for  books.  Among  these  early  pur- 
chases,  he  mentions  the  works  of  Beid  and  Stewart,  so  &r 
as  then  published. 

He  was  further  stimulated  to  laborious  investigation  by  the 
alarming  prevalence  of  infidelity  in  his  native  State.  Paine's 
Age  of  Season  was  widely  circulated  and  much  read  by  the 
young  men  of  the  country.  ^^  Indeed/'  says  he,  '^  most  of 
our  educated  and  professional  young  men  became  Deists,  or 
worse.  Young  lawyers  openly  reviled  religion,  and  boldly 
attacked  its  serious  professors.  Many  of  those  who  enter- 
tained such  opinions  occasionally  attended  public  worship  ; 
and  in  these  circumstances  it  was  needful  to  study  the  evi- 
dences of  Christianity  with  care.  My  mind  was  so  occupied 
with  the  sulgect,  that  I  often  preached  on  it.  My  trial- 
sermon  for  ordination  was  entirely  on  this  topic ;  the  text 
being  John  xvii  17,  *  Thy  Word  is  Truth.'  I  also  undertook 
an  answer  to  Paine ;  but  his  Second  Part  was  soon  pub- 
lished, and  then  Watson's  Apology,  which  I  considered  &r 
better  than  any  thing  I  could  produce.  Murray's  Evidences 
^qpeared  to  me  popular  and  convincing ;  but  I  have  since 
never  seen  a  copy." 

^*  It  was  perhaps  an  advantage  to  me  that  my  collection 
of  books  was  small,  and  that  my  attention  was  devoted  to 
few  subjects.  On  a  copy  of  the  British  Encyclopedia  I  seized 
with  much  avidity,  and  thus  learned  something  about  the 
pogress  of  the  Sciences.  My  thirst  for  knowledge  was  always 
great,  and  its  pursuit  was  never  a  weariness  to  me."  It 
is  not  improper  to  add,  that  throughout  his  whde  life  he 

18 
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retained  a  lively  interest  in  mathematical  and  physical  in- 
vestigation ;  delighting  in  the  severe  methods  of  the  old 
geometry,  and  keeping  himself  acquainted  with  the  course 
of  discovery  to  an  extent  which  was  surprising  to  all  around 
him. 

As  these  pages,  if  read  at  all,  will  be  read  by  persons 
living  in  the  very  region  where  the  scenes  here  described  are 
laid,  we  have  thought  it  expedient  to  introduce  notices  of 
fiunilies  and  individuals  who  were  active  in  the  promoticm 
of  religion,  and  who  '^  addicted  themselves  unto  the  ministry 
of  the  saints/'  Among  other  good  results  it  will  serve  to 
show  how  extensively  the  blessings  of  grace  continued  to 
descend  in  the  lineage  of  the  righteous.  The  large  and 
Christian  connection  of  the  Yenables  has  been  already  men- 
tioned. To  these  we  must  now  add  the  Aliens.  They  lived 
chiefly  in  Cumberland,  but  also  in  Prince  Edward,  and  many 
of  them  were  parishioners  of  Mr.  Alexander.  The  root  from 
which  they  all  proceeded  was  (like  various  eminent  persons 
named  in  our  memoir)  a  member  of  Mr.  Davies's  church  in 
Hanover,  and  was  converted,  it  is  thought,  under  the  mis- 
sionary labours  of  Whitefield.  Mr.  Alexander  heard  frtnn 
an  eye-witness  that  while  Whitefield  was  preaching,  Mr. 
Allen  fell  at  Ml  length,  as  suddenly  as  if  shot  through  the 
heart,  and  lay  for  the  remainder  of  the  evening  as  one  dead. 
He  had  fi)ur  sons.  '^  James,  the  eldest,"'  says  the  manuscript, 
^^  was  one  of  the  most  venerable  men  I  ever  saw.  When  I 
came  to  the  country  he  was  above  seventy  years  of  age,  and 
lived  alone.  He  was  more  than  six  feet  in  height,  slender 
and  pale,  but  of  benignant  coilntenance,  and  with  hair  white 
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88  fltnow.  The  most  of  his  time  he  spent  over  a  large  &mily 
Bible^  which  lay  open  before  him  on  a  small  table,  and 
which  he  often  moistened  with  his  tears.  His  son^  also 
named  James,  was^  before  his  conversion,  irascible  in  the  ex- 
treme, and  often  engaged  in  broils,  being  of'  great  mnscnlar 
power.  On  one  occasion  he  came  home  in  a  rage,  threaten- 
ing to  flog  a  man  who  had  said  that  his  &ther  was  an  old 
hypocrite.  But  the  father  said  meekly,  ^  Jemmy,  my  son, 
be  not  angry  aboat  it ;  for  I  assure  you  it  is  the  very  thing 
I  have  been  suspecting  of  myself  for  twenty  years.'  Besides 
James,  he  had  two  sons,  Benjamin  and  Charles,  who  were 
elders  in  the  Cumberland  church,  while  I  was  minister  there, 
as  was  also  their  uncle  Benjamin  Allen.  His  brother  Daniel 
was  the  father  of  the  Bey.  Cary  Allen.  James  Allen,  the 
younger,  died  by  the  slow  torture  of  a  cancer,  which  began 
in  the  middle  of  the  lower  lip.  But  though  naturally  a 
man  of  strong  passions  and  unquiet  temper,  he  was  now  as 
patient  as  a  lamb,  and  edified  all  who  came  to  see  him  by 
his  heavenly  conversation." 

The  particulars  which  he  gives  of  the  Morton  femily 
afford  glimpses  of  a  state  of  society  now  existing  only  on  the 
fix)ntiers.  The  founder  of  this  family,  called  Little  Joe,  to 
distinguish  him  firom  another  of  the  same  name,  was  a  bold 
and  enterprising  pioneer,  a  staunch  hunter,  and  employed 
by  the  Bandolphs  and  others  in  exploring  the  country  not 
yet  inhabited,  in  order  that  they  might  lay  their  warrants 
on  the  good  lands  and  have  them  surveyed.  ^^  I  believe  that 
all  the  fine  lands  on  Staunton  Biver  were  first  discovered  by 
him.''     He  was    skilful    in  catching  wild    horses,   which 
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abounded  in  the  unsettled  parts  of  the  country.  They  were 
commonly  taken  in  pens,  into  which  they  were  decoyed ;  and 
several  streams  in  that  r^on  have  hence  derived  the  name 
of  Horaepen, 

Joseph  Morton,  with  a  young  wife,  built  a  1(^  cabin  near 
Little  Roanoke  Bridge.  Mrs.  Morton,  when  an  aged  widow, 
informed  Mr.  Alexander  that  for  several  years  she  had  not  a 
neighbour  nearer  than  thirty  miles,  and  that  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  her  husband  was  absent,  and  Aie 
Mid  her  young  children  were  alone  in  the  forest.  Such  was 
Morton's  knowledge  of  woodcraft,  that  he  could  pursue  a 
horse  for  any  distance  by  means  of  his  tracks,  and  this  even 
if  the  road  was  crossed  by  thousands  of  other  tracks.  On 
one  occasion  he  was  sent  for  to  follow  a  horse-thief,  which  he 
did  for  more  than  a  hundred  miles,  and  with  success, 
although  the  fugitive  had  taken  all  imaginable  means  of 
concealing  his  course.  This  account  was  given  by  his  son, 
Col.  William  Morton,  a  man  of  undoubted  veracity.  Joseph 
Morton  left  his  sons  possessed  of  good  estates. 

^^  His  character  was  remarkable  in  several  recqpects.  He 
possessed  a  most  unshaken  firmness,  and  rigidly  adhered  to 
what  appeared  to  him  to  be  duty.  He  was  brought  up  an 
Episcopalian ;  but  the  Bev.  Mr.  Davies,  in  one  of  his 
preaching  tours,  was  taken  to  his  house  by  John  Morton,  a 
young  cousin.  Being  a  rigid  Churchman  he  was  reluctant 
to  consent,  but  after  some  consultation  with  his  wife,  he 
agreed  that  the  newlight  preacher  should  come.  Mr.  Davies, 
by  the  dignity  and  suavity  of  his  manners,  made  such  an 
impression  on  both,  that  when  he  departed  they  accompanied 
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him  to  Cnmberland,  to  the  administration  of  the  sacrament. 
His  wife  had  become  deeply  concerned  fix)m  the  first  evening, 
and  was  anxious  about  partaking  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  But 
she  was  afraid  her  husband  would  not  agree  to  it.  She  how- 
ever broke  the  matter  to  him  on  Sunday  morning.  Though 
surprised,  he  told  her  to  do  as  she  thought  proper.  In  the 
intermission  after  the  ^action  sermon/  he  called  out  Mr. 
Davies,  and  told  him  he  wished  to  join  in  communicm  with 
the  church.  Mr.  Davies,  after  a  little  conversation,  gave 
him  a  tc^en  of  admission^  and  the  husband  and  wife  went 
together  to  the  Lord's  Table.  From  this  pair  sprang  a  large 
Presbyterian  population,  spread  &r  and  wide  through  Prince 
Edward  and  Charlotte  counties.  Not  long  after,  he  and  a 
number  of  others  united  in  building  a  house  of  worship  at 
Briery ;  and  in  a  short  time  they  obtained  one  half  the 
labours  of  the  Rev.  Bobert  Henry.  When  there  was  no 
sermon,  Mr.  Morton  r^ularly  attended,  read  a  discourse,  and 
catediised  the  children.  So  consistent  was  his  character, 
and  so  beneficial  his  influence,  that  he  was  a  blessing  to  the 
whole  community  in  which  he  lived.  As  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  he  exerted  a  salutary  influence  in  suppressing  pro- 
fimeness  and  other  immorality.  Being  visited  by  one  of  his 
wealthy  correspondents  fix>m  below,  who  was  exceedingly 
profone,  Morton  gave  him  warning,  that  as  a  magistrate  he 
was  bound  to  put  into  execution  the  law  against  swearing. 
The  other  disregarded  his  threats,  and  was  fined  accordingly. 
I  never  saw  him,  but  I  have  been  in  no  neighbourhood  where 
any  man  had  left  on  the  minds  of  aU  a  stronger  impression 
of  his  int^rity  and  piety.     Mrs.  Morton  lived  to  the  age  of 
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ninety-two,  and  died  some  time  after  I  web  settled  in  CSiar- 
lotte.  She  was  a  very  pious  woman,  whose  honse  was  always 
open  for  ministers  and  religious  people,  and  for  the  preaching 
of  the  OospeL"* 

From  John  Morton,  named  above  as  the  guide  of  Mr. 
Davies,  also  a  numerous  progeny  descended.  Of  his  sons, 
one  of  the  same  name  spent  his  life  chiefly  in  France.  The 
eldest,  Maj.  James  Morton,  was  a  revolutionary  officer,  and 
long  an  active  elder  in  the  diurch  at  Prince  Edward.  The 
Bev.  Dr.  John  H.  Bice  married  his  daughter,  a  lady  of 
known  Christian  excellence,  who  still  survives. 

The  County  of  Charlotte,  where  Mr.  Alexander  now 
laboured,  is  remarkable  for  having  been  the  residence  of  two 
very  celebrated  orators,  belonging  to  two  successive  periods  in 
our  national  history ;  we  mean  Patrick  Henry  and  John 
Randolph  of  Boanoke.  During  Mr.  Alexander's  earliest 
visit,  he  was  invited  to  accompany  his  preceptor,  Mr. 
Graham,  in  a  visit  to  Mr.  Henry,  who  then  lived  in  Prince 
Edward,  seven  or  eight  miles  from  the  college;  but  the 
plan  was  disappointed  by  the  straying  of  the  horses.  Mr. 
Graham  went  alone,  and  q>ent  a  day  with  the  old  patriot, 
to  his  own  great  satisfisu^tion ;  for  they  were  of  one  mind 
in  politics,  both  being  exceedingly  opposed  to  the  Con- 
stitution which  had  that  year  been  adopted.    At  a  later 

*  Jotiab,  the  oldest  Km,  wm  the  Ikther  of  Col  WiUiam  Lewk  Morton. 
William,  the  second  son,  was  for  many  years  presiding  judge  of  the  ootuty 
court  of  Charlotte.  The  third  was  oddly  enough  named  Little  Joe.  The 
fourth  was  CoL  Jacob  Moi-ton.  Three  of  these  were  ruling  elders  in  the 
Briery  church. 
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period,  however,  he  was  brought  into  nearer  aoqaaintance 
with  Henry's  powers.  The  account  of  this  in  his  own  words, 
as  published  in  1850,  we  can  by  no  means  omit. 

'^  From  my  earliest  childhood  I  had  been  accustomed  to 
hear  of  the  eloquence  of  Patrick  Henry.  On  this  subject 
there  existed  but  one  opinion  in  the  country.  The  power  of 
his  eloquence  was  felt  equally  by  the  learned  and  the  un- 
learned. No  man  who  ever  heard  him  speak,  on  any  import- 
ant occasion,  could  £sdl  to  admit  his  uncommon  power  over 
the  minds  of  his  hearers.  The  occasions  on  which  he  made 
his  greatest  efforts  have  been  recorded  by  Mr.  Wirt,  in  his 
Life  of  Henry.  What  I  propose  in  this  brief  article  is  to 
mention  only  what  I  observed  myself  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury ago. 

^^  Being  then  a  youi^  man,  just  entering  on  a  profession 
in  whidi  good  speaking  was  very  important,  it  was  natural 
for  me  to  observe  the  oratory  of  celetoated  men.  I  was  anx- 
ious to  ascertain  the  true  secret  of  their  power ;  or  what  it 
was  which  enabled  them  to  sway  the  minds  of  hearers, 
almost  at  their  wilL 

^^  In  executing  a  mission  from  the  Synod  of  Virginia,  in 
the  year  1794,  I  had  to  pass  through  the  county  of  Prince 
Edward,  where  Mr.  Henry  then  resided.  Understanding 
that  he  was  to  appear  before  the  Circuit  Court,  which  met 
in  that  coxmty,  in  defence  of  three  men  charged  with 
murder,  I  determined  to  seize  the  opportunity  of  observing 
for  myself  the  eloquence  of  this  extraordinary  orator. 

"  It  was  with  some  difficulty  I  obtained  a  seat  in  front  of 
the  bar,  where  I  could  have  a  full  view  of  the  speaker,  aa 
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well  as  hear  him  distmotly.  But  I  had  to  sabmit  to  a 
severe  penance  in  gratifying  mj  curiosity ;  for  the  whole  day 
was  occupied  with  the  examination  of  witnesses,  in  which 
Mr.  Henry  was  aided  by  two  other  lawyers. 

'^  In  person,  Mr.  Henry  was  lean  rather  than  fleshy.  He 
was  rather  above  than  below  the  common  height,  but  had  a 
stoop  in  the.  shoulders  which  prevented  him  from  appearing 
as  tall  as  he  really  was.  In  his  moments  of  animation,  he 
had  the  habit  of  straightening  his  frame,  and  adding  to  his 
apparent  stature.  He  wore  a  brown  wig,  which  exhibited 
no  indication  of  any  great  care  in  the  dressing.  Over  his 
shoulders  he  wore  a  brown  camlet  cloak.  Under  this  his 
clothing  was  black,  something  the  worse  for  wear.  The 
expression  of  his  countenance  was  that  of  solemnity  and 
deep  earnestness.  His  mind  appeared  to  be  always  absorbed 
in  what,  for  the  time,  occupied  his  attention.  His  forehead 
was  high  and  spacious,  and  the  skin  of  his  face  more  than 
usually  wrinkled  for  a  man  of  fifty.  His  eyes  were  small 
and  deeply  set  in  his  head,  but  were  of  a  bright  Uue  colour, 
and  twinkled  much  in  their  sockets.  In  short,  Mr.  Henry's 
appearance  had  nothing  very  remarkable,  as  he  sat  at  rest. 
You  might  readily  have  taken  him  for  a  common  planter, 
who  cared  very  little  about  his  personal  appearance.  In  his 
manner^  he  was  uniformly  respectful  and  courteous.  Can- 
dles were  brought  into  the  court  house,  when  the  examination 
of  the  witnesses  closed  ;  and  the  judges  put  it  to  the  option 
of  the  bar  whether  they  would  go  on  with  the  argument 
that  night  or  adjourn  until  the  next  day.  Paul  Oarrington, 
jun.,  the  attorney  for  the  state,  a  man  of  large  size  and 
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mioommaii  dignity  of  person  and  manner,  and  also  an 
accomplished  lawyer,  professed  his  willingness  to  proceed 
immediately,  while  the  testimony  was  fresh  in  the  minds  of 
all.  Now  for  the  first  time  I  heard  Mr.  Henry  make  any 
thing  of  a  speech ;  and  though  it  was  short,  it  satisfied  me 
of  one  thing,  which  I  had  particularly  desired  to  have 
decided  ;  namely,  whether  like  a  player  he  merely  assumed 
the  appearance  of  feeling.  His  manner  of  addressing  the 
court  was  profoundly  respectftd.  He  would  be  willing  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  trial,  but,  said  he,  *  My  heart  is  so  oppressed 
with  the  weight  of  responsibility  which  rests  upon  me, 
having  the  lives  of  three  fellow  citizens  depending,  probably, 
(m  the  exertions  which  I  may  be  able  to  make  in  their  behalf, 
(here  he  turned  to  the  prisoners  behind  him,)  that  I  do  not 
feel  able  to  proceed  to-night.  I  hope  the  court  will  indulge 
me,  and  postpone  the  trial  till  the  morning.'  The  impres- 
sion made  by  these  few  words  was  such  as  I  assure  myself 
no  one  can  ever  conceive  by  seeing  them  in  print.  In  the 
countenance,  action  and  intonation  of  the  speaker,  there 
was  expressed  such  an  intensity  of  feeling  that  all  my 
doubts  were  dispelled ;  never  again  did  I  question  whether 
Henry  felt,  or  only  acted  a  feeling.  Indeed,  I  experienced 
an  instantaneous  sympathy  with  him  in  the  emotions  which 
he  expressed ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  same  sympathy  was 
lelt  by  every  hearer. 

"  As  a  matter  of  course  the  proceedings  were  deferred 
till  the  next  morning.  I  was  early  at  my  post ;  the  judges 
were  soon  on  the  bench,  and  the  prisoners  at  the  bar.  Mr. 
Carrington,  afterwards  Judge  Oarrington,  opened  with  a 
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dear  and  dignified  speech,  and  presented  the  evidence  to  the 
jury.  Every  thing  seemed  perfectly  plain.  Two  brothers 
and  a  brother-in-law  met  two  other  persons  in  pursuit  of  a 
slave,  supposed  to  be  harboured  by  the  brothers.  After  some 
altercation  and  mutual  abuse,  one  of  the  brothers,  whose 
name  was  John  Ford,  raised  a  loaded  gun  which  he  was  car- 
rying, and  presenting  it  to  the  breast  of  one  of  the  other 
pair,  shot  him  dead,  in  open  day.  There  was  no  doubt  about 
the  fact.  Indeed,  it  was  not  denied.  There  had  been  no 
other  provocation  than  opprobrious  words.  It  is  presumed 
that  the  opinion  of  every  juror  was  made  up  from  mereij 
hearing  the  testimony ;  as  Tom  Harvey,  the  principal  wit- 
ness, who  was  acting  as  constable  on  the  occasion,  appeared 
to  be  a  respectable  man.  For  the  clearer  understanding  of 
what  follows,  it  must  be  observed  that  said  constable,  in 
order  to  distinguish  him  firom  another  of  the  name,  was 
commonly  called  ^  Butterwood  Harvey  ; '  as  he  lived  on  Bnt- 
terwood  Creek 

'^  Mr.  Henry,  it  is  believed,  understanding  that  the  people 
were  on  their  guard  against  his  faculty  of  moving  the  passions 
and  through  them  influencing  the  judgment,  did  not  resort 
to  the  pathetic,  as  much  as  was  his  usual  practice  in  criminal 
casea  His  main  object  appeared  to  be,  throughout,  to  cast 
discredit  on  the  testimony  of  Tom  Harvey.  This  he  at- 
tempted by  causing  the  law  respecting  riots  to  be  read  by 
one  of  his  assistants.  It  appeared  in  evidence,  that  Tom 
Harvey  had  taken  upon  him  to  act  as  constable,  without 
being  in  commission  ;  and  that  with  a  posse  of  men  he  had 
entered  the  house  of  one  of  the  Fords  in  search  of  the  negro^ 
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and  had  pat  lb&  Foid,  in  her  husband's  abs^ce/into  a 
great  terror,  while  she  was  in  a  very  delicate  condition,  near 
the  time  of  her  confinement. 

^'  As  he  descanted  on  the  evidence,  he  wonld  often  tnm  to 
Tom  Hanrey — a  large  bold-looking  nutn — and  with  the  most 
sarcastic  look  would  call  him  by  some  name  of  contempt ; 
*  this  Butterwood  Tom  Harvey/  *  this  «?ot<W-6e-con«to6fe/ 
&c.  By  snch  expressions,  his  contempt  for  the  man  was 
oommnnicated  to  the  hearers.  I  own  I  felt  it  gaming  on 
me,  in  qpite  of  my  better  judgment ;  so  that  before  he  was 
done,  the  impression  was  strong  on  my  mind  that  Butter* 
wood  Harvey  was  undeserving  of  thd  smallest  credit.  This 
impression,  however,  I  found  I  could  counteract  the  moment 
I  had  time  for  reflection.  The  only  part  of  the  speech  in 
whidi  he  manifested  his  power  of  touching  the  feelings 
strongly,  was  where  he  dwelt  on  the  irruption  of  the  com- 
pany into  Ford's  house,  in  circumstances  so  perilous  to  the 
solitary  wife.  This  appeal  to  the  sensibility  of  husbands — 
and  he  knew  that  all  the  jury  stood  in  this  relation — ^was 
overwhelming.  K  the  verdict  could  have  been  rendered  im- 
mediately after  this  burst  of  the  pathetic,  every  man,  at 
least  every  husband  in  the  house,  would  have  been  for  re- 
jecting Harvey's  testimony ;  if  not  for  hanging  him  forth- 
witL  It  was  fortunate  that  the  illusion  of  such  eloquence 
is  transient,  and  is  soon  dissipated  by  the  exercise  of  sober 
reason.  I  confess,  however,  that  nothing  which  I  then  heard 
so  convinced  me  of  the  advocate's  power,  as  the  speech  of  five 
nunntes,  which  he  made  when  he  requested  that  the  trial 
migkt  be  adjourned  till  the  next  day. 
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'^  In  addition  to  this,  it  so  happened  that  I  heard  the  laet 
paUic  speech  which  Mr.  Henry  ever  made.  It  was  delivered 
at  Charlotte,  fix)m  the  portico  of  the  coort-hoose,  to  an  as- 
sembly in  the  open  air.  In  the  American  edition  of  the 
New  Edinburgh  Encyclopedia  an  accoimt  of  this  speedi 
and  its  effects  is  given,  so  charged  with  exaggeration  as  to 
be  grossly  incorrect.  There  is  more  truth  in  the  statements 
contained  in  Mr.  Wirt's  memoir.  In  point  of  fact,  the  per- 
fcmnance  had  little  impression  beyond  the  transient  pleasure 
afforded  to  the  friends  of  the  administration,  Mid  the  pain 
inflicted  on  the  Anti-federalists,  his  former  political  friends. 
Mr.  Henry  came  to  the  place  with  difficulty,  and  was  plainly 
destitute  of  his  wonted  vigour  and  commanding  power.  The 
speech  was  nevertheless  a  noble  effort,  such  as  could  have 
proceeded  from  none  but  a  patriotic  heart.  In  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  Mr.  Henry  (as  is  correctly  stated  by  Mr.  Wirt) 
after  speaking  of  Washington  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  and 
well  appointed  army,  exclaimed,  ^  And  where  is  the  citizen  of 
America  who  wiU  dare  to  lift  his  hand  against  the  father  of 
his  country,  to  point  a  weapon  at  the  breast  of  the  man  who 
had  so  often  led  them  to  battle  and  victory  ?*  An  intoxica- 
ted man  cried,  *  I  could.'  '  No,'  answered  Mr.  Henry,  rising 
aloft  in  all  his  majesty,  and  in  a  voice  most  solemn  and  pen- 
etrating, ^  No ;  you  durst  not  do  it ;  in  such  a  parricidal 
attempt,  the  steel  would  drop  from  your  nerveless  arm  1 ' 

"  Mr.  Henry  was  followed  by  a  speaker  afterwards  noted 
in  our  national  history ;  I  mean  John  Bandolph  of  Boanoke  ; 
but  the  aged  orator  did  not  remain  to  witness  the  debut  of 
his  young.opponent.    Bandolph  began  by  saying  that  he  had 
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admired  that  maa  more  than  any  on  whom  the  sun  had  shone, 
but  that  now  he  was  constrained  to  differ  from  him  Mo  codo. 
But  Bandolph  was  suffering  with  the  hoarseness  of  a  cold, 
and  could  scarcely  utter  an  audible  sentence.  All  that  is 
alleged  in  the  Encyclopedia,  about  Henry's  returning  to  the 
platfonn  and  replying  with  extraordinary  effect,  is  pure  fabri- 
cation. The  fact  is  as  above  stated.  Henry  retired  to  the 
house,  as  if  unwilling  to  listen^  and  requested  a  friend  to  re- 
port to  him  any  thing  which  might  require  an  answer.  But 
he  made  no  reply,  nor  did  he  again  present  himself  to  the 
people.  I  was  amidst  the  crowd,  standing  near  to  Creed 
Taylor,  th^i  an  eminent  lawyer,  and  afterwards  a  judge ; 
who  made  remarks  to  those  around  him,  during  the  speech, 
declaring  among  other  things  that  the  old  man  was  in  his 
dotage.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  a  statement  so 
untrue  should  be  perpetuated  in  a  work  of  such  value  and 
celelaity. 

^'Patrick  Henry  had  several  sisters,  with  one  of  whom, 
the  wife  of  Colonel  Meredith  of  New  Glasgow,  I  was  ac- 
quainted. Mrs.  Meredith  was  not  only  a  woman  of  unfeigned 
piety,  but  was  in  my  judgment  as  eloquent  as  h^  brother ; 
nor  have  I  ever  met  with  a  lady  who  equalled  her  in  powers 
of  amyersation. 

"  At  an  early  period  of  my  ministry,  it  became  my  duty 
to  preach  the  funeral  sermon  of  Mr.  James  Hunt,  the  fiither 
of  the  late  Eev.  James  Hunt,  of  Montgomery  County,  Mary- 
land. The  death  occurred  at  the  house  of  a  son  who  lived 
on  Staunton  River :  Mr.  Henry's  residence.  Red  Hill,  was  a 
few  miles  distant,  on  the  same  river.    Having  been  long  a 
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friend  of  the  deceased,  Mr.  Heniy  attended  the  faneral,  and 
remained  to  dine  with  the  company ;  on  which  occaeion  I 
was  introduced  to  him  by  Captain  William  Czaighead,  who 
had  been  an  elder  in  President  Davies's  church.  These  gen- 
tlemen had  been  friends  in  Hanover,  but  had  not  met  for 
many  years.  The  two  old  gentlemen  met  with  great  cor- 
diality, and  seemed  to  have  high  enjoyment  in  talking  of  old 
times. 

^'  On  the  retrospect  of  so  many  years  I  may  be  permitted 
to  express  my  views  of  the  extraordinaiy  effects  of  Henry's 
eloquence.  The  remark  is  obvious,  in  application  not  only 
•  to  him  but  to  all  great  orators,  that  we  cannot  ascribe  these 
^kcts  merely  to  their  intellectual  conceptions,  or  their  cogent 
reasonings,  however  great :  these  conceptions  and  reasons, 
when  put  on  paper,  oft^i  fall  dead.  They  are  often  inf^or 
to  the  arguments  of  men  whose  utterances  have  little  impres- 
sion. It  has  indeed  been  often  said,  both  of  Whitefield  and 
of  Henry,  that  their  discourses,  when  reduced  to  writing, 
show  poorly  by  the  side  of  the  productions  of  men  who  are 
no  orators.  Let  me  illustrate  this,  by  the  testimony  of  one 
whom  I  remember  as  a  friend  of  my  youth.  General  Posey 
was  a  revolutionary  officer,  who  was  second  in  command,  un- 
der Wayne,  in  the  expedition  against  the  Indians ;  a  man  of 
observation  and  cool  judgment.  He  was  in  attendance  on 
the  debates  of  that  famous  convention  in  which  there  were 
so  many  displays  of  deliberative  eloquence.  He  assured  me, 
that  after  the  hearing  of  Patrick  Henry's  most  celebrated 
speech  in  that  body,  he  felt  himself  as  ftdly  persuaded  that 
the  Constitution  if  adopted  would  be  our  ruin,  as  of  his  o?m 
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ezistoioe.  Yet  sabsequent  reflection  restored  his  former 
judgment^  and  his  well  considered  opinion  resumed  its  jdaoe. 

"  The  power  of  Henry's  eloquence  was  due,  first,  to  the 
greatness  of  his  emotion  and  passion,  accompanied  with  a 
veEsatilitj  which  enabled  him  to  assume  at  once  any  emotion 
or  passion  which  was  suited  to  his  enda  Not  less  indispen- 
sable, secondly,  was  a  matchless  perfection  of  the  oigans  of 
expression,  including  the  entire  apparatus  of  voice,  intona- 
tion, pause,  gesture,  attitude,  and  indescribable  play  of  coun- 
tenance. In  no  instance  did  he  ever  indulge  in  an  expres- 
sion that  was  not  instantly  recognised  as  nature  itself ;  yet 
some  of  his  penetrating  and  subduing  tones  were  absolutely 
peculiar,  and  as  inimitable  as  they  were  indescribable.  These 
were  felt  by  every  hearer,  in  all  their  force.  His  mightiest 
fediAgs  were  sometimes  indicated  and  communicated  by  a 
long  pause,  aided  by  an  eloquent  aspect,  and  some  signifi- 
cant use  of  his  finger.  The  sympathy  between  mind  and 
mind  is  inexplicable.  Where  the  channels  of  commimication 
are  open,  the  faculty  of  revealing  inward  passion  great,  and 
the  expression  of  it  sudden  and  visible,  the  effects  are  ex- 
traordinary. Let  these  shocks  of  influence  be  repeated 
again  and  again,  and  all  other  opinions  and  ideas  are  for  the 
moment  absorbed  or  excluded ;  the  whole  mind  is  brought 
into  uniBon  with  that  of  the  speaker ;  and  the  spell-bound 
listener,  till  the  cause  ceases,  is  under  an  entire  fi»cination. 
Then  perhaps  the  charm  ceases,  upon  reflection,  and  the 
infisituated  hearer  resumes  his  ordinary  state. 

"  Patrick  Henry  of  course  owed  much  to  his  singular  in- 
sight into  the  feelings  of  the  common  mind.    In  great  cases. 
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he  scanned  his  joiy,  and  formed  his  mental  estimate  ;  on  this 
basis  he  founded  his  appeals  to  their  predilections  and  char- 
acter. It  is  what  other  advocates  do,  in  a  lesser  degree. 
When  he  knew  that  there  were  conscientious  or  religious 
men  among  the  jury,  he  would  most  solemnly  address  him^- 
self  to  their  sense  of  right,  and  would  adroitly  bring  in  Scrip- 
tural citations.  If  this  handle  was  not  offered^  he  would  lay 
bare  the  sensibility  of  patriotism.  Thus  it  was,  idien  he 
succeeded  in  rescuing  the  man  who  had  deliberately  shot 
.  down  a  neighbour ;  idio  moreover  lay  under  the  odious  sus- 
picion of  being  a  tory,  and  who  was  proved  to  have  refused 
supplies  to  a  brigade  of  the  American  army. 

^^  A  learned  and  intelligent  gentleman  stated  to  me  that 
he  once  heard  Mr.  Henry's  defence  of  a  man  arraigned  for  a 
capital  crime.  So  dear  and  abundant  was  the  evidence,  that 
my  informant  was  unable  to  conceive  any  grounds  of  defence, 
especially  after  the  law  had  been  ably  placed  before  the  jury 
by  the  attorney  for  the  commonwealth  For  a  long  time 
after  Henry  began,  he  never  once  adverted  to  the  merits  of 
the  case  or  the  arguments  of  the  prosecution^  but  went  off 
into  a  most  captivating  and  discursive  oration  on  general 
topics,  expressing  opinions  in  perfect  accordance  with  tiiose 
of  his  hearers  ;  until  having  Mly  succeeded  in  obliterating 
every  impression  of  his  oppc«ient's  q)eech,  he  obliquely 
approached  the  subject,  and  as  occasion  was  offered  dealt 
forth  strokes  which  seemed  to  tell  upon  the  minds  of  the 
jury.  In  this  case,  it  should  be  added,  the  force  of  truth 
prevailed  over  the  art  of  the  consummate  oiator.''^ 

*  Princeton  Magazine,  1860. 
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From  maniiflcript  anthoritiM  we  add  a  fbw  tiaite.  At 
first  fflght  Mr.  Henx/s  appeaianoe  straok  him  as  being  not 
nnUke  that  of  an  old  dengjman.  There  was  a  peculiar 
ettmestness  in  all  that  he  said,  and  his  small  gray  eyes 
seemed  to  be  in  perpetual  motion.  '^  The  only  time/'  says 
he,  ^'  that  I  erer  was  in  Mr.  Henry's  company,  was  a  few 
months  before  his  decease,  when  I  was  sent  for  to  preach  at 
the  foneral  of  old  Mr.  James  Hunt,  the  fiither  o£  the  Be^. 
James  Hunt.  This  man  had  been  brot^ht  up  in  the  same 
ne^hbourhood  with  Mr.  Henry,  and  resided  near  him  during 
his  last  years.  Old  Captain  Craighead  had  late  in  life  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  Mr.  Hunt,  and  it  was  he  who  introduced 
me.  I  had,  however,  little  conversation  with  him.  After  the 
sermon  he  asked  Capt.  Craighead  what  we  meant  by  talking 
so  much  about  grace,  and  added  that  he  did  not  understand 
it.  He  was,  however,  a  firm  believer  in  Divine  Bevelation, 
and  spent  much  of  his  time  during  his  retirement  in  reading 
the  works  of  such  authors  as  Sherlock  and  TUlotson ;  and  he 
warmly  recommended  religion  to  those  young  fiiends  who 
came  to  see  him.'"  Some  years  ago  we  obtained  from  ihe 
Olerk's  Office  of  Charlotte  County  a  certified  copy  of  an 
extract  from  his  last  wiU  and  testament,  which  is  in  these 
remadmble  words :  ^^  This  is  all  the  inheritance  I  can  give 
to  my  dear  family.  The  Beligion  of  Christ  can  give  them 
<me  which  will  make  them  rich  indeed.'' 

The  CoU^e  of  Hampden  Sidney  derived  its  name  frran 
two  great  Finglish  patriots.  It  was  founded  for  the  purpoipe 
of  raising  up  an  evangelical  ministry.  As  early  as  1771,  in 
ooQsequence  of  representations  made  by  Mr.  Samuel  Stan- 
is 
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hope  Smith,  afiorwards  Pieodent  Smith,  of  New  Jenqr, 
the  PresbTtery  of  Hanover  began  to  oonsider  the  snlgeot  of 
education.  The  first  attempts  were  hnmUe,  and  did  not 
contemplate  any  thing  eo  elevated  as  a  college.  One  or  two 
schools,  under  presbyterial  direction,  were  during  the  follow- 
ing years  tanght  in  di£ferent  places,  till  at  length  in  1773 
it  was  detennined  to  open  a  seminary  in  the  county  of 
Prince  Edward.  Mr.  Samud  Stanhope  Smith  was  appelated 
the  rector,  and  became  at  the  same  time  pastor  of  the  con* 
gr^ations  of  Prince  Edward  and  Cumberland.  Land  was 
given  and  moneys  were  raised  for  books  and  apparatus. 
The  revolutionary  troubles  greatly  impeded,  but  did  not 
utterly  hinder  the  progress  of  the  institution.  In  1776,  Mr. 
John  Blair  Smith,  so  often  menticmed  in  this  narmtive,  be> 
came  the  assistant  of  his  brother,  and  there  were  other  in* 
ttructors.  After  some  time  Mr.  John  B.  Smith  became 
principal  of  the  seminary,  as  well  as  pastor  of  the  churches 
of  Cumberland  and  Briery..  Mr.  Smith  was  chosen  captain 
of  a  company  of  the  students,  about  sixty-five  in  number, 
and  Mr.  David  Witherspoon,  his  assistant,  was  first  lieuten- 
ant. The  charter  of  Hampden  Kdney  as  a  College  was  ob- 
tained in  1783,  and  its  first  literary  d^rees  were  conferred 
in  1786.  In  1788,  on  the  retirement  of  President  Smith 
from  the  active  duties  of  the  college,  the  Bev.  Drury  Lacy 
was  made  Vice  President.  In  September,  17^9,  Mr.  Smith 
resigned  his  presidentship,  and  for  several  years  efforts  were 
made,  without  piocess,  to  obtain  the  services  of  the  Bev. 
WSliam  Graham.  '^  The  attention  of  the  Board" — ^we  here 
quote  fix)m  Dr.  Foote — "  was  then  turned  to  the  Bev.  Ai^ 
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diftaM  Meoitaimt,  a  mtfrnber  of  Lexingtoit  Fteehyieitjy 
'leoMttiy  leased  to  preach  the  gospel,  a  ptipil  of  Mr.  Gm- 
haoL  He  was  invited  io  m^te  with  Mr.  Lacy  ih  the  gov- 
eminent  and  instniction  of  the  Ooll^,  with  e^nal  aathoritj 
and  emolument.*^ 

We  are  happfly  aUe  to  give  Mr.  Alexander'^  own  state- 
ment with  r^ard  to  this  important  step  in  his  life.  ''  In 
this  retirement/'  says  he,  ^^  I  spent  a  few  years,  when  the 
Tmstees  of  Hampden  Sidney  elected  me  to  the  office  of 
President.  The  condition  of  the  college  was  as  low  as  it 
cotdd  be  to  have  an  existence.  Mr.  Lacy  set  up  a  school  in 
the  vicinity,  which  was  attended  by  most  of  the  youth  who 
had  b^en  at  the  college.  But  the  Trustees  were  determined 
to  resuscitate  it  if  possible.  At  &8t  I  was  very  averse  to  an 
undertaking  6t  so  little  promise.  But  at  length  I  was  per- 
snaded  to  make  the  trial ;  and  the  consideration  had  much 
weight  with  me,  that  if  I  did  not  succeed,  I  should  leave 
matters  no  worse  than  they  were,  but  that  if  I  had  success, 
I  might  be  doing  some  public  good.  I  accordingly  consented 
in  the  autumn  to  go  to  the  college  in  the  following  spring ; 
and  immediately  applied  myself  to  the  studies  connected 
with  my  office. 

''John  H.  Bice,  then  about  the  age  of  twenty,  had  been 
engaged  in  teaching  below  Bichmond,  and  not  being  satis- 
fied to  remain  there,  was  employed  by  the  Trustees  of  the 
College  to  take  charge  of  the  few  students  who  were  prepar- 
ing for  ^entrance.  During  the  winter  I  visited  him  fre- 
quently, and  conversed  with  him  respecting  the  enterprise. 
I  soon  found  that  he  wafl^  no  common  man.    His  appetite 
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for  books  was  rabid.  Havijig  acceis  now  to  the  coUoge 
libiaiy,  which,  though  small^  contained  some  wdl  selected* 
works,  he  was  like  a  hungry  ox  when  let  into  a  rich  pasture. 
Before  he  had  half  finished  one  ydume,  he  would  be  forciUy 
drawn  to  another,  and  thus  he  roamed  from  book  to  bode, 
and  from  shelf  to  shelf.  I  found  him  also  to  be  fond  of  com- 
position. He  read  to  me  msaij  of  his  pieces,  most  of  which 
were  seasoned  with  no  little  sarcasm.  He  had  a  peculiar 
disposition  to  satirize  the  fashions  of  the  times,  without  any 
thoT^ht  of  publication ;  but  it  was  customaiy  with  him  to 
give  his  essays  to  the  students  to  be  pronounced  as  (na- 
tions." 

It  is  scarcely  needful  to  add,  that  the  person  here  named 
is  the  same  who  in  later  years,  as  the  Bev.  Dr.  Bice,  filled 
so  large  a  space  in  public  observation,  as  a  preacher,  an 
author,  a  controvertist,  and  a  theological  professor.  During 
aU  his  life  he  was  one  of  the  most  intimate  and  cherished 
friends  of  Dr.  Alexander. 

The  name  of  Bice  suggests  that  of  Speece,  another  orna- 
ment of  the  Virginian  church,  and  likewise  closely  allied  to 
the  subject  a£  these  memoirs.  Conrad  Speece  was  the  son 
of  a  Gterman  who  Uved  in  Campbell  County,  some  miles  east 
of  New  London.  The  grandmother  of  Conrad,  living  at  this 
town,  used  to  receive  frequent  visits  from  the  boy,  whose 
education  had  been  neglected,  but  who  had  a  turn  for  music, 
so  as  to  play  on  several  instruments.  On  one  occasion  the 
boy  composed  a  humorous  description  of  some  Christmas 
sports  which  had  taken  place  at  the  village  tavern.  The 
verses  were  shown  to  a  number  of  persons  and  were  thought 
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extauttdinaiy  for  a  boy  of  tMrteen.  At  that  time  Mr.  Ed* 
waid  Graham,  afterwaicto  the  brodier-in-law  ci  Dr.  Alez- 
aiider,  tatij^  a  school  in  New  Loiid(m.  Bj  his  encoiuage- 
ment  yotmg  ^peeoe  turned  hie  attention  to  regular  study. 
He  was  huge  for  his  age,  and  had  a  rough  and  uncultivated 
appearance.  But  he  learned  readily  whatever  was  assigned 
to  him.  He  did  not,  however,  commit  the  Latin  Grammar 
to  memory  as  qpeedily  as  another  boy  in  the  sdiool ;  but  as 
soon  as  he  b^gan  to  read,  and  to  apply  the  rules  to  the 
structure  of  lai^^uage,  he  seemed  to  have  awaked  to  a  new 
sense,  and  began  to  study  with  extraordinary  ddight.  He 
soon  finished  the  first  book,  leaving  all  his  classmates  for 
bdiind.  Bising  to  a  higher  class  he  distanced  them  in  like 
mannar,  until  at  the  year's  dose  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the 
school,  and  was  able  to  translate  Cicero  and  Horace  with 
more  than  common  accuracy  and  even  elegance.  Nothing 
could  now  cool  his  ardour  of  desire  for  a  liberal  education. 
After  struggling  through  many  difficulties  he  at  length  real- 
ised his  hopes  and  entered  Waahingt<ni  Oollege  in  Lexing- 
ton, where  he  took  his  d^rees  with  high  distinction,  and 
became  one  of  its  tutors. 

'^  I  first  knew  him,''  says  Dr.  Alexander,  ^^  when  on  « 
visit  to  my  fiienda  On  leaving  college  he  returned  home 
and  began  to  read  law,  but  his  health  seemed  so  much  im- 
paired that  for  a  while  he  gave  up  study  and  travelled  on 
foot  to  the  Sweet  Springs,  where  he  spent  the  usual  season 
of  attendance,  bathing  and  drinking  the  waters.  Another 
teacher  being  needed  at  Hampden  Sidney,  I  turned  my  at^ 
tention  to  Speece,  who  had  now  returned  home,  whither  I 
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wiuxt  ta  fiMk  him  oi]t(  I  iomd  the  dw^Oii^of  itb&tiier  k 
aioi]gh(X>imt]7^«t  aranaoticttbdse^^  Ocntad 

wBB  at  home^  in  coarse  fiumer's  dreis^  and  seemed  pleased 
with  ihe  idea  of  spending  his  life  in  hnsbandzj.  But  afib^ 
ddiberating.npon  mj  pioposals,  he  agreed  to  come  to  m  at 
the  c(»nmenoement  of  the  next  session.  He  came  aoooid* 
ingly,  and  hdy  John  H.  Bice,  and  I,  performed  the  duty  of 
piofessors  without  the  title." 

The  intimacy  of  these  thiee  yomig  men  was  so  close  and 
affttrtionate,  that  we  seize  with  avidity  on  any  estimate 
which  aay  one  of  them  formed  of  the  others ;  and  we  there- 
fore introdnce  hare,  by  a  little  antieipatkm,  some  remarks  of 
Dr«  Bice,  in  which  he  sketches  his  two  associates.  "  The 
eldest  of  than"  (whom  he  calls  PanUnus^  hot  who  is  evi^- 
dentiy  Mr.  Alexander,)  ^^had  been  a  preacher  ten  or  fifteen 
years,  is  endowed  with  foculties  of  the  highest  kbd,  and  has 
ddthrated  them  with  great  ascdduity.  No  man  of  Ins  age 
has  greater  extent  or  variety  of  information.  His  powers  are 
peeuUsdy  fitted  for  the  investigation  of  tradi.  With  a  sonoi 
judgment,  a  vigorons  nnderstanding,  a.  qniok  peroeption,  a 
great  compass  of  thought,  he  has  the  ca^iacity  «f  holding  his 
mild  in  suspense,  until  a  snlgect  be  viewed  in  all  its  bearings 
and  Delations,  and  until  the  rays  of  evidence,  however  widely 
they  are  dissipated,  are  all  brooght  to  a  focms  on  the  point 
under  investigation.  Fossesmg  such  intdlectual  powero  as 
tfaeae,  he  is  ammated  with  a  love  of  truth,  and  thirst  after 
knowledge,  which  prompt  to  unwearied  diligence  in  re- 
searehy  and  unremitting  applioatkm  to  study.  His  know- 
ledge^ then,  must  be.  considerable.    His  taste  is  r^ned^  his 
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iiiMi^jiuiiion  noli  iq  immfgutfy  liis  elocution  eopious^.ttDd-  hk 
isAoB  of  wtfwfming  are  elo0B  and  logical ;  his  eye  spatUeB 
njA  inteUigaioe,  and  fak  race  is  as  melodious  as  the  notes 
of  the  nightingale.  But  in  addition  to  all  these  ezcdlendee, 
he  is  temackaUy  modest ;  it  is  impossihle  for  you  to  be  in 
his  company  without  seeing  his  superiority,  and  yet  such  is 
his  modesty,  that  it  gives  you  no  pain  to  acknowledge  it/' 

^^  The  second'"  (Philander,  or  Mr.  Speece,)  '^is  a  younger 
man  and  a  younger  minist^. .  He  also  possesses  real  genius. 
The  most  lenmikable  quality  of  his  mind  is  v^ur ;  in  aigu- 
nentation  hd  resemUes  one  of  the  Ajaxes  of  Homer,  with 
his  maoe  of  iron,  at  every  vibration  overthrowing  whcds 
tioops  of  Trojana  His  conoepticm  is  very  dear ;  and  of 
ooume  he  is  perspicuous,  precise  and  fluent  in  elocution. 
From  the  comparison  just  used,  however,  it  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that  there  is  any  thing  of  coaneness  in  his  mind. 
Far  from  it.  His  imagination  is  delicate,  and  his  taste  re- 
fined.'' He  adds,  ^^  The  piety  of  both  these  gentiemen  is 
warm  and  unaffected.  They  have  hearts  formed  for  friend- 
ship. Possessing  the  highest  talents,  and  the  best  means  of 
kformation  that  Virginia  could  afford,  they  would  have  been 
capable  of  filling  any  ofiBce,  and  might  have  risen  to  the 
int  eminence  in  the  State.  But  such  was  their,  devotion  to 
the  cause  of  Christ,  that  they  left  all  and  followed  him."  « 

To  return  to  our  narrative  ;  when  Mr.  Alexander  weiU 
to  the  college  he  resigned  his  more  distant  charge,  and  divided 
his  preaching  between  the  congelations  of  Briery  and  Prince 

*  Virginia  lUUgioos  liagftane^  Yol  iiL  pp.  170»  1*71.    Marvrell's  Life  of 
Riee,  pp.  89,  40. 
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JMwasd.  Bib  friends  in  Chadotte,  and  especially  Mis.  Bead, 
wete  much  opposed  to  his  rancrmL  On  goingto  Hampden 
Sidney  he  had  possession  of  the  jpsesident's  house,  bnt  nsoally 
look  his  meals  at  the  common  table.  At  no  time  of  his  life 
did  he  feel  more  keenly  the  stimnlos  to  application,  and  he 
declared  in  later  years  that  whatever  accnracy  he  possessed 
in  classical  and  scientific  knowledge  was  acquired  during  tUs 
period,  under  the  spur  of  necessity.  He  began  by  insisting 
ma  the  utmost  exactness,  and. took  pleasure  in  drilliQg  the 
young  men  in  those  rudiments  which  they  had  neglected. 
The  number  increased  rapidly,  but  there  were  as  yet  no 
regular  classes,  and  very  few  took  a  comjdete  course.  Yet 
aU  the  branches  then  common  in  coU^es  were  taught,  and 
some  of  them  thoroughly;  the  studies  being  arranged  in 
some  d^ree  after  the  method  then  prevalent  at  Princeton. 

It  is  to  be  r^;retted  that  of  that  very  interesting  pmod 
of  his  life,  we  have  but  slender  memorials  from  his  own  pen. 
He  was  earnestly  engaged,  even  beyond  his  str^igth,  in  accn* 
mulating  and  systematizing  stores  of  knowledge ;  sjki  in 
oimscientiously  endeavouring  to  lift  up  an  institution  which 
had  sunk  abnost  to  the  lowest  point.  At  the  same  time  he 
was  laborious  in  preaching  the  Gospel,  not  only  to  his  two 
congregations,  but,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  country, 
in  many  jJaces  on  every  side.  To  this  part  of  his  duties  he 
always  recurred  with  most  pleasure  in  the  memory  of  later 
years.  Though  he  had  under  his  care  many  promising  and 
tnteresting  pupils,  some  of  whom  live  to  remembw  his  kind 
instructions,  he  never  felt  himself  completely  at  home  at  the 
head  of  a  college.    There  was,  however,  much  solaoe  ui  the 
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OQBPdial  intimaoieft  of  a  oultiyatod  and  Chrisiiaa  people,  who 
have  been  and  still  are  noted,  even  among  Viiginians,  for 
the  wannth  of  their  attachments  and  the  laigeness  of  their 
hospitality.  These  years,  speat  amidst  many  anxieties,  were, 
nevertheless,  profitable  in  no  common  degree,  in  the  corrobo- 
ration of  principles,  and  the  moulding  of  character. 

We  find  perhaps  a  dozen  manuscript  sermons  of  this 
period,  most  of  which  contain  no  indications  of  the  date. 
They  are  strongly  marked  with  all  the  traits  of  his  later 
preaching ;  and  some  of  them  contain  elaborate  ailments 
on  evangelical  doctrine,  and  in  defence  of  Christianity 
against  the  forms  of  French  Deism  then  prevalent.  Oxa 
attention  is  arrested  by  one  of  these,  apparently  of  the  year 
1794,  on  the  text,  Psahn  ii.  11,  "Rejoice  with  trembling." 
The  opening  sentence  shows  that  it  was  delivered  on  a  day 
of  national  thanksgiving.  An  extract  will  not  fitil  to  be  in- 
teresting. 

"It  is  now  less  than  twenty  years  since  onr  oonntiy 
averted  its  independence,  and  declared  its  determination  to 
Aake  off  a  foreign  yoke,  and  no  longer  submit  to  the  impo- 
sitions  of  an  imperious  power  which  desired  to  give  us  laws. 
This  engaged  us  in  a  long  and  bloody  war,  which  desolated 
oor  land,  and  swallowed  up  many  of  our  bravest  men,  who, 
fired  with  the  love  of  liberty  and  country,  despised  danger, 
and  ftll  in  the  noble  cause.  When  we  view  bloody  fields  of 
battle  strewed  with  a  kindred  race,  our  noble  officers  and 
bmve  soldiers,  we  may  take  up  a  lamentation  and  say,  ^  How 
are  the  mighty  fallen  I '  And  when  we  recollect  that  it  was 
&r  our  safety  and  j&eedom  that  they  exposed  and  lost  their 
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livee,  sorely  their  memoiy  defleinreB  the  titbufee  of  m  tear  i 
ereiy  benevolent  and  patriotic  heart. 

^  But  that  which  this  day  calls  aload  fer  the  ezeroifle 
of  gratitude,  is  the  issne  of  this  interesting  and  difKcnlt  con* 
test.  Who  could  have  supposed  that  the  thirteen  United 
States,  in  their  scatta^  and  defenceless  situation,  without  a 
standing  army,  and  without  tiaining  in  the  art  of  war,  should 
haive  been  able  to  maintain  their  rights  and  liberties  against 
a  British  army  of  disciplined  troops  ?  We  were  freq[uenfly 
driven  to  the  last  extremity.  The  enemy  had  possession  <^ 
the  most  important, places  in  our  country,  and  our  BtrengA 
appeared  contemptible,  so  that  according  to  any  calcnlaticm 
of  human  probability,  we  must  have  been  omquered.  But 
Qod  in  His  providence  ordered  it  otherwise.  To  Him  must 
we  attribute  our  success.  These  things  indeed  were  Iwoug^t 
about  by  means,  and  depended  immediately  on  seoondarj 
causes.     But  in  this  mannner  all  providential  events  take 

jjaoe. ^The  second  causes  to  which  our  success  should  be 

attributed,  are  first,  the  unanimity  of  the  pecqole,  and  their 
determined  .resolution.  Yet  every  one  will  be  ready  to 
ascribe  much  to  the  wisdom  and  firmness  of  that  great  mail, 
who  is  now  at  the  head  of  our  a£Bur8.  The  interposition  of 
Providence  appears  in  raising  such  a  man,  exactly  suited  ftr 
the  work,  and  in  bringing  him  by  a  series  ci  events  into  no* 
tice,  so  that  the  government  of  our  armies  was  committed  to 
him,     His  name  will  long  stand  in  the  books  of  fiune,  and 

be  dear  to  Americans  for  ages  to  come. ^After  having 

mentioned  our  success  in  the  American  war,  as  a  reason  'wbj 
we  should  fed  gratitude,  I  will  in  the  next  place,  advert  to 
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our  peaceable  settlement  under  a  OonstitatiGn  and  fonn  of 
gofemment  of  our  own  choosing.  It  is  not  my  design  to 
enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  these.  A  perfect 
gpremment  is  not  to  be  expected  in  the  present  state  of 
things ;  much  less  can  we  look  for  perfection  in  the  adminis- 
tiation  of  goyemment.  Let  it  be  of  what  nature  it  may,  we 
are  not  oppreesed  by  it ;  we  are  protected ;  we  live  in  peace 
snd  safety.  And  certainly  we  must  condude  that  it  is  mild, 
and  fevourable  to  liberty,  if  we  compare  it  with  the  despot- 
isms of  the  East,  and  the  governments  which  prevail  over  a 
great  part  of  Europe.  And  I  am  sure  I  do  not  know  a  na- 
tkm  under  heaven,  whose  civil  and  religious  privil^es  are  so 
great,  wheve  every  class  of  dtise&s  have  sudt  advantages, 
and  where  the  ii^ts  cf  men  are  so  wdl  secured.  To  this 
thece  is  but  one  ezoeption,  which  distorts  the  political  fea- 
toiea  of  our  country,  but  with  which  it  ismA  my  business  to 
meddle. 

^^I  dball  mention  only  one  more  national  blessing,  whidb 
we  liave  reeently  experienced.  It  was  only  last  year,  timt 
we  were  tlizeatraed  with  a  calamity  at  home.  We  had  be- 
&ie  us  the  disagreeable  proq>ect  of  a  civil  war.  Our  internal 
peace  seemed  to  be  broken.  Our  troops  were  under  the  ne- 
oesnty  of  Miarching  out,  not  agamst  a  foreign  or  a  savage 
fee^  but  against  our  own  brethren.  But  Providence  inter- 
psiedi  the  iosmrectim  is  suppressed,  and  every  thing  has 
xetumed  to  peace  and  order.  The  gloomy  ckud  which  hung 
over  our  country  is  dispeUed,  and  we  have  had  the  happiness 
rf  seeing  how  promptly  all  classes  of  dtiaens  stepped  forth 
to  lestore  order  and  suppcHi;  the  law.'' 
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DUnCULTIIB  "WITH  BBOABD  TO  BAPTISIC. 

rpHE  histoiy  of  any  haman  mind  is  incomplete  onlesB  H 
X  affords  ns  some  knowledge  of  inward  struggles  in  regard 
to  the  acquisition  of  tmtli  and  the  performance  of  duty. 
One  of  these  crises  occurred  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Alexander, 
while  he  was  president  of  the  coll^ ;  and  we  must  inter- 
rupt the  regular  narrative^  to  give  some  account  of  his  diffi- 
culties respecting  Baptism.  His  own  record  of  this  is  so 
extensive  that  it  mi^t  even  form  a  separate  publication. 
For  our  present  purposes  we  must  endeavour  to  afford  an 
honest  representation  of  the  whole,  in  the  way  partly  of 
abridgment  and  partly  of  extract. 

^^  About  this  time/'  says  he,  probably  indicating  Bc»iie 
part  of  the  years  1797,  1798,  or  1799,  ''I  fell  mto  doubt 
respecting  the  authority  of  in&nt  baptism.  The  origin  of 
these  doubts  was  in  too  rigid  notions  as  to  the  purity  of  the 
church,  with  a  belief  that  receiving  infants  had  a  corruptii^ 
tendency.    I  communicated  my  doubts  very  freely  to  my 
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ioend  Mr.  Lyle^  and  to  Mr.  Speece^  and  fomid  that  they  had 
both  been  troubled  by  the  same.  We  talked  madk  privately 
en  the  subject^  and  often  conversed  with  others  in  hope  of 
getting  some  new  light.  At  length  Mr.  Lyle  and  I  deter- 
mined to  give  np  the  practice  oi  baptizing  infants,  until  we 
should  receive  more  light.  This  determination  we  publicly 
eommmucated  to  our  people,  and  left  them  to  take  such 
measores  as  they  deemed  expedient ;  but  they  seezoed  willr 
ing  to  avrait  the  issue.  We  also  communicated  to  the 
Presbytery  the  state  of  our  minds,  and  left  them  to  do  what 
seemed  good  in  the  case  }  but  as  they  believed  that  we  were 
sincerely  desirous  of  arriving  at  the  truth,  they  took  no  steps, 
and  I  believe  made  no  record. 

'^  Things  remained  in  this  posture  for  more  than  a  year. 
During  this  time  I  read  much  on  both  sides,  and  carried  on 
a  lengthened  correspondence,  particularly  with  Dr.  Hoge. 
Two  considerations  kept  me  back  firom  joining  the  Baptists. 
The  first  was  that  the  universal  prevalence  of  in£sint  baptism, 
as  early  as  the  fourth  and  fifth  centuries,  was  unaccountable 
on  the  supposition  that  no  such  practice  existed  in  the  times 
of  the  apostles.  The  other  was,  that  if  the  Baptists  are 
right,  they  are  the  only  Christian  church  on  earth,  and  all 
other  denominations  are  out  of  the  visible  church.  Besides, 
I  could  not  see  how  they  could  ever  obtain  a  valid  baptism.'' 

Mr.  Speece  was  however  more  precipitate,  and  having 
ocmchided  that  the  Antipedobaptists  were  right,  strongly 
urged  his  friends  to  join  him  in  going  over.  They  endea- 
voured to  retard  his  progress,  but  his  mind  was  naturally  in- 
<£ned  to  peremptory  condusioius,  and  impatient  of  dubiety. 
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One  Snndajrisiomifigy  Hbenkaej  he  we&t  to  «  Baptiitnieet- 
ing,  held  within  two  miles  o£  the  college,  ai^  wtUnrnt  hamig 
given  notice  of  his  intention,  was  there  le-baptizel  by  im^ 
mendon.  On  his  retam  he  aeemed  nmoh  satisfied  with  what 
he  had  done.  The  chnrch  soon  licensed  Inm  to  pieach,  and 
he  began  to  go  about  the  country  with  his  Baptist  brethrat 
^^He  attended  an  AsBOciation  in  Cumberland,  where  he 
preached ;  sc»ne  of  tiie  ministers  iitformed  him  thai  he 
aimed  well,  but  that  if  he  would  do  execution  he  ^must  pot 
to  more  powder/  Thej  gloried  much  in  thdr  aoqmatiim, 
and  the  day  was  ciben  fixed  by  public  rumour  for  my  biq9* 
tism  and  that  of  Mr.  Lyle.  It  was  evident,  however,  that 
Mr.  Speece  was  not  perfectly  happy  in  his  new  oonnectkm  ; 
yet  he  said  nothing. 

^^  I  determined  now,'*  says  he,  '^  to  begin  uiew  the  exam- 
ination of  the  subject,  and  to  follow  the  evidence  which  I 
might  discover,  to  whatever  point  it  might  lead  me/  I  had 
been  too  much  disposed  to  reject  certain  kinds  of  evidence, 
as  tending  to  favour  the  superstitions  of  popery,  but  now  I 
resohred  to  give  to  every  species  of  evidence  and  argument  its 
due  weight,  and  to  abide  by  the  consequences.  Accordingly 
I  applied  my  mind  to  the  subject  with  great  intensity.  One 
night  I  slept  none,  but  spent  the  whole  time  in  pursuing  a 
train  of  reasoning  on  this  subject 

'^  I  b^an  with  the  histoiical  proofs  of  the  early  existence 
of  tills  practice.  At  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  century  in«> 
&nt  baptism  was  undoubtedly  universal  This  is  evident 
fiom  the  frequent  mention  of  the  subject  by  many  writers, 
while  none  can  be  found  who  doubted  of  iti^  lawfulness. 
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mI  mn  would  lead  to  the  denial  of  infant  baptism,  Pelagins 
ngected  with  honox  the  thott^t  of  withholding  baptiflm 
£rom  children,  and  declared  that  he  had  never  known  or 
heard  of  any  heretic  who  denied  it.  The  practice  had  not 
been  brought  in  recently,  or  the  change  would  hare  been 
known  to  such  men  as  Augustioe,  Jerome  and  Pelagius. 

^^  But  we  have  other  testimonies  to  the  univecsality  of 
the  practice.  About  the  middle  of  this  century  a  council 
was  hdd  at  Carthage,  over  which  Cyprian  the  martyr  pre* 
aided.  A  question  was  here  propounded  by  a  presbyter  named 
Fidus,  respecting  the  proper  time  of  administering  this 
aacram^it  to  infiuits.  The  doubt  was,  whether  it  should  be 
deferred  till  the  eighth  day,  as  in  the  case  of  circumcision,  or 
should  be  administered  at  an  earlier  time.  The  opinion  of 
the  council,  consisting  <^  more  than  sixty  bishops,  was  uiiani- 
mous,  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  wait,  but  that  the  ordinance 
im^t  be  administered  at  any  time  after  birth.  Now  when 
an  incidental. question  arises  and  is  discussed,  rebtive  to  the 
baptism  of  infants,  and  there  is  yet  no  intimation  of  any 
doubt  being  entertained  respecting  the  lawfulness  of  the 
thing  itself,  it  famishes  &r  stronger  evidence  that  all  received 
the  practice  without  dissent,  than  if  the  same  council  had 
given  a  unanimous  dedsion  in  favour  of  tl^  practice ;  for 
this  would  have  induced  a  suspicion  that  some  must  have  de- 
nied or  doubted  the  practice,  ih  order  to  make  it  necessary 
that  such  an  opinion  should  be  formally  expressed. 

*<  We  must  go  a  step  further.  Origen  was  bom  and  grew 
op  to  manhood  before  the  close  of  the  second  century,  thou^ 
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he  wrote  and  flourished  in  the  foimei  part  o£  the  third  cen- 
tury. Origen  was  a  man  of  extraordinary  learning,  and 
possessed  a  memory  which  retained  almost  every  thing  he 
ever  acquired.  In  several  places  of  his  writings,  he  men- 
tions infant  baptism^  but  does  not  ^eak  of  it  as  a  new 
thing,  lately  brought  in,  but  declares  that  it  had  been 
handed  down  by  tradition  firom  the  Apostles.  But  if  it  had 
sprung  up  after  the  Apostles'  days,  it  must  have  been  so  near 
to  Origen's  time,  that  he  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  fact. 
A  universal  change  in  a  public  and  interesting  ordinance, 
could  not  have  taken  place  in  a  very  short  time.  Some 
churches,  at  least  for  a  while,  would  have  adhered  to  the 
Apostolic  practice.  Some  discussion  must  have  occurred. 
This  would  have  drawn  attention  to  the  subject ;  and  such  a 
man  as  Origen,  living  as  he  did  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
in  Palestine^  could  not  have  been  ignorant  of  so  great  a 
change  in  the  subjects  of  baptism,  if  it  had  been  introduced 
after  the  death  of  John.  Suppose  that  some  one  in  our  day 
should  pretend  that  infant  baptism  was  not  practised  by  the 
Beformers,  Luther,  Zwingle  and  Calvin.  Though  we  are 
separated  from  them  by  an  interval  the  double  of  that  which 
intervened  between  John  and  Origen,  yet  would  any  learned 
man  now  be  at  a  loss  to  know  the  truth  of  the  facts  in  ques- 
tion ?  If  infant  baptism  arose  and  became  universal  before 
the  time  of  Origen,  or  rather  the  tune  to  which  his  Iniow- 
iedge  extended,  it  must  have  originated  very  near  to  the  times 
of  the  Apostles,  and  its  spread  must  have  been  exceedingly 
rapid,  and  at  the  same  time  marvellously  silent ;  for  in  little 
more  than  half  a  century  it   was  accomplished^  and  yet 
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learned  men,  living  at  the  close  of  that  short  period,  knew 
nothing  of  the  change,  but  ignorantly  supposed  that  the 
piactice  had  been  actoally  derived  £rom  the  Apostles. 

^^  That  this  is  the  gennme  testimony  of  Origen  [and  not 
an  addition  of  Rnfinns]  is  confinned  by  the  state  of  the  &ct 
in  the  days  of  Cyprian,  a  little  after  his  time.  For  the 
Ooandl  of  Carthage,  referred  to  above,  must  have  believed' 
that  the  practice  came  down  from  the  Apostles ;  for  they 
were  (^  opinion  that  bapfcism  came  in  the  roonrof  circum- 
cision ;  as  appears  by  the  letter  of  Cyprian  to  Fidus.  How 
so  great  a  change  could  have  taken  place  without  any  thing 
heang  said  about  it,  or  any  opposition  being  offered,  always 
appeared  to  me  unaccountable.  It  seemed  altogether  reason* 
able  to  think,  that  if  adult  baptism  had  been  the  only  baptism 
practised  by  the  Apostles,  and  by  all  churches  in  the  age  im- 
mediately subsequent  to  their  time,  in  the  many  countries  of 
the  world  over  which  Christianity  had  extended  itself,  it 
would  be  scarcely  possible  that  in  the  short  space  of  three 
or  four  hundred  years,  there  should  not  be  found  a  single 
church  upon  earth  which  adhered  to  the  primitive  practice. 
And  as  to  the  fact  of  the  universal  prevalence  of  infant  bap- 
tism in  Asia,  Africa  and  Europe,  as  early  as  the  time  of 
Augustine,  in  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  century,  even  the 
Baptists  do  not  pretend  to  dispute. 

^'But  we  must  carry  up  the  universal  practice  to  a 
much  earlier  period.  When  the  system  of  Pelagius  was 
charged  vrith  leading  to  the  denial  of  infant  baptism,  he  ut- 
terly rejected  the  consequence,  and  declared,  as  has  been  said 
above,  that  he  had  never  heard  of  any,  even  the  most  darii^ 
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heretic,  who  called  in  qnestion  tl»  propriety  of  iiifiatt  bap- 
t|8m.  Now  if  it  had  been  denied  by  any  part  of  the  church 
within  a  hundred  years  of  his  time^  he  who  traTelled  so 
widely  in  Europe,  Afiica  and  Asia,  and  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  condition  of  those  r^ons,  must  have  known  it. 

^^  I  repeat  it,  such  a  diange  in  the  subjects  of  an  impor- 
tant sacrament,  which  was  the  badge  of  Christian  professioD 
and  the  door  of  entrance  into  the  visible  Church,  could  not 
have  been  made  without  much  discussion.  Opinions  may 
and  often  do  spread  n4;>idly,  without  attracting  much  al^teO" 
tibon,  or  leading  to  much  controversy.  But  this  cannot  be 
the  case  in  regard  to  a  great  religicp9  rite,  performed  in  the 
presence  of  the  church.  Let  us  suppose,  that  some  time 
after  the  decease  of  the  last  Apostle,  some  judaizii^ 
teacher,  not  contented  that  under  the  Christian  dispensatioQ 
tb^^  was  no  place  for  the  in&nts  of  believers,  should  have 
determined  to  extend  to  them  the  ordinance  of  baptism. 
With  converts  from  Judaism  he  might  have  found  it  easy  to 
satisfy  them,  that  as  the  Christian  Church  was  derived  from 
the  Jewish,  and  was  enlarged  in  its  extent  and  privileges,  it 
could  not  be  that  in&nts,  who  had  been  included  in  all  the 
preceding  covenants  of  (}od  with  his  people^  should  ei\)oy  no 
privilege  whatever  in  the  Christian  Church  ;  that  ther^nce 
as  baptism  signified  the  same^  thing  emblematically  as  cir- 
cumcision, and  stood  precisely  in  the  same  place  in  the 
Christian  Church  as  circumcision  in  the  Jewish,  in&nts  ought, 
by  clear  analogy,  to  be  admitted  to  baptism.  Suppose,  I 
lay,  the  person  who  first  introduced  in&nt  baptism,  to  have 
used  this  argument  with  the  Jewiidi  converts.    It  would  not 
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be  Btnprifling  if  he  Bfaoidd  bring  some  of  them  oyer  to  hk 
opinioit  Sappoee  the  practice  to  have  commenced  at  Jenn 
salem  or  Antieteh.  It  ib  a  probkm  worthy  of  consideration 
by  Antipedobaptistd^  how  long  it  wonld  have  taken  to  extend 
the  practice  thronghont  aU  the  churches  in  the  whole  world. 
Goold  it  without  a  miracle  have  been  accomjdished  in  one 
century  ?  And  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  more  rapid 
the  progress,  the  greater  the  exertion  demanded.  If  the 
diange  went  on  gradually,  without  oxertion,  the  prepress 
must  have  been  dow,  and  a  change  so  universal  could  not 
have  tdcen  place  in  one  or  even  in  two  centuries.  But  if 
the  advocates  fcft  ittfont  baptism  were  very  zealous  and  made 
use  of  great  eff(»is  to  introduce  the  practice,  there  must  have 
been  a  great  running  to  and  £h>,  many  discourses  delivered, 
and  many  writings  circulated.  Surely  a  change  wrought  in 
this  way  woald  have  left  its  impression  upon  the  literature 
and  history  of  the  age.  How  then  does  it  happen,  that  not 
a  reetige  of  these  aiguments  and  endeavours,  nor  any  notice 
of  ihem  should  have  come  down — T  do  not  say  to  our  times 
— ^bot  even  to  the  times  of  Origen,  less  than  a  hundred  years 
after  the  practice  commenced  ? 

^  But  even  supposing  it  possible  that  all  documents  re^ 
kiting  to  this  tmiverBal  change  should  have  been  irrecover- 
atdy  lo8t,  00  that  not  the  least  hint  of  any  author  remains 
concerning  it,  is  it  not  a  marvellous  thing  that  among  so 
great  a  multitude  rfchnrches,  planted  by  the  Apostles  and 
mtmsted  to  ^imt  disciples  and  immediate  successors,  not 
one  should  adhere  to  what  tiiey  must  have  kacrtm  was  the 
vaiSum  practice  of  the  Apostles  f    If  the  innovation  was 
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began  at  Jarasalem,  and  was  received  by  tbe  chinches  in 
Jndea,  can  any  one  bring  himself  to  belieyey  when  some 
advocate  of  the  new  practioe  came  to  Antioch,  wheie  Igna* 
tins  was  bishop^  or  to  Smyrna,  where  Pcdycarp  presided,  or 
to  Borne  where  Clement,  the  companion  of  Panl,  had  his 
residence,  that  such  a  novelty  would  receive  no  Of^osition 
from  these  Apostolic  men  ?  Would  they  not  have  been  as 
staunch  for  confining  baptism  to  believers,  as. the  Biq>ti8t 
chuiches  now  would  be,  if  any  should  seek  to  persuade  them 
to  baptise  their  children  ?  And  with  much  moie  reason ; 
for  they  could  say  to  the  innovator,  ^  However  plausibly  you 
may  aigue  in  the  way  of  analogy,  we  know  that  the  unifoim 
practice  of  all  the  Apostles  was  different,  and  that  in  all  tbe 
churches  planted  by  them  and  their  coadjutors,  there  never 
was  an  in&nt  baptized.  We  have  conversed  with  the  Apos- 
tles, were  instructed  by  them,  and  have  laboured  with  them, 
and  can  testify  to  all  the  churches  that  what  is  now  at- 
tempted to  be  introduced  is  an  innovation,  unsanctioned  by 
Apostolic  precept  or  piiactioe/  And  as  sudi  oppositicm 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  made  by  those  holy  men, 
would  it  not  have  had  influenoe  to  retard  the  progress  of  the 
error? 

''  It  will  manifestly  not  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  oase 
to  fix  the  introduction  of  in&nt  baptism  so  near  to  the  days 
of  the  Aposties.  We  must  come  lower  down  in  the  second 
century.  Let  us  then  place  the  c(»nmenoement  of  the  prac- 
tice in  the  latter  part  of  this  century.  And  as  this  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  the  hypothesis,  so  it 
is  oonvenient  on  another  account.    Tertullian,  the  only  jnan 
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of  antiquity  who  has  uttered  a  word  un&yonrable  to  the 
mstittttion,  lived  about  this  time.  Indeed,  if  the  usage  was 
not  Apostolic,  it  must  have  been  introduced  in  the  later  part 
of  the  second  century.  Earlier  it  could  not  be,  for  reasons 
which  are  incontrovertible ;  later  it  could  not  be,  for  we 
find  it  soon  afterwards  so  firmly  established  and  so  univer^ 
sally  practised,  that  such  men  as  Origen  and  Cyprian  had 
no  knowledge  of  its  being  an  innovation,  but  believed  that  it 
had  been  derived  firom  the  Apostles. 

"  When  I  first  read  Tertullian's  testimony,  this  hypo- 
thesis appeared  very  plausible ;  for  it  has  been  pertinently 
asked,  how  can  it  be  supposed  that  such  a  man  as  Tertul- 
Him  would  oppose  infant  baptism,  if  it  had  been  universally 
practised  fix>m  the  time  of  the  Apostles?  But  if  the 
practice  was  just  beginning  to  prevail,  nothing  would  be 
more  likely  than  that  this  learned  but  austere  man  should 
set  his  &ce  against  it,  and  dissuade  from  the  practice. 
Whatever  may  be  doubtful,  one  thing  is  certain,  namely, 
that  it  was  customary  at  this  time  to  bring  young  in&nts  to 
baptism,  and  that  for  certain  reasons  which  he  assigns,  Ter- 
tullian  dissuaded  from  the  practice.  But  when  the  whole 
passage  is  impartially  considered,  it  makes  very  little  in 
fitvour  of  the  opinion  that  in&nt  baptism  was  a  new  thing, 
an  innovation  just  commencing.  K  this  had  been  the  fact, 
it  would  undoubtedly  have  suited  his  purpose  to  mention  it. 
But  TertuHian  had  evidently  adopted  the  opinion  afterwards 
conent,  that  sins  committed  after  baptism  could  not  easily 
be  pardoned.  This  led  many,  among  whom  was  the  Em- 
peror Constantine,  to  defer  their  baptism  until  the  near 
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Approach  of  death.  TertuUiam  did  not  coo^ae  bia  diiina- 
moDS  to  infELSLtSj  bat  extended  them  to  yonng  peiaona  gen- 
eially,  and  to  widows ;  which  shows  that  his  objection  did 
not  arise  from  the  circumstance  of  infEmcy,  but  firom  the 
consideration  stated. before.  From  all  that  is  said  by  the 
early  fathers  concerning  infant  baptism,  I  diew  the  conolu- 
iion  that  it  had  been  generally  practised  without  any  dispute 
haying  ever  arisen  respecting  it.  And  it  is  certain  that  it 
must  have  been  common  before  the  time  o{  Origen  and  Ter- 
tullian  ;  for  it  could  not  have  become  general  between  that 
time  and  the  time  of  Augustine  without  having  been  known ; 
since  that  is  a  period  of  history  in  which  we  have  many 
writers  and  much  more  detailed  information  respecting  the 
a&irs  and  customs  of  the  Christian  church  than  in  the  pre- 
ceding period  between  the  Apostles  and  the  beginning  of  the 
third  century.  And  that  this  practice  did  prevail  in  that 
earlier  period  may  be  gathered  from  the  testimonies  of  Jus- 
tin Martyr  and  Irensdus. 

^^Here  then  it  appeared  that  infant  baptism  could  be 
traced  up  to  a  period  bordering  on  the  Apostolio  age.  How 
could  this  be  accounted  for  on  the  principles  of  the  Bap- 
tists ?  Gould  it  have  crept  in  and  become  universal  within 
a  few  years  after  the  Apostles  ?  Here  I  was  broi^ht  to  a 
stand,  and  though  I  had  laid  it  down  as  a  principle  bom 
which  I  would  not  depart,  to  receive  no  doctrine  or  practice 
for  which  there  appeared  no  foundation  in  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures, I  had  come  to  a  state  of  mind  in  which  it  appeared 
much  more  probable  that  it  had  its  origin  with  the  Apostles 
than  that  it  had  been  privily  brought  in  afierwwxls.    I  was 
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prepixed,  therefore,  to  examine  the  Scriptwres  tvUhoui  any 
bias  against  Ihe  doctrine.  I  could  not  but  bdieve  that  if 
the  Apoetles  had  sanctioiied  the  practice,  some  vestiges  of  it 
would  be  discernible  in  the  New  Testament.  For,  taking 
my  stand  at  the  period  when  all  acknowledge  it  to  have  be- 
come universal,  I  had  to  admit  that  so  far  as  relates  to  his- 
torical probability  there  was  much  more  likelihood  that 
silently  and  without  dispute  it  should  have  descended  from 
the  Apostles,  than  that  it  should  have  come  in  and  gained  a 
universal  prevalence  in  opposition  to  the  practice  of  the 
Apostles.  All  the  &cts  are  in  accordance  with  the  former 
supposition  ;  all  are  unaccountable  upon  the  latter. 

^^  I  asked  myself  whether  there  was  any  thing  in  Scrip- 
ture which  had  an  analogy  with  in&nt  baptism.  The  right  of 
circumcision  immediately  occurred  to  my  mind,  as  bearing  at 
least  some  resemblance  to  it.  I  had  been  wont  to  consider 
the  argument  founded  on  the  assumption  that  baptism  suc- 
ceeded in  the  place  of  circuq^icision  as  weak  and  inconclu- 
sive, for  it  seemed  to  involve  a  begging  of  the  question.  But 
I  was  willing  to  examine  bow  far  the  analogy  between  the 
two  institutions  extended.  And  the  more  I  considered  the 
subject  the  stronger  did  this  analogy  in  the  main  points 
appear.  Circumcision,  as  well  as  baptism,  was  a  religious 
rite  'instituted  by  Gtxi  himself.  Circumcision  had  an  em^ 
blematical  or  mystical  signification ;  it  evidently  represented 
the  regeneration  of  the  heart ;  and  here  the  import  of  the 
two  rites  appeared  to  be  not  only  similar  but  identical ;  for 
all  admitted  that  baptism  sets  forth  emblematically  the^ 
washing  away  of  sin.    Then  as  to  the  subjects  of  the  two 
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mrdinances^  both,  in  the  case  of  adults,  required  fiiith  in  the 
recipient.  Paul  asserts  that  Abraham  received  the  sign  of 
circumcision,  a  seal  of  the  fiuth  which  he  had  yet  l>eing  un- 
circumcised.  If  a  stranger  wished  to  join  the  Israelitish 
church,  he  was  required  to  be  circumcised,  and  in  order  to 
this  he  must  profess  his  &ith  in  Jehovah,  the  Qod  of  Israel, 
and  avow  a  resolution  to  comply  with  all  the  precepts  of 
the  Mosaic  law ;  just  as  the  adult  heathen,  when  he  applied 
for  baptism,  was  required  to  profess  his  faith  in  Jesus  Christ, 
and  to  promise  obedience  to  his  commands.  Circumcision 
was  the  regular  entrance  into  the  Israelitish  community,  as 
baptism  into  the  Christian  church.  From  a  view  of  these 
points  of  resemblance,  one  inference  was  clear,  namely,  that 
all  the  ridicule  cast  upon  infant  baptism  is  misplaced,  be- 
cause the  very  same  mi^t  be  cast  on  circumcision,  of  whidi 
the  infeint  could  know  as  little  as  of  baptism.  Again,  the 
Jews  esteemed  circumcision  a  great  privilege,  and  Paul  ad- 
mits that  it  was  every  way  profitable.  Now  if  there  is 
nothing  come  in  its  place,  then  are  the  privileges  of  the 
Christian  less  than  those  of  the  Jew ;  but  Paul  teaches  that 
the  Gk)spel  dispensation  is  by  far  the  more  glorious. 

^^  About  this  time  a  friend  lent  me  a  volume  of  Dr.  Ham- 
mond's Works,  in  which  I  found  a  treatise  on  Infant  Bap- 
tism. This  presented  the  subject  in  a  new  light.  The 
author,  making  little  use  of  the  common  arguments,  under- 
takes to  derive  the  doctrine  from  two  sources,  neither  of 
which  is  in  the  Bible,  but  which  both  serve  to  illustrate 
what  is  there.  The  first  of  these  is  Jewish  Proselyte  Bap- 
tinn,  the  second  is  the  practice  of  the  primitive  church. 
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Not  haying  lead  this  treatise  for  nearly  half  a  century,  I 
cannot  pretend  to  state  the  author^s  reasonings ;  but  I  will 
give  my  own  views  of  the  arguments  derived  from  these 
aoorces. 

^  When  a  law  is  given  to  any  people,  a  knowledge  of 
certain  conmion  and  notorious  things  is  presumed  by  the 
legislator ;  for  to  enter  into  a  minute  description  of  every 
dicumstance  would  be  tedious  and  cumbersome.  A  law  of 
this  State  of  New  Jersey  inflicts  a  heavy  pecuniary  mulct  on 
one  who  is  engaged  in  'giU-fishing/  but  does  not  define  what 
sort  of  fishing  this  is.  If  it  should  be  necessary,  in  some 
other  country,  to  interpret  this  law,  it  would  be  requiate  to 
refer  to  such  documents  as  would  show  what  was  commonly 
understood  by  the  term ;  and  without  such  explanations  the 
law  would  be  unintelligible.  So  in  England,  there  are  laws 
against  poaching,  but  to  a  common  reader  in  this  country, 
where  no  such  ofi^ce  does  or  can  take  place,  explanation  is 
indispensable.  Many  canons  of  the  church  can  be  understood 
only  by  a  reference  to  the  history  of  the  times.  If  a  law 
should  be  found  in  the  Jewish  code,  directing  proselytes  from 
the  heathen  to  be  circumcised  before  admission  to  the  privi- 
l^es  of  the  Israelitish  church,  one  unacquainted  with  the 
Mosaic  institutions  would  be  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  this 
included  in&nts ;  but  if  he  should  turn  to  the  seventeenth 
chapter  of  Genesis  he  would  see  at  once  that  infants  as  well 
as  adults  were  intended.  Here  then  the  question  arises, 
whether  any  custom  existed  among  the  Jews  in  our  Saviour's 
time,  which  would  enable  them  to  determine  to  whom  bap- 
tism was   to  be  administered,  under  the  command,   ^Gk), 
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proeelyte  all  nations,  baptizing  thdm,'  If  the  command  had 
been,  '  Go,  circomcise  all  nations/  the  oase  would  be  dear ; 
bat  had  the  Jews  been  acquainted  with  the  rite  of  baptism  ? 
I  am  aware  that  Dr.  Owen,  Dr.  Gill  and  Dr.  Jennings,  with 
others,  deny  that  any  such  practice  existed  anK)ng  the  Jews, 
previously  to  the  time  of  our  Lord.  But  after  wdghing  the 
CFidence  exliibited  by  Lightfoot,  Selden,  Hammond,  Wall, 
and  other  writers  profoundly  versed  in  Hebrew  antiquitieB,  I 
am  fully  convinced  that  the  rite  of  baptism  was  not  a  novelty 
among  the  Jews,  when  John  began  his  ministry.  If  the 
rite  had  never  been  known  before,  it  would  have  been  neces- 
sary to  explain  minutely  what  the  nature  of  the  ceremony 
was,  and  not  merely  to  designate  it  by  a  single  word.  When 
certain  priests  and  Levites  were  sent  ftom  the  Sanhedrim  to 
John,  to  inquire  who  he  was,  there  was  no  question  about 
the  rite  itself,  which  would  naturally  have  been  the  object  of 
inquiry  if  they  had  never  heard  of  it  bef<»e ;  whereas  the 
only  query  was  about  his  authority  to  administer  it  '  If 
thou  art  not  the  Messiah,  Elias,  or  that  prophet,  why  bap- 
tizest  thou  ? '  The  testimony  against  proselyte  baptism  is 
purely  n^ative,  and  may  all  be  summed  up  in  a  single  sen- 
tence. The  practice  is  never  mentioned  by  Philo  or  Jo- 
sephus,  Jewish  writers  who  lived  nearest  to  the  time  ol 
Christ,  nor  by  any  other  writer  until  the  Talmud  was 
written,  two  centuries  or  more  after  the  Christian  era.  To 
this  it  may  be  answered,  that  mere  negative  testimony  is  in 
any  case  of  very  little  weight,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that 
the  witnesses  had  occasion  to  mention  the  fact  if  it  had  ex- 
isted.  Again,  when  any  practice  is  <mce  ftdly  established  and 
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IWmilmr  to  all,  thero-  is  seldom  any  mention  of  it  jbg^writeBB 
sacred  or  pro&ne.  When  any  discussion  of  it  anses,  then  of 
course  it  is  frequently  referred  to.  After  the  IsraeUteifsi  w«t 
folly  settled  in  Canaan,  we  hear  nothing  of  circumcision  fer 
oenturieSy  while  aU  admit  that  it  was  universally  practised. 
From  the  creation  till  the  time  of  Moses  we  have  no  distinct 
mention  of  the  Sabbath,  and  yet  we  know  that  from  the  be- 
ginning God  blessed  the  Sabbath  day  and  hallowed  it.  There 
is  nothing  said  in  the  New  Testament  about  the  admission 
of  proselytes  to  the  Jewish  religion  from  the  heathen ;  and 
,  j^though  Josephus  mentions  many  who  were  proselyted,  he 
enters  into  no  description  of  the  ceremonieep  observed  at  the 
admission  g£  such.  The  traditionary  laws  of  the  Jews, 
giving  a  minute  account  of  all  the  rites  and  ceremonies  (^ 
the  temple-service,  were  committed  to  writing  in  the  Talmud. 
Here  we  have  the  most  full  and  particular  testimony  con- 
oeming  the  ceremonies  observed  in  making  proselytes.  Mai- 
monides,  one  of  the  most  learned  of  the  Jewish  rabbins,  has 
given  us  a  minute  account  of  proselyte  baptism/'^ 

In  detailing  the  arguments  which  influenced  his  ccmdu- 
sbn  on  this  important  pointy  Mr.  Alexander  proceeds  to 
consider  the  traces  of  in&nt  baptism  in  the  New  Testament. 
But  it  would  be  unjust  to  give  the  reasoning  in  aluridgment 
or  extract.  On  another  part  of  the  subject  he  proceeds  as 
follows:     . 

''As  to  the  mode  of  baptism,  I  hold  it  to  be  a  dispute 

*  Hie  extended  eitetion  of  Jewish  anthoritiefl  and  ChiiBtian  fathers, 
wUeh  IbUowa  in  the  maanBoripti  oaonat  be  brought  within  the  Jnet  limite 
efthie  memoir. 
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about  a  very  irivial  matter.  The  mete  mode  of  applying 
mtetf  when  used  emUematically  and  sacramentally,  cannot 
be  an  a£Bur  of  veiy  serious  importance,  unless,  indeed,  the 
very  mode  of  application  be  emblematical  Thus  in  the 
Lord's  Supper,  it  is  <^  no  ccmsequence  whether  the  bread  is 
of  wheat  or  barley,  leavened  or  unleavened,  but  it  is  of  im- 
portance that  the  bread  be  broken,  because  that  action  d 
breaking  the  bread  is  emblematical  of  the  breaking  of 
Christ's  body,  and  cannot  with  propriety  be  omitted,  as  it  is 
by  the  Bomanists,  who  place  an  unbroken  wafer  on.  4}ie. 
tongue  of  the  communicant.  K  immersion  in  water  is  thU^ 
in  the  sacrameftt  which  is  significant,  then  this  action  or 
mode,  and  no  other,  should  be  used.  The  Baptists  have 
therefore  endeavoured  to  prove  that  baptism  was  intended  to 
signify  and  represent  the  burial  and  resurrection  of  Jesus 
Christ,  as  a  primary  object,  and  then  our  death  unto  sin,  and 
the  like.  But  this  is  not  the  idea  set  forth  in  the  Scriptures. 
They  never  speak  of  baptism  as  being  a  commemorative  or- 
dinance, like  the  Lord's  Supper.  They  never  represent  the 
thing  signified  as  being  the  burial  and  resurrection  of  Christ 
It  does  indeed  signify  our  spiritual  burial  and  resurrection ; 
that  is  to  say,  it  signifies  the  washing  of  the  soul  from  the 
impurities  of  sin.  Baptism  is  every  where  represented  in 
connection  with  the  remission  of  sins. 

"  If  now  it  could  be  demonstrated  that  John  baptized 
by  a  total  immersion  of  the  body,  and  that  the  Apostles  did 
likewise,  we  should  be  no  more  oUiged  to  use  this  mode, 
than  to  use  unleavened  bread  at  the  Lord's  Supper ;  being 
sure,  nevertheless,  that  no  other  kind  of  bread  could  have 
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tetti  eaten  at  the  Paasoyer.  We  are  no  move  bound  to 
feUow  this  mode  tiian  the  modeof  lediningon  oooches  at  the 
Lord's  taUe  ;  the  latter  being  as  important  a  mode  as  the 
ouumer  <^  applying  water  to  the  bodj ;  onless,  as  I  said 
befixe,  ibe  thing  intended  to  be  signified  or  represented  in 
baptism,  is  held  forth  by  the  very  action  or  mode  of  im- 
mersion, which  can  never  be  proved.  We  are  at  liberty,  there- 
five,  to  depart  from  what  we  know  was  an  original  mode, 
piovided  that  mode  was  only  incidental  and  onoonnected 
inHk  the  essential  meaning  of  the  sacrament. 

''  Bat  we  have  conceded  too  much.  So  fiu:  is  it  from 
bong  trae,  that  all  baptisms  mentioned  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment were  by  a  total  immersion  of  the  body,  it  cannot  be 
proved  that  this  was  the  mode  in  a  single  instance."  Here 
follows  an  argmnent  on  this  head,  which  would  not  &11 
within  our  plan. 

By  this  process  of  diligent  inquiry  his  mind  was  at 
length  brought  to  peace  upon  a  subject  which  had  given  him 
great  distress  for  as  much,  it  is  believed,  as  two  years.  He 
quietly  resumed  the  practice  of  the  church,  in  which  he 
was  joined  by  his  friend  and  relative  Mr.  Lyle.  And  after  a 
abort  time  Mr.  Speece  returned  to  the  bosom  of  the  church, 
of  whicbi  he  remained  for  many  years  an  ornament. 

It  is  not  without  entertainment  that  we  read  the  account 
of  these  events  in  the  '^  ffistoiy  of  the  Bise  and  Progress  of 
the  Baptists  in  Virginia,"  by  the  Bev.  Bobert  B.  Semple. 
He  is  speaking  (^  the  Middle  District  Association. 

''  The  sessions  were  as  usual,  until  October,  1800,  when 
diey  met    at    TarwaDet   Meeting-House,  in    Oumberland 
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Obimtj.  This  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  most  on- 
pkasmty  and,  indeed,  confused  meetings,  that  the  Associa- 
tion had  ever  witnessed*  The  oonseqnences  did  not  subside 
£»  sereitl  years,  as  we  shall  presently  show.  It  was  at  this 
sesalcni  that  Mr.  Ooniad  Speeoe  (now  a  Presbytorian 
preacher),  wiio  had  been  baptised  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
by  elder  James  Saunders,  was  introduced  as  a  Baptist 
jMreacher,  and  was  found,  both  in  the  pulpit  and  private  con- 
ferenoe,  agreeable  and  clever.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable 
learning,  having  be^i  educated  for  a  Presbyterian  preacher. 
By  reading  some  treatise  on  believers'  baptism,  as  'tis  said, 
he  became  convinced  of  the  impropriety  of  infismt  boptiam.^ 
After  some  time  devoted  to  the  study  of  the  subject,  he  of« 
texei,  himself  as  a  candidate  for  iM^tism,  and  was  aooordU 
ingly  baptized  hj  Mr.  Saunders.  Soon  aft^  this  Associap* 
tion,  he  professed  to  be  again  convinced  of  the  validity  of 
infont  sprinkling,  and  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Saunders,  to 
that  effect.  He  rejoined  the  Presbyterians,  and  has  since 
continued  with  them.  Of  his  motives  it  is  difficult  to  judge. 
By  some  it  was  said  that  he  was  disgusted  with  the  turbulent 
proceedings  of  the  Assooiati<m  at  this  session ;  by  othets^ 
that  Mr.  Speece  was  much  disappointed  on  finding  thai 
Baptist  preadiers  received  little  or  no  compensation  for 
their  ministerial  services.  It  is,  perhaps,  more  probaUe,  that 
he  found  the  generol  tenor  of  the  manners  and  customs  of 
the  Baptists  quite  different  from  his  own  and  those  df  Us 
former  associate&  Finding  his  temper  soured  at  the  loss  of 
society  to  whidi  his  habits  were  assimilated,  and  not  able  at 
once  to  accommodate  himself  to  that  into  which  he  had  now 
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ftlien,  he  was  the  toon  easily  pemmded  (ji  the  troth  oil 
principles,  whioh  but  a  few  months  prerionfily  he  had  v»» 
nonnced  as  enoneoos  and  fiilse.  It  has  sometimes  been  made 
a  question  in  private  companies,  whether  it  would  not  ha^e 
been  more  wise,  on  this  occasion,  to  have  separated  baptism 
and  church  membership.  There  were  at  this  time  eeveral 
<4her  emineiU  Presbyterian  preachere^  halting  between 
two  opiniona.  It  was  thought  thej  were  perfectly  per- 
snaded  of  the  impropriety  of  in&nt  baptism,  and  therefore 
did  not  for  many  years  baptize  a  single  child,  but  were 
averse  to  joining  the  Baptists,  or,  however,  from  some  cause, 
did  not  do  it.  Now,  say  some,  had  one  or  more  of  these 
been  baptized,  without  requiring  them  to  become  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  he  could  have  baptized  the  rest,  and 
they  might  have  formed  a  society  to  themselves,  in  which 
the  ordinances  would  have  been  preserved  pure,  although 
their  church  government  and  general  manners  would  have 
been  different  from  the  other  Baptists.  These  suggestions 
were  wholly  speculative ;  one  thing  however  is  certain,  that 
when  Mr.  Speece  deserted  the  Baptists,  the  scruples  of  all  the 
others  were  quicUy  removed,  and  they  resumed  the  absurd 
I»sctice  of  sprinkling  children.  Of  Speece  we  must  say,  we 
wish  that  he  had  either  never  submited  to  baptism,  or  that, 
being  baptized,  he  had  not  again  turned  away."  pp.  197, 
198. 

The  femily  of  Dr.  Alexander  have  repeatedly  heard  him 
speak  of  a  long  journey  of  exploration  which  he  made 
during  these  years  into  what  is  now  the  State  of  Ohio.  He 
travelled  on  horseback,  with  a  mounted  and  armed  servant 
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But  we  can  tom  to  no  living  person  who  can  giVe  ns  the 
date.  We  remember  hk  ev^ng  stcnieB  about  hk  meeting 
a  bear  at  night,  and  his  coming  suddenly  on  a  camp  of 
hunters  who  were  rejoicing  over  great  spoil  And  he  has 
often  been  heard  to  say,  that  in  Chilicothe,  which  is  now  a 
city,  the  best  room  in  the  best  house,  at  the  time  of  his 
visit,  had  the  stump  of  a  tree  remaining  in  its  earthrai  floor. 
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SMOHATI<nf  OF  FBRSIDIRTBHIP — JOITRHIT  VORTHWABD-— DB.  WADDU 
— AMOB  THOMFSOK — VBBEIIAH  THS  FAKATIO — FHILABIIPHIA — TOL 
QWmMkJ,  ASSBMBLT—PBOrOEIOlf^nXW-TOBK — SENXBiJ.  ASSOOLLTIOV 
OF  OOinVSOnOUT — ^HABTFOBD — ^DB.  BTBONG — ^NXWPOBT — ^DB.  HOFKZW 
AHD  DB.  PATIOir— DB.  EMM 09B. 

AFTEB  remaining  at  Hampden  Sidney  until  the  spring 
of  the  year  1801,  Mr.  Alexander  resigned  his  office  as 
president,  and  resigned  his  pastoral  charge.  His  motive  was 
twofold  ;  first,  the  restoration  of  his  health,  which  had  been 
impaired  by  several  severe  attacks  of  Hhiess,  and  a  desire  to 
visit  New  England,  which  he  had  long  cherished.  The  col- 
lege was  committed  to  the  care  of  Messrs.  John  H.  Bice, 
William  8.  Beid,  now  the  Bev.  Dr.  Beid  of  Lynchburg,  and 
Andrew  Shannon.  An  expectation  prevailed  among  most 
of  the  people  that  he  wonld  return  after  a  few  months  to 
resume  his  post,  and  hence  no  efforts  were  made  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  Indeed,  he  was  assured  by  the  Trustees  of  the 
ocdlege,  and  the  elders  of  the  churehes,  that  they  would 
j^hidly  receive  him  after  the  temporary  absence.    He  re» 
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solved,  however^  to  fetter  himself  by  no  engag^nents,  so  that 
he  might  be  free  to  accept  any  sitoation  of  greater  useM- 
ness  which  might  be  presented.  He  was  chosen  by  the 
Hanover  Presbytery  as  a  commissioner  to  the  approaching 
General  Assembly. 

Travelling  on  horseback,  and  at  a  time  when  bank-notes 
were  little  in  use,  he  carried  his  money  in  his  saddle-bags. 
The  first  night  after  leaving  home^  in  the  county  of  Cum- 
berland, he  was  robbed,  by  some  one  who  cut  the  leather 
containing  his  little  store.  On  the  day  after  leaving  this 
place,  he  was  seized  with  so  violent  a  chill,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  turn  into  a  house  not  £sir  from  the  road,  and  seek 
permission  to  lie  down.  Pursuing  his  journey,  he  is  led  to 
observe,  that  the  whole  course  of  a  man's  life  may  depend  on 
a  determination  which  he  makes  from  motives  of  very  little 
weight.  For  he  hesitated  for  some  time  whether  he  shoidd 
go  the  upper  road,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Waddel's,  or  the  low^ 
road,  by  the  Bev.  John  Todd's,  who  had  requested  him  to 
attend  the  communion  of  their  church.  His  prefer^ce  of 
tiie  former  led  to  one  of  the  most  important  events  of  Us 
life. 

The  Bev.  Dr.  James  Waddel,  celebrated  as  the  Bliiid 
Preacher  of  Wirt's  British  Spy,  was  now  in  old  age  reading 
on  his  estate,  at  the  junction  of  the  three  oounties  of  Louisa^ 
Orange  and  Albemarle;  his  dwelling  being  in  the  first 
named  of  these.  He  was  bom  in  Irdand,  in  1739,  and  was 
educated  in  Pennsylvania,  under  the  care  <^  the  Bev.  Dr. 
Finley,  afterwards  president  of  New  Jersey  Ccdkge.  He 
was  licensed  as  a  probati(m6r  by  the  Presbytery  of  Haaorer, 
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in  1^61,  and  in  the  same  yettr  reoeited  calk  from  fiye  con- 
gregations at  onoe  ;  none  of  which  he  accepted.  In  1762, 
he  became  pastor  of  the  chnxchee  of  Lancast^  and 
Northumberland^  lying  between  the  great  rivers  Potomac 
and  Rappahannock.  Here  he  wotdd  cheerfully  have  spent 
his  Hfe,  amidst  extraordinary  us^blness,  and  in  the  bosom 
of  a  lovmg  people,  but  for  the  ill  effects  of  the  climate. 
About  the  year  1775,  mih  a  constitution  almost  ruined,  he 
accepted  a  second  call  to  the  church  of  Tinkling  Sprii^,  in 
Augusta.  The  last  earthly  removal  of  Dr.  Waddel  was  to 
an  estate  called  Hopewell,  on  the  other  side  of  the  mountain. 
It  was  here  that  Mr.  Alexander  was  about  to  visit  him. 

Dr.  Waddel  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  clergymen 
of  his  time.  To  great  learning,  he  added  an  doquence  so  re- 
markable, that  the  traditionary  accounts  of  it  seem  almost 
fabulous.  It  was  of  that  sort  ^^ch  electrifies  whole  assem- 
hBes,  transfening  to  them  the  speaker's  passion,  at  his  will ; 
a  species,  we  must  own,  which  has  prevailed  very  much  at 
the  South.  Under  his  preaching,  audiences  were  moved 
flbuultaneously  and  irresistibly,  as  the  trees  of  the  wood  are 
shaken  by  a  tempest.  Especially  was  his  power  great,  in  so 
pointing  his  sacred  scenes  as  to  bring  the  hearer  into  the 
very  presence  of  the  object.  When  he  rose  in  soomftd 
argument,  it  was  like  a  sweqnng  torrent,  which  cairiee 
every  thing  hetm  it.  He  died  on  the  17th  of  September, 
1806.  Daring  some  years  of  his  life,  he  was  afflicted  with 
himdnesB.  A  cataract  sdzed  first  one  eye,  and  then  tlw 
other,  leaving  him  in  total  darkness.  By  means  of  the 
operation  of  oouching,  he  recovered  the  sight  of  one  ^e. 
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Daring  thiB  great  priTati<»^  he  gtill  letained  his  ardent 
thiiBt  for  knowledge^  and  caused  many  volnmieB,  some  of 
which  were  in  the  Latin  tongue,  to  be  read  to  him  bj  his 
daughter  Janetta,  whose  name  now  becomes  connected,  with 
our  narratiye. 

Mr.  Alexander  had  seen  this  young  lady  before,  in  vistts 
which  he  had  made  at  Hopewell,  the  residence  of  Dr.  Wad* 
del  Her  beauty  had  struck  him,  but  the  impression  was 
transient.  When  he  now  saw  her  again,  waiting  with  filial 
piety  on  her  venerable  &ther,  and  during  a  sojourn  of  several 
days  learned  more  fully  the  excellencies  of  her  character,  he 
determined  to  seek  her  hand,  and  bemg  accepted,  proceeded 
on  his  journey  with  a  pleasing  obligation  to  return  ;  thou^ 
as  he  says,  his  resolution  had  been  to  go  to  the  North 
untrammelled. 

'^  While  I  remained  here,''  so  says  the  narrative,  ^^a 
dergyman  came  to  the  house,  of  whom  I  had  often  heard, 
though  I  had  never  seen  him.  The  Bev.  Amos  Thompson, 
who  had  long  resided  in  Loudon  Oounty,  "Virginia,  was  a 
man  of  gigantic  frame,  but  not  in  the  least  inclined  to  cor- 
pulency. His  bodily  strength  was  prodigious,  sevenilprooft  of 
which  I  had  from  himself  He  came  to  the  northern  part 
of  Virginia,  before  the  Bevolutionary  War ;  and  before  his 
arrival,  the  Baptists  were  the  only  dissenters  in  that  part  of 
the  country.  Old  Father  Thomas,  one  of  their  leading  preach- 
ers, and  a  man  of  many  oddities,  had  been  threatened  with 
personal  violence  by  a  set  of  pro&ne  and  lawless  men,  if  he 
diould  ever  show  his  face  in  a  certain  pulpit,  where  he  had 
preached  for  some  time.    The  old  man  took  a  journey  l>f 
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twenty  or  thirty  miles,  to  obtain  the  presence  of  Amos 
Thompson  at  the  aforesaid  place.  Thompson,  being  fearless 
and  fond  of  adventure,  at  once  agreed  to  go  and  preach  for 
him.  When  they  arrived,  a  great  multitude  had  assembled, 
some  to  hear  the  preacher,  and  some  to  see  the  sport,  for 
the  ruffians  had  sworn  that  they  would  beat  old  Thomas. 
While  Mr.  Thompson  was  at  prayer,  a  company  armed  with 
bludgeons  entered  the  house,  and  took  their  position  just 
before  the  pulpit ;  but  when  they  saw  the  brawny  arm  and 
undaunted  appearance  of  the  preacher,  they  became  alarmed, 
and  permitted  the  service  to  go  on  to  its  conclusion.  I 
ought  to  have  stated,  that  at  the  close  of  his  discourse,  Mr. 
Thompson  addressed  himself  directly  to  these  men,  and  ex- 
postulated with  them  on  the  unlawfulness  of  their  proceed- 
ings ;  assuring  them,  that  Mr.  Thomas,  though  a  dissenter, 
was  under  the  protection  of  the  law,  and  that  if  a  finger 
should  be  raised  against  him,  the  law  should  be  put  in  foroe, 
for  that  he  would  spend  all  the  little  property  he  possessed 
in  seeing  that  justice  was  done.  He  concluded  by  saying, 
that  although  he  was  a  preacher,  and  a  man  of  peace,  he 
held  it  to  be  right,  when  attacked,  to  defend  himself,  which 
he  was  ready  and  able  to  do.  When  the  meeting  was  ended, 
he  went  out  of  the  house  and  inquired  for  the  captain  of  the 
band.  Being  led  to  the  spot  where  they  were  collected,  he 
approached  this  man,  and  asked  him  to  go  aside  with  him. 
A  stout,  bold-looking  man  walked  off  with  him  towards  the 
wood,  on  entering  which  he  appeared  to  be  panic-strud^ 
stopped,  and  raised  his  club.  Thompson  said,  ^  Fie,  man^ 
what  can  you  do  with  that  ? '  and  in  a  moment  wrested  it 
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out  of  his  hand,  adding  that-  he  intended  no  yidence,  but 
that  if  so  disposed,  he  conld  hnrl  him  to  the  earth  in  a  mo- 
ment. The  ruffian  was  completely  overawed,  and  was  glad 
to  escape  from  so  powerful  an  antagonist.  Father  Thomas 
received  no  further  molestation. 

^^  Thompson  was  a  graduate  of  Princeton  College  (in 
1760),  while  Mr.  Davies  was  President.  He  was,  I  think, 
a  native  of  Connecticut.  Soon  after  being  licensed,  having 
heard  that  the  Bev.  Samuel  Hopkins  had  adopted  some  novd 
opinions  in  theology,  he  took  horse  and  travelled  to  New- 
port, to  converse  with  this  celebrated  man,  ^d  if  possible 
to  convince  him  of  his  errors.  The  result  was,  that  after 
discussing  the  disputed  points  for  several  days,  he  came 
away  a  thorough  convert  to  Dr.  Hopkins's  system,  to  which 
he  tenaciously  adhered  until  his  dying  day,  and  which  he 
preached  on  all  occasions,  filling  the  minds  of  the  untheologi- 
cal  Yiiginians  with  astonishment,  and  often  with  displeasure. 

^^  When  I  met  Mr.  Thompson  at  Hopewell,  he  was  about 
seventy  years  of  age,  and  had  been  journeying  to  Henry 
Court  House,  more  than  three  hundred  miles  from  his  resi- 
dence, to  attend  on  a  lawsuit,  for  a  piece  of  land  to  whidi 
he  thought  that  he  had  a  title ;  I  travelled  for  several  days 
with  him.  As  he  often  alighted  to  get  fire  for  his  pipe, 
which  he  kept  almost  continually  in  his  mouth,  we  made 
slow  progress.  Soon  after  this,  the  old  gentleman  died 
suddenly,  I  beUeve." 

Pursuing  his  journey  northward,  Mr.  Alexander  passed 
through  Alexandria,  Ge(Mgetown  and  Washington.  At  the 
last-named  place,  he  met  with  Adam  Freeman,  lately  a 
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miiiister  of  tibe  (Gospel,  but  now  a  wild  eathosiast.  The 
osia  <i£  this  unfortunate  man  is  too  full  of  warning,  to  be 
passed  oyer  without  particular  notice. 

Adam  Freeman  was  a  schoolmaster  at  Lexington,  during 
the  revival  times.  He  was  remarkable  for  a  long  visage, 
large  mouth,  very  black  hair,  and  lips  which  scarcely  con- 
cealed his  teeth;  he  was  tall,  raw-boned,  and  of  knotty 
joints.  He  attended  a  dancing-school,  but  with  no  very 
notable  amendment  in  his  carriage.  In  1789,  having  be^i 
lately  admitted  to  the  bar,  Freeman  became  interested  in 
the  great  revival,  of  which  much  has  already  been  said. 
From  the  first,  he  seemed  to  possess  a  fuU  assurance  of  the 
fii^rour  of  GKxL  He  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gbspd,  and 
inveighed  earnestly  against  intemperance  in  eating,  and  the 
excesses  of  female  dress.  After  obtaining  a  settlement,  he 
became  much  distressed  at  the  wicked  and  corrupt  state  of 
ihd  church,  and  after  revolving  the  matter  for  some  time, 
resolved  to  demand  of  every  communicant  in  his  chaigs 
a  full  account  of  his  inward  state,  and  to  warn  such  as 
seemed  unfit,  against  approaching  the  Lord's  Table.  He 
was  next  led  to  attribute  the  corruption  of  the  church,  to 
the  membership  of  infants,  and  published  a  pamphlet,  en- 
titled ''  The  Death  and  Burial  of  Lifant  Baptism.''  The 
principle  which  he  now  ad(^ted,  was,  that  nothing  in  religion 
was  to  be  practised,  for  which  we  can  find  no  example  or 
explicit  command  in  Scripture.  Hence,  he  would  neither 
pny  nor  sing  before  preaching,  and  likewise  disused  &mily 
worship.  But  he  had  not  been  many  weeks  among  the  Bap- 
tHts,  before  he  finind  that  they  needed  further  reformation. 
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Being  tmsnooeflsfdl  in  his  endeavours,  he  published  a  philip- 
pic against  the  Baptists,  and  gave  notice  that  he  had  set  up  a 
diurch  of  his  own  ;  into  which,  however,  he  could  gather 
but  nine  persons. 

Giving  a  literal  interpretation  to  the  last  chapter  of 
Kark,  he  next  attempted  to  perform  a  miracle,  by  healing 
a  woman  who  was  iU.  The  Mlure  on  this  occasion  only 
ocmvinced  him  that  his  faith  was  not  genuine,  and  he  went 
home  in  the  greatest  distress.  He  gave  himself  up  to  fiisting 
and  prayer,  and  after  much  study  came  to  the  conclusi<Hi, 
that  no  part  of  the  Bible  is  inspired  except  the  books  of 
Bsekiel  and  Revelation.  In  process  of  time,  he  dedared 
himself  to  be  the  Shiloh  of  the  prophecy.  While  in  this 
frenzy,  he  went  to  a  neighbouring  town,  directed  as  he  said 
to  observe  a  fisust  of  three  weeks,  and  to  warn  the  people  of 
impending  destruction.  For  months  he  had  allowed  his 
beard  to  grow,  and  now  wore  a  long  white  garment,  so  that 
his  appearance  was  terrific.  He  passed  through  the  streets 
in  this  guise,  crying,  "  Wo,  wo,  wo  I ''  He  was  apprehended^ 
and  on  being  brought  before  the  magistrates,  made  a  defence 
of  great  ability  and  severity.  He  left  the  place  denouncing 
anathemas,  and  shaking  off  th^  dust  of  his  feet  against  it. 
Soon  after  this,  he  appeared  at  the  house  of  a  gentleman  of 
Alexandria,  clothed,  and  in  his  right  mind,  but  dedarii^, 
that  as  to  religion,  he  would  have  nothing  more  to  do  with 
it.  He  went  to  the  remote  south,  and  resumed  the  practice 
of  the  law ;  but  was  seized  with  a  fever,  which  soon  put  an 
end  to  his  life. 

But  we  must  accompany  Mr.  Alexander  on  his  journey 
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BorthwarcL  He  amred  at  Philaddiphia,  and  attokled  OkB 
Qenerol  Assembly,  whieh  met  on  the  twenty-first  of  Mjb^j 
1800.  He  was  the  only  commissioner  from  his  Presbyteiy, 
and  there  were  only  three  from  the  Southern  States.  It 
may  remind  as  of  the  growth  of  our  church,  that  seventeen 
Ptesbyteries  were  represented.  Here,  however,  he  was  brought 
into  a  nearer  acquaintance  with  several  eminent  men,  among 
whom  were  the  Bev.  Dr.  Jonathan  Edwards,  Dr.  McMillan, 
the  patriarch  of  western  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  Green,  Dr.  Wood- 
hull,  and  Dr.  McEnight.  Here  also  he  first  met  with  the 
Bev.  Samuel  Miller,  with  whom  he  was  to  spend  more  than 
tidrty-five  years  of  harmonious  labour,  but  who  was  now  in 
the  early  bloom  of  manly  vigour.  Reports  were  brought  to 
tiiis  Assembly,  of  the  remarkable  revivals  in  the  West,  by 
which  our  churches  were  largely  extended  in  that  growing 
region  ;  and  the  Synod  of  Virginia  made  it  known,  that  they 
had  employed  six  missionaries  to  labour  west  of  the  All^he^ 
ny.  This  Assembly  was  further  remarkable  for  the  adoption 
of  regulations  for  the  government  of  churches  in  the  new 
settlements,  where  Presbyterians  and  Congregationalists  are 
inteimingled.  The  whole  acts  of  this  Assembly  bear  marks 
of  a  zeal  for  the  extension  of  the  church,  and  of  a  missionary 
spirit  in  regard  to  the  heathen.  Mr.  Alexander  was  ap- 
pointed a  delegate  to  the  General  Association  of  Connecticut, 
together  with  Dr.  McEjiig^t,  of  New- York,  and  young  Dr. 
Linn,  of  Philadelphia. 

Here  he  had  another  attack  of  remittent  fever,  the  last 
which  ever  visited  him.  We  were  informed  by  the  late  Bev. 
Dr.  Hillyer,  of  New  Jersey,  that  he  fell  in  with  Mr.  Alex- 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


384  PBIM€»TOH. 

aader  daring  thk  ficgoom;  that  the  htter  considered  hii 
state  oi  health,  as  threatening^  and  was  much  impressed 
with  a  belief  that  his  labours  were  soon  to  end. 

On  leaving  the  great  city^  he  proceeded,  still  on  horse^ 
back,  through  New  Jersey  to  New- York.  His  companum 
was  Mr.  Chades  Coffin,  a  young  nunister  of  New  England, 
who  had  been  sent  out  to  East  Tennessee,  where  he  united 
with  the  Bey.  Hezekiah  BcJch,  in  gaining  many  adherents 
to  the  new  views  of  Hopkins.  He  was  an  alumnus  of  Har« 
yard,  and  a  man  of  respectaUe  talents,  but  strongly  attached 
to  the  scheme  of  Emmons.  On  the  fiist  day  they  reached 
Trenton,  where  they  lodged  with  the  Bev.  James  F.  Arm- 
strong. 

'^  The  next  stage,"  says  he  about  1849,  ^'  we  travelled 
no  further  than  Princeton ;  the  first  time  I  ever  saw  the 
place  where  I  have  already  spent  above  thirty  years  of  my 
life,  imd  where  I  shall  in  all  probability  lay  my  bones.  Such 
a  view  of  futurity  as  should  have  presented  to  me  the  events 
of  my  life,  would  then  have  appeared  very  strange."  He 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  President  Smith,  who  had 
known  his  &ther  and  grand&ther,  and  had  been  seen  by 
him  at  meetings  of  the  General  Assembly  in  Winchester 
and  Philadelphia.  In  those  days  the  talk  in  Princeton  was 
about  GKxlwin's  Political  Justice,  a  book  which  has  lost  its 
interest,  and  about  a  young  man,  lately  a  tutor  in  the  col- 
lege, whose  eloquence  was  awakening  attrition.  This  was 
the  celebrated  Henry  KoUock. 

"  The  next  day  we  went  on  to  New  Brunswick,  where 
we  intended  to  pass  the  Sabbath.    Colonel  John  Bayaid, 
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ih»  Cither  of  Attdirewy  Samuel,  James^  and  Johoi  had  laet 
me  in  Philadelphia  and  kindly  invited  me  to  stop  at  his 
honsa  In  the  aftenaocm  I  preadbed  for  the  Bev.  Dr.  Clark, 
in  my  usual  Virginia  style,  without  notes,  on  the  conTersion 
cf  PauL  Here  I  became  acquainted  with  Judge  Paterscm, 
wifch  whom  I  was  greatly  pleased.  With  great  talents,  exr 
tensive  kskowledge,  and  profound  legal  attainments,  he  was 
as  gentle  and  unassuming  as  any  man  I  ever  met  with.  Dr. 
(jkxk.  wa&  an  ezcell^it  man  and  greatly  esteemed  by  his 
people.  CoL  Bayard  was  a  gentleman  of  generous  feelings, 
who  had  been  much  in  public  life,  both  civil  and  ecclesiasti- 
cal ;  for  he  had  been  President  of  Cimgress,  and  often  in  the 
General  Assembly. 

A  single  stage  brought  them  to  New- York,  where  Mr. 
Alexander  was  courteously  entertained  by  the  Bev.  Dr. 
HcKnight.  There  he  was  brou^t  into  more  dose  acquaint- 
ance with  the  Bev.  Samuel  Miller,  as  yet  unmarried,  and 
resident  with  his  distinguished  brother,  Edward  Miller, 
M.  D.  Dr.  Bodgers  was  now  advanced  in  years,  but  still 
occupied  the  pulpit  of  the  First  Church  in  his  turn. 

At  Horse  Neck,  in  Connecticut,  now  Greenwich,  they 
enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  Dr.  Isaac  Lewis,  at  the  finely  situ- 
ated dwelling  which  is  still  occupied  by  his  descendants. 
Dr.  Lewis  was  a  man  of  science,  and  had  been  thought  of 
as  qualified  for  the  presidentship  of  Yale  College,  when  lus 
neighbour,  Dr.  Dwight,  was  chosen.  This  excellent  cleigy- 
man  was  the  &ther  of  Mr.  Zechariah  Lewis,  of  New* York. 
Their  next  stage  was  Norwalk,  on  the  Sound,  where  they 
were  kindly  received  by  Dr.  Burnett,  who  had  reoeived  his 
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edacation  at  Princeton.  At  Danbniy  they  feD  m  with 
Doctors  McKnight  and  Linn^  on  their  way  to  the  C^eneral 
Association,  and  the  whcde  company  was  entertained  by  a 
wealthy  deacon.  Here  they  saw  a  few  Sandemanians  cd- 
lectiog  for  their  worship.  Here,  also,  they  saw  still  in  use 
the  pinions  on  which  women  rode  to  church  behind  their 
husbands  and  fistthers.  At  eyery  step  they  had  cause  to  ad- 
mire the  unaffected  hospitality  of  New  England.  Somf 
sketches  in  the  words  of  the  manuscript  journal  will  be  ac- 
ceptable to  the  reader. 

''From  Danbury  we  proceeded  to  Litchfield,  and  arrived 
early  in  the  day  on  which  the  General  Association  was  to 
meet.  The  appearance  of  the  old  country  clergymen  was  to 
me  novel  and  grotesque.  They  came  into  town  on  horseback 
or  in  chaises,  wearing  cocked  hats,  and  sometimes  queues 
dangling  down  the  back.  The  opening  sermon  was  preached 
by  Dr.  Perkins,  of  Hartford.  The  ministers  all  met  at  the 
house  of  the  pastor,  Mr.  Huntington ;  and  the  first  thing 
was  a  distribution  of  long  pipes  and  papers  of  tobacco,  so 
that  the  room  was  soon  filled  with  smoke. 

''  According  to  usage  the  delegates  were  lodged  at  the 
house  of  the  pastor,  a  very  polite  and  hospitable  man,  who 
soon  afterwards  became  a  XTnitarian.  Dr.  Linn  requested  me 
to  go  into  the  pulpit  with  him.  About  the  time  of  assem- 
bling, a  black  cloud  arose,  causing  such  darkness  that  long 
before  he  had  got  through  his  sermon  he  was  unable  to  deci- 
pher his  manuscript,  Mr.  Huntington  sent  the  sexton  for 
candles,  and  these  were  placed  in  candlesticks  on  the  pulpit 
The  windows  however  were  open,  and  the  wind  being  high, 
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the  lights  flarod  00  mnch  that  Dr.  linn  oonld  not  make  ont 
to  lead  what  lay  before  him^  and  takmg  the  paper  in  his 
hand,  held  it  first  to  one  candle  and  then  to  the  other,  until 
at  length  he  impatiently  threw  down  his  manuscript,  and 
attempted  to  conchtde  his  sermon  extemp<»re.  Bat  he  suc- 
ceeded poorly  in  a  kind  of  preaching  to  which  he  was  little 
aocostomed.  He  was,  nevertheless,  a  man  of  genins  and  a 
qplendid  oratcnr.  He  died  by  the  rapture  of  a  bk)odve8sel,  at 
the  etf ly  age  of  twenty-six.  His  ability  as  a  writer  may  be 
learnt  from  from  his  controTersy  with  Dr.  Priestley  teqpect- 
ing  the  divinity  of  Christ.  He  was  the  colleague  of  Dr. 
Swing,  whom  he  succeeded  in  the  First  Church  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

^^  The  Oeneral  Association  seemed  to  have  little  business, 
and  there  were  no  set  speeches.  The  &mous  ^Plan  <^ 
Union,'  which  made  so  mudi  noise  in  after  years,  had  been 
adopted  by  the  Presbyterian  Church  this  year,  under  the 
influence  of  Dr.  Jonathan  Edwards,  president  of  Union  Col- 
lege, and  was  ratified  by  the  Association  without  discussion. 
Dr.  Nathan  Strong  was  evidently  the  leading  spirit. 

^^  After  the  Qeneral  Association  was  over,  Coffin  and  I 
mounted  our  horses  and  took  the  direction  of  Hartford. 
About  the  middle  of  the  day  we  arrived  at  the  house  of  the 
Bev.  Mr.  Oowles,  whom  Coffin  said  we  must  not  pass,  as  he 
was  a  clergyman  of  some  distinction  and  a  writer  on  In&nt 
Baptism.  At  Hartford  I  went  to  the  Bev.  Dr.  Strong^s, 
who  had  reached  home  before  us,  and  now  received  me  cor- 
dially. Dr.  Strong  was  somewhat  humorous  in  his  conver- 
iati<m.     The  next  day  was  the  Sabbath,  and  I  preached  t<x 
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him.  I  found  thiom^hout  New  England*  that  exprefldons  <£ 
approbation  and  even  admiration  in  regard  to  sermons^  were 
much  mote  nnreserved  than  in  Virginia ;  and  it  a£fected  me 
irtmngely  to  have  my  preaching  praised.  My  sentiments 
suited  Dr.  Strong^  on  this  account,  that  he  had  drawn  back 
from  the  nkiaism  of  Hopkins,  Emmons  and  others,  and 
that  CoBojiy  as  it  appeared,  had  delivered  a  discourse  ih 
which  he  recognised  the  doctrine,  that  Gk)d  is  the  efficient 
cause  of  sin.  With  this  Dr.  Strong  was  dissatisfied,  and  la 
the  morning  spoke  to  us  both,  as  though  we  entertained  that 
opinion  ;  but  I  immediately  disclaimed  it,  and  left  Coffin  to 
defend  his  own  tenets. 

^'  The  year  before  there  had  been  a  glorious  revival  lA 
Dr.  Strong's  congregation,  more  considerable  than  any  which 
had  occurred  since  the  great  awakening  in  the  time  of  Presi* 
dent  EdwMrds.  Tl^  enthusiasm  and  divisions  which  brought 
disgrace  on  that  work,  had  left  in  the  sober-minded  a  dread 
of  all  religious  excitements.  When  the  revival  began  m 
Hartford,  as  Dr.  Strong  told  me,  he  was  alarmed  and  thrown 
into  great  perplexity,  as  to  whether  he  should  encourage  <>f 
suppress  it.  Labouring  under  this  anxiety  he  went  fer  ad- 
vice to  Chief  Justice  Ellsworth,  on  Whose  ju^^gment  he 
{daced  great  reliance.  The  Judge  counsdied  him  to  go^n^ 
ward,  encouraging  the  s^ousness,  but  to  guard  against  ex* 
tmvagances.  A  similar  awakening  was  exp^rknced  in  meet 
of  the  congregations  in  the  State ;  of  which  a  full  accomtt 
may  be  seen  in  the  Connecticut  Evangelical  Mf^adne.  Dr. 
Strong  took  me  in  his  chaise  to  vifdt  Judge  Ellsworth  in  North 
Hartford.    I  had  a  paxtkolar  desire  to  see  this  distinguidbed 
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man';  but  we  were  not  00  fertnnate  m  to  find  him  at  home* 
In  leinming  we  adled  and  took  tea  with  Mr.  Rowland^  the 
minister  of  North  Hartford.  We  foond  here  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Lyman,  of  Hatfield,  on  his  way  to  New  Haren,  to  plead  for 
a  diufch  there  against  their  minister.  He  was  fiunons,  as  I 
learned,  on  snch  occasions,  and  was  s^tit  for  from  far  and 
near.  Dr.  Lyman,  thongh  dry  and  metaphysical,  and  appa- 
ranily  not  susceptible  of  tender  feeling,  was  a  sound  theolo- 
gian, and  a  clear-headed  and  truly  benevolent  man.  The 
iseal  and  constancy  with  which  he  sustained  the  cause  of 
Voteiga  Missions,  furnish  good  evidence  of  his  enlarged  and 
Christian  views.  I  was  told  that  there  was  not  a  family  in 
Hatfield  which  did  not  belong  to  his  chaige ;  and  that  the 
manners  of  the  people  retained  fdl  the  puritanic  simplicity 
of  the  preceding  century. 

^^  Much  attention  was  paid  to  church  music  at  this  time 
in  New  England  ;  but  the  taste  was  not  the  most  pure  and 
refined.  Choirs  were  found  every  where,  and  the  singing 
was  very  much  confined  to  them.  This  struck  me  unfavour- 
aUy.  There  was  little  appearance  of  devotion  in  the  choir, 
and  less  in  the  congregation.  In  Dr.  Flint's  church,  I  was 
informed  before  I  went,  that  the  chorister  would  send  into 
the  pulpit  the  psalms  which  were  to  be  given  out. 

''In  the  evening  of  the  Sabbath  we  had  a  delightM 
meeting  in  Dr.  Strong's  lecture-room,  where  I  was  again 
called  upon  to  speak.  A  large  portion  of  the  assembly  was 
made  up  of  new  converts,  firuits  of  the  late  revival,  with 
wfaoee  appearance  I  was  greatly  pleased.  The  Bev.  Mr. 
Godey  has  infoimed  me,  that  he  came  there  that  evening  in 
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g^oat  distieflB  of  mindi  under  which  he  had  labomed  ftr 
months,  and  that  he  found  peace  and  comfort  to  his  souL 
There  stiQ  remained  some  cases  of  obstinate  dejection. 
Among  these  was  a  young  son  of  Dr.  Strong^  about  sixteen 
or  seventeen  years  of  age.  I  conversed  with  him,  at  the 
request  of  the  £skther,  but  could  not  succeed  in  dispdling  the 
darkness  which  hung  over  his  mind. 

^'  Dr.  Strong  was  a  graduate  of  Princeton  College,  and 
in  principle  a  Presbyterian  as  to  church  government.  He 
was  much  celebrated  for  his  powers  of  wit  and  satire. 
He  published  two  volumes  of  sermons,  such  as  he  preached 
to  his  people.  They  are  more  practical  and  experimental, 
than  any  discourses  issued  in  New  England  about  this 
time.  But  they  are  deeply  imbued  with  the  new  theo- 
logical opinions  now  generally  embraced  in  that  country. 
He  published  also  a  volume  on  Universal  Salvation,  in  answer 
to  a  posthumous  work  of  his  intimate  friend.  Dr.  Joaepli 
Huntington,  entitled  ^  Calvinism  Improved.'  The  argument 
is  founded  on  the  optimistic  principle,  that  the  introduction 
of  sin  and  its  eternal  punishment  tend  to  the  highest  possi- 
ble d^ree  of  happiness  in  the  universe.  On  this  principle, 
the  reasoning  is  ingeniously  and  forcibly  conducted.  The 
work  gave  great  satisfisu^tion  to  all  Hopkinsians  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  has  been  little  read  elsewhere.  Nevertheless,  Dr. 
Strong,  like  Dr.  Dwight,  drew  back  fiom  the  opinion  that 
dod  is  the  author  of  sin,  and  also  from  making  a  willingneas 
to  be  damned  a  sign  of  grace,  and  from  denouncing  the  use 
of  means  in  the  case  of  the  unregwerate.  These  three 
things  they  were  accustomed  to  name  as  the  characteristios 
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of  Hopkinsianism ;  so  that  when  Dr.  James  P.  Wilson 
visited  President  Dwight^  he  was  assured  by  him  that  there 
were  no  Hopkinsians  among  them^  and  was  referred  to  these 
tenets  as  the  criterion. 

'^  Leaving  Hartford,  we  directed  our  course  towards  New 
London.  About  the  middle  of  a  very  hot  day  we  arrived  at 
Lebanon  Crank,  where  we  observed  that  the  church  was  ftdl 
ci  people.  We  put  up  our  horses  at  the  tavern,  went  into 
the  assembly  covered  with  dust,  and  took  our  seats  near  the 
door.  The  clergyman,  a  middle-aged  man  of  low  stature, 
had  just  finished  the  introductory  services,  and  seeing  us 
enter,  suspected  us  to  be  travelling  ministers,  came  down  to 
inquire,  and  finding  his  surmises  correct,  entreated  and  in- 
sisted that  one  of  us  should  preach  for  him.  He  informed 
us  that  an  extensive  revival  was  in  progress  among  his 
people.  Mr.  Coffin  put  the  service  off  upon  me,  and  up  I 
went  with  all  my  dust  unbrushed,  and  gave  an  extempcnre 
lecture  on  the  Parable  of  the  Sower.  The  pastor  thanked 
me  over  and  over  for  the  discourse,  which  he  said  was  exactly 
adapted  to  his  people's  present  condition ;  but  expressed 
some  astonishment  that  I  could  go  regularly  through  such  an 
exercise  without  any  sign  of  a  note.  He  stud  that  the  aid  was 
most  opportune.  He  had  been  so  occupied  with  counselling 
inquirers  and  preaching  lectures,  that  he  had  never  before 
had  so  little  preparation.  He  took  me  home  with  him,  and 
gave  me  a  particular  account  of  the  origin  and  progress  of 
the  awakening,  which  may  be  found  described  in  the  maga- 
line  above  named.'*  Twenty  or  thirty  years  afterward,  the 
Bev.  Mr.  Wr^t,  a  missionaiy  to  the  Choctaw  Lidians, 

16 
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called  on  Dr.  Alexander,  and  informed  him  that  he  waa  Am 
preaent,  tmder  his  first  rdigiotts  impressions. 

The  foUowii^  day  they  were  at  Norwich,  with  the  Be?. 
Joseph  Strong,  a  brother  of  Dr.  Nathan  Strong  of  Hartford. 
'^In  the  morning  we  arrived  at  New  London,  and  having 
been  previously  invited,  lodged  with  the  Bev.  Mr.  Channing, 
an  uncle  of  the  great  Ghanning  of  Boston,  a  sensible  man, 
but  evidently  no  firiend  to  evangelical  rdigion  or  to  revivals* 
Oeossmg  the  Thames  next  day  we  came  into  the  wildest  part 
of  the  State  of  Oonneoticut,  which  borders  on  Bhode  Island. 
The  change  became  more  manifest  every  mile  we  travelled, 
and  we  were  soon  in  the  midst  of  the  Narraganset  ocmntry, 
fiunous  for  its  milk  and  cheese.  About  noon  we  met  crowds 
of  people  in  the  road,  returning  ftom  a  Baptist  meeting, 
where  nearly  thirty  ministers  had  convened  to  ordain  ,a 
brother  over  a  vacant  church ;  but  we  were  informed  that  the 
oidination  did  not  take  place,  because  the  church  refiised  to 
pnxnise  any  salary  to  the  candidate.  The  evident  rudeness 
and  want  of  courtesy  in  the  people  whom  we  met,  differed 
widely  fix)m  any  thing  which  we  had  before  observed  in  N«w 
England.  When  we  came  to  the  church,  we  found  a  oon- 
oourse  of  hearers  still  there,  and  could  hear  the  voice  of  a 
preacher,  with  the  intonation  with  which  I  had  been  well 
acquainted  at  home.  But  going  a  quarter  of  a  mile  further, 
I  saw  what  I  had  never  known  to  take  place  at  an  oidina- 
tion,  namely,  a  horse-race,  in  a  field  adjoining  the  highway, 
and  hundreds  of  people  collected  for  the  sport. 

''In  passing  over  to  the  island,  I  began  for  the  first 
time  to  breatibe  the  bracuDg  and  exhilarating  air  of  the  oceaiL 
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Its  eflbot  <m  me  vrtm  suddenly  and  sensibly  beneflciaL  The 
ftrst  day  I  spent  on  the  island  restored  me  to  vigorons 
health ;  at  least  I  grew  better  from  that  time.  Mr.  Ooffin, 
to  whom  I  resigned  myself^  took  me  to  the  house  of  the 
Bey.  Mr.  Fatten,  afterward  Dr.  Fatten,  one  of  the  meekest 
and  gentlest  men  I  ever  saw.  It  was  every  where  a  matter 
of  curiosity  to  hear  an  orthodox  man  from  Virginia,  which 
was  supposed  to  be  given  up  to  Deism.  Here  for  the  first 
time  I  entered  the  pulpit  in  a  gown ;  and  it  sat  awkwardly 
upon  me,  for  Mr.  Fatten  was  a  much  taller  man,  the  pulpit 
was  high,  and  the  stairs  steep,  so  that  in  mounting  I  be- 
oame  entangled  in  my  own  train.  I  found  that  Mr.  Fatten 
had  fully  adopted  the  opinions  of  Dr.  Hopkins.  Against 
these,  as  he  iitformed  me,  he  was  much  prejudiced  at  first, 
but  had  been  brought  over  by  degrees,  since  which  time  his 
mind  had  been  completely  at  ease.  Co£3n  had  been  some- 
what reserved  in  bringing  out  the  whole  system,  and  we  had 
disputed  so  much  on  the  way  as  to  several  points,  that  he 
did  not  consider  me  open  to  conviction.  But  Mr.  Fatton 
considered  all  my  questions  in  the  most  candid  manner,  and 
admitted  all  the  legitimate  consequences  of  the  principles 
which  he  entertained.  In  particular,  he  admitted,  which 
was  unusual,  that  it  would  be  nowise  incompatible  with 
Qod's  holiness  and  goodness  to  create  beings  in  a  state  of 
total  depravity.  I  received  from  him  a  more  satisfiictory 
account  than  I  had  obtained,  of  the  entire  system  of  Dr. 
Hopkins,  who  was  still  alive.  I  spent  a  day  with  him,  but 
he  was  now  about  eighty  years  of  age,  and  unable  to  enter 
much  into  abstruse  reasoning.    He  seemed  perfectly  pladd^ 
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and  ftilly  resigned  to  the  will  of  Gk)d.  He  had  jtut  lecdved 
a  volnme  of  Scott's  Works,  in  which  the  extreme  opinions 
of  New  England  are  spoken  of  as  tending  to  Deism.  Dr. 
Hopkins,  in  the  calmest  manner,  undertook  to  show  that 
Scott  had  mistaken  his  meaning. 

'^Dr.  Hopkins  had  nothing  assuming  or  dogmatical  in 
his  manner,  but  showed  a  childlike  simplicity  and  entire 
submission  to  the  will  of  God.  His  labours  as  a  pastor  were 
by  no  means  successful  The  church  of  which  he  was  now, 
and  had  long  been  pastor,  was  at  this  time  in  a  veiy  feeUe 
condition. 

^^  Having  preached  for  Mr.  Patton  in  the  morning,  I 
supplied  Dr.  Hopkins's  pulpit  in  the  afternoon.  There  was 
a  mere  handful  of  hearers,  and  when  the  psalm  was  given 
out,  it  appeared  that  there  was  no  one  to  lead  the  music, 
and  the  Doctor  directed  me  to  proceed  without  singing." 

From  Newport  the  travellers  made  their  way  to  Bristol, 
where  they  were  hospitably  received  by  the  deigyman. 
They  visited  Mount  Hope,  famous  for  its  prospect  and  for 
its  connection  with  the  history  of  King  Philip.  At  Provi- 
dence they  enjoyed  the  kind  attentions  of  Dr.  Hitchcock,  a 
Congregational  clergyman  of  what  were  called  liberal  views. 
They  received  much  kindness  from  Professor  Messer,  after- 
ward President  of  Brown  University. 

The  name  of  Dr.  Emmons  was  perhaps  as  extensively 
known  as  that  of  any  divine  in  New  England.  The  perspi- 
cuity, vigour  and  terseness  of  his  style,  the  ingenious  con- 
catenation of  his  arguments,  his  adventurous  boldness,  the 
startling  nature  of  his  conclusions,  and  the  increasing  num- 
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ber  of  his  adherents,  made  him  a  master  not  to  be  de- 
spised or  overlooked.  '^Franklin/'  says  our  narrative,  ^^the 
town  in  which  Dr.  Emmons  lived,  joined  the  State  of  Bhode 
Island.  Mr.  Coffin  was  desirous  that  I  should  see  this 
champion  of  the  new  divinity.  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  had 
a  design  in  taking  me  to  this  venerable  theologian,  believing 
that  by  Ids  conversation  I  should  be  brought  over,  for  I  was 
abeady  quite  a  follower  of  Edwards.  Nor  had  I  the  least 
objection  to  receive  light  from  any  quarter.  We,  therefore, 
turned  aside  firom  the  main  road,  and  came  to  the  Doctor's 
house  early  in  the  evening.  The  country  around  was  better 
cultivated  than  any  I  had  yet  seen  in  New  England,  and 
Dr.  Emmons  occupied  a  large  and  commodious  &rm-house 
very  near  to  his  church.  I  found  him  to  be  rather  ts^dtum 
than  talkative.  He  did  indeed  make  many  and  earnest  in** 
quiries  of  Mr.  Coffin  respecting  the  progress  of  the  new 
opinions  in  Termessee,  whither  Dr.  Balch  had  carried  the 
seed  fiom  Massachusetts. 

^'  Mx.  Coffin  proposed  to  me,  as  did  Dr.  Emmons,'to  re- 
main there  and  preach,  as  he  had  promised  to  supply  a 
vacancy  at  some  distance.  I  consented  without  hesitation ; 
expecting,  however,  to  imdergo  a  thorough  sifting,  and  per- 
haps to  be  under  a  moral  necessity  of  changing  my  creed. 
I  found  that  my  remaining  for  so  many  days  was  likely  to  be 
an  inconvenience  to  Mrs.  Emmons,  who  appeared  to  be  a 
discreet,  s^isible  and  pious  woman.  But  on  the  first  day  of 
my  sqjonm,  the  Doctor  took  me  to  a  monthly  meeting  of 
QuniBters  at  old  Mr.  Sandford^  within  a  few  miles,  which, 
however,  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  attending,  as  he  did  not 
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belong  to  tbe  dnh.  A  dinner  was  alwajB  piofided,  after 
which  there  was  a  sermon  in  the  ohnioh.  The  two  dd  gen- 
tlemen had  long  been  neighboors,  bat  did  not  agree  in  &eir 
news  either  of  doctrine  or  chnrdi  discipline ;  but  thqr  were 
firiendly  when  they  met.  And  as  the  Dootor  had  brooght  a 
Virginia  preacher,  a  nondescript,  they  nuule  him  dooUy 
welcome.  They  diffiared  even  more  in  politics  than  in  rdi- 
gion ;  for  Mr.  Sandford  was  a  democrat  of  a  school  luthaio 
unknown  to  me,  hdding  that  when  the  dinrdi  was  ftdly  es- 
tablished, there  would  be  no  need  of  civil  goivemment.  On 
that  day  the  sermon  came  in  tmn  to  be  preached  by  the 
Bev.  Mr.  Alexander,  of  Mendon,  a  man  of  some  leMnii^. 
Bat  he  was  onderstood  to  have  gone  to  Boston,  and  it  was 
doubtful  whether  he  would  be  there.  It  was  therefore  pot 
upon  me  to  preach,  and  Mr,  Sandford  took  me  up  stairs  into 
his  study,  and  left  me  to  make  such  preparaticm  as  I  needed. 
In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Al^ander  arrived,  having  ridden 
twenty  or  thirty  miles  in  a  very  hot  day.  To  his  inquiries 
as  to  what  arrangement  had  been  made  for  preaching,  Mr. 
Sandford  replied,  'We  certainly  expect  Mr.  Alexander  to 
preach.'  Mr.  A.  declared  it  to  be  out  of  the  question,  bat 
Mr.  S«  continued  to  repeat,  '  We  expect  a  sermon  fiosn  Mr. 
Alexander,  and  no  other/  Thus  he  ocmtinued  ib»  hoax, 
until  tiie  bell  rang  for  public  service, upon  which  Idesosnded 
and  was  formally  presented  as  the  Bev.  Mr.  Alexander  from 
Virginia.  I  never  saw  a  man  more  surprised  or  relieved. 
We  went  to  the  ehurcdi,  and  found  a  respectable  nnmber  for 
a  week  day  and  a  bui^  season.  At  that  time  I  used  no 
notes  in  the  pnl^  but  being  in  a  oountry  wlieve  aU  t 
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frdre  read,  I  Mt  H  to  be  inoombmi  on  me  to  make  mjr  ^Bb- 
oomsee  as  metbodioal  wod  aocmate  as  I  oonld.  And  tbong^ 
I  never  eonld  oommit  words  so  as  to  depend  on  my  memory, 
I  had  long  accnstomed  myself  to  follow  trains  of  thooght, 
and  the  r^olar  array  of  an  argnment.  I  toc^  as  a  text, 
^  He  that  hath  my  oonunandments  and  keepeth  them,  he  it 
is  that  loveth  me/    I  nndertook  to  show 

X  The  foundation  of  love  to  Ohrist,  as  it  rdates  both  to 
the  object  and  sabject  of  the  a&ction. 

n.  Thepnqp^rtiesof  love  to  Christ;  which  I  macb  to  be 

1.  Sincerity* 

2.  Bupremacy. 

3.  Constancy. 

m.  The  evidences  of  love  to  Christ ; 

h  A  desire  of  {^easing,  and  fear  of  offisnding. 

2.  A  desire  of  conformity  to  his  character. 

3.  A  desire  of  conmmnion,  and  sorrow  on  acoonnt 

of  absence. 

4.  A  desire  to  promote  his  glory,  and  sorrow  when  he 

is  diahononred,  or  when  his  cause  dedines. 

^  As  I  iosisted  strongly  on  the  poeiticm  that  love  must  ter- 
minate on  the  tme  character  of  the  object  beloved,  I  gave 
ihem  all  great  ^easore,  as  this  showed  that  I  did  not  hold 
to  ibe  selfish  scheme  cf  vnrtue.  When  I  got  into  the  diaise 
with  the  old  Doetor,  he  made  me  quite  ashamed  with  his 
laudation,  and  assured  me  there  was  nothing  in  the  sermon 
which  he  did  not  approve. 

^The  next  day  Dr.  Emmaiw  took  me  to  a  much  greater 
•  iaataanoey.  to  a  weekly  lecture.    The  audience  was  small 
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My  text  was  Luke  xiv.  18, '  But  with  one  consent  they  aD 
b^an  to  make  excuse/  The  next  day,  being  the  Fourth 
of  July,  he  took  me  to  a  neighbouring  town,  wheie  an  ora- 
tion was  to  be  delivered  by  a  certam  Dr.  Manning,  who  had 
once  resided  in  Yirginia.  The  Doctor  was  greatly  out  of  his 
element  at  this  meeting,  for  the  oration  was  rabidly  demo- 
cratic, and  the  people  assembled  were  genertdly  of  this  party. 

^^  The  next  day  was  Saturday,  and  Dr.  K  left  home  for 
the  place  of  his  appointment.  During  the  visit  he  never  at- 
tempted to  enter  into  any  controversy,  but  seemed  rather  to 
avoid  all  doctrinal  discussion.  He  had  a  young  man  study- 
ing with  him,  who  was  principally  occupied  in  writing  two 
discourses  for  the  Sabbath,  and  these,  according  to  the 
custom,  he  read  to  his  preceptor.  I  was  present  on  one  of 
these  occasions.  The  main  object  of  the  sermon  was  to 
prove  man's  dependence  on  Qoi  for  every  thing,  including 
every  thought  and  emotion.  After  this  exercise,  the  young 
man,  whom  I  took  to  be  very  stupid,  propounded  to  the 
Doctor  this  question :  If  man  is  dependent  for  all  thoughta 
and  feelings,  and  if  the  law  of  €k>d  requires  him  to  be  holy, 
while  his  thoughts  are  sinfiil,  then  does  not  €k>d  require  thd 
creature  to  be  independent  ?  I  wondered  how  he  would  an- 
swer it,  when,  after  a  few  moments'  pause,  he  turned  to  me 
and  asked  me  how  I  should  reply  to  the  question.  I  begged 
to  be  excused  from  any  such  attempt,  and  so  the  matter 
went  off  without  an  explanation. 

'^In  person.  Dr.  Emmons  was  a  little  inclined  to  be  cor- 
pulent. His  hair  was  thin,  and  his  countenance  rather 
florid  than  pale.    His  knowledge  of  the  Southern  States  was 
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imperfect.  He  had  jost  published  a  sermon  on  the  character 
of  Jeroboam^  which  was  considered  excessively  severe  against 
Jefferson^  who  had  just  ascended  the  presidential  chair ;  yet, 
as  &r  as  I  coold  judge,  he  cherished  no  malignity  against 
any  one,  on  religious  or  political  grounds." 

We  insert  here,  for  the  sake  of  connection,  a  statement 
finmd  in  another  manuscript.  ^^  Old  Dr.  Emmons  once  said 
to  me,  in  defending  the  bands  and  cocked  hats  which  were 
then  used  in  New  England ;  ^  Clergymen,  when  they  travel 
or  go  abroad,  should  have  some  badge  of  their  profession.  It 
preserves  them  from  many  unpleasant  rencounters,  and 
causes  them  to  remember  their  sacred  office.  For,'  added 
he,  ^  when  a  clergyman  thinks  that  he  is  not  recognised  as 
such,  he  is  very  apt  to  yield  to  unsuitable  compliances  ;  and 
often,  when  he  seeks  to  be  incognito,  he  is  known  to  all  the 
company.'    This  is  a  sage  remark."^ 

In  the  frequent  mention  which  Dr.  Alexander  was  accus- 
tomed to  make  of  this  visit,  he  always  sp<^e  of  him  in  high 
terms  of  respect ;  while  he  entertained,  as  is  well  knc^m, 
very  different  theological  opinions.  But  it  was  characteriBtio 
of  him  to  treat  with  great  liberality,  and  in  some  respects 
with  esteem  and  affection,  those  whom  he  at  the  same  time 
regarded  as  seriously  erroneous.  In  the  next  chapter  we 
shall  take  up  his  narrative,  in  r^;ard  to  Boston,  the  grand 
olgect  of  his  curiosity. 

•  lia  life  of  the  Rev.  WiUiam  Graham. 
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TOM  BHOI.AJn>  JOTJSSKT  OONXnTUED— BOSTON— DB.  XOKLKY— DB.  MOBBB— 
PABYABD  OOLLEeB — IF8WI0H — ^DB.  DANA — NBWBUBTPOBT — ^BXBTBB— 
DABTMOUTH  OOLLBOB— DANIBL  WBB8TBB— flUBLBUBNB-'DB.  PAGEABD— ' 
OCnOCBNOBIIBNT  AT  FBINOBTON-^HPHILADBLFmA— lOTDBH  TO  THB  OOIr 
LBOB. 

"  T  OBSEBVED  on  approaching  Boston/'  says  he,  *^that 
•1-  few  persons  rode  on  horseback,  and  that  I  attracted  no 
little  attention,  having  my  TaHse,  overcoat  and  saddlebags, 
and  a  horse  very  different  in  form  from  those  of  New  Eng- 
land ;  for  he  was  of  English  blood,  and  had  been  a  racer  in 
his  time.  I  began  to  feel,  as  I  commonly  did  when  entering 
a  city,  a  certain  shyness,  which  led  me  to  avoid  the  most  fre- 
quented honsea  When,  therefore,  I  came  to  the  City  Hotel, 
and  observed  many  men  in  nnifonn,  and  some  with  epau- 
lettes, I  thought  I  would  ride  on  frirther,  ahd  find  a  quiet 
house.  But  after  proceeding  some  distance,  I  £bxmd  that  I 
had  gone  entirely  through  the  town,  and  was  on  the  way 
over  the  bridge  to  Cambridge.  Here,  however,  I  observed  a 
sign,  and  as  I  meant  only  to  leave  my  horse,  I  determined  to 
stop.    And  indeed  I  found  a  quiet  house,  for  the  innkeeper 
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pot  B^  bono  into  ib^  BtaUe  himself  and  I  saw  no  one  about 
iba  premisea  I  felt  that  I  was  out  of  my  latitude,  and 
thought  it  ivaa  too  late  to  present  my  letters.  For  Dr. 
Bnmety  at  Norwalk,  had  kindly  grren  me  an  introduction  to 
the  Bey.  Dr.  E(ddey,  minister  of  the  Old  SontL  The  next 
day  I  went  in  searoh  of  this  genUeman,  and  coming  to  a 
ijooJatcfsey  the  common  refiige  of  strangers  and  kiterers,  I  re- 
ceived the  necessary  diieotions  and  {ooceeded  to  deliver  my 
letter. 

''Dr.  EcUey  insisted  that  I  should  take  up  my  abode 
vitb  him,  saying  that  the  Bev.  Henry  EoUock  of  New 
Jecsey  had  been  his  guest,  but  was  now  gone  to  Chades- 
t^w]i  to  dpand  a  few  days  with  Dr.  Morse.  After  a  littie 
time,  I  returned  to  my  hotel,  paid  my  bill,  and  mounted  my 
Bosinante,  which  I  proceeded  to  have  put  up  at  the  Oity 
HoteL  The  Doctor  informed  me  that  it  was  the  evening 
for  the  Boston  Lecture,  a  series  of  discounses  preached  in 
tmn  by  the  clergy  of  Boston  and  vidnity. 

''Dr.  EcUey  was  one  of  a  dasB  I  had  nevw  known. 
He  was  refined,  possessing  great  sensibility,  punctiliously 
eourteoos,  and  talkative  on  all  snlgects.  I  accompanied 
him  to  the  Thursday  lecture,  where  about  fifty  persons  were 
met,  and  where  old  Dr.  Howard  delivered  a  downright  Arian 
sermim ;  not,  howevar,  in  a  controversial  way,  but  just  as  if 
all  agreed  with  him.  Indeed  at  that  time  all  controversy 
mm  proscribed  by  the  Ubeial  party.  After  sermon  I  was 
pssseoted  to  Dr.  Morse,  who  greeted  me  cordially,  and  in- 
vited me  to  Chadestown.  A  doien  venenMe  looking  eleigy«^ 
nyn  were  present,  some  mtii  fuUbottomed   white  irig/k 
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Henry  EoUock,  to  whom  I  was  next  introdnoed^  was  one  of 
the  most  a£fecti6nate  men  I  have  ever  known ;-  his  heart 
seemed  to  be  for  ever  overflowing  with  kind  feelings. 

"  Dr.  Morse  insisted  that  I  should  go  the  next  evening  and 
{H?each  at  his  lecture,  which  I  agreed  to  do,  bat  soon  repented, 
for  my  spirits  had  sank  below  par.  I  however  went,  and 
preached,  bat  was  much  disturbed  by  the  glare  of  the  lights ; 
for  chfuideliers  were  then  all  the  &shion.  I  did  as  well  as  I 
could,  using  no  notes ;  the  &ct  was  I  had  none  with  me. 
On  the  Sabbath  I  had  engaged  to  preach  for  Dr.  EcUey  in 
^he  morning,  and  for  Dr.  Morse  in  the_  afternoon.  Poor 
EoUock  was  almost  torn  to  pieces,  in  the  anxiety  to  secure 
his  pulpit  services,  which  were  something  new  in  Boston ; 
for  in  composition  and  delivery  he  followed  the  French 
school,  and  having  an  impassioned  manner  produced  an  ex- 
traordinary impression  upon  his  audience.  He  divided  his 
labours  among  idl  sorts.  Indeed  there  was  as  yet  no  public 
line  of  demarcation  among  the  deigy.  One  might  leam 
with  ease  what  each  man  believed,  or  rather  did  not  believe, 
for  few  positive  opinions  were  expressed  by  the  liberal 
party.  Dr.  EirUand  was  said  to  be  a  Socinian,  as  was  Mr. 
Popham ;  and  Dr.  Howard  an  Arian.  Dr.  EcUey  had  pro- 
fessed  to  be  an  Edwardean,  but  he  came  out,  after  my  visit, 
a  high  Arian.  Mr.  EUot  was  an  Arian,  Mr.  Emerson  a 
Unitarian  of  some  sort,  and  Dr.  Lathrop  a  Univarsalist. 
Dr.  Freeman,  one  of  the  first  who  departed  from  orthodcoy, 
was  the  lowest  of  all,  a  mere  humanitarian.  He  still  used 
the  book  of  Common  Prayw,  altered  so  as  to  suit  his 
(q^inions.    Dr.   Morse  was  considered  a  rigid  Trinitarian. 
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Dr.  Hairis,  oi  Dorchester,  was  reckoned  a  low  Arminian, 
and  became  a  thorough  Unitarian. 

'^Harvard  College  was  not  yet  folly  under  Unitarian 
influence,  but  was  leaning  in  that  direction.  President 
Willard  was  thought  to  hold  the  old  Puritan  doctrine,  but 
had  no  zeal  for  orthodoxy.  Dr.  Tappan,  professor  of  the- 
ology, was  in  his  writings  a  Galvinist  of  the  school  of  Watts 
and  Doddridge  ;  a  yeiy  amiable  man,  of  prepossessing  man- 
ners. Dr.  Pierson  was  professor  of  Hebrew ;  he  was  much 
opi>osed  to  Unitarianism,  but  did  not  possess  great  influence. 
All  were  for  making  little  of  doctrinal  diflerences.  As  soon 
as  the  liberal  men  had  caused  this  to  be  settled  as  a  princi- 
ple, they  devised  a  way  to  introduce  the  ablest  Unitarians 
into  the  College,  as  fast  as  vacancies  occurred.  When  Dr. 
Willard  died,  Eirkland,  a  man  of  genius  and  eloquence,  was 
put  into  his  place.  Even  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  all  the 
young  men  of  talents  in  Harvard  were  Unitarians. 

"  Dr.  Morse  took  charge  of  me  for  the  most  part.  He 
conducted  me  to  the  Commencement,  and  introduced  me  as 
the  President  of  a  college  in  Virginia.  At  my  first  arrival, 
there  was  a  laughable  mistake  about  this  presidency.  I  had 
never  intended  to  mention  my  connection  with  a  college, 
and  I  knew  that  Hampden  Sidney  was  perfectly  unknown. 
But  Coffin  had  told  Dr.  Burnet  that  I  had  been  President 
of  Hampden  Sidney,  and  Burnet  in  introducing  me  to  Dr. 
EcUey,  had  written  it  Camden  Sidney.  This  letter.  Dr.  E. 
diowed  to  Dr.  Morse,  and  the  American  geographer  was 
nonplussed ;  he  had  never  heard  of  the  College.  There  was 
no  way  to  dear  up  the  difficulty  but  by  applying  to  me. 
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Bat  bj  this,  Ae  matto*  W6^  l^le  mended,  for  Dr.  Morse  itt 
his  Geography  had  represented  Hampden  Sidney  as  nearly 
«itinct ;  my  honotir  as  a  President  was  not  therefore  very 
flattering.  All  titles  of  this  sort,  however,  go  for  mnch  in 
New  Ikigli^d,  and  I  was  often  placed  before  my  seniors  and 
betters.  I  was  invited  to  dine  with  the  professors  and  stu- 
dents, bat  Dr.  Hohnes,  the  author  of  the  Annals,  iMk  xne 
to  Ins  house. 

^*  I  preached  a  number  of  times  for  Dr.  Eckley  in  the 
Old  South,  and  two  or  three  times  for  Dr.  Morse,  in  Charles- 
town,  but  for  no  others.  The  principal  surprise  at  hearing 
me  preach  weus,  that  I,  a  Virginian,  should  avow  such  doc- 
trine. A  certain  Judge  Peabody,  after  one  of  my  discourses, 
expressed  this  opinion,  adding  that  he  had  supposed  ahnost 
all  the  educated  Virginians  to  be  Deists. 

^^  In  the  Old  South  Church  I  found  a  lingering  reKc  of 
Whitefield's  times,  in  a  convert  of  his  day,  a  lady  between 
eighty  and  ninety  years  of  age,  who  belonged  to  a  prayer- 
meeting,  founded  then,  which  had  been  kept  up  weekly, 
until  within  a  few  years.  Of  this  she  was  now  the  only 
surviving  member.  The  celebrated  Samuel  Adams,  signer 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  was  a  member  of  the 
Old  South,  but  too  infirm  to  come  out.  Having  spent  a 
week  or  ten  days  in  Boston,  I  mounted  my  horse  and  went 
on  my  way  towards  Newburyport." 

At  Ipswich  he  found  Dr.  Dana,  fether  of  the  present  ven- 
erable Dr.  Dana.  He  had  been  engaged  in  a  controversy  re- 
specting the  use  of  the  means  of  grace ;  in  which  he  and 
Dr.  Tappan,  of  Cambridge,  were  the  leading  writers  on  one 
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aide,  wgusuik  Dr  firing  aad  Dr.  TSmmfflw  on  the  efeer.  We 
here  lesame  the  fingmeat  efaatoUo^ 

'^I  pieaohed  at  Bo^ej^  the  day  after  I  left  Ipswioh, 
and  8aw  Mrs.  Biadfind  and  &mty.  It  is  pkaiant  to  meet 
with  evidenoe  of  having  been  the  infltnunent  of  good  to  any 
one^  after  having  remained  in  igooranoe  of  it  fcr  ahnott 
half  a  c^tory.  The  sister  of  Dr.  Ooggswdl  informs  me 
tibat  she  was  pres^at  at  that  sermon,  and  then  received 
her  first  religions  impressicms.  Mr.  Bradford  had  been  in 
his  lifetime  a  zealous  advocate  for  the  new  opinitMis  in  the- 
ologyy  and  his  pe(^le  had  caught  the  itch  of  disputation. 
Two  of  them,  of  whom  one  was  a  deacon,  came  to  the  house 
where  I  was  entertained,  that  I  might  settle  a  meti^hysical 
difference  whidi  they  had  been  discussing  for  some  time.  It 
was  whether  there  is  anything  in  the  mind  besides  exercises  P 
I  found  it  very  difficult  to  comprehend  what  they  meant ; 
for  at  that  time,  I  had  never  heard  of  what  is  called  the 
'Sxercise  Scheme.'  It  occurred  to  me  however,  that  my 
best  course  was  to  get  them  into  the  dispute  before  me^ 
which  I  did  by  asking  questions  of  one  and  the  other.  I 
was  greatly  amused  with  the  matter  and  manner  of  the  con* 
tsoversy,  and  began  to  understand  the  subject  in  debate. 

^'  The  next  day  I  went  into  Newburyport.  My  letter 
directed  me  first  to  Dr.  Springes ;  but  when  I  came  to  the 
house,  I  found  them  under  a  great  and  sudden  affliction. 
The  next  deigyman  on  my  list  was  the  Bev.  Daniel  Dana, 
a  s(m  (^  the  pastor  at  Ipswidi.  He  was  about  my  own  age, 
and  received  me  kmdly.  There  was  a  considerable  excite- 
mott  in  the  town,  where  the  Free  Will  Baptists  had  just 
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commenced  operations,  and  made  a  number  of  conv^rta.  I 
was  informed  by  Mr.  Dana,  that  although  there  were  ei^t 
Congr^ational  churches,  no  two  ministers  agreed  in  their 
theological  system.  One,  an  Englishman,  was  an  old-fiEish- 
ioned  Galvinist ;  another,  a  disciple  of  Gill,  was  called  an 
Antinomian ;  a  third  was  a  moderate  Galvinist ;  a  fourth 
an  ultra  Hopkinsian ;  a  fifth  an  Arminian,  and  a  sixth  a 
high  Arian.  These  are  all  that  I  remember,  and  I  preached 
£6t  them  alL  Indeed,  they  kept  me  so  constantly  at  work 
that  I  broke  down  towards  the  last,  and  was  obliged  to  cease 
on  account  of  a  pain  in  my  breast.  In  consequence  of  the 
affliction  in  Dr.  Spring's  fitmily,  I  saw  but  little  of  him ; 
otherwise  I  should  have  had  a  time  of  severe  sifting,  as  the 
Doctor  was  accustomed  by  a  train  of  logical  reasoning,  to 
push  his  opponent  to  the  conclusion  to  which  he  wished  to 
bring  him." 

One  day  Mr.  A.  dined  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Coffin,  the 
fkther  of  his  late  travelling  companion.  A  clergyman  pres- 
ent (for  the  manuscript  leaves  it  obscure  whether  it  was 
Dr.  Ooffin  or  another),  entered  into  discussion  with  him 
npouNthe  reigning  topics  of  the  day,  and  supposed  him  to 
concede  that  that  which  renders  an  action  morally  good,  is 
its  tendency  to  produce  the  greatest  amount  of  happiness. 
"  I  told  him  that  I  did  not  believe  it.  I  maintained  that 
holiness  has  an  intrinsic  excellence,  distinct  from  its  ten- 
dency to  promote  happiness,  an  excellence  greater  than  that 
of  happiness  itself  I  added  that  the  animal  creation  has  a 
constitution  which  renders  them  susceptible  of  happiness, 
and  yet  that  constitution  is  not  moral ;  that  many  inanimate 
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things  have  a  tendency  to  prodaoe  happiness,  which  never- 
thelees  does  not  stamp  them  with  the  character  of  virtue. 
He  lodcecf  me  ftdl  in  the  &ce  and  said,  ^  Where  were  yoa 
educated  ? '  I  replied  that  what  little  education  I  possessed 
was  obtaiaed  among  the  wild  mountains  of  Virginia." 

Leaving  Newburyport,  he  journeyed  towards  Exeter.  A 
trait  of  the  times  is  not  without  entertainment.  ^^  On  the 
way/'  says  he,  ^^  I  was  overtaken  by  a  man  on  horseback, 
whom  I  immediately  knew  to  be  a  clergyman,  by  the  three- 
cornered  hat  which  all  country  ministers  still  wore,  when 
they  appeared  in  public.  Dr.  Eckley  told  me  that  even  in 
Boston,  when  he  visited  the  older  people,  he  was  obliged  to 
put  on  the  cocked  hat,  as  they  considered  the  round  hat  too 
^buckish'  for  a  clergyman.  The  stranger  informed  me  that 
he  had  been  out  ^  candidating,'  that  is,  preaching  as  a  candi- 
date in  a  vacant  church.  Before  we  reached  Exeter,  he  turned 
aside  to  visit  a  rich  old  fstrmer,  and  to  fill  his  saddle-bags 
with  cucumbers  from  the  garden.  In  those  days,  a  pastor 
in  New  England  who  had  been  dismissed  from  his  people 
was  in  a  situation  little  better  than  if  deposed.  Poor  Mr. 
M.  N.  lived  in  a  dilapidated  house,  where  I  visited  him, 
and  where  there  seemed  to  be  no  supplies  but  the  cucumbers 
and  some  rusty  bapon.  I  greatly  commiserated  his  condi- 
tion ;  for  he  was  a  man  of  learning,  and  his  wife  was  a  well- 
educated  and  refined  woman,  of  great  simplicity. 

^^  The  Phillips  Academy,  at  Exeter,  was  the  most  cele- 
brated institution  of  the  kind  in  New  England.  After 
spending  a  week  in  Exeter,  Mr.  Bowland,  the  pastor,  ac- 
companied me  to  Portsmouth.  I  preached  here  several 
17 
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times  (tor  Dr.  Boclmunster)  in  the  week-evoiingg,  and  to 
ftill  honsea  I  found  the  Doctor  an  exceedingly  agreeable 
man ;  well-infi>nned  if  not  learned,  orthodox,  without  any 
nltraiflme,  but  not  abounding  in  zeaL  He  introduced  me  to 
his  son,  who  had  been  graduated  at  the  late  Commenoement, 
and  was  the  pride  of  Harvard.  He  was  full  of  anecdotes, 
such  as  were  current  at  Oambridge,  and  which  were  mostily 
intended  to  ridicule  evangelical  opinions/' 

From  Exeter  he  directed  his  ccmrse  toward  the  mountains 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  was  soon  in  the  midst  of  romantic 
soenery,  which  revived  the  associations  of  his  youth.  This  is 
a  proper  place  to  insert  some  paragraphs  £rom  a  publicatioii 
made  by  Dr.  Alexander  in  the  year  1850,  which  dmves  ad- 
ditional interest  from  the  recent  deatii  of  our  great  states- 
man, since  these  pages  were  commenced. 

^^  At  Harvard,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  introduced  to 
President  WiUard,  Professors  Tappan,  Pearson,  and  otiiera. 
I  was  also  able  to  attend  the  commencement  at  Dartmouth 
College.  In  passiog  from  Massachusetts  over  the  mountains 
of  New  Hampshire,  I  lodged  within  a  few  rods  of  the  house 
of  a  &rmer,  the  father  of  the  Honourable  Daniel  Webster. 
The  old  gentieman  came  over  to  the  tavern  in  the  morning^ 
and  chatted  for  half  an  hour.  Among  other  things  he  said 
that  he  had  a  son  at  Dartmouth,  who  was  about  to  take  his 
bachelor's  degree.  The  fiither  was  large  in  frame,  hig^- 
breasted  and  broad-shouldered,  and,  like  his  son,  had  heavy 
eyebrows.  He  was  an  a£Gskble  man,  of  sound  sense  and  con- 
siderable information,  and  expressed  a  wish  that  I  might  be 
acquainted  with  his  son,  of  whom  it  was  easy  to  see  that  he 
was  proud. 
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**  Amvii^  at  Hanover,  the  seat  of  the  College,  a  day  or 
two  before  the  eommenoement,  I  put  up  my  horse  and  se- 
cured a  room  at  one  of  the  two  public  houses.  On  the  mom- 
ing  of  the  commencement  I  presented  my  letters  to  President 
Wheelock,  and  was  received  with  a  profusion  of  ceremonious 
inclinations ;  for  it  was  pleasantly  said  that  the  President 
snflfered  no  man  to  have  tiie  last  bow.  This,  it  was  reported, 
was  put  to  the  test  by  a  person  of  some  assurance,  who 
undertook  to  compete  with  him  in  the  contest  of  politeness. 
He  acc(»dingly  took  his  leave,  bowed  himself  out  of  theman- 
skm,  and  continued  to  bow  as  bug  as  he  was  upon  the  premi- 
ses ;  but  the  President  followed  him  to  the  gate,  and  re- 
mained in  possession  of  the  field.  Dr.  Wheelock  was  a  man 
of  learning,  especially  in  the  department  of  history.  It  was 
said  that  he  had  a  great  historical  work  in  preparation,  but 
none  such  ever  appeared. 

^'  When  I  afterwards  returned  to  the  tavern,  I  was  sur- 
prised to  find  the  whole  house  filled  with  a  strange  and  mot- 
ley multitude.  My  own  room  was  occupied  by  a  company  of 
gamblers,  and  the  usual  circle  of  lookers-on.  I  loudly  as- 
serted my  daim  to  the  room,  threw  myself  on  my  reserved 
rights,  and  made  appeal  to  the  host.  He  declared  himself 
unable  to  tmn  the  people  out ;  the  Green  Mountain  Boys 
BfifeBied  to  be  good-natured,  but  perfectly  impracticable. 
At  this  jonoture  I  began  to  consider  my  situation  quite  de- 
plorable, when  leHrf  came  from  an  unexpected  quarter.  A 
note  was  delivered  to  me  from  a  gentleman  of  the  village, 
inviting  me  to  become  his  guest ;  by  singular  resolution  he 
had  kept  exclusive  possession  of  his  house,  the  only  one  in 
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Hanover  exempt  from  invasion.  I  found  ample  room  and 
hospitality.  It  appeared  that  a  letter  from  Salem,  Masea- 
chnsetts,  had  named  me  to  this  worthy  friend,  as  a  clergy- 
man of  Yiiginia,  making  a  first  journey  through  New  Eng- 
land. In  this  house  I  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  only 
other  guest,  the  Reverend  Theophilus  Packard,  now  Doctor 
Packard ;  whom  I  accompanied  to  his  home  in  Shelbume, 
and  there  spent  a  very  happy,  and  as  I  think,  profitable 
fortnight. 

"  At  the  Dartmouth  commencement,  (General  Eaton,  of 
eccentric  memory,  was  marshal  of  the  day,  and  was  unceasing 
in  busying  himself  about  the  order  of  the  procession  to  the 
church ;  giving  each  graduate,  of  every  college,  the  place 
due  to  his  seniority.  Among  the  speakers  was  young  Daniel 
Webster.  Little  dreaming  of  his  future  career  in  law,  elo- 
quence and  statesmanship,  he  pronounced  a  discourse  on  the 
recent  discoveries  in  Ghemistiy,  especially  those  of  Lavoi- 
sier, then  newly  made  public.'' 

As  the  introduction  of  this  extract  has  carried  us  a  little 
frurther  forward  than  we  intended,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
go  back  and  glance  at  a  few  incidents  of  the  road  to  Han- 
over. 

'^The  tavern  belonged  to  Capt.  Webster,  though  he 
lived  in  a  large  house  a  few  rods  distant.  The  morning  that 
I  was  to  set  out  to  cross  the  mountains,  two  clergymen 
drove  up,  both  alumni  of  Dartmouth,  and  on  their  way  to 
the  Commencement.  One  of  these  was  Mr.  (now  the  Bev. 
Dr.)  QiUett,  of  Hallowell,  in  Maine.  They  were  in  a  chaise 
and  I  was  on  horseback,  but  they  were  very  willing  to  make 
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fiequent  exchanges.  Mr.  GiUett  was  an  adept  in  meta- 
physical  discussion^  and  we  were  often  in  danger  of  upsetting 
the  chaise  among  the  rocks^  from  being  so  intent  on  our  dis- 
cussion.  The  other  clergyman  held  the  same  opinions,  but 
had  little  of  his  companion's  acuteness. 

^^  On  the  side  of  a  mountain,  for  we  had  many  to  cross, 
we  came  to  a  house  early  in  the  afternoon,  which  was  the 
only  place  for  a  great  distance  where  we  could  obtain  lodg- 
ings ;  here,  therefore,  we  determined  to  remain  over  night. 
On  conversing  with  the  woman  of  the  housQ,  I  found  that 
she  had  recently  obtained  experience  of  religion,  though  she 
had  heard  no  preaching.  Her  eldest  son  had  gone  out  into 
the  forest  to  cut  some  fire-wood,  when  the  limb  of  a  tree  fell 
on  his  head  and  broke  his  skulL  He  was  brought  home  dead. 
For  a  fortnight  the  mother  wept  day  and  night,  and  was  in- 
consolable. At  length  it  came  strongly  into  her  mind  that 
there  was  no  use  in  grieving  for  the  child,  but  that  she  had 
great  cause  to  grieve  for  her  sins.  From  this  time  she  began 
to  experienoe  a  change  in  her  feelings.  She  ceased  to  mourn 
for  her  loss,  and  sorrowed  for  her  guilt,  until  God  manifested 
himself  as  reconciled  through  Jesus  Christ.  As  the  people 
living  on  the  mountain  were  entirely  destitute  of  preaching, 
we  proposed  to  have  the  neighbours  collected  in  the  evening ; 
when  Mr.  Gillett  preached  to  them  on  the  doctrine  of 
Election. 

^^  Next  day  we  took  the  road  to  Enfield,  a  Shaker  village, 
as  we  were  all  desirous  to  see  and  converse  with  this  strange' 
people.  We  arrived  about  noon,  and  found  all  the  shops 
dosed,  as  the  men  were  out  clearing  new  ground ;  with  the 
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excepti<m  of  tibe  MifftB,  who  never  pat  their  haeds  to  aaj 
khoor." 

It  is  a  fiujt  not  generally  known^  that  shortly  after  his 
return  home,  and  through  the  influence  of  Judge  Niles,  Mr. 
Alexander  received  the  iq)pointment  of  Phillips  Professor  of 
Theology  in  Dartmouth  College.  The  book  of  the  Trustees 
shows  that  this  election  took  place  at  the  Annual  Meeting 
in  August,  1802.  From  Hanover  he  went  to  Shelburne, 
upon  an  invitation  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Packard,  afterwards  Dr. 
Packard.  "I  was  the  more  willing  to  do  this,"  he  writes, 
^^as  Mr.  P.  had  just  received  a  letter  from  home,  informiog 
him  that  a  revival  had  commenced  in  one  part  of  his  parish. 
At  Westminster,  we  found,  very  appropriately,  an  Assembly 
of  Divines.  The  Oongr^ational  ministers  of  New  Hamp- 
shire were  met  in  Q^neral  Association.  During  my  stay  of 
a  fortnight  with  my  firiend  Packard,  he  never  preached  once 
in  his  own  church.  Besides  the  services  of  the  Sabbath,  we 
had  meetings  on  week  days  in  several  parts  of  the  congrega- 
tion. We  also  visited  £rom  house  to  house,  where  there  were 
any  under  serious  impressions.  One  thing  in  the  exercises 
and  conduct  of  the  awakened  surprised  me.  They  sat  still 
and  believed  it  improper  to  pray  or  use  any  means  except 
hearing,  until  they  received  the  gift  of  a  new  heart.  I 
preached  as  usual,  and  exhorted  inquirers  to  pray,  read,  &c. 
Two  cases  among  the  awakened  I  must  mention,  because 
they  were  brought  to  my  remembrance  many  years  aft;er- 
ward^  in  a  very  pleasing  way.  At  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Fisk, 
we  found  his  wife  and  daughter  in  the  deepest  distress,  yet 
using  no  means,  but  sitting  still  and  waiting  for  the  convert- 
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ing  inflnencea  of  the  Spirit.  Betii  were  oonyiiiced  of  their  lost 
estate  and  utter  helplefisness,  taking  aU  the  blame  to  them- 
sdves.  The  next  day,  as  the  assembly  conld  not  be  accom* 
modated  within,  I  preached  in  an  orchard.  Before  I  began 
I  peroeived  Mrs.  Fisk  walking  briskly  towards  the  table  on 
which  I  stood,  and  the  first  glance  I  had  of  h^  comitenanoe 
assured  me  that  her  feelings  had  undergone  a  change.  I 
intimated  this  to  Mr.  Packard,  who  immediately  after  the 
service  spc^e  to  her  and  found  that  she  was  full  of  joy  and 
love.  Many  years  after  this,  the  Bev.  Pliny  Fisk,  the 
missioiiary  to  Palestine,  called  upon  me,  telling  me  that  he 
came  at  the  request  of  his  mother,  who  had  enjoined  it  upon 
him,  if  he  ever  should  be  within  fifty  miles  of  me,  to  make 
himself  known  as  a  son  of  the  woman  who  was  converted 
while  I  was  in  Shelbume. 

^On  another  day  we  stopped  at  the  house  of  an  old  man, 
also  named  Fisk,  who  had  a  son  with  a  large  fiunily  living  in 
the  same  house  with  him.  One  of  the  children,  about  nine 
or  ten  years  of  age,  was  under  serious  impressions,  and  was 
called  up  for  us  to  converse  with  him.  After  a  longer  period 
than  the  one  above  mentioned,  and  long  after  I  had  known 
the  Bev.  Dr.  Ezra  Fisk,  of  Goshen,  he  one  day  asked  me  if 
I  lememb^ed  talking  with  a  boy  in  Shelbume,  describing 
the  circumstances.  And  on  my  replying  that  I  did,  he  said, 
<I  am  that  boy.'  Harvey  Fisk,  once  my  pupil,  and  after- 
wards much  ei^aged  in  the  service  of  the  American  Sunday 
Schocd  Union,  informed  me  that  another  person  l^  the  name 
of  Fiak,  who  became  a  minister  and  was  eminent  for  his 
piety,  dated  his  conversion  from  the  same  revival. 
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^^  The  people  of  Shelbome  seemed  lelnctant  to  part  with 
me.  The  pastor  and  a  nmnber  of  others  aooompanied  me 
to  Conway,  the  next  town,  where  I  was  to  preach  for  old  Mr. 
Emerson,  who  had  been  unable  to  walk  for  many  months. 
He  was  a  meek  and  pious  man,  of  the  old  school  of  Puritans, 
and  an  uncle  of  the  Emerson  of  Boston,  who  became  a 
Unitarian.  He  told  me  that  the  father  of  the  latter  was  a 
pious  and  orthodox  man  ;  and  that  when  he  had  reminded 
his  nephew  of  this,  the  reply  was,  that  if  his  &ther  had 
lived  to  this  time,  he  would  in  like  manner  have  changed  his 
opinions.  Here  I  found  many  sincere  and  benevolent  per- 
sons ;  but  I  could  observe  that  I  was  no  longer  under  the 
doud  which  showered  its  blessings  over  Shelbume.  Leaving 
the  higher  parts  of  Massachusetts,  I  descended  to  the  valley 
of  the  Connecticut,  and  soon  found  myself  in  Northampton, 
the  town  made  memorable  by  President  Edwards.  At  Hat- 
field I  called  on  Dr.  Lyman,  whom  I  had  seen  before.'*  At 
Hartford  he  again  visited  Br.  Strong,  who  engaged  him  to 
write  for  the  Connecticut  Magazine.  At  his  request,  Dr. 
(3eorge  Baxter  contributed  to  this  work  an  account  of  the 
great  revival  in  the  South.  By  eacfy  stages  he  continued 
his  homeward  way,  through  New  Haven  and  the  towns  upon 
the  Sound  to  the  city  of  New- York.  Here  he  preached  on 
a  Lord's  Day  evening  in  the  Brick  Church,  for  Dr.  Bodgers. 
The  next  day  was  partly  spent  at  Newark,  with  the  venera- 
ble Dr.  McWhorter,  after  which  he  proceeded  to  Elizabeth- 
town,  and  visited  the  Bev.  Henry  EoUock,  at  the  house  of 
his  &ther.  It  was  a  &vourite  plan  of  Mr.  EoUock  to  have 
his  friend  settled  in  the  oongr^ation  of  Orange,  but  tiie 
steps  taken  by  him  were  imsuccessfuL 
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Princeton  was  visited  in  the  return^  and  the  following 
nomtivey  which  has  been  already  printed,  is  here  in  place. 

^^  Princeton  was  taken  in  my  journey  homeward.  In  this 
town,  likewise,  it  was  no  easy  matter  to  find  a  place  to  lay 
my  head,  so  great  was  the  concourse  of  strangers.  But  my 
Mend  Mr.  Henry  Eollock,  afterwards  distinguished  as  a 
preacher,  and  who  had  recently  been  a  tutor  in  the  college, 
kindly  introduced  me  to  the  house  of  old  Mrs.  Ejiox,  where 
the  students  of  divinity  had  their  abode. 

^^  The  appearance  of  the  Trustees  and  Professors  struck 
me  with  awe.  I  seriously  question  whether  such  a  body  of 
men,  for  dignity  and  importance,  as  then  composed  the 
Board  could  have  been  found  in  any  part  of  the  country.  I 
need  only  name  Dr.  McWhorter,  Elias  Boudinot,  LL.  D., 
John  Bayard,  Esq.,  Dr.  John  Woodhull,  the  Hon.  William 
Paterson,  Dr.  Green,  the  Bev.  James  F.  Armstrong,  the 
Hon.  Bichard  Stockton,  Gk)vemor  Bloomfldd,  and  Judge 
Wallace.  The  class  then  commencing  Bachelors  of  Arts 
included  the  late  Mr.  Biddle,  Mr.  Bobert  Qoodloe  Harper, 
the  Bev.  Andrew  Thompson,  Mr.  Henry  E.  Watkins,  Pro* 
fessor  Cook  of  Kentucky,  the  Bev.  Dr.  Johnson  of  Newburgh, 
and  the  Bev.  Dr.  John  McDowell  of  Philadelphia. 

*^  The  President,  Dr.  Samuel  Stanhope  Smith,  I  had  met 
in  Philadelphia,  six  or  seven  years  before ;  and  certainly, 
viewing  him  as  in  his  meridian,  I  have  never  seen  his  equal 
in  elegance  of  person  and  manner&  Dignity  and  winnii^ 
grace  were  remarkably  united  in  his  expressive  countenance. 
ffis  large  blue  eye  had  a  penetration  which  commanded  the 
respect  of  all  beholders.    Notwithstanding  the  want  of 
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hficdth,  hiB  cheek  had  a  bright  rosjr  tint,  and  hie  flmik 
lighted  up  tiie  TThole  &oe.  The  tcmee  of  his  location  had  a 
thrilling  peculiarity,  and  this  was  more  ramaxkable  in  his 
preaching,  whem  it  is  well  kiK>wn  tibiat  he  imitated  the 
elaborate  polish  and  oratorical  glow  of  the  French  schod. 
Little  of  this  impression  can  be  derived  from  his  pnblidied 
discoacses,  which  disappoint  those  who  do  not  know  the 
diarm  of  his  delivery. 

*^  On  this  occasion  Dr.  Smith  appeared  to  great  advan^ 
tage,  for  though  he  had  passed  his  acme,  he  was  erect  and 
fbll  of  spirita  The  formality  nsed  in  the  collation  of  de- 
grees does  not  appear  to  be  of  much  importance,  but  with 
the  scmorons  voice  and  imposing  mien  of  President  Smith,  it 
added  dignity  to  the  scene,  and  left  an  indelible  impression. 

^^  The  Ck)ll^  of  New  Jersey  at  that  time  contained  some 
yonng  men  who  were  fiur  above  the  ordinary  level  of  attain- 
ments ;  distinguished  for  a  hi^  sense  of  honour,  which  pre- 
SOTved  them  firom  the  despicable  courses  in  which  miBguided 
youth  sometimes  seek  distinction.  It  was  gratifying  to  ob- 
serve, that  these  young  men  were  the  fitvourites  of  the  Pro- 
flident,  and  that,  in  th^  turn,  they  were  strongly  attadied 
to  him.  Some  of  them  still  live,  to  reflect  honour  on  their 
Alma  Mater ;  but  I  will  not  name  those  who  occur  to  me, 
lest  I  do  an  unintentional  iiyustice  to  the  rest.  Some,  alas, 
are  extinct ;  but  some  may  be  found  shining  as  stars,  with 
amM  but  brilliant  lustre,  in  the  civil  as  well  as  the  ecclest- 
astioal  firmament. 

^^  Doctor  John  Maclean,  a  native  <^  Scotland,  after  pur- 
siang  ihe  path  of  science  with  indefiitigaUe  zeal,  so  &r  as  it 
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that  hemight  avail  himself  of  the  iiMsceased  fiunlities  afifoided 
for  {^yncal  lesearoheB  in  the  schocds  of  Paris.  After  accom* 
plishing  this  pnipose^  Dr.  Maclean  emigrated  to  Amerioai 
in  1795)  and  became  (me  of  the  most  popnlar  professon  who 
ev^  giaced  the  college.  He  was  at  home  ahnost  eqnally  in 
all  blanches  <^  sdenoe ;  Ghemistrjr,  Natural  History,  Ma* 
ibematics  and  Natural  Philosophy,  successiyely  claimed  hie 
attention.  It  is  believed  that  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  re- 
produce in  America  the  views  of  the  new  French  school  in 
Chemistiy :  oql  this  subject  he  waged  a  successftd  war  with 
Dr.  Priestley,  the  great  champion  for  phlogiston.  Nk)  (me 
could  attttid  a  commencement  at  Princeton,  without  perceiv- 
ing that  Professor  Maclean  was,  as  it  were,  the  soul  of  the 
&culty.  He  enjoyed  the  attachm^t  of  all  the  students, 
unless  perhaps  some  of  the  idle  and  aband(Hied  ;  it  is  these 
who,  in  all  colleges,  diq>lay  the  opposite  temper. 

^^  At  the  time  of  my  visit,  Dr.  Maclean  was  in  the  prime 
of  life,  a  gentleman  of  fii^  appearance,  polbhed  manners, 
and  a  disposition  remarkable  for  kindness  and  cordiality.  He 
is  now  remembered,  as  the  students'  fitiend,  with  smcere  and 
tender  attachment,  by  many  of  his  surviving  pupils.  It  is 
no  part  of  these  paragraphs,  to  follow  any  of  the  perscms 
named  into  iheir  subsequent  life,  but  only  to  noto  these  ind- 
dents  of  a  day  which  was  full  of  interest.  After  the  other 
honorary  degrees  had  been  announced,  the  Trustees,  by  a 
consultation  at  the  moment  on  the  stagey  agreed  to  confer 
on  the  writer  the  d^ree  of  Master  of  Arts ;  an  act,  which, 
it  seems,  was  never  entered  on  thehr  minutes ;   and  in 
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the  evening  he  was  iniidated  into  the  American  Whi^ 
Bociety."  ^  On  this  occasion  he  was  accompanied  to  Prince- 
ton by  Mr.  Eollock^  and  Mr.  Beasley,  afterwards  Provost  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  Philadelphia  he  preached  for  Dr.  Limii  whose  health 
was  impaired.  In  Baltimore  he  stopped  with  his  old  pre- 
ceptor, Dr.  Priestley,  already  mentioned  in  these  pages.  He 
was  forther  detained  to  snpply  the  pulpit  of  Dr.  Alison,  who 
had  sunk  into  a  melancholy  state.  The  impression  made  by 
these  services,  as  will  presently  appear,  was  such  as  made  it 
likely  for  a  while  that  his  lot  might  be  cast  in  Baltimore ; 
and  the  remembrance  of  them  was  long  cherished  in  that 
city.  After  this  he  hastened  to  Hopewell,  where  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  his  approaching  marriage. 

In  the  retrospect  of  this  tour,  he  was  accustomed  to 
speak  of  it  as  one  of  the  most  agreeable  and  instructive  por- 
tions of  his  life.  That  part  of  it  which  brought  him  into 
acquaintance  with  New  England,  its  clergy,  its  manners  and 
its  revivals,  he  always  recurred  to  with  pleasure.  To  this 
may  be  traced  the  remarkable  absence  of  all  prejudice  and 
rancour  which  marked  his  feelings  and  language  towards  the 
churches  of  that  land.  Of  their  hospitality  he  used  to 
speak  in  warm  terms,  and  as  to  the  inquisitiveness  which  he 
had  been  taught  to  expect  from  the  people,  he  declared  it  to 
be  less  than  he  had  encountered  in  his  native  State.  And 
although  he  spent  but  a  few  months  in  that  r^on,  the  mode 
of  travelling  which  he  employed,  and  the  inlimate  relations 

*  Prinoetoii  Magailii«^  ISSa 
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he  suBtamed  to  ministers  and  private  fiunilieSy  afforded  fkr 
better  opp(»rtunity  for  observation  tban  a  mnCb  longer  time, 
passed  in  tbe  modem  meUiods  of  speedy  transit,  and  sojonm 
at  places  of  public  entertainment.  In  moments  of  relaxa- 
tion at  the  fireside,  his  fond  of  anecdote  concerning  this  tour 
was  inexhaustible  ;  and  he  loved  to  recall  these  scenes  on 
occasions  when  he  was  visited  by  Mends  fix)m  that  part  of 
the  coimtry. 

His  return  to  Prince  Edward  and  to  the  College  was 
bailed  with  much  cordiality,  and  the  old  president's  house 
was  put  into  repair,  in  expectation  of  his  new  relations. 
During  the  winter  of  1801-2,  he  spent  most  of  his  time 
in  Charlotte,  under  the  hospitable  roof  of  Major  Bead. 
His  preaching  labours  were  abundant,  and  were  attended 
with  some  success. 

In  the  year  1801,  on  his  return  from  New  England,  he 
passed  a  night,  as  has  been  said,  at  jthe  house  of  Dr.  Priestly, 
who  was  at  that  time  a  member  of  the  First  Church  in  Balti- 
more. As  Dr.  Alison,  the  pastor,  was  then  in  feeble  health, 
Mr,  Alexander,  somewhat  reluctantly,  consented  to  remain 
and  preach,  as  there  was  but  one  intervening  day  before  the 
Sabbath.  Early  on  Monday  morning  he  proceeded  on  his 
journey,  but  having  acquaintances  in  Alexandria  he  stopped 
there,  and  found  the  Presbytery  of  Baltimore  in  session ; 
before  whom  he  preached  at  their  request.  Before  he  left 
the  place,  letters  were  received  both  by  himself  and  Dr. 
Muir,  requesting  hrm  to  return  to  Baltimore  and  preach 
for  several  weeka  At  the  urgeut  request  of  Dr.  Muir  and 
other  clergymen,  he  complied.    The  result  was,  that  after 
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bis  arrival  at  home  he  received  a  call  to  be  the  pastor  of 
that  churcL* 

To  the  same  part  of  the  period  which  has  lately  engaged 
us^  we  refer  a  discourse^  which  is  mentioned  in  the  following 
extract  of  a  letter  to  the  author.  '^  It  occurs  to  me  to  men- 
tion a  little  incident  connected  with  our  parents,  which, 
though  but  one  among  hundreds  of  similar  character,  was 
followed  by  important  personal  results,  and  so  by  a  train  of 
interesting  facts,  of  more  general  influence.  My  mother's 
religious  education  was  very  defective.  Her  mother,  who 
was  pious,  died  in  early  life,  and  her  moral  training  was  left 
vety  much  to  chance.  On  growing  up  and  manying  into  a 
religious  family,  she  became  the  subject  of  serious  impres- 
sions. She  has  often  told  me  that  her  permanent  religious 
interest  was  due  to  a  sermon  of  your  fether's,  on  the  charac- 
ter of  ButL  I  presume  he  subsequently  wrote  it  out  as  a 
tract,  *  Ruth  the  Moabitess,'  published  by  our  Board.  After 
my  father's  death,  in  1819,  my  mother  was  left,  with  three 
or  four  others  scattered  over  the  county,  the  only  Presbyte- 
rians in  it.  Her  house  became  the  rallying-point,  and  her 
efforts  and  prayers  were  blessed  in  a  few  years,  first,  to  the 
procuring  of  missionaries,  and  then  to  the  organization  of  a 
church.  I  well  remember  the  first  appearance  at  Montrose 
of  the  first  pastor,  then  a  missionary ;  his  preaching,  I  think 
his  first  sermon,  in  the  old  family  residence ;  my  mother's 
joy,  an^  her  efforts  and  sacrifices  to  keep  her  household  in 
possession  of  the  means  of  grace.    I  have  often  thought  of 

•  Letter  of  Dr.  Alexander  to  Dr.  Baekoa,  September  18,  1847. 
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the  providence  of  Qod  which  blessed  that  sermon^  and  of  all 
the  giBcioiis  results  which  seem  so  intimately  connected  with 
it.  Doabtless  many  other  single  sennons  have  been  equaD^ 
blessed.  I  only  relate  this^  as  one  of  the  cases,  in  which.  Qod 
by  his  providence  lifts  the  veil,  as  he  also  does  by  his  in- 
spbation,  and  permits  ns  to  see  the  causes  and  ends  of  his 
works."  * 

•  Letter  of  the  Rer.  B.  M.  Smitii. 
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CHAPTER  TWELFTH. 
1802—1806. 

MABBIAGB— <X>LLXOB  LAB0TJB8 — ^PREACHING— CALL  TO  PHILADXLPHIA— SBT- 
TLBMSNT  IN  PINE-8TBEET  OHUBOH — ^LABOUBS  IN  PHUJLDSLPHIA. — 
SYANQSUOAL  BOOIETT — ^ABSOOIATES — BTUDIB8 — FBOOBMBB. 

ON  the  fifth  day  of  April,  1802,  he  was  married  to 
Janetta  Waddel,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Waddel  of 
the  county  of  Louisa.  It  may  be  safely  said  that  no  man 
"was  ever  more  blessed  in  such  a  connection.  If  the  un- 
common beauty  and  artless  grace  of  this  lady  were  strong 
attractions  in  the  days  of  youth,  there  were  higher  qualities 
which  made  the  union  inexpressibly  felicitous  during  almost 
half  a  century.  For  domestic  wisdom,  selfHsacrificing  affec- 
tion, humble  piety,  industry,  inexhaustible  stores  of  vivacious 
conversation,  hospitality  to  his  friends,  sympathy  with  his 
cares,  and  love  to  their  children,  she  was  such  a  gift  as  Qoi 
bestows  only  on  the  most  favoured.  While  during  a  laige 
part  of  middle  life  he  was  subject  to  a  variety  of  maladies, 
.she  was  preserved  in  unbroken  health.  When  his  spirits 
flagged,  she  was  always  prompt  and  stdlftd  to  cheer  and 
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comfort.  And  as  his  days  were  filled  with  spiritual  and 
literary  toils,  she  relieved  him  from  the  whole  charge  <^ 
domestic  affidrs.  Without  the  show  of  any  conjugal  bland- 
ishments, there  was  through  life  a  perfect  coincidence  of 
▼lews,  and  a  respectful  affection  which  may  be  recommended 
as  a  model  It  pleased  Gk)d  to  spare  to  him  this  faithful 
ministry  of  revering  love  to  the  very  last,  and  when  the 
earthly  tie  was  lm>ken  to  make  the  separation  short. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1802,  he  removed  to  Hampden 
Sidney,  and  resumed  his  charge  of  the  c<^^.  Mr.  Bice 
was  still  \m  principal  coadjutor,  as  Mr.  Speece  had  removed 
to  a  pastoral  charge  in  Maryland.  Of  the  ensuii^  years  we 
have  slender  records.  Their  colour  was  probably  not  very 
different  from  those  which  have  been  noticed.  Beddes  the 
perpetual  demand  for  pulpit  labours,  in  a  region  where  to 
this  day  mimsters  travel  &r  to  preach  the  Word,  there  was 
a  neo^ty  for  unwearied  application  to  the  difficult  branches 
<^  public  instruction.  His  field  of  knowledge  was  enlarging 
its  limits,  and  his  opinions  on  all  subjects  were  taking  their 
settled  forms.  Having  resided  in  the  same  region  many  years 
since,  we  can  testify  that  his  reputation  as  a  preacher  was 
extraordinary.  Malring  all  the  abatements  which  may  be 
needful,  it  must  still  be  acknowledged  that  for  vigour,  anima- 
tion and  charm  of  deliver^,  his  efforts  at  this  time  were  sur- 
passed by  none  during  his  whole  career.  His  health  had  been 
ismgorateiy  he  had  acquired  a  confidence  which  had  been 
wanting  in  his  earlier  efforts,  his  person  was  attractive,  and 
the  vehemence  and  decoration  of  discourse  were  greater  than 
in  later  years. 

18 
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The  Idtten  of  ibis  time  which  remain  aie  few  indeed ; 
iduchenhaiicestheTabieof  that  which  feDowB,  abort  aeitia 


MB.   ALBXANDBB  TO  MBS.   GBAHAM. 

"HAXPDBf  SiDNXT,  My  19,  1808. 

"Dbab  Sibtbb: — 

^^  By  John  Ohavia  I  received  yours,  and  past  ovw 
all  the  rest  to  answer  that  part  in  which  yon  expiees  some 
nneasiness  at  my  entertaining  donbts  respecting  the  genuine- 
ness of  the  Kentucky  revivaL 

^*  In  answer,  I  observe,  that  I  have  never  at  any  time 
expressed  such  doubts,  though  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
I  have  said  what  some  would  suppose  to  indicate  such  a  state 
of  mind.  I  have  not  doubted  that  much  good  has  been 
done  in  that  country,  and  that  a  considerable  number  have 
experienced  true  religion.  All  these  effects  I  attribute 
without  hesitation  to  God.  And  in  proportion  as  I  obtain 
evidence  of  the  existence  of  such  effects,  I  am  confirmed  in 
the  opinion  that  the  Spirit  of  €k>d  has  been  poured  out. 
But  I  have  supposed,  and  now  think,  that  those  extra(»di- 
nary  bodily  appearances  furnish  no  evidence  of  a  saving 
epilation  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  If  I  should  not  be  able  to  ac- 
count for  them  upon  common  and  natural  principles,  I  yet 
have  no  right  to  ascribe  them  to  the  immediate  agency  of 
divine  power,  unless  they  are  among  effects  promised  to  be 
produced.  If  no  stress  be  laid  on  them,  I  have  nothing  to 
say  in  relation  to  them.  If  they  furnish  no  evidence  in 
fEivour  of  a  work  being  of  Gk)d,  they  can,  I  presume,  afford 
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none  that  it  is  not  If  they  are  tanked  with  tears^  ciyhig, 
&o*,  the  common  effecti  of  religiotis  paasionB,  X  am  neither 
afiended  with  them,  nor  am  I  much  dehgfated  widi  them.  I 
have  moreover  supposed,  and  ^  stOl  sappoee,  that  many 
measores  were  adopted  by  the  condnctors  of  this  work, 
which  were  impradent  and  nnwarrantabla  When  people 
are  nnder  strong  rehgions  impressions,  there  is  more  need  of 
r^olation  and  restraint  than  of  encouragement.  To  give  an 
instance — six  or  ten  persons  exhorting  at  once — five  hundred 
praying  as  loud  as  they  can  cry ;  these  things  occurred 
in  Carolina.  My  opinion  is  that  the  firuit  of  this  revival 
will  by  no  means  answer  the  appearances,  and  that  the  de- 
dension  will  be  so  apparent,  that  the  unbelieving  will  be 
greatly  hardened.  In  all  these  opinions,  however,  I  have  a 
reserve.  I  have  not  been  an  eye-witness  to  the  work ;  if  I 
were,  I  might  judge  differently  <^  many  things. 

<'  I  lemain  your  affectionate  brother, 

"A.  A." 

^^  About  this  time,''  says  he,  ^*  the  conduct  of  the  students 
became  very  iiregular,  and  I  grew  weary  of  governing  them. 
I  had  been  invited  in  the  spring  of  1806,  to  visit  the  Third 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Philadelphia,  made  vacant  by  the 
removal  of  Dr.  MiUedoler  to  New-York.^  I  declined  the 
invitation,  but  in  September  I  was  again  requested  to  visit 
the  city,  as  there  was  no  hope  of  fixing  upon  any  other 
candidate.     This  came  just  at  the  time  when  our  students 

•  The  eaU  wm  approredby  Um  PreBbytery,  Cot  SSd,  180«. 
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were  in  a  state  of  much  turbulence  and  inBuboidination. 
Without  consulting  any  of  my  friends,  I  set  out  for  Phila^ 
delplua,  where  I  preached  for  two  Sabbaths  as  well  as  during 
the  week.''  The  result  was  a  unanimous  call  to  the  church 
in  Pine  Street.  Immediately  on  his  return  home  he  pro- 
cured a  meeting  of  the  Presbytery,  and  the  Trustees  of 
the  Coll^  met  on  the  same  day,  when  he  requested  to 
be  dismissed  from  both  chaiges.  In  all  this  proceeding  he 
seems  to  have  acted  with  much  decision  of  purpose  ;  so  that 
his  friends  did  not  venture  to  lay  any  obstacle  in  his  way, 
while  they  were  by  no  means  convinced  that  he  was  wise  in 
the  removal  The  step  was  an  important  one,  as  it  severed 
him  from  his  native  State,  and  led  the  way  to  those  more 
important  engagements  as  a  theological  instructor,  for  which 
Providence  had  all  along  been  preparing  him. 

In  subsequent  years,  and  even  to  the  dose  of  his  life,  he 
recurred  to  these  years  of  ministry  in  Virginia  with  fond 
emotion.  They  were  connected  with  his  most  animating 
labours  and  most  visible  success.  He  never  could  cease  to 
Iwnent  the  loss  of  that  peculiar  warmth  and  cordiality  which 
belonged  to  Southern  Christians  ;  and  he  was  often  heard  to 
say,  that  although  he  believed  he  had  attained  greater  use- 
frdness  by  his  removal,  he  had  sustained  a  great  loss  as  to 
personal  and  social  comfort.  In  all  those  things  which  at- 
tract the  observation  of  the  public,  these  were  his  best  days. 
An  exuberant  hilarity  made  his  companionship  delightfrd, 
as  will  be  readily  believed  by  those  vrbo  remember  the  clear 
loud  laugh  even  of  his  latter  years.  The  circumstances  in 
which  he  had  grown  up  in  his  early  ministry,  among  a 
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number  of  active  and  inquiring  Hunds^  rendered  controversy 
inevitable;  and  we  can  recall  the  days  in  whicli  debates 
on  theological  topics  were  carried  to  all  the  lengths  of  ex- 
citement, which  are  not  inconsistent  with  good  nature  and 
Christian  friendship.  We  regard  the  period  which  we  now 
bring  to  a  dose,  as  that  in  which,  with  regard  to  every  impor- 
tant trait  and  Acuity,  his  mind  and  character  took  their 
femt  Wider  range  of  knowledge,  richer  stores  of  accumu- 
lation, sounder  experi^ice,  keener  sagacity,  more  prophetic 
forecast,  there  may  have  come  with  advancing  years,  but  in 
whatsoever  can  attract  in  the  man,  or  impress  in  the  preacher, 
he  was  just  now  at  a  point  of  culmination. 

Another  remark  is  still  more  obvious;  this  was  the 
eventful  period  of  his  life.  From  this  time  forward,  and  es- 
pedaQy  after  the  single  remove  to  New  Jersey,  there  was  no 
more  change  of  place  or  occupation,  but  life  flowed  on  in  a 
placid  current.  Up  to  this  time  on  the  contrary,  events  had 
fetOowed  one  another  in  very  rapid  succession.  Indeed,  from 
his  very  boyhood,  he  may  be  said  to  have  been  in  a  continual 
change.  This  served  in  a  very  remarkable  degree  to  form 
his  character,  to  enlarge  his  views,  to  afford  sides  of  approach 
to  various  persons  and  influences,  and  to  redeem  him  for  all 
his  years  <^  study  from  every  thing  like  the  narrowness, 
pedantry  and  sti£GEie8S  of  the  schools  and  the  closet.  As  it 
regards  the  most  important  of  all  qualifications,  it  may  be 
affirmed  without  hesitation,  that  these  were  years  of  spiritual 
adyancement.  He  was  incessantly  engaged  in  efforts  to  do 
good  as  an  instructor  of  youth  and  as  a  preacher,  in  public 
and  private.    The  savour  of  his  unobtrusive  piety  remained 
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as  a  hoi  J  fragrenee  in  that  part  isi  tiie  ohmcb,  l(n]g  after  he 
had  removed  fiom  it,  and  a  few  aged  penoDB  stSl  survive, 
who  love  to  relate  how  his  &oe  teemed  to  shine  ttom  acts 
of  private  commimion,  and  how  his  disoonrse,  even  more 
freAy  than  in  later  years,  broke  forth  in  doqnent  and  pa- 
thetic appeals  upon  divine  subjects.  We  are  induced  to 
belkfve  that  the  very  trafais  of  thought,  which  went  to  con- 
stitute those  practical  sermons,  which  were  singularly  ad- 
mirable for  the  intertexture  of  doctrine  and  experience,  were 
constructed  during  the  meditations  and  labours  of  this  period. 
By  all  this  process,  Qod  was  preparing  him  for  the  important 
post,  at  which  his  dosing  years  were  to  be  spent. 

Having  determined  to  leave  Virginia,  Mr.  Alexander 
hastened  to  effect  a  speedy  settlement  in  his  new  home. 
His  little  femily  had  abeady  been  taken  to  H(^well,  and 
did  not  return  to  Prince  Edward. 

We  have  haj^fly  recovered  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Qraham,  whidi 
siqpplies  some  fsicts  of  this  period.  ^^  We  set  out  fiom  Dr. 
WadddV'  so  he  writes  in  1807,  ''cm  November  24th,  and 
reached  Philadelphia  on  the  8th  of  December ;  Hie  roads  were 
deep  and  the  weather  un&vourable.  We  were  detained  two 
days  in  Fanquier  by  high  water,  and  two  mote  at  Leesburg 
by  bad  roads.  At  the  last  m^aticmed  plaoe,  Mr.  Mines  is 
settled,  but  his  situation  is  by  no  means  comfiMrtable.  His 
expectations  haye  not  been  realised,  either  as  to  sui^K>rt 
or  usflfalnesa  We  staid  at  his  house,  and  were  treated  with 
the  greatest  kindness.  There  are  here  some  excellent  Ohris- 
tianfl,  and  upon  the  whole,  the  village  contains  as  many  re- 
q^otaUe  fimdlies  as  any  one  (^  the  same  siae  in  ^Tirginia. 
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^*Beb»  I  left  Prinoe  Edward^  I  wrote  to  the  paopfo 
hem  to  meet  me  with  a  cacriage  at  Little  York,  expecting 
to  arrive  there  by  the  first  day  of  December ;  bat  we  were  so 
mxuik  retarded  by  the  causes  already  stated,  that  we  were 
still  in  Virginia  at  the  appointed  time.  After  passing 
Vredeiidctown  a  few  miles,  the  axle-tree  of  our  carriage 
SMpped  in  two,  and  we  were  obliged  to  walk  half  a  mile 
back  to  get  to  a  house,  and  to  contriye  some  means  of  get* 
ting  the  carriage  to  Fredericktown  to  be  mended.  We  felt 
very  little  disconcerted,  although  the  prospect  was  gloomy. 
I  left  Janetta  and  the  children  in  the  house,  and  took  a 
young  man  back  with  me  to  the  carriage.  We  were  en- 
gaged in  festening  it  as  well  as  we  could,  when  I  lifted  up 
my  eyes  and  saw  an  empty  carriage  approaching.  As  so<m 
as  I  saw  it  I  said)  ^  There  is  the  carriage  from  Philadelphia^ 
which  was  to  meet  us ! '  And  so  it  was.  We  now  under- 
stood the  reason  why  our  axle-tree  broke  ;  fer  half  a  mile 
before  us  there  was  an  ugly  little  river  which  had  been  much 
swcdlen  by  the  rains,  and  which  we  should  have  oioseed  with 
danger,  our  horses  beu^  jaded  Besides,  on  that  very  night 
a  very  heavy  snow  began  to  fall,  through  which  we  could 
have  made  no  progress  without  an  excellent  driver  and  good 
hoEses ;  and  we  were  much  pleased  to  have  it  in  our  power 
to  send  Soipio  home  ftom  this  place  instead  of  taking  him 
further,  as  scflnething  nnght  have  happened  to  him.  So  this 
litfle  disaster,  as  it  seemed  at  first,  gave  us  much  pleasure 
m  the  end.  The  remainder  ci  our  journey  was  dreadful,  as 
to  roads  and  weather,  but  we  suffered  no  injury.  Janetta 
weariedherself  in  carrying  William  more  than  was  necessary. 
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but  she  and  the  children  remained  perfectly  well,  and  throng 
God's  blessing  are  so  stilL  As  for  myself,  I  caught  a  violent 
oold  in  Leesbuig  which  affected  my  breast  very  mndi,  as  I 
had  much  preaching  to  do  upon  my  arrival  h^re.  Living 
in  a  large  city  has  in  it  many  things  agreeable  to  me,  and 
some  which  are  not.  My  principal  olyection  to  it  is^  that  I 
am  not  sufficiently  master  of  my  own  time ;  but  this  incon- 
venience is  of  course  greater  just,  now  than  it  will  be  here- 
after. Our  people  are,  with  few  exceptions,  of  the  middling 
dass.  They  do  not  affect  the  modes  of  high  life,  but  gloiy 
in  being  plain  and  unceremonious.  They  are  remarkable 
for  attachment  to  their  minister,  and  for  affection  to  one 
another.  There  is  not  a  person  in  the  congr^;ation  who  is 
not  friendly  to  warm  evangelical  preaching ;  and  this  they 
must  have  fresh  from  the  mint,  for  they  are  greater  enemies 
to  the  reading  of  sermons  than  the  Virginians  themselves. 
I  find  that  Dr.  Smith's  and  Dr.  Milledoler's  labours  have 
been  uncommonly  usefrd.  We  have  also  some  hopefrd  ap- 
pearances at  present.  The  attention  to  preaching  is  great^ 
and  a  few  persons  seem  to  be  impressed." 

His  connection  with  the  institution  of  slav^  was  not 
such  as  to  present  any  serious  hinderance  to  removal,  but 
one  of  its  incidents  is  too  instructive  to  be  omitted.  There 
was  in  the  family  a  young  woman  named  Daphne,  who  had- 
been  the  attendant  of  Mrs.  Alexander  from  her  childhood* 
and  was  treated  more  as  a  friend  than  a  swvant.  When  it 
was  left  to  her  choice,  she  determined  to  accompany  her 
master  and  mistress  to  the  North ;  and  as  she  had  been 
married  to  a  young  man  in  Prince  Edward,  Aie  went  with 
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hopes  that  he  migfat  in  some  way  obtain  his  freedom.  We 
shall  anticipate  so  fiu:  as  to  complete  her  remarkable  stoiy. 
Soon  after  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  die  found  many,  some 
being  <^  the  Society  of  Friends,  who  deeply  empathized 
with  her  in  the  separation  fix>m  her  husband;  and  there 
were  some  who  proposed  that  die  should  go  round  among 
the  benevolent  with  a  subfteription  towards  his  redemption 
from  slavery.  John  Boatman  was  regarded  as  a  valuable 
s^rant,  and  was  accordingly  held  at  a  high  price  ;  but  the 
money  was  raised,  and  the  master  struck  off  something  from 
the  sum  which  he  mi^t  have  obtained.  John,  who  was  a 
brawny  and  ill-fiivoured  black,  was  sent  on  to  accompany 
the  fiunily  in  travelling  northward.  Mr.  Alexander  kept 
them  both  as  hired  servants  upon  wages.  But  John  discov^ 
eied  that  he  c6uld  procure  larger  amounts  elsewhere,  and 
was  inunediately  released  to  become  the  coachman  of  Gh)v- 
omor  McEean.  Daphne,  who  was  of  light  complexion  and 
persuasive  manners,  b^;an  to  associate  with  the  ladies  of 
cobur  in  Philadelphia,  and  learned  to  entertain  more  lofty 
ihou^ts.  She  soon  left  her  kind  protectors  and  set  up  for 
herself  The  husband  went  rapidly  astray,  forsook  his  wife, 
and  was  cast  into  prison.  Daphne  fell  into  ill  health,  be- 
came unable  to  work,  and  at  length  found  a  place  in  the 
almshouse.  Here  she  was  during  the  earlier  part  of  Dr.  Al- 
exander's residence  in  Princeton.  During  her  retreat  in 
this  public  institution  she  was  led  to  reflect  on  the  quiet  and 
ease  which  she  had  enjoyed  under  a  nominal  bondage,  so 
that  when  she  was  visited  by  two  daughters  of  Dr.  Waddel, 
she  embraced  with  joy  the  proposal  that  she  should  return 
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and  find  a  shelter  amidst  the  scenfis  of  her  yontii,  wheie  her 
mother  and  seveml  brothears  and  maters  still  lived.  ^^We 
agDsed,''  says  Dr.  Alescander,  ^^to  make  «p  amoog  ns  the 
sum  whioh  was  necessary.  But  I  tcid  her  that  she  oookl 
not  go  back  as  a  freewoman,  as  the  laws  probSbited  the 
return  of  free  negroes  to  the  State ;  bat  that  she  knew  what 
freedom  was,  and  what  slavery  was,  and  mj^t  again  ezercifle 
her  choice  whether  to  remain  free  or  to  go  back  as  a  slave. 
There  had  been  no  formal  act  of  manumission  wlmi  she  was 
brought  away.  She  did  not  hesitate  a  moment.  She  knew 
that  she  had  never  been  a  slave  except  in  name,  and  she 
felt  a  strong  desire  to  be  with  her  kindred  and  the  children 
of  her  young  master.''  Daphne  accordin^y  returned,  and 
has  found  a  happy  home  ever  since  in  the  &mily  of  Dr.  Ad- 
dison Waddel  of  Staunton,  working  for  herself  and  going 
wherever  she  pleaaea  ^e  still  survives  at  the  time  of  the 
present  writiog,  and  has  always  borne  the  character  of  an 
affectionate  and  humble  Christian. 

Besuming  our  narrative,  we  have  to  state  that  Mr.  Alex- 
ander has  recorded  his  belief  ^that  the  suddenness  of  his  re- 
moval was  not  without  some  human  impatience  uid  precipi- 
tancy. ^^  But,''  he  adds,  ^^  what  I  did  rashly.  Providence 
oidered  for  good."  Upon  arriving  in  Philadelphia  he  found 
himself  embarrassed  by  the  novelty  of  his  domestic  circum- 
stances, and  the  common  difficulty  o{  obtaining  proper  ser- 
vanta  He  moreover  b^an  his  labours  with  a  violent  cold, 
which,  however,  did  not  prevent  his  opening  his  new  career 
of  labour.  He  was  received  as  a  member  of  the  Presbytery 
of  Philadelphia  on  the  21st  of  April,  1807.     His  installa- 
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tim  as  pastor  took  plaoe  on  the  90ik  of  tiie  iiext  month ; 
on  which  oocasioB  the  Bev.  Qooige  0.  Potis  ^Uyered  the 
OQstomaij  fieniuBij.the  Bev.  Jacob  J.  Janoway  pxesided  and 
gave  the  ohaige  to  the  Hunister,  and  the  Bev.  James  P. 
W^imm^  D.  D.  gave  ^  dbarge  to  the  people. 

MB.  ALSZAlTDBft  TO  MBS.  GBAHAH. 

''Pbiladelphu,  Mareh  5,  1807. 

'Dbab  Sistsb: — 

<^  My  time  is  vety  much  occupied  here,  but  the 
bnsineeB  on  which  my  duty  obliges  me  to  attend  is  not  disa- 
greeable. Ahnost  eveiy  day  some  rick  persons  are  to  be 
visited.  Fmierals  are  fireqnently  to  be  attended,  and  some- 
times persons  under  spiritual  trouble  apply  in  order  that  they 
may  be  advised  and  comforted  There  is  a  very  wrong 
o^j^nkm  frequently  entertained  of  congregations  in  such  a 
]f]ace  as  this ;  as  if  all  the  members  were  well  informed 
pec^le.  The  truth  is,  there  is  much  less  religious  knowledge 
among  the  bulk  of  the  people  here  than  in  the  country. 
Multitudes  grow  up  with  very  little  knowledge  of  the  doc- 
ixines  of  rdigion,  and  many  after  they  are  grown  join  them- 
ashes  to  a  congr^ation  by  taking  pews,  who  were  never 
instructed  at  aH  These  require  very  plain  preaching,  and 
when  they  become  serious  need  to  be  taught  the  very  first 
principles  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ. 

*^  I  have  just  now  returned  from  visiting  a  woman,  who 
sent  for  me  to  ccmverse  about  her  being  baptized,  as  this 
had  been  neglected  in  her  in&ncy.  I  found  her  very  igno- 
rant (^  every  thing  except  that  she  felt  herself  to  be  a  lost 
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aiimer,  and  trnsted  in  Ohiist  alcme  &fr  nbiHtioii.  fiks  mm 
BO  aflfected  when  she  attempted  to  speak,  that  she  could 
utter  only  a  few  words  at  a  time.  She  handed  me  a  book, 
which  she  said  contained  a  desoiption  of  her  exerdses.  It 
contained  Wright  on  the  New  Birth,  and  Haweis  on  the  Sa* 
crament,  bound  together.  I  had  never  seen  either  of  them, 
and  therefore  looked  a  little  into  the  volume,  and  found  it  to 
be  sound  and  very  plain.  I  told  her  it  was  well,  and  that  I 
would  baptize  her  on  the  next  occasion. 

^^  This  morning  I  was  a  good  deal  encouraged  by  an  ac- 
count which  I  saw  in  a  letter  firom  a  gentleman  in  Efwt 
Jersey  to  his  cousin,  one  of  our  elders.  This  man  paid  a 
visit  to  his  cousin  in  this  city  last  month ;  and  although  he 
was  deistically  inclined,  and  never  went  to  a  place  of  worship 
at  home,  he  was  induced  by  his  rdative,  who  is  fervent  in 
piety,  to  attend  our  meetings.  Since  he  went  home,  he  hat 
written  that  he  has  determined  to  turn  his  attention  to  reli- 
gion and  to  diange  his  manner  of  life.  He  was  educated  in 
Glasgow  for  the  ministry,  but  became  skeptical,  as  his 
cousin  informs  me,  and  devoted  himself  to  trade.  We  have 
several  instances  of  awakening  and  hopeM  conversi(m  unoe 
I  arrived  here.  Two  men,  particularly,  who  were  considered 
the  most  worldly  in  their  disposition  of  any  in  their  cirde, 
have  become  serious.  One  of  these  professes  to  have  esqpe- 
rienced  a  thorough  change.  The  other  has  been  almost  in 
despair,  but  beg^  now  to  be  a  little  comforted.  I  have  fine- 
quently  visited  a  man  and  his  wife,  who  appeared  to  me  as 
ignorant  as  any  I  ever  saw  in  a  gospel  land ;  but  they  have, 
I  trust,  obtained  eyes  to  see ;  and  knowledge  may  be  ex* 
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pected  to  follow  of  course.  I  have  attempted  to  mention 
the  principal  encouraging  casoB  which  have  fisdlen  under  my 
observation.  But*!  do  not  yet  know  one  [half  of  my]  people. 
They  do  not  know  one  another ;  for  [many  of  them]  never 
meet  any  where  but  at  churcL  Among  the  poor  I  have 
feund  some  choice  sfHrits,  real  heirs  of  the  kingdom ;  one 
man  in  particular,  who  is  too  infirm  to  come  out,  and  who 
[is  supported  by  the]  congregation,  edifies  me  every  time  I 
call  to  see  him,  and  is  all  alive  in  religion.  I  find  myself 
greatly  benefited  by  my  visits  to  the  sick  and  afflicted  ;  and 
it  leads  me  to  preach  in  a  strain  which  otherwise  I  should 
not  have  thought  suitable  to  a  great  city.  My  love  to  all 
finends.     Grace,  mercy  and  peace  be  with  you  and  yours. 

"A.  A.'' 

TO  THS   8AMB. 

*  Pbiladelfhia,  Jan,  28»  1811. 

"Djeab  Sistbb: — 

'^Beligion  in  this  place  is  at  present  in  a  languid 
rather  than  a  thriving  state.  The  additions  to  the  church 
have  been  less  considerable  during  the  last  year  than  for  any 
year  since  I  came  here.  Mr.  Burch  continues  here,  and  is,  I 
think,  very  useful  His  people  are  still  fond  of  him,  and 
are  building  a  beautifid  churcL  People  at  a  distance  are 
much  mistaken  about  the  kind  of  preaching  which  suits 
this  place.  Some  congr^ations,  it  is  true,  require  men  of  the 
best  learning  and  talents,  but  many  others  demand  preaching 
of  the  plainest  kind,  and  less  learning  and  polish  than  almost 
any  country  congr^ation  however  remote.  We  need  at  this 
time  another  preacher  of  the  same  stamp  as  Mr.  Burch,  to 
preach  to  the  people  in  the  suburbs. 
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*^  We  haTO  been  pleaimg  otmehres  wkh  the  prospeot  of  a 

trip  to  y iigmia  aext  summ^ ;  biit  whether  our  hopes  shall 

be  realised  lemams  to  be  diacovered.    If  we  should  be  able  to 

aooomplish  our  widi,  you  may  expect  to  see  us  in  August. 

Time  glides  rapidly  along ;  year  suooeeds  year  in  swift  sue- 

ce8sk«i.    We  must  soon  begin  to  descend  towards  the  gca^, 

according  to  the  general  course  of  nature.    Lately,  as  it 

se^ns  in  the  retrospect|  we  were  young ;  but  soon,  if  our 

lives  are  prolonged,  we  shall  be  old.    Well,  if  we  can  but 

live  usefidly  and  die  comfertaUy,  we  need  not  be  ccmcemed 

how  soon  we  finish  this  pilgrimage. 

"A.  A." 

The  materials  for  constructing  a  fbll  and  connected  nar- 
rative of  this  new  period  are  unfortunately  wanting.  Dr. 
Alexander  seldom  retained  a  copy  of  his  own  letters.  And 
what  is  still  more  painfully  felt  by  us  in  prosecuting  our 
work,  the  autobiography  breaks  off  about  this  point,  and  we 
henceforward  journey  on  without  the  guiding  thread  of  his 
own  record  which  has  thus  fiu*  conducted  us. 

Philadelphia,  though  fiu:  less  populous  than  in  our  day, 
was  nevertheless  the  chief  city  of  the  land,  and  was  dis- 
tinguished as  for  many  years  the  permanent  seat  of  the 
General  Assembly.  Its  churches  were  among  the  most 
distinguished  in  our  communion,  and  were  served  by  deigy- 
men  of  note.  There  were  at  this  time  four  Presbyterian 
congregations.  The  pastor  of  the  First  Church  was  the 
Rev.  James  P.  Wilson,  D.  D.,  in  some  respects  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  ministers  whom  our  connection  has  pro- 
duced.    After  having  been  a  lawyer  for  fifteen  years,  he 
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devoted  himaelf  to  tibe  work  of  preacUng  the  QoBpel,  and 
laboured  with  great  aooeptance  and  the  admiration  of  many 
coltivated  minds,  until  the  decline  of  health  brought  his 
active  service  to  a  close,  when  he  was  sncceeded  by  the  Bev. 
Albert  Barnes.  Dr.  Wilson  was  a  man  of  varied  and  re- 
oondite  learning.  Between  him  and  Mr.  Alexander  there 
were  many  sympathies,  and  a  femiliar  literary  commerce 
was  kept  up  between  lAient  Both  were  strongly  indined  to 
the  study  of  language,  in  whidi  Dr.  W.  was  a  great  pro- 
ficient, and  both  addicted  themselves  to  Scriptural  exegesis, 
which  was  then  beginning  to  receive  the  new  lights  of  conti- 
nental editors  and  critics.  They  had  moreover  a  community 
of  interest  as  to  their  mode  of  preaching,  for  at  this  time, 
both  exercised  their  pulpit  gifts  without  the  use  of  any  manu- 
scxipt.  The  Second  Church,  then  at  the  comer  of  Third  and 
Arch  streets,  had  for  its  pastors  the  Beverend  Drs.  Qreen  and 
Janeway  as, colleagues.  Dr.  Qreen  was  an  able  and  popular 
preacher,  and  always  threw  his  influence  decidedly  into  the 
scale  of  vital  piety.  Dr.  Janeway,  who  was  like-minded, 
still  lives  in  an  honourable  old  age.  The  pastor  of  the  Fourth 
Church  was  the  Bev.  Gtwrge  C.  Potts,  a  clergyman  of  great 
worth  and  benevolence,  for  whom  Dr.  Alexander  retained  a 
wann  r^ard  as  long  as  he  lived. 

The  Third  Presbyterian  Church  was  not  distinguished 
in  any  worldly  sense.  It  was  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
city  proper,  and  at  that  time  c(mtained  a  great  number  of 
p^nons  from  the  nei^bourfaood  of  the  Navy-yard,  with  a 
goodly  proportion  of  shipmasters  and  pilots.  The  predomi- 
nating ingredient  in  the  congregation  was  the  old-fashioned 
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Sootch  and  IriBh  PresbTterianism,  with  its  salient  points  of 
good  and  evil,  with  which  the  new  pastor  was  fitnuliar.  There 
was  all  possible  zeal  or  tenacity  respecting  covenanted 
doctrine  and  ancient  usage,  with  a  disposition  on  the  part 
of  some  to  look  with  distrust  on  hortatory  preaching,  and 
any  measures  toward  revival,  as  savoming  of  newlight  and 
methodism.  The  communion  seasons  were  Uke  those  of 
Scotland,  with  long  tables  and  ^  tokens/  There  were  not 
wantmg,  however,  some  bright  specimens  of  a  piety  which  has 
never  flourished  more  than  among  Christians  of  this  lineage. 
But  the  situation  was  one  fitted  to  make  a  young  Virginian 
minister  feel  the  transition  from  a  religious  climate  of  great 
fervour  and  freedom. 

Among  the  excellent  private  Christians  who  were  mem- 
bers of  this  church,  Mr.  James  Stuart  deserves  honourable 
mention.  He  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  long  occupied 
the  place  of  ruling  elder.  To  a  natural  temperament  of  great 
ardency,  he  added  evangelical  knowledge  and  a  remarkable 
disposition  to  be  useftiL  *  He  was  giffced  in  prayer,  assiduous 
and  affectionate  among  the  poor  and  sufiforing,  and  a  valuable 
aid  to  his  pastor.  It  is  but  a  few  years  since  he  died,  full 
of  years,  and  venerated  by  aU  who  knew  him.  Mr.  John 
McMullen  was  another  elder ;  a  man  of  gentle  manners,  un- 
feigned piety,  and  unusual  consistency  of  character.  Capt. 
Benjamin  Wickes  belonged  to  the  same  church ;  he  was  wcU 
known  as  one  of  the  few  truly  religious  captains  who  in  that 
day  sailed  from  our  ports,  and  was  honoured  with  the  charge 
of  conducting  numerous  missionaries  to  the  East  Indies  and 
China.    Joseph  Eastbum,  the  first  who  devoted  attention 
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to  the  spuritoal  wants  of  seamen,  was  forward  in  every  good 
work  at  this  day,  and  was  in  close  intimacy  with  Mr.  Alexan- 
der. With  some  fsonilies  of  his  congregation  he  maintained 
affdctionate  relations  to  the  very  close  of  life ;  and  among 
these  a  prominent  place  is  doe  to  the  name  of  Mr.  Thomas 
M.  Hall,  in  whose  house  even  after  the  decease  of  this  worthy 
man  he  was  a  welcome  guest  for  more  than  forty  years. 

A  l»isk  epistolary  exchange  continued  to  be  kept  up  with 
his  bosom  friends  Bice  and  Speece.  Of  letters  written  by 
the  formcar,  we  have  more  than  fifty,  being  all  that  remain 
iif  some  hundreds.  These  show  that  their  communications 
turned  on  matters  of  experimental  and  ministerial  religion 
and  on  literature  ;  and  they  evince  a  zeal  in  the  pursuit  of 
knowledge  under  difficulties,  which  is  as  rare  as  it  is  stimu- 
lating. These  earnest  young  men  employed  their  fiiend, 
as  near  the  learned  marts,  to  be  on  the  watch  for  books  in 
every  department.  In  1808,  we  find  Mr.  Bice  writing  for 
Eusebius  and  Wetstein ;  and  in  1810,  saying,  ^^  Yes,  Sir  I 
If  it  please  Qod  to  give  me  health  and  strength,  I  am  re- 
8(dved  to  be  master  of  those  languages  in  which  the  truths 
of  Divine  revelation  were  originally  recorded,  and  I  am  very 
anxious  to  get  all  the  helps  in  these  studies  that  can  possibly 
be  procured.  I  must  beg  your  assistance  in  this  business. 
If  you  will  accept  of  it,  I  hereby  give  you  carte  bkmche,  a 
full  commission  to  buy  for  me,  at  any  price  that  you  think 
proper  to  give,  any  book  which  you  can  find,  that  it  will  in 
your  opinion  be  important  for  me  to  have.  I  have  been 
very  anxious  to  get  Horsley's  new  Translation  of  Hosea. 
Are  any  copies  to  be  found  in  your  city  ?    Be  on  the  watch, 
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if  you  please,  for  a  Byriao  New  Testament,  for  Trommiiui'a 
Concordance,  for  Wetstein'e  Greek  Testament ;  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  worth  while  to  mention  Cidafiio's  Concord- 
ance, and  Michaelis's  Hebrew  BiUe.  I  question  if  they  are 
by  any  means  to  be  obtained." 

A  literary  project  of  Mr.  Alexander,  whidi  he  had  enter- 
tained before  leaving  Virginia,  was  matter  of  much  entertain- 
ment in  his  little  circle  of  intimates.  He  had  begun,  and 
perhaps  had  completed,  a  woi^  of  fiction,  answering  exactly 
to  what  has  since  been  called  the  religious  nord.  Itwas  enti- 
tled "Eudocia,"'  and  purported  to  be  the  history  <^a  young 
lady  of  wealth  and  beauty,  who  is  led  throi^  yarioos  obangea 
and  degrees,  firom  giddy  ignorance  to  piety  and  peace^  The 
plot  was  engaging ;  there  was  a  thread  of  romantic  but  pure 
love,  running  through  the  whole ;  it  abounded  in  graphic 
description  and  lively  dialogue.  Some  of  the  scries  were 
eminently  pathetic  ;  and  Mr.  Speece  was  known  to  burst 
into  tears,  when  it  was  read  aloud.  The  whole  was  made 
subservient  to  the  inculcation  of  evangelical  truth.  The 
author  finally  determined  to  suppress  it.  The  manuscript 
was  not  destroyed,  but  the  delay — ^beyond  the  nanum  pre- 
matur  in  annum — ^resulted  in  the  destructicm  of  more  than 
one  half.  What  remains  would  fill  a  good  duodecimo.  The 
allusions  which  follow  will  now  be  manifest. 

MB.  SPXKOB  TO  MB.  ALEXANDXR. 

**  Powhatan,  Auj^ui  16,  ISOS. 

"Dear  8m:— 

^'  I  received  your  acceptaUe  and  iostmctive  sermon 
some  time  ago  in  Prince  Edward,  where  Dr.  Hall  left  it  for 
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me  on  Ui  way  kime.  But  your  letter  of  June  8^  I  did  wA 
get,  tot  two  day»aga  The  gingle  reaeon  of  my  not  btmsg 
writtai  to  yoa  during  so  long  a  time,  was  the  want  of  any 
matter  wbudi  I  could  think  suffioiently  interesting.  I  per- 
suaded myself  however,  that  yon  as  well  as  I  conld  conceive 
how  an  a£Eeetionate  regard  mi^t  subsist  between  distant 
fiiends,  though  ihere  wore  not  a  frequait  intercourse  by 
letter: 

'^Your  approbation  of  my  presbyterial  sernKm  affords 
me  much  pleasura  I  will  remark  to  you  that  one  reason  of 
my  swelling  that  sennon  with  so  many  long  doctrinal  para- 
graphs, was  a  wish  to  remove  scmie  suspdons,  which  you 
perhiqis  remember,  that  I  was  verging  too  much  towards 
Arminianism.  I  have  given  a  kind  of  confession  of  my 
fittth,  and  hope  the  motive  I  have  mentioned  was  not  im- 
ptop^. 

^^  I  am  delisted  with  the  prospect  of  seeing  joui  sweet 
Bododa  presented  to  the  pubUc  Before  I  received  your 
letter  I  had  resolved  to  write  to  you  soon,  principally  to  entreat 
iJiat  the  door  which  confined  her  might  be  opened,  that  she 
mii^t  walk  forth  for  the  entertainment  and  edification  of 
the  world  I  hope  the  humorcnis  and  satirical  parts  of  the 
work  will  be  retained  They  will  be  useful  in  themselves, 
and  will  render  the  book  aUuring  to  a  laiger  number  of 
readers.  And  though  I  should  not  like  to  differ  in  a  point 
of  taste  from  Mrs.  Alexander,  allow  me  to  put  in  a  word  in 
behalf  of  the  dream,  or  dreams,  which  you  read  to  me  fix>m 
the  manuscript.  Dreaming  is  indeed  a  delicate  subject,  both 
in  philosophy  and  religion.    But  we  believe  that  Gk>d  does 
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flcmietimes  speak  to  men,  ^in  dreams  and  Yinons  of  the 
night/  to  &8ten  important  instruction  upon  their  hearts. 

^'  I  have  been  long  collecting  ideas  for  a  dissertation  on 
Liberty  and  Necessity ;  not  to  increase  the  mass  of  meta- 
physical sabtilties  on  the  subject,  but  if  possible  to  diminish 
it.  But  I  have  another  design  in  hand,  more  likely  to  be 
executed ;  namely,  to  write  a  sermon  or  dissertation  on  the 
doctrine  of  Election.  Presumptuous  as  it  may  appear,  I 
cannot  but  think  I  could  produce  something  more  satisfisu)- 
toiy  than  I  have  met  with  on  that  doctrine  ;  especially  in 
the  business  of  answering  objections  against  it. 

^^  Our  Magazine  is  dead  indeed ;  solely,  I  think,  for  want 
of  zeal  in  the  members  of  our  Synod.  I  have  long  believed 
it  possible  to  make  a  better  one,  under  the  auspices  of 
Hanover  Presbytery.  The  plan  you  surest  deserves  atten- 
tion. I  had  thought  of  trying  to  get  a  suitable  printer, 
who  should  be  furnished  with  matter  and  editorial  direction, 
and  print  and  distribute  the  work  at  his  own  charge,  and  fiir 
his  own  sole  profit.  The  times  are  so  discouraging  to  most 
things  which  require  money,  that  I  fear  we  can  do  nothing 
shortly  in  such  a  design.  Mr.  Hoge's  reputation  as  a 
preacher  is  rising  rapidly  with  the  public,  and  I  hope  he  will 
do  weU  as  the  president  of  the  coU^. 

^^  I  have  seen  the  collection  of  books  which  you  purchased 
for  Mr.  Bice.  The  cheapness  of  such  a  mass  of  literatnve 
quite  astonished  me.  When  I  can  find  an  opportunity  of 
sending  you  some  money,  I  shall  probably  request  you  to 
exercise  a  similar  kindness  towards  me. 

^'  I  do  not  know  any  interesting  news  to  send  you  from 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


MB.   BIOC'8  lATTBB.  293 

tluB  quaiter^  either  on  the  state  of  lehgion,  or  any  thing 
eke.  Where  is  to  be  ikfi  end  of  Buonaparte's  tremendous 
career?  But  oar  Gk>d  reigns,  and  we  will  rejoice.  Mention 
to  Mn,  Alexander  my  affectionate  remembrance  of  her,  and 
believe  me 

"  Yours  sincerely, 

"CONBAD  SpBBOB." 

MB.   BIOS  TO   MB.   ALBXAHDBB. 

**CBAKLCfrTE,  Jtmiuary  28,  1810. 

"My  Dbab  Sib:— 

"  I  sometimes  feel  backward  to  write  to  you,  be- 
cause I  have  so  little  to  communicate  that  can  be  at  all 
interesting.  But  the  pleasure  which  your  letters  afford  me 
ifl  so  great,  that,  frequently  when  I  have  no  other  reason,  I 
write  that  I  may  receive  an  answer  firom  you,  and  hear  some- 
thing from  Mrs.  Alexander  and  your  boys.  If  you  think 
this  is  my  motive  at  present,  you  will  not  wander  far  from 
the  mark. 

"Three  days  ago  I  finished  the  perusal  of  ^Coelebs." 
Miss  Lightfoot  Oarrington,  who  is  now  in  Bichmond,  met 
with  it  there,  and  sent  it  to  me.  I  had  often  laughed  at 
her  for  spending  so  much  time  in  reading  novels.  When  she 
got  Ccelebs,  ^  Here,'  says  she, '  is  a  novel  at  last  which  I  know 
that  Mr.  Bice  will  be  pleased. with;'  and  accordingly  de- 
qpatchedi  it  to  Charlotte.  I  read  it  with  more  pleasure  than 
any  thing  of  the  author's  writing.  It  delighted  me ;  I  trust 
it  improved  me  too.  It  put  me  much  in  mind  oi  a  certain 
Miss  Eudocia^  whom  I  have  been  longing  to  see  for  some 
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timd  past.  The  rage  lor  novds  iff  «o  great  that  I  hare  long 
wished  to  see  that  species  of  writing  converted  to  a  better 
purpose.  Miss  Hannah  More  has  very  ccmipletelj  answered 
my  wishes,  and  has,  by  the  way,  obtained  that  credit  with 
the  religions  world  which  I  think  in  all  reason  belonged  to 
yon.  If  yon  difier  with  me  on  tbis  point,  we  will  discuss  it 
after  we  shall  have  talked  over  this  new-&shioned  school 
affiur  and  other  matters ;  which  I  hope  to  do  in  May  next. 
At  that  time  Mr.  Speece  and  I  hope  to  be  with  yon,  and 
then —  1  I  give  you  notice  that  Mr.  Speece  will  come  with 
his  pockets  loaded  with  money,  in  the  ftdl  spirit  of  trade. 
I  know  that  he  intends  to  make  some  grand  speculation,  for 
he  has  within  the  year  past  sold  nearly  two  hundred  dollars' 
worth  of  books,  with  a  view  of  taking  the  money  to  Phila* 
delphia. 

"  I  think  the  state  of  religion  in  this  country  worse  by 
some  d^rees  than  when  you  left  it.  Presbyterian  congrega- 
tions are  decreasing  every  year,  and  appear  as  if  tbey  would 
dwindle  to  nothing.  The  Baptists  and  Methodists  are  at  a 
stand.  A  strange  apathy  has  seized  the  pecyple.  The  judg- 
ments with  which  our  nation  has  been  visited,  and  the  more 
awfhl  ones  which  impend,  have  produced  no  effect ;  or  if 
any,  a  most  disastrous  one.  Instead  of  being  a  blessing  they 
are  a  curse.  The  people  feel  about  nothing  but  money.  As 
to  religion,  the  very  stiUness  of  death  reigns  amongst  us.  I 
can  find  no  resemblance  to  this  part  of  the  pountiy,  but  in 
Ezekiel's  valley  of  diy  bones.  I  am  sure  you  do  not  forget 
your  old  Mends.    Remember  them,  then,  at  the  throne  of 
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grace,  and  let  me^  pariionlfurly,  have  an  interest  in  your 
prayers. 

'^  I  am  afibcticmately  yours, 

«J0HN  H.  Bioi/' 

The  years  spent  in  Philadelphia  were  doubtless  impor- 
tant both  as  to  direct  usefulness  and  the  formation  of 
character.  Yet  a  change  thus  abrupt  brought  with  it  not  a 
few  privations  and  annoyances.  His  children  were  sicUy, 
the  salary  was  small,  the  modes  of  domestic  management 
were  novel  and  embarrassing,  and  he  was  often  tempted  to 
wish  himself  back  among  the  wide  plantations  and  open 
forests  of  Lower  Virginia.  "But  these/'  says  he,  "were 
small  matters.  I  enjoyed  health,  and  had  on  the  Sabbath 
large  assemblies  of  attentive  people  ;  and  the  preaching  did 
not  seem  altogether  without  saving  effect.  The  congregation 
appeared  one  and  all  to  be  pleased  with  my  services,  and 
many  strangers  as  well  as  members  of  other  churches  came 
to  hear  me.''  It  may  be  safely  said,  that  these  expressions 
much  underrate  the  degree  of  acceptance  and  popularity 
which  attended  his  public  ministrations.  The  vivacity  €Uid 
freedom  of  his  discourses,  always  during  this  period  pro- 
nounced without  the  aid  of  any  manuscript,  attracted  very 
general  admiration  ;  and  their  solid  contents  and  evangelical 
unction  made  them  peculiarly  welcome  to  experienced 
Christians.  He  was,  moreover,  silently  acquiring  reputation 
.as  a  theologian,  of  original  and  clear  views,  and  strict  ad- 
herence to  the  Beformed  tenets ;  and  was  thus  preparing 
for  the  important  career  for  which  he  was  destined  by  Provi- 
denca. 
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Bang  now  bought  nearer  to  Ulmkriee,  kamed  mm.  and 
the  means  of  acquiring  books,  he  entered  with  great  fresh- 
ness of  zeal  into  several  interesting  walks  of  clerical  sludy. 
In  every  thing  connected  with  the  criticism  and  interpreta- 
tion of  the  sacred  text,  he  used  a^siduQUs  application ;  taking 
Hebrew  lessons  of  a  learned  Jew,  perusing  the  Septuagint^ 
collecting  other  versions,  and  pushing  more  deeply  those 
researches  which  he  had  long  before  commenced,  into  the 
original  of  the  New  Testament.  His  shelves  began  also  to 
fill  themselves  with  those  folios  and  quartos,  bound  in  vel- 
lum, of  Latin  theology,  which  always  continued  to  be  char- 
acteristic of  his  library.  .  In  some  departments  of  learning 
he  was  no  doubt  surpassed  by  many  of  his  brethren  ;  but  it 
is  believed  that  none  of  his  coevals  had  read  more  exten- 
sively in  the  theology  of  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  cen- 
turies ;  including  Bomanist  and  Lutheran,  as  well  as  Be- 
formed  divines.  The  practice  of  preaching  without  writing 
produced  in  him  one  of  its  ordinary  efifects,  namely,  an  in- 
disposition to  conmiit  his  thoughts  to  paper.  Consequently 
his  judgment  and  taste  in  composition  so  much  outstripped 
his  ability  to  execute,  that  it  was  many  years  before  he  could 
bring  himself  to  give  any  thing  williogly  to  the  public.  He 
always  wrote  with  ease  and  even  with  rapidity,  but  never  to 
his  own  satisfaction.  During  his  residence  in  Philadelphia, 
therefore,  it  is  not  known  that  he  committed  any  thing  to 
the  press,  except  two  sermons,  one  at  the  opening  of  the 
Qeneral  Assembly  of  1808,  and  the  other  oA  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  Bichmond  theatre,  and  a  few  papers  in  the  old 
Assembly's  Magazine,  which  cannot  now  be  pointed  out  with 
certainty. 
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In  hiB  pastoral  work  he  found  increasing  satisfaction,  and 
was  sunonnded  bj  good  auxiliaries.  ^'  Of  my  own  people/' 
says  he,  '^  WiUiam  HasHtt  and  John  McMuUin  were  my  un- 
wavering frienda  James  Stuart  was  warm-hearted  and 
very  aealousy  and  often  showed  me  the  way  to  the  houses  of 
the  poor,  the  widow,  and  the  suffering ;  and  in  the  prayer- 
meetings  he  was  my  right-hand  man.  Joseph  Eastbum, 
who  was  a  kind  of  city  missionary,  was  often  at  our  social 
gatherings  ;  his  heart  was  warm  and  his  feelings  were  kind. 
Thoi]^  this  truly  good  man  had  read  scarcely  any  thing  but 
his  Bible,  he  preached  more  acceptably  and  profitably  than 
many  learned  men.  He  was  originally  a  member  of  Arch 
Street  church,  but  filling  into  scruples  about  his  infant  bap- 
tism, he  went  into  the  coui^try  and  got  a  Baptist  ministor  ' 
to  immerse  him,  but  on  condition  that  he  should  remain  a 
Presbyterian,  as  he  did  to  the  day  of  his  death.  When  the 
Methodists  occupied  the  old  Academy  which  once  belonged  to 
Whitefield,  Eastbum,  who  was  his  follower,  began  to  exhort  ^ 
publicly,  and  spoke  with  so  much  warmth  and  tenderness 
that  the  people  were  much  impressed.  All  seemed  to  think 
tliat  he  ought  to  be  licensed  as  an  exhorter,  which  was  then 
a  new  thing  in  the  church.  The  Presbytery  gave  him  au- 
tiumty  to  preach  in  the  jail,  almshouse,  and  other  institu- 
tions. But  he  could  not  confine  himself  to  these,  and  spoke 
at  prayer-meetings,  and  sometimes  supplied  the  place  of 
ministers,  when  they  were  absent  or  indisposed.  He  even 
attended  Quaker  meetings,  and  was  moved  to  speak  there,  ' 
80  (jftea  as  to  give  some  umbrage  to  the  old  broad-brims. 
An  dd  Quaker  lawyer  said  ^'he  was  afiraid  that  friend  Jo- 
seph spake  sometimes  before  he  was  moved  by  the  Spirit.'' 
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A  surviving  member  of  the  congregatdon  timihs  that  Mr. 
Alexander  read  bat  three  discourses  during  his  mimstiy  in 
Pine  street.  Dr.  Milledoler's  preaching  had  brought  in  a 
a  number  of  young  persons  ;  the  success  of  Mr.  A.  was  chiefly 
anumg  those  of  riper  years.  At  one  of  the  early  communions, 
out  of  twenty-seven  who  professed  their  faith,  only  one  was 
in  youth.  The  same  informant  recalls  the  interest  taken  by 
Ik.  Benjamm  Bush  in  the  performances  of  Mr.  Alexander. 
He  augured  his  Aiture  eminence,  and  when  told  that  the 
disoourses  were  very  simple,  quoted  the  Latin  adage.  Ex 
pede  Herculem  ;  adding  that  he  was  reminded  of  what  John 
Newton  says  in  his  Oardiphonia,  that  in  his  own  preaching 
he  followed  the  advice  of  a  minister  who  fixed  his  eye  on 
one  of  the  humblest  of  his  audience,  and  adapted  his  lan- 
guage to  this  hearer.  From  another  venerable  Philadelphiaii, 
Mr.  William  Bradford,  a  friend  has  derived  a  second  anec- 
dote. Dr.  Bush  and  Dr.  Abercrombie  were  in  a  carriage  at 
a  fhneral,  when  Dr.  Bush  said,  pointing  to  the  Pine  street 
Ohurch,  ^^  That  is  the  church  Mr.  Alexander  is  coming  to/' 
"  Do  you  call  that  a  chtrch  f  "  said  the  clergyman.  "  Tea, 
air,"  replied  Bush ;  "  wherever  two  or  three  old  women  meat 
together  in  the  name  of  Christ,  there  is  the  Church  of  the 
living  God,  the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth.''  On  another 
occasion,  when  some  one  spoke  of  the  qrowds  who  came  to 
evangelical  preaching.  Dr.  Bush  replied,  '^  Yes,  in  this  sense 
also,  unto  Shiloh  shall  the  gathering  of  the  people  be.'' 

He  was  naturally  awakened  to  compassion  by  observing 
the  great  religious  destitution  prevailing  in  the  outskirts  ci 
I^iiladelphia    It  was  not  a  time  of  revival,  and  missionary 
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seal'had  seareely  cbwned  upon  our  chturches.  Some  of  his 
oflfortfl  for  the  spread  of  the  Gtospel  in  the  city  are  thus 
modestlj  related  in  a  memorandnm  of  his  own.  ^^  After 
coming  to  Philadelphia,  I  formed  acqliaintanoe  with  a  nnm* 
ber  of  pious  men  of  other  churches,  and  heard  a  general 
complaint  concerning  the  want  of  activity  and  enterprise.  It 
occurred  to  me  that  there  was  much  which  might  be  done 
by  pious  laymen.  Sabbath  schools  had  not  then  been  intro- 
duced. I  sat  down  one  day  and  drew  up  a  constitution  for 
an  ^Evangelical  Society/  not  to  raise  ftmds,  nor  to  employ 
others  to  work,  but  an  association  of  which  every  member 
wens  to  be  a  working  man.  I  commimicated  the  constitution 
to  the  Presbyterian  ministers,  in  order  to  secure  their  ap- 
probation, which  was  readily  granted.  I  then  sent  an  invi- 
tation to  about  twenty  gentlemen  of  zealous  character  in 
tiie  different  congregations,  most  of  whom  came  together. 
When  I  read  to  them  my  plan,  they  seemed  greatly  pleased, 
and  an  expressed  a  willingness  to  do  something.  The  first 
step  was  to  divide  the  members  into  committees  of  two  each, 
to  go  out  in  the  evening  of  the  Sabbath,  to  gather  the 
children  of  the  poor  in  some  convenient  place,  to  talk  with 
fheir  parents,  and  read  the  Scriptures  and  other  good  books. 
We  met  the  first  evening  of  each  month  to  hear  reports  and 
to  confer  about  new  methods  of  doing  good.  This  society 
operated  successfully  and  without  any  serious  interruption 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  still  exists  in  a  feeble  state."  Its 
operations  have  since  been  merged  into  the  more  extensive 
plans  of  the  Sunday  School  and  Oity  Mission  enterprises. 
Several  important  measures  were  carried  into  effect  by  its 
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exertioBS,  particularly  the  erection  ci  an  Afirican  chmch. 
Several  eminent  laymen  were  trained  in  these  efforts  for 
sabeequent  usefulness  ;  am<mg  whom  may  be  named  James 
Moor  and  Francis  Markoe.  The  bearing  of  this  humble  en- 
deavour on  the  great  work  of  city- missions^  has  induced  us 
to  glean  a  few  additional  particulars  from  one  of  the  surviv- 
ing labourers.  Until  this  society  was  formed,  it  had  been  vary 
unusual  amcmg  Presbyterians  to  have  any  reUgious  meetings 
in  the  evening ;  and  these  were  even  opposed  by  some  good 
people.  The  Sunday  evening  services,  when  once  omn- 
menced,  were  exceedingly  popular  and  much  crowded. 
Several  licentiates  began  their  ministry  in  these  labours 
among  the  destitute,  which  gave  origin  to  new  churches 
now  in  existence. 

The  enterprise  was  so  novel  and  simple,  and  so  foie- 
dutdowed  later  measures  for  church-extension  and  educa- 
tion, that  we  gladly  add  the  view  derived  from  a  memoran- 
dum for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  venerable  Dr.  Janeway. 
^^  When  your  &ther,"  says  he  to  the  editor,  ^'  came  to  Phil- 
addfdiia,  there  was  in  existence  a  society  embracing  members 
ci  different  denominations  of  Christians,  and  styled  '  The 
Humane  Society.'  As  its  name  imports,  it  was  to  relfeve 
the  wants  of  the  poor.  Your  father  originated  a  society, 
called  ^  the  Evangelical  Society.'  In  a  certain  stage  of  its 
development  both  Dr.  Green  and  I  became  members,  and 
regularly  attended  its  meetinga  It  then  met  in  the  session- 
room  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Ohurch,  adjoining  the 
church  edifice,  which  then  stood  at  the  comer  of  Arch  and 
Third  streets.    The  object  of  this  society  was  to  carry  the 
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knowledge  of  the  QoepeL  to  the  destitute  in  various  parts  of 
the  city.  The  members  went,  two  and  two,  to  particular 
d&tricts,  assembled  indmduals  where  they  found  convenient 
places,  read  to  them  out  of  the  Scriptures  and  evangelical 
sermons  or  portions  of  books,  and  conversed  and  prayed  with 
them.  These  committees  regularly  reported  to  the  Society 
the  result  of  their  labours. 

^'To  refresh  my  recollections,  and  especially  to  get  a 
knowledge  of  the  origin  of  the  Society,  I  have  twice  con- 
versed with  Mr.  Nassau,  senior,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Third  Presbyterian  Church,  under  the  ministry  of  Dr.  Mille- 
ddeVy  and  of  course  when  your  &ther  succeeded  him  as  pastor 
of  that  church.  He  gives  the  origin  of  the  Society  thus 
On  a  certain  day,  I  think  from  the  pulpit,  your  father  in- 
vited some  of  his  church  members  to  meet  at  his  house. 
When  convened,  he  said  to  them,  ^  Brethren,  I  have  been 
looking  oyer  the  congregation,  and  think  that  a  number  of 
the  pious  members  may  be  very  usefully  employed  in  pro- 
moting the  interests  of  religion  in  different  places  among  the 
poor  and  ignorant.'  He  detailed  the  plan,  and  they  proposed 
that  he  should  act  as  their  president ;  but  this  he  declined, 
as  a  needless  formality.  Another  meeting  was  held,  to 
which  more  were  invited.  It  was  afterwards  proposed  to 
embrace  in  the  Society  members  of  other  Presbyterian 
churchea  The  Society  continued  to  act,  I  think,  until 
your  fiither^s  removal  to  Princeton  in  1812.*'  * 

We  find  by  examination  of  the  Religious  Bemembrancer, 

*  Letter  of  the  Ber.  J.  J.  Janeway,  D.  D.,  July  28»  1858. 
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that  the  Sooiety  was  institated  oa  tiie  eleveBtth  diqr  €iAfml, 
180S.  The  same  jounial^  under  date  of  Septembw  18, 
1813,  says  that  "some  of  the  OcHimutteeSy  finding  the  imk 
to  inoreaae  on  their  hands,  have  thought  it  expedient  to  de- 
vote an  additi<mal  evening  to  the  children,''  and  adds,  that 
"sevmil  oonveni^t  houses  oa  different  sites  have  been 
erected/'  for  accommodating  them.  And  it  is  said,  October 
16,  that  "at  the  first  formation  of  the  Society  a  small  sum 
was  subscribed,  which  was  applied  to  the  republishing  of 
several  tracts." 

Mr.  William  Biadfiird  remembeis  that  Mr.  Alexander 
was  present  at  the  opening  of  the  Society's  Sunday  evisning 
meetings,  for  preaching  and  teaching  at  the  comer  of  But- 
tonwood  and  Eighth  streets.  The  enterprise  was  novel,  asd 
the  meeting  was  so  much  threatened  that  two  constaUes 
were  employed  to  keep  the  peace.  It  was  a  neighbouriiood 
of  butchers,  and  some  one  said  of  it,  "  The  people  will  at- 
tend,  and  butcher  the  Evangelicals  afterwards."  These  par- 
ticulars, however  slight  in  themselves,  have  a  manifest 
bearing  on  the  rise  of  certain  great  charities  among  us« 

Among  the  manuscripts  which  belong  to  this  period,  is 
one  which  evidently  connects  itself  with  what  has  just  been 
recited,  and  with  the  great  work  of  Oity  Missions.  It  is  in 
the  handwriting  of  Dr.  Alexander,  and  is  sulgoined  without 
comment. 

"thb  poob  have  the  gospel  preaohed  unto  them. 

^^  It  is  a  truly  lamentable  consideration,  that  there  are 
thousands  of  unhappy  persons  in  and  about  this  city  who 
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raiely  or  never  hear  the  GkiepeL  This  is  especially  the  case 
with  respect  to  many  poor  people  who  are  unable  to  obtaia 
pews  in  the  chnrches,  or  who  are  so  careless  about  their  sal* 
mtion  as  never  to  have  sought  this  privilege.  Whilst  with 
a  laudable  zeal  we  are  sendix^  the  Gospel  to  the  heathen, 
and  to  the  ignorant  on  our  fix>ntiers9  is  it  not  also  incumbent 
on  us  to  endeavour,  by  all  practicable  means,  to  bring 
within  its  sound  the  multitudes  in  this  dty  who  are  nearly 
as  ignorant  as  heathens  P  Will  it  not  be  proper  to  show 
charity  at  home,  and  to  use  efforts  to  secure  perishing  souls 
from  impending  ruin  ? 

^'It  is  believed  that  it  would  be  productive  of  much  good 
to  this  class  of  people,  to  erect  a  Jiree  ohurch,  a  church,  the 
pews  or  seats  of  which  should  never  be  appropriated  to  par- 
tieular  persons,  but  left  open  for  all  who  might  choose  at 
any  time  to  occupy  them.  Such  a  church  might  easily  be 
supplied  with  preaching  every  Sunday  evening  by  the  minis- 
ters of  the  dty,  and  firequently  in  the  day  by  strangers  who 
may  happen  to  spend  the  Sabbath  in  the  dty. 

^^  In  order  to  provide  such  a  house,  and  to  devise  and  ex* 
scute  other  plans  for  the  extension  of  religious  knowledge 
among  the  po(»r  and  ignorant  in  the  City  and  Liberties  of 
Philadelphia,  we  whose  names  are  hereunto  sabscribed  do 
agree  to  form  ourselves  into  a  Society ;  and  to  regulate  our 
pioceedmgs  we  have  adopted  the  fidlowing  roles  : 

**  1.  The  style  of  the  Society  shall  be.  The  Sodety  for 
promoting  Beligious  Knowledge  among  the  Poor. 

''2.  Any  person  may  become  a  member  of  this  Sodety, 
#ho  shall  contribute  a  sum  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  free 
diurch  not  less  than  ten  dollars. 
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'^  3.  As  soon  as  twenty  subscribers  shall  be  obtamed,  a 
meeting  shall  be  held,  at  which  it  shall  be  determined,  whe- 
ther there  is  a  sufficient  jHrospect  of  success  to  proceed  with 
the  tmdertaking. 

'^4.  If  it  shall  be  determined  to  make  the  attempt,  a 
Committee  of  five  persons  shall  be  chosw  hy  a  majority  of 
the  subscribers  present,  to  whom  the  whole  arrangement  <^ 
the  business  shall  be  committed,  and  who  shall  continue  in 
office  until  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Society,  when  a 
new  choice  shall  be  made. 

^^  5.  When  the  church  contemplated  is  erected,  and  fit  to 
receive  a  congregation,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee 
already  mentioned,  to  endeavour  to  have  it  supplied  with  gra- 
tuitous preaching,  at  least  on  every  Sunday  evening. 

^^  6.  Any  three  members  of  the  Committee  shall  be  au- 
thorized to  invite  any  preacher  of  any  Christian  denominatioii 
to  preach  in  the  aforesaid  church. 

^'7.  The  Committee  shall  also  take  the  most  efiectual 
means  to  give  notice  of  sermons  to  that  class  of  people 
whose  benefit  is  contemplated,  and  to  use  every  proper 
measure  to  induce  them  to  attend. 

'^  8.  Subscriptions  of  sums  less  than  ten  dollars  vn31  be 
thankfully  received,  but  will  not  entitle  the  contributor  to  a 
vote  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Society." 

Mr.  Alexander  was  a  commissioner  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly in  1807,  1808  and  1811,  and  a  tthe  first  of  these  i^eet- 
ings  was  elected  -moderator.  The  following  year,  agreeably 
to  custom,  he  delivered  the  discourse  at  the  ojpening  of  the 
Assembly.     It  was  published,  and  is  upon  the  text,  1  Cor., 
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zhr.  12,  ^^  Seek  tbat  ye  may  exoel,  to  the  edifying  of  the 
chuich." 

In  the  year  1810,  Mr.  Alexander  received  ftom  the 
College  of  New  Jersey  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Divinity ;  the  same  distinction  being  at  the  same  time  con- 
fibred  on  his  friends  the  Bev.  Moses  Hoge,  and  the  Bev. 
Leonard  Woods. 

Among  other  projects  of  his  scheming  and  inventive 
mind,  we  find  one  or  two  mentioned  in  his  private  reminis- 
cences, which  connect  him  with  enterprises  that  have  since 
become  very  impcHrtant.  Speaking  of  the  Philadelphia  Bible 
Society,  of  which  Dr.  Bush  was  the  chief  foander,  and  which 
is  the  ddest  in  the  hemisphere,  he  adds :  "  I  made  some 
exertion  to  have  a  small  Tract  Society  established,  but  the 
attempt  was  not  successful.  William  Bradford  did  indeed 
print  a  few  tracts,  and  Alexander  Henry  aided  in  paying 
the  expense."  Mr.  Bradford,  who  still  survives,  relates  that 
about  1808  or  1809,  Mr.  Alexander  urged  him  to  print  Mrs. 
More's  "  Coelebs,"  in  order  to  correct  the  taste  of  female 
readers  for  romances ;  which  he  accordingly  did.  Having 
printed  the  tract  ^^  Jack  Covey,"  he  applied  to  Mr.  Alexander 
to  fill  two  blank  pages  with  prayers.  The  reply  was  that  he 
had  never  written  one,  but  the  next  day  he  brought  him  a 
prayer  of  a  pious  seaman  before,  and  another  after  a  storm, 
which  were  printed.  Mr.  Alexander  strongly  encouraged 
the  primitive  Tract  Society,  the  ^'  Philadelphia  Tract  So- 
ciety/' which  had  its  origin  in  Mr.  Bradford's  reprinting  of 
that  inccHuparaUe  naiiative,  ^^  Poor  Joseph,"  which  he  re* 
ceived  firom  Dr.  Gkeen. 
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^^InoonsideiiBgtlie  wmitBof  tiie  pe^le  and  the. diffi- 
culty of  reaching  the  multitude  with  religious  instructiciii 
I  oonoeiyed  the  plan  of  a  religious  [newspaper],  a  thing  at 
that  time  unknown  in  the  world.  But  as  the  thing  was 
new,  I  mentioned  [it]  to  none  but  two  or  three  of  my  elden ; 
and  it  met  with  approbation.  It  was  suggested  that  we  had 
a  printer,  who  was  a  well  informed  young  man,  John  W. 
Scott.  I  conversed  with  him,  and  he  drew  up  a  well-wiitten 
but  rather  florid  Address,  to  accompany  a  Prospectu& 
Before  the  plan  was  carried  into  effect,  I  was  removed  to 
Princeton ;  but  Mr.  Scott  went  forward  with  the  enterprise, 
and  published  for  a  number  of  years,  before  saaj  other  work 
of  the  kind  was  thought  o^  The  Ohriatian  Bemembranoer. 
We  talked  of  getting  some  tracts  fen*  the  sailors,  and  I  ooan- 
posed  a  few  prayers  for  their  use,  which  Mr.  Bradford  printed. 
We  then  saw  no  way  of  extending  rdigious  instruction  to 
that  class  of  men ;  but  Providence  afterwards  opened  the 
way  for  mudi  good,  by  means  of  Bethel  meetings,  and 
the  Kke.'* 

It  is  worthy  of  record,  that  in  the  year  1810,  Mr.  Al«z- 
ander  was  elected  President  of  the  University  of  Q^orgia^  and 
was  solicited  with  importunity  to  assume  that  important 
{dace.  The  hct  was  unknown  even  to  his  children,  until 
revealed  by  his  posthumous  papers. 

During  the  last  year  of  Dr.  Alexander's  abode  in  Phila- 
delphia, an  event  of  signal  calamity  drew  his  sympathies 
towards  his  native  State.  It  is  thus  related  in  a  journal 
€i  the  day.  ^^  On  the  night  of  December  26, 1811,  the  theatre 
in  the  city  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  was  unusually  crowded ; 
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a  B0ir  ]daj  bttdag  dmwn  togeiber  an  assemUf  of  not  less 
than  ax  Imndildd  pessons.  Toward  the  close  <^  the  per-* 
fooDMuoe^  jtistbefixe  the  last  act  <^  the  eondodiDg  panto- 
mime, the  soen^  oangjit  fire  from  a  lamp  inadyertenily 
laiaed  to  aa  improper  position,  and  in  a  few  minotes  the 
whckd  building  was  wraj^ped  in  flames.  The  doors  being 
few,  and  the  avennes  leading  to  them  extremely  narrow,  the 
Boeoe  which  ensued  was  truly  one  of  horror.  It  may  be  in 
some  degree  imagined,  bat  can  never  be  adeqoatefydesciibad. 
About  seventy-five  persons  peiisbed  in  the  flamea  Am<»g 
tbeae  were  the  €k>vemor  of  the  State ;  the  President  of  the 
Bank  of  Virginia ;  one  of  the  most  eminent  attorneys  be- 
longing to  the  bar  of  the  commonwealth ;  anumber  of  other 
respectable  gentlemen  ;  and  about  fifly  females,  o£  whom  a 
large  portion  were  amcmg  t^  ladies  of  the  greatest  ccmspi- 
ouity  and  fSuhion  in  the  dty."  When  the  direfiil  news 
reached  Phtkutelf^iia,  a  meeting  was  held  on  New  Yeur's 
Day,  of  more  than  one  hundred  Yiiginians,  being  part  of 
the  Medical  Glass  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  who, 
after  suitable  resolutions  of  condolence,  requested  Dr.  Alex- 
ander to  deliver  a  discourse  on  the  mournful  occasion.  We 
well  remember  the  solemn  procession  from  the  University  to 
the  church,  and  the  throng  of  the  agitated  assembly.  The 
sermon  was  published,  uki  though  unquestionably  the  most 
hurried  production  of  its  auth(»r,  contains  some  passages 
which  deserve  to  be  remembered.  The  text  was  Bomans 
xii.  15,  ^^  We^  with  them  that  weep ; "  and  it  was  intro- 
diK^ed  by  some  remarks  on  the  sympathetic  benignity  of  the 
GoepeL 
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**  One  leading  difference  betwe^i  the  system  of  morak 
prescribed  by  the  Stoics,  and  that  inculcated  by  Christianity, 
is,  that  while  the  former  aims  at  eradicating  the  passions, 
the  latter  endeavours  to  r^ulate  them  and  direct  them  into 
their  proper  channels.  The  great  Author  of  our  being  has 
implanted  the  principle  of  sympathy  deeply  in  human  na- 
ture, and  has  made  the  susceptibility  of  feding  the  sorrows 
of  another,  as  extensive  as  the  race  of  man.  It  is  common 
to  the  untutored  savage  and  the  man  of  refinement  aikL  edu- 
cation ;  and  traces  of  it  are  discovered  even  in  the  animal 
creation.  This  principle  of  sympathy,  while  it  indicates  the 
unity  of  our  species,  seems  to  form  a  mysterious  bond  of 
connection  between  aU  its  members.  The  spectacle  of  suf- 
fering humanity,  however  great  a  stoanger  the  object  may 
be,  will  always  excite  our  sensibility,  unless  the  feelings  be 
blunted  by  vicious  indulgence,  restrained  by  prejudice,  or 
extinguished  by  the  long  prevalence  of  malignant  passions. 
Genuine  pity,  and  compassion  for  objects  of  real  distress, 
have  been  perverted  and  almost  quenched,  in  a  multitude  c^ 
persons,  by  the  artificial  excitement  of  spurious  feelings,  pro- 
duced by  scenes  of  fictitious  distress ;  which  tend  to  no 
valuable  end,  and  are  sought  only  for  the  momentary  grati- 
fication of  (he  possessor.  But  however  sympathy  may  be 
abused,  it  has  its  proper  and  legitimate  exercise,  to  which 
we  are  not  only  prompted  by  nature,  but  directed  by  reason 
and  exhorted  by  religion.  There  are  occasions,  when  not  to 
^weep  with  them  that  weep,'  would  be  rebellion  against 
every  principle  which  ought  to  govern*  us.  If  the  sufferings 
of  an  enemy  may  be  such  as  to  affect  us — ^if  we  are  excited 
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to  weep  at  tbe  woes  of  a  stranger — ^what  must  our  feelings 
be,  when  we  recognise  in  the  cry  of  unutterable  anguidi  the 
well-lmown  voice  of  an  acquaintance,  a  friend,  a  lm)ther  oi 
a  sister  ?  Suck  a  cry  of  distress,  from  the  capital  of  our  na- 
tive State,  has  pierced  our  ears,  and  filled  our  hearts  with 
gEie£  The  scms  of  Virginia,  resident  in  this  place,  are  to- 
day called  up(m  to  mourn,  and  to  mingle  their  sympathetic 
tears  with  those  of  the  whole  State/' 

Afler  some  allusion  to  the  distinguished  names  in  the 
catalogue  of  the  dead,  the  preacher  indulges  in  a  few  rapid 
pictures,  which  however  uncommon  in  his  severer  printed 
works^  were  not  unfrequent  in  his  extemporaneous  discourses, 
and  which  for  this  reason  ought  to  be  preserved.  ^^  That," 
he  continues,  ^' which  winds  up  our  sympathies  to  the 
highest  pitch,  is,  that  the  grater  part  were  young  women 
in  the  very  Uoom  and  prime  of  life.  About  one  half  the 
names  in  the  whole  catalogue  are  of  this  description.  0  t 
who  can  think,  without  exquisite  anguish,  of  so  many  gay 
and  blooming  virgins,  decorated  with  the  charms  of  beauty, 
accomplished  by  the  refinements  of  art,  tender  and  delicate 
to  excess,  and  accustomed  only  to  endearments  and  caresses, 
perishing  by  a  death  so  cruel,  and  by  torments  so  excrudat- 
ii^ !  Who  can  describe  the  chasm  which  has  been  made  in 
numerous  fiunilies,  and  the  agony  which  has  been,  and  is 
still  endured !  Tell  us,  ye  bereaved  mothers  (if  words  can 
efxptem  it),  the  pangs  which  have  rent  your  breaking  hearts, 
siBce  you  beheld  the  scorched,  bruised,  and  disfigured  re-" 
mains  of  your  once  beautiful  daughters,  ^  In  Bama,'  of  old, 
'a  voice  of  lamentation,  and  weepmg,  and  great  mourning, 
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wiuB  heard ;  Badiel  weeping  for  her  children,  and  wonld  not 
be  comfitfted,  becanse  they  are  not/  How  many  inconso- 
lable BachelB  are  there  this  day,  who  weep  for  their  children 
and  reftise  to  be  comforted.  The  hoary  head  of  the  indnl- 
gent  &ther  too  mnst  now  come  down  with  sorrow  to  the 
grave.  Perhaps  the  last  prop  and  solace  of  his  declining 
years,  as  well  as  the  darling  of  his  heart,  is  for  ever  gone 
fix)m  his  sight.  The  helpless  widow  and  the  orphan  chil- 
dren also  Hft  np  their  deploring  hands  and  their  streaming 
eyes  to  heaven,  expressing  thereby  feelings  of  grief  and 
agony,  to  which  all  words  are  inadequate.  And  why  need  I 
attempt  to  describe  the  poignant  pangs  of  the  disapp<Hnted 
lover  (the  day  of  whose  nuptials  perhaps  was  fixed),  as  he 
beholds  the  form  which  he  idolized  changed  into  a  fHgfatful 
skeleton. 

^'  But  the  shock  is  felt  not  only  in  the  city  of  Bidmiond, 
but  in  remote  parts  of  the  State.  Several  who  perished  in 
the  flames  resided  at  a  distance.  With  some,  perhaps,  it 
was  the  first  visit  of  any  length  which  they  ever  made  ficom 
their  father's  house.  Methinks  I  see  the  fond  mother  taking 
the  last  leave  of  her  beloved  daughter,  little  suspecting  ti^ 
it  is  the  last.  Or  shall  I  fancy  that  some  unaccountable 
foreboding  seizes  her  mind  and  oppresses  her  heart,  as  the 
object  of  her  hopes  and  fears  is  carried  firom  her  sight  ? 

'^  But  who  shall  imagine  what  her  situation  and  feeUngs 
are,  when  the  day  arrives  which  shall  bring  a  letter  fiom 
her  affectionate  child !  A  letter  comes,  it  is  true ;  but  what 
horror  chills  the  blood,  when  it  is  seen  not  to  be  inscribed 
ill  the  well-known  hand  of  the  dear  giil,  and  to  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  &ther  instead  of  the  mother.     I  see  his 
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leterw  hand  t]?eQd)le  whOe  b^  breaks  the  ominoiis  seal 
AjA  the  counteDaDee  which  had  remaindd  unmoved,  whik 
death  was  braired  at  the  eaimon's  month,  now  tnms  pale  as 
aahes^  when  he  reads  the  few  inooherent  sentences,  bjr  whidi 
he  is  macjie  to  realise  moie  than  ever  the  Roomiest  hour  had 
painted  on  his  ima^nation.  These  remarks  are  suggested 
hj  the  recollecticm  of  a  modest  and  amiable  young  lady, 
whom  I  ht^pened  to  see  last  summer,  in  company  with  a 
pious  mother,  at  a  solemn  religious  meeting,  where  she  ap- 
peared to  be  deeply  interested,  and  to  enter  very  devotionally 
into  the  exerdses  of  the  day  ;  but  alas  !  in  looking  over  the 
melancholy  list,  I  find  her  name  enrolled.  She  perished  in 
the  flames  on  the  fittal  twenty-sixth  of  December. 

*^  I  feel  it  to  be  incumbent  on  me  ....  to  give  my  public 
testimony  against  [theatrical  exhibitions]  as  being,  notwith- 
standing the  partial  good  which  may  result  firom  them, 
unfijendly  to  piety — unfiiendly  to  morality — ^unfiiendly  to 
health — ^unfriendly  to  domestic  happiness — and  unfiiendly 
to  true  delicacy  and  genuine  refinement.'' 

The  peroration  is  as  follows.  ^^Fioally,  permit  me  to 
conclude  this  discourse,  by  considering  the  dispensation, 
which  has  convened  us  this  day,  in  the  li^t  of  a  solemn 
warning.  Yes,  my  hearers,  if  ever  the  trumpet  of  a  right- 
eous Providence  sounded  loudly  in  our  ears,  it  doth  so  this 
day.  The  voice  is  alarming.  Let  no  weak  notions  of  accident 
and  second  causes  keep  you  firom  observing  the  fix>wns  of 
heaven,  whndi  lower  over  us.  Think  not  that  these  were 
nnners  aibove  all  who  dwell  in  the  land,  because  they  suffered 
such  things.  'I  tell  you  nay ;  but  except  ye  repent,  ye  shall 
all  likewise  perish.' 
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^^  Often,  since  the  ominons  and  &tal  handwriting  <m  the 
wall  caused  the  proud  kmg  of  Babylon  to  shake  with  tenor 
in  the  midst  of  his  pro&ne  mirth  and  riot,  has  the  awftd 
transition  from  the  gay  scenes  of  dissipation,  to  the  shades 
of  death,  been  made  in  the  period  of  a  single  night  Oftai 
have  the  votaries  of  pleasure  been  hurried  from  &b  festive 
board,  the  merry  dance,  the  opera  and  play — and  what  is 
still  more  dreadful,  from  scenes  of  excess  and  debauchery — 
into  eternity,  to  answer  for  their  deeds  before  the  tremendous 
bar  of  GKmL  Beceive  the  warning,  then,  and  ^suffer  the 
word  of  exhortation/  The  views  and  impressions  produced 
by  this  deplorable  occurrence,  however  painful  at  the  present, 
may  be  precious  in  their  effects,  and  should  not  be  allowed 
to  pass  off  without  originating  such  resolutions  and  purposes, 
as  shall  become  the  foundation  of  a  new  course  of  life.  You 
may  never  in  the  whole  period  of  your  lives  find  a  season  so 
fevourable,  to  shake  off  the  undue  influence  of  the  world, 
and  to  break  with  eveiy  darling  lust  and  besetting  sin.  My 
last  advice,  therefore,  is,  becoms  real  Chbistiaks.  Make 
religion  a  personal  concern.  Attend  to  it  without  delay. 
^Bemember  now  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth.' 
And  may  the  Qod  of  all  grace  crown  the  exercises  of  this 
day  with  his  blessing,  for  Christ's  sake  I    Amen.'' 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  as  belonging  to  a  parallel  betwe^ 
two  long  and  blended  lives,  that  the  Beverend  Dr.  MOler  in 
New- York  preached  and  published  a  discourse,  commemora- 
tive of  the  same  afflictive  event.  It  was  upon  Lamentations, 
iL  1 — 13,  and  contains  an  able  and  elaborate  argument 
against  theatrical  amusements. 
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CHAPTER  THIRTEENTH. 
1811—1812. 

IDBOLOCaOJLL    SKKINABT    PBOJIOTBD — ^ELBOTION    OF  PBOFB880B — ^BEHOTAL 
TO  FEINOXTOir — BTUDIB8  AND  ATTAINMENTS — ^XNAUOITBATIOH. 

IT  cannot  now  be  ascertained  by  whom  the  sdieme  of  a 
Theological  Seminaiy  for  the  Presbyterian  Chnrch  was 
first  soggested.  In  the  measures  which  resulted  in  such  an 
institution^  many  minds  co-operated.  Among  these  we  may 
safely  say  none  were  more  prominent  than  Doctors  Green, 
Miller  and  Alexander.  The  increasing  fields  open  for  Gospel 
labour,  caused  not  a  few  among  our  ministers  to  be  devising 
methods  for  supplying  the  destitutions.  It  was  also  gen- 
erally belieyed  that  the  method  of  pursuing  studies  in  pre- 
paration for  the  ministiy,  under  the  guidance  of  indiyidual 
pastors,  however  valuable  as  a  measure  of  necessity,  could 
not  be  relied  on,  as  the  means  of  furnishing  adequate  train- 
ing for  the  work  of  so  great  a  country.  In  regard  to  the 
education  of  candidates  in  general,  Dr.  Green,  as  early  as 
1805,  sent  into  the  General  Assembly  an  overture,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Oommittee  of  Overtures,  which  was  received 
with  so  much  fisivour  as  to  be  published  in  the  printed 
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minutes  of  the  year  with  his  name,  and  which  originated  a 
system  of  measures  which  occupied  this  judicatoiy  for  several 
years.  This  admirable  paper,  however,  did  not  contain  any 
proposal  of  a  theological  institution.  Of  this  particdlar 
method  of  raising  up  a  suitable  ministry,  the  earliest  men- 
tion which  we  have  been  able  to  discover  is  in  a  discourse 
preached  by  Dr.  Alexander  in  1808,  b^re  the  G^eral 
Assembly,  of  which  he  had  been  Moderator  the  year  before. 
The  passage  is  as  fdlows : 

"  I  will  now  make  afew  remarks  on  the  subject  of  purity, 
as  it  respects  the  discipline  of  the  churcL  The  first  thing 
here  which  deserves  our  attention,  is  the  introduction  of  suit- 
able men  into  the  ministiy.  If  you  would  have  a  well-dis- 
ciphned  army,  you  must  b^n  by  appointing  good  officers. 
There  is  no  subject  which  more  deserves  the  attention  of  oar 
church  when  met  in  Gen^td  Assembly  than  this.  The  defi- 
ciency of  preachers  is  great.  Our  vacancies  are  numerous, 
and  often  continue  for  years  unsupplied,  by  which  means 
they  are  broken  up  or  destroyed.  Our  seminaries  of  learning, 
although  increasing  in  literature  and  numbers,  fomish  us 
with  few  preachers.  This  state  of  afihirs  calls  loudly  finr 
your  attention.  Some  measures  have  already  been  adopted 
by  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Assembly  to  remedy 
this  evil;  but  although  they  promise  considerable  success, 
they  are  inadequate  to  the  object.  In  my  opinion,  we 
shall  not  have  a  r^ular  and  sufficient  supply  of  well-quali- 
fied ministers  of  the  Gospel,  until  every  Presbytery,  or  at 
least  every  Synod,  shall  have  under  its  direction  a  seminary 
established  for  the  single  purpose  of  educating  youth  for  the 
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saiiiirtfy,  in  which  the  oonne  of  edaoation  from  its  oom* 
menoement  shall  be  directed  to  tlus  object ;  fer  it  is  much 
to  be  doabted  whether  the  system  of  education  pnrsaed  in 
our  coU^es  and  nniyeisities  is  the  best  adapted  to  prepaie  a 
ypong  man  for  the  work  of  the  ministry.  The  great  exten- 
8i<m  of  the  physical  sciences^  and  the  taste  and&shion  of  the 
age,  have  given  snch  a  shape  and  direction  to  i^e  academical 
oooree,  that  I  oonfidss,  it  appeais  to  me  to  be  little  adapted 
to  intro^uo^  ayouth  to  the  study  of  the  sacred  Scriptures.^' 

In  refoenoe  to  these  remarks.  Dr.  Gteen  Bays  in  his 
Autobiography :  ^'Encouraged  by  this,  I  used  all  my  influ- 
ence in  fiskvour  of  the  measure ;  and  in  1809,  the  Presbytery 
of  Philadeli^a,  to  which  I  belonged,  sent  into  the  General 
Assembly  of  that  year  an  overture  distinctly  proposing  the 
estaUishment  of  a  theological  school  The  committee  to 
which  the  overture  was  referred,  reported  to  the  Assembly 
three  plans,  namely:  1.  'One  great  school,  in  some  con- 
venient place  near  the  centre  of  the  bounds  of  our  church. 
2.  To  establish  two  such  schools  in  such  places  as  may  best 
accommodate  the  northern  and  southern  divisions  of  the 
CSiuroh.  3.  To  establish  such  a  school  within  the  bounds  of 
each  of  the  Synods.  After  stating  the  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages of  each  of  these  modes,  the  committee  recom- 
m^ided  and  the  AssemUy  resolved,  that  the  above  plans  be 
submitted  to  all  the  Presbyteries  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Qeneral  Assembly,  for  their  consideration,  and  that  they  be 
cainfol  to  send  up  to  the  next  Assembly  at  their  sessions 
in  May,  1810,  their  opnions  on  the  subject.'  When  the 
votes  of  the  Presbyteries  came  to  be  examined  by  a  commit* 
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tee  appointed  for  the  poipose  in  1810^  it  appeased  that  a 
maj(»rit7  of  the  Presbyteries  under  the  care  of  the  AssemUj 
had  exjnressed  a  decided  opinicm  in  &vonr  of  the  estaUiah- 
ment  of  a  theol<^cal  school ;  and  that  although  there  ma 
an  equal  number  of  Presbyteries  in  fitvonr  of  the  first  and 
third  plans  above  mentioned,  yet  there  were  those  who  had 
voted  in  favour  of  the  third  plan,  who  had  done  so  fimn  aa 
^itire  misconception  <^  the  nature  and  intention  of  the  firsts 
which  would  be  completely  obviated  when  the  details  of  that 
plan  should  be  made  known.  The  conclusion  therefore  was 
'that  there  was  a  greater  amount  of  presbyterial  su£&age  in 
&vour  of  a  single  school  than  of  any  other  plan."  Several 
resolutions  were  passed  by  the  (General  Assembly  (which  I 
shall  not  transcribe)  for  the  inmiediate  establidmient  of  the 
contemplated  institution ;  and  a  committee  was  appointed, 
of  which  I  was  the  chaiiman,  to  draught  a  plan,  as  the  0(»i6tir 
tution  of  a  theological  seminary.  The  draughting  of  a  pka 
fell  of  course  upon  me,  as  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 
In  hope  of  getting  aid  fix)m  my  fellow  members,  I  requested 
the  committee  to  meet  in  New- York,  at  the  house  of  Dr. 
Miller.  The  committee  consisted  of  seven  members,  and 
if  I  remember  right,  but  four  of  them  met.  We  howevw 
spent  the  afternoon  in  talking  about  the  plan  of  the  oontenv- 
plated  seminary.  But  when  I  sat  seriously  down  to  make  a 
draught  of  the  plan,  I  found  that  there  was  but  one  idea 
ffoggested  by  my  brethren,  that  I  could  introduce  into  H. 
Nor  had  I  any  other  guide  than  the  nature  of  the  subject ; 
and  if  I  ever  taxed  my  faculties  to  their  best  effort,  it  was 
3Q  this  oocasiim.    Two  of  the  artides  <^  the  plan,  when  it 
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was  r^rted  to  the  Assembly,  were  laid  over  to  be  consideTed 
in  the  following  year,  and  to  this  day  they  have  not  been 
taken  up — these  articles  related  to  the  library  and  a  theo- 
logical academy. 

^^  When  I  had  completed  a  draught  of  the  plan  for  the 
ccmstruction  of  the  Seminary,  I  summcmed  the  committee 
to  meet  at  Princeton,  on  the  day  of  Commencement,  1810. 
There  was  a  general,  but  not  a  full  attendance  at  that  time ; 
and  I  shall  never  forget  with  what  diffidence  I  submitted 
my  draught  to  my  brethren,  not  only  being  willing,  but 
wishing  that  they  woidd  suggest  alterations  and  improve- 
ments, and  I  was  surprised  when  they  suggested  none  of 
any  importance.  We  knew  that  it  was  cum  pericuh  that 
our  plan  should  be  published  before  it  was  reported  to  the 
Assembly.  But  we  determined  to  do  it,  and  to  have  copies 
enough  printed  to  lay  one  on  the  table  of  every  member  of  the 
Assembly  of  the  following  year,  1811.  We  were  not  blamed 
for  this  act  by  any  one ;  on  the  contraiy,  the  members  of 
the  Assembly  appeared  to  be  gratified  when  they  found  that 
each  was  served  with  a  copy.  This  plan  has  received  a  con- 
siderable number  of  modifications  by  the  (General  Assemblies 
which  have  convened  during  the  three  and  thirty  years 
which  have  elapsed  since  its  first  adoption ;  and  yet  no  im- 
portant feature  of  the  plan  has  been  changed,  and  more  than 
three  fourths  of  the  language  remains  as  it  was  in  the  orignal 
composition." 

On  a  subject  so  important  in  itself,  and  so  closely  related 
to  our  chief  subject,  we  may  be  allowed  to  go  into  some  par- 
ticulars, by  inserting  the  brief  history  of  the  project,  prcr 
pared,  as  we  beUeve,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Miller. 
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'^  Thd  iflo^itenoe  of  tlie  muon  of  piety  and  kandng  in 
the  holy  ministry,  is  one  of  those  ladical  princtplos  of  eccle- 
siastical wisdom,  which  the  ezperienee  of  ages  has  served 
moie  and  more  to  confirm.  If  the  prkaPs  Upa  were  of  dd 
to  keep  hnowUdge  ;  if  the  ministem  of  the  Gospel  ai:e  bonnd 
to  fe/ed  Qye  people  toith  knowledge  and  wUh  fPnderBkmding  ; 
then  nothing  can  be  plainer  than  that  %D<»anoe,  or  small 
and  indigested  knowledge  is,  next  to  the  want  of  piety,  one 
of  the  most  serious  defects  in  a  candidate  finr  the  sacred  of- 
fice. It  is  equally  plain,  that  if  this  gveat  eonc^n  be  prqMN 
ly  directed,  especially  if  it  be  directed  with  order  and  xndr 
formity,  it  must  be  attended  to  by  the  Church  hersdi  That 
which  is  left  to  individual  enterprise  and  caprice,  may  some- 
times be  well  managed,  but  wUl  seldom  be  managed  in  any 
two  cases  alike.  Besides,  unless  the  Churdi  take  this  mat- 
ter into  her  own  hands,  she  cannot  inspect  and  control  the 
education  which  her  candidates  for  the  hcdy  ministry  reeeive. 
Her  most  precious  fountains  may  be  poisoned  without  her 
beii^  able  to  apply  an  effectual  remedy.  No  church,  there- 
fore, which  n^lects  the  proper  educatton  of  her  ministers, 
can  be  considered  as  foithful,  either  to  her  own  most  Tital 
interests,  or  to  the  honour  of  her  divine  Head  and  Lord. 

^^  Impressed  with  these  solemn  con7ioti<»u3,  a  number  of 
the  ministers  and  other  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Ohuroh, 
long  before  the  establishm^it  of  their  Seminary,  deeply  la- 
mented the  want  of  such  an  institution,  and  saw  with  modi 
pain  the  extreme  disadvantetges  under  which  their  candi- 
dates for  the  ministry  laboured,  in  pursuing  their  thedk)gieal 
studies.     They  saw  young  men,  with  very  small  previous 
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aoqidiMMiits  in  Mtomtore  and  m&moe,  after  devoting  only 
twehe  or  eighteen  months^  and  in  some  instances  much  less, 
to  the  stndy  of  theology^  and  even  fcr  that  diort  time^  al- 
most wholly  without  soitable  helps,  taking  on  themselves  the 
most  wei^^ity  and  lesponsihle  of  all  offices. 

^'They  saw,  at  the  same  time,  the  'Reformed  Dntdi 
Qhnrch/  the  '  Associate  Brfonned  Church/  eaui.  the  descend- 
ants of  the  veneraUe  Puritans  in  New  England,  all  going 
before  them  in  an  honourable  and  successM  career  of  ezer- 
ticm,  to  remove  these  disadvantages,  and  to  estaUish  semi- 
naiies  fofr  the  instruction  of  thdr  candidates  for  the  ministty ; 
and  they  perceived,  that,  unless  the  Presbyterkn  Ohurch 
should  imitate  their  example^  whQe  other  denominationB  rose 
and  flouiished,  and  became  the  means  of  extensive  blessings 
to  their  countiy,  she  must  inevitably  decline,  and  fSsdl  into  a 
state  of  discouraging  weakness,  inferiority,  and  compamtive 
uselessDess. 

'^  Accordingly,  after  long  waiting,  and  after  miHsh  counsel 
and  prayer,  the  proposal  to  establish  a  theological  seminary 
for  the  Presbyterian  Ohurch,  was  first  introduced  into  the 
Qeoeral  Assembly,  during  the  sessions  of  that  body  in  May, 
▲.  p.  1809.  It  was  introduced  in  the  form  of  an  overture 
or  proposal  from  the  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia*  This  over- 
ture was  so  '£»  countenanced  by  the  Ass^nbly  as  to  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  who,  after  due  deliberation  on 
the  subject,  brought  in  the  following  report,  which,  being 
read,  was  adopted,  and  became  the  act  of  the  Assembly,  in 
the  following  words,  viz. 

<<  <  The  committee  appointed  on  the  subject  of  a  theo- 
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logical  Bdiool,  oyertured  from  the  PieBbTtery  of  Philodelidiia^ 
report^ 

^^  ^  That  three  modes  of  compaasmg  thk  important  ob- 
ject have  presented  themselves  to  their  consideration. 

^^  ^  The  first  is^  to  establish  one  great  school^  in  some  con- 
venient place  near  the  centre  of  the  bounds  of  our  Church. 

^^ '  The  second  is,  to  establish  iux>  such  schools,  in  sudi 
places  as  may  best  accommodate  the  northern  and  southem 
divisions  of  the  ChurcL 

^^  ^  The  third  is,  to  establish  such  a  school  within  the 
bounds  of  each  of  the  Synods.  In  this  case,  jour  committee 
suggest  the  propriety  of  leaving  it  to  each  Synod  to  direct 
the  mode  of  forming  the  school,  and  the  place  where  it  shall 
be  established. 

^'  ^  The  advantages  attending  the  first  of  the  proposed 
modes,  are,  that  it  would  be  furnished  with  larger  fwads^ 
and  therefore  with  a  more  extensive  library  and  a  greater 
number  of  professors.  The  system  of  education  pursued  in 
it  would  therefore  be  more  extensive,  and  more  perfect ;  the 
youth  educated  in  it  would  also  become  more  united  in  the 
same  views,  and  contract  an  eady  and  lasting  friendship  for 
each  other ;  circumstances  which  would  not  &il  of  promoting 
harmony  and  prosperity  in  the  Church.  The  disadvantages 
attending  this  mode  would  be,  prindpaUy,  those  derived 
from  the  distance  of  its  position  from  the  extremities  of  the 
Presbyterian  bounds. 

^^  ^  The  advantages  attending  the  second  of  the  proposed 
modes  and  the  disadvantages,  wiU  readily  suggest  themselves, 
from  a  comparison  of  this  with  the  other  two. 
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^'^The  advcmUigea  whieh  would  attend  the  thirdy  to 
wity  the  establishment  of  theological  schools  by  the  respective 
Synods,  wonld  be  the  following.  The  local  situation  of  the 
respective  schools  would  be  peculiarly  convenient  for  the 
several  parts  of  a  country  so  extensive,  as  that  for  the  bene- 
fit of  which  they  were  designed.  The  inhabitants  having 
the  seminaries  brought  near  to  them,  would  feel  a  peculiar 
interest  in  tiieir  prosperity,  and  may  be  rationally  expected 
to  contribute  much  more  liberally  than  to  any  single  school, 
or  even  to  two.  The  Sjmods,  also,  having  the  immediate 
care  of  them,  and  directing,  either  in  person  or  by  delegation, 
all  their  concerns,  woidd  feel  a  similar  interest,  and  would 
probably  be  better  pleased  with  a  system  formed  by  them- 
selves, and  therefore  peculiarly  suited  to  the  wishes  and  in^ 
terests  of  the  several  parts  of  the  Church  immediately  under 
their  direction.  Greater  efforts,  therefore,  may  be  expected 
fiom  ministers  and  people,  to  promote  the  prosperity  of 
these  schools,  than  of  any  other.  The  disadvcmiagea  of  this 
mode  would  be,  the  it^eriority  of  the  Jkmda  ;  a  smaller  num- 
ber qf  professcra  ;  a  smdUer  library ,  and  a  more  limited 
iystem  of  education  in  each.  The  students,  also,  as  now, 
would  be  strangers  to  each  other. 

*^  ^  Should  the  last  of  these  modes  be  adopted,  your  com- 
mittee are  of  the  opinion,  that  every  thing  pertaining  to 
the  erection  and  conduct  of  each  school,  should  be  left  to 
the  direction  of  the  respective  Synods.  If  either  of  the  first, 
the  whole  should  be  subject  to  the  control  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

^^  ^  Your  committee  also  suggest,  that,  in  the  former  of 
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these  oases,  the  fluids  for  each  sdiool  shouU  be  laised  within 
the  botiDds  of  the  Synod  within  whieh  it  was  stationed.  In 
the  latter,  they  shoold  be  collected  £rom  the  whole  body  of 
the  Church. 

^'  *  Your  conunittee,  therefore,  submit  the  fdlowing  reso* 
Intion,  to  wit : 

^^  ^  Besolvedy  That  the  above  plans  be  submitted  to  all  tte 
Presbyteries  within  the  bounds  of  the  General  AssemUy,  fx 
their  consideration ;  and  that  they  be  careflil  to  send  xxp  to 
the  next  Assembly,  at  their  sessions  in  May,  1810,  their 
opinions  on  the  subject/ 

'^  Agreeably  to  this  resolution,  the  three  alternate  plans 
which  it  contemplates,  were  sent  down  to  all  the  Preslqr- 
teries,  to  be  considered  and  decided  upon  by  them. 

^^  At  the  meeting  of  the  next  General  AssemUy,  in  Mbj^ 
1810,  the  Presbyteries  were  called  upon  to  state  Y^iat  they 
had  respectively  done  with  respect  to  the  rec(»nme&datien 
of  the  last  Assembly,  relative  to  the  establishm^it  of  a  tiieo- 
logical  sdiooL  The  reports  firom  the  several  Presbyteries  on 
this  subject,  having  been  read,  were  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee to  consider  and  report  on  the  same.  This  committee 
made  a  report,  which,  being  read  and  amended,  was  adopted, 
as  follows,  viz. : 

^'  ^  The  committee,  after  maturely  d^berating  on  the 
subject  committed  to  them,  submit  to  the  Assembly  the 
following  results. 

^^  ^  I.  It  is  evident,  that  not  only  a  majority  of  the  Pres- 
byteries which  have  reported  on  this  subject,  but  also  a 
majority  of  all  the  Presbyteries  under  the  care  i^thisAssem* 
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Vtjy  liftve  expressed  a  dedded  qnnicm  in  fitvoar'  of  the  ee- 
tablifihment  ot  a  theolc^cal  school  or  schools  in  otir  Church. 

'^'IL  It  appears  to  the  committee,  that  althongh  ac- 
eording  to  the  statement  abeady  reported  to  the  Assembly, 
there  is  an  equal  nnmber  of  Presbyteries  in  favour  of  the/r«* 
plan,  which  contemplates  a  single  school  for  the  whole 
Ohnreh ;  and  in  &yonr  of  the  third  plan,  which  contemplates 
the  erection  of  a  school  in  each  Synod  ;  yet,  as  several  of 
the  olg^ctions  made  to  the  first  plan,  are  founded  entirely 
m  misconception,^  and  will  be  completely  obviated  by  de- 
veloping the  details  of  that  plan ;  it  seems  £Eurly  to  follow 
that  there  is  a  greater  amount  of  Presbyteiial  suffirage  in 
&vour  of  a  dngle  school,  than  of  any  other  plan. 

'^  *  III.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  committee  are  of 
opinion,  that,  as  much  light  has  been  obtained  from  the 
reports  of  Presbyteries  on  this  subject,  as  would  be  likely  to 
result  fiom  a  renewal  of  the  reference  :  that  no  advantage 
will  probably  arise  firom  farther  delay  in  this  important  con- 
cern ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  much  serious  inconvenience  and 

*  "Some  of  the  Preftbyteries  objected  to  a  angle  theological  seminary,  for 
the  whole  Ohnroli,  becaiue  thej  apprehended  that;  if  this  plan  were  adopted, 
•rery  Presbytery  would  become  thereby  bomnd  to  send  all  their  candidates 
to  stady  in  it»  howcTcr  inoonyenient  or  expensiye  it  might  be.  Others  wars 
faarfol,  that  the  Professors,  in  snch  a  seminary,  if  they  were  not  formally 
empowered  to  licetue  candidates  to  preach  the  Gospel,  might  be  clothed 
with  powers  out  of  which  soch  an  abnse  would  natorally  grow,  thereby  en- 
dangering both  the  pnrity  and  peace  of  the  Chnroh,  and  giving  to  a  few  men 
Tery  dangerous  inflnence.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  obviating  these^  and  other 
objections  to  a  single  seminary,  that  the  iixth,  mtenth  and  ^hik  resokitioiis; 
h  a  sabeequent  page^  were  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly.'' 
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eril ;  that  the  present  (General  Assembly  is  bound  to  attempt 
to  cany  into  execution  some  one  of  the  plans  proposed  ;  and 
that  the  first  plan  appearing  to  have^  on  the  whole,  the 
greatest  share  of  public  sentiment  in  its  fayour,  ought  of 
course  to  be  adopted. 

^*  ^  lY.  Your  committee/  therefore,  recommend  that  the 
present  Q^neral  Assembly  declare  its  approbation  and 
adoption  of  this  plan,  and  immediately  commence  a  course 
of  measures  for  carrying  it  into  execution,  as  promptly  and 
extensively  as  possible;  and  for  this  purpose  they  recom- 
mend to  the  Assembly  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lutions, viz. : — 

*^ '  Besolvedy  1.  That  the  state  of  our  churches,  the  loud 
and  affecting  call  of  destitute  frontier  settlements,  and  the 
laudable  exertions  of  various  Christian  denominations  around 
us,  all  demand  that  the  collected  wisdom,  piety,  and  zeal  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  be,  without  delay,  called  into 
action  for  fomishing  the  Church  with  a  larger  supply  of  able 
and  fidthful  ministers. 

'^ '  2.  That  the  General  Assembly  will,  in  the  name  of  the 
Ghreat  Head  of  the  Church,  immediately  attempt  to  establish 
a  seminary  for  securing  to  candidates  for  the  ministry  a  more 
extensive  and  efficient  theological  instruction  than  they  have 
heretofore  enjoyed.  The  local  situation  of  this  seminaiy  is 
hereafter  to  be  determined. 

^' '  3.  That  in  this  seminary,  when  completely  organized, 
there  shall  be  at  least  three  professors,  who  shall  be  elected 
by  and  hold  their  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  G^eral 
Assembly,  and  who  shall  give  a  r^ular  course  of  instruction 
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in  divinity,  in  oriental  and  biblical  litdatme^  and  in  eccle- 
siastical histoiy  and  church  govemment,  and  on  such  other 
subjects  as  may  be  deemed  necessaiyl  It  being,  however, 
understood,  that  until  sufficient  funds  can  be  .obtained  for 
the  complete  organization  and  support  of  the  proposed  semi- 
nary, a  smaUa:  number  of  professors  than  three  may  be 
appointed  to  conmience  the  business  of  instruction* 

''  ^  4.  That  exertions  be  made  to  provide  such  an  amount 
of  funds  for  this  seminary  as  will  enable  its  conductors  to 
afford  gratuitous  instruction,  and  where  it  is  necessary,  gra- 
tuitous support  to  all  such  students  as  may  not  themselves 
possess  adequate  pecuniary  means. 

" '  5.  That  the  Eev.  Doctors  Green,  Woodhull,  Romeyn, 
and  Miller,  the  Bev.  Messrs.  Archibald  Alexander,  James 
Bichards,  and  Amzi  Armstrong,  be  a  committee  to  digest 
and  prepare  a  plan  of  a  theological  seminary,  embracing  in 
detail  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  institution,  tc^ther 
with  r^ulations  for  guiding  the  conduct  of  the  instructors 
and  the  students,  and  prescribing  the  best  mode  of  visiting, 
controlling,  and  supporting  the  whole  system.  This  plan  to 
be  reported  to  the  next  (General  Assembly. 

'''6.  That,  as  filling  the  Church  with  a  learned  and  able 
mimstry  without  a  corresponding  portion  of  real  piety,  would 
be  a  curse  to  the  world  and  an  ofifence  to  Qoi  and  his  peo- 
ple, so  the  General  Assembly  think  it  their  duty  to  state, 
that  in  establishing  a  seminary  for  training  up  ministers,  it  is 
their  earnest  desire  to  guard  as  &r  as  possible  against  so 
great  an  evil  And  they  do  hereby  solemnly  pledge  them- 
selves to  the  churches  under  their  care,  that  in  ferming  and 
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oanying  into  «X!OOiitioii  the  plan  of  the  proposed  fleuiiury^ 
it  will  be  their  endeaTOor  to  make  it,  under  the  bkesfaig  of 
Qod,  a  nursery  of  vital  piety  as  well  as  of  eoond  th^logioal 
learning,  and  to  train  up  persons  for  the  ministry  who  shall 
be  lovers  as  w^  as  defenders  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus, 
ftiends  of  revivals  of  reh'gion,  and  a  bksong  to  the  Church 
of  GKkL. 

^^  ^  7.  That  as  the  Oonetitution  of  our  CSiurch  guarantees 
to  every  Presbyt^  the  right  of  judgii]^  of  its  own  oaodi- 
dates  fear  lioensure  and  ordination,  so  the  Aas^nbly  think  it 
proper  to  state  most  explicitly,  that  every  Presbyt^  and 
Synod  will  of  course  be  at  liberty  to  countenance  the  pro- 
posed plan  or  not,  at  pleasure ;  and  to  send  their  students 
to  the  projected  seminary,  or  keep  them,  as  heretofore, 
within  their  own  bounds,  as  they  may  think  most  conducive 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  Church. 

^^^8.  That  the  Professors  in  the  seminary  shall  not,  in 
any  case,  be  considered  as  having  a  right  to  lic^ise  candi- 
dates to  preach  the  CKm^  ;  but  that  all  such  candidates 
shall  be  remitted  to  their  respective  Presbyteries  to  be 
licensed,  as  heretofere.' 

\  The  ocmumttee  i^pointed  to  {oepare  a  cimstitution  in 
detail  for  the  contemplated  seminaiy,  made  report  to  the 
General  Assembly  which  convened  in  1811/'  ^ 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Dhrectoxs  was  held  June  30, 
1812>  and  was  opened  with  a  sermon  by  the  Bev.  I^.  Qreen, 
who  was  immediately  elected  President  of  the  Board,  an 
offise  wUch  h^  held  as  long  aa  he  lived.    When,  three  years 

^  Brief  History  of  the  Theologioal  Seminary.    Prinoeton,  1838. 
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UtBTjihe  begiimiiigH  of  an  edifioe  irare  made,  tlie  comer- 
stole  iras  kid  by  the  flame  venecaUe  num.  '^I  ccnuider/' 
said  he,  ^^tlie  agency  I  havebad  in  providing  ministers  of  the 
GoqMl  £>r  the  Ohnrch,  and  in  seonring  the  means  for  their 
adequate  iustmctiott,  and  for  an  attention  to  their  personal 
ptety^asthemost  important  serTioe  that  I  have  ever  rendered 
to  the  Church  of  Christ/' 

Feiw  thii^  wliioh  we  have  to  reli^  could  be  more  inter- 
esting, if  it  were  posriUe  to  recover  it,  than  an  account  of 
the  state  of  mind  with  which  Dr.  Alexander  r^avded  the 
umversal  dispositicni  of  the  Church  to  make  him  its  first 
theobpical  professor.  But  not  a  letter,  not  a  memorandum, 
not  a  line  remains  to  tell  the  story.  His  duracteristic  mo- 
desty must  have  made  this  a  severe  trial  In  his  best  days, 
and  after  bis  loi^est  expeaAoxkce  and  completest  successes,  he 
was  accustomed  to  bow  very  low  under  a  sense  of  his  own 
inniffioieDcy*  But  then,  with  powers  all  untried,  to  be  called 
fiom  his  rrtirement  to  assume  the  teacher's  office,  was  an 
event  as  embarrassing  as  it  was  unexpected.  From  the 
analogy  of  Ins  whole  Kfe  and  feelings,  we  are  persuaded  ihBt 
his  final  consent  to  undertake  the  task  was  produced  by  high 
laMigious  feelings,  and  a  profound  recognition  of  his  reqxmsi- 
biHty  to  ihe  Head  of  the  Church. 

From  a  source  unknown  to  us,  we  insert  an  affecting  ac- 
ooont,  from  one  who  was  present  at  the  election. 

^^  In  the  year  1811,  the  G^eral  Assembly,  then  in  ses- 
aioii  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  resolved  to  go  into  the 
election  of  Professor.  The  Bev.  Mr.  Flinn,  of  Charlestcm, 
SiDKStik  Carolina,  was  Moderator.    It  was  unanimously  re- 
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flohred  to  spend  some  time  in  prayer  previoody  to  thedeotkm, 
and  that  not  a  single  remark  should  be  made  by  any  member 
with  reference  to  any  candidate,  before  or  after  the  ballotmg. 
Silently  and  prayerfully  these  guardians  of  the  Church  begui 
to  prepare  their  votes.  They  felt  the  solemnity  of  the  oo* 
casion,  the  importance  of  thmr  trust.  Not  a  word  was 
spoken,  not  a  whisper  heard,  as  the  teller  passed  around  to 
cdlect  the  result.  The  votes  were  counted,  the  result  de- 
dared,  and  the  Bev.  Dr.  Alexander  was  pronounced  elected. 
A  venerable  elder  of  the  church  in  PhQade^hia,  of  which 
Dr.  Alexander  was  pastor,  arose  to  speak.  But  his  feelings 
choked  utterance.  How  coukl  he  part  with  his  beloved 
pastor  ?  His  tears  flowed  until  he  sat  down  in  silence.  The 
Bev.  Dr.  Miller  arose  and  said  that  he  hoped  the  brother 
elected  would  not  decline,  however  reluctant  he  might  fed 
to  accept ;  that  if  he  had  been  selected  by  the  voice  of 
the  Ohurch,  however  great  the  sacrifice,  he  would  not  dare 
refuse.  Little  did  he  dream  that  on  the  following  year  he 
AoM.  be  called  by  the  same  voice  to  give  up  the  attractions 
of  the  city,  to  devote  his  life  to  the  labours  of  an  instructor. 
The  Bev.  Mr.  Flmn  called  on  the  Bev.  Dr.  WoodhuU^  of 
Monmouth,  to  follow  in  prayer.  He  declined.  Two  others 
were  called  on,  and  they  declined,  remarking  that  it  was  the 
Moderator's  duty.  He  then  addressed  the  throne  of  grace 
in  such  a  manner,  with  such  a  strain  of  elevated  devotion^ 
that  the  members  of  the  Assembly  all  remarked  that  he 
seemed  almost  inspired;  weeping  and  sobbing  were  heaid 
throughout  the  house. 

^^  Amid  the  tears  and  prayers  of  the  Chuioh^  Dr.  Akx* 
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anderinis  eleeted  ta  the  office.  Amid  the  prayers  and  tears 
of  the  ChnEch,  he  was  laid  in  the  t<Hnb.  But  three  of  the 
members  of  that  Assembly,  it  is  belieTedy  are  now  living. 
Instead  (f  thy  fathers  ahdU  be  thy  children."^ 

When  it  became  necessary  to  announce  his  determination 
to  the  people  of  his  charge,  it  was  in  the  foUowiog  terms. 

''  As  it  is  known  to  this  congregation  that  I  have  been 
appcHuted  by  the  General  Assembly  to  be  a  Professor  in  the 
Thealogioal  School  which  they  are  about  to  estabMi  at 
Princeton,  New  Jersey,  and  as  the  time  draws  near  when  it 
will  be  expected  that  I  should  declare  my  mind  in  relation 
to  this  appointment,  I  have  judged  it  proper  and  expedient, 
in  the  first  place,  to  make  a  communication  to  you,  the  dear 
people  of  my  charge. 

^^  After  viewing  this  important  subject  in  every  light  in 
which  I  could  place  it,  and  after  having  earnestly  sought 
the  direction  of  Heaven,  it  does  appear  to  me  to  be  the  call 
of  Providence,  which  I  cannot  and  ought  not  to  resist. 

^'  This  resolution  has  not  been  formed  under  the  influ- 
ence of  any  dissatisfaction  with  my  present  condition,  nor 
from  any  want  of  affection  to  this  people ;  for  since  I  have 
been  your  pastor,  no  event  has  occurred  to  disturb  that  peace 
and  harmony  which  should  ever  exist  between  minister  and 
people ;  and  I  have  had  no  reason  to  doubt  the  sincerity  and 
covdiality  of  the  attachment  of  this  congregation  to  me  from 
the  first  day  I  came  amongst  them  until  this  time.  For  all 
their  reqpect  and  attention,  and  especially  for  that  readiness 
with  which  they  have  received  the  word  at  my  mouth,  ^I 

*  The  PresbyteriuL 
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gm tkaaks  to GocL'  I  moreomtmA  to  say,  tiiat  I  do  not 
know  a  sbig^e  congregation  witUn  the  boimds  of  our  Churcli, 
of  which  I  would  choose  to  be  pairtior  in  prefermce  to  tiiia 
No  invitation,  therefore,  fixmi  any  othw  would  ever  have 
sqMuated  us. 

^^I  did  eEZpect  to  live  and  die  with  you,  unless  ill  healdi 
(with  which  I  have  been  threatened  of  late)  should  have 
made  a  removal  expedient.  But  we  know  nothing  ci  the 
designs  c^  Providence  with  regard  to  us.  Gkxi's  diq>ensation8 
are  unsearchable.  In  the  whole  of  this  business,  thus  fiur,  I 
have  been  entirely  passive.  I  never  expected  or  sought  this 
appointment.  When  it  was  mentioned  to  me  l^  some  m^i- 
bers  of  the  Assembly,  the  day  it  took  place,  my  answer  was, 
that  I  sincerely  wished  they  would  think  of  some  other  per- 
son ;  that  it  was  an  office  which  I  ^  not  covet,  and  for 
whi^  I  felt  myself  altogether  unqualified.  But  when  asked 
whetjier  I  w(mld  give  the  subject  a  serious  and  deliberate 
consideration  if  I  should  be  appointed,  I  answeied  tiiat 
tids  I  durst  not  oppose. 

^^  ^ce  the  appointment  has  been  made,  I  have  thought 
much,  but  scdd  little.  I  have  seriously  and  deliberately 
oonodered  the  subject.  I  never  viewed  any  decision  to  be 
made  by  me  in  so  important  a  Hght.  I  think  I  have  de- 
sired to  do  the  will  of  Ghxi,  and  have,  as  earnestly  as  I  eouM, 
asked  his  counsel  and  guidance,  and  the  result  is,  that  I  am 
eonvinced  that  I  ought  not  refuse  such  a  call 

^^  To  tram  up  young  men  for  the  ministry,  has  always 
be^i  considered  of  higher  inqK>rtance  to  the  Ohurch  of 
Ohrist  than  to  preach  the  Gtospel  to  a  particular  flodk  already 
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gfeitiiertd  into  "UiB  fidd ;  and  h  has  ahnqrB  been  conrideorsd  w 
a  anfflcieitt  leaacm&r  disBcdTii^  thepastoxil  lelatkmbetwBm 
minigter  and  peo^e^  ilwt  he  waa  ivanted  fir  this  emplo]^ 
meiit ;  and  natar  dintFehos^  whidi  do  not  iSkm  <xf  lemovala 
from  onr  paatorol  diaq;e  [?]  do  i^rertheless  admit  thia  to 
be  a  Boffifiiflnt  reason  for  the  tranBlation  of  a  miniflier. 

<<  In  addition  to  thii^  it  ought  to  be  oonmctered  that  thia 
call  ocHnea  to  me  in  a  Tery  pecofiar  vtaj.  It  ia  not  the  call 
of  a  Oottege,  or  Univentty,  or  any  snob  inatitation,  bat  it  is 
tiM  can  of  the  whole  Ohnrch  by  their  representativea.  And 
I  eonfeea  that  it  baa  wei^ied  mndii  with  my  mind^  that  thia 
appoBBtment  waa  made  by.  the  Gl^ieral  Aa»mUy  in  drcnm* 
ataaeea  <^  pecnlim*  aerionaneas  and  adfimmty^  ami  after 
apeeial  prayer  for  Divine  direction  and  mpmntendenee,  and 
by  an  ahnoat  nnanimona  vote.  Perfaapa  it  wonid  bedif^mlt 
to  find  a  dkintereated  p^non  who  wonld  not  say^  under  anch 
eiicamataDoes^ '  It  ia  your  duty  to  go— it  appeara  to  be  tiw 
eaU  of  Ood ; '  and  I  do  believe  that  ike  nugority  of  thia 
ocogis^gatiaii  are  convinced  in  their  judgment^  whatever  thebr 
feelinga  may  dictator  that  I  ehonld  be  out  of  my  duty  to 
lefiiBe*  Indeed,  I  cannot  but  admire  the  deportanent  of  the 
pectin  relation  to  thia  matter.  Although  tenderly  afifocied, 
and  many  of  yon  grieved  at  heart,  you  have  not  ventured 
to  aay  '  atay.'  You  aaw  tiiat  there  waa  something  remarkable 
m  the  diapenaation,  and  you  knew  not  but  iihat  the  finger  of 
(}od  waa  in  the  affiEur^  and  therefore,  widi  aaubmiaaive  apint, 
fou  were  diqMBed  to  aay,  ^  The  will  of  the  Lord  be  done/ 

^^  It  doea  appear  hard,  indeed,  that  thia  bereavraient 
should  fidl  npon  yon  who  ham  abceady  been  bereaved  ao 
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often  ;  bnt  coDsider  that  He  who  canseth  the  wound,  hath 
power  to  heal  it,  and  can  turn  this  event  to  your  greater 
advantage  ;  and  I  entertain  a  confident  perBoasion,  that  if 
yon  willingly  make  this  sacrifice  for  the  good  of  the  Chnrch, 
the  great  Head  of  the  Chnrch  will  furnish  you  with  a  pastor 
after  his  own  heart,  who  will  fided  you  with  knowledge.  Com- 
mit your  case  to  him  with  fervent  prayer  and  humble  confi- 
dence, and  he  will  not  forget  nor  forsake  you. 

'^  My  dear  brethren,  as  we  have  lived  in  peace  and  love,  I 
hope  that  we  shall  part  in  the  same  sjmt.  I  hope  that  we 
shall  remember  one  another  unceasingly  at  the  throne  of 
grace.  Let  us  recollect  the  times  and  seasons  when  we  have 
taken  sweet  converse  tc^ether  in  this  house,  and  other  places 
where  prayer  is  wont  to  be  made.  If  any  shall  choose  to  be 
displeased,  and  follow  me  with  hard  speeches  instead  of 
inrayers,  I  shall  not  return  unto  them  as  they  measure  unto 
me.  I  will  not  resent  their  conduct.  I  desire  ever  to  be 
disposed  to  bear  you  as  a  people  on  my  heart  with  tender 
bve ;  and  now  to  His  grace  and  kind  protection  do  I  commit 
you.    Farewell  I " 

The  inauguration,  which  we  anticipate  for  the  sake  of 
connection,  took  place  on  the  twelfth  day  of  August,  1812. 
It  was  an  occasion  of  great  solenmity  and  feeling.  The 
(Met  ministers,  especiaUy  those  to  whom  the  direction  was 
entrusted,  looked  with  parental  yearnings  on  the  infimt 
seminary,  and  none  were  more  ready  to  hail  with  thankful- 
ness and  hope  the  approach  of  new  means  for  training  the 
ministry^  than  those  excellent  men  who  lamented  the  scan- 
tiness of  their  own  early  opportunities.    But  to  none  did 
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the  service  of  the  day  bring  greater  solicitade  than  to  him 
who  was  about  to  put  on  armour  for  which  he  unaffectedly 
felt  too  weak  The  first  discourse  was  a  sermon  by  Dr.  Mil- 
ler,  of  New- York,  on  the  Duty  of  the  Church  to  take  meas- 
ures for  providing  an  Able  and  Faithful  Ministry ;  from  the 
words,  '^  And  the  things  which  thou  hast  heard  of  me,  among 
many  witnesses,  tiie  same  commit  thou  to  fiuthM  men,  who 
shall  be  aUe  to  teach  others  also  \"  2  Timothy,  iL  2.  It  was 
an  able  investigation  of  the  question,  what  is  to  be  under- 
stood by  an  able  and  fiuthfiil  ministry,  which  was  made  to 
include  piety,  talents,  learning  and  diligence ;  and  of  the 
means  which  the  Church  is  bound  to  employ  for  providing 
such  a  ministry.  As  many  years  have  elapsed  since  this 
venerable  man  uttered  his  weighty  judgment,  as  the  topics 
are  still  of  great  moment,  and  as  the  discussion  evinces  the 
Tiews  of  those  who  began  the  work  of  theological  seminaries, 
we  shall  indulge  ourselves  by  inserting  an  extract  of  some 
length. 

"  1.  The  Church  is  bound,  vrith  a  vigilant  eye,  to  search 
for  J  and  ca/r^vRy  to  select^  from  among  the  young  men 
within  her  bosom  j  those  who  are  endowed  with  piety  and 
UdentSy  whenever  she  can  find  these  qualifications  united. 
Piety  is  humble  and  retiring ;  and  talents,  especially  of  the 
kind  best  adapted  to  the  great  work  of  the  ministry,  are 
modest  and  unobtrusive.  They  require,  at  least  in  many 
instances,  to  be  sought  out,  encouraged,  and  brought  forward* 
And  how,  and  by  whom,  is  this  to  be  done  ?  The  children 
(f  the  Ohwrch  are,  if  I  may  so  express  it,  tJie  Church's  pro* 
perty.     She  has  a  right  to  the  services  of  the  best  of  them. 
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And  as  it  10  the  purt,  bo^  o£  madam  Bnd  njffbcUMy  ia 
paientfl  accoxdiug  to  tiie  fledi;  to  attend  with  vigflanee  to 
the  difiiBient  oapaciiies  aod  aoqniremeots  of  thdir  chfldBODy 
and  to  seleet  for  them,  as  fiu:  as  poflsiUe,  conespondiiig  em- 
ployments ;  so  it  is  obvionsly  inemnbent  on  the  Ohmdi,  the 
moral  parent  of  all  the  youth  within  her  jniisdictkm,  to 
direct  especial  attention  to  sndi  of  them  as  may  be  fitted  to 
serve  her  in  the  holy  ministry.  And  it  may  be  asserted, 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  whenever  young  men  are 
found,  who  unite  /ervent  pietyy  with  tateiiis  adapted  to  the 
office,  it  is  the  duty  of  such  to  seek  the  Oospel  ministry;  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  tiie  Church  to  angle  them  out,  to  bring 
them  forward,  and  to  endeavour  to  give  them  all  that  prepar 
ration,  which  depends  on  human  means,  for  the  service  df  the 
sanctuary. 

"  2.  The  Church  is  bound  Uyjpravide/unde/or  tke  par- 
tial or  entire  sttppori  of  ihoee  who  need  (his  hind  <f  aid, 
while  they  are  prepaHngfor  the  work  of  the  ministry.  Some 
of  the  most  promising  candidates  for  this  holy  work  have 
not  the  means  of  supporting  tiiemaelves,  while  they  with- 
draw from  the  world,  and  give  up  its  emoluments,  for  the 
purpose  of  becoming  qualified  to  serve  God  in  the  Gk)spel  of 
his  Son.  These  persons  must  either  abandon  their  sacred 
enterprise  altogether,  or  receive,  from  some  other  source, 
adequate  aid  And  from  vdiat  source  can  they  so  properly 
receive  it,  as  from  their  moral  parent,  the  Church  ?  Nature, 
reason,  equity,  parental  affection, — all  conspire  in  pointing 
to  this  parent,  as  the  most  suitable  provider.  The  aid  which 
flows  only  from  the  hand  of  individual  and  occasional  bounty. 
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may  be  witfadmwn^  or  gradging^yeootiiuied ;  boi  the  Cfa»oh 
can  nerer  be  weaiy^  as  Icmg  as  aUfity  is  given  her^  ci  pro- 
viding for  her  beloved  children*  The  aid  which  individuals, 
as  sach^  fhmish^  may  excite  in  delicate  minds,  a  painAil 
sense  of  dependence  ;  bnt  duldien  ousfkt  to  feel,  can  foel,  no 
pain  in  receiving  from  the  hand  of  parental  affection* 

^'  Nor  is  it  any  valid  objection  to  the  famishing  of  this 
aid,  that  the  objects  of  it  may  not  alw^rs  be  found,  when 
their  character  shall  be  completely  developed,  either  orna- 
ments to  the  Chnrdi,  or  worthy  o(  so  much  exertion  and 
expenditure.  As  well  might  parents  according  to  the  flesh 
decline  to  provide  for  the  support  and  education  of  their 
diildren,  in  early  life,  lest  peradventure  they  might  after- 
wards prove  neither  a  comfort  nor  an  honour  to  them.  In 
this  respect,  every  foithful  parent  considers  himsdf  as  bound, 
in  duty  and  affection,  to  take  all  possible  pains  for  promoting 
the  wel&re  of  his  oflBspring,  and  having  done  so,  to  leave  the 
event  with  Gkxi. 

''  Neither  ought  the  Church  to  consider  this  provision  as 
a  burden,  or  imagine  that,  in  making  it,  she  confers  a  fovour. 
It  is  as  clearly  her  duty — a  duty  which  she  as  really  owes 
both  to  her  Master  and  herself,  as  the  ordinary  provision 
which  she  makes  for  the  support  of  the  word  and  ordinances. 
Or  rather,  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  she  has  not  been  accus- 
tomed always  to  consider  it  as  an  essential  part  of  her  ordi- 
nary provision  for  the  maintenance  of  the  means  of  grace. 

'^  3.  A  further  mean  which  the  Church  is  bound  to  em- 
ploy for  providing  an  able  and  fidthfiil  ministry,  ]s^  furnishing 
a  Seminary  in  which  the  candidates  for  this  office  may  re- 
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oeive  ihe  mos^  appropriate  and  compkie  inalrucUon,  tohich 
she  has  it  in  her  potoer  to  give.  In  yain  aie  young  men  of 
fervent  piety,  and  the  best  tal^its,  sought  after  and  disooT- 
eied ;  and  in  vain  are  funds  provided  for  their  support,  while 
preparing  for  the  ministry,  unless  pure  and  ample  fountains 
of  knowledge  are  opened  to  them,  and  unless  oompetent 
guides  are  assigned,  to  direct  them  in  drinking  at  those 
fountains.  This,  however,  is  so  plain,  so  self-evident,  that  I 
need  not  enlarge  upon  its  proof. 

"  But  perhaps  it  may  be  supposed  by  some,  that  there  is 
no  good  reason  why  these  means  of  education  should  be  pro- 
vided by  the  Ohurch,  as  such.  It  may  be  imagined,  that 
they  will  be  as  likely  to  be  provided,  and  as  well  provided, 
by  private  instructors,  as  by  public  seminaries.  But  all 
reason,  and  all  experience,  pronounce  a  different  judgment, 
and  assign,  as  the  ground  of  their  decision,  such  considera- 
tions as  these. 

"  First :  When  the  Church  herself  provides  a  seminary  for 
the  instruction  of  her  own  candidates  for  the  ministry,  she 
can  at  all  times  inspect  and  regulate  the  course  of  their 
education ;  can  see  that  it  be  sound,  thorough,  and  faithful ; 
can  direct  and  control  the  instructors ;  can  correct  such 
errors,  and  make  such  improvements  in  her  plans  of  instruc- 
tion, as  the  counsels  of  the  whole  body  may  discover.  Where- 
as, if  all  be  left  to  individual  discretion,  the  preparation  for 
the  service  of  the  Church  may  be  in  the  hi^est  degree  de- 
fective, or  ill-judged,  not  to  say  unsound,  without  the  Church 
'  being  able  effectually  to  interpose  her  correcting  hand. 

"  Again :  When  the  Ohurch  herself  takes  the  instruction 
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of  her  candidates  into  her  own  hands,  she  can  furnish  a  more 
extensive,  accnrate,  and  complete  course  of  instruction  than 
oan  be  supposed  to  be,  ordinarily,  within  the  reach  of  de- 
tached individuals.  In  erecting  and  endowing  a  seminary, 
she  can  select  the  best  instrudora  out  of  her  whole  body. 
She  can  give  her  pupils  the  benefit  of  the  whole  time,  and 
the  undivided  exertions,  of  these  instructors.  Instead  of 
having  all  the  branches  of  knowledge,  to  which  tiie  theologi- 
cal student  applies  himself^  taught  by  a  single  master,  she 
can  divide  the  task  of  instruction,  among  several  competent 
teachers,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  admit  of  each  doing  full 
justice  both  to  his  pupils  and  hixnself.  She  can  form  one 
ample  Library,  by  which  a  given  number  of  students  may 
be  much  better  accommodated,  when  collected  together,  and 
having  access  to  it  in  common,  than  if  the  same  amount  of 
books  were  divided  into  a  corresponding  number  of  smaller 
libraries.  And  she  can  digest,  and  gradually  improve,  a 
flystem  of  instruction,  which  shall  be  the  result  of  combined 
wisdom,  learning,  and  experience.  Whereas  those  candidates 
for  the  sacred  ofiGice,  who  commit  themselves  to  the  care  of  in- 
dividual ministers,  selected  according  to  the  convenience  or  the 
caprice  of  each  pupil,  must,  in  many  cases,  at  least,  be  under 
the  guidance  of  instructors  who  have  neither  the  talents,  the 
learning,  nor  the  leisure  to  do  them  justice ;  and  who  have 
not  even  a  tolerable  collection  of  books,  to  supply  the  lack 
of  their  own  furniture  as  teachers. 

"  Further :  When  the  Church  herself  provides  the  means 
of  instruction  for  her  own  ministry,  at  a  public  seminary,  she 
will,  of  course,  be  furnished  with  ministers  who  have  enjoyed, 
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in  some  measure,  a  tmiform  oowrse  qf  education  ;  who  have 
derived  tlieir  knowledge  fix>m  the  same  mastenB,  and  the  saine 
approved  fomitains,  and  who  may,  therefore,  be  expected  to 
agree  in  their  views  of  evatigelical  troth  and  order.  Thero 
will  thns  be  the  most  eflectoal  provision  made,  speakiiig  after 
the  manner  of  men,  for  promoting  the  tmity  and  peace  of 
the  Church.  Whereas,  if  every  candidate  for  the  hdtj 
ministry  be  instrocted  by  a  di£ferent  master,  each  of  whom 
may  be  supposed  to  have  his  peculiarities  of  exjaesnon  and 
opinion,  especially  about  minor  points  of  doctrine  and  disci- 
pline, the  harmony  of  our  ecclesiastical  judicatories  will  grad- 
ually be  impaired ;  and  strife,  and  perhaps  eventuaUy,  schism, 
may  be  expected  to  arise  in  our  growing  and  happy  Ghurdt 

'^  It  is  important  to  add,  that  when  the  Church  provides 
for  educating  a  number  of  candidates  for  the  ministry  at  the 
same  seminary,  these  candidates  themselves  may  be  expected 
to  be  of  essential  service  to  each  other.  Numbers  being  en- 
gaged together  in  the  same  studies,  will  naturally  excite  the 
principle  of  emulation.  As  iron  sharpeneth  iron,  so  the 
amicable  competition,  and  daily  interoourse  of  piotis  stu- 
dents, can  scarcely  fidl  of  leading  to  closer  and  more  perse- 
vering application ;  to  deeper  research ;  to  richer  acquire- 
ments ;  and  to  a  more  indelible  impression  of  that  whidi  is 
learned,  upon  their  minds,  than  can  be  expected  to  take 
place  in  solitary  study. 

"  Nor  is  it  by  any  means  unworthy  of  notice,  that,  when 
the  ministers  of  a  church  are  generally  trained  up  at  the 
same  seminary,  they  are  naturally  led  to  form  early  friend- 
MpSy  which  bind  them  together  to  the  end  of  life,  and 
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nUdi  are  produotive  of  that  matnal  confidenoe  and  assiBt- 
anoe,  which  can  scarcely  fiul  of  shedding  a  benign  influence 
on  their  personal  eigoym^it,  and  their  offidal  comfort  and 
nseftilnefis.  These  early  friendships  may  also  be  expected 
to  add  another  impulse  to  a  sense  of  duty,  in  annually 
drawing  ministers  fixmi  a  distance  to  meet  each  other  in  the 
higher  judicatories  of  the  Church ;  and,  which  is  scarcely  less 
important,  to  facilitate  and  promote  that  mutual  consulta- 
tion, respecting  plans  of  research,  and  new  and  interestiBg 
publications,  which  is,  at  once,  among  the  safeguards,  as  weU 
as  pleasures  of  theological  authorship. 

^*  These,  brethren,  are  some  of  the  considerations  which 
call  upon  every  church  to  erect^  and  to  support  with  vigour 
and  efficiency,  a  Theological  Seminary  for  the  training  ot 
her  ministry.  If  she  desires  to  augment  the  number  of  her 
ministers;  if  she  wishes  their  preparation  for  the  sacred 
office  to  be  the  best  in  her  power  to  give,  and  at  the  least 
possiUe  expense ;  if  she  desires  that  they  may  be  a  holy 
phalanx,  united  in  the  same  great  views  of  doctrine  and 
discipline,  and  adhering  with  uniformity  and  with  cordial 
affection  to  her  public  standards ;  if  she  deprecates  the 
melancholy  spectacle  of  a  heterogeneous,  divided,  and  dis- 
tracted ministry :  and  finally,  if  she  wishes  her  ministers  to 
be  educated  under  circumstances  most  foyourable  to  their 
acting  in  after  life  as  a  band  of  brethren,  united  in  fiiend- 
ship  as  well  as  in  sentiment ;  then  let  her  take  measures  for 
training  them  up  under  her  own  eye  and  control ;  under  the 
same  teachers  ;  in  the  same  course  of  study ;  and  under  all 
those  advantages  of  early  intercourse  and  affectionate  com* 
petition,  which  attend  a  public  seminary. 
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'^  In  &voar  of  all  this  reasoning,  the  best  experience^  and 
the  general  practice  of  the  Church  in  diflferent  ages,  may 
be  confidently  urged.  ^  It  has  been  the  way  of  Qod/  says 
the  pious  and  learned  Dr.  Lightfootj  ^to  instruct  his  peofde 
by  a  studious  and  learned  ministry,  ever  since  he  gave  a 
written  word  to  instruct  them  in.'  '  Who/  he  asks,  *  were 
the  standing  ministry  ollaraely  all  the  time  from  the  giving 
of  the  law  till  the  captivity  in  Babylon  f  Not  prophets,  or 
inspired  men  ;  for  they  were  but  occasional  teachers ;  but 
the  Priests  and  Levites,  who  became  learned  in  the  law  by 
study.  Deuteronomy  xzxiii  10  ;  Hosea  iv.  6  ;  Malachi  ii 
7.  And  for  this  end,  they  were  disposed  into  forty-eight 
cities,  as  so  many  universities,  where  they  studied  the  law 
together ;  and  from  thence  were  sent  out  into  the  several 
synagogues  to  teach  the  people/  They  had  also,  the  same 
writer  informs  us,  ^  contribuHons  made  for  the  support  <f 
these  students  J  while  they  studied  in  the  universities j  as  toell 
as  afterwards  when  they  preached  in  the  synagogues*  He 
tells  us  further,  in  another  place,  ^that  there  were  among 
the  Jews,  authorized  individual  teachers,  of  great  eminence, 
who  had  their  Midrashot^  or  Divinity  Schools^  in  which  they 
expounded  the  law  to  their  scholars  or  disciples.'  ^  Of  these 
Divinity  Schools,'  he  adds,  'there  is  very  frequent  mention 
made  among  the  Jewish  writers,  more  especially  of  the 
schools  of  HiUel  and  Shammai.  Such  a  Divinity  Professor 
was  OamaUd,  at  whose  feet  the  great  Apostle  of  the  Gen- 
tiles received  his  education.'  • 

•  lAgUfooft  Worka»  yoL  l  867,  674. 
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'^  Under  the  ChriBtian  dispensation^  the  same  system^  in 
substance,  was  adopted  and  continued.  At  a  veiy  early 
period,  there  was  a  seminary  of  high  reputation  established 
in  the  city  of  AleoDondna^  in  which  candidates  toir  the 
holy  ministiy  were  trained  up  together,  and  under  the 
ablest  instructors,  both  in  divine  and  human  learning;  a 
seminary  in  which  FcmtoBnus^  Olemens  Aleaxmdnnusy  Origen^ 
and  others,  taught  with  high  reputation.  Huaebius  and  e/e- 
rame  both  declare,  that  this  seminary  had  existed,  as  a  nur- 
sery of  the  church,  and  had  enjoyed  a  succession  of  able 
teachers,  from  the  time  of  Mark  the  Evangelist.'^  Writers 
im  Christian  antiquities  also  assure  us  that  there  were  semi- 
naries of  a  sunilar  kind  very  early  established  at  Bomey 
OoBsareOy  Antiochj  and  other  places  ;t  and  that  they  were 
considered  as  essential  to  the  honour  and  prosperity  of  the 
church. 

^^  At  the  period  of  the  Beformation,  religion  and  learning 
revived  together.  The  Beformers  were  not  less  eminent  for 
their  erudition,  than  for  their  piety  and  zeal.  They  con- 
tended earnestly  for  an  enlightened,  as  well  as  a  fidthfid 
ministry ;  and,  accordingly,  almost  all  the  protestant 
churches,  when  they  found  themselves  in  a  situation  to 
admit  of  the  exertion,  founded  Theological  Seminaries,  as 
nurseries  for  their  ministry.  This  was  the  case  in  Ckneva, 
in  SccfUcmdy  in  HoUandy  in  Oermcmyy  and,  with  very  little 
exception,  throughout  reformed  Christendom.  And  the 
history  of  those  seminaries,  while  it  certainly  demonstrates 

•  Emeb:  lib.  t.  o.  10.    Simm.  Oper.  L  10(L 

t  See  £inffham'$  Origins  EeeUiia^Hea,  Book  liL  Ohap.  10. 
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that  sdoli  estaUidimeiits  are  capaUe  of  bemg  perverted ; 
demonsttatesy  ^th  equal  evidmoe,  that  tbey  have  been 
made^  and  might  always,  with  the  divme  blesriiig  on  a  fiuth- 
M  adnnnktiation,  be  rendered  extensbdy  usefiiL 

^^  And  what  have  the  mcNSt  eminentlj  pious,  and  learned 
ministers  that  ever  adorned  the  American  church  thought 
oa  this  subject  P  Let  yonder  venerable  walls  teU  i  Yee, 
brethren^  it  was  because  TennerUy  and  Dichinaonf  and  Burr^ 
and  EdwardSy  and  Daviea^  and  FinUtfy  and  Bktir,  and  other 
champions  of  the  cross,  were  deeply  impressed  witb  the 
trnth,  that  learning  and  talents,  united  with  piety^  9ae  of 
tiie  highest  importance  to  the  Christian  ministry,  that  they 
« laboured  and  prayed  so  much  for  the  establishment  and  sup- 
port  of  Nassau-Hall.  May  thdr  spirit  and  their  opinions 
revive ;  and  more  and  more  pervade  our  church,  until  the 
dawning  of  the  Millennial  Sabbath  I 

^^  In  establishments  of  this  kind,  in  more  recent  times,  om 
oon^^^tional  brethren,  in  New  EngUmdy  and  our  bretihr^ 
of  the  Dutch  and  Associate  Beformed  churohes,  have  gone 
before  us,  and  set  us  noble  examples.  We  have,  at  length, 
awoke  from  our  sleep ;  and  with  tardy,  but,  as  we  hope,  wi A 
firm,  with  well-advised,  and  with  heaven-dueoted  stepi^  have 
begun  to  follow  them.  In  the  name  of  Jehovah  Jesus,  the 
King  of  ZuMy  we  lift  up  our  banner  I  May  his  bkeang 
descend,  and  rest  upon  the  transaction  of  this  day,  as  a 
I^edge  that  he  is  about  to  visit  our  church  in  his  abundant 
mercy  t 

^^4.  The  last  means  of  providing  an  able  and  fidthful 
ministry,  on  which  I  shall  msist,  is  fidelity  on  ihe  pari  qf 
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He  Jtidicaiarks  cf  the  ohwrch  in  ffuarding  the  mdranoe  into 
the  moped  (gfice.  It  ib  our  happlnesdi  that,  acooidiiig  to  the 
tnil7  apoBtolio  and  prixnilive  eonstitatkm  iji  our  churchy  the 
power  of  licenfling  candidates^  and  of  setting  impart  to  the 
work  of  the  holy  ministry^  is  not  given  to  any  individual, 
by  whatever  name  he  may  be  called.  Nay,  while  the  chorch 
piovides  a  seminary  for  the  instruction  of  her  candidates  for 
the  Saored  offioe,  she  does  not  give  even  to  the  conductors  of 
that  seminary,  however  pious,  learned,  or  venerable;  the 
light  ultimately  to  judge  oi  the  qualifications  of  those  can- 
didates, and  to  admit  or  reject  them  at  their  pleasure.  This 
is  the^  prerogative  of  her  appropriate  judicatories ;  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  exercised,  is  all-important.  However 
vigilantly  and  perseveringly  otha:  meims  for  attaining  the 
object  proposed  may  be  employed,  if  there  be  a  failure  here, 
the  most  calamitous  consequences  may  be  expected.  K 
presbyteries  be  superficial  in  their  examtnationa  of  candi- 
dates ;  if  they  be  too  ready  to  lay  hands  on  the  weaky  the 
ignoritid,  the  erroneow^  or  those  of  donb^U  piety  ;  or  if, 
fi)r  the  sake  of  attaining  an  occasional  purpose,  or  meeting  a 
temporary  difficulty,  they  at  any  time  suffer  the  barriers 
which  have  been  erected  for  excluding  the  incompetent  or 
ihb  unworthy,  to  be  removed  or  trampled  down,  they  are 
taking  the  direct  course  to  bring  the  ministry  and  rdigion 
into  contempt. 

^  I  know  that,  on  this  subject,  pleas  are  ohen  urged 
which,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  resist.  Some  good  quaUties 
in  the  candidates ;  private  fiiendships  ;  an  unwillingness  to 
give  pain  ;  the  scarcity  of  ministers ;  and  the  necessities  of 
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the  Choreic  are  all  alternately  employed  as  aignments  finr 
the  admission  of  misnitable  ohaiacters  into  the  ministiy. 
Bat  it  is  a  most  important  part  of  fidelity  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  to  oppose  and  reject  every  plea  of  this  kind.  Private 
fiiendships  onght  not  to  interfere  with  a  supreme  r^ard  to 
the  Bedeemer^s  kingdom.  It  is  better,  much  better,  to  in- 
flict pain  for  a  time,  on  an  individual,  than  to  wound  the 
Ohurch  of  Ohrist.  And  by  introduciug  into  the  ministry 
those  who  are  neither  /o&A/t^,  nor  able  to  ^eocA,  judicatories 
are  so  &r  from  supplying  the  wants  of  the  Church,  that  they 
rather  add  to  her  difficulties,  and  call  her  to  struggle  with 
new  evils.  To  be  in  haste  to  multiply  and  send  out  unqual* 
ified  labourers,  is  to  take  the  most  direct  method  to  send  a 
destructive  blast  on  the  garden  of  God,  instead  of  gathering 
a  rich  and  smiling  harvest. 

^^  On  the  other  hand,  when  judicatories,  with  Enlightened 
vigilance,  and  fidelity,  guard  the  entrance  into  the  sacred 
office*;  when  they  exert  the  authority  committed  to  them,  to 
keep  out  of  the  ministry,  incompetence,  heresy,  levity,  and 
worldly  mindedness ;  they  obey  a  divine  precept ;  they  sup- 
port the  real  honour  of  the  Gbspel  ministry ;  they  constrain 
those  who  are  looking  toward  that  blessed  work,  to  take  a 
higher  aim,  and  to  seek  for  higher  attainments ;  they  give 
the  Churches  bread  instead  of  a  stone,  and  fish  instead  (f  a 
serpent ;  and  though  they  may  appear,  to  those  who  make 
haste,  to  be  taidy  in  supplying  the  public  demand  for  minis- 
ters, they  are  taking  one  of  the  most  effectual  methods, 
under  Ood,  for  raising  up  a  numerous,  as  well  as  an  able  and 
faHh/ul  ministry. 
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''Let  US  now  turn  our  attention  to  some  practical  infer- 
ences fix)m  the  foregoing  discussion.    And, 

"  1.  H  the  representation  which  has  been  given  be  just, 
iken  our  Ohwch  has  beerijfor  a  long  time^  almost  erUirdy, 
and  very  criminally ,  negligent  of  a  great  and  important  duty. 
While  she  has  directed  much  laudable  attention  to  other 
objects,  she  has,  in  a  great  measure,  suffered  the  most  pro- 
mising means  of  providing  an  able  and  faithful  ministry,  to 
take  care  of  themselves.  Other  Churches,  have  also  been 
guilty,  in  a  considerable  degree,  of  similar  negligence ;  a 
negligence  for  which,  alas  1  our  country  mourns ;  and  would 
mourn  much  more,  if  the  importance  of  the  subject  were 
understood  and  appreciated  as  it  ought  to  be ;  but  our 

OHUBCH  HAS  BEEN  PBE-EMINBNTLY  GUILTY  I     ThoUgh  among 

the  lai^est  Christian  denominations  in  the  United  States ; 
though  possessing,  in  its  individual  members,  perhaps  more 
wealth  than  any  other ;  though  favoured,  in  many  respects, 
with  ample  means  for  every  kind  of  generous  ecclesiastical 
enterprise  ;  and  though  often  and  solemnly  warned  on  the' 
subject ;  she  has  yet  been  among  the  very  last  of  all  the 
evangelical  denominations  among  us,  to  commence  a  course  of 
efficient  exertion  for  raising  up  a  qualified  ministry.  We  have 
slumbered,  and  slumbered,  until  the  scarcity  of  labowrera  in 
our  harvest f  has  become  truly  alarming  1  QoA  grant  that  we 
may  testify  by  our  future  conduct,  that  we  remember,  with 
un&igned  humiliation,  our  former  negligence  ;  and  that  we 
are  resolved,  as  his  grace  shall  enable  us,  to  make  amends 
for  it,  by  redoubled  zeal  and  diligence  in  time  to  come  I 
**  2.  From  what  has  been  said,  it  appears,  that  the  adern^ 
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niiyioaUendimyAiohweareMsda^aBeenA^ 
</  cordial  and  ammaiing  congrakUaUon  to  eoA  otker^  <md 
to  the  Ohwroh  cf  OhriMi  in  the  United  States.  We  ai^  ocm- 
venedy  under  the  authority  of  the  Gtweval  ABaembly  of  our 
Gfauiohy  to  oiganize  a  thbolooioal  bbminabt,  and  to  inan- 
gorate  the  fibst  pbofsssor  in  that  fluninary.  Thon^ 
later,  much  later,  in  oomm^icing  this  estaUiahment  than  we 
ooght  to  haye  been ;  we  trust  it  is  about  to  ccmimenoe  under 
the  smiles  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Ohurdi ;  and  that  we 
may  confidently  regard  it  as  a  token  for  good  to  the  Bedeem- 
^s  kingdom.  Yes,  brethren,  we  have  more  reason  to  rejoieey 
and  to  felicitate  one  another,  on  the  estaUishment  of  this 
seminary,  than  on  the  achieyement  of  a  great  national  tie- 
tory,  or  on.  making  a  splendid  addition  to  our  naticmal  tem- 
tory.  It  is  the  beginning,  as  we  trust,  of  an  extensiye  and 
permanent  system,  ficom  which  blessings  may  flow  to  millions 
while  we  are  sleeping  in  the  dust.  Let  us,  then,  rejoice  and 
be  exceeding  glad  ;  and  in  the  midst  of  our  joy,  let  us  look 
up  to  the  Source  of  blessing,  who  can  cause  the  walls  of  ov 
Zion  to  rise  even  in  irotMom  Umes.^  While  we  congratm- 
late  each  other,  let  our  petitions  asoend,  with  our  praises,  to 
tiie  throne  of  grace,  that  the  seminary  this  day  established, 
and,  as  we  verily  believe,  founded  in  fidtii  and  pray^,  mqr 
be  a  fountain,  the  etreama  <^  whitA  AaU  make  glad  the  eitfi 
qf  owr  Qod ;  flowing  in  every  direction,  and  abundantly 
watering  the  abodes  of  Zion'e  king,  until  all  flesh  shall  taste 
his  love,  and  see  his  glory  I 

•  War  had  been  deolared,  bj  tbe  ITniUd  BtaUi,  against  Oreai  Sriimm, 
a  hrw  weeks  before  this  diseonrse  iras  d^Tered. 
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'^3;  If  wbat  has  been  raid  be  ooiteot,  Am  ff^e^wko  m^ 
more  tnimediakly  chwrged  with  condueUng  ihia  aeminaryj 
whether  as  Direotors  or  Profeeeorej  ought  to  consider  ihem^ 
sehes  tts  howmred  with  a  verp  solemn  and  weighty  trust. 
Tbe  design  of  the  rapreme  Jadieatory  of  our  chnrch^  in 
firanding  this  seminaiyy  is  nothing  leas  than  to  tnin  pp  an 
ABLB  AND  FAITHFUL  HiNiSTBY ;  a  minifltiy  on  whose  piety, 
talents,  and  learning,  ihe  temporal  and  eternal  welftre  of 
thousands,  now  liying,  may,  speaking  after  the  manner  of 
men,  depend ;  a  ministry,  whose  character  may  have  a  com- 
manding influence,  in  forming  the  character  of  others,  and 
ikej  again  of  those  who  may  successiyely  fill  the  same  office, 
until  the  end  of  time  I  The  design  is  interesting  beyond  ex- 
pMsion ;  and  the  task  of  those  who  are  appointed  to  carry 
it  into  ^Lecuticm,  is  serious  and  important  to  a  degree  which 
mortals  cannot  estimate.  When  I  cast  an  eye  down  the 
1^^  of  eternity,  and  think  how  important  is  the  salvation 
da  smgle  soul ;  when  I  recollect  how  important,  of  oourse, 
the  office  of  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  who  may  be  the  happy 
instrument  of  saving  many  hundreds  or  thousands  of  sonb ; 
and  when  I  remember  how  many  and  how  mc»nentous  are 
tbe  relation^  which  a  Seminary  intended  soldy  for  training 
up  ministerB,  bears  to  aU  the  interests  of  men,  in  the  life 
that  now  is,  and  especially  in  that  which  is  to  come ;  I  fed 
as  if  the  task  of  conducting  such  a  Seminary,  had  an  aw* 
ftdness  of  respoi^ibility  connected  with  it,  which  is  enough 
to  make  us  tremble  I  0  my  fltthers  and  brethren  I  let  it 
never  be  said  of  us,  on  whom  this  tadc  has  &llen,  that  we 
take  nxxre  pams  to  make  polite  sdiolars,  eloquent  orators,  or 
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men  of  mere  learning,  than  to  fonn  a&2e  omdfaiUrfvl  mms- 
tera  of  the  New  Testament.  Let  it  never  be  said,  tbat  we 
are  more  anxious  to  maintain  the  literary  and  scientific 
honours  of  the  ministry,  than  we  are  to  promote  that  honour 
which  consists  in  being  full  of  faith  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  the  instruments  of  adding  much  people  to  the  Lord. 
The  eyes  of  the  church  are  upon  us.  The  eyes  of  angels, 
and,  above  all,  the  eyes  of  the  King  of  Zion,  are  upon  us. 
May  we  have  grace  given  us  to  be  faithful  i 

"  This  subject  suggests  matter  for  very  serious  r^lection 
to  the  Totithj  who  are  about  to  enter  as  siudents  in  this  semi^ 
nary,  with  a  view  to  the  Oospel  ministry.  Behold,  my 
young  friends,  the  high  character  at  which  you  are  called  to 
aim  !  You  have  come  hither,  not  that  you  may  prepare  to 
shine  ;  not  that  you  may  prepare  to  amuse  men  by  philoso- 
phic discussion,  or  to  astonish  them  by  flights  of  artificial 
eloquence ;  but  that,  by  the  blessing  of  Ood,  upon  the  use 
of  means,  you  may  become  faithfid  men,  who  shaU  he  able 
to  teach  others  also  ;  that  you  may  become  xoise  in  winning 
souls  to  Christ ;  that  you  may  prepare  to  go  forth,  d^ending 
and  proclaiming  the  messages  of  grace  to  guilty  men,  and 
persuading  them  to  he  reconciled  to  Ood.  Seek  to  excel.  It 
is  noble  to  excel  But  let  it  be  always  for  the  eddying  qf 
ihe  church.  Tms,  my  young  friends,  this  is  the  object 
which  is  recommended  to  your  sacred  emulation.  We  charge 
you,  in  the  presence  of  God,  to  let  all  your  studies  and  aims 
be  directed  to  this  grand  object.  Seek,  with  humble,  pene- 
vering,  prayerftd  diligence,  to  be  such  ministers  sls  you  haive 
heard  described  ;  and  you  will  neither  disappoint  yourselves, 
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nor  the  Ohnrch  of  Ohiist.  Seek  to  be  any  thing  dee,  and 
yon  will  be  a  grief  and  a  cnise  to  both.  May  God  the 
Saviour  bless  you,  and  prepare  you  to  be  toorkmen  that 
need  not  be  ashamed/ 

"  6.  From  this  subject  we  may  derive  powerful  exctte- 
ments  to  young  men  of  piety  and  talentSy  to  come  forward 
and  devote  themselves  to  the  Oospd  Ministry.  We  trust  no 
young  man  will  ever  think  of  that  holy  vocation,  until  he 
has  first  given  himself  up  a  living  sacrifice^  holy  and  accept- 
able to  Oody  by  Jesus  Christ.  We  would  not,  for  any  con- 
sideration, be  accessory  to  the  sin  of  alluring  into  the  sacred 
o£Glce,  those  who  know  nothing  of  the  power  of  godliness, 
and  who,  on  the  most  favourable  supposition,  can  be  nothing 
better  than  miserable  retailers  of  cold  and  unproductive 
speculations.  But  while  we  say  this,  and  repeat  it,  with  all 
the  emphasis  of  which  we  are  capable,  we  assert,  with  equid 
confidence,  on  the  other  hand,  that  wherever  fervent  piety 
appears,  in  any  young  man,  united  with  those  talents  which 
are  adapted  to  the  office  of  an  ambassador  of  Christ,  it  is 
incumbent  on  their  possessor,  without  delay,  to  devote  him- 
self to  the  work  of  the  ministry.  There  are  only  two  ques- 
tions which  need  be  asked  concerning  any  youth  on  this 
subject.  ^  Has  he  a  heart  for  the  work  ?  And  has  he  those 
native  faculties,  which  are  susceptible  of  the  requisite  culti- 
vation ? '  K  these  questions  can  be  answered  in  the  affirm- 
ative, I  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  in  the  present  state  of  the 
church,  it  is  his  duty  to  seek  the  ministry.  Young  men  of 
this  College  !  have  none  of  you  any  desire  to  serve  your 
feUow-men,  and  to  serve  Christ,  in  this  exalted  office  ?  You 
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have  bat  one  short  life  to  live  in  this  \vorld ;  and  yon  wamty 
in  a  veiy  little  time,  decide  bow  yon  will  i^nd  tbat  life. 
'  We  confidently  prononnce,  that  it  can  be  spent  in  no  man- 
ner so  desirable,  so  noble,  so  godlike,  as  in  the  Gh)spel  min- 
istry. If,  then,  yon  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Ohrist,  come — ^we 
affectionately  invite  yon  to  come,  and  take  part  with  us  in 
the  ministry  of  the  grace  of  (}od.  The  example  of  Christ 
invites  yon  to  come ;  the  tears  of  bereaved  chnrdieB,  who 
can  find  none  to  break  nnto  them  the  bread  of  Hfe,  entreat 
yon  to  come ;  the  miseries  of  wandering  sonls,  who  find  nooe 
to  lead  them  to  heaven,  plead  with  yon  to  ccxne.  Oome^ 
then,  and  take  part  with  us  in  the  labonrs  and  rewards  of 
the  miniMry  of  reconoUioHon  / '  ^ 

^^  6.  Finally,  if  the  representation  which  has  been  given 
be  correct,  th^en  the  Ohvrch  at  large  ought  to  consider  it  as 
equally  their  privilege  and  their  duty  to  support  this  Semi- 
nary. If  one  may  judge  by  the  language  and  the  oondnot 
of  the  generality  of  our  church^nembers,  they  seem  to  con- 
sider all  r^aid  to  institutions  of  this  kind,  as  the  province 
of  ministers  only.  They  readily  giant,  that  ministers  on^t 
to  be  prompt  and  willing,  to  give  their  time,  their  labours, 
and  where  they  have  any,  their  substance,  for  this  end ;  but 
for  themselves,  they  pray  to  be  excused.  They  either  con- 
tribute nothing  toward  the  object,  or  contribute  in  the  most 
reluctant  and  sparing  mcmner,  as  if  they  were  bestowing  a 
favour y  which  they  have  a  perfect  right  to  withhold.  Ify 
dear  brethren,  it  is  difficult  to  express  in  ieulequate  tenns 

*  ''See  Addre»9  of  the  Presbytexy  otlfew  York,  on  edaoating  poor  and 
pious  yoath  for  the  Gospel  ministry."    p.  14 
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either  the  w^  or  .the  folly  of  such  pondtict.  Seminaries  of 
this  kind  are  to  be  founded  and  supported  by  the  ohuboh, 
as  such.  It  is  thb  ghuboh  that  is  bound  to  take  order  on 
the  subject.  It  is  thx  chuboh  that  is  responsible  for  their 
estaUishment  and  maintenance.  And  if  any  of  her  mem- 
bers, or  adherently  when  called  upon,  will  not  contribute 
their  just  portion  of  aid  for  this  purpose,  the  Head  of  the 
CSiurch  will  require  it  at  their  hands.  Professing  Christians  1 
look  upon  the  alarming  necessities  of  the  Church ;  upon 
destitute  fiontier  settlements ;  upon  several  hundred  vacant 
eongregcfUonSy  ^unestly  desiring  spiritual  teachers,  but  un- 
able to  obtain  them«  Look  upon  the  growing  difficulty, 
with  which  the  most  eligible  and  attractive  situaticms  in  the 
Church  are  supplied ;  and  then  say  whether  those  who  still 
remain  idle  can  be  iimocent  ?  Innocent  t  Their  guilt  will  be 
greater  and  more  dreadful  than  can  be  described.  Come, 
then,  brethren,  humbled  by  the  past,  and  animated  by  the 
future,  rouse  from  your  lethargy,  and  begin  to  act  in  earnest ! 
Tour  MasUr  requires  it  of  you  1  The  aspect  cf  the  times  re- 
quires it  of  you  I  Th^  cries  of  the  negUded  and  the  perishing 
require  it  of  you  I  Yowr  oum  privileges  and  blessings  require 
it  of  you !  Yes,  ye  who  call  yourselves  Christians  1  If  you 
love  the  Church  to  which  you  profess  to  belong ;  if  you 
possess  a  single  spark  of  the  spirit  oi  allegianoe  to  her  Di- 
fine  Head  and  Lord ;  nay,  if  you  desire  bot  a  famine  of  ihe 
wn-d  of  life  ;  if  you  desire  not  the  heaviest  spiritual  judg- 
ments to  rest  upon  you,  then  come  f<Mrward,  and  actj  as  well 
as  speakj  like  friends  of  the  Bedeemer's  kingdom.  Come 
forward,  and  give  your  influence,  your  substance,  and  your 
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piayeiB^  for  the  hdp  (if  iie  Lord  againd  (he  mighty"^ 
Amen. 

The  Inaogaial  Disoonrse  of  the  Professor  waa  founded 
on  the  words,  ^^  Search  the  Bcriptures/'  John  y.  39  ;  and 
was  a  learned  argument  in  behalf  of  biblical  study.  In  (me 
respect  the  whole  performance  was  true  to  the  habit  and 
character  of  the  speaker ;  for  it  did  not  contain^  from  begin- 
ning to  end,  the  faintest  allusion  to  his  own  personalitj. 
All  deprecation  of  censure,  and  all  promise  of  fidelity,  wete 
equally  absent.  It  was  followed  by  a  charge  to  the  Pro- 
fessor and  Students  of  Divinity,  by  the  Bev.  Philip  Milledo- 
ler,  D.  D.  All  concerned  have  since  gone  to  their  reward ; 
and  of  the  Directors,  before  whom  these  addresses  were  de- 
livered, the  only  survivors  are  the  Bev.  President  Nott,  the 
Bev.  William  Neill,  D.  D.,  the  Bev.  John  McDowell,  D.  D., 
and  the  Bev.  Francis  Herron,  D.  D.  It  is  for  the  public  to 
determine  how  far  the  work  in  which  these  good  men  then 
engaged,  with  such  earnestness  and  many  prayers,  has  con- 
duced to  the  -progress  of  religion  and  learning  in  the  United 
States. 

It  was  with  an  unfeigned  reluctance  that  Dr.  Alexander 
accepted  the  appointment.  No  man  could  entertain  a 
higher  estimate  of  the  functions  which  awaited  him ;  no 
man  of  eminence  could  think  more  humbly  of  himself  All 
his  Ufe  long  he  was  free  to  acknowledge,  that  his  training, 
however  laborious,  had  lacked  much  of  the  rigour  and  me- 
thod of  the  schools ;  and  while  he  had  pursued  knowledge 
with  enthusiasm,  and  in  many  fields,  he  knew  that  it  had 

"»  JvtIgeM  r.  28.*' 
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been  with  itie  neglect  of  certain  forms  whiohare  sapposed  to 
give  fitness  for  the  academical  chair.  Theolc^  had  indeed 
been  the  study  of  his  life.  Its  difficult  questions  had  been 
the  constant  occupation  of  his  profi>undest  meditations ;  and 
he  had  during  his  residence  in  Philadelphia  gathered  about 
him  the  great  masters  of  Latin  theology^  whose  works  ap- 
peared in  Holland,  Switzerland,  Germany,  and  France,  in 
the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries.  A  rare  occasion 
for  adding  to  his  stock  of  Dutch  theology  was  afiforded  by 
the  sale  of  a  library  belonging  to  a  learned  minister  from 
Holland,  the  Key.  Mr.  Van  Harlingen,  of  Somerset.  In 
relation  to  this,  his  fiiend,  Mr.  Rice,  thus  wrote :  ^'  I  could 
not  help  exclaiming,  when  I  heard  of  the  fine  library  you 
have  purchased,  ^0  fortimaii!'  but  I  could  hardly  add, 
^Haud  equidem  invideo/'  But  why  should  I  repine  ?  I 
have  more  books  than  I  can  read.^'^  These  Beformed  di- 
vines he  regarded  as  having  pushed  theological  investigation 
to  its  greatest  length,  and  compacted  its  conclusions  into 
the  most  symmetrical  method.  He  was  accustomed  to  say 
that  in  his  judgment  Beformed  theology  reached  its  culmi- 
nating point  about  the  epoch  of  the  Synod  of  Dordrecht. 
To  these  great  authors  he  turned  with  unabated  zest  during 
the  whole  of  a  long  and  studious  life.  He  once  said  to  the 
writer,  that  on  a  perplexed  subject  he  preferred  Latin  to 
English  reading;  not  only  because  of  the  complete  and 
ingenious  nomenclature  which  had  grown  up  in  the  dialectic 
schools  of  the  church,  but  because  the  little  effort  required 
for  getting  the  sense  kept  his  attention  concentrated.    It  was 

*  Mr.  Bic«  to  Dr.  Alexander,  Noyember  4^  1818. 
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indeed  almost  ftmiifling  to  observe  how  he  would  hang  irrm 
the  massire  quarto  or  folio^  with  aU  the  awakened  intei^ 
est  of  a  novel-reader.  In  consequence  of  the  fiery  contro- 
versy which  characterized  those  times,  and  the  scholastic 
acumen  and  philosophic  adventure  and  logical  exactness 
which  belonged  to  the  age,  he  considered  these  scholars  as 
having  anticipated  most  of  the  minor  questions  which  have 
vexed  the  church  in  later  times.  His  penchant  for  meta- 
physical investigaticm  urged  him,  from  an  eariy  date,  to  make 
himself  acquainted  with  the  philosophies  of  the  periods,  from 
which  each  system  took  its  tincture,  and  without  which  it  is 
impossible  to  survey  the  several  schemes  from  a  just  point 
of  view.  Thus  he  perused,  and  generally  in  their  souroes, 
not  only  the  peripatetic  and  scholastic  vmters,  but  the  trea- 
tises of  Des  Cartes,  Leibnitz,  Wolf^  and  Voetiua  And 
there  was  no  subject  on  which  he  discoursed  with  nK»e 
pleasure  or  success  than  on  the  exposition  and  comparison 
of  these  ingenious  though  now  exploded  systems.  He  made 
himself  familiar  with  the  Christian  Fathers,  both  Greek  and 
Latin,  and  perused  them  at  intervals  during  forty  years ; 
some  of  his  veiy  last  labours  having  been  in  this  field.  At 
a  certain  period  he  examined  all  that  they  had  written  (m 
the  Divinity  of  our  Lord ;  and  this  formed  a  subject  of  lively 
intercourse  between  him  and  Dr.  Miller.  It  is  partioulariy 
remembered  with  what  surprise  and  admiration  he  spoke  of 
the  felicitous  subtilty  of  CyriL  It  was  his  delight  to  seek 
out  the  portions  of  truth  in  the  books  of  ancient  authors. 
Nor  did  he  confine  himself  to  writers  on  one  side.  Through 
long  years  he  was  wont  to  seek  with  patience  the  best  works 
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in  dtifenoe  ci  popeiy ;  the  u^omentatiye  disseortations  of  the 
exirdme  Lutherans  and  Dutch  BemonstiantB,  aa  well  as  the 
Fratres  Pdoni  and  other  champions  of  Sodnianism.  It 
need  scarcely  be  added  that  be  was  familiar  with  English 
theology,  as  treated  both  by  authors  of  the  Established 
Church,  and  by  the  great  Nonconformist  divines.  His 
recent  travels  in  New  England,  and  the  prevailing  excite- 
ment caused  by  the  speculations  of  Hopkins  and  Emmems, 
served  to  keep  him  observant  in  regard  to  the  phases  of 
opimou  in  the  American  churches.  As  it  respects  his  own 
conclusions,  he  has  left  on  record  the  statement,  that  on  his 
return  from  New  England,  and  during  his  residence  iu  Phil* 
adelphia,  his  views,  which  had  been  somewhat  modified  by 
eastern  suggestions,  began  to  fix  themselves  more  definitely 
in  the  direction  of  the  common  Westminster  theology.  lii 
many  respects,  therefore,  he  was  well  fitted  for  the  difficult 
post  to  which  the  Church  was  summoning  him; 

But  there  were  other  branches  of  learning,  tributary  to  the 
teacher's  place,  which  had  occupied  his  attention.  His  ex- 
traordinary tenacity  of  memory,  which  seemed  never  to  let 
go  a  fact  entrusted  to  it,  gave  him  both  taste  and  facility 
for  historical  study ;  and  we  have  never  met  with  any  one 
who  was  more  at  home  in  all  the  annals  of  ecclesiastical 
record.  For  reasons  cJready  indicated  the  events  were  made 
to  revolve  in  his  mind  around  the  momentous  points  of  theo- 
logical determination ;  so  that  the  history  of  doctrine,  includ- 
ing the  rise  and  progress  of  errors,  the  decisions  of  councils, 
controversial  authorship  and  the  establishment  of  cfymbols 
and  of  sects,  became  fitvourite  objects  of  inquiry.     On  tiiese 
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sabjectB  he  amassed  an  extraordinary  amount  of  original 
manuscript^  and  from  these  sources  he  was  accustomed  to 
enliven  and  diversify  his  dogmatical  instructions. 

In  the  classical  languages  he  was  well  read,  though  with- 
out scrupulous  care  for  those  niceties  of  metre  and  accent,  in 
which  English  scholars  take  a  pride.  The  Greek  of  the 
New  Testament  was  £suniliar  to  him  from  incessant  perusal 
No  day  passed  without  deliberate  study  of  this  sacred  original 
And  in  his  later  years  a  beautiful  Glasgow  edition  of  Gries- 
bach  was  commonly  in  his  hands  during  all  the  private  hours 
o£  the  Lord's  day.  Indeed,  he  frequently  complained  that 
this  practice  had,  to  a  certain  extent,  unfitted  him  for  textual 
citation  of  the  English  version  in  extemporaneous  discourse. 
He  accustomed  his  children  to  read  the  Greek  Testament, 
long  before  they  arrived  at  it  as  a  school-study ;  and  this 
exercise,  between  morning  prayers  and  break&st,  was  kept 
up  for  some  years.  We  have  already  recorded  his  first  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Hebrew  Bible.  From  that  hour  he  never 
relaxed  in  his  efforts  to  master  the  venerable  language.  BUs 
first  successful  attempts  were  made  in  Philadelphia,  where 
he  was  stimulated  by  the  example  and  the  counsels  of  Dr. 
Wilson,  and  aided  by  the  lessons  of  Hurwitz,  a  learned  Jew. 
The  splendid  large  paper,  Michaelis  edition  of  Halle,  which 
he  acquired  about  this  time;  now  lies  before  us.  It  was  one 
of  his  peculiarities  that  he  treated  books  with  a  religious 
tenderness,  never  making  in  any  one  of  them  so  much  as  a 
marginal  note.  This  volume  was  in  his  hands  for  nearly 
half  a  century,  and  to  the  last  of  his  reading  he  perused  at 
least  one  chapter  of  Hebrew  every  day.  * 
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la  naionJ  ooimecticm  with  this  was  the  study  of  Oiiti* 
cism  and  Hermenentios.  Although  in  regard  to  the  latter 
he  was  indebted  chiefly  to  the  older  school,  his  curiosity  was 
wakeihl  and  his  knowledge  extensive.  The  history  of  great 
manoscripts,  versions  and  editions  was  deeply  fixed  in  his 
mind,  and  he  always  spoke  of  them  with  the  fitmiliarity 
which  the  mineralogist  has  with  the  specimens  of  his  cabinet. 
The  qualifications  on  which  we  have  slightly  touched  were 
the  more  important,  as  the  new  professor  was  expected  to 
b^in  his  labours  with  an  attempt  in  every  department  of 
theological  study. 

In  the  month  of  July,  1812,  Dr.  Alexander  arrived  in 
Princeton,  with  his  wife  then  in  the  bloom  and  fireshness  of  a 
health  whidi  endured  to  old  age,  and  with  four  children,  of 
whom  the  oldest  was  not  nine  years  old.  The  change  to  a 
green  and  aiiy  village,  from  aJieated  and  popubus  city,  was 
exceedingly  grateM  to  one  who  had  been  reared  in  the 
mountains,  and  to  whom  the  restrictions  and  conventionidi- 
ties  of  civic  life  were  always  a  penance.  Disposed  at  all 
times  to  give  frank  and  prompt  expression  to  what  rose 
within  him,  he  felt  the  stricture  of  a  great  town  and  its 
ways,  and  often  longed  for  the  shade  and  scope  of  the 
country.  It  was  perhaps  this  which  led  him  to  regard  his 
sojourn  in  Philadelphia  as  the  least  agreeable  portion  of  his 
life.  But  now  he  was  to  resume  what  might  be  called  a 
country  life,  and  we  remember  the  almost  boyish  glee  with 
which  he  saluted  and  indicated  to  his  children  the  sali^it 
points  of  rural  prospects.  He.  came  with  his  own  horses, 
and  for  some  years  was  accustomed  with  his  fiEunily  to  sp^id 
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much  time  in  eaBj  dmm  aaiong  tlie  pkasmg  soe&ee  of  that 
deli^tfhl  iieighbOTf hood,  and  to  places  whete  his  appc^t- 
mottts  lay.  In  early  life  he  was  a  bold  and  dexterocu  horse- 
man. He  came  to  be  the  till^  of  a  garden,  in  whidi  art, 
however,  he  did  not  lay  out  special  endeavonrs.  The  dwell- 
ing to  which  he  came  was  small  and  inoonv^ent,  in  ihe 
least  inviting  part  of  the  borough  ;  later  years  afforded  him 
a  mnch  i^ore  suitable  abode. 

On  arrivii^  at  so  import«it  a  point  in  onr  sin^e  and 
uneventfol  history,  and  at  the  place  firom  wUdi  it  is  no  more 
to  remove,  we  may  be  allowed  to  pause  a  little  over  the 
locality.  Princeton  is  a  village  which  holds  out  attractions 
from  its  hi^  site  and  its  hist<»ioal  associations.  At  that 
time  it  stood  upon  the  county  line  between  Middlesex  aad 
Somerset,  and  just  where  the  hiUy  or  upland  country  b^ins 
to  subside  into  the  tamer  slopes  which  extend  towaids  the 
ocean,  but  which  swell  eastward  into  a  graceftd  line  of  blue 
Moxmiouth  hills.  The  village  was  for  many  years  little  ebe 
than  a  gathering  of  houses  around  the  OoUege,  vriach  had 
been  here  for  half  a  century.  It  had  been  furfcher  si^iafiaed 
by  the  battle  of  Princeton,  and  by  the  temporary  presence 
of  the  old  Congress.  Every  thing,  however,  had  lefereoee 
to  the  great  and  venerable  literary  institution,  whose  officers 
were  the  most  prominent  persons  in  the  place.  The  ancient 
edifice,  the  ample  lawns,  and  spreading  troes,  made  its 
grounds,  then  as  now,  the  principal  charm  of  the  village.  Its 
oeBtetery  contained  the  ashes  of  Burr,  Davies,  Edwards  aad 
Wiihefspooa  ;  and  in  the  neighbourhood,  as  you  rise  towarda 
a  hard  rocky  rMge,  was  the  £um  of  the  last  named,  wfaidi  he 
had  called  Tusculum. 
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At  tfaifl  time  Frinoeton  was  not  witlioot  many  persona  of 
notBy  some  of  whom  may  be  mentioned  as  more  or  less  con- 
nected with  the  subject  of  this  memohr.  Doctor  Sanrael 
Stanhope  Smith  was  living,  and  was  approaching  the  term  of 
his  presidentship  ;  and  he  was  beyond  question  the  person 
to  whcmi  most  eyes  were  directed  with  fistvour  and  admiration. 
He  is  distinctly  remembered  by  us,  as  he  then  appeared,  in  a 
beaittiftil  old  age  surpassing  any  that  we  have  known*  He 
was  tall,  slender  and  feeble,  but  erect.  The  clear  soft  skin, 
ood  delicate  complexion,  and  mild  blue  eye,  w^re  remarkably 
exempt  fitmi  the  traces  of  age.  Many  a  pupil  will  recall  his 
statefy  venerable  form,  as  he  walked  with  velyet  cap  and 
academic  gown,  in  those  prdcessions  ^vddoh  took  place  at 
least  every  Sunday,  from  Nassau-Hall  to  the  churdi.  The 
days  of  Dr.  Smith's  activity  were  nearly  ended,  and  he  soon 
afterwards  resigned.  He  was  cdebrated  tea  his  aoquaintfuice 
with  elegant  letters,  for  the  eloquence  of  his  pulpit  dis- 
courses, and  for  the  matehless  courtliness  of  his  manners. 
He  had  fonned  himself  upon  the  best  masters  of  the  Fren^ 
sohool ;  in  whidi  endeavour  his  mort  celebrated  pupil  was 
the  Bev.  Dr.  Henry  EoUock,  one  of  the  most  oxnate  yet 
vehement  orators  whom  our  country  has  produced ;  and  who 
'  bad  until  recently  been  the  pastor  of  the  village  church. 

Ih.  John  Madean,  a  native  of  Scotland,  fitther  of  Presi^ 
dent  Maclean,  was  at  this  time  vice-president  of  the  College, 
and  was  eminent  as  a  mathematician  and  a  chemist.  The 
Stockton  flonily,  always  among  J;he  most  prominent  of  the 
{dace,  was  represented  by  Riohaid  Stocktcm  of  Morven,  the 
0eo(Rkd  of  the  name,  well  remembered  as  one  of  the  most  aUe 
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members  of  the  New  Jersey  bar,  and  aiso  as  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States.  Samuel  Bayard,  a  descendant  of  the  Hm- 
guenot  refugees,  a  ruling  elder  in  the  church,  an  author  (rf* 
several  works,  and  a  man  of  nuld  and  affecti<mate  piety,  wae 
a  fiiend,  who,  as  long  as  he  lived,  was  cherished  by  Dr.  Alex- 
ander with  true  r^anL  To  whom  may  be  added,  Dr.  John 
Yancleve,  Colonel  Beatty,  and  others,  long  once  depart** 
ed,  equally  respected,  but  whose  names  would  scarcely  interest 
the  general  reader.  But  time  has  wrought  sad  changes.  Of 
some  of  the  &milies  here  mentioned  not  a  vestige  remaina ; 
and  the  writer  feels  the  flight  of  years,  when  he  obsenres 
that  only  one  house  in  the  long  and  thickly  peopled  principal 
street  of  Princeton  is  occupied  by  the  same  family  as  in  1812. 

Thus  at  the  age  of  forty  years  Dr.  Alexander  was  girding 
on  the  harness  of  his  most  important  exertion ;  at  a  stage 
when,  if  ever,  the  human  powers  are  in  fulness  of  vigour,  and, 
as  the  event  proved,  at  the  precise  middle  point  <^  his  life. 
His  h^th,  though  never  robust,  was  not  threatened  bj  any . 
serious  indications,  and  had  not  yet  succumbed  to  inordinate 
study.  In  Philaddphia  he  had  suffered  firom  short  but 
vident  attacks  of  rheumatism,  and  he  was  beginning  I^  dow 
degrees  to  •  recognise  a  train  of  nervous  symptoms,  fix)m 
which  he  afterwards  endured  great  discomfort.  His  haUts 
were  settled,  and  his  mental  and  moral  character  had  taken 
their  leading  configuration. 

Pausing  for  a  moment  to  recall  the  picture  as  then  js^ 
sented,  we  do  not  find  many  striking  lines  to  be  added  to 
those  already  given.  In  person  he  was  thin,  but  his  coun- 
tenance was  full  of  life,  his  complexion  was  dear,  his  teeth 
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as  yet  spared,  his  locks,  though  slightly  silyered,  unusually 
full,  and  his  eye  mobile  and  piercing  to  an  extraordinary  de- 
gree, as  none  caxi  foi^t  who  ever  saw  hinu  As  compared 
with  his  later  self,  we  should  say  that  he  was  characterized 
by  the  great  spring  and  vivacity  of  his  manner  and  discourse  ; 
more  disposed  to  converse,  bold  atid  ready  in  argument, 
8(»netimes  keen  in  answer  or  reproof,  always  open  to  the 
point  of  what  was  gay  or  humorous,  free  with  his  children 
and  their  comrades,  enthusiastic  in  his  love  of  scenery  and  of 
music,  with  a  fi»nkness  and  naturalness  in  the  expression  of 
<^dnions  and  sentiments,  which  was  the  more  delightful  the 
more  it  receded  from  the  canons  of  artificial  society.  His 
opinions  were  formed,  his  lines  of  study  marked  out,  and  in 
f^^rd  to  his  manner  in  preaching  the  Gospel,  he  was  un- 
questionably at  a  point  beyond  which  he  never  rose. 
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1812.  ^ 
ammre  or  BxuorABT— pujei — ajtjpokojwt  QtULLanoAncom^-KABLT 

METHODS*— DrriBOOniZSB  WITH    STUDENTS — KVENUia   SSBM0VS-*>AOQBB- 
8I0N  OF  DB.  MILLEB — CHELATIONS  OF  THE  FB0FB8S0BS. 

A  MODEST  man  could  scarcely  be  placed  in  more  trying 
circumstances  than  was  Dr.  Alexander  in  his  new  post. 
It  is  much  easier  to  carry  on  the  routine  of  an  established 
institution,  than  to  draught  the  original  plan.  In  this  case 
many  things  remained  to  be  done.  The  scheme  was  not  so 
much  to  be  carried  out  as  to  be  created.  There  was  not 
only  no  foregoing  incumbent,  in  whose  steps  to  tread,  but 
there  could  scarcely  be  said  to  be  any  precedent.  In  our  day 
we  are  famiUar  with  theological  seminaries,  among  Baptists, 
Episcopalians,  and  Methodists ;  but  at  that  time,  such  insti- 
tutions, as  distinct  from  colleges  and  universities,  were  new 
in  America,  and  scarcely  known  in  Europe.  In  Great 
Britain,  France  and  Holland,  clerical  training  is  pursued  at 
the  universities  ;  and  even  the  Prediger-Seminar  of  some 
German  States  is  of  late  origin,  besides  being  very  different 
from  our  theological  schools. 
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From  the  exkriaiee  Soft  bo  many  yean  at  Prinoeton  of 
bolh  Chdlege  and  Seminary,  the  mbappidienflion  has  some- 
what naturally  prevailed  that  tte  two  eclMxdB  are  ccmneoted; 
whereas  they  have  ahrays  been  totally  dietinct ;  one  beii^  an 
kidependent  chartered  institntion  under  a  doee  corporation, 
owni]^  no  necessary  alliance  with  any  sect,  and  the  other 
a  strictly  ecdesiastioal  foundation,  managed  by  trustees, 
and  superintended  by  directors  appointed  finom  time  to  time 
hj  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  GhurcL  There 
had  indeed  been  theologioal  lectures  in  the  College  of  New- 
Jersey,  and  emineDt  m^i  had  proceeded  fN)m  the  instruc- 
tions of  Witherspoon  and  Smith,  but  the  experiment  was 
now  to  be  tried  of  a  separate  and  additional  curriculum ;  and 
from  this  time,  all  strictly  profesi&mal  lessons  in  divinity 
ceased  to  be  delivered  in  the  Cdlege. 

The  Committee  of  the  General  Assembly  had  indeed 
pMpaied  a  general  scl^me  or  programme  of  a  theological 
coQise  to  be  obsinred  in  tte  new  seminary,  and  in  the  con- 
struction <tf  this^  which  was  framed  by  Dr.  Green,  Dr.  Alex- 
ander's Tkws  were  largely  contributed.  But  now,  as  sole 
projfesst^  for  a  time,  he  was  to  strengthen  this  outline,  to  ffil 
up  its  details,  and  to  cairy  the  woric  into  lalxnious  execution. 
It  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  these  were  among  the  most 
anxious  moments  of  his  life.  With  the  highest  views  of 
what  was  demanded,  be  unfeignedly  shrank  from  the  re- 
sponsibifity  of  realizing  his  laige  idea,  and  would  doubtless 
have  laid  down  the  attempt,  but  from  the  deep  persuarion 
that  the  call  was  of  God,  and  fiton  the  hope  that  his  hands 
would  soon  be  strengthened  by  the  accession  of  a  suitaUe 
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colleagaa  His  firrt  floUcttode  was  oonoemed  in  diafting  a 
plan  of  study  for  the  three  years  which  had  been  allotted  for 
the  coarse*  He  was  next  to  address  himself  to  the  work  of 
actual  instruction.  However  well  Aumished  in  several  de- 
partments with  the  general  knowledge  implied  in  ministerial 
accomplishment,  he  was  necessarily  destitute  of  all  special 
preparations.  Not  only  were  lectures  to  be  written,  on 
branches  lying  for  asunder,  but  such  lacunsd  were  to  be  filled 
up,  as  exist  here  and  there  in  the  acquisitions  of  the  most 
diligent  student ;  while  the  whole  modus  of  communicating 
knowledge  and  conducting  disciidline  was  as  yet  an  affisur  of 
tentative  and  doubtful  effort. 

Although  called  primarily  to  be  a  teacher  of  theology, 
in  its  stricter  acceptation,  he  was  led  both  by  strong  native 
tastes  and  by  convictions  of  reason,  to  give  first  attention  to 
the  criticism  and  interpretation  of  the  original  Scriptures. 
With  the  Greek,  as  has  been  intimated,  he  was  sufficiently 
fomiliar  to  be  a  competent  instructor ;  but  Hebrew  literature 
was  in  its  in&ncy  in  America.  The  works  of  (Jesenius  were 
as  yet  unknown,  and  the  learned  labours  of  Gibbs  and  Stuart 
had  not  been  given  to  the  world*  Even  in  New  England 
the  vowel-points  were  for  a  time  held  in  suspicion,,  and  those 
who  desired  to  penetrate  into  their  mysteries  were  foin  to 
seek  after  the  difficult  and  very  rare  volumes  of  Buxtor^ 
Leusden  and  Opitius.  CJonsdous  of  his  own  imperfect 
knowledge,  he  modestly  but  indefotigably  set  about  the  work 
o£  inculcation,  and  the  few  survivors  of  those  small  classes 
will  readily  testify  how  zealously  and  even  enthusiastically 
he  toiled  with  them  among  the  knotted  roots  of  Hebrew 
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nidim^ts.  ¥or  a  number  of  yean,  and  with  increasing 
ability,  he  worked  in  this  field,  until  relieved  by  the  sorvioes 
(^a  beloved  pupil,  the  Beverend  Charles  Hodge,  now  senior 
professor  in  the  Seminaiy.  As  it  regards  Criticism  and 
Hermeneutics,  it  was  a  department  which  had  great  charms 
for  him,  and  by  extensive  reading,  compiling  and  original  in- 
vestigation, he  prepared  to  furnish  a  system  of  instructi<m, 
which  for  some  years  he  delivered  as  lectures,  a  number  of 
which  still  remain  among  his  papers.  We  can  call  to  mind 
no  subject  in  which  he  was  more  uniformly  interested,  than 
the  fortunes  of  the  Hebrew  and  Greek  text,  the  annals  of 
translation  and  recension,  and  the  principles  of  hermeneuti- 
cal  study.  To  this  he  added  copiotus  instructions  in  Biblical 
ArchsBology,  on  which  he  prepared  numerous  discourses,  and 
which  remained  under  his  control  for  many  years.  The 
manuscripts  on  this  subject  in  our  possession  are  more  than 
would  fiQ  a  single  large  volume.  It  was  a  topic  which 
awakened  his  profound  attention  and  lively  feeling  ;  for  no 
man  looked  more  reverently  on  the  typical  Christology 
of  the  levitical  law  ;  and  none  of  his  pupils  can  forget  the 
awe  with  which  he  approached  the  recesses  of  the  expiatory 
system,  or  the  felicitous  use  which  he  made  of  the  altar  and 
the  propitiatory,  in  his  more  purely  theologiccd  exposition  of 
the  Atonement.  Though  far  from  the  extreme  of  Oocceius, 
and  though  falling  short  of  Witsius  in  his  interpretation  of 
Mosaic  symbols,  he  nevertheless  differed  still  more  from  that 
rationalizing  school  of  American  divines,  then  becoming  loud 
and  influential,  who  were  disposed  to  reduce  the  contents  of 
levitical  typology  to  a  minimum.  We  have  lived  to  see  a 
healthful  reaction  against  this  extreme  tendency. 
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Ab  migkt  have  been  expeeted,  however,  his  primarf 
attenticm  was  bestowed  npoa  the  large  round  of  topiee  in- 
clnded  within  the  title  of  his  peculiar  profesBordiip,  that  ^ 
the  statement,  establishmeirt,  and  defence  of  the  doctrines 
which  constitute  the  Christian  sysfem.  Deeply  penmaded 
that  many  theological  errors  have  thdr  origin  in  a  bias  de» 
rived  frcnn  fiadse  metaphysics,  he  set  about  the  methodizing 
of  his  thoughts  upon  mental  philosophy,  always  keeping  m 
hand  the  dew  which  he  had  received  firom  his  venerated 
preceptor,  William  Graham.  The  Qerman  philosophy  was 
as  yet  unknown  among  us,  and  he  was  never  led  to  travel 
the  transo^dental  or  ^^  high  priori  road,"  but  txeatod  mental 
phenomena  on  the  inductive  method,  as  the  objects  of  a 
cautious  generalization.  While  he  uniformly  recommended 
the  perusal  of  Locke,  it  was  as  he  often  declared,  not  so  much 
for  the  value  of  his  particular  conclusions,  as  for  the  q)irit 
of  his  investigation,  the  calmness,  patience,  and  traCisparent 
honesty  of  that  truly  great  man.  He  likewise  expressed 
great  &vour  for  Beid,  Seattle,  Buffier,  Campbell  and  Stew- 
art, with  whose  g^ieral  methods,  as  well  as  their  views  of 
intuitive  truths  and  constitutional  principles  of  reason,  he 
was  in  agreement,  while  he  dissented  fixnn  many  ci  their 
definitions,  distinctions,  and  tenets.  These  were  subjects 
which  fell  in  with  his  tcusites,  habits  of  thought  and  course  of 
reading  ;  and  as  preliminary  to  the  development  of  the  re- 
vealed system,  he  r^arded  them  as  forming  a  necessary  paart 
of  every  complete  theological  course.  And  if  the  aouteness 
of  his  inquiry  and  the  force  of  his  reasomng  were  ever  folly 
exhibited,  it  is  in  his  lectures  on  the  Will,  and  his  elaborate 
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sofitMioii  of  Dr.  Tbranas  Biown's  woxfc  on  CanmlJoB;  From 
year  to  jear  his  sdiQime  of  mental  philosophy  took  on  a  fbxm 
of  fltaioter  method ;  yet  he  may  be  said  to  have  begun  with 
ft  at  his  entrance  upon  public  teaching.  No  portion  of  his 
course  more  awakened  the  interest  of  his  auditors  ;  and  such 
was  the  ingenuity  with  which  he  made  these  lessons  bear  on 
-thedogical  questions  still  in  reserve^  that  in  the  days  of 
ohuidi-controversy  it  used  to  be  a  common  remark,  that 
skiidents  who  had  been,  imbued  with  Dr.  Alexander's  me^ 
taphysics  were  sure  to  swaUow  his  entire  system.  Per- 
hi^  the  same  is  true  of  every  thedc^ical  instructor  who 
deduces  a  concatenated  system  fiom  any  clearly  defined 
princii4e& 

From  these  tojncs  he  turned  to  the  doedy  allied  domain 
of  Natural  Beligion.  In  regard  to  this^  the  only  safe  way  of 
defining  his  theological  position  would  be  to  publish  his  trea» 
tiseS|  and  any  thing  short  of  this  might  be  misapprehended. 
While  he  was  &r  from  bdng  a  rationalist,  he  was  never  satis- 
fied with  the  tactics  of  those  reasoners  who  under  the  pretext 
of  exalting  revelation,  dismiss  with  contempt  all  arguments 
derived  from  the  light  of  nature.  Here  he. freely  declared 
his  judgment  that  many  sound,  able  and  pious  men  had 
gxeatly  erred.  He  rendered  due  homage,  therefore,  to  the 
labours  of  such  writers  as  Nieuwentyt,  the  younger  Turret- 
tbe,  and  Faley,  and  spent  much  time  in  ccmsidering  and 
mifi)lding  with  nice  discrimination  the  various  schemes  of 
argument  for  the  Being  and  Perfectioils  of  GKxl,  and  the 
necessity  and  antecedent  probability  of  a  revelation.  Con- 
nected closely  with  this  was  the  discussion  of  Ethical  Philos- 
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ophjy  in  which  he  taught  from  the  outset  the  same  dootrines 
which  have  been  given  to  the  world  in  a  posthnmous  work^ 
and  which  have  awakened  severe  opposition  from  those  who 
find  them  &Jta31j  inconsistent  with  modem  systems  of  the- 
ology. 

The  anxieties  belonging  to  an  attempt  to  lay  down  tiie 
great  lines  of  a  method  for  teaching  the  whole  system  of  re- 
vealed truth,  to  those  who  were  to  be  the  mimsters  of  the 
Church,  were  just  and  burdensome.  There  are  a  few  living 
who  can  recollect  the  particulars  of  these  instructions.  As 
compared  with  those  later  methods  which  grew  out  of  oon- 
tinned  experience  with  successive  classes,  they  were  probably 
more  extemporaneous  and  colloquial;  there  was  more  use 
of  existing  manuals,  and  less  adventure  of  original  expedi- 
ents. Dr.  Alexander,  herein  concurring  with  Chalmers,  cour 
oeived  that  theology  was  best  taught  by  a  wise  union  of  the 
text-book  with  the  free  lecture.  Finding  no  work  in  English 
which  entirely  met  his  demands,  he  placed  in  the  hands  of 
his  pupils  the  Institutions  of  Francis  Turrettine.  It  was 
ponderous,  scholastic  and  in  a  dead  language,  but  he  believed 
in  the  process  of  grappling  with  difficulties ;  he  had  felt  the 
influence  of  this  athletic  sinewy  reasoner  on  his  own  mind, 
and  had  observed  that  those  who  mastered  his  arguments 
were  apt  to  be  strong  and  logical  divines.  At  this  time 
there  had  been  no  modem  edition,  and  copies  were  rare ;  but 
the  classes  were  small,  and  the  book  was  not  laid  aside  imtil 
it  became  impossible  to  supply  the  demand.  It  would  be 
very  unjust  to  suppose  that  the  young  men  were  charged 
with  the  tenets  of  Turrettine,  to  the  injury  of  their  mental 
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iiidepeiidence.  It  is  indeed  difficcdt  to  apprehend  the  force 
of  a  vulgar  argument  which  sneers  at  text-books — ^the  con- 
venient  wisdom  of  the  mighty  dead — but  admits  any  amount 
of  unwritten  dogmatism  from  the  chair  of  the  living  pro- 
fessor. Dr.  Alexander  often  dissented  from  the  learned 
Genevan,  and  always  endeavoured  to  cultivate  in  his  students 
the  spirit  and  habit  of  original  investigation.  It  is  likely  / 
that  his  labours  at  this  period  derived  a  peculiar  vivacity 
from  his  time  of  life,  from  the  freshness  of  the  employment, 
and  from  the  necessity  of  adapting  himself  to  a  limited 
cirde.  He  very  laboriously  engaged  in  making  such  brief 
aids  in  the  way  of  syllabus  and  compendium  as  might  frur- 
nish  to  the  student  a  manageable  key  to  the  whole  classifica- 
tion. He  prepared  extensive  and  minute  questions,  going 
into  all  the  ramifications  of  theology ;  lists  of  which  stiU  re- 
main in  the  hands  of  some  alumni  He  assigned  subjects 
fijr  original  dissertations,  which  were  publicly  read,  and  com- 
mented on  by  both  professors  and  students ;  a  near  approach 
to  the  acts  held  in  the  old  university  schools,  under  the  scho- 
lastio  moderator.  To  this  were  added,  at  a  date  which  we 
find  ourselves  unable  to  fix  with  precision,  the  debates  of  a 
theological  society,  meeting  weekly,  always  on  some  impor- 
tant topic,  and  always  closed  by  the  frdl  and  highly  animated 
remarks  of  the  professor. 

So  fiEKF  as  we  have  been  able  to  discover,  the  general  plan 
of  the  studies  in  the  Seminary  received  its  form  at  this 
time ;  there  were  subsequent  additions  and  emendations,  but 
the  main  trunks  and  branches  remained  the  same.  This  is 
pariiculaily  true  of  the  theological  course,  properly  so  called. 

24 
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The  natural  and  simple  light,  in  which  it  was  a  chaiacteristio 
of  the  prdfessor  to  view  all  subjects,  and  the  predominance 
of  logical  nexus  as  the  element  of  association  in  his  mind, 
concurred  to  cause  a  preference  for  the  ancient  and  more 
obvious  scheme  of  classifying  Scripture  truth.  Hence  he  did 
not  adopt  the  Federal  method  of  arrangement,  as  it  has 
been  called,  of  Witsius ;  great  as  was  his  sympathy  with 
the  evangelical  warmth  and  unction  of  that  schooL  For  the 
same  reasons  his  judgment  disapproved  the  order  suggested  by 
Chalmers,  in  the  preface  to  what  remains  of  his  original  and 
striking  but  fragmentary  theological  course.  For,  while  he 
agreed  with  this  great  author  in  considering  the  plan  of  re- 
demption as  the  ultimate  scope  and  crowning  glory  of  aU 
theology,  he  nevertheless  preferred  as  a  medium  of  scientific 
communication,  that  disposition  of  topics  which  takes  its 
departure  fix)m  the  Being,  Attributes,  and  Works  of  (Jod ; 
that  is,  from  Theology  in  its  strictest  acceptation.  On  each 
head  or  title  he  was  accustomed  to  assign  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  text-book,  to  be  careAilly  perused  by  the  dasB, 
and  to  be  made  the  subject  of  a  sifting  examination  ;  also 
naming  the  chief  authors  who  had  treated  of  the  points  re- 
spectively, and  sometimes,  when  these  works  were  numercniB, 
allotting  them  to  different  students,  with  a  requisition  that 
they  should  give  some  account  of  each,  either  orally,  or  what 
was  more  common,  in  writing.  This  examination  and  these 
essajrs  gave  rise  to  brief  but  animated  remarks  from  the 
chair,  and  he  was  never  more  felicitous  or  more  convincing 
than  in  such  impromptus ;  in  which  his  eye  would  kindle 
and  flash,  and  his  expressive  &ce  become  radiant,  as  he 
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poured  forth  the  gatheriogB  of  an  extFaordinary  erudition^  or 
pimraed  the  thread  of  nice  and  delicate  analysis^  with  a 
clearness  and  closeness  of  argument  which  his  partial  hearers 
thought  unrivalled.  To  this  was  added^  however,  and  with 
greater  fulness  as  years  advanced,  the  delivery  of  formal  and 
elaborate  lectures  on  the  grand  articles  of  the  faith. 

The  division  of  this  department  into  Didactic  and  Po- 
lemic Theology,  which  the  Plan  of  the  institution  made 
imperative,  gave  the  professor  an  opportunity  to  go  over  all 
the  leading  doctrines  in  the  way  of  defence  against  the 
objections  of  errorists,  heretics  and  infidels.  In  doing  this 
'  he  brought  to  bear  his  remarkable  stores  of  recondite  reading. 
He  gave  the  biography  of  eminent  opponents,  clear  analyses 
of  their  systems,  and  refutation  of  their  reasons.  Of  neces- 
sity he  was  thus  carried  into  the  field  of  Dogmengeachichtey 
the  progress  of  controversies,  the  debates  and  conclusions  of 
councils,  the  construction  of  creeds,  and  the  whole  round  of 
symbolical  theology.  What  might  be  considered  by  some  an 
inordinate  length  of  time  was  devoted  to  the  cardinal  differ- 
ences, such  as  the  controversy  with  Deists,  Arians,  Socinians, 
Pelagians,  Arminians,  Papists  and  Universalists ;  all  being 
made  to  revolve  around  the  Calvinistic  system,  which,  upon 
sincere  conviction,  he  had  adopted. 

To  prevent  a  return  to  this  subject,  we  shall  here  add  a 
few  words  concerning  methods  which,  as  the  growth  of 
experience,  were  not  matured  xmtil  some  years  later.  He 
was  so  earnestly  in  favour  of  having  the  young  clergyman 
armed  at  all  points  against  adversaries,  that  he  greatly  ex- 
tended his  lectures,  so  as  to  embrace  the  varieties  of  Hea- 
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thenism  and  MohammedaniBm  with  which  miBsiaiiaries  mtiBi 
be  brought  into  conflict ;  and  also  the  tonns  of  error  which 
prevaU  in  our  Western  country.  Accordin^y  he  has  left 
copious  reviews  of  GampbeUism,  Bhakerism,  and  even  Mor- 
monism,  with  details  which  show  how  largely  and  attentively 
he  must  have  examined  all  the  available  authorities  of  these 
heretics.  In  conducting  these  studies,  he  alighted  on  a 
method  which  gave  him  great  pleasure,  and  was  always  in- 
teresting to  his  pupils.  Early  in  the  session  each  member 
of  the  class  had  allotted  to  him  some  erroneous  system  or 
controversy,  to  be  made  the  subject  of  a  dissertation.  The 
whole  term  was  sometimes  allowed  for  preparing  these,  and 
some  of  the  essays  became  almost  volumes.  Among  them 
'were  productions  which  he  prized  very  highly.  All  this  was 
over  and  above  his  extensive  course  oi  lectures.  He  was  &r 
tram  having  a  stereotyped  plan;  but  besides  undertaking 
new  subjects  of  instruction  in  the  close  of  hia  life,  as  we 
shall  have  occasion  to  say,  he  made  frequent  changes  in  his 
modus  operandi  to  the  last. 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  that  while  he  gave  diligent 
attention  to  this  part  of  his  duties,  he  was  in  no  sense  an 
active  controvert^st.  In  private,  his  error,  if  he  erred,  was 
^together  in  the  opposite  direction.  When  falsehood  was 
read  or  heard  by  him,  it  was  the  tendency  of  his  mind,  from 
its  strong  logical  interest,  rather  to  yield  himself  to  the  c<»i*- 
sideration  of  adverse  aiguments,  and  to  weigh  them  with  a 
judgemLe  calmtiess,  than  to  seek  on  the  spot  for  weapons  of 
refhtation.  His  practical  maxim  was  the  attdi  alteram 
partem  ;  and  those  who  were  privy  to  his  daily  studies  were 
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astoBished  at  the  time  wMoh  he  bestowed  cm  the  mogt  dan- 
g&Tom  writera  And  yet  his  own  opinicms  w^re  held  with  a 
finnness  whioh  in  his  mature  years  seemed  to  suffer  not  even 
a  momentary  shaking.  The  haUts  to  which  alkision  has 
been  made,  tended  beyond  doubt  to  produce  in  him  a 
peculiar  reserve  and  impartiality  in  stating  the  opinions  of 
adr^'saries,  and  in  refuting  them. 

There  is  one .  charm  connected  with  the  opening  of  a 
theological  school,  which  beloi^  peculiarly  to  its  in&nt, 
state,  and  can  never  be  Mly  regained  in  years  of  greater 
prosperity.  This  is  the  intimate  association  between  teachers 
and  scholars.  As  yet,  there  were  no  buildings  ;  the  profes- 
8or*s  house  was  at  once  library,  chapel,  and  auditorium. 
The  handftd  of  pious  young  men  gathered  around  their  pre- 
ceptor almost  as  members  of  his  fiimily ;  going  freely  in  and 
out,  sitting  at  his  board,  joining  in  the  domestic  worship, 
and,  in  a  sense,  not  merely  learning  of  him  but  living  with 
him.  This  continued  to  be  the  case  for  a  number  of  yeass, 
ht  the  Seminary  b^an  with  three,  and  did  not  attain  the 
number  of  thirty  until  the  fifth  year  of  its  existence.  In 
such  a  state  of  things,  there  is  more  freedom  and  frequency 
of  intercourse,  than  when  more  than  a  hundred  are  collected, 
when  it  would  absorb  all  the  time  and  strength  of  the  pro- 
fessor to  bestow  the  same  personal  attentions.  In  later 
years,  it  is  but  just,  however,  to  observe.  Dr.  Alexander  gave 
as  fiee  access  to  his  study  as  pupils  ever  ^ijoyed  <^  a  teadber. 
Pew  momen1»  ci  the  day  passed  without  a  knock  at  his 
door ;  and  as  his  i^^artment  was  but  a  few  steps  fix>m 
the  principal  edifice,  it  was  resOTted  to  by  the  young  men 
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with  the  greatest  fiuniliaritj,  and  on  every  sort  of  errand 
both  temporal  and  spiritual  We  may  here  add^  that  at  no 
time  of  his  life  was  he  accustomed  to  deny  himself  to  visit- 
ors ;  acting,  as  it  should  seem,  on  the  maxim  which  Payson 
adopted, — ^^  the  man  that  wants  to  see  me,  is  the  pian  I 
want  to  see/'  But  in  these  early  years,  the  relation  of  pro- 
fessor and  student  was  peculiarly  intimate,  as  will  be  remem- 
bered by  many  now  alive,  who  sought  his  advice  in  the 
greatest  emergencies  of  their  spiritual  life. 

Some  extracts  from  a  family  letter  of  the  period,  will 
add  interest  to  this  time  of  transition. 

«  Odober  10,  1812. 

^'  I  was  dismissed  from  my  charge  in  Philadelphia,  on 
the  22d  of  July.  Ton  may  guess  that  I  felt  some  regret  at 
leaving  a  congregation  in  which  I  have  reason  to  believe 
there  are  many  of  God's  dear  children,  particularly  among 
the  poor.  As  in  every  congr^ation,  however,  there  are  some 
who  are  not  of  the  right  spirit,  so  also  in  this  there  were 
scHue  men  rather  turbulent.  Though  we  never  had  any  con- 
tention in  the  Society,  I  could  perceive  there  was  fuel  to 
cherish  the  flame  if  it  should  ever  be  kindled.  The  labours 
of  a  city  minister  are  necessarily  very  great,  where  his  charge 
are  numerous ;  and  it  is  extremely  difficult,  with  any  exer- 
tion which  can  be  made,  to  afford  universal  satis&cti(Hi. 
And  upon  the  whole,  a  city  is  not  so  &vourable  for  religion, 
except  among  the  poor  and  distressed.  I  have  every  reason 
to  believe  that  my  people  were  sufficiently  attached  to  me, 
and  parted  with  me  reluctantly ;  but  most  of  them  were 
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convinoed  that  I  was  following  the  path  of  duty.  It  semns, 
however^  that  Gx)d  had  a  controveisy  with  that  city,  for  since 
my  removal  Dr.  Green  has  been  elected  President  of  this 
Coll^^  and  has  determined  to  come.  Or  He  may  intend  to 
substitate  men  whose  labours  He  will  more  abundantly 
oless. 

'^  On  the  29th  of  July  I  removed  my  family  to  this  place, 
where  a  honse  was  provided  for  us,  not  very  large  or  com- 
modious, but  the  best  which  could  be  obtained.  The  people 
here  we  found  very  kind  and  attentive,  and  the  situation  of 
the  place  remarkably  pleasant,  especially  in  summer.  Every 
place  however  has  its  inconveniences  and  difficulties.  Heaven 
is  not  to  be  expected  in  this  world.  External  circumstances 
go  but  a  little  way  towards  making  us  happy.  The  relief 
which  we  receive  in  our  afflictions  and  distresses  has  often 
more  real  pleasure  in  it  than  we  experience  in  our  great- 
est prosperity.  Little  things  often  disturb  our  peace  as 
much  as  great,  and  we  bear  small  adversities  with  less  pa- 
tience than  greater,  because  we  do  not  seek  '  grace  to  help.' 
During  the  whole  summer  our  family  has  through  God's 
mercy  enjoyed  uninterrupted  health.  I  am  greatly  pleased 
to  learn  that  some  of  your  children  begin  to  fear  the  Lord, 
in  the  days  of  their  youth.  I  hope  you  will  not  be  disap- 
pointed in  the  fruit  which  these  early  blossoms  promise. 
There  can  be  no  greater  pleasure  to  serious  parents  than  to 
see  their  ofepring  choosing  wisdom's  ways  and  *  walking  in 
the  truth.' " — "  You  may  suppose  that  I  have  abandoned 
preaching.  Very  true,  it  is  no  part  of  my  office,  so  long  as 
the  school  is  in  a  place  supplied  with  the  Word ;  but  as  I 
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have  been  so  long  aoeostoimd  to  pteaoh,  it  does  oot  seem 
pleasant  to  be  altogether  silent,  and  therefore  I  preach  eveiy 
Sunday  evening  in  my  own  house ;  and  as  often  as  oppot^ 
tunity  offers  I  ride  over  to  eraie  one  of  the  neighbooring 
oongi^gations,  and  assist  my  brethren/'  ^ 

Adverting  to  the  same  topic,  he  writes  January  27, 1813 : 
^^  It  is  a  part  of  my  duty  to  preadi  to  my  students,  who  are 
nine  in  number,  but  as  I  did  not  wish  to  interfere  with  the 
regular  worship  of  the  place,  I  instituted  a  meeting  on 
Sunday  evening  at  my  own  house.  No  persons  attended 
but  such  as  were  invited,  and  when  the  winter  conmiencedi 
veiy  few  could  attend  with  comfort ;  but  in  proportion  to 
the  difficulty  of  attending  was  the  desire  increased,  both 
among  the  students  and  citizens.  At  length  a  large  room 
was  fitted  up  in  one  of  the  College  buildings,  and  I  was  in^ 
vited  by  the  Faculty  to  preach  in  it.  The  place  was  veiy 
soon  crowded,  and  all  the  principal  families  in  the  place  and 
vicinity  took  the  lead  in  attending.  We  were  soon  ohl^ed 
to  seek  a  larger  place,  which  waa  also  found  insufficient  to 
contain  the  people  who  came.  Sometimes  more  than  a 
hundred  have  been  unable  to  get  in.  We  have  now  removed 
to  the  Refectory  or  Dining  Boom  [the  present  Museum],  a 
room  which  will  hold  several  hundred  people  seated^  and 
even  this  seems  as  if  it  would  be  scarcely  sufficient.  The 
attention  of  the  people  is  unconunonly  solemn  and  many  ap- 
pear to  be  affected,  but  what  the  result  will  be,  God  only 
knows.  Two  particular  facts  have  encouraged  me  to  hope 
for  ibme  good  issue.  A  young  man  who  came  here  to  study 
divinity,  appeared  soon  after  his  arrival  to  ML  under  de^ 
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oonviotioBfk  He  cama  to  me  and  told  me  with  many  ieairgy 
that  he  was  an  uncoaTerted  man,  and  that  he  wished  to 
withdraw.  But  I  insisted  on  his  remaining,  and  he  has  ever 
since  been  mnoh  exercised  in  mind.  The  other  case  was 
veiy  njiexpected  to  me.  A  dan^ter  of  .  .  .  called  on  me 
the  day  before  she  left  the  jdace,  to  converse  with  me  re- 
specting the  concerns  of  her  sonL  She  appeared  to  be  deeply 
affected,  and  so  fisur  as  I  oonld  judge  manifested  the  temper 
of  a  true  penitent.  She  regrets  very  much  that  she  has  not 
the  opportunity  of  making  a  profisssion  of  her  fidth  before 
leaving  the  country.  This  &mily  haS'  been  uncommonly 
gay  and  thoughtless,  and  I  suppose  she  never  mentioned  her 
case  to  any  of  them.'' 

These  evening  services  are  well  remembered  by  many,  as 
connected  with  their  great  spiritual  delight  and  progress,  if 
not  with  their  conversion  to  Gh)d.  Young  men  of  different 
religious  persuasions  prized  these  evangelical  instructions ; 
and  it  is  not  many  weeks  since  we  heard  a  bidiop  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  church  declare  that  this  was  the  best 
preaching  he  ever  heard.  Dr.  Alexander's  diBcourses  on 
these  occasions  were  uniformly  of  the  practical  and  experi- 
mental kind.  They  were  extemporaneous  and  animated, 
aad  embodied  all  those  qualities  which  made  him  eminently 
popular,  especially  among  the  common  people,  who  preferred 
his  free  and  often  irresistible  invitations,  and  the  clear  ringing 
of  h»  lively  and  penetrative  voice,  to  more  staid  and  scholastic 
addresses  which  smell  of  the  lamp  and  sacrifice  religious  to 
hterary  merit  He  was  sou^t  after  in  private  by  gi^t 
numbers  who  were  in  distress  concerning  th^  salvaticm,  and 
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was  inyited  in  various  instances  to  labour  in  fields  which  the 
Lord  was  blessing  by  the  effusion  of  his  grace. 

"Two  weeks  ago/'  he  writes  in  the  same  letter,  "I 
visited  Elizabethtown,  to  see  the  work  of  the  Lord  which  is 
g(Hng  on  in  that  place.  Here  are  about  a  hundred  persons 
under  deep  impressions,  and  the  number  is  increasing  eveiy 
day.  A  place  five  miles  beyond  has  also  received  another 
shower  of  divine  influence.  Some  remarkable  cases  of 
awakening  have  occurred  in  both  places.  0  that  the  blessed 
influence  may  spread  &r  and  wide  ! '' 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  no  letters  can  be  reoov- 
exed^  entering  into  any  detail  of  his  views  and  feelings  as  to 
the  great  work  of  education  which  he  had  begun,  or  the 
studies  which  he  was  pursuing.  Such  correspondence,  it 
IB  well  known,  he  maintained  somewhat  largely  with  con- 
genial minds,  especially  with  Doctors  Bice,  Speece,  and 
Campbell  of  Kentucky ;  but  from  the  necessity  of  the  case 
we  must  allow  these  years  to  be  veiy  much  a  blank.  And 
even  in  regard  to  those  which  follow,  one  year  succeeds 
another  with  a  felicitous  sameness  which  leaves  little  for  the 
narrator.  The  same  cares,  the  same  labours,  the  same  oon- 
t^itment.  A  beloved  wife  and  four  children,  with  an  in- 
creasing circle  of  pupils,  and  a  great  number  of  visitors,  made 
happy  days  in  the  humble,  cheerfiil  home.  Death  came  in 
and  b^e  away  the  youngest  child,  an  only  daughter.  Dis- 
ease gave  frequent  cause  of  solicitude  respecting  the  others, 
whose  lives  were  nevertheless  preserved.  The  employm^ts 
of  Ibe  study  and  the  lecture-room  were  incessant  and  wear- 
ing, but  they  were  enthusiastic.    The  compilation,  oolleo- 
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tioD,  translation,  revision  and  refutation,  incident  to  the  life 
of  a  young  and  aident  professor,  went  on  with  a  diligence  of 
which  the  finite  were  extant  for  many  years  in  piles  of  man- 
uscripts, some  of  which  became  lectures,  others  parts  of 
published  works,  while  all  have  long  since,  and  perhaps  in- 
tentionally, been  committed  to  the  flames. 

During  the  first  few  years  there  was  a  peculiar  glow  of 
delight  in  the  mind  of  the  professors,  when  small  companies 
of  alumni  began  to  try  their  gifts  as  probationers,  and  leave 
the  nest  as  the  first  fledged  of  the  new  institution.  But 
greatly  interesting  as  this  was  to  both  parties,  it  afi5rd8 
little  for  record,  and  most  of  the  persons  concerned  have 
long  since  gone  to  their  rest.  In  the  years  which  remain, 
therefore,  we  cannot  undertake  to  set  down  the  quiet  events 
in  the  way  of  annals.  Their  true  history  is  in  the  General 
Catalogue  which  registers  the  names  of  successive  classes. 

Externally,  the  period  of  which  we  write  was  troublous, 
for  the  war  with  Great  Britain  was  in  progress.  Except, 
however,  that  general  sympathy  which  every  good  man  must 
have  with  the  interests  of  his  country.  Dr.  Alexander  was  as 
little  disturbed  as  any  man  in  the  land.  From  the  site  of 
Princeton,  the  village  was  again  and  again  traversed  by 
bodies  of  troops,  both  going  to  the  fleld  of  hostilities  and 
returning.  The  whole  population  was  much  agitated  by 
the  controversies  leading  to  the  war,  and  by  the  progress  of 
the  conflict.  Privately,  he  lamented  the  policy  which  in- 
volved us  in  these  troubles ;  but  he  never  took  any  active 
part  in  politics,  never  preached  a  political  sermcm  in  hisiife, 
and  indeed  seldom  voted  at  an  election.    In  common  with 
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Okistiaiis  tlffooghoiit  tfae  UnioDy  ha  dofiarei,  the  qnritaal 
mUs  eoDBeqnimt  on  the  war ;  and  it  WjU  too  evident  that  for 
many  years  there  had  not  been  a  time  <^80  general  decay  in 
rdigions  zeal  and  activity.  The  even  tenor  of  his  stcujtions 
Ufe  was  nevertheless  pursued^  and  the  gentle  stimnlos  of 
new  employments  added  to  his  happiness. 

Bnt  the  event  most  worthy  of  being  noted  in  this  C(mr 
nection^was  the  aooessbn  of  a  coUeagne.  Hitherto,  as  we 
have  seen,  he  had  conducted  his  little  band  of  puidk 
through  all  the  parts  of  their  preparation.  The  Bever^dd 
Samuel  Miller,  D.  D.,  of  New- York,  was  elected  to  the  chak 
of  Ecclesiastical  History  and  Church  Qovemment,  by  the 
(General  Assembly  of  1813  ;  but  in  consequence  of  a  vioteit 
Slness  he  did  not  assume  )nB  duties  until  the  month  of  De- 
cember, in  that  year«  Dr.  Miller  brought  with  him  a  h^ 
reputation  as  a  preacher,  an  author,  and  a  Christian  gentle- 
man. He  was  about  three  years  older  than  his  colleague, 
being  accordingly  in  his  prime  of  mental  and  bodily  vigour. 
His  name  was  widely  known  from  his  ^*  Betrospect  (^  the 
Sixteenth  Century,''  and  more  recently  fix)m  hk  defimce  of 
presbytery  against  the  attacks  of  Doctors  Hobart  and  Bow- 
den.  For  many  years  he  had  maintained  his  post  with 
honour  and  esteem,  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Churdi  of 
New- York,  where  he  succeeded  the  venerable  Dr.  Bodgers, 
after  having  been  his  coUeague. 

This  seems  to  be  the  first  pkce  offered  in  which  to  speak 
of  the  mutual  relations  ci  the  two  professors ;  a  subject  to 
wfaHh  we  shall  revert.  For  six  and  thirty  years  they  laboursd 
ride  by  side  and  were  in  almost  daily  communication.  These 
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weie  ciicttmstaBoeB  in  wbieh,  if  any  where>  (me  might  ezpeot 
aniBter  an^l  unkindly  attribates  to  be  drawn  forth.  In  many 
partiddars  they  were  dissimilar ;  indeed  two  men  of  genuine 
I»ety  cotdd  scarcely  be  found  more  unlike.  Dr.  Miller  came 
fiom  the  training  of  city  life,  and  itom  an  eminently  pcdiahed 
and  literary  drcle.  Of  fine  person  and  courtly  manners,  he 
set  a  high  value  on  all  that  makes  society  dignified  and  at* 
^»ctiye.  He  was  pre-emin^tly  a  man  of  system  and  method^ 
gOTeming  himself,  even  m  the  minutest  particulars,  by  exact 
rule.  His  daily  eterdse  was  measured  to  the  moment ;  and 
for  half  a  century  he  wrote  standing.  He  was  a  gentleman 
of  the  old  school,  though  as  easy  aa  he  was  noUe  in  his 
bearing ;  full  of  conversation^  brilliant  in  company,  rich  in 
anecdote,  and  universally  admired.  As  a  preacher,  he  was 
dear  without  brilliancy,  accustomed  to  laborious  imd  critical 
preparation,  relying  little  on  the  excitement  of  the  occasion, 
but  rapid  with  his  pen,  and  gifted  with  a  tenacious  memory 
and  a  strong  sonorous  voice ;  always  instructive,  always  calm, 
always  accurate. 

His  colleague  had  received  a  lasting  impress,  in  manners 
and  labours,  firom  a  very  different  class  of  influences.  The 
inward  principle  of  delicacy  and  refinement,  the  soul  of  true 
politeness,  we  think  we  may  assert,  was  within  him  in  high 
measure.  Perhaps  no  man  ever  more  respected  the  feelings 
of  others.  But  he  was  not  a  man  of  rules.  Eminent  natu- 
ral simplicity  was  his  charact^istic.  K  this  led  him  to  be 
careless  or  abrupt,  at  any  time,  he  cared  not  for  the  inele- 
gance, even  when  he  grieved  over  any  occasional  ofiftoe. 
His  studies  and  his  way  of  life  were  singularly  free  from  all 
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conBtraint  and  plan.  Though  a  perpetoal  reader,  he  seemed 
always  to  read  for  entertainment,  rather  than  by  ^x>n8traint. 
A  friend  once  found  him  deeply  engaged  in  Jack's  old  woilc 
on  Conic  Sections ;  and  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  he 
perused  many  volumes  on  physical  philosophy.  His  rest  was 
in  continual  change  of  mental  pursuit.  Never  did  he  seem 
more  at  a  loss  than  when  called  upon  to  lay  down  regulaticnis 
for  the  hours,  the  employments  or  the  behaviour  of  others. 
Perfect  liberty,  as  to  time,  pursuits,  and  even  bodily  move* 
ments,  was  almost  his  passion.  Scrupulously  dean  in  his 
person,  he  never  seemed  to  advert  to  the  fitshion  of  his  dress. 
Animated  even  to  vehemence  in  conversation  on  topics  which 
aroused  him,  he  often  had  his  fits  of  silence.  While  his 
door  was  open  to  every  visitant,  and  his  kind  counsel  was 
freely  given,  he  certainly  omitted  many  a  received  form, 
and  would  occasionally,  during  an  inordinate  visitation,  ab- 
stract his  eye  and  his  attention,  and  hum  a  tune  to  himsd£ 
In  the  pulpit,  he  was  most  himself  when  he  was  most  truly 
extemporaneous;  which  perhaps  was  in  the  mind  of  the 
learned  Chief  Justice  Earkpatrick,  when  he  said,  with  a  jo- 
cose eulogy,  '^Dr.  Alexander  is  the  prince  of  Methodist 
preachers." 

With  such  marked  differences,  it  is  certainly  no  slight 
matter  to  record,  that  during  a  lifetime  of  common  service, 
these  two  men  never  had  an  alienation,  or  the  difference  of 
an  hour.  In  opinion  they  frequently  diverged  ;  yet  mutual 
respect  and  affection  were  nevbr  violated,  but  rather  increased 
witfi  every  year  of  their  lives.  Placed  in  circumstances 
which  might  have  engendered  rivaky,  they  appeared  to  re- 
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joioe  in  each  othei^s  gifts  and  sucoess.  From  the  beginning 
of  their  acquaintanceship,  Dr.  Miller  always  resorted  to 
his  younger  colleague  as  his  wisest  adviser  He  admired  his 
leamingy  testified  the  profoundest  reverence  for  his  judg- 
ment and  piety,  coveted  his  company,  and  unfeignedly  de- 
lighted in  his  ministrations.  On  the  other  hand,  Dr.  Alex- 
ander r^arded  his  fiiend  and  brother  with  the  heartiest 
affection.  Again  and  again  has  he  been  heard  to  say,  that 
for  the  charitable  use  of  his  means,  for  adherence  to  his  rules 
of  self  control,  and  especially  for  exemption  from  all  traces 
of  vanity  and  of  envy,  Dr.  Miller  surpassed  all  men  he  had 
ever  known.  He  was  fond  of  saying,  that  after  more  than 
thirty  years  proximity,  he  had  never  detected  in  his  colleague 
the  slightest  appearance  of  jealousy.  This  was  the  more 
remarkable,  as  it  is  well  known  that  with  all  his  varied  ex- 
cellencies. Dr.  Miller  as  a  preacher  was  less  followed  by 
popular  admiration  than  his  fiiend. 

Though  we  say  it  by  anticipation,  it  is  seasonable  to  add, 
that  as  years  rolled  on,  and  old  age  arrived,  the  concord  and 
a£fection  of  these  servants  of  Glmst  presented  a  beautiful  and 
edifying  spectacle.  They  conversed  together  and  prayed 
together ;  and  as  their  hoary  heads  appeared,  with  a  pxmc- 
tuality  belonging  to  both,  in  the  devotional  and  other  more 
public  services  of  the  Seminary,  the  moral  influence  of  the 
sight  upon  their  numerous  and  respectful  pupils  was  happy 
and  indelible. 

After  the  arrival  of  Dr  Miller,  both  professors  were 
actively  engaged  in  preaching  the  Gospel,  not  only  in  Prince- 
ton, but  in  the  neighbouring  congregations,  and  even  in  the 
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two  great  dties,  where  their  labours  were  constantly  in  re- 
quest. It  is  impossible  to  determine  which  of  them  most 
delighted  in  the  actnal  labours  of  the  pulpit.  They  never 
spoke  of  these  as  a  burden^  but  eagerly  welcomed  them  as 
a  satis&ction.  Before  the  erection  of  buildings  for  the  Sem- 
inary, there  was  no  separate  worship  on  the  Lord's  Day,  for 
the  students.  The  professors  however  preached  frequently, 
and .  in  some  years  in  stated  rotation  with  others,  in  the 
village  church,  and  the  chapel  of  the  college  ;  the  control  of 
the  latter  service  being  in  the  hands  of  their  iriend  Precddent 
Ghreen. 

At  an  early  period  in  the  histc^y  of  the  institution,  a 
meeting  was  established  on  the  afbemoon  of  the  Sabbath,  for 
ihe  spiritual  edification  of  the  young  men,  and  was  main* 
tained  during  the  whole  life  of  these  professors ;  it  will  be 
remembered  by  hundreds  as  the  Oonference^  and  shall  be 
more  fully  noticed.  The  colloquial  addresses  which  they 
delivered  here  would  form  a  system  of  experimental  the- 
ology, if  they  could  be  recovered. 
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rUiST  TKA18  OF  PBOFESBOBSHIP — HEALTH — THXOLOGIOAL  8TnDIB8-*NTJM- 
BEB8 — ^nSOAX.  0ABB8 — ^BKYITAX  IK  OOLLBQB — ^PBBAOHINCI — SPDUTUAL 
OOUHSBLS — ^TIBeiNIA—- DB.  HOei — ^DOMBflTIO  HABITS. 

IK  the  early  years  of  his  life  as  a  professor^  Dr.  Alexander 
began  to  endnre  trials  in  regard  to  healthy  which  were 
destined  to  overhang  him  during  the  whole  middle  period  of 
his  actiyity.  Princeton,  a  place  proverbially  healthful,  so  as 
to  deserve  Witherspoon's  appellation,  as  the  Montpellier  of 
America,  is  nevertheless  like  that  salubrious  town  of  France 
exposed  to  the  sweep  of  angry  winds,  especially  about  the 
breaking  up  of  winter.  To  this  influence,  his  delicately 
sensitive  temperament  was  peculiarly  open.  The  east  winds 
of  March  and  April  harrowed  his  constitution,  and  produced 
a  train  of  most  distressing  symptoms,  chilliness,  nervous 
perturbation  and  dyspepsy.  At  this  time  began  that  morbid 
wakefulness,  which  kept  him  often  whole  nights  without 
refreshment.  He  became  thin  and  haggard,  and  except  in 
some  short  intervals  this  was  his  condition  for  many  years.  It 
was  however^more  a  general  malaise  than  a  serious  disability^ 
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by  which  he  was  haraflsed,  and  he  seldom  made  these  ail- 
ments a  reason  for  abstaining  from  daty,  either  at  home  or 
abroad.  Indeed  he  rather  sought  a  solace  in  more  intense 
occupation  of  mind,  which  in  turn  increased  and  perpetuated 
the  eviL  His  southern  firiends  began  to  ponder  on  these 
appearances.  **  I  have  ever  believed,"  wrote  the  Rev,  John 
H.  Bice,  ^^  that  your  present  situation  is  better  adapted  to 
your  habits  of  feeling  and  of  previous  study,  than  any  oth^ 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church;  and  have  regarded  you  as 
more  usefully  employed  than  any  other  man  in  our  society. 
Nothing  could  make  me  wish  a  removal,  selfish  as  I  am,  but 
a  r^ard  for  your  health — may  I  not  add  your  life.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  climate  suits  you.  If,  however,  you  could 
be  as  useftdly  placed  any  where  to  the  South,  I  should  think 
it  your  duty  to  remove  ;  or  if  it  were  certain  that  you  can- 
not for  want  of  health  discharge  or  sustain  the  duties  of  your 
office,  I  should  think  that  another  habitation  ought  to  be 
sought.  What  may  be  the  result  of  certaui  schemes  which 
I  now  have  in  view,  I  cannot  tell,  and  therefore  I  will  not 
communicate  them.''* 

This  was  the  time  of  his  arduous  labour  and  rapid  accu- 
mulation. With  a  restless  activity  he  pushed  his  inquiries 
fisir  beyond  the  field  of  his  prescribed  course,  which  was  suf- 
ficiently extensive.  From  this  time  forward  he  lost  no 
opportunity  of  procuring  every  accessible  volume  of  Latin 
theology,  belonging  to  the  German,  French,  Dutch  and 
Helvetic  schools ;  of  these  an  unusual  store  may  be  seen  on 

*  Bey.  John  H.  Bioe  to  Dr.  Alexander,  May  ^  1817. 
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tlM  dkdvesof  the  Seminaiy  coUeotion.'*  Nor  did  he  oonfine 
himaelf  to  dogmatic  or  pdemic  works,  but  read  hrgelj^  in 
the  departments  of  Oritioismt  and  Hermeneutics.  DntiDg  aH 
his  life  he  manifested  a  strong  turn  fer  langnageB,  whidi  was 
now  indulged  in  eonnection  with  his  exegetical  studies  and 
institictiona  His  careful  apidioation  to  tlM  Hebrew  and 
Qreek  texts  was  continued  a«  long  as  he  Uved.  He  assaulted 
the  Arabic,  but  as  he  said  with  little  proficiency.  La  E^piac 
he  made  further  advances ;  and  we  remember  the  lessons  in 
tiiis  language  which  he  gave  to  a  student  of  1819,  afterwards 
widely  known  as  the  Reverend  Thomas  Charltcm  Henry, 
D.  D.,  of  Charleston.  His  children  were  enlisted  in  the 
work  of  copying,  and  we  have  a  manuscript  on  Hebrew  Ar* 
ohsBology,  in  the  yet  unformed  hand  of  one  of  his  scms.  The 
reigning  controversies  of  the  day  awakened  his  lively  atten- 
tion, and  he  repeatedly  dipped  into  the  Greek  and  Roman 
classics,  and  even  into  works  on  mathematical  and  physioal 
science.  It  was  characteristic  of  his  habits  to  seek  meittal 
relaxation  in  a  change  oi  grave  studies,  rather  than  in  what 
is  denominated  light  reading,  and  for  many  years  nothing 

*  It  IB  with  ft  pcDfiye  interest  thftt  the  writer  remembers  hftving  noted  ftt 
Leyden,  for  the  entertainment  of  his  father,  the  series  of  portraits,  ezecnted 
'  in  the  beet  Dutch  style,  of  those  worthies,  in  learning  and  soienoe  as  well  as 
religion,  whose  names  he  had  so  often  heard  at  home ;  for  instance,  of  Joseph 
SeaUger,  6almasiQ%  HeiDehii^  Boerhaaye,  Wesseliiis,  CkNMMim^  Vnttichiii% 
Hoombeeok»  Van  Til,  three  of  the  family  of  Schnltoii^  Bohnkenins,  Harer- 
eamp^  Wyttenbach,  Wynpersse,  Van  Voorst,  Perizonins,  Witsioi^  Hemster- 
hnis,  De  Moor,  and  Scholtingins ;  also  of  Yorstius^  and  Arminins  and  Episco- 
piii%  side  by  side ;  information  which,  alas  I  neyer  came  to  the  ear  for  which 
it  was  intaoded. 
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was  more  oommon  than  to  find  his  evening  hours  spent  oyar 
some  ponderous  tome  of  the  seventeenth  centuiy.  His  pen 
was  constantly  in  activity,  and  we  have  been  astonished  at 
the  extent  to  which  he  made  compilations  and  digests  from 
standard  works  in  other  languages.  By  slow  degrees  his 
body  of  lectures  on  divinity  was  growing  into  shape ;  while, 
as  has  been  said,  he  preferred  on  many  accounts  to  express 
his  thoughts  in  the  lecture-room  in  the  unfettered  diction  of 
the  moment.  Neither  now  nor  at  any  later  period  was  he 
much  addicted  to  modem  fiction  or  modem  poetry.  Without 
being  a  politician  he  was  always  a  reader  on  politics,  thor- 
oughly acquainted  with  all  questions  of  American  states- 
manship, and  all  his  life  long  a  serious  and  diligent  student 
of  the  best  joumals ;  for,  like  Dr.  Axnold,  he  considered  ^^a 
newspaper  one  of  the  most  painful  and  solemn  studies  in  the 
world,  if  it  be  read  thoughtfully."  In  a  word,  every  thing 
showed  the  vigour  and  spring  of  a  manly  spirit,  making 
trial  of  its  best  and  as  yet  un wasted  energies. 

The  number  of  students  during  these  years  was  con- 
stantly on  the  increase.  The  matriculations  were  in  1812^ 
nine  ;  in  1813,  sixteen  ;  in  1814,  fifteen ;  in  1815,  twenty- 
two  ;  in  1816,  twenty-six ;  and  in  1817,  twenty-three. 
Among  these  were  some  who  are  living  as  ornaments  of  our 
own  and  other  churches,  including  two  bishops  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church,  in  Virginia  and  Ohio.  "  The  true 
heraldry  of  the  college,"  says  Chalmers,  "  is  her  sons."  The 
Princeton  Seminary  has  no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  her 
escutcheon.  Among  those  who  still  survive,  it  is  a  pleasing 
duty  to  name,  as  falling  within  this  period,  the  Bev.  Heniy  B. 
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Weed,  D.  D.,  of  Wheeling,  and  the  Bev.  Williani  Blain,  oS 
Hudaon  Presbytery,  two  of  the  first  three  alumni ;  ProfissBCMr 
Hooper,  d  the  Baptist  Church ;  the  Bev.  John  Barnard,  of 
New- York ;  the  Bev.  Dr.  Howe,  of  the  Beformed  Dutch 
Church ;  the  Bev.  Dr.  Swift,  of  Pittsburgh ;  the  Bev.  Dr. 
Bi^s,  of  Cincinnati ;  the  Bev.  Doctors  Henry,  Snodgrass, 
Chester,  Hodge,  Sprague  and  Magie,  and  Bishops  Johns  and 
Hcllvaine.  But  nearly  thirty  from  these  six  classes  are  no 
more  on  earth.  President  Chamberlain,  of  Oakland  College, 
belongs  to  this  number,  a  man  of  talents  and  energy,  who 
came  to  a  tragical  end.  Professor  Graham,  of  the  Union  The- 
ological Seminary  in  Virginia,  died  almost  at  the  same  time 
with  his  venerated  preceptor.  Lamed,  a  prodigy  of  early  elo- 
quence, whose  name  is  often  mentioned  with  those  of  White- 
field  and  Summerfield,  shone  brightly  for  a  few  years,  and 
then  closed  his  career,  in  New  Orleans.  Nevins,  of  Baltimore, 
will  never  be  forgotten  by  any  who  esteem  childlike  piety, 
united  to  genius,  wit,  and  oratorical  impression.  Newbold,  of 
1816,  was  the  first  of  a  long  catalogue,  who  devoted  them- 
selves to  foreign  missions ;  he  was  cut  down  while  meditating 
a  life  of  hard  service  on  the  frontiers  of  Bussia  and  Tartaiy. 
With  these,  and  with  all  his  students,  especially  while 
their  number  was  small,  Dr.  Alexander  maintained  the  most 
intonate  relations.  They  had  constant  access  to  his  fireside 
and  his  study ;  and  were  aided  by  him  in  their  pursuits,  and 
encouraged  to  propound  difficulties  and  scruples  for  his  reso- 
htion.  While  as  yet  there  was  no  church-scheme  for  the 
education  of  young  ministers,  a  certain  number  of  the  stn- 
d^ts  were  sustained  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of 
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cfamdiei  and  individxials ;  and  the  sums  for  this  purpose  to 
a  kige  extent  paised  through  his  hands.  Havmg  assumed 
this  lahoor  when  he  was  the  only  profesaor,  he  continiied  it 
to  the  dose  of  his  life.  As  the  numbers  increased,  and  as 
the  sums  came  in  irregularly  as  to  time  and  unequally 
as  to  amount,  the  administration  of  these  funds  became 
embanascBDg,  and  but  for  haUts  of  the  most  rigorous  exact- 
ness in  accounts  would  have  been  onerous  in  the  extreme. 
At  a  later  period  the  founding  of  sdiolarships,  and  tiie 
digested  plans  of  the  Assembly's  Board  of  Education,  jdaoed 
this  department  of  labour  on  a  surer  basis.  But  the  whole 
affidr  brought  the  professor  into  a  close  and  often  tender 
relation  to  deserving  youth,  who  confided  their  necessities 
to  him,  and  never  fiuled  to  find  in  him  a  gentle  and  sym^ 
pathizing  fiiend. 

In  this  connection  may  be  noticed  his  endeavours  to 
gather  a  library  for  the  institution.  At  first,  the  few  cart- 
loads of  old,  second-hand,  often  odd  vdiumes,  raked  together 
fiK)m  studies  and  garrets,  scarcely  deserved  the  name  of  a 
fflinrary.  We  well  remember  when  the  whole  cdlectionwas 
contained  in  the  professor's  study.  The  gift  <^  Waltcm's 
Pblyglott,  by  the  Bev.  Dr.  Green,  was  the  first  token  of  any 
thing  like  a  literary  apparatus.  In  later  days  the  munifi- 
cence of  Mr.  Lenox,  Dr.  Bprague,  Mr.  Agnew  and  the  Messrs. 
8tuarts,  has  caused  a  happy  change ;  but  it  is  still  to  be 
lamented  that  the  churches  at  laige  are  supine  upon  this 
important  subject.  Public  libraries  will  generally  be  the 
exponent  of  the  degree  of  scientific  and  literary  advance- 
ment in  a  Seminary.    The  liberality  of  donors  should  be 
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HiTxked  to  this  object  But  the  number  is  small  of  those 
wbo  estimate  the  necessity;  and  zeal  for  great  libfaiies 
always  infers  a  high  measure  of  literary  cnltivation«  In  re- 
gaid  to  this,  we  have  become  accmtomed  to  hecur  the  most 
narrow  and  grovdfing  opinions,  firom  the  lips  even  of  dergy- 
L  and  soHMdIed  schdars ;  as  if  the  only  intent  of  a  library 
I  to  formsh  pabulum  for  the  undeigraduates.  For  almost 
Cgrty  years  Dr.  Alexander  was  himself  the  librarian,  and  he 
never  relaxed  his  exertions  to  make  the  collection  more 
worthy  of  the  place  it  occupied. 

At  this  time,  it  must  be  remembered,  no  buildings  had 
been  ^?ected  for  the  use  (^  the  Seminary.  When  the  number 
of  students  became  too  great  to  be  accommodated  in  the 
houses  of  the  professors,  they  resorted  to  the  public  rooms  of 
the  Ooilege,  which,  as  well  as  the  library  of  that  institution, 
were  hospitably  thrown  open  for  their  use.  During  a  part 
cf  the  time,  also,  the  students  of  the  "two  seminaries,  and 
the  village  congregation  worshipped  together  in  the  old  col- 
lege chapel,  which  is  now  a  gallery  of  paintings ;  this  was 
when  the  Princeton  church  had  been  consumed  by  fire.  In 
this  {dace  Dr.  Alexander  delivered  many  impressive  dis^ 
courses,  which  are  remembered  by  persons  now  living.  At 
one  time  he  received  a  message  from  Dr.  Chalmers,  enjoining 
it  upon  him  to  r^ard  his  professorial  work  as  a  business  suf- 
ficient for  the  powers  of  any  one  man,  and  not  to  wear  out 
his  strength  with  preaching ;  but  such  was  the  demand  for 
his  pulpit  labours,  that  he  was  as  Uttle  able  to  abide  by  this 
rale,  as  was  Chalmers  himself,  when  afterwards  he  assumed 
the  dbaiT  of  instruction. 
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About  the  beginmng  of  the  year  1815^  there  was  a 
general  reHgioos  awakening  in  the  College  of  New  Jersej* 
^^ The  divine  influence" — we  use  the  language  of  Preodent 
Gkeen — ^'  seemed  to  descend  like  the  silent  dew  of  heaven ; 
and  in  about  four  weeks^  there  were  few  individuals  in  the 
collie  edifice  who  were  not  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
the  importance  of  spiritual  and  eternal  things  There  was 
scarcely  a  room — ^perhaps  not  one — which  was  not  a  place  of 
earnest  secret  devotion  1 "  More  than  forty  students  gave 
fiskVQuraUe  evidence  of  conversion.  Among  these  were  a 
number  who  afterwards  became  members  of  the  theologicid 
institution,  and  some  who  rose  to  eminence  in  the  ministry. 
Such  an  event  could  not  but  extend  its  marked  influence  to 
the  Seminary.  The  students  of  divinity  were  much  engaged 
in  labours  and  prayer  among  the  youth  of  the  coUege^  and  a 
oorreq>onding  solemnity  and  tenderness  were  spread  over 
both  bodies.  Dr.  Alexander  and  his  colleague  were  laig^ 
engaged  in  rendering  aid  to  Dr.  Green,  by  repeated  ser- 
mons and  exhortations,  and  still  more  by  private  counsels,  to 
such  as  were  affected  with  their  earliest  spiritual  distresses 
and  joys.  It  was  a  period  never  to  be  forgotten  by  those 
who  witnessed  its  remarkaUe  impressions  and  transforma- 
tions. Though  a  still  greater  revival  had  occurred  in  the 
preceding  c^itury,  there  has  been  none  so  extensively  a£foct- 
ing  the  coUege  in  any  later  year.  After  this,  as  ftom  time 
to  time  the  churches  of  New  Jersey  and  the  bordering  states 
were  visited  with  similar  refreshings,  the  seminary  professors 
were  accustomed  with  gladness  to  give  permission  to  their 
students,  to  visit  these  scenes  of  grace,  fot  the  increase  ef 
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Hmr  experimental  knowledge,  as  wdl  as  for  the  exeroise  of 
their  gifts.  They  also  made  preaching  excursions  them- 
selyes,  as  far  as  their  home  labours  aUowed ;  and  at  such 
times,  and  more  ftequenily  at  sacramental  gatherings,  Dr. 
Alexander  was  wont  to  break  forth  in  warm  and  melting 
harangues,  not  inferior  to  the  bursting  effusions  of  his  youth. 
For  notwithatanding  the  increasing  delicacy  of  his  health, 
he  could  endure  an  extraordinary  amount  of  labour  and  ex- 
citement ;  and  he  certainly  never  seemed  so  happy  or  so 
much  raised  above  himself  as  when  amidst  listening  crowds 
lie  was  proclaiming  the  boundless  riches  of  salvation. 

It  was  durmg  this  lapse  of  years  that  he  began  to  be 
widely  known  as  a  spiritual  adviser,  and  to  be  consulted  by 
distressed  minds,  on  cases  of  conscience  and  other  spiritual 
griefe.  Without  ever  seeking  this — ^for  he  always  seemed  to 
assume  the  place  of  an  adviser  with  reluctance — ^he  continued 
all  his  life  to  exercise  great  influence,  perhaps  his  chief  in-> 
fluence,  in  this  quiet  department  of  Christian  service.  For 
such  work  he  was  eminently  fitted  by  his  singular  caution 
and  wisdom,  his  personal  trials  of  heart,  his  deep  acquaint- 
ance with  the  inward  workii^  of  grace,  his  sensibility  and 
tenderness  in  regard  to  the  afflicted,  and  his  characteristic 
aecresy  and  silence  about  all  that  was  confided  to  him.  Oases 
of  this  sort  were  constantly  arising  among  his  own  pupils, 
and  those  who  had  lately  been  such.  As  he  advanced  in 
life,  these  confidential  applications,  both  in  person  and  by 
letter,  were  surprisingly  increased,  until  the  labour  became 
almost  burdensome.  But  it  was  undoubtedly  by  this  very 
means,  noiseless  and  unobtrusive  as  it  was,  rather  than  by 
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fiiniiaL  teachmg,  hj  Bermons,  or  by  aiithonbip>  tbat  he  ba3fc 
up  that  ohaiaoter  and  attained  that  inflaence,  which  were 
80  onirerBally  leoognifled  in  the  church.  He  Uves  now,  in 
the  menMny  of  great  numbers^  eepeoiaUy  of  the  d^rgy,  as 
aninently  a  wise  counsellor  and  a  s^niitual  guide.  In  r^aid 
to  such  communications,  his  retkencjr  was  almost  eztraBO, 
and  of  his  laige  correspondence  on  such  topics,  he  committed 
evay  Testige  to  the  flames. 

While  we  are  alluding  io  his  influence  in  the  Presbjtman 
CSunoh,  some  other  particulars  merit  a  passing  notice.  It 
was  not  yet  by  written  works,  fer  his  career  <^  publication 
had  not  yet  commenced.  The  mouldiog  power  which  he 
was  already  b^inning  to  wield,  and  whidi  has  neirer  been 
denied  even  by  those  who  viewed  it  with  dissatisfaotkni, 
operated  in  more  silent  ways ;  by  the  truth  communicated 
ta  hiB  successive  classes,  and  the  impre6si<H:is  left  on  thdr 
dutracter ;  by  a  large  and  valuable  correspondence,  the  veiy 
delicacy  of  which  has  jurevented  its  appearance  more  laigety 
in  these  pages ;  by  ministerial  visits,  and  in  his  more  active 
years  by  journeys;  by  the  weight  of  opinion  and  argu- 
ment  in.  church-courts,  and  by  the  perpetual  fi>roe  of  his 
evangdical  preaching,  in  which  he  never  relazed  till  the  very 
end. 

The  year  1817  broi^ht  to  him  a  singular  gratification,  in 
a  visit  firom  his  venerated  frigid,  the  Bev.  Moses  Hoge,  D.  D. 
The  Ufe  of  Dr.  Hoge  belongs  so  much  to  the  histofy  of  the 
Sooihem  Church,  that  we  feel  justified  madding  to  what  has 
ilready  been  said  some  particulars  from  another  manuscript, 
^lloaes  Hoge  was  the  son  of  a  very  intelligent,  orthodox  and 
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piolis  fitfneiry  Mfho  q)ent  1^  eadj  part  of  his  life  in  Pem^ 
nif^wttfai&theboimdBof  thePhiladdphiaProsbT^^  With 
tkiB  aged  man  tiie  writer^  when  yeiy  young,  was  providentially 
lad  into  an  aoqnaintanca  TiaveUi^  in  1791,  he  had  the 
nuafinrtnne  to  have  bis  horse  badly  fbondered,  and  was  left  by 
hiB  oompany  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Solomon  Hoge,  in  Frederick 
Oounty,  Yirginia,  with  whom  the  old  gentleman  then  lived 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years.  Nearly  the  whole 
of  several  days  was  spent  in  listening  to  Mr.  Hoge's  explana- 
tion of  his  views  on  a  number  o£  points  in  theology ;  and 
the  wiitCT  ean  dedare  that  he  never  in  any  equal  time,  as  he 
now  thinks,  derived  so  much  light  as  from  this  aged  former. 
He  told  me,  that  when  grown  to  manhood  he  deliberately 
and  seriously  sat  down  and  w^it  throu^  the  Westminster 
Oenfession  of  Faith,  to  see  whether  the  doctrines  were 
fiwmded  in  Scripture;  and  after  a  careful  examinatioii of 
tihis  fermulary,  he  was  able  to  adopt  the  whole,  ae  indeed  the 
troths  tao^t  in  the  Woid  of  God.  He  was  often  present 
at  the  meetings  of  the  Philadelphia  Presbytery.  His  judg- 
m^t  in  regard  to  most  of  the  members  was  not  very 
fitvourable  ;  the  individual  whom  he  valued  most  was  a  Mr. 
Wilsoii,  whom  he  said  the  others  were  continually  persecu- 
ting on  some  account  or  other.  The  Piesbyterian  Church 
waa  that  in  whkh  Mr.  Hoge  had  been  bom,  baptized  and 
educated,  and  with  which  he  first  joined  in  communion ;  and 
in  this  he  ccmtinued,  untQ  the  Synod  passed  the  act  called 
the  ^  Adopting  Act,'  which  indulged  such*  persons  as  were 
senqHiloiis  in  regard  to  certain  articles  to  express  tiieir  ex- 
c^ticoa  to  the  Presbytery,  who  wete  pennitted  to  fioense  and 
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oidain,  if  they  judged  the  matter  not  to  be  of  essential  im* 
portance.  When  this  act  was  passed,  it  gave  great  dissatis- 
&ction,  and  some,  the  number  of  whom  cannot  be  deter- 
mined, left  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  joined  the  Seceders, 
who  were  then  b^^ning  to  laise  their  standard.  Among 
these  was  Mr.  Hoge.  This  fiict,  so  &r  as  my  recollection 
serves  me,  was  not  communicated  to  me  by  the  old  gentie- 
man,  but  by  his  son  the  Bev.  Dr.  lEogQ.  And  I  am  certain 
that  when  the  communication  was  made,  I  had  never  heard 
of  such  an  Act,  nor  could  ever  obtain  sight  of  it  until  the 
last  minutes  of  the  Old  Synod  were  published  a  few  years 
since. 

'^  Moses  Hoge  was  considerably  advanced  in  manhood 
when  he  commenced  the  study  of  the  Latin  language ;  but 
by  diligence  and  assiduous  application  he  made  up  toi  the 
losi^of  early  instruction.  Nor  had  his  mind  previously  been 
left  uncultivated.  Being  of  a  sedate  and  studious  turn  he 
read  many  books,  by  whidi  his  understanding  was  strength- ' 
ened  and  enriched  with  various  knowledge.  It  has  often 
happened,  as  we  have  seen  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Graham  him- 
self, that  a  late  commencement  of  classical  studies  does  not 
result  in  an  imperfect  or  superficial  schcdarship.  He  became 
an  accurate  and  profound  scholar,  and  acquired  a  perfection 
of  mental  discipline  to  which  very  few  attain.  Having  laid 
a  good  foundation  in  Latin  and  Ghreek,  he  res(»rted  to  the 
academy  of  Mr.  Graham,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  wiA 
inde&tigable  industry,  and  exhibited  that  purity,  meekness 
and  devotedness  of  Christian  character,  which  concilialed 
the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.    Here,  also,  under  Mr. 
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Graham's  direction,  lie  studied  divinity,  and  was  in  due  time 
licensed  to  preach  the  (Jospel  hy  the  Preshytery  of  Hanover, 
then  the  only  one  in  Virginia. 

^^  Although  Mr.  Hoge's  talents  were  of  the  first  order, 
and  his  knowledge  was  accurate  and  extensive,  he  had  a  poor 
delivery.  His  voice  was  husky  and  irr^ular  in  its  intona- 
tions, and  the  muscles  of  his  £stce  were  subject  to  a  peculiar 
and  visible  excitement  while  he  was  speaking.  When,  there- 
fore, he  obtained  licensure,  he  did  not  seek  any  conspicuous 
situation.  He  went  and  spent  some  time  under  the  roof  of 
the  Bev.  Dr.  Waddel,  then  the  most  celebrated  pulpit  orator 
in  Virginia.  What  benefit  he  derived  from  intercourse  with 
this  great  and  good  man  is  not  known,  but  it  is  certain  that 
he  ever  afterwards  entertained  for  him  the  highest  veneration 
and  the  greatest  admiration  of  his  talents.  Indeed,  Dr. 
Waddel  excelled  in  private  conversation  as  much  as  in  the 
pulpit,  and  was  always  ready  to  disclose  his  own  views  and 
sentiments  to  young  students  and  ministers  with  the  utmost 
freedom.  , 

^^  Wishing  to  be  useful  in  conveying  the  precious  message 
of  the  Gk)spel  to  the  destitute,  Mr.  Hoge  had  his  attention 
directed  to  a  part  of  the  country  cm  the  South  Branch  of  the 
Potomac,  where  was  a  tract  of  very  fertile  land,  and  where  a 
number  of  Presbyterian  families  had  settled,  but  where  no 
minister  of  the  Gbspel  had  ever  resided.  Here  he  laboured 
assiduously  for  several  years,  in  the  study  and  in  the  pulpit. 
It  was  his  habit  to  write  every  sermon  and  commit  it  to 
memory.  At  first  he  cultivated  an  elegant  and  rather 
flowery  style  ;  but  finding  that  he  thus  shot  over  the  heads 
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of  ld»  peopk)  some  of  irlMitn  were  of  Gonnaa  deecmi,  %aA 
impefrfeotly  ocqnaiiited  with  the  Englkh  langtuigey  he 
changed  his  maimer  of  preaching  so  as  to  aeeommodate  hiaft* 
sdf  to  the  oqiaoity  of  his  heaven.  In  this  sequestered 
gitnation^  Mr.  Hoge  was  deprived  of  all  literary  and  refined 
society,  and  was  very  &x  removed  fix>m  his  brethren  in  the 
ministry,  and  from  the  meetings  of  the  Presbytery,  whidi  he 
nevaiiheless  felt  it  to  be  his  doty  to  att^id.  An  opening  [for 
ranoval]  oconrred  at  Shepherdstown,  in  Berkdey  Connty, 
by  the  dismission  of  the  Bev.  John  McEnig^t  to  Pennsylva- 
nia. The  congregaticm  at  Shepherdstown  was  small,  bat 
intdlig^it  and  highly  respectaUe.  He  had,  however,  to 
oome  after  a  man  much  admired  for  pdpit  eloquenoe.  Mr. 
McEn^it  composed  his  serm(ms  with  great  care,  and  after 
committing  them  to  m^nory,  delivered  them  in  a  very  pleas- 
ing and  animated  manner.  As  to  mere  elocution,  Mr.  Hoge 
li^  immeasurably  behind  his  predecessor ;  but  he  possessed 
qualities  which  in  the  esteem  ot  judicious  men  mcnre  than 
compensated  for  his  want  of  eloquence.  He  had  a  pure  and 
ardent  spirit  of  piety,  and  always  fed  his  flock  with  sound 
evai^eUcal  truth,  thoroughly  digested  and  {prepared  before  it 
was  exhibited.  He  had  also  an  invaluable  halat  of  watdiing 
for  opportunities  to  be  useM.  Into  whatsoever  company  he 
came,  he  always  aimed  to  say  something  which  he  hoped 
would  be  useful  Shepherdstown  was  at  that  time  under 
the  care  of  tho  Oariisle  Presbytery,  but  Mr.  Hoge  was  a 
member  of  the  Lexington  Presbytery.  He  received,  there- 
fore, from  the  former  body,  a  letter  inquiring  by  what 
authority  he  occupied  a  vacant  ocsigregation  under  their 
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oaie,  wittioitt  thur  penxusBion.  Mr.  Hoge  wrote  book  a 
letter  replete  with  Ohristian  fbeling  and  good  sense,  andindth 
■ome  gprinkliiig  of  frit  He  contiimed,  however,  in  oonnec<- 
iion  with  the  Lexington  Presbytery,  to  which  were  annexed, 
some  time  after,  all  the  chnrches  in  the  Valley  south  of  the 
Potomac. 

'^  Mr.  Hoge  remained  in  this  place  until  the  year  1807, 
irbffa  he  received  an  invitation  to  become  president  of  Hamp- 
den Sidney  College,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days.  Soon  after  his  removal  to  that  place  the  germ  of  the 
theological  school  was  formed,  and  he  was  appointed  profes* 
sor  of  theology  by  the  Hanover  Presbytery ;  and  a  number 
of  young  men  had  the  privilege  of  receiving  his  instructions 
in  thedogy.  This  was  the  origin  of  the  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  which  has  since  risen  to  importance,  chiefly  by 
the  unwearied  exertions  of  the  Bev.  John  H.  Qice,  D.  D. 

'^  In  the  year  1810,  Mr.  SogQ  was  honoured  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  by  the  College  of  New  Jersey. 
On  account  of  his  extreme  modesty  in  r^a(4  ,to  his  own 
attainments,  this  was  quite  unexpected,  but  it  has  seldom 
fiiQen  on  one  who  more  truly  deserved  it.  His  sucOess  in  con- 
ducting the  college  was  equal  to  any  reasonable  expectations. 
The  institution  bdng  ahnost  entirely  without  funds,  and 
having  fidlen  into  much  irregularity  as  to  the  usual  order 
of  classes,  gave  some  difficulties  to  one  who  had  himself 
never  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  going  regularly  through  a 
ooUege  course. 

'^As  a  preacher.  Dr.  Hoge  was  much  admired  by  spiritual 
and  judicious  persons.  Men  who  had  never  been  accustomed 
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to  Preflbyterian  preaching,  attended  with  delist  on  Hb 
ministiy.  Among  these  was  the  late  eloqn^it  out  eecentiic 
John  Bandolph  ;  who  about  this  time  had  come  under 
serious  impressions  of  religion.  Mr.  Bandolph  courted  the 
acquaintance  of  Dr.  Hoge,  and  entered  freely  into  conveisa- 
tion  with  him.  During  this  period  of  his  life,  Dr.  Hogd 
preached  without  writing  his  sermons,  and  commonly  without 
much  previous  study;  but  he  pursued  trains  of  thought 
which  had  become  familiar  to  him.  The  charm  of  his  preach- 
ing was  the  strong  genuine  feeling  by  which  he  appeared  to 
be  actuated  in  all  that  he  stud ;  giving  himself  up  to  Back 
sentiments  as  at  the  moment  rose  in  his  mind  ;  and  his  pious 
emotions  during  utterance  were  often  exceedingly  strong. 
But  he  was  never  hurried  by  his  feelings  into  any  thing  like 
rant  or  extravagance.  He  never  lost  the  balance  of  his 
inind,  but  preserved  that  sobriety  and  solemnity  which  are 
always  wanting  where  extraordinary  excitement  takes  place. 
He  was  fond  of  casuistical  preaching,  aiming  by  nice  dis- 
criminating marks  to  remove  the  perplexities  and  doubts 
which  he  found  to  be  common  among  the  good  people  of  the 
region  where  he  now  laboured.  Perhaps  he  carried  these 
searching  disquisitions  too  &r,  and  multiplied  the  evidences 
of  sincerity  too  mucL  All  who  were  acquainted  with  Dr. 
Hoge  admitted  that  they  had  never  known  a  man  whose 
whole  character  both  as  a  Christian  and  a  minister  was  more 
unexceptionable  and  consistent.  He  seemed  habitually  to 
retain  on  his  mind  a  sense  of  the  Divine  presence,  and  was 
ever  ready  to  engage  in  the  most  spiritual  conversation.  He 
was  condescending  and  patient  in  dealing  with  the  most 
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ignomnt  who  wi0hed  for  instnution,  and  seldom  lost  an 
cqpportniuiy  o£  addieesii^  a  word  ci  instroction  or  exhortation 
to  any  servant  who  might  be  waiting  on  him.  He  seldom 
met  with  ill  treatment  fix»n  any,  and  never  indulged  in 
aogiy  or  reaentM  feeling&  In  regard  to  the  things  of  this 
wcnrld,  I  never  knew  a  man  more  indifferent.  Indeed  he  did 
not  snffer  his  mind  to  be  harassed  with  cares  of  this  kind. 
During  a  large  part  of  his  life  his  salary  was  very  small,  but 
he  was  c(mtented  in  every  condition,  and  trusted  in  Provi- 
dence amidst  all  circumstances.  He  mig^t  indeed  have  turned 
his  attention  to  farming,  as  was  the  practice  of  most  of  his 
brethren  in  Virginia.  But  he  had  set  out  with  the  determi- 
nation to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  work  of  the  ministry, 
trusting  Providence  for  a  support ;  and  he  advised  all  young 
clergymen  who  consulted  him,  to  pursue  the  same  course. 
He  however  never  censured  such  as  did  otherwise.  While 
preodeat,  he  suffered  no  young  man  who  was  seddng  the 
ministry  to  go  away  for  want  of  support.  To  aU  pious  youth 
his  purse  and  his  house  were  open,  and  he  treated  them  with 
all  ihe  kindness  of  a  flither  and  all  the  feaniliarity  of  a  fiiend 
or  a  brother.  His  influence  on  young  men  was  exceedin^^ 
salutary.  When  he  found  them  self-confid^t  and  dogmati- 
oal,  he  would  not  attempt  to  repress  this  disposition  in  any 
other  way  than  by  free  discussion,  and  by  diowing  them 
difficulties  in  their  own  theories,  which  probably  had  never 
occurred  to  them. 

^  ^  Though  his  health  had  been  declining  for  some  time,  Dr. 
Hoge  was  induced,  in  the  year  1817,  to  undertake  a  journey 
to  the  north.    He  had  a  particular  desire  to  meet  once  in 

26 
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Ufl  life  with  the  Amerioan  BiUe  Society,  for  which  insti- 
tution  he  had  a  high  r^ard.  As  he  could  also  attend  the 
General  Assembly  as  a  commissioner,  and  visit  friends  tiiat 
were  dear  to  him  at  Princeton,  he  determined  to  venture, 
weak  as  he  was  ;  and  at  first  it  seemed  as  if  his  health  would 
be  benefited  by  the  joomey.  He  attended  the  anniversaries 
at  New- York  in  the  beginning  of  May,  and  then  on  his 
retom  stopped  at  Princeton,  where  he  spent  several  days  in 
cheerfiil  and  nseftd  conversation  with  an  old  friend.  He 
seemed  to  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  place  and  its  important 
institutions,  and  especially  felt  himself  to  be  on  hallowed 
ground,  when  he  reflected  that  the  ashes  of  Burr,  Edwards, 
Davies,  Witherspoon  and  &nith  were  deposited  in  the  ceme- 
tery.  It  was  an  object  of  special  desire  with  him  to  visit  the 
tombs  of  these  eminent  men,  to  whom  the  Presbyterian 
Ohurch  is  so  much  indebted.  But  soon  after  his  arrival  in 
Princeton,  there  came  on  a  cold  eastern  rain  which  continued 
for  several  days.  He  went  out  in  this  inclement  time,  and 
stood  long  enough  to  read  all  the  Latin  epitaphs,  some  of 
which  are  long.  This  imprudence,  if  it  may  be  so  called, 
was  the  occasion  of  his  death. 

^^  The  writer  accompanied  him  to  Philadelphia,  and  the 
first  night  was  spent  in  Trenton,  where,  at  the  earnest  request 
of  several  persons.  Dr.  Hoge  preached  in  the  church  by 
candle-light.  Very  little  opportunity  was  offered  for  giving 
notice,  except  by  the  ringing  of  the  church-belL  The  ser- 
mon was  on  Bomans  z.  9  ;  and  I  see  that  a  discourse  on 
that  text  has  been  published  from  his  manuscripts ;  no 
•doubt  the  same  in  substance  which  he  then  preached.    Soon 
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after  amvmg  in  Philadelphia  he  was  seized  with  a  typhus 
fever,  fiom  an  attack  of  which  he  had  recovered  but  a  short 
time  before  leaving  home.  His  illness  continued  several 
weeks,  so  that  there  was  opportunity  to  send  for  his  wife 
and  his  son  Thomas,  a  jphysician,  both  of  whom  arrived  before 
his  decease.  There  was  nothing  remarkable  in  the  exercises 
of  his  mind,  but  a  calm  submission  to  the  will  of  his  heavenly 
Father,  and  a  kind  and  grateftd  feeling  to  aU  around  him. 
His  disease  was  attended  with  much  languor  and  debility, 
which  could  not  but  affect  his  spirits,  and  prevented  that 
cheerful  animation  which  was  common  in  health.''*^ 

It  has  often  been  observed  with  justice,  that  though  Dr. 
Alexander  had  removed  fix>m  his  native  state,  he  never  lost 
influence  there.  Until  his  last  breath,  he  was  intensdy  a 
Virginian ;  and  nothing  more  kindled  his  restless  eye,  or 
animated  his  nervously  mobile  frame,  or  called  out  his  col- 
loquial fires,  than  any  occasion  for  vindicating  the  honour  of 
the  ^^old  col6ny  and  dominion,''  as  the  ancient  writs  have  it. 
In  return,  his  opinions  continued  to  have  much  weight  in  the 
Yiiginia  churches.  More  than  once  they  sought  to  win  him 
back  to  their  bosom.  In  numerous  instances,  of  which  the 
precise  dates  are  unfortunately  lost  to  us,  he  made  visits  to 
this  beloved  region,  preaching  everywhere,  renewing  the 
fijendships  cf  his  youth,  mingling  with  the  immense  gather- 
ings, who,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  land,  met  or 
Mlowed  him  at  sacraments,  presbyteries  and  synods,  and 
thus  keeping  up  the  connection  to  which  he  owed  so  much  of 
his  active  usefhlness.    It  needs  scarcely  be  said  to  those  who 

•  M&  lilB  of  the  R6T.  WiUim  Gnham. 
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knew  him,  that  as  it  regards  his  judgmeats,  feeHngs,  aad 
policy,  he  was  unifoimly  reckoned,  in  eveiy  good  sense,  a 
Southern  rather  than  ft  Northern  man.  More  especially  in 
his  abhorrence  of  extreme  and  fanatical  abolitiomsm,  he  never 
bated  a  jot ;  having  constantly  and  firmly  predicted  its  de- 
gradation into  infidelity,  which  has  now  become  patent  to 
the  woild. 

For  evidence  of  the  strong  hdd  which  he  continued  to 
have  upon  his  Mends  in  Virginia,  we  need  only  advert  to 
some  transactions  which  are  brought  to  light  by  his  corres- 
pondence, though  never  made  the  subject  of  his  ccmversa- 
tion.  In  1820,  he  was  again  elected  President  of  Hampden 
Sidney  College.  The  congregation  of  Cumbezland  simultane- 
oufily  tendered  to  him  a  call  to  become  their  pastor,  with  the 
undeistanding  that  he  wbs  also  to  preach  at  the  Cdlege 
church  and  at  Briery.  Immediately  after  this,  the  Synod 
of  Virginia  chose  him  their  professor  of  Theology.  These 
o£Eers  he  declined.^ 

A  glance  at  his  domestic  habits  during  this  period  will 
not  be  here  out  of  place ;  and  what  is  to  be  said  may  be 
taken  as  applicable,  with  certain  obvious  modifications,  to  a 
number  of  preceding  and  foUowing  years.  He  was  now 
between  forty  and  fifty,  slender  in  person,  clear  in  complex- 
ion, vrith  a  sli^t  silverii^  of  his  abundant  brown  hair.  His 
body  was  open  to  sudden  impulses,  seldom  long  at  rest,  and 
prone  to  moti<His  and  gestures  which  vrere  highly  animated 
and  expressive,  rather  than  graceful  Like  most  new-comers 
ftom  a  city,  he  for  a  time  devoted  himself  to  horticultine, 

*  Letter  oi  OoL  SMniiel  Yeaeble^  Oetobar  28^  isao. 
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Imi  it  never  gained  his  heart,  and  he  pnmied  it  leis 
than  even  his  ra^cted  ooUeagne,  who  likewifle  Ml  (^  in  hie 
zeaL  He  ivaa  ahrays  an  earlj  nadr,  and  the  older  inhabit* 
ants  of  Princeton  bear  in  mind  his  frequent  long  walks  with 
his  three  elder  sons,  who  were  then  little  boys.  He  bng 
retained  his  yonthfiil  fondness  for  a  horse,  and  indulged 
moderatdy  in  ridiog  and  driving.  Sometimes  visiting  the 
oea  side,  he  used  to  vaont  that  he  could  swim  as  boldly  as 
when  he  was  a  child.  His  delist  was  in  his  fiunily.  Afisr 
being  deq>ly  absorbed  in  study  or  teaching,  he  would  oome 
in,  full  of  animation  and  ready  to  relax  at  the  fireside.  It 
was  always  his  custom — a  most  delightfol  one  for  all  about 
Um — ^to  pour  out  the  ftalness  of  his  thoughts  upon  all  that 
isteiested  him,  at  the  table  and  in  the  domestic  group. 
Coming  firom  his  newspaper,  his  book,  his  class,  from  visits, 
church  or  joumeyy  he  gave  forth  a  perpetual  and  vhradons 
flow  of  infimnation.  Nothing  had  escaped  his  eye,  and 
nothing  even  of  details  seemed  to  be  withheld  in  his  narra* 
ttve,  yet  without  tedium  or  repetition.  These  daily  conver- 
sations were  the  chief  entortainment  of  his  life,  as  they  are 
the  most  delightful  recollections  of  his  household.  Throuj^ 
his  whole  life  his  house  was  mudi  frequ  rated  by  guests,  but 
at  this  pmod,  though  his  quarters  were  never  so  strait,  he 
was  most  visited  from  abroad.  GUving  a  hearty  welcome, 
and  most  elated  when  his  table  was  fullest,  he  gave  himself 
little  care  as  to  display  or  feshioa  Many  who  may  read  these 
notices  will  recur  with  a  melancholy  pleasure  to  the  dqm 
and  weeks  idiich  they  have  passed  un^er  his  simple  but 
hospitaUe  roof    He  was  addicted  to  saored  music,  and  as 
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both  he  and  Mre.  Alexander  were  gifted  with  cdear  and 
pleasing  vcHces,  the  hours  of  fiunily  intercourse  wece  enKven- 
ed  by  .many  a  psalm  and  sacred  song.  When  such  men  as 
Dr.  John  H.  Bice,  or  Dr.  Finley,  or  Dr.  Janeway,  were  added 
to  the  circle,  the  conyersation  took  a  higher  flight,  and  we 
remember  in  his  fireside  discourses  of  that  day  a  yehemence 
and  impressiveness,  which  were  wanting,  except  at  some 
&youred  moments,  in  his  later  years.  In  all  that  regards 
the  indulgence  of  the  table,  he  was  firugal  and  plain  in  his 
tastes,  and  happily  t^nperate  without  any  thing  like  dietetic  • 
rigour. 

Nothing  more  characterized  him  than  his  fondness  finr 
communicating  instruction,  on  eyery  subject,  eyen  the  most 
elementary,  within  his  reach.  It  might  be  the  alphabet,  or 
Hebrew  and  Syriac  grammar,  or  geometry  and  suryeying,  in 
which  he  was  fully  yersed,  or  metaphysics ;  he  was  unwearied 
and  delighted,  if  (Hily  he  had  willing  learners ;  and  he  had 
the  art  of  making  eyery  learner  willing.  Though  he  sent 
his  boys  to  school,  always  giying  his  suffiage  fi>r  the  day* 
school  method,  he  was  constantly  teaching  his  children. 
Eyery  one  of  them  receiyed  firom  him,  and  comm(»dy  on  his 
knee,  ,the  rudimwts  of  spelling,  aritimietic,  geography, 
algebra,  gecmetry,  and  the  classic  languages.  He  would 
pass  hours  in  a  day  giying  lessons  in  the  alphabet ;  breaking 
off  a  hundred  times,  as  he  obsenred  the  first  symptom  of 
weariness.  For  in  regard  both  to  himself  and  others,  he 
acted  on  Shakspeare's  adage,  '^  No  profit  grows,  where  is  no 
jdeasure  taken.""  Eyery  comer  of  the  house  was  occujAed  by 
bits  of  paper,  fiying  like  sibylline  leayes,  and  coyered  with 
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and  decorated  with  bold  but  most  unartistic  diawings  of 
beasts,  biids  and  houses.  As  the  little  ones  got  on  to  the 
dead  langnages,  which,  on  his  plan,  was  very  early,  snnflar 
papers  contained  lists  of  Latin  words ;  these  w^re  to  be 
committed  to  memory ;  and  in  the  case  of  one  son,  the 
number  of  such  words  amounted  to  thousands.  He  quoted 
with  approval  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Witherspoon,  who  in 
jMiesbyterial  trials  used  to  examine  the  candidates  on  ^  voca- 
Ues'  rather  than  on  translation  of  YxhAb.  These  avocations 
were  confined  to  no  hours.  It  might  seem  strange  how  he 
could  endure  the  interruption  ;  but  it  was  his  peculiarity 
that  he  seemed  incapable  of  being  interrupted.  Except  in 
hours  of  devotion,  his  study  was  always  free  to  Ins  children, 
even  the  youngest ;  noise  made  no  difference ;  their  books 
and  toys  were  on  his  floor;  and  two  or  three  would  be 
clambering  upon  him,  while  he  was  handling  a  foEo  or  had 
the  pen  in  his  hand.  In  times  of  health  and  spirits,  his 
manner  of  playing  with  his  children  was  amusingly  romi»ng 
and  even  boisterous,  and  he  threw  them  about  with  a 
qajghtiiness  which  often  extorted  a  momentary  cry  of  fear 
or  pain.  To  this  may  be  ascribed  the  unusual  freedom 
which  they  always  had  in  his  presence,  but  which  was 
checked  in  a  moment  when  he  grew  sudd^y  sad  or  grave, 
as  was  often  the  case.  Before  dismismng  the  matt^  of 
family  training,  we  ou^t  to  menticm  his  constant  and  ani- 
mated conversations  with  his  children.  It  was  his  solace,  at 
hcHue  and  by  the  way.  Without  the  dightest  appearance 
of  plan,  but  with  an  easy  and  spontaneous  flow,  he  was, 
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during  some  hoots  of  enreiy^ny,  p<nraig  fartk  a  fltMan  of 
ti8efiil  infonnatiKHi,  oa  all  subjoots,  bat  dhi^y  ob  sdigicm. 
The  whole  wealth  of  hiB  extei^ded  reading  and  obeervatkui 
seemed  at  one  time  or  another  to  be  distiUed  in  theee  familiar 
interviews.  All  the  romantic  and  stirring  events  of  his  eariy 
monntain  life^  the  tales  of  Indian  massacres,  to  whkh  his 
grandmother  had  fallen  a  victim,  his  jonm^  in  new  coipi* 
tries,  and  his  schoolboy  days,  came  in  for  their  share,  He 
excelled  in  graphic  narration,  and  attracted  the  attrition  of 
gnests  and  slarangers,  even  when  directly  addressing  himadf 
to  babes.  As  soon  as  a  child  could  comprehend  the  sobjaot^ 
he  began  with  the  beantiM  stories  of  die  BiUe,  and  repeated 
them  again  and  again,  until  the  little  ones  were  per&otly  ac- 
quainted with  th^DQ  long  before  they  could  make  use  of 
books.  It  was  a  common  thing  for  his  hearers  to  be  melted 
to  tears.  This  natural  and  extraordinary  gift  led  him  to 
indulge  in  biblical  narrative  in  the  pulpit,  to  a  degree  which 
we  believe  to  be  uncommon,  and  gave  a  singular  attrsetioii 
to  certain  discourses,  especially  on  the  parables  and  mirafttoa 
of  our  Lord.  For  the  same  reaffon  his  addresses  and  sermons 
to  children  were  incomparably  winning,  and  his  laboon  in 
this  kind  w^re  sought  for,  far  and  near,  much  beyond  his 
alxlity  of  supply.  Without  trying  to  speak  in  numosyllableB, 
as  if  these  were  more  intelligiUe  than  bnger  words,  he  air 
ways  made  himself  perfectly  inteUigiUe  to  the  humblest 
capacity. 

Here  it  gives  us  great  pleasmre  to  insert  the  testimony  of 
a  vmerable  servant  of  GK)d,  the  Bev.  Dr.  Sunuel  B.  Wilson^ 
late  Professor  of  Theology  in  the  Unkm  Theological  Qem^ 
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rmrj.  Tk&  ineideiiii  wbioh  he  xelates  oome  wUbin  the 
peciod  of  whicH  we  have  been  tieating.  ^'  In  October,  1816> 
tiie  Synod  dP  Yiigiiua  sat  in  FredoickBbmg  :— *Dr.  Akx* 
aader  oame  on  ftom  Princeton,  to  meet  Ins  biethien  in  ^ 
ministry  there.  To  these  brethren,  the  companions  and 
ftilow-Iabourers  of  his  early  days,  he  was  strongly  attached. 
According  to  the  onstom  of  Synod,  there  was  preaching  every 
day  and  every  night  during  the  meeting.  The  congregations 
were  laige,  attentive,  imd  deeply  interested  in  the  services. 
The  Superior  Oonrt  was  in  session  there  at  the  same  time, 
and  drew  together  a  large  collection  of  men  distinguished  &r 
their  intdligence. 

^'  The  fame  of  Dr.  Alexander  had  gone  before  him,  as  a 
superior  preacher,  and  a  man  occupying  the  highest  station 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Ghreat  anxiety  was  conse^ 
quently  manifested  to  hear  hinL  On  Sabbath  day  the 
sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  to  be  administered,  and 
it  was  announced  that  Dr.  Alexander  would  preach  the 
Acticm  sermcm.  At  an  early  hour  the  church  was  filled  to 
its  utmost  extent.  Among  the  audience  was  feund  the 
Judge  ol  the  Oourt,  Judge  Brockenborough,  of  Richmond, 
many  lawyers  and  physicians,  and  not  a  few  who  seldom 
entered  the  house  of  Qod.  Dr.  Alexander  b^an  his  se^rmon 
with  that  humility  and  sirni^tictty  for  which  he  was  ever  so 
lemaikable.  Su^  an  introduction,  to  men  accustomed  to 
judge  of  greatness  by  pompous  manners  and  qdendid  dio* 
titm,  produced  a  feeling  of  disa{q)ointment,  and  one  eminent 
lawyer,  who  afterwards  became  a  Judge  of  the  Oonrt  of 
Appeals,  rose  from  his  seat  and  left  the  church. 
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''The  text  which  he  had  selected  was  1  Occ  ▼.  7.  'For 
eren  Christ  our  Passover  is  sacrificed  for  ns.'  As  he  ad- 
vanced in  explaining  the  origin,  design,  and  typical  sigiufica- 
tion  of  the  Jewish  Passover,  he  became  wann  and  animated, 
and  soon  commanded  the  attention  of  his  whole  andmice, 
and  awakened  a  universal  and  intense  interest.  Daring  the 
discourse  of  that  morning,  which  many  will  recollect  as  long 
as  memory  lasts,  several  incidents  occurred  which  showed 
the  power  of  true  Christian  eloquence. 

"As  he  passed  fix>m  the  description  of  the  Jewish  pass- 
over,  to  the  sacrifice  of  Christ,  he  said,  bending  finrwaid  and 
looking  intently  on  the  communion  table  spread  befixe 
him,  where  the  bread  and  wine  lay  covered,  ^B^  where  is 
our  lamb  V  At  these  words,  so  impressively  uttered,  and 
accompanied  by  a  gesture  so  significant,  an  old  French 
dancing  master,  who  scarcely  ever  entered  the  church,  rose 
firom  his  seat  near  the  pulpit,  and  gazed  intently,  to  see  if 
there  was  not  something  on  the  communion  table,  which  he 
had  not  yet  seen.  An  intelligent  Uttle  girl,  too,  who  sat  be- 
fore him,  after  she  returned  home,  said :  'Aunt  H.  did  you 
ever  hear  such  a  man  ?  When  he  said, "  Where  is  our  Iamb," 
he  seemed  as  if  he  was  looking  for  a  lamb  on  the  communion 
taUe.' 

"As  he  proceeded  in  describing  the  successive  scenes  of 
our  Saviour^s  sufferings,  his  hearers  became  deeply  and  almost 
universally  affected.  FeelingB  which  could  scarody  be  sup- 
pressed wttre  manifest  in  every  part  of  the  house  ;  and  tears 
were  seen  rolling  down  the  cheeks  of  many  but  little  aocas- 
t(Hned  to  weep.    When  he  deincted  the  last  so^oe  of  our 
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Savioor^B  BoflEecmgs  on  the  ctoes,  that  power  of  detcsiptiTe 
painting,  finr  whidi  be  was  remarkable  in  bis  pulpit  efibrts, 
was  displayed  in  a  manner  rarely  surpassed  by  tbe  most 
aocomplisbed  orators.  Amidst  tbe  unutterable  agonies  wbicb 
Jesus  suffered  wbile  banging  on  tbe  cross,  be  introduoed 
Mary  bis  motber  among  tbe  speotators,  bebolding  tbe  orud 
suffiarings  of  ber  beloved  son,  and  quoted  tbe  prediction  of 
Simeon  as  tbere  fulfilled  : '  Yea,  a  sword  sball  pierce  tiiroug^ 
tby  own  souL'  Suob  was  bis  gesture,  bis  voice,  bis  wbole 
manner,  tbat  bad  Mary  actually  stood  before  tbe  audience, 
witb  flowing  tears  and  every  token  of  deepest  sorrow,  tbe 
impression  could  bardly  bave  been  increased. 

^'Dr.  Alexander  never  aimed  to  excite  mere  animal 
feelings.  Tbe  e£Eects  produced  were  tbe  result  of  Bible 
feots  and  trutbs,  clearly  presented  by  one  wbo  believed  ibem, 
and  felt  their  power.  During  the  delivery  of  tbat  discourse, 
it  would  bave  been  easy,  repeatedly,  to  bave  produced  an 
amount  of  feeling  tbat  could  not  be  controlled.  Such,  how- 
ever, was  bis  command  over  himself  and  bis  audience,  tbat 
besides  tbe  speakar^s  voice,  nothing  was  beard  but,  here  and 
tbere,  a  half  suppressed  sob,  and  nothing  seen  to  disturb  tbe 
ademidty  of  divine  worship. 

^^  Many  beard  Dr.  Alexander  on  tbat  occasion,  for  tbe 
first  and  last  time ;  but  it  is  bdieved  tbat  the  revelations  of 
the  final  judgm^it  will  prove  that  bis  labours  then  were 
blessed  to  the  good  of  many  souls."'  ^ 

To  this  may  be  added  a  short  narrative  fimm  tbe  pen  of 

•  Virgmia  HktoiiMl  B«gi0Wr»  J«o.  lSft%  p.  4& 
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HbB  late  Teneiabto  Preodeut  jfooim.  "  I  particakily  re* 
member/^  0*79  he,  ^^iome  time  aftw  he  we&t  to  Prinoeton,  a 
iaoramental  terriee  in  the  Northern  Liberties^  where  Mn 
James  Pattenon  was  pastor.  There  had  been  an  eztensiva 
and  powerfhl  reyiYal  of  religi<m  at  that  time,  as  there  had 
often  been  under  the  ministrations  of  that  excellent  thooj^ 
someidiat  eccentric  man«  The  chmoh  was  crowded  ;  I  pre*^ 
smne  a  majority  of  the  ministers  [of  the  Assembly]  attended. 
I  suppose  near  a  hundred  new  oommnnioants  stood  up  in  the 
aisles  and  weie  addressed  by  the  pastor.  AfterthisDs.  Akx- 
ander,  who  had  been  prcTimsIyCTigaged for  thiasemee,  arose 
to  administer  the  ordinance.  After  some  preparatory  remaikBy 
before  distributing  the  bread  and  the  wine,  he  began  with  a 
supposition  that  the  SaTiour  himself  was  preset,  and  pre- 
ceeded  to  inquire  what  in  such  case  he  would  probably  say. 
In  a  manner  at  once  plain,  solemn,  searching,  and  adapted 
to  the  various  conditions  of  Christians,  he  presented  the 
most  touching  appeals  I  had  ever  heard  on  such  an  occasion. 
It  almost  seemed  to  me  that  these  were  the  very  words  as  to 
matter  and  manner  whidi  Christ  himself  woold  have  uttered. 
After  dispensmg  the  elements,  he  condoded  in  the  same 
admirable  strain,  using  language  which  a  child  mi^t  under- 
stand. He  addressed  di£Eerent  classes ;  fost  commonicants 
in  general ;  then  those  newly  admitted,  in  very  melting 
strains  ;  then  the  unconverted,  and  sudi  as  had  leftised  to 
own  Christ.  He  addressed  &e  ministers  of  the  goqwl, 
^ fothers  and  brethren'  then  present.  He  addressed  young 
men  and  young  women,  and  closed  by  speaking  to  little 
chfldren,  in  tiie  very  manner  of  Him  who  took  special  notice 
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of  sodi^  and  said^  'Forbid  them  not/  The  effect  was  eztra- 
oidiDaiy;  all  weie  melted  into  team.  I  had  never  heard 
any  thing  to  be  compared  to  it/'*^ 

We  have  thus,  in  the  absence  of  docmnents,  and  in  re- 
gard to  a  peiiod  prosperonsly  monotonous  and  void  of  great 
external  events^  endeavonred  to  fill  the  blank  with  minor 
characteiisticS;  which  go  to  make  up  the  portraiture  of  the 
man ;  and  this  to  some  extent  mnst  be  our  resource  in  the 
chapter  which  shall  follow. 

*  Letter  of  the  Rer.  M*tthew  Brown,  D.D.,  to  Heniy  M.  Alexandar. 
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1818—1829. 

OHUBOR  —  LAB0UB8  —  PB0aBB88  OV  BBMOrABT  —  PBITATB  HABin  AJBO 
DAILY  B0UTU1X-— THB  OOmnBRKNOB — OHABA.OTBB  OV  BIB  FRBA<THIH€H^ 
THTOLOGIOAL  TB01}BLBB— OOMMBNOEiaDnr  OV  ▲UTHOBSHIF^-BIBUOAI. 
BEPBBTOBT  ~-  OOLOldZAIIOH — OOBBSSFOllBBirOB  —  IBTBODUOIOET  IBO- 
TUBBB. 

PTIHE  period  of  ten  or  twelve  years^  beginning  with  1818, 
J-  was  80  much  like  that  which  preceded  it,  and  so  void  of 
fltining  changes,  that  we  feel  the  difficulty  of  treating  it, 
so  as  to  escape  the  charge  of  wearisome  r^>etition.  Yet  it 
was  a  time  of  quiet  and  happy  progress,  both  as  it  regards 
the  professor  and  the  school  During  this  term  of  years  he 
made  several  visits  to  Virginia,  in  some  of  these  being  ac- 
companied by  Ins  fiunily.  These  tours,  especially  in  the 
years  1818, 1821,  and  1825,  are  remembered  by  many  in  his 
native  State ;  for  he  was  called  every  where  to  the  work  of 
preaching,  and  indulged  freely  in  that  flow  of  extemporane- 
ous  argument  and  exhortation,  which  more  than  all  things 
else  seemed  to  bring  out  every  latent  power  of  his  mind  and 
heart.  He  was  also  during  these  years  repeatedly  a  commis- 
moner  to  the  General  Assembly.    In  this  court  he  was  fre- 
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qiieiitly  entrusted  with  important  parts  of  business,  and 
some  of  the  public  papers  bear  the  marks  of  his  hand.  It 
cannot  be  said  that  he  was  a  frequent  speaker ;  but  when  he 
addressed  the  house  on  great  sulgects,  to  which  he  veiy 
mudi  confined  himself,  he  was  uniformly  heard  with  atteur 
tion,  and  the  candour  and  force  of  his  argument  always 
carried  weight  with  the  hearers.  Some  testimony  of  his  co- 
eval and  fiiend,  the  Bev.  Matthew  Brown,  D.  D.,  President  of 
Jefferson  College,  cannot  here  seem  inappropriate.  '^  I  find,'' 
says  he,  ^^  in  the  minutes  of  1803,  that  (Mr.  Alexander)  was 
one  of  a  committee  Ho  report  on  the  state  of  religion,'  as 
collected  from  the  statements  of  the  several  membeiis  who 
were  called  on  in  order.  Mr.  (afterwards  Dr.)  Miller  was 
dudnnan ;  there  is,  however,  I  think,  internal  evidence  that 
it  was  written  by  Mr.  Alexander,  or  at  least  that  the  infor- 
mation and  sentiments  were  from  him.  No  man  in  that 
house  was  so  well  qualified  to  give  a  Mthfrd  account  of  these 
remarkable  levivals.  This  report  partakes  of  the  same 
spirit  which  led  him  to  write  the  History  of  the  LogCoUege. 
— ^There  was  one  memorable  occasion  whidi  is  worthy  of 
special  notice ;  it  was  probably  in  1820  or  1821.  He  was 
the  chairman  of  a  committee  to  report  some  alterations  in 
the  old  Confession  of  Faith,  and  particularly  in  the  Form  of 
Qovemment.  There  was  a  frdl  and  free  discussion  of  the 
dianges  proposed.  He  spoke  very  little,  and.  was  always 
brief,  as  was  his  manner  in  church  courts.  On  this  impor- 
tant occasion,  he  was  frequently  called  upon  to  explain  ;  and, 
after  attending  to  the  objections  and  debate,  he  arose  with 
great  modesty,  and  in  a  few  words,  in  a  lucid  and  conclusive 
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ir^  removed  all  the  difficultids.  Thk  luiially  dosed  the 
cOflcuflflioii^  and  I  do  not  rem^nber  an  instance  in  which  his 
views  did  not  prerailf  It  i^ninded  me  of  what  is  stated  of 
Dr.  Withezspoon,  that  he  did  not  speak  until  other  membeis 
haddiscossedthe  sulgect^whaiinaeoncise^deary  andforciUe 
manner,  he  gave  his  views,  and  generally  with  a  mianimoos 

mult/' 

On  practical  questions  we  are  secure  in  saying  that  no  man 
was  regarded  as  a  safer  or  wiser  counsellor.  At  the  same 
time,  it  is  £m  to  add,  that  when  parties  ran  high,  his  chaiao- 
teristic  mildness  and  caution  led  many  to  designate  him, 
sometimes  not  without  a  sneer,  as  a  moderate  man.  This 
term  was  used,  however,  solely  in  regard  to  measures ;  for  in 
respect  to  doctrine,  there  was  no  period  of  his  life  in  which 
he  did  not  clearly  stand  forth,  beyond  suq)idon,  as  a  believer 
and  maintainer  of  the  old  Westminster  tenets,  in  their  strict 
interpretation. 

In  the  Theological  Seminary,  every  thing  was  settling 
itself  into  an  e^blished  form  of  prosperity,  which  gave 
general  satisfaction  to  the  OhurcL  The  numbers  had  been 
greatly  increased,  and  the  stream  of  aooes8i<ms  was  steady. 
The  matriculates  were  in  no  year  fewer  ihan  twenty ;  in 
1822  they  rose  to  fifty,  and  in  1823  to  sixty-nme.  The 
number  of  students,  which  had  been  fortynseven  in  1817, 
became  considerably  more  than  a  hundred.  Sev«»l  Synods 
began  to  entertain  the  project  of  a  full  endowment  for  three 
professorships.  But  there  was  nothing  which  made  a  greater 
impressicm,  on  students  and  on  the  puUic,  tiian  the  erectisa 
of  an  edifice  for  the  accommodation  cftiie  young  men.   Into 
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duB  solid  and  excellent  building,  though  but  partially  finished 
within,  they  entered  in  the  year  1818.  About  the  same 
time  Dr.  Alexander  removed  his  &mily  into  the  commodious 
dwelling  in  which  he  was  destined  to  end  his  days.  At  this 
stage  of  progress,  the  public  rooms  of  the  Semincuy  were 
within  the  lai^  edifice,  as  yet  the  only  one.  These  were  the 
Oratory  or  Prayer  Hall,  also  used  for  lectures  and  religious 
meetings,  and  theological  debates ;  the  Refectory,  and  two 
library  chambers.  All  concerned  felt  the  cheering  influence 
of  this  change  to  premises  which  they  could  call  their  own, 
iiud  which  had  an  air  of  comfort  and  permanency.  The 
students  were  brought  more  near  to  one  another  and  to  their 
teachers.  The  result  was  seen  in  greater  diligence  and  punctu- 
ality, increased  fellowship  in  religidn  and  zeal  in  the  pur- 
suit of  knowledge ;  so  that  we  suppose  there  has  never  been 
a  period  in  the  history  of  the  Seminary,  during  which  there 
was  more  animation  or  delight  in  all  parties.  Of  the  alumni 
of  this  period,  we  number  among  the  departed  such  men  as 
Dr.  Wisner,  of  Boston ;  Dr.  John  Breckinridge,  and  Dr. 
Potts,  of  St.  Louis ;  the  Bev.  Horace  S.  Pratt,  of  Georgia ; 
the  Bev.  James  W.  Douglass,  of  Yiiginia ;  the  Bev.  John 
H.  Keimedy,  of  Pennsylvania;  the  Bev  Joseph  Sandford,  the 
Eev.  Joseph  S.  Christmas,  of  New- York ;  the  Bev.  Alexander 
Aikman,  the  Bev.  Professor  Dod,  of  the  Ocdl^  of  New 
Jersey ;  the  Bev.  Samuel  G.  Winchester,  of  Natchez,  and 
the  Bev.  Theodore  Wright,  a  man  of  colour. 

In  the  new  circumstances.  Dr.  Alexander  felt  himself 
invigorated  and  advancing.  With  his  colleague.  Dr.  Miller, 
he  maintained  the  most  pleasing  and  harmonious  intimacy  ; 
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and  wben  an  additional  helper  camd,  it  was  in  tiie  pereon 
of  the  Ber.  Charles  Hodge,  whose  talents  he  had  earij  dis- 
oemed,  and  whom  he  regarded  more  as  a  bdored  son  than 
even  as  a  cherished  papfl.  He  had  bj  this  time  accumnlated 
and  digested  much  of  what  was  to  be  the  matt^  of  his 
teachings ;  at  least  he  had  surveyed  the  entire  field,  and  dis- 
tinctly marked  out  its  boimdaries  and  divisions.  His  study 
door  was  over  against  the  Seminary  entrance,  and  very  near 
to  it.  These  few  steps  he  might  be  seen  to  take  day  by 
day,  at  the  appointed  hours,  always  in  ftdl  time.  And  during 
many  years  of  his  life,  this  may  be  said  to  have  been  the 
only  bodily  exercise  he  took ;  as  he  was  now  sliding  into  that 
habit  which  afterwards  became  inveterate.  It  is  not  bdieved 
that  he  seriously  undervalued  the  importance  of  this  means 
of  health  in  others,  but  it  is  certain  that  in  the  last  thirty 
years  of  his  life,  he  used  as  little  bodily  motion  as  any  man 
of  his  times ;  confining  himself  not  only  to  one  apartment, 
but  to  one  chair.  This  was  in  striking  contrast  with  the 
customs  of  Dr.  Miller ;  and  there  was  an  amicaUe  but  in- 
cessant controversy  between  them  on  this  point,  often  waged 
with  as  much  ability  as  jocoseness.  This  proximity  of  the 
Seminary,  and  Dr.  Alexander's  habit  of  never  denying  him- 
self to  visitors,  contributed  very  much  to  that  fi^quency  of 
interview  with  his  pupils,  which  so  many  of  them  remember 
with  pleasure.  At  all  hours,  and  often  in  an  unbroken 
succession  for  hours,  he  would  receive  visitors,  and  listen  to 
them  commonly  with  patience.  He  was  certainly  to  be 
forgiven,  if  sometimes,  in  the  presence  of  the  more  wearisome 
ones,  he  took  up  his  pen,  or  gazed  abstractedly  upon  that 
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dlotaiit  hcmoa  maifedd  b^  Uae  hills^  whidi  beloved  to  ocm- 
teiii|M;e  fiom  his  eastern  window.  Besides  the  perpetcuL 
work  of  prepaiation,  in  which  he  was  now  employed  literally 
eveiy  day,  his  regolar  publio  services  may  be  stated  as  fd- 
low&  He  had  one  lecture,  daily,  which,  with  the  accom- 
panying examination  of  his  classes,  occupied  at  least  an  hour. 
On  Tuesday  evening,  he  attended  an  exercise  of  speaking, 
at  which  every  student,  at  stated  periods,  pronounced  a  dis- 
course of  his  own  composition,  on  some  religious  subject  To 
this  was  added,  during  some  years,  the  delivery  of  complete 
sermons,  by  the  senior  students.  All  these  were  subject  to 
the  professors'  criticism,  and  in  these  exercises  the  labour 
was  shared  by  Dr.  Miller.  On  Friday  evening,  there  was  a 
debate,  on  some  point  in  theology  or  allied  subjects,  in  a 
theological  society,  comprising  almost  the  whole  Seminary. 
The  utmost  freedom  was  allowed,  and  the  debate  was  con- 
cluded by  the  summing-up  of  the  professes,  who  were  both 
always  present.  As  this  was  a  period  of  very  active  con- 
troversy in  our  Church,  on  those  points  of  theology  which 
have  since  divided  us,  there  was,  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, a  peculiar  animation  in  these  discussions ;  and  in  our 
opinion  he  never  shone  more,  or  more  displayed  his  stores  of 
knowledge,  his  grasp  of  great  subjects,  or  his  acumen  and 
dialectical  force,  than  in  some  of  these  disputations,  when, 
after  being  warmed  by  hearing  the  defence  oi  spedous  error, 
he  dosed  with  the  estaUishment  of  sound  doctrine.  The 
professors  by  turns  attended  evening  prayers  with  the  young 
men;  the  morning  service  being  conducted  by  the  senior 
students.     At  these   exercises.  Dr.  Alexander  sometimes 
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expounded  a  passage  of  Scripture,  and  sometimes  made  a 
brief  but  pointed  exhortation.  He  was  accustomed  also  to 
join  his  colleague  in  the  meeting  for  prayer,  known  as  the 
Monthly  Ooncert.  One  day  in  each  month  was  left  vacant, 
for  the  class  prayer-meetings  of  the  young  men,  and  fyr  their 
more  solemn  private  devotions,  to  which  many  of  them 
added  fiusting  ;  and  it  was  common  for  the  professors  to  meet 
the  whole  body  at  a  certain  hour  of  the  day.  From  this 
time  forward,  even  before  the  erection  of  a  separate  chapel, 
there  was  a  discourse  to  the  students,  on  the  morning  of  the 
Lord's  Day ;  it  was  deUvered  alternately  by  Dr.  Alexander 
and  Dr«  MiUer. 

But  there  was  no  exerdse  which  more  impressed  its 
character  on  the  students  of  that  day,  than  the  Conference 
of  Sunday  afternoon,  which  has  been  akeady  mentioned. 
This  meeting  it  is  believed  owed  its  origin  entirely  to  the 
suggestion  of  Dr.  Alexander,  and  was  kept  up  as  long  as  he 
Uved.  Indeed,  there  were  some  peculiarities  in  the  manner 
of  conducting  it,  which  may  be  said  to  have  grown  out  of 
his  renutrkable  aptitude  for  free  colloquial  descant  on  re- 
ligious topics.  As  the  other  exercises  of  the  Seminary  were 
intended  to  give  fitness  for  the  external  work,  this  was  di- 
rected solely  to  the  cultivation  of  the  heart,  and  there  are 
not  a  few  who  bless  God  that  they  were  ever  brought  under 
its  sacred  influence.  Nothing  could  be  more  simple  than 
the  mode  of  managing  this  colloquy.  After  singing  and 
prayer,  a  subject  in  experimental  or  practical  religion,  which 
had  been  named  the  week  before,  was  discussed.  The  con- 
versation was  opened  by  one  of  the  students,  whose  turn  it 
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was ;  any  others  were  allowed  to  express  their  Tiews,  as  they 
were  called  on  in  order ;  until  a  sufficient  time  bad  been 
spent.  The  professors  then  closed,  with  a  familiar  discourse^ 
of  fix)m  twenty  to  thirty  minutes.  As  we  have  intimated, 
this  was  an  occasion  which  more  than  any  other  Dr.  Alex- 
ander used,  for  the  outpouring  of  his  profound  personal  ex- 
perience of  divine  things.  There  was  scarcely  a  topic  in 
regard  to  vital  piety,  which  did  not  come  into  discussion 
during  the  Seminary  course.  As  he  sat  in  his  chair,  he 
would  b^in  with  a  low  voice  and  in  the  most  ordinary  tones 
of  conversation,  evidently  relying  upon  the  feeling  of  the 
moment,  as  raised  by  foregoing  remark,  for  all  hid  animation. 
As  he  went  on  and  drew  more  largely  on  his  recollections 
and  his  consciousness,  he  seldom  failed  to  kindle,  and  some^ 
times  at  the  conclusion  left  all  present  in  a  state  of  high 
emotion.  These  remarkable  efEusions  sometimes  almost  took 
the  form  of  soliloquy,  as  losing  sight  of  all  around  him,  he 
uttered  the  serene  or  enraptured  feelings  of  a  soul  in  com- 
munion with  Gk)d.  Singing  and  prayer  closed  the  service, 
which  commonly  occupied  about  an  hour  and  half.  It  is 
but  just  to  add,  that  Dr.  Miller  also  delighted  in  this  meeting, 
and  contributed  to  it  some  of  his  most  valuable  thoughts. 
His  little  discourses  here  were  always  digested  and  methodi- 
cal ;  enriched  with  many  golden  sayings  firom  old  writers, 
and  enlivened  with  anecdotes  firom  his  singularly  copious 
fund.  And,  as  his  colleague  was  often  heard  to  say,  Dr. 
Miller  evinced  more  and  more  spirituality  of  view  and  feel- 
ing, until  the  very  last. 

This  OonfcErence  was  so  nearly  connected  with  the  reli- 
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gious  deyelopment  of  Br.  Alezaaidary  that  we  shall  sobjoin, 
idtogether  fixm  memory,  a  few  of  the  sobjeots  which  used  to 
be  treated  fix)m  year  to  year.  They  were  such  as  these : 
The  Work  of  the  Spirit  on  the  Heart. — ^The  Nature  of  trae 
Conviction. — True  and  fidse  Sorrow  for  Sin. — Saving  FnitiL 
— What  are  the  Evidences  of  a  Change  of  Heart  P^-^piritoal 
Joy. — ^The  Believer's  *  first  love.' — ^Indwelling  Sin. — ^Tenqi- 
tation. — ^The  Mortification  of  Sin. — ^mptoms  and  Cure  of 
Backsliding. — ^Apostasy. — Spiritual  Pride. — ^The  best  Me- 
thod of  reading  the  Scriptures. — How  to  conduct  private 
Devotion. — ^Revivals  of  Beligion. — ^The  best  Means  foe  the 
Conversion  of  Sinners. — Ghx)wth  in  Grace. — Spiritual^mind- 
edness. — ^Dang^rs  of  a  Seminary  Life. — ^Bdigious  Conveisa- 
tion. — ^Fasting.— -Nature  and  Evidences  of  a  Call  to  the 
ICnistry. — Christiim  Consolation. — ^Views  proper  for  those 
who  are  about  to  enter  on  the  Work  of  the  Ministry. — 
Foreign  Missions  and  the  Missionary  Spirit — ^The  Imitation 
of  Christ. — Behgious  Melancholy. — ^The  Begulation  of  Ap« 
petite. — ^The  Unpardonable  Sin. — The  Assurance  of  Hope. — 
Preparation  for  DeatL — Walking  with  Gbd. — ^Divine  Medi- 
tation.^ — Brotherly  Love. — ^The  Sanotification  of  the  SaUxktL 
— ^The  Day  of  Judgment. — The  everlastiiig  Best  o£  the 
Bighteous.  Of  the  opinions  which  were  e^ressed  on  these 
and  similar  points,  some  notion  may  be  gained,  fixim  the 
volume  of  Practical  Sermons,  and  eq^edally  ftom  the  work 
on  BeligioQS  Experience. 

During  all  this  time  he  was  preachmg  as  much  as  many 
pastors.  Both  to  his  own  students  and  to  those  of  the  Col- 
1^,  he  was  always  welcome  in  the  pulpit    For  a  time^  he 
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and  Dc  IGIlei^  aflsisted  afterwards  by  Mr.  now  Dr.  Hodge^ 
preached  on  Sunday  evemngs  in  the  village  church.  We 
have  said  before^  that  during  his  whole  life  as  a  pastor,  Dr. 
Alezahder  used  the  free  method,  and  carried  no  manuscript 
into  the  pulpit.  After  his  arrival  at  Princeton,  he  began  to 
diange  his  method  in  a  certain  degree,  making  more  experi- 
ment of  writt^i  composition,  in  sennons  on  important  topics. 
And  what  he  wrote  he  also  read ;  for  he  frequently  declared 
his  inability  to  commit  a  discourse  to  memory.  We  are 
bound  to  say  that  so  far  as  manner  and  impression  are  con- 
cerned, these  efforts  fdl  far  below  his  ordinary  discourses. 
The  matter  was  always  equally  valuable,  and  the  train  of 
thought  was  often  close  and  felicitous ;  but  he  was  some- 
times indescribably  trammeled  by  his  paper,  and  was  not  a 
xfaetorical  reader;  so  that  whole  oongr^ations  used  to 
brighten  up  as  with  a  ray  of  sudden  efunshine,  when  towards 
the  dose  he  would  throw  up  his  spectades,  cast  about  his 
penetrating  glances,  and,  as  if  indignant  at  his  duresse,  break 
forth  in  the  liberty  of  his  natural  eloquence.  No  two 
preachers  were  more  unlike,  than  was  he,  in  the  two  por- 
tions of  one  and  the  same  discourse.  For  this  reason,  those 
who  nev^  listened  to  him  at  home,  or  were  acquainted  only 
with  his  discourses  on  great  occasions,  which  were  carefully 
written  and  read,  have  but  the  fitintest  idea  of  what  he  was 
as  a  preacher.  And  the  period  of  which  we  are  writing, 
was  that  in  which  he  condensed  into  his  pulpit  exercises  the 
greatest  amount  of  theological  instruction,  with  the  still  un- 
wasted  vivadty  of  his  earlier  years.  In  two  classes  of  ser- 
mans  he  especially  excelled ;  first,  in  those  which  deariy  and 
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oonneetedly  set  forth  the  diffiarent  parts  of  doctrine,  in  die 
way  of  definition  and  proof,  so  as  to  bring  them  within  the 
scope  of  the  humblest  minds  ;  and  secondly,  those  in  which 
he  gave  the  history  of  a  religious  experience,  in  its  origin, 
progress  and  consummation,  with  minute  dissection,  graphic 
detail,  and  moving  appeal  to  the  heart.  In  the  latter  of 
these,  there  were  many  who  considered  him  unsurpassed* 

There  has  seldom  been  a  time  since  the  opening  of 
the  Seminary,  when  it  did  not  contain  some  students  of  the 
Baptist  persuasion,  as  many  as  five  such  having  been  there 
at  once.  It  is  to  the  honour  of  both  parties,  that,  as  Dr. 
Alexander  loved  to  declare,  no  one  of  these  young  brethren 
ever  gave  occasion  to  censure  for  indecorous  propagandism,  or 
ever  took  offence  at  the  frank  expositions  of  doctrine  which 
were  made.  There  was,  about  this  time,  an  increasing  anx-r 
iety  in  the  Presbyterian  Ohurch,  upon  a  number  of  ques* 
tions,  both  doctrinal  and  practical  These  unquiet  fedings 
were  naturally  reflected  in  the  students  of  the  Seminary,  who 
at  that  period  came  firom  almost  every  State  of  the  Union, 
not  excepting  New  England,  which  was  indeed  largely  re- 
presented. It  b^an  to  be  seriously  questioned  by  many, 
whether  the  diversity  of  theological  opinion  existing  among 
our  ministers  were  not  too  great  to  be  comprehended  within 
common  symbols.  The  Oerman  philosophy  was  as  yet  unr 
known,  and  even  the  works  of  Coleridge,  which  afterwards 
opened  the  door  for  it,  had  not  been  read,  if  we  except  his 
Biographia  literaria.  The  later  forms  of  new  divinity,  com- 
monly attributed  to  certain  New  England  theologians,  were 
only  beginning  to  assume  a  regular  shape.    The  conflict  wae 
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ttier«fore  stfll  very  mticli  npon  the  old  fields  of  the  preceding 
eentory,  and  disputation  ran  high  upon  the  points  mooted  by 
Hopkins  and  Emmons.  It  was  warmly  questioned,  wheth^ 
the  mind  is  a  series  of  exercises ;  whether  God  is  the  efficient 
cause  of  sinful  acts ;  and  whether  the  unconditional  submis- 
sion of  the  new  creature  involves  a  willingness  to  be  damned 
for  the  glory  of  Gh)d«  Still  more  earnest  was  the  debate 
concerning  the  effects  of  the  fall ;  the  imputation  of 
Adam's  sin  to  his  posterity;  the  imputaticm  of  Ohrisfs 
active  righteousness  to  believers ;  the  nature  of  mor|,l  and 
natural  inability ;  and  the  extent  of  the  atonement.  These 
questions  lie  so  near  the  foundations  of  religion,  that  they 
were  brought  into  view,  whenever  instruction  and  advice 
were  to  be  given  to  new  converts.  They  were  therefore  much 
agitated  in  the  great  revivals  which  at  this  time  were  spread- 
ing through  the  land.  By  many,  the  supposed  improvements 
ou  some  of  these  heads  of  theology  were  held  forth  as  neces- 
sary to  the  work  of  general  conviction  and  renewal ;  they 
were  warmly  published  amidst  the  enthusiasms  of  great 
awakenings ;  and  it  was  not  uncommon  to  stigmatize  those 
who  adhered  to  old  theology,  as  behind  the  age,  if  not  as  the 
enemies  oi  revivals.  Out  of  the  same  extensive  excitement 
ef  religious  feeling,  arose  new  questions  as  to  the  mode  of 
producing  and  managing  revivals ;  and  hence  the  controversy, 
long  smce  dead,  concerning  New  Measures.  There  are  few 
of  our  older  readers  who  need  to  be  rennnded  of  the  alarm 
caused  by  the  methods  of  Mr.  Finney ;  the  ^anxious-seat ; ' 
and  the  Lebanon  Oonference.  These  once  momentous  topics 
belong  to  our  narrative  only  so  &r  as  they  had  a  bearing  on 
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the  mind  and  laboms  ot  its  priodpal  salgeot  As  a  tbeofe- 
gical  professor  he  was  awake  to  the  importent  bearing  of  aB 
these  innorations.  The  questions  of  doctrine  were  oontiatiaBf 
coming  up  in  church-courts,  upon  the  lamination  of  candi- 
dates, which  sometimes  afforded  opp^nrtunity  ior  angry  and 
indecorous  wrangling  between  ministers,  over  the  heads,  per- 
haps, of  students  fiom  Princeton.  The  young  men  of  the 
Seminary  came  in  great  numbers  from  the  very  midst  of 
levival  scenes,  where  these  matters  of  controversy  had  been 
agitated,  in  connection  with  their  most  sacred  exerciflea 
There  often  appeared  within  the  walls  of  the  in^tituiion,  kol 
and  valorous  youth,  who  were  wiser  than  ihek  teachers,  and 
eager  to  beard  a  professor,  and  make  oonsverts  among  their 
fellows.  The  whole  of  this  period,  therefinre,  was  <nie  of 
agitation  and  consequent  solicitude ;  the  rather  as  the  uam- 
ber  of  students  was  so  great. 

These  were  circumstances  which  demanded  firmness  and 
discretion ;  and  probably  there  are  few  who  im  looking  bade 
will  not  acknowledge  that  Dr.  Alexander  displayed  both. 
As  was  before  said,  his  theological  opinions  were  settied,  and 
were  becoming  well  known;  he  was  universaHy  raiJoed 
/  among  the  leaders  of  the  old,  or  as  many  deemed  it,  the 
obsolete  Oalvinism  of  the  seventeenth  oentury.  It  was  air* 
ways  his  lot  to  suffer  most  in  reputation  firom  those  who 
would  have  had  him  quicken  his  pace,  so  as  to  keep  abreast  of 
the  moving  column.  At  no  time  was  he  so  mudi  aspersed  as  at 
this ;  and  not  a  few  represented  him  aa  qpposed  to  the  f^ 
nous  work  of  grace  whi<^  wasin  progress.  It  was  even  said 
that  he  was  utterly  unaoqnainted  with  the  pfamomtaa  of 
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reUgiow  levival ;  bat  this  was  oi  coarse  the  laognage  of 
sQch  as  had  no  knowledge  oS  that  eady  history,  with  whic^ 
the  leaders  of  this  vohone  have  been  made  aoqaainted.  It 
may  be  safdy  asserted  that  there  was  no  man  in  the  Ohorch 
who  had  studied  more  closely  this  whole  subject ;  and  it 
may  now  be  added,  that  the  sober  opinions  whidi  he  oalmly 
maintained,  in  the  midst  of  great  opposition,  are  those  which 
hare  since  become  the  settled  judgment  of  our  Ohuroh.  Un* 
d^  such  a  pressure  he  was  led  te  examine  more  deeply  the 
foundations  of  his  system,  and  to  push  his  inquiries  into  the 
recesses  of  theol<^,  as  concerned  in  the  prevailing  contrDver- 
sy.  It  became  also  his  sacred  duty,  to  inculcate  what  he  held 
to  be  trath,  with  augmented  diligence,  and  by  erery  means  to 
guard  his  pupils  against  the  errors  of  the  age.  This  he  never 
attempted  in  the  way  of  direct  debate,  or  violent  assault, 
but  rather  by  the  safe  establishment  of  such  principles  in  the 
earlier  parts  of  the  course,  as  fix)m  a  logical  necessity  should 
lead  to  the  reception  of  orthodox  opinion.  In  this  endeavour 
we  believe  the  charge  against  him  never  was,  either  that  he 
did  not  understand  the  points  at  issue,  or  that  he  fiuled  of 
mccess  in  implanting  his  own  doctrines  in  the  yoathfal 
mind,  bat  rather  that  he  proceeded  by  the  way  of  circum^ 
vaUation  and  gradual  approaches,  so  that  the  conviction  was 
oanied  before  they  were  aware.  Thus,  likewise)  in  regard 
to  revival  measures,  he  freely  expressed  the  results  of  his 
long  observation,  when  opportunity  was  givoi,  in  pubfio  or 
private  ;  but  in  such  a  way  as  to  show  how  tenderly  he  dis- 
tinguished between  the  genuine  wcnjc  at  Divine  grace,  and 
the  excesses  of  rash  and  fenatical  instruments.    He  aiesed 
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every  fidr  occasbn  to  preach  the  Word,  in  seaaons  of  awaken- 
ings and  with  a  ferronr  and  snccess  that  often  disarmed 
the  prejudice  which  was  ready  to  arise  firom  mistaken  views 
of  his  position.  The  juncture  was  nevertheless  one  which 
called  for  circumspect  walking,  and  no  doubt  led  him  to 
anxious  study*  and  many  prayers. 

In  this  ooimection  it  becomes  necessary  to  notice  the 
commencement  of  his  authorship.  Few  men  whose  wodcs 
fill  many  volumes  ever  began  to  publish  so  late  in  life  ;  for 
his  first  book  was  issued  when  he  "was  about  fifty-two  years 
ci  age.  The  method  of  preparing  for  the  pulpit  by  lalxmous 
but  unwritten  meditation,  was  certainly  unfiivourable  to 
fiusiUty  in  composition.  He  had  given  a  few  occasional  dis- 
courses to  the  press,  had  contributed  some  articles  to  the 
Virginia  Beligious  Magazine,  of  which  we  can  discover  no 
copy,  to  the  Assembly's  Magazine  and  other  periodical  works, 
and  had  amassed  piles  of  manuscript  upon  theological  sub- 
jects ;  but  he  was  yet  to  embark  upon  the  sea  of  pubHcatioxu 
In  regard  to  style  he  was  a  rigorous  critic,  and  was  always 
dissatisfied  with  himsel£  He  never  manifested  the  siiglhtest 
complacency  in  any  thing  which  he  composed.  He  would 
read  his  manuscript  aloud,  amend,  erase,  transpose,  and 
frequently  cancel  Never  feeling  perfect  fieed<»n  in  the 
flow  of  composition,  he  did  not  venture  upon  those  imagin- 
ative flights,  nor  break  into  that  opulence  of  expression, 
which  were  common  in  his  oral  discourses.  Hence  he  satis- 
fied himself  with  simplicity  and  deamess ;  qualities  whidi 
his  written  works  possess  in  the  highest  degree.  In  r^aid 
to  his  style,  it  may  be  observed  that  he  went  always  for  the 
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thought  rather  than  the  words,  and  was  never  led  along  b^ 
the  bait  of  fine  language  or  the  development  of  a  figure.  The 
election  between  these  two  kinds  of  writing,  must,  we  suppose, 
be  made  earlv  in  life.  The  occasion  of  his  first  published  vol- 
ume is  worthy  oi  mention.  It  was  about  the  year  1823, 
that  a  little  knot  of  young  skeptics  b^an  to  make  them- 
selves busy  in  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  and  it  was  feared 
that  the  evil  would  become  diffusive.  At  the  request  of  one 
of  the  tutors.  Dr.  Alexander  prepared  a  sermon,  much  longer 
than  his  wont,  and  delivered  it  in  the  Coll^  GhapeL  The 
text  was  Luke  xiL  57,  "  Yea,  and  why  even  of  yourselves 
judge  ye  not  what  is  right  ?  *'  The  subject  was  the  Evidences 
of  Christianity.  The  discourse  had  a  happy  effect,  and  awak- 
ened so  much  attention  that  it  was  requested  for  the  press. 
On  preparing  it  for  this  purpose,  he  saw  room  for  much  ad- 
dition, and  at  length  brought  it  out  as  a  small  volume  in 
eighteens,  from  the  Princeton  press,  under  the  title,  "  Out- 
lines of  the  Evidences  of  Christianity.''  A  second  enlarged 
impression  was  soon  called  for.  It  has  since  passed  through 
numerous  editions  in  England  and  America,  has  been  trans- 
lated into  several  languages,  is  used  as  a  text  book  in  many 
ooU^s  and  schools,  and  continues  to  find  sale  without  any 
diminution  fix)m  year  to  year.  Of  this  little  manual,  Presi- 
dent Talmage  observes,  ^^  I  consider  it  one  oi  the  most  per- 
fect models  of  classic  English  which  is  extant ;  a  book  to  be 
closely  studied  by  the  scholar  not  only  for  its  masterly  moral 
demonstrations,  but  for  its  lucidness  and  purity  of  language.'' 
Tet  we  remember  that  the  author  sent  it  abroad,  with  little 
short  of  trembling.    His  analogous  treatise  on  the  Canon  of 
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the  Old  and  NewT^itament  appeared  in  the  year  1826.  At 
that  time,  th^:^  was  no  accessible  treatise  on  this  important 
subject.  It  contains  more  erudition  than  any  of  his  pro- 
dnctionsy  and  was  immediately  taken  up  by  the  British 
I»6S8.  Although  the  substance  of  this  work  was  hicorpo- 
rated  with  the  last  improved  edition  of  the  Evidences,  he 
piepared  it  afresh  for  the  press  in  the  later  years  of  his  life. 
On  the  whde,  it  is  one  of  the  best  i^)ecimens  of  his  learned 
and  eminmtly  cautious  mode  of  investigation. 

'  The  pablioationm  1823,  of  Pr<^ssor  Murdoch's  Discoorse 
on  the  Nature  oi  the  Atonement,  was  a  critical  event  in  the 
theological  history  of  the  times.  In  opposition  to  the  views 
there  avowed,  Dr.  Alexander  contributed  a  series  of  articles, 
occupyii^  about  twenty-five  pages  in  Dr.  Green's  Ohristian 
Advocate.*  So  fiu:  as  he  apprehended  the  scope  of  that 
celebrated  discourse,  it  maintains  that  the  Atonement  re- 
moves only  that  ground  of  punishment  which  arises  fiom 
the  tendency  of  sin  to  disturb  the  good  order  and  happiness 
of  the  universe ;  that  it  does  not  fulfil  or  satisfy  the  demaikk 
^f  the  law  against  transgressors ;  that  instead  oi  being  a 
legal  satis&ction,  it  is  an  exhibition  or  display  of  the  right- 
eonsness  of  Gk)d,  a  symbolical  transaction  intended  to  im- 
press the  minds  of  rational  creatures.  If  this  is  so,  Justifi- 
cation, in  the  view  of  the  reviewer,  is  a  real  departure  firom 
the  regular  couiBC  of  justice,  and  the  atonement  does  not 
divest  the  pardoned  sinner  of  his  guilt.  Ttke  article  is  not 
only  one  of  the  first  but  one  of  the  most  vigorous  of  the 

«  ChriBtian  Advooftte,  1824^  pp.  1^  11(^  U8, 
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anihor's  prodaetioiiB ;  and  as  it  is  hardly  accessible  and 
nnUfcely  to  be  repabliihed,  we  ahall  annex  some  of  its  leading 
observations. 

^'1.  Our  first  remi»k  is,  thi^  this  theory  is  wholly  nnsap- 
ported  by  the  testimony  of  Qod,  in  his  Word.  We  know^ 
indeed,  that  Dr.  M.  has  taken  some  pains  to  show  that  the 
text,  which  he  has  placed  at  the  beginning  ot  his  sermon^ 
ikvonrs  his  ideas  of  the  nature  of  the  atonement ;  but  sup- 
posing his. interpretation  to  be  correct,  it  still  goes  but  a 
▼ery  little  way  towards  making  out  this  theory.  It  merely 
declares  that  the  atonement  is  an  exhibition  of  the  right* 
eonaness  of  Qod.  This  is  one  end  which  it  accomplishes ; 
but  it  does  not  foUow,  that  it  is  the  only  end.  Besides,  it 
may  exhibit  the  righteousness  of  God  by  being  the  execution 
of  the  penalty  of  the  law  upon  the  srnner^s  surety ;  indeed, 
this  is  the  only  way  in  which  it  can  have  this  effect,  accord- 
ing to  our  ideas.  Most  comm^itators,  whom  we  have  con* 
salted,  take  this  view  of  the  verse.  But  is  it  not  very  re- 
markable, that  Dr.  M.  has  not  resorted  to  the  KUe  at  all 
foi  evidence  of  the  truth  of  his  opinions  ?  When  he  leaves 
the  discussion  of  his  text,  he  seems  to  take  leave  of  the 
Scriptures.  Now,  to  us,  this  looks  very  8uq>icious.  Do  we 
know  any  thing— can  we  know  any  thing  of  the  atonement, 
bat  fiom  the  saoied  Scriptures  ?  And  are  they  not  very  fbU 
on  this  subject  ?  Do  they  not  present  the  sulgect  under  a 
variety  of  aspects  ?  Why,  then,  did  net  Dr.  M.  found  his 
system  upon  plain  and  repeated  declarations  of  the  word  of 
Qod  ?  A  theory  in  revealed  theology,  not  founded  on 
«i^cit  declarations  of  the  inspired  volume,  is  no  better 
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than  a  bypotheoB  in  philosophy,  supportiBd  by  no  expeA' 
xnisat.  If  Gkxl  has  dedared  the  natnie  and  end  of  the  atone- 
ment in  his  Word,  we  should  receiye  his  testimony  sabmia- 
sively  and  oordially ;  if  he  has  not  condescended  to  declare 
what  it  is,  we  shall  never  be  able  to  find  it  oat  by  onr  subtle 
speculations  and  distinctions.  Is  it  not  then  an  unaccountable 
thing,  that  Dr.  M.  has  not  even  compared  his  theory  with  the 
numerous  declarations  of  sacred  Scripture  on  this  subject  ? 
We  shall  for  ever  protest  against  this  method  of  constructing 
theological  systems  without  the  aid  of  the  Bible.  It  is  the 
very  bane  of  sound  theology.  Until  men  (and  above  all 
men  professors  in  theological  seminaries)  shall  consent  to 
come  to  the  Word  of  Qt)d,  and  receive  its  doctrines  simply  aa 
they  are  revealed,  and  not  strive  to  be  wise  above  what  is 
written,  we  shall  make  no  real  progress  in  divine  knowledge. 
We  shall  be  overrun  with  refined  theories,  which  will  sup- 
plant each  other  as  rapidly,  and  with  as  little  advantage  to 
the  world,  as  the  fanciful  systems  of  natural  philosophy,  be- 
fore that  science  waa  reduced  within  its  proper  limits  and 
placed  on  its  true  foundation.  In  our  times,  every  man  who 
has  ingenuity  enough  to  spin  out  a  fine  theory,  immediatelj 
fijls  in  love  with  it,  and  dreams  that  great  improvements 
are  making  in  the  sublime  science  of  theology.  But  cer- 
tainly if  theologians  would  study  their  Bibles  nM>re,  aad 
theorize  less,  the  prospect  of  advancement  would  be  mudi 
more  flattering. 

^^  But  Dr.  M.'s  theory  is  not  merely  naked  of  Scriptural 
support ;  it  appears  to  us  in  direct  hostility  with  Scripturei. 
Some  of  his  strong  assertions  have  a  good  deal  the  appear- 
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azide  of  setting  Scripture  authority  at  defiance.  We  know 
that  this  was  not  his  intention,  1;^at  men  in  his  station  ought 
to  regard  even  appearances.  The  holy  Scriptures  teach  that 
"  Christ  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  laWy  being  made  a  cwrse 
for  us — that  he  bare  our  sins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree — 
iJud  he  ga^oe  himself  the  just  for  the  wyfust — uxis  wounded 
for  our  transgressionSy  ami  bruised  for  our  iniquities — when 
we  were  without  strength^  died  for  us — that  he  was  made 
sin  for  us — is  owr  propitiation — gave  his  life  a  ransom 
for  aU — an  offering  and  a  sacrifice  to  Ood ;  and  some 
hundred  other  passages,  of  like  import.  But  Dr.  M.,  without 
ev&a.  troubling  himself  to  explain  any  of  these  texts,  goes 
boldly  forward,  and  declares  that  the  idea  of  Christ  being  a 
sponsor  is  incorrect — that  he  never  satisfied  the  law,  nor  suf- 
fieied  the  execution  of  its  penalty,  nor  removed  the  believer's 
guilt — ^that  the  atonement  is  a  symbol^  an  exhibition,  a  dis- 
j)layj  a  means  of  expressing  the  feelings  of  Gt)d,  merely 
intended,  not  to  inform  the  intellect,  but  make  an  impression 
on  the  feelings  of  rational  creatures.  How  incomprehensible 
must  be  the  language  of  Scripture,  if  it  means  what  Dr.  M. 
teaches  respecting  the  atonement !  But  by  what  methods 
does  he  establish  these  opinions,  which  appear  to  be  so 
strange  to  the  sacred  oracles  ?  By  the  help  of  a  few  distinc- 
tions, and  a  goodly  number  of  bold  assertions.  We  have, 
after  all  our  search,  found  no  other  support  for  these  new 
doctrines. 

"  We  have  not  been  able  to  find  that  the  learned  Pro- 
fessor has  resorted  to  the  Bible  for  a  single  auxiliary  text,  in 
soppoii;  of  his  the(»y.    He  boldly  asserts  that  so  it  is,  and  so 

S8 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


434  THB  ATOMncnr. 

it  must  be ;  bat  why  it  must  be  bo,  he  has  not  oondeeoended 
to  infoim  us.  If  all  the  things  which  he  has  asserted  with- 
oat  proof  are  self-evident  to  him,  his  powers  of  intrntion 
reach  fiur  beyond  oars.  But  we  did  suppose,  that  it  was  in- 
combent  on  him  to  show  that  his  views  do  not  militate  with 
the  plain  declarations  of  Scripture.  This,  however,  he  has 
not  attempted ;  and  unless  he  has  some  method  of  accom- 
plishing it,  of  which  we  have  no  conception,  we  believe  it 
was  prudent  in  him  to  keep  the  declaiations  of  Scripture  as 
much  out  of  view  as  possible.  He  might,  indeed,  have  said 
that  the  texts  of  Scripture,  which  seem  to  teach  the  doctrine 
of  vicarious  satisfitction,  are  all  figurative  ;  but  the  Socinian 
can  use,  and  has  long  ago  used,  this  subterfuge,  with  as 
much  plausibility  as  Dr.  M.  could  possibly  do.  For  our  own 
part,  we  have  established  it  as  a  principle,  to  pay  no  regard 
to  any  theological  theories,  which  are  not  fiurly  founded  on  a 
just  interpretation  of  the  Word  of  God ;  and  therefore  this 
want  of  Scriptural  support  would  have  led  us  to  reject  Dr. 
Murdock's  views  at  once,  if  the  system  had  contained  no 
other  marks  of  reprobation  upon  its  &ce. 

^^  2.  Our  second  remark  on  this  theory  of  the  nature  of 
the  atonement  is,  that  it  is  wholly  incompatible  with  the 
justice  of  God.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  it  makes  the  only 
end  of  the  atonement  to  be  a  display  of  this  attribute ;  ^  an 
exhibition  of  the  righteousness  of  Qod.'  But  Dr.  M.  has 
not  informed  us  how  it  can  produce  this  effect.  He  has,  in- 
deed, told  us  that  it  is  a  symbolical  transaction,  and  is  calcu- 
lated to  make  a  very  deep  impression  on  rational  creatures ; 
but  he  was  no  where  explained  the  way  in  which  the  8n£Ebr- 
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ings  of  Christ  can,  according  to  his  scheme,  have  the  effect 
of  displaying  the  rectitude  of  Gk)d  as  moral  governor  of  the 
universe.  When  he  speaks  of  the  atonement  as  a  symbol, 
he  seems  to  insinuate  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of 
the  transaction  itself  which  has  any  connection  with  the  end ; 
but  that  like  other  sjrmbols,  it  derives  its  signification  from 
divine  institution  ;  just  as  words  derive  their  meaning  from 
agreement  and  use ;  or  as  religious  ceremonies,  which  are 
symbols,  derive  their  import  from  the  appointment  of  (Jod. 
We  have  only  to  remark  on  this  view  of  the  subject,  that  in 
order  to  know  what  meaning  God  has  annexed  to  this  trans- 
action, we  must  have  recourse  to  the  Scriptures ;  there  is  no 
other  possible  method  of  learning  what  the  will  of  (Jod  is  in 
such  cases.  But  as  we  have  seen,  no  attempt  has  been  made 
by  the  learned  professor  to  show  that  his  views  are  supported 
by  the  general  tenor  of  the  Word  of  God.  He  has  not  even 
attempted  to  prove  that  his  theory  can  be  reconciled  with 
the  plain  declarations  of  Scripture.  But  our  remark  is  not 
founded  on  a  mere  defect  of  evidence  in  support  of  the 
.  theory ;  we  maintain,  that  according  to  the  view  of  the 
atonement  taken  by  Dr.  M.  nothing  can  be  conceived  more 
manifestly  inconsistent  with  justice.  The  fact  to  be  ac- 
counted for  is,  that  Christ  the  Son  of  God,  by  the  determi- 
nate counsel  of  God,  endured  sufferings  unspeakably  great. 
According  to  the  theory  under  consideration,  no  sin  was 
charged  to  his  account.  He  suffered  not  in  the  place  of  any 
one.  The  law  was  not  executed  upon  him.  The  transac- 
tion was  simply  this  :  The  most  glorious  and  innocent  person 
in  the  universe,  who  was  capable  of  suffering,  was  punished 
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in  the  most  g^eyous  maimer^  having  no  sins  to  answer  for, 
either  his  own  or  those  of  others.  Is  there  any  need  of  aiga- 
ment  or  illustration  on  a  point  so  plain  ?  Is  there  any  thii^ 
conceivable  more  incompatible  with  righteousness  than  the 
punishment  of  an  innocent  person  ?  Nor  will  it  change 
the  nature  of  the  transaction  to  say^  that  Christ  consented 
to  endure  this  exceeding  weight  of  misery.  For  any  one  to 
consent  to  be  dealt  with  unjustly  cannot  make  it  just :  if  a 
man  consent  that  another  should  kill  him  or  dejuive  him  of 
his  liberty,  the  consent  cannot  make  it  right  How  then 
could  it  be  just  in  God  to  afflict  with  pains  so  inconceivably 
great,  his  own  Son,?  K  he  were  considered  in  the  ligjit 
of  a  sponsor,  or  substitute,  then  indeed  the  case  would  be 
changed.  We  shall  not  now  discuss  the  question,  whether  a 
substitute  for  sinners  is  admissible  ;  but  supposing  that 
Christ  did  become  a  substitute,  then  he  could  be  punished 
consistently  with  justice ;  t)ut  if  we  consider  him  as  an  inno- 
cent person,  subjected  to  the  penalty  of  no  law,  and  having 
no  demands  of  justice  to  satisfy,  there  can  scarcely  be 
expressed  a  more  self-evident  proposition,  than  that  his 
death  and  suflferings  are  irreconcilable  with  justice.  Dr.  M. 
admits,  that  the  r^ular  course  of  distributive  justice  is  sus- 
pended. ^  JustyicatiGn  is  a  real  departure  from  the  regular 
tx)urse  of  justice ; '  but  this  departure  from  justice  does  not 
relate  to  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  but  to  the  remission  of  the 
penalty  of  the  law  incurred  by  transgressors.  There  is  there- 
fore a  twofold  injustice  necessary  to  be  supposed,  according 
to  this  theory :  the  one  in  the  sufferings  of  the  innocent ; 
the  other  in  the  remission  of  punishment  to  the  guilty. 
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How  Gkxl  cftn  be  just  whfle  he  departs  fix>m  the  r^nlar 
course  (^  jnstice,  is  what  Dr.  M.  has  yet  to  explain ;  and  how 
that  departure  can  be  an  exhibition  of  his  righteousness  or 
justice,  is  a  proUem  still  more  difficult  to  be  solved.  The 
Buler  of  the  universe,  in  the  atonement,  departs  from  the 
regular  course  of  justice,  in  the  pimishment  of  the  innocent 
and  in  the  release  of  the  guilty ;  and  yet  this  transaction  is 
to  exhibit  his  r^hteousness ;  that  he  might  be  just,  and  the 
justifier  of  him  who  believeth  in  Jesus  I 

^^We  have  no  doubt  that  the  learned  professor  has 
thought  much  on  this  subject ;  and  yet  it  is  manifest  to  us 
that  he  would  have  done  well  to  extend  his  views  still  further 
than  he  has  done.  His  scheme  needs  much  addition  to 
render  it  in  any  degree  consistent. 

'^  3.  Our  third  remark  is,  that  according  to  this  theory 
the  death  of  Christ  has  in  it  nothing  of  the  nature  of  atone- 
xnent.  An  atonement  is  a  satisfistction  made  to  an  offended 
person  in  behalf  of  the  offender.  It  is  a  means  of  appeasing 
the  anger  of  the  person  injured.  An  atonement  for  the  sins 
of  men  must  contain  in  it  a  aati^adion  to  Gkxl  on  account 
of  their  sins.  It  is  an  expiation,  or  propitiation  for  sin.  But 
according  to  this  scheme,  it  is  a  mere  symbolical  transaction, 
intended  to  make  the  impression  that  God  is  righteous.  But 
this  is  no  atonement.  Suppose  God  had  fixed  upon  some- 
thing else  as  the  symbol  of  this  truth — suppose  he  had  an- 
nexed to  the  vivid  lightning,  this  meaning,  would  there  be 
any  propriety  in  calling  this  an  atonement  ?  Take  away  all 
idea  of  the  death  of  Christ  being  a  satisfaction  to  law  and 
justice  in  behalf  of  idnners,  and  you  destroy  the  very  nature 
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of  atonement.  The  name  may  be  retained,  bat  the  thing 
is  gone  as  completely,  as  in  any  system  of  Socinianism  what- 
ever. Indeed  vicarious  wfferings  are  excluded  from  this  sys- 
tem by  the  ex{»re8S  and  repeated  declaiations  of  the  author ; 
therefore  all  inquiries  and  disputes  respecting  the  persons 
for  whom  the  atonement  was  made,  are  pronounced  to  be 
improper,  and  to  arise  from  not  \mderstanding  the  nature  of 
the  atonement.  That  the  author  does  reject  the  idea  of 
vicarious  satis&ction  firom  the  atonement,  is  manifest  from 
the  whole  tenor  of  the  discourse,  but  it  is  explicitly  stated  in 
his  third  inference,  when  he  says — ^  These  controversies 
(about  the  extent  of  the  atonement)  arise  £rom  the  suppo- 
sition, that  the  atonement  draws  after  it  by  necessary  conse- 
quence, the  salvation,  or  at  least  the  pardon,  of  all  that  be- 
lieve. And  they  have  given  no  little  trouble  to  those  who 
hold  the  doctrine  of  vicariotis  aaii^adum,'  Now  we  con- 
tend that  this  destroys  the  very  nature  of  atonement,  and 
that  the  word  ought  not  to  be  retained.  Suppose  that  we 
were  informed,  that  a  number  of  soldiers  had  disobeyed  or- 
ders, and  incurred  thereby  a  heavy  penalty,  but  that  an 
atonement  had  been  offered  and  accepted ;  is  it  possible  to 
separate  from  it  the  idea  of  the  persons  for  whom  it  was 
made  ?  K  an  atonement  has  been  made,  in  whatever  it 
consists,  the  inquiry  will  ever  be  proper — ^for  whom  was  it 
nxade  ?  For  every  thing  which  partakes  in  any  degree  of 
the  nature  of  atonement,  must  have  relation  to  oSenoes,  and 
these  suppose  persons  who  are  chargeable  with  them.  And 
an  atonement  which  has  no  relation  to  o£fences  committed,  is 
an  absurdity ;  if  the  word  be  applied  to  things  of  this  kmd, 
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it  is  an  abuse  of  language.  All  that  is  said  in  this  third 
inferenoe,  in  the  condusion  of  the  sennon,  furnishes  condu- 
sive  evid^ice^  that  according  to  the  theory  of  the  author^  the 
true  nature  of  atonement  is  completelj  destroyed. 

^'4.  Moreover^  it  will  appear  by  an  impartial  consideratioQ 
oi  the  principles  laid  down  in  this  discourse,  that  an  e£fectual 
atonement  is  impossilde,  because  the  principal  ground  of 
punishing  transgressors  cannot  be  remoyed  by  an  atonem^t. 
The  author  admits  that  sin  deserves  to  be  punished  on  ac- 
count of  its  intrinsic  evil ;  but  he  asserts,  as  we  have  se^ 
that  nothing  that  a  Mediator  can  do,  will  have  any  effect  to 
remove  this  reason  of  punishment.  Then  it  must  remain  in 
Ml  force,  or  must  be  removed  in  some  other  way.  What 
that  way  is  the  preacher  has  undertaken  to  inform  us,  p.  16^ 
17.  ^  They  (sinning  creatures)  must  become  holy ;  this,  and 
this  only,  can  remove  the  first  ground  of  punishment — «nd 
this  certainly  will  remove  it.'  Now,  however  strange  this 
doctrine  may  appear  to  some  persons,  we  ought  not  to  be 
surprised  at  the  earnestness  and  confidence  with  which  it  is 
asserted  ;  for  if  this  position  cannot  be  maintained,  the 
whole  theory  is  perfectly  nugatory.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  principle  here  assumed,  whether  true  or  false,  is  a  comer 
stone  in  this  fabric.  Let  us  see  then  what  has  been  brought 
to  support  it.  The  whole  is  included  in  the  latter  clause  of 
a  sentence  already  quoted.  'When  creatures  cease  to  be 
sinners,  they  cease  to  be  odious  in  the  sight  of  Qod.'  The 
author  seems,  however,  to  have  felt  some  misgivings  about 
this  matter ;  for,  in  the  next  sentence,  the  idea  is  repeated 
lYith  some  addition :  ^  Their  new  and  holy  characters,'  says 
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bOy  ^render  them  now  bvelj  in  his  view ;  and  he  can  tfaeie* 
fore  feel  no  repugnance^  9o/ar  as  ih^  prt9emi  charcuierB  art 
cancemedy  to  embracing  them  as  his  dear  children.'  What 
does  he  mean  by  ^  present  chaiacten  ? '  If  no  more  than 
that  a  holy  Gtod  must  be  pleased  with  the  present  holy  exei^ 
dses  of  a  holy  soul,  it  is  true,  but  nothing  at  all  to  the  par- 
pose.  Does  Glod,  in  viewing  the  characters  of  his  creatures, 
extend  his  attention  to  nothing  but  the  present  exercises  ? 
Do  not  all  the  actions  ever  performed  go  into  the  estimate  ? 
Let  us  Buppoee  two  cieatures  of  similar  &culties  and  advan- 
tages, one  of  whom  departs  from  the  way  of  rectitude,  and 
lives  for  many  years  in  the  commission  of  the  most  enormous 
crimes,  while  the  other  retains  his  innocence  and  nevw  of- 
fends ;  but  at  the  end  of  this  period,  the  first  returns  (no 
matter  how)  to  his  original  state  of  purity ;  must  Qod,  from 
the  holiness  of  his  nature,  view  them  with  the  same  appro- 
bation ?  Does  the  ceasing  to  perform  evil  acts  immediatdy 
obliterate  them,  so  that  they  can  have  no  ethot  on  the  Divine 
mind  ?  It  is  wonderful  that  the  sagacious  author  did  not 
feel  the  force  of  his  own  sound  reasoning  in  the  next  para* 
graph.  ^  He  has  committed  deeds  which  cannot  be  recalled. 
He  is  a  transgressor  of  the  law,  and  must  for  ever  stand 
guilty.  What  is  d(Hie  can  never  be  undone.  All  he  can  do 
will  be  to  repent  of  the  past,  and  cease  to  do  evil  for  the 
future/  Now,  these  are  incontrovertible  truths;  and  Dr. 
M.  will  do  us  a  great  fovour,  if  he  will  show  why  they  do 
not  apply  as  perfectly  to  the  first  ground  of  punishment  laid 
down  by  him,  as  to  the  second.  When  men  form  an  esti- 
mate of  the  characters  of  one  another,  do  they  not  c(Hnine- 
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heod  in  their  view  the  whole  condnct  of  every  person,  so  fiur 
aa  they  can  ascertain  it  ?  If  it  were  not  so,  a  man  who  has 
refonned  need  not  he  ashamed  of  having  perpetrated  the 
most  abominable  crimes.  Qod  views  things  as  they  are,  and 
in  their  just  connections.  All  the  actions  of  a  man  belong 
to  him,  and  go  to  form  his  character  ;  those  performed  long 
ago  are  as  much  his  own,  and  as  truly  appertain  to  his 
character,  as  those  which  he  is  performing  at  the  present 
moment.  It  cannot  be,  therefore,  that  Qoi  can  look  npon 
one  who  is  stained  with  the  guilt  of  enormous  sins,  in  the 
same  %ht  as  if  he  had  never  offended,  because  he  has  now 
beoome  holy.  He  must  for  ever  contemplate  the  man  as 
one  who  has  been  guilty  of  heinous  o£^ces,  and  as  he  acts 
i^reeably  to  his  own  views  of  truth,  he  must  deal  with  such 
an  one  according  to  his  character.  We  speak  now  in  re^ 
la^ion  to  the  theory  of  Dr.  M.^  for  we  believe  that  by  a 
Mediator,  the  greatest  sinner  can  be  so  reconciled  to  God^ 
that  he  can  be  received  as  if  he  had  never  offended ;  but  this 
can  nev^  be  the  case  upon  the  plan  here  proposed.  A  mere 
diange  of  character  can  never  remove*  this  ground  of  punish* 
ment.  Indeed,  to  suppose  that  it  could,  is  to  suppose  that 
guilt  contracted  by  a  series  of  evil  acts,  can  be  obliterated  by 
tbe  performance  of  holy  acts  afterwards.  This  is  the  identi- 
cal eirroi  of  those  who  think  that  repentance  will  certainly 
wash  away  all  fonner  sins.  But  if  the  intrinsic  evil  of  sin 
18  a  just  ground  of  punishment,  as  Dr.  M.  iuUy  admits ; 
and  if  a  creature  by  transgression  has  incurred  this  punish- 
ment, then  his  performing  his  duty  afterwards  can  have  no 
eflect  on  his  former  guilt.    His  good  conduct  for  the  present 
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will  Becttie  him  fiom  incorring  more  guilt,  bat  the  old  duuges 
stand  in  fall  force  against  him.  If  then  this  groand  of  pan- 
ishment  cannot  be  removed  by  making  the  creatare  holy, 
and  if,  as  Dr.  M.  asserts,  ^  nothing  that  a  Mediator  can  do 
will  remoye  it,'  what  is  the  condition  of  every  sinner  ?  Is 
not  salvation  impossible  ?  For,  when  by  the  atonement  the 
second  groand  of  panishment  is  removed,  the  first  standing 
in  full  force,  all  the  sa£krings  and  work  of  the  Mediator 
mast  be  utterly  ineffectual  Dr.  M.  should  have  examined 
this  ground  more  thoroughly,  before  he  ventured  to  trust  his 
whole  structure  upon  it.  He  has  certainly  brought  himself 
into  a  dilemma :  either  reformation  must  have  the  efficacy 
of  cancdUng  contracted  guilt,  or  the  'Salvation  of  any  sinner 
is  impossible ;  for  here  is  a  punishment  incurred  which  no 
atonement  can  remove. 

'^  We  have  no  doubt  that  this  single  truth  is  sufficient 
to  demolish  Dr.  M.'s  whole  theory.  The  foundation  is  un- 
sound ;  the  main  principle  is  perfectly  untenable ;  and  when 
this  is  removed,  the  superstructure  must  All — ^unless  we  can 
be  reconciled  to  a  scheme  which  would  plunge  every  sinner 
into  utter  despair. 

^'5.  We  remark  again,  that  the  idea  of  pardim  and 
justification,  entertained  by  Dr.  M.,  is  inconsistent  and  im- 
possible. According  to  his  views, '  the  atonement  does  not 
cause  a  sinner  to  be  justified  on  the  principles  of  law  and 
distributive  justice;  '  ^  nor  did  it  cover  his  sins,'  ^nor  cause 
them  to  be  overlooked  and  forgotten.'  But  '  the  pardoned 
sinner  not  only  remains,  in  fact,  the  same  guilty  creature  he 
was  before,  but  he  is  viewed  by  his  Maker  as  perscMially 
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guilty/  On  what  principles  then  does  justification  take 
place  ?  To  this  he  answers, '  we  pronounce  the  justification 
of  belieyers  to  be  an  act  of  the  sovereign  mercy  of  God,  a 
departure  fiom  the  regular  course  of  justice ;  and  such  a  de- 
parture as  leaves  the  claims  of  the  law  for  ever  unsatisfied.' 
This,  we  must  think,  is  a  kind  of  justification  never  heard 
of  before.  The  law  which  binds  the  creature,  and  which  is 
immutable,  remains  for  ever  unsatisfied,  and  the  person  is 
justified  I  The  pardoned  sinner  remains  as  guilty  as  before 
his  pardon  I  This  justification  then  is,  confessedly,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  demands  of  the  law.  It  is  a  departure  fiom 
justice.  Was  such  a  doctrine  ever  promulged  till  now  ? 
If  the  demands  of  the  law  remain  unsatisfied,  then  the  trans- 
gressor remains  in  a  state  of  condemnation,  for  the  demand 
of  the  law  against  the  sinner  is,  that  he  shall  die.  But  ha 
is  justified  by  an  act  of  sovereign  mercy.  How  is  this  ? 
condenmed  and  justified  at  the  same  moment  ?  Yes,  for 
ever  condemned,  and  yet  for  ever  justified  I  Pardoned,  yet 
not  divested  of  guilt ! — ^A  more  manifest  contradiction  can- 
not be  expressed  in  word&  It  shocks  common  sense,  and 
sets  all  argument  at  defiance. 

^^  But  the  truth  is,  that,  according  to  the  author's  scheme, 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  justification,  in  any  proper  sense. 
The  theory  is,  that  law  and  justice  are  totally  disregarded  in 
the  salvation  of  the  sinner.  The  word  Just^cation^  like  the 
word  atonement^  is  retained,  while  the  thing  properly  sig- 
nified by  it  has  no  existence.  Here  then  we  see  that  the 
attributes  of  justice  and  mercy  are  so  &r  fiom  harmonizing 
in  the  plan  of  salvation,  that  the  former  is  utteriy  disregarded. 
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to  make  way  for  the  latter.  The  thing  iB  not  denied  ;  it  il 
88  explicitly  declared  as  words  can  express  it.  There  is  inr 
deed  an  appearance  of  caution  in  some  of  the  expressioiB, 
aS)  ^  a  departure  from  the  regular  course  of  justice/  as  if 
there  might  be  some  other  course.  But  to  crown  all,  thia 
theory  makes  the  great  end  of  the  atonement  to  be^  ^  an 
exhibition  of  the  rectitude  of  Qod  I ' 

"  We  are  constrained,  from  this  Tiew  of  Dr.  M.'s  theory 
of  the  nature  of  the  atonement,  to  declare,  that  it  is  more 
dishonourable  to  the  Divine  attributes,  and  more  inconsistent 
with  itself,  than  any  system  which  we  have  ever  before  con- 
templated. 

"  6.  The  great  end  of  the  atonement,  according  to  this 
theory  is,  to  make  such  a  display  of  Gkxl's  holiness  and  de- 
termination to  punish  sin,  that  a  lasting  impression  may  be 
lefb  on  the  minds  of  rational  creatures,  that  sin  shall  not 
pass  with  impunity  under  the  gOYemment  of  God.  But  we 
assert,  that  according  to  the  view  given  by  this  theory,  the 
death  of  Christ  can  have  no  such  effect ;  for  the  &ct  is,  that 
in  every  instance  in  which  it  is  pardoned,  it  is  unpunished, 
and  how  can  this  teach  other  creatures  that  their  sins  shall 
oertainly  receive  their  due  wages  ?  As  &r  as  conduct  can 
establish  a  principle,  the  very  contrary  of  this  is  made  cer- 
tain. It  is  true,  Christ  has  suffered  a  painftil  and  ignomin- 
ious death;  but  this  cannot  teach  that  the  sinner  will 
hereafter  be  punished.  Christ  was  not  a  sinner,  and  no  sins 
were  imputed  to  him ;  he  suffered,  according  to  Dr.  M.,  in  all 
respects  as  an  innocent  person.  All  that  can  properly  be  in- 
fiarred  from  this  is,  that  if  creatures  transgress  the  law  of  Qod, 
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ihey  will  not  be  punished,  bat  the  Governor  of  the  nmyerae 
will  pour  out  his  wrath  upon  some  other  party.  It  is  calcu- 
lated to  make  the  innocent  tremUe,  but  there  is  nothing  in 
the  transaction  to  terrify  the  guilty.  Let  us,  for  illustratioD, 
suppose,  that  some  king,  after  a  number  of  his  subjects  had 
been  guilty  of  the  highest  crimes,  should,  instead  of  execut- 
ing the  law  upon  them,  inflict  a  terrible  punishment  on  his 
own  son,  to  make  the  impression  on  his  subjects  that  he  was 
ju8t^  and  would  certainly  hereafter  excute  the  laws  up<m 
offenders.  Would  not  all  the  world  cry  out  against  the 
measure,  not  only  as  most  unjust,  but  most  preposterous  ? 
The  impression  made  would  indeed  be  deep  and  awful,  but 
it  would  be  an  impression  of  horror  in  relation  to  his  adnun- 
istration.  But  such  is  the  theory  of  the  atonement  inculcated 
by  a  learned  professor  in  one  of  our  orthodox  seminaries,  on 
more  than  a  hundred  pupils,  and  now  printed  for  their  in* 
struction.  We  have  read  somewhere  of  a  Brahmin,  who, 
supposing  that  he  had  suffered  a  great  injury  from  a  person 
from  whom  he  could  obtain  no  satisfaction,  brought  his  own 
son,  and  murdered  him  in  the  presence  of  the  man  who  had 
offended  him.  This  is  the  only  analogous*  case  which  we 
have  noticed  in  the  proceedings  of  men. 

^^7.  Our  last  remark  is,  that  this  scheme  robs  the  cross 
of  its  chief  attractions,  and  greatly  obscures  the  glory  of  the 
divine  attributes  displayed  in  the  death  of  Christ.  Ac* 
oording  to  the  iiieory  under  consideration,  there  is  here  no 
manifestation  of  GK)d's  hatred  of  sin,  on  account  of  its  in- 
trinsic evil ;  no  exhibition  of  his  justice  in  inflicting  the 
deserved  punishment  on  sin  in  the  person  of  a  surety ;  no 
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regard  manifested  to  trath^  or  to  the  sacred  and  immutable 
nature  of  the  law,  by  executing  the  penalty  incurred.  And 
as  to  the  wisdom  of  appointing  such  a  costly  sacrifice,  merely 
to  make  a  symbolical  representation,  we  cannot  see  it.  The 
expense  appears  to  us  far  too  great  for  the  end  to  be  accom- 
plished. We  were  pleased,  indeed,  to  find  that  Dr.  M.  holds 
firmly  the  doctrine  of  our  Saviour's  divinity,  but  we  confess 
that  we  could  not  see  the  justness  of  that  inference,  in  which 
it  is  represented  as  deducible  firom  the  doctrine  of  the 
sermon.  We  cannot  understand  why  a  divine  person  must 
become  incarnate  and  suffer  death,  merely  as  a  symbol,  to 
make  the  impression  of  a  certain  truth  on  the  feelings  of  ra- 
tional creatures.  We  will  concede  to  Dr.  M.  that  the  im- 
pression made,  will  be  deeper  from  the  sufferings  of  such  a 
person,  than  from  those  of  a  creature,  but  that  does  by  no 
means  prove  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary.  The  preacher, 
indeed,  tells  us  what  is  very  true,  that  the  simple  preaching 
of  the  cross  has  had  a  mighty  efficacy  in  converting  men 
firom  sin  unto  God ;  but  this  simple  preaching  to  which  he 
refers,  has  alwajrs  been  very  different  firom  those  views  of  the 
cross  whicl^  he  has  given.  It  was  a  plain  declaration  of  what 
the  Scriptures  teach,  where  every  text  that  relates  to  the 
subject,  conveys  the  idea  of  vicarious  sufferings ;  of  a  sacri- 
fice offered  up  for  us ;  of  the  love  of  Qod  in  ^  not  sparing 
his  own  Son,  but  delivering  him  up  for  us  alL'  The 
Gt)spel  represents  Christ  as  made  under  the  law;  as  be- 
commg  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness;  as  being 
made  sin  for  us ;  as  enduring  the  curse  of  the  law,  &c 
The  simple  preaching  of  the  cross  displays  the  divine  attri- 
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bnteB ;  exhibits  them  in  harmony^  in  the  {dan  of  salvation ; 
repres^ts  the  law  as  honoured  and  the  ri^ts  of  Qod  as 
(Governor  of  the  nniverse  vindicated ;  and  shows  (not  after 
Dr.  ll's  manner)  how  Qod  can  be  jost^  and  the  jnstifier 
of  him  who  believes  in  Jesus.  But  all  these  things  are  ex- 
doded  fixun  the  scheme  under  consideration,  and  a  strange 
doctrine  introduced  of  a  departure  from  justice  ;  a  justifica- 
tion in  total  disregard  of  the  claims  of  the  law  and  distributive 
justice ;  of  pardon  bestowed  on  the  sinner,  whilst  he  remains 
as  guilty  as  ever ;  of  a  symbol  to  make  some  undefined  im- 
pression on  the  feelings ;  of  the  punishment  of  a  glorious 
person  on  whom  no  sin  was  charged,  to  demonstrate  that 
Qod  was  righteous,  and  that  he  would  certainly  punish  the 
transgressors  of  his  law,  &c.  K  this  theory  does  not  rob  the 
cross  of  its  attractions  and  obscure  the  glory  which  encircles 
it,  we  will  confess  that  we  are  blind. 

^'For  ourselves,  we  are  not  sorry  to  see  Dr.  M.  come  out 
with  lus  whole  system,  for  we  are  persuaded  there  are  thou- 
sands who  are  charmed  with  vague  notions  of  a  general  and 
indefinite  atonement,  which  has  no  respect  to  the  sins  of  in- 
dividuals, who  will  shrink  with  horror  from  the  system  when 
&irly  extended  to  its  legitimate  consequences,  and  traced  to 
its  primary  principles.  And  after  all  our  immense  improve- 
ments in  this  part  of  theology,  we  shall  find  ourselves  under 
the  necessity  of  rejecting  it  altogether,  or  sitting  down  in 
company  with  Luther  and  Calvin,  and  even  of  taking  good 
dd  Anselm  by  the  hand." 

In  the  year  1825,  a  quarterly  publication  was  issued  at 
Princeton,  under  the  title  of  the  Biblioal  Bepebtobt.    It 
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^ns  projected  and  tmdertalmL  by  Professor  Hodge,  under 
whose  auspioes  it  has  continued  to  flourish  till  this  day, 
having  now  completed  its  twenty-ninth  annual  volume.  As 
it  is  the  oldest  of  existii^  American  theological  reviews,  so 
we  believe  it  to  have  as  wide  a  circulation  as  any.  Its  ohar- 
acter  is  too  widely  known  to  require  pur  coiomendation.  At 
its  inception,  the  plan  did  not  look  much  beyond  the  reprint 
of  rare  and  useful  treatises  on  Criticism  and  HermeneuticSy 
but  it  soon  became  the  channel  for  original  articles  on  theo- 
logical subjects.  Through  good  and  evil  report  it  has  pur* 
sued  its  way,  and  has  contributed  more  than  any  other 
agency,  to  make  known  those  opinions  which  belong  to  what 
some  have  chosen  to  call  the  Princeton  School.  In  times 
of  controversy  it  has  not  refrained  from  a  free  expression  of 
judgment  on  great  questions ;  and  its  pages  contain  ample 
discussion  of  all  matters  relating  to  the  defence  of  Calvin- 
ism  and  Presbytery,  the  policy  of  the  Church,  the  duurities 
of  the  age,  new  divinity,  new  philosophy,  and  new  measures, 
and  especially  the  difficulties  which  preceded,  acc(»npamed 
and  followed  the  division  of  our  ecclesiastical  body.  Some 
of  the  ablest  writers  in  our  communion  have  chosen  it  as  the 
vehicle  of  their  best  thoughts ;  among  these,  to  say  nothing 
of  those  who  survive,  we  may  mention  Dr.  Miller,  Dr.  Gre^ 
Dr.  Rice,  Dr.  Fisk,  Dr.  Breckinridge,  Dr.  Winchester,  and 
Dr.  Dod.  From  the  beginning.  Dr.  Alexander  was  active  as 
a  counsellor,  and  from  the  year  1829  he  was  a  constant  and 
often  a  large  contributor.  Its  volumes  contain  some  of  his 
most  elaborate  and  memorable  treatises  on  theology,  besides 
many  essays  and  reviews  of  a  minor  sort. 
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80  &r  as  can  be  discoTered^  his  first  (xmtribution  to  the 
Be?iew  was  an  Essaj  on  the  Bible  as  ftimishing  a  key  to  the 
phenomena  of  the  natnial  world ;  appearing  in  two  nam- 
beis  of  1829.  But  this  was  followed  by  one  of  his  most  able 
and  striking  productions^  namely,  his  review  of  Dr.  Thomas 
Brown's  celebrated  work  on  Cause  and  Effect.  As  a  teacher 
of  mental  philosophy,  and  one  well  versed  in  all  the  varieties 
of  Scottish  opinion,  he  looked  with  lively  interest  upon  the 
speculations  of  this  fsiscinating  writer ;  and  believing  them  to 
be  fraught  with  danger  to  the  cause  of  truth,  he  attempted 
a  refutation,  which  has  been  judged  fair  and  successful  So 
&r  as  we  have  learnt,  this  was  the  earliest  extended  reply  to 
Brown;  for  Sir  William  Hamilton's  noted  review  in  the 
Edinburgh  did  not  make  its  appearance  until  the  following 
year.  To  this  dissertation  we  would  confidently  refer  those 
who  would  judge  of  his  qualifications  for  metaphysical  in- 
quiry, or  would  learn  the  methods  of  subtile  and  patient 
analysis,  for  which  his  lectures  were  remarkable.  In  this 
answer,  he  shows  that  on  Brown's  hypothesis  all  reasoning 
fsom  the  nature  of  an  efiect  to  the  nature  of  its  cause,  or 
the  reverse,  must  be  futile ;  that  this  defeats  the  teleiological 
argument  for  the  being  of  Qod;  that  it  destroys  human 
accountability ;  and  hence  that  it  is  untenable  and  danger^ 
ooa  The  closing  sentence  is  characteristic:  ^^That  his 
theories  have  in  some  instances  operated  unfavourably  on 
young  men  of  ardent  minds,  we  know  to  be  a  fact ;  but,  in 
our  opinion,  the  right  way  to  prevent  the  bad  consequences 
of  such  books,  is  not  to  prohibit,  but  to  answer  them,  and  to 
lead  young  men  to  peruse  them  with  caution,  and  at  the 
right  time." 

29 
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The  name  of  Dr.  Alezand^  has  been  long  asBOciated  mih 
the  American  Odoniaation  Society.  Indeed,  if  those  who 
were  of  the  conncils  ifddch  projected  it,  and  eariy  committed 
themselyes  in  its  fitvoor,  are  to  be  ranked  as  its  foonden, 
he  assuredly  deserves  a  nione  among  them.  The  Bev.  Dr. 
Robert  Finley,  the  real  fether  of  the  enterprise  in  its  mod- 
em form,  was  a  native  of  Princeton,  and  an  alnmnus  of  the 
College.  He  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Dr.  Alexander,  aad 
we  remember  the  long  and  anxious  interviews  which  tiwy 
held  upon  this  subject.  Dr.  Finley  once  said  to  his  friend, 
^*  When  I  consider  what  many  others  have  effected  f<»  the 
benefit  of  their  suffering  fellow-creatures  at  an  eariiw  age 
than  mine,  I  am  humbled  and  mortified  to  think  how  little 
I  have  done."  This  he  uttered  with  ardent  emotion,  adding 
his  determination  to  engage  in  some  enterprise  for  the  good 
of  mankind.  Not  many  months  afterwards  he  disdosed  to 
the  same  firiend  his  plan  of  a  colony  of  free  blacks  on  the 
western  coast  of  Africa.  The  scheme  struck  most  as  <^ 
merical ;  but  Finley  was  immovable,  and  from  the  veiy 
outset  Dr.  Alexander  was  as  sanguine  as  he.  The  first 
public  meeting  which  ever  took  place  in  the  country  to  con- 
sider this  matter  was  held  in  the  borough  of  Princeton ; 
where  Dr.  Finley  gave  an  exposition  of  his  plan.  The  meet- 
ing was  small,  but  among  those  present  were  the  profeflscnns 
and  most  of  the  students  of  the  Theological  Seminary.^  It 
certainly  added  to  the  interest  which  he  felt  in  this  under- 
taking, that  it  was  his  young  townsman,  Captain  Bobert  F. 
Stockton,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who,  in  1622,  acoom- 

*  Hiatory  of  Colonizatioa  on  the  Western  Coast  of  AMca ;  p.  SOi 
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paoidd  by  Dr.  Ayres,  effected  the  puichaee  of  Mesuittdo 
ttom  the  natives^  by  a  series  of  prudent  and  hieroio  acts, 
which  almost  saYOor  of  romance.  He  never  Mtered  in  his 
seal  f<Hr  cdionization.  When  others  fell  back,  he  was  always 
hopeful,  and  his  testimony  was  often  repeated,  ^^I  am  as 
ftdly  persuaded  that  the  plan  of  colonizing  the  free  people 
of  oobur  in  Africa  is  wise  and  benevolent,  as  I  ever  was  of 
the  wisdom  and  benevolence  of  any  human  enterfmBe."  ^^  It 
behooves  those,"  said  he,  ^'who  industriously  sow  prejudices 
against  Colonization  in  the  minds  of  the  free  people  of 
colour,  to  consider  what  injury  they  may  be  inflicting  on 
them  and  their  posterity.  Let  them  either  propose  some 
method  by  which  these  degraded  and  down-trodden  pec^le 
may  be  rendered  more  comfortable  and  respectaUe  here,  or 
let  them  cease  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  their  emi- 
gration to  a  countiy  where  they  may  have  the  opportunity 
of  enjoying  the  real  blessings  of  freedom.  It  is  in  vain  to 
dedaim  about  the  prejudice  of  colour ;  however  unreasona- 
aUe,  it  will  long  continue  to  exist,  and  will  prove  an  effec- 
tual bar  to  the  possession  and  enjoyment  of  the  same  privi- 
leges and  advantages  which  the  white  population  enjoy.  If 
I  were  a  coloured  man,  I  would  not  hesitate  a  moment  to 
relinquish  a  country  where  a  black  skin  and  the  lowest 
degree  of  degradation  are  so  identified,  that  scarcely  any 
manifestation  of  talent,  scarcely  any  course  of  good  conduct, 
can  entirely  overcome  the  contempt  which  exists,  and  which 
is  perhaps  stronger  in  the  free  than  in  the  slaveholding 
States;  and  I  would  use  every  exertion  to  reach  a  land 
where  it  is  no  crime  and  no  dishonour  to  appear  in  a  coloured 
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skin,  a  oonntry  where  no  white  superiors  look  down  upon 
the  black  race,  but  where  they  are  lords  of  the  soil  and 
rulers  of  the  nation.  I  admire  the  honest  ambition  and 
noble  daring  of  the  first  emigrants.  Then  no  Liberia  ex- 
isted. The  Society  owned  not  one  foot  of  ground  oa  that 
continent,  and  it  was  extremely  doubtful  whether  they  would 
be  able  to  obtain  any  territory  for  a  colony.  Yet  these  lion- 
hearted  men,  resolved  to  run  every  risk,  took  their  lives  in 
their  hands.  Like  Abram,  they  went  out,  not  knowing 
whither  they  went ;  and  the  event  has  proved  that  they 
were  called  by  the  providence  of  God,  to  engage  in  this 
hazardous  enterprise.  And  I  cannot  but  feel  pity  for  the 
grovelling  views  of  many  coloured  men,  now  residing  in  a 
state  of  degradation  in  this  country,  who  in  Liberia  might 
rise  to  wealth  and  independence,  and  perhaps  to  high  and 
honourable  office." 

The  visit  which  he  made  to  Vii^ginia  in  1825,  gave  great 
pleasure  to  his  friends,  and  to  none  more  than  to  Dr.  John 
H.  Rice,  who  wrote  often  concerning  it.  "If,"  says  he, 
"  you  could  but  have  witnessed  the  universal  burst  of  joy 
when  it  was  understood  that  you  were  coming,  and  the  deep 
disappointment  expressed  by  every  one,  on  hearing  that 
probably  you  would  not  come,  you  would  know  what  influ- 
ence under  the  divine  blessing  you  could  exert  here."  "  It 
is  not  possible  to  hire  a  carriage  for  yoUy  in  this  neighbour- 
hood. Nobody  will  hear  of  that.  I  do  trust  that  we  shall 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  and  hearing  you  talk  once 
more.  Your  head  quarters  must  be  with  us;  in  the  old 
house  occupied  by  you  so  many  years.     This  is  the  central 
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pointy  to  which  people  are  most  ia  the  habit  of  oomiiig  ;  and 
near  which  people  who  come  £rom  Cumberland  and  Charlotte 
will  find  it  easiest  to  get  accommodations/'  Thus  wrote 
this  wann  friend  while  the  journey  was  in  prospect ;  he  after- 
wards says  :  '^  I  do  believe  that  it  would  prolong  your  life 
and  extend  your  usefulness^  if  you  could  make  such  a  visit 
every  year.  It  might  be  the  means  of  bringing  your  children 
acquainted  with  the  children  of  those,  who  will  never  cease 
to  love  you  with  a  fervour  and  perpetuity  of  affection,  which 
is  rarely  to  be  found  except  among  old  Virginia  Presbyteri- 
ans. Come  then  often  among  us,  and  let  us  eiyoy  the 
pleasure  of  showing,  or  rather  trying  to  show  how  much  we 
love  you.''  And  again :  ^^  Your  visit  last  summer  constitutes 
an  epoch  in  '  the  annals  of  our  ParisL'  Things  are  common- 
ly spoken  of,  as  happening  just  before,  or  just  after,  or  while 
Dr.  Alexander  was  here.  And  if  I  could  have  my  wish, 
you  would  render  your  last  services  to  the  Church  here,  and 
lay  your  bones  to  rest  in  the  land  of  your  nativity.''^ 
Amidst  pablic  duties,  Dr.  Alexander  found  time  to  indulge 
the  sympathies  of  Christian  fiiendship.  K  the  correspon- 
dence of  that  day  could  be  recovered,  especially  with  Dr. 
Bice  and  Dr.  Bpeece,  it  would  probably  give  a  picture  of 
his  inward  life  which  no  later  pen  can  supply.  A  few  letters 
have  been  preserved,  written  to  his  eldest  sister,  the  wife  of 
Professor  Graham  of  Washington  CoU^e  ;  with  this  excel- 
lent woman  he  maintained  a  correspondence  for  about  sixty 
years.  She  departed  this  life  in  1853,  while  this  m^noir 
was  in  preparation.   In  the  year  1822  he  wrote  thus  to  her : 

*  Letters  of  Dr*  Rie«,  March  IS,  May  %  Angoit  6,  and  October  16, 18i5. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


404  LETm  <»*  C^OMBOUknON. 

^^I  am  B£m3:  fffom  irtiat  I  ham  heard  and  from  Mie 
of  your  letter^  that  your  grief  on  aocoant  of  the  dei^  <tf 
your  beloved  daughter  has  been  excesrive  ;  that  yon  have 
yidded  more  than  was  good  to  despondency ;  and  that  you 
are  in  danger  of  sinhing  into  a  settled  dejection.  I  know 
that  your  natural  disposition  exposes  you  to  an  extreme  on 
this  side^  and  that  unless  you  yigorously  and  resolutely 
oppose  it,  you  will  be  likely  to  do  yourself  a  serious  uid  per- 
haps a  lasting  injury.  Grief,  like  all  other  natund  passions^ 
becomes  sinful  when  indulged  too  far.  It  then  involves 
always  some  want  of  confidence  in  Gtody  some  improper  feel- 
ing in  regard  to  his  government  and  will  It  partakes  of 
the  nature  of  that  sorrow  which  worketh  death.  It  wastes 
the  spirits,  debilitates  the  body,  predisposes  to  various  dis- 
eases, unfits  for  the  discharge  of  common  duties,  destroys 
one's  own  peace,  and  adds  to  the  unhappiness  of  frioida. 
Somehow  or  other,  we  are  not  so  much  afraid  of  sin,  when  it 
approaches  us  through  this  channel.  If  we  grow  light  and 
indulge  a  love  of  pleasure,  conscience  is  soon  wounded  ;  but 
we  are  ready  to  justify  our  sorrow,  and  refuse  to  make  tSie 
ethrt  which  is  necessary  to  check  it.  There  is  oftea  a  strong 
perverseness  in  the  human  mind  in  hugging  its  sorrows,  as 
if  they  were  valuable  or  sacred.  But  while  the  rel%ion  of 
Christ  permits  us  to  indulge  our  nattuul  feelings,  it  strictly 
requires  temperance  here,  as  well  as  in  other  indulgences. 
It  requires  Us  to  rejoice,  to  rejoice  always,  and  to  rcgoice  even 
in  tribcdation.^  And  more  particularly  in  the  same  strain, 
at  another  time :  ^'  I  feel  for  you  under  the  sore  bereavement 
which  you  have  sofifored;  but  the  stroke  though  sev^f^ 
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cwmes  finm  the  haad  of  a  Father,  wha  affliote  not  willm^y. 
Ottr  chiUien  are  mace  the  property  of  God  than  of  ourselTee. 
£fo  gane  and  ha  taketh  away,  and  it  is  our  doty  to  sabnut 
to  his  will  in  all  things ;  for  whatever  he  does  is  right,  and 
best  for  his  own  children.  Hereafter  they  shall  see  that 
there  was  a  propriety  in  all  his  dealings.  To  give  up  a  child 
or  other  dear  relative  whom  we  believe  to  be  prepared,  is 
oompaiafcively  easy ;  but  to  part  with  one  concerning  whom 
vro  hare  no  sure  gnnuid  of  confidence-— this  indeed  is  hard  i 
But  we  are  poor  judges  of  what  preparation  is.  We  know 
iMt  what  Qod  may  work  in  behalf  of  our  children  in  their 
last  moments.  We  know  not  but  that  the  jninciple  of  grace 
may  be  implanted  in  such  as  are  piously  educated,  earlier 
than  we  are  aware.  In  some  cases,  what  is  called  conversion 
may  be  no  more  than  the  development  of  a  prindple  im- 
planted before.  We  know  not  how  &r  the  promise  of  Gk)d 
to  believing  parents,  in  behalf  of  their  oflspring,  extends, 
when  they  are  taken  away  in  tender  youth.  If  we  believe 
that  all  the  dyiD^  infitnts  of  such  are  undoubtedly  saved, 
why  may  we  not  hope  that  those  who  have  advanced  a  little 
beyond  infimcy  may  be  comprehended  in  God's  gracious 
covenant  ?  Many  who  never  profess  religion  exhibit  more  of 
the  Christian  temper  than  some  who  are  professors.  They 
are.  diffident  of  themselves,  and  do  not  make  known  all  that 
they  have  experienced.  I  cannot  but  entertain  pleasing 
hopes  of  the  salvation  oi  sudi  amiaUe  young  persons  as  have 
been  devoted  to  Gtod,  and  early  iBd>ued  with  Christian  in- 
ftnietion,  when  they  are  cut  (tf  by  premature  death.  It  can 
do  no  harm  to  hope  as  much  as  we  can  reflecting  the  dead* 
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Let  US  be  as  rigid  as  we  please  in  regard  to  the  living ;  hat 
it  is  no  dishonour  to  Gtod,  nor  disparagement  of  his  truth, 
to  entertain  enlarged  views  of  his  mercy.  After  all,  humUe 
sabmiBsion  to  the  will  of  Qod,  from  a  trust  in  his  wisdom^ 
fiuthfulness  and  mercj,  is  the  best  refuge.  When  EU  heard 
the  message  of  Qod  respecting  his  sons^  his  language  waa^ 
'  It  is  the  Lord,  let  him  do  what  seemeth  him  good  V  ^  Be 
still,  and  know  that  I  am  Qod.'  These  sore  vimtations  are 
intended  to  answer  wise  and  gracious  purposea  Let  us  en- 
deavour to  profit  by  seasons  of  adversity.  For  most^  it  is 
good  to  be  afflicted..  Beware  of  a  gloomy,  disconsolate  mind* 
Let  not  grief  prey  upon  your  q>iritSy  and  unfit  you  for  the 
duties  of  a  Christian.  We  must  all  very  soon  die,  and  it  is 
much  better  that  our  children  should  go  early,  than  live  t<^ 
be  old  in  sin,  and  then  die  without  an  interest  in  Christ* 
Cast  all  your  care  upon  the  Lord.  Commit  all  into  his  hands.. 
Blessed  are  they  that  trust  in  him  1 " 

A  place  is  due  also,  to  the  only  letter  to  his  aged  and 
declining  mother,  which  is  knovm  to  be  in  exist^ice. 


DB.  ALEXAKIMBB  TO  HIS  MOTHEB. 

''Pbimokion,  May  fid,  1828. 

^  My  dbab  Mother  : — 

'^  When  I  last  saw  you,  it  was  veiy  doubtful  whetii^ 
you  would  ever  rise  again  from  the  bed  to  which  you  were 
confined.  Lideed,  considering  your  great  age,  it  was  not  to 
be  expected  that  you  should  entirely  recover  your  usual 
health.    I  was  mudi  gratified  to  find  that  in  the  near  proit* 
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pect  of  eternity^  your  fiuth  did  not  faO^  bat  that  you  ooold 
look  death  in  the  &ce  without  dismay,  and  felt  willing,  if  it 
were  the  will  of  Gfod,  to  depart  firom  this  world  of  sorrow 
and  disappointment.  But  it  has  pleased  your  Heavenly 
Father  to  continue  you  a  little  longer  in  the  world.  I  regret 
to  learn  that  you  have  endured  much  pain  firom  a  disease  of 
your  eyes,  and  that  you  have  been  less  comfortable  than 
formerly.  Bodily  affliction  you  must  expect  to  endure  as 
long  as  you  continue  in  the  world.  *  The  days  of  our  years 
are  three-score  years  and  ten,  and  if  by  reason  of  strength 
they  be  four-score  years,  yet  is  their  strength  labour  and 
sorrow  ;  for  it  is  soon  cut  off,  and  we  fly  away/  But  while 
your  Heavenly  Father  continues  you  in  this  troublesomo 
world,  he  will,  I  trust,  enable  you  to  be  resigned  and  con- 
tented and  patient  under  the  manifold  afflictions  which  are 
incident  to  old  age. 

"  The  great  secret  of  true  comfort  lies  in  a  sii^le  word, 
Trust.  Cast  your  burdens  on  the  Lord,  and  he  wiU  sustain 
them.  K  your  evidences  of  being  in  the  &vour  of  Qod  are 
obscured,  if  you  are  doubtful  of  your  acceptance  with  him, 
still  go  directly  to  him  by  &ith ;  that  is,  trust  in  his  merey 
and  in  Ohrisf  s  merits.  Bely  simply  on  his  word  of  promise. 
Be  not  afraid  to  exercise  confidence.  There  can  be  no  de- 
ception in  depending  entirely  on  the  Word  of  Qod.  It  is 
not  presumption  to  trust  in  him  when  he  has  conmianded  us 
to  do  so.  We  dishonour  him  by  our  fearfulness  and  want  of 
confidence.  We  thus  call  in  question  his  faithfulness  and 
his  goodness.  Whether  your  mind  is  comfortable  or  dis- 
treseedy  flee  for  refhge  to  the  outstretched  wings  of  his  pro- 
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taction  md  iftercy.  There  in  aU  ftdiiegs  in  Uim ;  there  is  all 
williiigQeea  to  bestow  what  we  need.  He  says, '  My  grace  is 
sufficient  for  thee.  My  strength  is  made  p^fect  in  weakness. 
As  thy  day  is  so  shall  thy  strength  be.  I  will  never  leave 
thee  nor  forsake  thee.  Though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of 
the  shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil ;  for  thou  art  with 
me ;  thy  rod  and  thy  staff  they  comfort  me.'  Be  not  afraid 
of  the  pangs  of  death.  Be  not  afraid  that  your  Redeemer 
will  then  be  a&r  o£  Grace  to  die  comfortably  is  not  com- 
monly given  until  the  trial  comes.  Listen  not  to  the 
tempter,  when  he  endeavours  to  shake  your  &ith,  and  destioy 
your  comfort.  B^st  him,  and  he  will  flee  from  you.  If 
you  feel  that  you  can  trust  your  soul  wiUii^y  and  wholly  to 
the  hands  of  Christ,  relying  entirely  oa  his  merits ;  if  you 
foel  that  you  hate  sin,  and  earnestly  long  to  be  delivered 
from  its  defilement ;  if  you  aie  willing  to  submit  to  the  will 
of  God,  however  much  he  may  c^ct  you ;  then  be  not  dis- 
oouraged.  These  are  not  the  marks  of  an  enemy,  but  oi  a 
friend.  My  sincere  prayer  is,  that  your  sun  may  set  in  se- 
leB&tj ;  that  your  lattw  end  may  be  like  that  of  the  ri^t- 
eons;  and  that  your  remaining  days,  by  the  blessing  of 
GkMl's  providence  and  grace,  may  be  rendered  tdenble  ^nd 
even  ocnnfortable. 

^It  is  not  probable  that  we  shall  ever  meet  again  in  this 
wodd;  and  yet,  as  you  have  already  seen  (me  of  your 
children  go  before  you,  you  may  possibly  live  to  witness  the 
4epartuxe  of  more  of  us.  I  feel  that  4dd  age  is  creeping 
upon  me.  Whoever  goes  firsi,  the  rest  must  soon  follow. 
May  we  all  be  ready  I    And  may  we  all  meet  around  the 
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ever  I    Amai  1 

^^I  lemais^  your  aflbctioiittte  0011^ 

"A,  A." 

UnleM  we  gceatly  mistake,  the  foUowing  letters  of  eon- 
aoktUMi,  belonging  to  an  earlier  year  of  the  same  period,  will 
not  be  nnint^resting.  They  relate  to  the  death  of  Mr. 
Thomas  M«  Hall,  of  Philadelphia,  abeady  named  as  the 
fiifiind  and  host  of  Dr.  Alexander. 


DR.   ALEXAHDSB  TO  MISS  KABGABBT   HALL. 

*'PBnroRON,  SepL  24,  1818. 

^Mt  Dhar  Fbibnd  : — 

^'  That  ev^it  which  yon  feared,  and  whioh  of  all 
eartUy  afflictions  is  the  heaviest,  has  come  upon  you.  An 
aged  mother  is  bereaved  of  her  only  son,  the  staff  of  her 
declining  years ;  and  an  afflicted  sister  of  h^  only  brodier. 
Who  wonld  not  sympathize  with  you,  under  such  a  stroke  I 
But  whilst  your  hearts  have  been  almost  broken  with  grief, 
do  not  yield  to  discouragement.  It  is  the  Lord,  let  hun  do 
ndiat  seemeth  him  good  I  Bemember  tiiat  this  is  a  dying 
wodd.  We  must  all  go  the  same  way.  You  have  within  a 
short  period  been.deprived  of  the  society  ot  three  afieotionate 
rdaiives;  they  ate  not  lost,  but  gone  a  little  before  you; 
aad  the  best  use  you  can  make  of  these  painful  dispensations 
m  to  use  all  diligence,  so  that  yoanmy  yourselves  be  prepared 
at  the  idiortest  notice,  to  join  your  departed  Mends  in  that 
worid  of  true  comfort,  where  the  pang  of  parting  will  nevef 
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be  experienced  Happy  will  it  be  for  us^  if  these  light  af- 
flictionfiy  which  are  but  for  a  moment,  shall  work  out  for  ns 
a  £sur  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  gloiy.  Be  pa- 
tient,  then,  and  receive  from  the  hand  of  the  Lord  evil  as 
well  as  good.  The  time  is  short ;  our  attachments  to  this 
world  ought  to  be  growing  weaker  every  day;  and  these 
heart-rending  separations  are  suited  to  produce  such  an 
effect.  Be  ye  therefore  ready,  also,  says  the  blessed  Saviour ; 
for  the  Son  of  man  cometh  in  such  an  hour  as  ye  think  not. 
Ghieve  not  as  those  who  have  no  hope.  The  sorrow  of  the 
world  worketh  death,  but  godly  sorrow  worketh  repentance 
not  to  be  repented  of.  Trust  in  the  promises  of  Gk>d,  which 
are  exceedingly  great  and  precious.  Trust  in  the  Providence 
of  Gt)d,  which  extendeth  to  our  minutest  concerns,  even  to 
the  numbering  of  the  hairs  of  our  head. 

^'Through  the  blessing  of  our  Heavenly  Fath^,  my 
fiunily  enjoys  comfortable  health.  Mrs.  Alexander  sends  her 
affectionate  condolence  to  both  of  you. 

"  I  wn  yours  sincerely, 

"A.  A.*' 

f         DB.   ALSXAKDSB  TO  MBS.   MABT  AlVKA  HALL. 

"PBiMCBroN,  Sept  U,  1818. 

**Dkab  Madam: — 

<<  The  departure  of  your  dear  husband  was  vmy 
unexpected  to  me,  when  it  occurred.  I  did,  indeed^  ap* 
prehend  that  his  disease  would  terminate  fisttally ;  but  it 
seemed  probable  to  me  that  he  would  linger  for  months,  or 
perhaps  years.   But  it  has  seemed  good  to  the  great  Disposw 
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of  all  events  to  Bhorfeen  his  sofiEeringSy  and  to  remove  him 
suddenly  j&om  his  fitmily  and  friends.  And  now  it  behooves 
US  to  submit  to  the  decrees  of  that  Providence,  which  is 
mTsterious  and  unsearchable,  but  always  wise  and  righteous 
in  its  dispensations. 

'^  It  was  a  matter  of  some  regret  to  me,  that  I  had  not 
the  opportunity  of  visiting  Mr.  Hall  in  his  last  illness.  At 
the  very  time  when  the  news  of  his  unexpected  departure 
reached  us,  I  was  meditating  a  visit  to  Philadelphia  ;  but  it 
was  rendered  unnecessary.  It  has,  however,  afforded  me 
great  satis&ction  to  learn  that  his  end  was  comfortable,  and 
that  he  died  in  the  hope  of  the  Gospel.  I  need  not  put  you 
in  mind  of  the  greatness  of  the  loss  which  you  and  your 
dear  children  have  sustained  ;  this  you  feel  every  hour.  All 
lean  do,  therefore,  is  to  condole  with  you  and  his  afflicted 
mother  and  sister,  on  this  sore  bereavement.  But  while  you 
mourn,  do  not  murmur  nor  repine.  Consider  who  it  is  that 
hath  done  it.  It  is  the  stroke  of  your  Heavenly  Father, 
who  doth  not  afflict  willingly.  Endeavour  to  be  resigned 
to  his  will,  and  thankful  that  you  were  permitted  to 
eigoy  the  society  of  so  kind  a  husband  for  so  long  a  time, 
and  that  you  and  your  children  are  not  left  without  the 
means  of  subsistence.  But  permit  me  to  remind  you  that 
more  still  is  incumbent  on  you,  under  this  afflictive  dispensa* 
tion.  You  should  pray  daily  that  it  may  be  so  sanctified  to 
you,  as  to  work  the  peaoeable  firuits  of  righteousness,  and 
lead  you  to  a  full  preparation  to  follow  your  dear  husband  to 
that  rest  to  which  you  trust  he  has  gone.  You  have  indeed 
a  great  charge  on  your  hands,  and  your  heart  may  be  ready 
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toisinkwhen  yon  think  of  tlie  edi»»itiioii  of  yovr  diildrea ; 
but  if  you  wiU  troflt  all  in  ike  hwds  of  a  faitfafbl  Gh^d,  yon 
strength  shall  be  equal  to  your  day,  and  He  TiriH  never  leave 
you  nor  forsake  you. 

"  GKve  my  love  to  all  the  children^  and  tell  them  they 
must  now  look  to  God  as  their  Father  ;  and  must  remember 
their  Oreator  in  the  days  of  their  youth.  If  they  acAmow- 
lec^  him  in  aU  their  ways,  he  will  direct  their  steps.  I 
intend  to  write  to  your  mother  and  sister  Maigaiet,  aa  soon 
as  I  can  command  the  time.  Mrs.  Alexander  joins  me  in 
sympathy  and  condolence  with  you  alL 

"  Your  fiiend,  &c., 

"A.  A." 

It  was  fiom  the  beginning  customary  for  the  prc^Bssors 
in  rotation  to  pronounce  to  the  students  an  Introduot(ffy 
Lecture^  upon  the  opening  of  each  term  c^  study.  Of  those 
thus  delivered  by  Dr.  Alexander,  we  find  seventeen  among 
his  manuscripts  ;  enough,  indeed,  to  constitute  a  large  vol- 
ume. These  are  on  important  subject^,  connected  with  tho 
work  of  preparation  for  the  ministry.  The  Introductoiy 
Lecture  of  1813  comprises  an  amplification  c^  the  following 
precepts. 

^  1.  Eleep  habitually  in  view  the  awful  importance  of 
the  o£B.ce  which  you  have  in  view. 

^^  2.  Cherish  assiduously  tl^  sincere  and  ardent  love  of 
truth. 

^^3.  Meditate  frequently  and  profoundly  oa  ike  imbe- 
dlity  of  the  human  inteUeet. 
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^^4.  Accofiioiit  yaniielyes  to  se^  divine  dueotion  in 
every  thing,  and  to  depend  entirely  on  Qod's  blessing  fer 
raocesft  in  your  studies. 

'^  5.  Learn  to  think  for  yourselves. 

"  6.  Avoid  premature  jodgments  and  hasty  decisions. 

^^  7.  Avoid  at  the  same  time  the  more  dangeroos  extreme 
of  a  skeptical,  unsettled  state  of  mind. 

^^  8.  Always  omsider  the  kind  of  evidence,  of  which  any 
particular  subject  admits,  and  be  satisfied  wh^  you  have 
such  as  the  nature  of  the  case  requires. 

^^  9.  Be  not  deterred  by  difficulties  fitnn  auning  at  high 
attainments  in  literature. 

^^  10.  Lay  the  foundation  deep  and  solid. 

'^11.  Do  not  waste  your  time  and  strength  on  studies 
which  are  likely  never  to  be  profitable. 

'^12.  Afi^  having  undertaken  any  important  literaxy 
pursuit,  do  not  relinquish  it  cm  account  of  inconsiderable 
obstacles. 

*^  13.  So  regulate  the  attention  to  your  studies,  as  never 
to  lose  any  part  of  learning  which  you  may  have  attained. 

'^  14.  On  subjects  which  you  vnsh  to  invest^ate,  aocua- 
torn  yourselves  to  meditate  in  various  situations  and  circum- 
stances. Learn  to  think  and  reason  closely  when  you  have 
no  access  to  books  and  no  opportunity  of  committing  your 
thoughts  to  writing. 

^^  15.  But  when  drcumstanoes  will  admit  it,  write  down 
your  thoughts ;  both  for  the  sake  of  preserving  them,  and  to 
aid  in  confining  your  attention. 

^^  16.  When  the  investigation  of  a  point  is  your  objert. 
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think  nothing  of  tne  langoage  in  which  yon  clothe  yoni 
ideas. 

^^17.  Candid  and  animated  discussion^  in  conveTsation 
with  others  engaged  in  the  same  course  of  study,  is  one  of 
the  best  aids  in  acquiring'distinct  views. 

**  18.  With  respect  to  many  parts  of  knowledge,  it  is 
sufficient  to  know  where  they  may  be  found  when  needed. 

"  19.  Serenity  of  mind  is  exceedingly  £Eiyourable  to  the 
pursuit  of  knowledge. 

'^  20.  All  pious  affections  conduce  to  the  same  end ;  and 
all  depraved  passions  pervert  the  understanding. 

"21,  Many  physical  causes  affect  the  mind.  Disease, 
watchfulness,  fasting;  substances  which  exhilarate  or  in- 
toxicate. 

"22.  There  is  reason  to  believe,  that  though  inspiration 
has  long  since  ceased,  the  Spirit  of  God  does  now,  in  various 
ways,  guide,  assist  and  elevate  the  minds  of  men. 

"  23.  Form  habits  of  diligence  in  your  studies.  Life  is 
short. 

"  24.  But  diligence  without  method,  will  enable  ns  to 
make  but  little  progress. 

"  25.  Look  well  to  the  spiritual  condition  of  your  own 
souls." 

The  Introductory  Lecture  of  1818  is  equally  praoticaL 
It  treats  of  the  topics  indicated  by  such  counsels  as  these. 
"  Never  forget  the  importance  of  that  great  object  which  you 
have  in  view. — Let  your  trust  and  hope  be  strongly  fixed  on 
GUkL — ^Habitually  consider  the  weakness  of  the  human  un- 
derstanding.— Yet  depend  on  your  own  faculties,  rathi^r  than 
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on  thoflo  of  other  men.  Learn  to  use  your  own  understand- 
ing. Search  for  truth  without  a  slavish  regard  for  human 
authority.  Think  for  yourselves,  and  expect  to  make  pro- 
gress rather  by  following  your  own  thoughts,  than  by  borrow- 
ing those  of  other  men.  It  is  not  intended  to  undervalue 
the  literary  labours  of  the  wise.  In  many  thmgs  our  know- 
ledge must  necessarily  be  derived  from  books  ;  and  on  every 
subject  we  may  gain  important  assistance  from  good  treatises, 
commentaries  and  sermons.  But  if  we  accustom  ourselves 
merely  to  follow  the  reflections  of  other  men,  we  shall  never 
attam  a  respectable  proficiency  in  knowledge.  We  may, 
indeed,  accumulate  ideas.  We  may  fill  our  memory  with 
stores  of  learning,  and  may  know  what  every  distinguished 
author  has  said  on  any  subject.  But  this  might  be  laid  up 
almost  as  profitably  in  common-place  books  or  libraries. 
Granting  that  every  subject  has  been  investigated  more  fully 
by  others,  those  thoughts  and  opinions  which  are  the  fruit  of 
our  own  mental  exertions  are  more  profitable  to  us,  than 
those  of  other  and  even  superior  minds ;  for  every  mind  is 
like  a  mint,  which  has  its  own  peculiar  stamp.  What  we 
think  out  for  ourselves,  is  by  the  very  process  interwoven 
with  our  other  thoughts,  and  intimately  incorporated  into 
our  own  system.  When  we  have,  therefore,  a  subject  of  in- 
quiry, the  best  plan  is,  not  immediately  to  run  to  those  who 
have  written  upon  it.  We  ought,  in  the  first  place,  intensely 
to  apply  our  own  powers,  and  when  we  have  pursued  ^the 
consideration  as  far  as  we  can,  to  consult  authors,  that  by 
comparing  their  views  with  our  own  we  may  correct  what  is 
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erroneous.  That  peculiarity  which  ideas  receive  by  passiiig 
in  the  manner  now  described  through  any  mind,  is  what  is 
called  originality  ;  and  how  much  this  single  quality  adds 
to  the  interest  which  we  take  in  any  discourse,  q>oken  or 
written,  is  known  to  every  one. 

^'  At  first  we  are  ready  to  suppose  that  we  can  make  no 
progress  in  the  pursuit  of  truth  by  the  mere  exercise  of  our 
own  &culties,  and  are  therefore  deterred  from  the  endeavcHir. 
But  this  is  a  mistake  which  in  every  instance  esperience 
would  correct^  if  we  could  only  be  persuaded  to  make  the 
attempt.  All  we  have  to  do,  indeed,  is  to  fix  the  attention 
on  the  subject,  and  revolve  in  our  minds  the  thoughts  which 
we  already  possess.  The  difference  between  men,  as  to 
powers  of  investigation,  is  perhaps  chiefiy  in  the  capacity  for 
fixing  the  attention  closely.  In  such  processes  we  are  con- 
scious of  no  other  efiEbrt,  than  that  of  keeping  the  subject 
before  the  mind.  To  learn  the  art  of  so  concentrating  at- 
tention, is  therefore  of  the  greatest  value.  Be  not  discouraged 
if  your  first  efforts  should  produce  little  firuit ;  persevere, 
and  you  will  ultimately  be  successful. — ^I  have  insisted  on 
this  subject,  fix)m  a  deep  persuasion  of  its  importance.  This 
is  the  only  way  in  which  we  can  acquire  independence  of 
mind,  and  originality  of  thinking.  One  reason  why  so  many 
persons,  after  all  their  study  and  learning,  are  uninteresting 
in  their  productions,  is,  that  they  neglect  to  exert  their  own 
fiwjulties." 

Another  Discourse  of  the  same  period,  was  on  the  most 
common  ^^  Defects  of  Character  among  Ministers  of  the 
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GkMBpdl  who  are  in  the  main  upright/'  Among  these  defects 
aie  specified,  1.  Want  of  zeal ;  2.  Indolence ;  3.  Vanity ; 
4  Levity ;  5.  Carelessness  in  regard  to  Truth ;  6.  Despond- 
ency, and  7.  Imprudence.  Another  was  on  the  means  of  using 
to  the  best  advantage  the  opportunities  afforded  by  a  Theo- 
logical Sembary.  The  suggestions  are  thus  arranged.  1. 
^^  The  first  thing  requisite  is  that  you  possess  in  some  good 
degree  the  desire  of  improvement/' — 2.  ^^  A  firm,  deliberate 
resolution  to  make  the  best  use  of  your  opportunities." — 3. 
**  The  proper  employment  of  time." — 4.  "  Concentration  of 
mind  upon  the  subject  particularly  in  hand." — ^5.  '^  Not  to 
aim  at  too  much,  nor  to  hasten  unduly." — 6.  ^'Gtet  the 
habit  of  seizing  every  means  of  increasing  knowledge." — ^7. 
"  The  preservation  of  aU  attainments  for  fixture  use." — 8. 
** Method." — ^9.  "The  removal  of  impediments  out  of  the 
way  of  learning." 

The  Introductoiy  Lecture  of  1819  was  on  the  "  Impor- 
tance of  Vital  Piety  and  Holy  Living,  in  all  who  asfore  to 
the  Ministry  of  the  Word."  It  is  a  pointed  and  stirring 
discourse,  upon  the  following  heads  of  admonition. 

''1.  Live  near  to  Gbd,  and  seek  to  enjoy  daily  com- 
munion with  the  Father  of  your  spirits." 

"2.  Keep  steadily  in  view  the  great  end  of  that  office 
which  you  seek ;  and  let  this  stimulate  you  to  exertion  in 
all  your  preparatory  studies." 

"  3.  As  students,  maintain  right  feelings  and  conduct 
towards  one  another." 

^'4.  Endeavour  to  attain  and  preserve  tranquillity  in  your 

own  souls." 
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In  1820  be  addressed  the  young  men  in  a  series  of  par 
temal  connsels,  on  a  spirit  of  devotion — benevolence  towards 
all  men — bmnility — ^inward  peace— the  subjection  of  appetite 
•—diligence  and  punctuality — actual  labours  of  love  am<nig 
the  poor  and  ignorant.  In  1822^  in  a  similar  strain,  but  with 
much  variety  of  amplification  and  example,  he  advises  thus : 

^^  1.  Bemember  the  sacredness  of  the  office  to  which  you 
have  devoted  yourselves.  2.  Reflect  much  on  your  own 
weakness  and  depravity.  3.  Often  call  to  mind  that '  every 
good  gift  and  every  perfect  gift  cometh  down  from  above, 
from  the  Father  of  lights.'  4.  Look  upon  the  Bible  as  the 
only  source  of  infidlible  instruction  upon  earth.  5.  Let  it 
be  your  purpose  to  be  accurate  and  thorough  in  your  learn- 
ing. 6.  Do  not  waste  your  strength  by  dividing  your  atten- 
tion among  a  multitude  of  objects.  7.  Learn  to  think,  as 
wen  as  to  read.  8.  Do  good  in  the  vicinity.  9.  Be  not  im- 
patient of  the  delay  occasioned  by  your  course  of  preparation." 
The  lecture  of  1823  was  an  answer  to  the  inquiry,  ^^  Can 
any  thing  be  done  to  raise  the  standard  of  piety  in  this 
Seminary?" 

The  Introductory  Lecture  of  1826  discussed  these  points. 
1.  The  gloiy  of  Gk)d,  as  the  great,  paramount  aim.  2.  Pre- 
paration for  the  Gbspel  ministry,  as  subordinate  to  this.  3. 
As  important  parts  of  this  preparation,  (1)  a  good  basis  of 
theological  knowledge  ;  (2)  moral  culture.  4.  The  discipline 
of  the  mind.  There  is  a  highly  interesting  discourse  in  this 
series,  on  "  The  Use  and  Abuse  of  Books."  In  reviewing 
the  account  of  these  introductory  lessons,  the  reader  will  not 
fail  to  remark,  how  directly  they  tend  to  the  immediate  and 
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practical  improyement  of  the  pupfl,  and  how  largely  they  are 
pervaded  by  the  spirit  of  evangelical  religion.  They  belong 
to  a  memdr  like  this,  not  only  on  acoonnt  of  the  intrinsic 
value  of  the  soggestions,  but  becanse  they  characterize  the 
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CHAPTER  SEVENTEENTH. 
1830—1839. 

DivimON  OF  THE  PBSaBTTBBIAK  OHUBOH — ^PBOSPBBITT  OF  SKMnTABT — HVTI- 
TATION  TO  YIBGnnA — ^LITBRABT  TOILS — ^WBITINOB  OF  THIB  nmOD— 
D0MB8TI0  UFB— COBBXBPONBENOB— BKVITAI3— SUkYSS  AJSTD  SUlTXBT — 
PBOfiFSOT  OF  DEATH. 

FROM  the  year  1830,  there  waa  a  period  which  was  as 
anxiooB  as  any  equal  portion  of  time,  to  the  Ohnrch  and 
the  Seminary.  We  are  not  called  upon  to  recite  those  pain- 
fhl  controversies,  which  in  1838  resulted  in  the  secession  of 
a  large  body  of  ministers  and  Presbyteries  fiom  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  That  history  has  been  amply  recorded,  by 
persons  friendly  to  both  sides  of  the  great  question.  But  it 
would  be  impossible  to  write  the  life  of  Dr.  Alexander  with 
truth  and  candour,  without  representing  his  yiews,  and  stat- 
ing his  position,  in  regard  to  matters  which  connected  them- 
selyes  with  aU  that  he  held  most  dear.  As  has  been  already 
suggested,  the  agitations  of  the  Church  communicated  their 
impulses  to  the  Seminaiy,  and  during  the  years  of  which  we 
are  writing,  naturally  occupied  to  a  great  extent  the  minds 
of  both  prc^essors  and  students.     But  one  reason  which  ccm- 
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dnsively  precludes  the  subject  from  these  pages,  as  to  any  y 
discussion  of  its  merits,  is  that  Dr.  Alexander  neyer  chose 
to  make  himself  prominent,  even  as  a  champion  for  the  opin- 
kms  which  he  firmly  maintained.  To  this  course  he  was  led, 
partly  by  a  temper  eminently  moderate  and  pacific,  which 
some  daiominated  timidity  ;  partly  by  views  which  he  enter- 
tained concerning  the  functions  of  a  theological  professor, 
as  to  a  certain  degree  withholding  him  from  the  field  of 
strife  ;  but  more  than  aU,  by  his  inability  to  coincide  with 
many  respected  brethren,  as  to  the  particular  means  by 
which  ^knowledged  evils  were  to  be  remedied.  His  position 
in  regard  to  these  controversies  may  be  thus  simply  stated. 
In  doctrine  he  was  a  Calvim'st  of  the  Westminster  type,  ^ 
and  was  recc^ised  as  such,  by  friends  and  opponents.  No 
sin^e  man  can  be  found,  even  during  this  period  of  excite- 
ment, who  employed  his  pen  more  laboriously  or  frequently, 
in  defence  of  the  doctrines  which  distinguish  what  had  begun 
to  be  called  Old  School  Theology.  This  is  sufficiently  evinced 
by  his  articles  on  Original  Sin,  on  Natural  and  Moral  Ability, 
on  the  Atonement,  and  on  Imputation.  And  the  doctrines 
which  he  believed,  he  also  diligently,  AiUy,  and  successfdlly 
inculcated  upon  his  students,  who  were  already  becoming 
numerous  in  the  ministry.  In  regard  therefore  to  theological 
tenets,  and  his  view  of  their  importance,  he  did  not  yield  tp 
the  most  impetuous  of  his  brethren. 

A  second  remark  is  equally  just ;  he  believed  that  a  con- 
tideraUe  number  of  ministers  in  our  Church  had  departed 
from  these  doctrines,  and  in  so  doing  had  deviated  from  the 
standards  of  the  church.    Here  arose  a  question,  as  to  the 
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more  or  less  of  thiB  deviatioii ;  how  great  it  most  be,  to 
render  one  nnfit  for  the  ministry ;  and  how  much  mnst  be 
left  to  the  individual  Conscience  of  him  who  subscribed  arti- 
cles of  fidth.  On  this  point,  as  we  shall  presently  show,  his 
comprehension  of  slight  differences  was  wider  than  that  of 
some.  It  must  be  added,  that  he  lamented  the  disunion, 
embarrassment,  and  ttnnual  contentions,  which  were  making 
our  Church  a  proverb.  He  saw  clearly  that  elements  thus 
irreconcilable,  ought  to  be  apart,  and  expected  that  division 
must  some  day  ensue  ;  while,  as  his  published  opinions  indi- 
cate, he  was  unwilling  that  orthodox  men  should  take  the 
initiative  in  such  division.  Of  the  complicated  acts  and 
measures,  by  which  the  friends  of  truth  sought  to  rid  them- 
selves of  the  evils,  there  were  some  which  he  could  not  ap- 
prove ;  and  hence  he  lost  the  &vour  of  many  from  whom  he 
was  Uttle  inclined  to  be  separated.  When  at  length,  the 
division  was  effected,  not  by  process  for  error  in  doctrine,  but 
by  the  spontaneous  secession  of  large  numbers,  including  all 
the  adherents  of  new  doctrine,  he  cordially  and  determinately 
stood  by  the  constitutional  body,  and  never  ceased  to  rejoice 
in  the  quiet  and  purity  of  the  Church  which  was  the  result. 
The  turbulent  spirits  of  the  time  were  causing  dissension 
in  respect  not  only  to  theological  opinion,  but  the  means  of 
promoting  the  conviction  and  conversion  of  sinners ;  hence 
as  much  was  said  of  New  Measures,  as  of  New  Divinity.  To 
justify  what  has  just  been  summarily  stated  as  to  Dr.  Alex- 
ander's position,  we  shall  make  a  few  citations  from  what  is 
extant  in  his  own  words.  In  the  year  1832,  he  contributed 
to  the  Biblical  Repertory  an  article  on  ^'  The  present  con- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


OLD  AND  NSW  SOHOOL.  47S 

dition  and  prospects  of  the  Presbyterian  Ohorch.''  It  was 
the  first  essay  in  that  work  which  explicitly  recognised  the 
party-troubles  in  our  communion.  It  sustains  what  we  have 
jftffirmed  respecting  his  estimate  of  the  theological  errors  then 
rife.  ^^That  there  exists  a  difference  of  opinion  in  the 
Ohurch,"  says  he,  ^^  in  reference  to  certain  doctrinal  points, 
and  as  to  the  precise  import  of  the  act  of  adopting  the  Con- 
fession of  Faith,  by  candidates  at  their  licensure  and  ordi- 
nation, cannot  be  denied  or  concealed.  It  is  also  apparent, 
that  the  numbers  who  choose  to  range  themselves  under  one 
or  the  other  of  these  parties,  are  pretty  nearly  balanced. 
Hitherto,  in  all  questions  which  put  the  strength  of  the 
Old  and  New  Schools,  as  they  have  been  called,  to  the  test, 
the  majority  has  been  found  on  the  side  of  the  former,  until 
the  peeting  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  when  a  decided 
majority  appeared  on  the  other  side.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that 
the  points  on  which  a  division  took  place  between  them,  on 
that  occasion,  were  not  doctrinal  points,  but  certain  ecclesi- 
astical transactions,  relative  to  missionary  operations  and  the 
training  of  candidates  for  the  ministry ;  yet  it  is  understood 
that  generally  the  respective  parties  were  agreed  in  their 
views  of  theology.  This  difference  may  be  considered  there- 
fine,  as  having  its  foundation  in  a  diversity  of  thedogical 
opinion.''  How  grave  this  diversity  was,  may  be  gathered 
from  another  article,  of  which  indeed  he  was  not  the  author, 
but  to  which  he  is  known  to  have  given  his  assent.  "  We 
wished  it  to  be  understood,  that  we  were  the  determined 
opponents  of  all  those  in  our  communion  who  manifested  a 
leaning  towards  Arminian  or  Pelagian  opinions  m  theology, 
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or  who  discovered  a  dispositioD  to  invade  the  principles  of 
Presbyterian  church  government,  or  to  exchange  them  £>r 
those  of  the  Congregational  system.  Against  these,  and 
against  aU  who  manifested  a  desire  to  fistvour  them,  we  have 
lifted  our  voice  from  time  to  time — ^feebly,  we  acknowledge, 
bat,  according  to  oar  ideas  of  propriety,  as  distinctly  and 
decisively  as  we  were  able/'  He  believed  that  there  were 
sach  errors  maintained  by  ministers  and  authors  as  should 
disqualify  them  for  exercising  office  in  our  church  ;  but  he 
also  believed  that  there  were  some  differences  which  did  not 
amount  to  heresy,  and  which  ought  not  to  be  made  matter 
of  discipline.  And  while  he  always  defended  the  strict  in- 
terpretation of  subscription  to  articles,  he  was  certainly  more 
lenient  in  his  judgments  than  some  who  acted  with  him.  On 
this  point,  his  views  are  best  expressed  by  what  he  uttered 
in  a  conference  of  clergymen,  in  1835.  "  Dr.  Alexander  ex- 
pressed his  belief  that  our  church  could  not  long  be  governed 
by  a  General  Assembly,  as  constituted  at  present ;  but  that 
the  evil  ought  not  to  be  precipitated.  He  declared  his  belief 
that  the  most  important  difference  between  the  friends  of 
the  truth  was  as  to  the  degree  of  theological  difference  which 
might  be  tolerated."**  In  the  same  spirit  he  wrote  to  Dr. 
Weed  ;  "  We  go  on  here  upon  our  old  moderate  plan,  teach- 
ing the  old  doctrines  of  Calvinism,  but  not  disposed  to  con- 
sider every  man  a  heretic  who  differs  in  some  few  points 
from  us."t 

For  a  long  time  he  had  augured  evil  from  the  diffusion 

•  lia  Notes  of  «  Oonferenee,  held  April  15, 188& 
t  Letter  to  the  Bey.  Heniy  R.  Weed,  March  8,  1884 
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cf  new  opinioiia.  As  early  as  1831,  he  writes  to  a  friond : 
^'  My  mind  is  fiill  of  gloomy  apprehensions  respecting  the 
affitirs  of  our  church,  since  the  meeting  of  the  last  General 
Assembly.  I  cannot  foresee  whither  we  shall  be  driven.  I 
had  never  suspected  that  the  new  men  and  new  measures 
would  so  soon  prevail  in  the  supreme  judicatory  of  our 
church.  But  I  need  not  dwell  on  this  subject,  as  I  have 
nothing  remedial  to  communicate.  If  the  Lord  intends  good 
fer  the  church,  our  exertions  will  prosper.  But  if  we  are  to 
be  handed  over  to  the  men  of  the  new  religion,  bound  hand 
and  foot,  then  we  must  yield,  and  mourn  in  secret  places 
over  the  departed  glory.  We  old  men  shall  soon  leave  the 
stage.  The  burden  and  heat  of  the  day  will  soon  oeme  upcm 
you  young  men,  who  will  have  great  need  to  be  strong,  to 
preserve  the  ark  of  the  Lord  fix)m  fiOling  into  the  hands  of 
the  Philistines.  Quit  yourselves  Uke  men.  Stand  up  bravely 
for  the  religion  of  your  fathers,  which  is  also  ours,  by  delib- 
erate choice,  as  well  as  inherillmce.'''^ 

Deeply  as  he  felt  the  evil  of  increasing  error,  he  had 
ftom  the  beginning  a  dread  of  originating  any  measure  of 
division.  That  this  was  his  sentiment,  at  least  in  1834,  is 
manifest  from  his  language  in  axi  article  to  which  reference 
has  already  been  made.  ^^K  it  is  now  found,''  says  he, 
''that  our  differences  are  so  wide,  that  we  cannot  live  in 
peace,  let  us  peaceably  agree  to  separate  into  two  distinct 
denominations.  This  should,  however,  be  the  last  resort. 
The  Church  of  Christ  is  onb,  and  all  who  agree  in  essential 
matters  should  hold  communion  tc^ether,  notwithstanding 

•  Letter  to  the  Bev.  W.  a  Flnmer,  July  6»  1S81. 
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minor  differences.  And  if  diviflion  on  acconnt  of  some 
diyersity  in  sentiment  commences,  there  is  no  telling  where 
it  will  end ;  for  we  presume  there  ore  no  two  men  who  in 
all  their  opinions  on  eyery  subject  entirely  agree.  And  as 
not  only  our  presbyteries,  but  our  congregations  are  in  a 
multitude  of  cases  composed  of  persons  who  agree  partly 
with  one  and  partly  with  the  other  side,  a  division  of  the 
Church  by  a  line  of  di£ference  on  theological  points,  would 
split  many  churches  into  two  parts,  neither  of  which  would 
be  able,  without  the  other,  to  support  the  Gbspel  among 
them.  Endless  controversies  also  respecting  the  church  pro- 
perty would  necessarily  arise,  and  society  would  be  agitated 
and  convulsed  to  its  very  foundations.  And  as  brethren, 
differing  as  we  now  do,  have  hitherto  continued  to  live  in 
peace,  and  in  most  places  in  great  harmony,  have  loved  each 
other  as  brethren,  and  have  cordially  co-operated  in  promot- 
ing the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  why  may  not  this  still  be  the 
case,  after  the  present  exacerbation  of  feeling  has  subsided? 
Upon  mature  deliberation,  therefore,  we  dedare  our  senti- 
ments to  be  opposed  to  all  schemes  which  tend  to  the  divi- 
sion of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  We  do  not  know,  indeed, 
that  there  are  any  persons  who  seriously  wish  or  meditate 
any  such  thing ;  but  sometimes  hints  and  rumours  come  to 
our  ears,  which  seem  to  have  this  bearing.''^  Such  were 
his  avowed  opinions  at  this  time ;  but  these  were  during  the 
first  acts  of  the  drama.  He  very  soon  came  to  perceive  the 
causes  of  separation  were  almost  unavoidable.  Thus  he  writes 
to  a  former  pupil,  in  1837  :  "  I  tremble  for  the  ark.    I  see 

•  BibL  Bepertorj,  18H  p.  89* 
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dark  lowering  clouds  collecting.  The  new  Bevival  Meaa- 
ures,  connected  with  the  New  Theology,  are  gaining  strength 
and  popularity  every  day.  The  stream  is  deepening  and 
widening,  and  will  shortly  pour  forth  such  a  torrent  as  will 
reach  over  the  whole  surface  of  this  land.  Our  Church 
cannot  proceed  much  further  under  her  present  organization. 
The  General  Assembly  ought  not  to  be  long  continued  in 
its  present  form.  But  what  can  be  done  ?  Divide  ?  How  ? 
If  shades  of  opinion  must  mark  out  our  parties,  we  may 
have  a  dozen  as  well  as  two.  I  say.  No  division.  Let  us 
hold  together  as  long  as  the  foundation  can  be  f<Mt  under 
our  feet.  When  that  sinks,  then  ^  what  shall  the  righteous 
do  ? ' "  He  then  proceeds  to  indicate  a  new  organization  of 
the  body,  retaining  the  General  Assembly  as  a  bond  of 
imion  and  council  of  brethren.^  Again,  about  the  same  time, 
to  a  valued  pupil  of  his  earliest  class :  "  I  hope  that  your 
Presbyteiy  has  honoured  you  with  a  seat  in  the  next  General 
Assembly.  Hen  of  nerve  should  have  hold  of  the  vessel  in 
the  time  of  a  tempest,  for  doubtless  the  New  School  brethren 
will  rage  and  clamour  loudly.  But  we  mean  them  qo  in- 
.jury.  It  is  necessary  for  our  very  existence,  that  we  should 
be  separate."f  As  early  as  1833,  he  had  expressed  similar 
fears  to  the  same  friend :  "  Pittsburg  Synod,"  so  he  writes, 
''is  the  purest  and  soundest  limb  of  the  Presbyterian  body. 
When  we  fall  to  pieces  in  this  quarter,  and  in  the  far  West, 
that  synod  will  be  like  a  marble  column  which  remains  un- 
disturbed in  the  ruins  of  a  mighty  temple.    I  do  not  know 

*  Letter  to  the  Rev.  W.  a  Plamer,  Sept  18,  1887. 
t  Letter  to  the  Bey.  Henry  R.  Weed,  April  14»  1888. 
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but  that  more  of  us  will  be  obliged  to  seek  an  ultimate 
refuge  in  that  region  from  the  overflowing  of  new  divinity 
and  new  measures.  As  you  suggest^  through  the  ultraism 
of  the  Old  and  the  New  School,  the  sound  and  moderate  part 
of  the  Church  is  placed  in  jeopardy."* 

From  these  scattered  expressions  of  opinion,  it  is  suffi- 
ciently manifest,  that  with  all  his  desire  for  peace^  he  had 
■lowly  and  reluctantly  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  tibe 
two  parties  could  not  much  longer  remain  in  union.  Yet 
he  took  no  leading  part  in  the  immediate  causes  of  the 
division,  which  eventually  took  place  in  1838.  It  is  wdl 
known  that  he  never  gave  his  assent  to  the  Act  and  Testi- 
mony. As  a  member  of  the  Assembly  of  1837,  he  advo- 
cated the  abrogation  of  the  Flan  of  Union  ;  he  voted  for  the 
act  disowning  the  Western  Eeserve  Synod  ;  but  did  not 
vote  for  the  act  dissolving  the  connection  of  the  Synods  of 
TJtica,  Geneva  and  Genesee.  He  was,  moreover,  with  Doc- 
tors Baxter  and  Leland,  in  preparing  the  pastoral  letter 
addressed  to  the  churches  by  the  General  AssemUy.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  all  his  sympathies  were  with  the  ma- 
jority ;  that  he  approved  of  the  end  which  they  had  in  view; 
and  that  he  was  prepared  to  sanction  and  defend  to  a  certain 
extent  the  means  which  they  adopted  to  accomplish  that 
end.  After  the  separating  acts  were  passed,  and  when  the 
churches,  presbjrteries  and  synods  which  they  afiBscted,  refused 
to  submit  to  them,  or  even  to  regard  the  abrogation  of  the 
Flan  of  Union  as  a  valid  act ;  but  on  the  contrary  resdved 
to  proceed  as  if  the  said  plan  was  still  in  force,  and  to  claim 

*  To  the  fame,  Feb.  21,  188S. 
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fi>r  aU  judicatories  formed  under  it  a  right  to  sit  in  the 
General  Assembly ;  he  certainly  never  manifested  the 
slightest  hesitation  as  to  which  party  was  right.  After  the 
accomplishment  of  the  division^  and  especially  after  the 
ground  assumed  by  the  minority  in  the  Assembly  of  1838, 
when  they  withdrew  and  claimed  to  constitute  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  there  was  no  man  who  entertained  more 
strongly  than  he  disapprobation  of  the  whole  course  pursued 
by  that  minority,  or  who  took  a  livelier  interest  in  the  success 
of  the  Old  School  Assembly  in  all  its  conflicts.  It  is  believed 
that  the  articles  on  the  division  of  the  Church  which  appeared 
during  this  period,  though  not  from  his  pen,  may  be  taken  as 
expressing  his  views  on  the  general  subject. 

There  is  no  friendly  and  competent  reader  of  this  me- 
moir, who  will  not  admit  that  the  writer  has  had  a  difficult 
and  delicate  task,  in  making  the  brief  record  above  given. 
He  durst  not  suppress  it,  from  any  fear  or  favour ;  and  he 
has  in  no  case  consciously  coloured  it  with  any  opinions  of 
his  own,  but  has  simply  endeavoured  to  record  in  truth  the 
judgments  of  an  honoured  parent. 

To  not  a  few  it  was  matter  of  surprise  that  the  dissen- 
sions in  the  Church  produced  so  little  injury  to  the  Theologi- 
cal Seminary.  The  truth  is,  it  never  was  in  a  more  healthftJ 
condition.  Immediately  after  the  disruption  of  the  body,  it 
is  true,  there  was  a  sudden  falling  off  in  numbers,  so  that  m 
1839  the  whole  amount  was  only  ninety-eight.  But  this  loss 
was  almost  immediately  repaired,  and  the  average  of  matri- 
culations for  the  decennium,  1830-1839,  was  fifty-three  an- 
nually ;  rising  in  1831  to  seventy-eight.     The  whole  numbei 
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of  students  was,  in  1836,  one  hnndied  and  thirty-siz ;  in 
1837,  one  hundred  and  forty-two  ;  and  in  1838,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-fiye.  The  disputes  of  the  time  gave  renewed 
animation  to  all  concerned ;  and  in  particular  the  widely  ex- 
tended interest  in  questions  arising  out  of  revivals,  infused  a 
zeal  into  the  young  men,  which  sometimes  demanded  the 
cautious  hand  of  repression  and  guidance.  The  three  in- 
structors were  perfectly  united  in  their  views  concerning  all 
the  points  in  controversy.  It  will  probably  be  acknowledged 
by  all  who  were  in  the  Seminary,  during  these  years,  that 
the  course  of  learning  was  pursued  with  uncommon  ardour 
and  satis£EU)tion. 

The  death  of  the  Bev.  Dr.  John  H.  Kice,  in  1831,  was 
an  afflictive  event  to  his  early  friend  ;  who  has  left  on  record 
the  following  estimate  of  his  character,  which  we  borrow 
fix>m  President  Maxwell's  Life  of  Dr.  Bice. 

"  To  give  a  proper  view  of  the  character  of  Dr.  Kice,  is, 
I  feel,  a  very  difficult  task ;  for  although  it  would  be  easy 
to  ^declare,  in  the  general,  that  he  was  a  truly  great  and  ex- 
traordinary man,  yet  to  delineate  those  traits  of  character  by 
which  he  was  distinguished,  is  not  easy. 

"It  was  undoubtedly  one  prominent  characteristic  of 
him,  that  his  inews  were  uncommonly  large  and  comprehen- 
sive. He  felt,  indeed,  as  became  a  man  who  believed  that 
he  stood  related  to  the  whole  human  race,  and  considered 
himself  a  citizen  of  the  world.  No  narrow  horizon  of  sect 
or  country  circumscribed  his  benevolent  views  and  efforts. 
And  in  relation  to  this,  he  ftimished  by  his  own  example,  a 
proof,  that  our  love  to  our  own  country,  and  to  our  own  re- 
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Iigioiu  denomination,  is  not  leasened  by  the  exeidse  of  a 
general  and  ezpansiye  benevolence.  That  Dr.  Bice  was  a 
sincere  patriot,  and  that  he  was  ardently  attached  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  none  can  donbt,  who  had  the  least  ac- 
quaintance with  him.  But  still  his  benevolent  solicitude 
extended  &r  beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  conntry  and  his 
own  chnrck  The  interests  of  all  mankind,  and  of  all 
branches  of  the  Christian  Church,  were  oliyects  of  his  r^;ard. 
The  scale  on  which  he  contemplated  men  and  things,  was  as 
wide  as  the  world  And  not  only  were  his  views  compre- 
hensive, but  discriminating  and  profound.  Appearances 
which  often  impose  on  less  sagacious  minds  did  not  deceive 
him  ;  he  often  apprehended  lurking  dangers  of  an  appalling 
kind,  where  a  superficial  observer  would  see  nothing  to  create 
alarm.  And  as  he  extended  his  view  to  take  in  the  interests 
of  the  whole  existing  race  of  men,  so  he  carried  them  forward 
to  unborn  posterity ;  and  calculated  the  good  or  evil  which 
would  be  likely  to  arise  to  many  generations  from  the  opera- 
tion of  existing  causes,  or  the  influence  of  particular  plans 
and  institutions.  Perhaps,  no  man  in  the  United  States 
had  meditated  more  justly  or  profoundly  on  the  state  of  civil 
and  religioiis  society,  as  exhibited  in  this  country.  As  a 
specimen  of  his  mode  of  thinking  on  this  interesting  subject, 
I  refer  with  pleasure  to  the  series  of  letters  which  he  ad- 
dressed to  James  Madison,  Esq.,  late  President  of  the 
Uiuted  States,  through  the  public  press ;  and  the  contin- 
uance of  which,  according  to  a  plan  which  he  had  sketched 
for  himself,  was  interrupted  by  the  invasion  of  that  fatal  dis- 
ease which  terminated  his  useful  life. 
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"  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  more  jusAf  deognatd  ^ 
tme  character  of  Dr.  Bice  than  hf  saying,  that  he  was  infliK 
enced  at  the  same  time  hj  the  ardent  love  of  truth,  and  by 
an  aknost  invincible  desire  to  promote  peace  and  miity 
among  all  real  Christians.  That  his  general  views  of  evan- 
gelical doctrine  were  clear  and  somid,  and  conf(Hinable  with 
the  adopted  formularies  of  our  Ohurch,  will  be  dearly  nuuii- 
fosted  by  a  perusal  of  his  Theological  Lectures,  delivered 
to  his  students,  at  the  Union  Seminary ;  which,  though 
left  unfinished,  contain  a  learned  and  thorough  discussicm  of 
those  points  which  have  been  most  frequently  diq>uted,  and 
on  which  all  the  other  parts  of  the  system  of  sacred  thecdogy 
depend.  Accordingly,  no  man  with  whom  I  have  been  ac- 
quainted, appeared  to  be  more  deeply  grieved  than  Dr.  Bice, 
when  certain  theol(^ians,  fond  of  innovation,  and  reckless  of 
consequences,  came  before  the  public  with  new  views  in 
theology,  which  were  either  logomachies,  or  c(Hitained  the 
germs  of  some  exploded  heresy. 

^  But  while  he  was  thus  firmly  set  for  the  defence  of  the 
great  cardinal  doctrines  oi  the  (Gospel,  his  zeal  was  not  in- 
discriminate. He  never  was  inclined  to  dispute  about  trifles 
and  metaphysical  subtleties.  Controversy  of  this  kind  was 
the  object  of  his  sincere  dislike ;  and  he  firmly  believed,  that 
in  regard  to  many  points,  on  which  there  has  arisen  much 
warm  and  acrimonious  discussion,  the  only  road  to  peace  is, 
to  relinquish  our  disputatious  spirit,  and  to  confine  ourselves 
to  such  things  as  are  revealed,  and  to  such  as  are  clearly 
within  the  limit  of  the  human  understanding.  On  this 
general  principle  most  would  agree  ;  but  respecting  the  real 
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fflpqpGriaade  of  many  diqmted  points  in  theology,  opinionB  are 
exoeedingly  diverse.  And  I  need  not  conceal,  that  scHne  oC 
Dr.  Bice's  most  intimate  firiends  entertained  the  opinion, 
that  he  was  disposed  to  extend  this  excision  of  controyersy 
to  mojpe  points  than  was  consbtent  with  a  maintenance  of 
the  complete  i^stem  of  sonnd  doctrine.  If  we  should  even 
admit  that  he  pushed  this  principle  to  an  extreme,  it  (xalj 
shows  how  stron^y  his  benevolent  mind  was  inclined  to  pro- 
mote peace  among  brethren,  who  agree  in  all  fundamental 
points,  and  who  are  often  in  fact  much  nearer  together  in 
oi»iion,  than  on  either  side  is  supposed.  When  leading 
men,  thus  agreeing  in  all  essential  matters,  entered  into  the 
public  arena  of  polemics,  and  contended  before  the  world, 
and  to  the  disturbance  of  the  peace  of  the  Church,  it  grieved 
him  exceedingly ;  and  he  spared  no  pains  to  prevent  such 
controversies,  or  to  bring  them  to  a  close  where  they  existed. 
And  his  efforts  to  promote  peace  were  not  altogether  ineffec- 
tual It  is  somewhat  remarkable,  that  the  Presbyterian 
clergy  of  Virginia,  although  differing  £rom  one  another  in  as 
many  speculative  points  as  is  common  elsewhere,  yet  have 
managed  so  as  not  to  suffer  these  minor  differences  to  disturb 
their  mutual  harmony,  or  to  be  agitated  as  matters  of  con- 

0 

trov^rsy  before  the  churches.  This  has  been  owing  very  much 
to  the  governing  influence  of  an  ardent  love  of  peace,  in  such 
men  as  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Hoge,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rice,  and 
others  of  a  like  spirit. 

"  Our  friend,  when  quite  young,  brought  himself  into  no- 
tice before  the  representatives  of  the  Presbyteries,  met  in 
Gkneral  Assembly,  in  Philadelphia,  by  a  discourse  which  he 
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delivered  at  the  opening  of  that  jndicatoiy,  at  the  leqnest 
of  his  esteemed  friend,  the  Bev.  Dniry  Laoy,  who  had  been 
the  Moderator  of  the  preceding  year,  bat  was  prevented 
from  performing  this  duty.  This  sermon  proved  to  be  a 
most  seasonable  one  ;  for  the  two  parties  in  the  Presbyterian 
Ohurch,  at  that  time,  seemed  ready  to  come  to  an  open  rup- 
ture. The  discourse  itself  contained  nothing  very  striking 
or  remarkable ;  but  it  was  delivered  with  so  much  of  the 
spirit  of  meek  benevolence,  and  breathed  so  entirely  the  love 
of  peace,  that  it  operated  as  oil  upon  the  troubled  waters. 
From  this  time,  Dr.  Bice  became  a  favourite  with  the 
public ;  and  the  reputation  which  he  now  acquired,  he 
never  forfeited,  but  continued  to  increase,  as  long  as  he  lived. 
No  man  in  our  Church,  I  believe,  enjoyed,  so  generally,  the 
confidence  of  all  parties.  In  ecclesiastical  bodies  of  which 
he  was  a  member,  his  weight  was  felt,  although  he  was  not 
often  upon  his  feet ;  his  voice  was  seldom  heard  in  the  man- 
agement of  common  business,  but  on  subjects  of  importance 
he  was  sometimes  eloquent. 

"  There  was,  perhaps,  no  one  thing  connected  with  the 
church  militant,  to  which  Dr.  Rice  uniformly  manifested 
stronger  opposition  than  ecclesiastical  tyranny ;  or  the  at- 
tempt in  clergymen  to  lord  it  over  the  consciences  of  their 
fellow-Christians.  The  love  of  liberty  led  him  specially  to 
oppose  what  are  caUed  high  church  principlea.  This  induced 
him  to  animadvert  with  some  severity  on  some  discourses  of 
Bishop  Bavenscrofb,  in  which  he  believed  these  principles  to 
be  avowed,  which  led  to  almost  the  only  controversy  in 
which  he  was  ever  engaged.    And  although  he  was  fiom 
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prindi^  and  diBposition  averse  to  controreiBy,  jet  he  made 
it  manifest  on  this  oocasion  to  all  impartial  judges,  that  few 
men  have  ever  wielded  the  polemic  pen  with  more  adroitness 
and  e£^.  Perhaps  nothing  that  he  has  written  evinces  so 
dearly  his  intellectual  superiority,  as  the  review  of  Bishop 
Bavensoroft's  virulent  but  injudicious  attack.  It  is  not 
only  a  specimen  of  unusual  learning  and  ability,  but  an  ex- 
ample ci  as  complete  a  triumph  as  has  almost  ever  been 
achieved.  I  speak  not  now  respecting  the  main  points  in 
the  Episcopal  controversy,  which  were  not  the  points  at 
issue  between  Dr.  Bice  and  Bishop  Bavenscroft,  but  of  those 
high  chtuxsh  prindides  which  had  been  assumed  by  the 
Bishop,  and  of  the  ungracious  assault  which  he  had  made 
cm  the  dbaracter  of  his  reviewer.  I  know  that  it  was  with 
extreme  reluctance  that  he  engaged  in  this  contest,  and  not 
until  lus  friends,  far  and  near,  assured  him  that  he  owed  it 
both  to  himself  and  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  to  make  a 
reply. 

''  The  deep  and  solid  piety  of  our  highly  esteemed  friend 
was  not  diminished  by  increasing  years  and  multiplied  en- 
gi^ements,  but  during  his  latter  years  every  time  I  saw  him 
he  gave  fresh  evidence  of  a  state  of  growing  spirituality. 
EBs  religion  did  not,  aB  is  the  case  with  many,  go  and  come 
l^  fits  and  starts ;  it  took  deep  root  downward,  and  brou^t 
forth  abundant  fruit  upward.  I  never  knew  a  man  of  more 
perfect  sincerity.  He  was  never,  even  by  feeling,  trans- 
ported to  assume  a  character  or  exhibit  an  appearance 
which  did  not  correspond  with  hia  habitual  principles. 
There  was  in  his  looks  and  manner,  both  in  public  and 
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private,  a  peculiar  expreBmon  of  benignity,  wluek  wiE  be 
remembered  by  all  who  knew  him ;  but  wfaidi  was  espeoiafiy 
manifested  to  thoee  with  whom  he  was  most  intimate.  Of 
the  diemteiested  character  of  his  fiiendships,'!  oonld  ftmiidi 
many  convincing  proofs,  but  this  would  be  removing  the  vefl 
fix)m  a  subject  not  proper  to  be  brought  brfore  the  puUio. 

"I  will  only  add  that  if  we  judge  of  the  charact^  (rf  Dr. 
Bice  by  the  unerring  rule  of  our  Lord,  *  By  their  fiuits,  ye 
shall  know  them,'  our  estimate  of  him  must  rise  very  bij^ 
He  was  a  man  of  deeds  rather  than  words.  His  profeasioDS 
were  always  modest  and  sober ;  but  his  works  were  numei^ 
0U8  and  highly  important.  Of  the  arduous  course  of  study 
which  he  pursued  without  intermission  from  his  earlieBt 
youth,  I  mean  not  now  to  speak ;  nor  of  the  useM  occupa- 
tion in  which  for  years  he  was  &ithfully  and  diligently  en- 
gaged, as  an  instructor  of  youth  ;  many  of  whom,  now  fiUiog 
important  stations  in  society,  no  doubt  remember  him  wiUi 
gratitude.  Neither  do  I  think  it  necessary  to  say  any  tibing 
of  his  pastoral  labours  and  difficulties  while  settled  in  a 
retired  country  congr^tion,  where  necessity  required  him  to 
add  the  duties  of  a  preceptor  to  a  sdect  number  of  yootfa, 
(boarded  in  his  own  house)  to  his  pastoral  labours.  Passing 
idl  these  scenes  of  early  exertion,  I  will  consider  Dr.  lUoe  as 
having  fairiy  entered  on  the  scene  ci  his  puMic  labours, 
when  he  engaged  in  the  arduous  enterprise  of  establishing  a 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  dty  <^  Biclmumd,  where  €oe 
had  never  before  been  organized.  No  one  but  the  beloved 
companion  of  his  life,  and  partner  of  all  his  joys  and  sorrows, 
knows  folly  the  difficulties  and  discooragements  whicAi  he 
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had  to  encocmter  in  his  work.  But  success  ultimately 
criowned  his  exertions ;  and  the  flourishing  condition  of  the 
l%st  Presbyterian  Church  in  that  city^  is  itsdf  a  monument 
to  his  pious  zeal  and  inde&tigable  industry.  That  churchy 
which  was  long  feeble^  and  seemed  to  be  stru^ling  for  exi 
istence,  is  now  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  ^iate^  and 
promises  to  be  the  mother  of  numerous  spirituid  children  for 
generations  to  come.  While  labouring  as  a  pastor^  and  en«- 
countering  as  many  hardships  and  privations  as  any  mission- 
aiy^  the  labours  of  his  pen  alone  were  sufficient  to  occupy 
tibe  time,  and  task  the  powers  of  any  common  man. 

*^  The  periodical  which  he  estaUished  and  conducted, 
exercised  a  most  important  and  salutary  influence  orer  the 
public  mind  ;  and  though  he  was  occasionally  aided  by  some 
of  his  brethren,  the  incalculable  labour  of  providing  materials 
every  month  for  this  publication,  fell  almost  entirely  upon 
himself.  The  volumes  of  *  The  Virginia  Evangelical  and 
Literary  Magazine,'  continued  for  so  many  years,  furnish  in- 
dubitable evidence  both  of  the  vigour  and  versatility  of  his 
talents  ;  and,  at  the  same  tune,  of  the  indefatigable  indus- 
try and  perseverance  with  which  he  prosecuted  his  work. 
But  in  addition  to  Dr.  Bice's  incessant  labours  as  a  pastor 
and  editor,  he  was  frequently  called  upon  to  visit  destitute 
places,  and  to  attend  sacramental  and  protracted  meetings, 
to  which  calls  he  never  turned  a  deaf  ear,  when  it  was  in 
his  power  to  comply  with  them  ;  and  on  these  occasions,  on 
account  of  the  confidence  of  his  brethren  in  him,  and  the 
wishes  of  the  people,  a  much  more  than  equal  share  of  the 
labour  foil  upon  him.     Sometimes,  after  long  and  fotiguing 
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jonrneyB,  he  would  not  have  time  to  rest  himself  at  home, 
b^ie  he  waa  again  called  upon  to  go  abroad,  to  p^^nm 
some  important  service  for  the  Church.  In  this  connection 
1  need  scarcely  mention  the  time  and  laboor  necessarily  de- 
ipanded  by  the  judicatories  of  the  Churchy  on  which  he 
made  it  a  matter  of  conscience  punctually  to  attend  ;  and 
was  always  ready  to  aid  in  all  the  buoness  which  came  before 
tiiem,  in  every  way  that  he  could,  having  ever  the  edification 
of  the  Church  as  his  primary  object. 

^^  But  his  last  works  were  the  most  laborious,  and  the 
most  important.  The  founding  of  the  Union  Theological 
Seminary  was  very  much  the  work  of  one  man,  and  ihai 
man  was  Dr.  Bice.  When  he  was  called  to  engage  in  this 
enterprise,  the  prospect  of  success  was  exceedingly  gloomy ; 
and  most  of  his  friends  apprehended  that  in  eziatii]^ 
circumstances,  the  object  could  not  be  accomplished.  ¥or 
a  considerable  time  the  experiment  was  an  up-hill  undeiv 
taking.  Not  only  were  funds  to  be  collected,  but  an  in- 
terest in  the  scheme  was  to  be  created.  The  peoide,  gen- 
erally,, were  indifferent ;  and  there  existed  no  small  apathy 
among  his  clerical  brethren.  But  by  the  blessing  of  Qod 
upon  his  almost  single  efforts,  an  institution  of  respectable 
character,  and  well  endowed,  has  risen  up  in  a  country  where 
ministers  are  greatly  needed.  As  long  as  this  Theological 
Seminary  endures,  it  wiU  remain  a  monument,  more  Inmoar- 
able  and  we  trust  more  lasting  than  marble  or  brass,  <^  what 
may  be  accomplished  by  the  untiring  labours  of  one  man* 
I  need  not  mention  here  the  frequent,  long,  and  toilsome 
journeys  which  he  performed  to  collect  funds  for  this  in^ 
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rtitntion :  those  are  fihcts  well  known  to  all ;  but  the  far 
more  difficult  part  of  the  enterprise  was,  to  awaken  the 
churches  and  ministers  from  their  apathy;  and  especially 
to  conciliate  the  friendship  and  co-operation  of  such  as 
were  inimical  to  the  plan.  But  even  this  he  accompUsfaed 
by  patient,  firm,  kind  and  persevering  exertions.  When  he 
began,  only  one  Presbytery  was  concerned  in  this  institu- 
tion ;  but  by  wise  counsel  and  well-timed  exertion,  two  large 
Synods,  which  had  never  before  had  any  mutual  intercourse, 
were  brought  to  unite  cordially  and  vigorously  in  the  pro- 
secution of  the  plan.  I  do  confess  that  I  was  long  in- 
credulous about  the  success  of  this  enterprise.  I  thought 
I  saw  insuperable  obstacles  in  the  way  of  its  accomplish* 
ment,  although  I  did  every  thing  in  my  power  to  promote 
it ;  and  now  when  I  see  what  has  been  achieved  by  the 
labours  of  one  man,  I  am  filled  with  grateful  wonder,  and 
feel  ready  to  exclaim,  ^  What  haUi  God  wrought  ? '  For 
we  must  ascribe  all  the  praise  to  Him  firom  whom  all  good 
counsels  and  idl  successful  works  proceed. 

^'I  will  only  add,  that  the  true  secret  of  Dr.  Bice's 
success  was  that  his  motives  were  always  pure.  He  had  no 
selfish  and  sinister  ends,  and  this  was  apparent  to  all 

^'  And  finally,  he  trusted  in  Qod,  and  fi:om  Him  received 
strength  to  labour  and  persevere,  and  also  that  wisdom  which 
is  profitable  to  direct."* 

We  have  already  noticed  the  strong  desires  which  had 
been  felt  in  regard  to  the  return  of  Dr.  Alexander  to  his  na- 
tive State.    These  attempts  were  more  earnestly  renewed  in 

*  Maxwell't  life  of  Dr.  Bioe,  p.  807,  tL 
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the  jear  1881.  The  nature  of  the  proposal  will  best  iq^peor 
fix)m  an  authentio  representation  of  the  prooeedings  of  Ae 
Synod  of  Virpnia. 

"Chablottxbyille,  Yjl,  Sept,  10^  1881. 

"  Rev.  and  Dear  Sm  : — 

"Before  this  reaches  you,  you  will  have  reoeived  the 
moumM  tidings  of  the  death  of  Dr.  John  H.  Bice — your 
friend  and  our  friend,  and  the  friend  and  benefactor  of  the 
whole  Church. 

"  But  especially  our  Theological  Seminary  has  lost  its 
fitther  on  earth.  There  the  loss  appeara  irreparable.  Where 
oan  a  man  be  found,  with  his  talents  and  acquirements  and 
that  self-consuming  love  for  the  institution  ?  Dear  sir,  in 
our  grief  and  anxiety  our  hearts  turn  to  you  as  the  heart  of 
one  man. 

"  Dr.  Bice  told  one  of  us  not  long  since,  that  his  view 
from  the  first  was  just  to  get  the  institution  fairly  com- 
menced, and  then  to  have  it  put  under  your  direction  ;  if 
that  be  ever  realized,  it  must  be  now. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Synod,  called  for  the  purpose  of 
filling  another  professorship,  in  an  interlocutoiy  session,  we 
were  appointed  to  address  you,  unofficially  and  confidentially ; 
fiir  the  bare  poeaibilUy  that  you  might  be  obtained,  was  the 
most  animating  consideration  that  presented  itself  in  regard 
to  our  bereaved  institution. 

"  We  are  well  aware  of  the  immense  importance  of  the 
station  you  now  fill ;  but  the  institution  at  Princeton  has 
acquired  a  strength  and  maturity  that  seems  to  insure, 
under  the  Divine  blessing,  its  ultimate  succesa 
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'^  Our  Seminary  k  yet  in  its  in&ncy^and  needs  a  nonn^ 
fiither.  You  are  well  aware  of  the  partialities  of  the  sootb- 
em  people,  and  how  dow  they  would  be  in  giving  their  con- 
fidence to  a  northern  num.  You  are  by  Inrth  one  of  us,  and 
would  at  once  unite  all  parties  and  all  hearts.  We  know 
that  you  are  still  warmly  attached  to  your  native  State,  and 
we  believe  that  the  climate,  where  our  Seminary  is  fixed, 
would  be  more  congenial  to  your  constitution,  and  especial* 
ly  now  in  the  decline  of  life,  so  that,  with  the  blessing  of 
God,  you  might  be  enabled  to  senre  the  Church  of  Qod 
longer  than  you  could  in  the  more  rigorous  climate  of  New 
Jersey. 

''  Our  Seminary  appears  of  immense  importance  to  the 
Southern  churches  when  viewed  in  one  particular  aspect. 
Gk)d  has  been  for  some  months  past,  and  is  still  pouring  out 
his  Spirit  on  our  churches  in  a  manner  and  to  an  extent 
never  before  experienced  here.  An  unusually  large  propor- 
tion of  young  men  are  the  firuits  of  these  revivals  ;  con- 
siderable numbers  of  these  we  expect  will  be  called  to  preach 
Ohiist,  and  of  course  will  seek  their  mental  cultivation  at  our 
institution.  The  impress  that  shall  be  given  to  their  minds 
win  of  necessity  be  communicated  to  others,  and  form  the 
standard  of  piety  and  ministerial  cultivation  and  exertion, 
ftr  a  period  to  which  we  can  affix  no  limit.  You  will  not 
wonder  then  that  we  feel  so  deeply  anxious,  and  that  we 
are  making,  what  in  other  circumstances  might  be  viewed 
as  an  unnatural  effort — an  effort  to  induce  you  to  remove 
firom  one  seminary,  confessedly  of  great  importance  to  the 
Ohurch,  to  another,  which  as  it  strikes  the  eye  at  a  distance. 
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appears  greatly  inferior.  Bat  the  former  we  think  has  ac- 
quired a  stability,  which  aecurea  its  ccmtiniied  usefolnaflfl^ 
while  with  the  latter  it  is  a  most  oritical  jonotnre. 

'^  The  Synod  of  North  Carolina  is  to  meet  abont  a  mcmtii 
henoe,  and  onrs  about  two  weeks  after.  It  is  of  immense 
importance  that  we  be  able  to  fix  on  some  person  befoie 
these  meetings,  in  respect  to  whom  we  may  act  in  conoert, 
and  with  some  hopes  of  success. 

^^  Then,  dear  sir,  will  you  allow  us  to  use  your  name  ? 
Will  you  allow  us  to  say  that  there  is  no  tnauperahle  bar 
in  the  way  of  your  removal  from  Pimceton  to  Prince  Ed- 
ward ? 

^^  Ton  can  communicate  with  us  through  our  common 
fiiend,.the  Bev.  Benjamin  Bice,  if  you  do  not  choose  to  make 
a  direct  communication. 

"  May  the  adorable  Head  of  the  Ohnrch  lead  your  mind 
to  that  determination  which  shall  promote  his  own  glory^  and 
the  best  interests  of  that  cause  for  which  he  laid  down  his 
precious  life  1 

^^  In  behalf  of  our  Inethren  of  the  Synod  of  Yirspnia, 
'^  Yours  most  a£fectionately, 

^^WiLLUK  Hill, 
'^  William  J.  Abkbtbong^ 
"Francis  Bowman, 
"Francis  McFarland." 

This  was  unquestionably  the  most  serious  inducement 
whidi  was  ever  presented  to  draw  him  away  fiK>m  Princeton. 
The  invitation  of  the  Synod  was  reinforced  by  numerous  pri- 
vate ktteiB.     In  one  of  tiiese,  a  brother  clergyman  stSI 
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UiiBg  thns  puts  the  oase :  '^  In  leforence  to  the  great  queth 
tion  submitted  to  your  consideratioii,  I  have  thought  mudi ; 
and  though  I  may  not  be  able  tp  present  the  subject  m  one 
fling^e  point  of  %ht  in  which  you  have  not  viewed  it,  yet  the 
more  I  reflect  on  it,  the  more  it  seems  to  me  that  you  may 
possibly  think  it  your  duty  to  accept  the  invitation,  which  I 
know  will  be  given  with  great  unanimity  and  warm  affection, 
if  there  be  any  hope  of  its  meeting  a  fitvourable  reception. 

^^  Two  reasons  influenced  the  members  of  the  Synod,  in 
making  the  effort  to  ascertain  beforehand  what  would  proba- 
bly be  the  result  of  the  appointment,  should  it  be  made. 
One  was  that  they  did  not  wish  to  agitate  the  Church,  and 
raise  hopes  which  might  issue  in  disappointment.  The 
other  was  that  the  interests  of  the  [Union]  Seminary  re- 
quired, nay  imperatively  demanded,  that  as  little  delay  as 
possible  should  attend  the  filling  of  the  vacancy.  At  the 
called  meeting  the  nomination  could  not  be  made,  because  it 
was  not  contaminated  in  the  call ;  but  it  will  be  made  at 
tiie  regular  meeting.  But  while  there  are  such  pressing  rea- 
sons  for  coming  to  a  decision  as  soon  as  practicable,  th^re 
seem  to  me,  as  before  intimated,  strong  inducements  to  a 
fie^vourable  determination. 

^^  The  Seminary,  raised  at  great  expense,  with  much  toil 
and  solicitude,  and  with  the  sacrifice  of  one  of  the  best 
lives  among  us,  is  now  on  an  elevated  poise ;  and  I  know 
not  who  is  so  likely  to  sustain  it  as  yourself. — [Dr.  Bice] 
in  the  last  hour  of  his  mortal  struggle  expressed  a  strong 
desire  that  the  institution  might  continue  to  be  conducted 
on  the  same  principles  as  by  himself.     In  you,  the  Synods 
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would  ooidiatly  and  witk  great  confideaoe  unite.  l%e  insti- 
tution would  not  be  under  the  control  of  the  jarring  de- 
ments of  the  General  ABsembty"  It  is  leaicelj  needful  to 
add,  that  none  of  the  ooncdderations  thus  proposed  had  so^ 
fbient  force  to  withdraw  Dr.  Alexander  firom  the  post  to 
^^(ich  he  had  been  assigned  by  the  ChurcL  But  this  ad^ 
verse  decision  cost  him  a  serious  struggle  of  feeling. 

This  was  beyond  all  doubt  the  period  of  his  greatest 
literary  activity.  Both  in  pressiiq;  his  researdies  into  the 
works  of  others,  and  in  committing  his  own  thoughts  to 
writing,  he  was  indefatigable,  so  that  he  scarcely  l^iew  an 
idle  hour.  He  was  constantly  adding  to  his  written  lectures, 
filfiDg  up  gaps  in  the  series,  and  by  compilation  and  or^;inal 
research  preparing  himself  for  treatises  and  volumes  whi^ 
he  afterwards  made  public.  His  voluminous  manuscripts 
largely  belong  to  this  period.  Having  discovered  a  fiEunodfy 
of  composition,  of  which  he  had  long  supposed  himself  des- 
titute, he  b^an  to  make  amends  for  past  inaction.  At  no 
time  did  he  contribute  so  much  to  the  Biblical  Bepertory, 
and  his  choice  was  generally  directed  to  the  most  important 
subjects  ;  which,  however,  he  saw  fit  to  treat  rather  in  thefr 
principles  and  history,  and  upon  their  intrinsic  merits,  tiian 
with  express  allusion  to  the  controversies  then  agitating  the 
American  Churches.  Some  of  these  essays  deserve  a  passing 
notice  in  any  tribute  to  his  memory. 

In  1830  he  communicated  to  the  above  named  quarteily 
work  an  essay  on  the  "  Eariy  History  of  Pelagianism.''  In 
preparation  for  this  and  some  kindred  articles  he  read  laig^ 
in  the  works  of  Augustine,  as  well  as  the  Massilioisian  Semir 
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pelBgiang  and  their  opponenta  He  alao  made  himflelf  tiior- 
oagbly  acquainted  with  the  warbs  of  Jansenitts,  an  author 
in  whom  he  took  a  livdy  interest  He  oommnnicated  to  those 
aronnd  hun  a  lively  interert  in  Angnstine  and  his  times, 
and  wonkL  sometimes  go  largely  into  the  story  of  those  angry 
oontroyersies,  as  he  sat  among  his  family,  with  great  anima- 
tion and  effect.  We  were  informed  by  theBev.  Dr.  Syming- 
ton of  Glasgow,  that  this  essay,  and  several  analogous  ones 
yet  to  be  mentioned,  are  not  only  commended  to  students 
of  the  Beformed  Presbyterian  Church,  but  are  even  made 
subjects  of  examination  by  the  professor.^  The  writer's  own 
conclusions  are  indicated  by  the  last  sentence  of  this  essay  : 
'^  It  is  our  opinion,  therefore,  after  looking  on  all  sides,  and 
contemplating  the  bearing  and  consequences  of  all  theories 
on  this  subject,  that  no  one  is  on  the  whole  so  consistent 
with  &ct8,  with  the  Scriptures,  and  with  itself,  as  the  old 
doctrine  of  the  ancient  ^church,  which  traces  all  the  sins  ai^ 
evils  in  the  world  to  the  imputation  of  the  first  sin  of  Adam ; 
and  that  no  other  theory  of  original  sin  is  capable  of  sustainr 
ing  the  test  of  an  impartial  scrutiny."  The  same  volume 
contained  a  contribution  on  ^^  the  Doctrine  of  Original  Sin 
as  held  by  the  Ohurch,  both  before  and  after  the  Beforma- 
tion.''t  In  the  course  of  the  next  year  he  published  "An 
Inquiry  into  that  Inability  under  which  the  Sinner  labours, 
and  whether  it  furnishes  imy  Excuse  for  his  Neglect  of 
Duty  ;''  a  dissertation  which  vindicated  the  Calvinistic 
views,  and  was  justly  r^arded  as  one  of  the  ablest  produc- 

*  Biblical  Repertory,  1880,  pp.  77-118. 
f  Biblical  Repertory,  1880,  pp.  481-508. 
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tioDB  of  his  peit^  We  have  already  ipok^i  of  his  aitide  on 
a  propoeed  le-organization  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  This 
was  followed,  in  1832,  by  a  treatise  on  the  Synod  of  Dort,  in 
which  the  history  of  doctrine  in  that  day  is  treated.f  A  fiyr 
more  able  article  was  the  review  of  the  ^'  Essays  on  the  For* 
mation  of  Opinion  and  thi9  Pursoit  of  Truth;''  works  in 
which  there  was  an  insidious  attack  upon  some  fundamentals 
of  ethical  science.  The  questions  which  are  here  discussed  at 
great  length  and  with  the  utmost  vigor  of  his  mind,  are  two : 
first,  the  responsibility  of  man  for  his  opinions,  and,  seo- 
(mdly,  whether  any  testimony  is  sufficient  to  establish  a  £fict 
which  is  a  departure  from  the  laws  of  nature.^  The  next 
year  produced  an  essay  on  the  Baoovian  Catechism,  in  whidi 
he  details  the  history  and  tenets  of  the  early  Socinians  ;  and 
a  translation  of  Melancthon's  treatise  on  Uin.§  Besides  an 
artide  on  Transubstantiation,  he  wrote  an  extensive  histori- 
cal sketch  of  the  Scotch  Secession ;  and  reviews  of  Way- 
land's  Moral  Science,  and  Woods  on  Depravity.  We  omit 
a  number  of  minor  reviews,  which  appeared  during  the  same 
period. 

But  his  labours  with  the  pen  were  by  no  means  confined 
to  sermons,  lectures,  and  periodical  essays.  In  the  year 
1831,  he  prepared  a  new  edition  of  his  work  on  the  Evi- 
dences of  Christianity,  with  additional  matter  which  tended 
much  to  its  completeness.    His  book  on  the  Canon  of  Scrip- 

*  Biblical  Repertory,  1881,  pp.  860-888. 
f  Biblical  Bepertory,  1882,  pp.  289-252. 
X  BibUcal  Repertory,  1882»  pp.  894^28. 
§  BibUcal  Repertory,  1888,  pp.  180-204^  and  pp.  621-«8L 
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tme  was  sent  to  him  ia  a  London  reprint,  in  1882.  In 
1833,  he  published  a  ''  History  of  the  Patriarchs/'  He  also 
contributed  to  a  religious  journal,  in  1839,  those  essays  on 
Beligious  Experience,  which  have  since  appeared  in  a  vol- 
nine.  It  is  sufficiently  shown,  therefore,  that  neither  pro- 
fessional toils  nor  the  agitations  of  church  controversy  had 
impaired  his  relish  or  capacity  for  the  severo  labours  of  the 
study. 

A  few  words  may  be  allowed  us,  in  regard  to  the  Intro- 
ductory Lectures  of  this  period.  That  which  opened  the 
y^ar  1832  was  a  strenuous  argument  for  absolute  devotion 
to  Qody  in  the  work  of  the  ministry.  Its  contents  may  be 
gathered  from  these  leading  thoughts.  1.  ^^The  strongest 
inducement  to  be  entire  and  unroserved  in  devoting  your 
hearts  and  lives  to  the  service  of  God,  is  the  love  of  Christ 
to  you."  2.  "  If  your  hearts  aro  filled  and  warmed  with  this 
love  of  Ohrist,  you  will  never  be  satisfied  with  any  thing  short 
of  a  complete  surrender  of  every  thing  to  him."  3.  "  The 
terms  of  discipleship  as  laid  down  by  Christ  require  you  to 
be  unreserved  in  the  consecration  of  yourselves  to  the  service 
of  Gk)d."  4.  ^^  The  spirit  and  conduct  of  the  apostles  and 
early  Christians  was  in  accordance  with  the  principle  which 
I  am  advocating."  5.  "  You  cannot  in  any  other  way  so 
eflfectually  promote  your  own  happiness."  6.  "  This  abso- 
lute devotedness  of  spirit  is  the  quality  which  will  prepare 
you  to  be  eminently  useful"  But  a  few  sentences  will  give 
a  better  notion  of  the  train  of  thought,  than  our  baro  skele- 
ton. "  Shortly  before  the  late  Dr.  Robert  Finley  engaged 
in  the  plan  for  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour,  I  met  with 
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him  in  this  town,  and  well  remember  that  his  soul  appeand 
to  be  in  a  glow  of  holy  zeaL  He  said  he  was  indignant  at 
himself  for  having  made  so  few  and  so  feeble  efforts  tor 
Christ,  in  comparison  with  what  had  been  done  by  others, 
and  expressed  his  strong  resolution  to  enterprise  something 
which  might  be  to  the  honour  of  Gh)d  and  the  benefit  of  men. 
You  have  seen  the  result.  There  are  at  the  present  time 
many  who  feel  that  their  lives  are  rapidly  passing  away, 
while  yet  they  are  doing  little  ;  and  who  are  resolved  to  atr 
tempt  a  more  vigorous  exertion.  For  the  aged,  however, 
little  is  left  but  unavailing  regrets.  They  may  wish  now 
that  they  could  begin  life  anew.  But  all  such  thoughts  are 
vain,  in  their  case.  To  you,  who  are  just  entering  life,  how 
precious  may  these  considerations  l)e  !  It  is  an  interesting 
fiEu;t,  concerning  the  late  Dr.  John  H.  Bice,  that  after  his 
decease,  there  was  found  about  the  person  of  that  eminent 
man  and  sincere  servant  of  God,  a  paper  containing  solemn 
resolutions,  in  which  he  engaged  to  consecrate  all  his  powers 
and  all  his  property  to  the  one  object  of  doing  good.  You 
are  coming  forward,  my  young  friends,  at  an  eventful  period 
of  the  world.  Bead  then  the  signs  of  the  times.  Let  every 
man  be  found  at  his  post,  and  standing  in  his  lot.  Let  no 
one  now  entering  the  ministry  dream  of  a  quiet  or  easy  life, 
or  of  literary  leisure.*' 

We  close  our  notice  of  these  exercises  by  indicating 
three  more  Introductory  Lectures ;  one  on  the  "  Limits  within 
which  Unlicensed  Students  of  Theology  ought  to  confine 
themselves  in  conducting  Beligious  Societies,  and  in  attempt- 
ing to  give^Public  Instruction ;"  another  on  the  "  Importance 
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of  Eminent  Piety,  to  the  right  and  successful  discharge  of 
the  Duties  of  the  Pastoral  Office ;''  and  the  third  on  a  '^  Spi- 
rit of  Christian  Enterprise  in  the  Ministry/' 

If  now  we  take  a  glance  at  matters  more  personal  and 
domestic,  we  must  remember  that  he  was  no  longer  in  his 
physical  prime,  as  during  this  ten  years'  period  he  passed  his 
grand  climacteric.  It  was  certainly  something  remarkable, 
for  a  man  turned  of  sixty  to  apply  himself  with  such  enter- 
prise and  earnestness  to  new  and  different  pursuits;  the 
rather,  when  as  we  afterwards  learn  this  was  only  the  begin- 
ning of  labours  which  were  to  endure  for  nearly  twenty  years. 
During  the  time  of  which  we  write  his  health  was  interrupt- 
ed^ not  only  by  his  never  absent  nervous  disorders,  but  by 
acute  sciatica,  and  in  1833  by  a  slight  haamoptysis.  Some- 
times he  looked  upon  the  probabilities  of  extended  life  as 
very  faint.     Thus  he  writes  to  his  eldest  sister,  in  1831  : 

"  Although  I  wrote  to  you  by  mail  not  long  since,  I  will 
not  permit  so  fikvourable  an  opportimity  as  that  which  now 
offers  to  pass  without  dropping  you  a  line.  The  time  of  our 
earthly  correspondence  is  drawing  to  a  close.  I  am  now  in 
my  sixtieth  year,  and  you  are  a  little  older.  This  is  an  age 
to  which  I  never  expected  to  come ;  but  Providence  has 
preserved  me,  and  brought  me  along  ;  and  upon  a  review  of 
my  life  I  have  reason  to  be  thankful  for  the  manifold  bless- 
ings which  I  have  received.  But  I  have  nothing  to  say  re- 
specting my  own  fidelity  and  diligence,  except  what  is  of  the 
most  humbling  kind.  I  must  cast  myself  entirely  on  the 
fiee  mercy  of  Gtod  and  the  rich  merits  of  Jesus  Christ.  This 
is  all  my  hope  and  all  my  salvation.    I  find,  as  I  suppose 
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yon  do^  that  the  arrival  of  old  age  does  not  bring  death  any 
nearer  to  the  feelings.  I  have  indeed  a  rational  oonviction 
that  I  am  nearer  to  my  end,  but  as  to  realizing  apprehen- 
sions of  death,  I  am  not  conscious  that  this  acknowledged 
nearness  has  any  effect  on  my  views  of  the  importance  of 
that  awful  event.  In  regard  to  the  state  of  the  soul  imme- 
diately after  death,  I  find  my  mind  filled  with  darkness 
when  I  attempt  to  form  particular  conceptions  of  it.  My 
only  relief  is  in  relying  on  the  general  promises  of  the  Grospel, 
and  dismissing  all  solicitude  about  the  mode  of  existence  or 
the  special  nature  of  the  feelings  in  that  untried  state.  I 
have  always  wished  and  hoped  to  arrive  at  a  degree  of  fiuth 
in  the  things  of  the  invisible  world,  to  which  I  have  not  yet 
attained.  In  my  ideas  of  divine  things  there  is  too  much 
of  imagination— of  mere  notion — ^too  little  of  the  feeling  of 
reality.  Wh^i,  for  a  moment,  I  can  conceive  of  eternity,  as 
a  real  J  approcuMng  state^  I  am  startled — and  feel  astonished 
at  my  habitual  apathy.  Sometimes,  when  I  awake  suddenly 
in  the  night,  the  thought  of  eternity  and  of  the  judgment  is 
overwKelming.  But  these  impressions  soon  pass  away,  I  am 
occupied  vidth  visible  scenes  and  earthly  cares,  and  for  a  great 
part  of  the  time  futurity  is  out  of  view. 

'^  I  am  much  concerned  about  the  state  of  our  ChurclL 
Every  thing  in  the  signs  of  the  times  is  ominous ;  tor  while 
revivals  are  multiplied,  errors  appear  to  be  coming  in  like  a 
flood.  Divisions  threaten  to  rend  the  body,  and  thus  peace 
—one  of  the  richest  blessings  of  the  Gk)spel — ^will  be  lost. 
But  the  Lord  reigneth,  let  the  earth  rejoice  1  I  do  not  look 
forward  to  any  time  when  I  shall  have  it  in  my  power  to 
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Tiat  Yiigiiua  again.  It  is^  hsneiesy  a  aciatt^  of  UUla  cfoi- 
se^Bancd.  Let  us  all  be  engaged  in  prei)ariQg  to  meet  in  a 
happier  wotlL"  * 

This  was  the  very  time  at  which  e&irts  were  making  in 
Yirginia^  as  related  above^  to.  bring  him  again  to  his  native 
State.  In  writing  to  his  son^  he  speaks  o^  a  letter^  ^^the 
object  of  which,''  says  he,  ^'  was  to  learn  whether  there  existed 
any  insuperable  objei2tion  in  the  way  of  my  consenting  to 
take  Dr.  Bice's  place  in  the  Union  Seminary.  They  seem  to 
think  that  the  existence  of  the  institution  will  depend  upon 
the  success  of  this  project.  I  have  not  had  time  to  give  it 
much  consideration.  If  I  were  younger  and  more  capable 
of  answering  their  expectations,  I  would  think  seriously  of 
it ;  for  in  the  distractions  of  the  church  in  this  region  I  fear 
that  our  Seminary  will  become  a  bone  of  contention.  And 
as  Mr.  Hodge  is  well  prepared  to  take  my  place,  a^d  nothing 
would  be  requisite  but  to  put  some  young  man  inhis  place, 
I  do  not  see  that  this  institution  would,  soffer  mucb  loss  by 
my  departure."  f  These  negotiations  we  have  already  said 
resulted  in  nothing.  He  made  a  visit  to  Yirgioia  in  the 
Autunm  of  1835,  but  no  case  occurred  during  the  whole  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  in  which  he  seems  to  have  thought  of 
leaving  New  Jersey. 

To  give  a  recdtal  of  his  pulpit  labours,  would,  be  to  re- 
peat what  has  been  said  in  the  previous  chapters.  Scarcely 
a  Lord's  Day  passed  in  which  he  was  not  preaching,  at  home 
or  abroad,  and  he  was  frequently  called  to  sudb  cixercises 

•  Letter  to  Mrs.  Graham,  July  27»  1881. 
t  L«tter  to  J.  W.  A.,  Sept  15, 1881. 
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during  the  week  These  labours  were  made  mack  more 
abmidant  by  the  great  prevalence  of  rdigions  awakenings  in 
the  land ;  and  it  is  remarkable^  that  while  he  was  reputed 
by  some  an  enemy  of  revivals,  or  at  least  <me  ignorant  of 
their  nature,  there  was  no  preacher  whose  services  were 
sought  with  greater  avidity,  during  such  seasons  of  religious 
warmth.  The  controversy  ran  high  about  New  Measures,  or 
the  system  of  means  employed  in  revivals  On  this  sub- 
ject, as  we  need  scarcely  say,  his  judgment  was  with  that  of 
the  sober  party,  a  judgment  which  has  since  become  that  of 
the  Church  at  large.  When,  in  1832,  Dr.  Sprague  published 
his  valuable  <md  timely  work  on  Revivals,  it  contained  a 
letter  of  Dr.  Alexander,  which  we  regard  as  worthy  of 
insertion. 

"PinroRON,  March  9, 1882. 

^^Bbybbbnd  and  Deab  Sib: — 

^'Incompliancewithyour  request,  I  send  you  a  few 
thoughts  on  revivals.  I  am  gratified  to  learn  that  you  are 
about  to  publish  some  Lectures  on  this  interesting  subject. 
I  hope  they  will  be  extensively  useful ;  and  if  you  should 
judge  that  any  thing  which  I  may  write  would  subserve  a 
valuable  purpose,  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  use  of  this  letter 
as  you  may  think  best. 

^^  1.  A  revival  or  religious  excitement  may  exist  and  be 
very  powerfiQ,  and  affect  many  minds,  when  the  producing 
cause  is  not  the  Spirit  of  God ;  and  when  the  truth  of  Qoi 
is  not  the  means  of  the  awakening.  This  we  must  believe, 
unless  we  adopt  the  opinion  that  the  Holy  Spirit  accompa- 
nies error  by  his  operations  as  well  as  truth,  which  would  be 
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blasphemous.  Beligioas  exdtaiient  has  been  common  among 
Pagans,  Mohammedans,  heretics  and  Papists.  And  in  oar 
own  time  there  have  beeti  great  religions  excitements  among 
those  who  reject  the  fdndamental  doctrines  of  the  Gbspel,  as 
for  example,  among  the  Christ-iana^  who  are  Unitarians,  and 
the  Newlights  or  Schismatics  of  the  West,  and  the  Camp- 
bellites,  who  deny  the  proper  divinity  of  om*  Lord,  and  the 
scriptural  doctrine  of  atonement.  The  whole  religion  of 
the  Shakers  also  consists  in  enthusiastic  excitement.  Hence 
it  is  evident,  that  revivals  ought  to  be  distinguished  into  such 
as  are  genuine,  and  such  as  are  spurious.  And  the  distinc- 
tion should  depend  on  the  doctrines  inculcated,  on  the  mea- 
sures adopted,  and  the  fruits  produced.  *  Beloved,'  says 
the  Apostle  John,  *  believe  not  every  spirit,  but  try  the 
spirits  whether  they  are  of  Gkxi.' 

"  2.  Again,  a  revival  or  religious  excitement  may  take 
(dace  when  a  few  persons  only  are  under  the  saving  operations 
of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  but  when  many  are  affected  by  sympa- 
thy, and  by  the  application  of  extraordinary  means  of  awak- 
ening the  feelings.  I  have  seen  a  powerful  religious  impres- 
sion pervade  a  large  congregation  at  once,  so  that  very  few 
remained  unaffected ;  and  most  expressed  their  feelings  by 
the  strongest  signs  ;  and  yet,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  very 
few  of  them  became  permanently  serious.  Besides,  when  the 
Spirit  operates  savingly  on  some,  there  is  reason  to  think  that 
his  common  operations  are  experienced  by  many.  The  minds 
of  the  people  generally  become  more  serious  and  tender ;  and 
many  ai^e  deeply  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  religion,  and 
engage  earnestly  in  prayer,  and  in  attendance  on  other  means 
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i£  grace.  Now  while  so  many  are  aflfocte!!,  but  few  may  be 
truly  converted ;  aod  no  hiunan  wisdom  m  adequate  to  dis* 
cem  between  those  who  are  savingly  wzonght  upon^  and 
those  who  are  only  the  subjeots  of  the  oonunon  operations  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  The  tree  which  is  covered  with  bloHSOHW 
(rften  produces  little  firoit.  The  wind  which  agitates  the 
whole  forest  may  tear  up  but  few  trees  by  the  roots.  Thus 
there  may  be  great  and  prcMuising  appearances,  and  yet  very 
little  fruit.  Temporary  believers  may  use  the  same  language, 
and  exhibit  to  others  precisely  the  same  appearance  as  true 
converts.  This  consideration  should  be  sufficient  to  prevent 
the  practice  lately  introduced,  of  admitting  persons  to  the 
communion  g£  the  Church  at  the  veiy  meeting  at  which  they 
are  first  awakened.  There  may  be  cases  in  which  well  in- 
structed persons,  of  good  character,  may  be  received  to  the 
Lord^s  taUe  as  soon  as  they  profess  a  hope  of  acceptance 
with  Gk)d,  but  these  should  be  considered  exceptions  to  the 
general  rule.  Often  the  impressions  produced  at  a  public 
meeting,  when  strong  excitements  are  Applied  to  awaken  the 
feelings,  are  as  evanescent  as  the  morning  doud  or  early  dew. 
Many  who  eventually  become  truly  pious,  entertain  for  a  wbile 
hopes,  which  they  afterwards  are  convinced  to  be  unfounded ; 
and  to  pronounce  such  persons  converted  at  once,  and  huny 
their  admission  to  the  ZiOrd's  table,  would  be  the  most  effidctual 
method  of  preventing  their  saving  conversion.  Theie  may 
be  an  error  on  the  other  side,  of  too  long  a  dday,  and  of  dis- 
couraging real  believers  from  approaching  the  taUe  of  their 
Lord ;  but  the  error  is  on  the  safe  side.  As  to  Apostolical 
precedent,  it  is  just  as  strong  for  a  community  of  goods ;  and 
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after  <aQ^  there  is  no  undoubted  case  of  any  eonyert  being 
inunediately  receired  to  the  Lord's  Supper.  They  were  bap-» 
tisied  immediately  on  their  profession,  but  this  in  our  view  is 
a  different  thing ;  for  we  admit  infants  to  baptism,  but  not 
to  the  other  sacrament.  And  the  &ct  is,  that  in  every  part 
of  the  world,  the  plan  of  placing  young  converts  in  the  class 
of  catechumens,  to  be  instructed  even  prior  to  their  baptism, 
was  adopted.  Qod  often  leaves  his  servants  to  find  out  by 
e:q)erieQc^  what  is  most  expedient,  and  does  not  teach  every 
thing  by  inspiration ;  as  in  the  case  of  Moses  in  judging 
the  people  of  Israel  And  if  experience  has  uttered  her 
monitory  voice  clearly  on  any  point,  I  think  she  has  in  re- 
gard to  this ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  future  experience 
will  fully  corroborate  the  lessons  of  the  past. 

'^  3.  A  real  work  of  the  Spirit  may  be  mingled  with 
much  enthusiasm  and  disorder ;  but  its  beauty  will  be  marred, 
and  its  progress  retarded  by  every  such  spurious  mixture. 
Thus  d^o  individuals  who  are  the  subjects  of  special  grace, 
may  for  a  while  be  carried  away  with  erroneous  notions  and 
eodtravogant  feelings.  We  must  not,  therefore,  condemn  all 
as  deluded  souls,  who  manifest  some  signs  of  enthusiasm. 
But  under  the  same  revival  or  general  excitement,  while 
some  are  renewed  and  engrafted  into  Christ,  others  may  be 
entirely  under  the  influence  of  error,  spiritual  pride  and  de- 
lusion. When  the  Son  of  Man  sows  good  seed  in  his  fields 
wiU  not  the  enemy  be  busy  in  sowing  tares  ?  And  doubtless 
it  oft^i  happens,  that  by  the  rashness,  fanaticism,  and  ex- 
travagance of  a  few  persons,  especially  if  they  be  leaders,  an 
ill  report  may  be  brought  up  against  a  work,  in  which  the 
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Spirit  of  Gk)d  has  been  poworftdlj  opemting.  The  opinion 
that  it  is  dangerous  to  oppose  fiuiatidsm,  lest  we  hinder  the 
work  of  God,  is  most  unfounded.  We  cannot  more  e£fectuall  j 
promote  genuine  revivab,  than  by  detecting  and  suppressing 
&naticism ;  which  is  their  counterfdt,  and  injures  their 
reputation  among  intelligent  men,  more  than  all  other 
causes. 

^^  4.  Often  also  there  may  be  much  error  mingled  with 
the  evangelical  truth,  which  is  preached  in  times  of  revival ; 
and  while  God  blesses  his  own  truth  to  the  conversion  of 
men,  the  baleful  effects  of  the  error  which  accompanies  it 
will  be  sure  to  be  manifest.  It  may  be  compared  to  the 
case,  where  some  poisonous  ingredient  is  mingled  with  whole- 
some food.  I  might  here,  perhaps,  refer  to  some  sections  of 
our  own  Church,  where  the  truth  is  not  cleariy  inculcated ; 
and  it  might  be  shown  that  there  is  danger  of  error  on  botii 
extremes.  But  I  choose  rather  to  refer  to  those  churches, 
which  we  all  think  to  be  erroneous  in  certain  points.  No 
denomination  among  us  has  had  more  frequent  or  extaisive 
revivab  tHan  the  Methodists,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that 
multitudes  have  been  truly  converted  under  their  ministry ; 
but  the  effect  of  their  errors  is  manifest  to  an  impartial  ob- 
server. The  same  remark  holds  good,  respecting  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterians,  who  greatly  resemble  the  Methodists 
in  their  doctrines  and  mode  of  promotii^  and  conducting 
revivala  And  as  an  example  from  the  opposite  extreme,  I 
would  mention  that  portion  of  the  Baptist  Church,  which  is 
tinctured  with  Antinomianism.  They  have  revivals  also,  but 
their  mode  of  treating  the  subjects  is  widely  diffdrent  from 
that  of  the  sects  last  mentioned. 
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^^5.  Bat  I  come  now  to  speak  of  genuine  revivals,  wheie 
the  Ghxqpel  is  preached  in  its  pnritj,  and  where  the  people 
have  been  well  instructed  in  the  doctrines  of  Christianity. 
In  a  revival,  it  makes  the  greatest  difference  in  the  world 
whether  the  people  have  been  carefully  taught  by  catedii- 
sing,  or  are  ignorant  of  the  truths  of  the  Bible.  In  some 
cases  revivals  are  so  remarkably  pure,  tHat  nothing  occurs 
vdth  which  any  pious  man  can  find  fault.  Th^re  is  not 
only  no  wildness  or  extravagance,  but  very  little  strong 
commotion  of  the  animal  feelings.  The  Word  of  Gtod  dis- 
tils upon  the  mind  Uke  the  gentle  rain,  and  the  Holy  Spirit 
oomes  down  like  the  dew,  diffusing  a  blessed  influence  on  all 
around.  Such  a  revival  affords  the  most  beautiful  sight  ever 
seen  upon  earth.  Its  aspect  gives  us  a  lively  idea  of  what 
will  be  the  general  state  of  things  in  the  latteb-day 
OLOBY,  QXki  some  &int  image  of  the  heavenly  state.  The 
impression  on  the  minds  of  the  people  in  such  a  work  is  the 
exact  counterpart  of  the  truth ;  just  as  the  impression  on 
the  wax  corresponds  to  the  seal  In  such  revivals  there  are 
great  solemnity  and  silence.  The  convictions  of  sin  are  deep 
and  humbling ;  the  justice  of  Gtod  in  the  condemnation  of 
the  sinner  is  felt  and  acknowle^ed ;  every  other  refuge  but 
Christ  IB  abandoned ;  the  heart  at  first  is  made  to  feel  its 
impenetrable  hardness ;  but  when  least  expected,  it  dissolves 
under  a  grateful  sense  of  God's  goodness  and  Christ's  love ; 
light  breaks  in  upon  the  soul,  either  by  a  gradual  dawning  or 
by  a  sudden  flash ;  Christ  is  revealed  through  the  GK)spel,  and 
a  firm  and  often  joyful  confidence  of  salvation  through  Him 
is  produced ;  a  benevolent,  forgiving,  meek,  humble,  contrite 
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Bpdi  predoEoinates;  the  loye  of  God  is  (died.  abiead«;  and 
with  some,  joy  uittpeakablfi  and  fhll  of  ^ly  fills  the  seiiL 
A  spirit  of  devotion  is  enkindled.  The  Woid  of  God  b^* 
comes  exceedingly  precious.  Prayer  is  the  execcdse  in  which 
the  soul  seems  to  be  in  its  proper  element,  because  by  it 
Gh)d  is  approached,  his  presence  felt,  and  his  beauty  seen ; 
and  the  new-bom  soul  Uves  by  breathing  after  the  knowledge 
of  God,  after  cominunion  with  God,  and  after  conformity  to 
his  will.  Now  also  ^rings  up  in  the  soul  an  inextiBguiBh-* 
able  desire  to  promote  the  glory  of  GK>d,  and  to  bring  all  men 
to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  by  that  means  to  the  pos- 
session of  eternal  life.  The  ancere  language  of  the  heart  is^ 
'Lord,  what  wouldst  thou  have  me  to  do ? '  That  Qod  may 
send  upon  his  Churdi  many  such  revivals,  is  my  daily 
prayer;  and  many  such  have  been  experienced  in  our 
country,  and  I  trust  are  still  goii^  forward  in  our  churckefl. 

"  6.  But  it  has  often  occurred  to  me — and  I  have  heaid 
the  same  sentiment  from  some  of  the  most  judicious  and  pious 
men  that  I  have  known — ^that  there  must  be  a  state  of  the 
Church  preferable  to  these  temporary  excitements,  which  aso 
too  often  followed  by  a  deploraUe  state. of  declension,  and 
di^graceftd  ^)athy  and  inactivity.  Why  not  aim  at  having 
a  continuous  lively  state  of  piety,  and  an  nnceaigng  prognss 
in  the  conversion  of  the  impenitent,  without  these  dreadftil 
seasons  of  deadness  and  indifferenoe?  Why  may  we  not 
hope  for  such  a  state  of  increasing  proeperi1r)r  in  the  Church, 
that  revivals  shall  be  no  longer  needed ;  or  if  you  {nrefer  due 
expression,  when  there  shall  be  a  jperpe^tia2r09ttMi2/  Biohaid 
Baxter's  oongr^tkm  seenn  £)r  many  years  to  have  t^ppn^ 
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mated  to  what  is  here  snj^posed ;  and  perhaps  that  of  John 
Brown  of  Haddington,  and  Mr.  Bomaine,  of  London.  And 
in  thk  country,  I  hare  known  a  very  few  congregations  in 
which  a  lively  state  of  piety  was  kept  np  from  year  to  year. 

"7.  We  cannot,  however,  limit  the  Holy  One,  nor  pn^ 
seribe  modes  of  operation  for  the  Spirit  of  God.  His  dis- 
pensations are  inscrutable,  and  it  is  onr  duty  to  submit  to 
his  wisdom  and  his  will ;  and  to  go  on  steadily  in  the  per- 
formance of  our  own  duty.  If  He,  the  Sovereign,  chooses  to 
water  his  Churoh  by  occasional  showers,  rather  than  with  the 
perpetual  dew  of  his  grace,  and  this  B^ore  at  one  period,  and 
in  one  c(Hitinent,  than  at  other  times  and  places,  we  should 
rejoice  and  be  grateM  for  the.rich  effusions  of  his  Spirit  in 
»ny  form  and  manner ;  and  should  endeavour  to  avul  our- 
selves of  these  precious  seasons,  for  the  conversion  of  sinners, 
and  the  edificaticm  of  the  body  of  Christ.  In  the  natural 
world,  the  cold  and  bturren  winter  regulariy  succeeds  the 
gonial  and  growing  seasons  of  spring  and  summer ;  and  there 
may  be  an  analogy  to  this  vicissitude  in  the  spiritual  world. 
One  thing  we  are  taught,  that  believers  stand  in  need  of  sea- 
sons of  severe  trial,  that  they  may  be  purified,  as  the  precious 
metals  are  purged  fiom  their  dross  in  the  heated  furnace. 
Paul  says,  ^  For  there  must  be  heresies  among  you,  that  they 
which  are  approved  may  be  made  manifest/ 

^'8.  As  genuine  revivals  are  favourable  to  truth  and 
orthodoxy,  so  spurious  exdtements  furnish  one  of  the  most 
effectual  vehicles  for  error  and  heresy,  ^he  Church  is  not 
always  benefited  hy  -what  are  termed  revivals ;  but  some- 
times the  effioots  ci  sudi  ccmmiotions  are  followed  by  a  deso- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


510  REYIYALS. 

lation  which  reeembles  the  tmck  of  the  tornado.  I  have 
never  seen  bo  great  insensibility  in  anj  people^  as  in  those 
who  have  been  the  sabjects  of  violent  religions  excitement ; 
and  I  have  never  seen  anj  sinners  so  bold  and  reddess  in 
their  impietj  as  those  who  had  once  been  lend  professoiB, 
and  foremost  in  the  time  of  revival  K  I  had  time  I  might 
illostrate  this  remark  by  a  reference  to  the  great  revival  di 
the  West,  which  commenced  about  the  close  of  the  year 
1800^  in  the  south  part  of  Kentucky ;  and  by  which  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  that  region  was  for  so  many  yean 
broken  and  distracted  and  prostrated — ^but  I  must  forbear. 
When  people  are  much  excited^  their  caution  and  sober 
judgment  are  diminished ;  and  when  preachers  are  ardently 
zealous  in  ilevivals,  serious  people  do  not  suspect  them  of 
holding  errors,  or  of  entertaining  the  design  of  subverting 
the  truth.  It  is  also  a  &ct,  that  the  teachers  of  false  doc- 
trine do  sometimes  artfiilly  associate  their  errors  with 
revivals,  and  by  continually  insinuating  or  openly  declaring 
that  revivals  take  place  only  in  connection  with  their  new 
theology,  they  suoceed  in  persuading  those  who  have  more 
seal  than  knowledge,  that  all  who  oppose  their  errors  are 
the  enemies  of  revivala  This  artifice  has  often  been  played 
off  with  much  effect ;  and  they  have  sometimes  gone  so  fir 
as  to  deny  the  genuineness  of  great  revivals  which  occurred 
under  the  ministry  of  those  holding  opinions  different  firom 
their  own  ;  or  who  n^lected  to  bring  into  operation  all  the 
newly  invented  apparatus  of  revivals. 

"  You  may  perhaps  expect  me  to  say  something  respecting 
what  are  called  new  meaeures  ;  but  as  I  am  out  of  the  way 
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of  witnessing  the  actual  operation  of  these  means^  I  will  not 
y^itnre  on  a  discussicm,  which  is  both  delicate  and  difficult, 
farther  than  to  mention  some  general  results,  which,  from  a 
retrospect  of  manj  &cts,  I  have  adopted,  in  regard  to  revivals 
of  religion.  On  each  of  these  I  might  largely  expatiate,  but 
xaj  prescribed  limits  forbid  it. 

^^  All  means  and  measures  which  produce  a  high  degree 
of  excitement,  or  a  great  commotion  of  the  passions,  should 
be  avoided ;  because  religion  does  not  consist  in  these  violent 
^notions,  nor  is  it  promoted  by  them ;  and  when  they  sub- 
side, a  wretched  state  of  deadness  is  sure  to  succeed. 

"The  subjects  of  religious  ^impressions  ought  not  to  be 
brought  much  into  public  notice.  It  ought  not  to  be  for- 
gotten that  the  heart  is  deceitM  above  all  things,  and  that 
strong  excitement  does  not  prevent  the  risings  of  pride  and 
vainglory.  Many  become  hypocrites  when  they  find  them- 
selves the  objects  of  much  attention,  and  affect  feelings  which 
are  not  real ;  and  where  there  is  humility  and  sincerity,  such 
measures  turn  away  the  attention  from  the  distinct  contem- 
plation of  those  subjects  which  ought  to  occupy  the  mind. 

"  On  this  account,  I  prefer  having  the  anxious  addressed 
and  instructed  as  they  sit  undistinguished  in  their  seats, 
rather  than  calling  them  out  to  particular  pews,  denominated 
anxiotM  seats  ;  and  if  the  pastor  can  visit  the  awakened  at 
their  houses,  it  would  be  better  than  to  appoint  meetings 
expressly  for  them.  But  as  this  cannot  be  done,  when  the 
number  is  great,  these  meetings  may  be  necessary  ;  but  in- 
stead of  attempting  to  converse  with  each  individual,  let  the 
preacher  address  suitable  instruction  and  advice  to  all  at 
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once  ;  and  if  anjare  in  great  trouble  and  difficulty,  let  them 
come  to  the  minister's  house,  or  send  (or  him  to  visit  them. 

^' All  mieasures  which  have  a  tendency  to  <^i^1l^^lall  the 
eolemnity  of  divine  worship,  or  to  lessen  our  reverence  for 
God  and  divine  things  are  evidently  wrong  ;  and  this  is  uni- 
formly the  effect  of  excessive  excitement.  Fanaticism  often 
blazes  with  a  glaring  flame,  and  agitates  assemblies  as  with 
a  hurricane  or  earthquake  ;  but  Gkxi  is  not  in  the  firo,  or  the 
wind,  or  the  earthquaka  His  presence  is  moro  commonly 
with  the  BtiU,  small  voice.  There  is  no  sounder  character- 
istic of  genuine  devotiim  than  roveronce.  When  this  is 
banished,  the  firo  may  bum  fiercely,  but  it  is  unhallowed  fire. 
Fanaticism,  however  much  it  may  assume  the  garb  and  lan- 
guage of  piety^  is  its  opposite  ;  for  while  the  latter  is  mild 
and  sweet,  and  disinterested,  and  respectful,  and  affection- 
ate, the  former  is  proud,  arrogant,  censork>us,  selfish,  carnal, 
and  when  opposed,  malignant. 

^^  The  promature  and  injudicious  publication  of  revivals  is 
now  a  great  eviL  Thero  is  often  in  these  accounts  a  ocM 
whicdi  greatly  disgusts  sensible  men ;  thero  is  an  exaggi^- 
ation  which  confounds  those  who  kaow  the  facts ;  and  it 
eaimot  but  iigure  the  people  concerning  whom  the  narraUve 
toeata    But  I  must  desist. 

^'I  am  respectfully  and  afiEectionately  yours. 

"A.  A." 

Once  moro  we  allude  to  the  Introductory  Lectures,  as  a 
meani^  employed  by  the  professor  t(x  conveying-  spiritual  as 
well  as  intellectual  improvement  to  his  pupils.     Some  of 
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theee  were  deeoribed  at  their  pn^per  times ;  there  are 
others  of  which  the  date  can  be  only  conjectured.  One 
is  a  discourse  founded  on  the  words  of  Paul,  ^^  Study  to 
show  thyself  approved  unto  God/'  &c  ;  2  Tim,  ii  15. 
A  second  treats  of  the  magnitude  of  the  ministerial  work 
— the  importance  of  acquiring  the  right  character  and 
qualification — a  right  spirit  of  religion — good  manners — 
devotion — correct  and  benevolent  intercourse  with  men — 
honour  and  justice,  and  humility.  A  third  is  on  the 
**  Duties  of  Theological  Students."  1.  Growth  in  Grace, 
or  improvement  in  personal  piety.  2.  More  particularly  a 
just  estimate  of  every  virtue  of  the  Christian  life.  3.  The 
acquisition  of  sound  theological  knowledge.  4.  Efforts 
towards  mutual  benefit.  6.  Labours  among  the  people  of 
the  neighbourhood.  A  fourth  depicts  the  character  of 
**  The  Minister  suited  to  the  times  in  which  we  live."  In 
this  the  apostle  Paul  is  held  fi)rth  as  an  example,  in  regard, 
1,  to  his  ardent  love  of  Christ  and  zeal  for  his  glory  ;  2,  his 
tender  compassion  for  perishing  men ;  3,  his  fervent  affec- 
tion for  the  children  of  God  ;  4,  his  deadness  to  the  world  ; 
5,  his  diligence  ;  6,  his  eminent  prudence  ;  7,  his  spending 
his  leisure  in  writing  for  the  benefit  of  the  Church,  in  all 
ages  to  come.  A  fifth  is  on  the  ^^  Present  Aspect  of  the 
World,"  as  indicating  the  qualifications  and  duties  of  minis* 
ters  ;  under  which  the  Foreign  Mission  enterprise  is  warmly 
and  largely  uiged.  A  sixth  is  on  ^^  The  Wise  Employment 
of  Time."  1.  '^  A  firm  resj^lution  and  prompt  decision  are 
requisite  for  the  wise  use  of  time."  2.  ^'  Self-denial  is  of  the 
utmost  importance."    3.  ^^  The  voice  of  Conscience  must  be 
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legaided,  in  leapect  to  tiine/'  4.  ^^  There  must  be  a  d^mto 
object  of  ptusuit/'  6.  "  Mental  diBcipline  is  necessaiy^  in 
order  to  employ  our  time  aright."  6.  "Diligence/'  7. 
"  Versatility,  or  a  readiness  to  adapt  the  mind  to  any  object 
which  may  be  presented."  8.  "  Method."  9.  "  A  thirst  for 
knowledge."  10.  "  Do  not  aim  at  doing  too  much  in  a  given 
time."  11.  "  Commence  no  pursuit  without  a  probability 
of  being  able  to  reach  the  end."  12.  "The  carefiil  preser- 
vation of  attainments  abeady  made."  13.  "  Time  is  not 
turned  to  the  best  account,  by  keeping  the  mind  on  a  con- 
tinual stretch."  14.  "  All  our  other  improvements,  however 
considerable,  will  be  of  little  value,  if  genuine  piety  be  not 
cultivated  assiduously  and  successfully." 

.  As  the  number  of  students  was  now  very  large,  he  had 
abundant  opportunity  to  exercise  that  influence  which  has 
already  been  mentioned,  by  means  of  private  counsel.  It  is 
in  connection  with  this  that  hundreds  remember  him,  with 
even  more  warmth  than  in  his  character  of  public  instruct<»r. 
And  as  many  of  his  former  pupils  were  now  established  in 
their  posts  of  usefulness,  he  kept  up  a  paternal  regard  for 
them,  and  often  gave  them  letters  of  counsel.  An  eminent 
clergyman,  whose  name  would  add  force  to  the  statement,  if 
we  were  sure  of  his  permission  to  publish  it,  after  referring 
to  his  own  early  authorship,  speaks  thus  of  Dr.  Alexander* 
"  I  have  said  these  things  because  I  feel  indebted  to  him  for  the 
kindness  with  which  he  treated  me  and  my  maiden  production. 
I  am  under  many  other  obligatigns  to  him  ;  yes,  more  than 
I  can  express.  His  sweet  simplicity,  his  perfect  naturalness, 
his  saintly  purity ;  how  deeply  have  they  inscribed  them- 
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selves  on  my  memory  I"  The  porfcraiture  would  be  incom- 
plete without  some  specimens  of  these.  "If  you  cannot  live 
at  *  *  *  /'  so  he  writes  to  a  young  minister,  "  on  the  sala- 
ry which  they  give  you,  you  will  be  under  a  necessity  of  re- 
moving ;  and  you  ought  to  consider  whether  this  is  not  an 
opening  in  Providence  for  your  relief.  In  my  opinion,  no 
situation  is  so  desirable  for  a  preacher  as  a  pastoral  charge  ; 
and  no  man  called  to  the  ministry  ought  to  relinquish  it  for 
any  other  business,  unless  there  be  an  evident  prospect  of 
greater  usefulness  ;  or  some  physical  disqualification  for  the 
work.  When  a  man  alleges  that  he  cannot  visit,  or  perform 
other  parochial  duties  for  which  he  has  bodily  strength,  it  is 
just  as  if  a  servant  should  pretend  that  he  cannot  do  the 
work  for  which  he  is  employed.  A  minister  of  Jesus  Christ 
must  divest  himself  of  fastidiousness,  and  exercise  self-deniai 
in  the  performance  of  his  duties.  In  regard  however  to  what 
is  duty  (in  the  matter  of  pastoral  visits)  every  man  must 
judge  independently  for  himself,  and  not  be  governed  by  the 
whims  of  well-disposed  but  weak  women.  In  a  large  city, 
preparation  for  the  pulpit  is  the  main  thing,  and  except  in 
case  of  illness,  comparatively  little  good  is  accomplished  by 
running  from  house  to  house.  The  preacher  who  ably  fills 
the  pulpit  will,  on  the  whole,  get  along  very  well  The 
course  in  such  a  place  as  Baltimore  would  be  for  the  minis- 
ter first  to  prepare  for  his  pulpit  exercises  on  the  Sabbath  ; 
next  he  should  be  attentive  to  Bible  Classes,  Sunday  Schools, 
and  catechizing  ;  and  should  visit  the  sick.  And  as  to  visit- 
ing, he  should  appropriate  certain  portions  of  time,  and  con- 
scientiously perform  what  appertains  to  that  time.     His 
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calk  ought  to  be  veiy  shorty  except  in  special  cases.  It  is 
poor  economy  for  a  man  to  exhaust  his  strength  in  taUdng 
to  one  at  a  time^  when  he  has  an  opportunity  of  saying  the 
same  thing  to  hundreds  or  thousands." 

DB.  ALEXANDEB  TO  THE  BEY.  JAMES  J.  GBAFF. 

''PUNORON,  Dm:  28,  188$. 

*f  Dbab  Sib  :— 

"  Until  I  received  your  letter,  I  was  not  aware  that  you 
had  entered  on  the  missionary  field.  The  countiy  in  which 
your  lot  is  cast,  as  I  learn  firom  your  letter,  is  very  destitute 
of  instructive  preaching  ;  especially  it  is  a  barren  r^on,  as 
it  relates  to  Presbyterian  preachers.  I  hope  that  you  will 
be  enabled  to  build  up  a  Presbyterian  Church  in  that  coun- 
try  where  none  have  existed  before.  You  must,  however, 
exercise  much  faith  and  patience,  and  be  much  in  prayer  to 
God.  You  must  preach  by  an  humble  and  holy  life,  as  wdl 
as  with  your  voice  jfrom  the  pulpit.  The  people  will  form 
their  ideas  of  Presbyterianism  by  what  they  see  and  hear 
from  you.  See  then  that  you  walk  circumspectly.  Be  wise 
as  a  serpent,  and  harmless  as  a  dove.  Be  very  guarded  in 
your  conversation,  especiaUy  with  females.  Maintain  the 
gravity  and  dignity  of  a  minister,  but  beware  of  pride  and 
haughtiness  ;  beware  also  of  the  extremes  of  levity  and  au- 
sterity. Let  your  conversation  be  in  simplicity  and  godly 
sincerity,  not  with  fleshly  wisdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God. 
Take  heed  that  you  lay  no  stumbling-blocks  in  the  way  of 
siimers.  Offences  must  needs  come  ;  but  wo  to  that  man 
by  whom  they  come  I     Be  diligent,  be  zealous,  be  enter- 
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prison,  be  persevering.  Try  to  win  boqIb  to  Ohrist,  and  to 
build  op  the  waste  places  of  Zion.  Enter  as  little  as  possi- 
ble into  controversy.  Be  kind  and  courteous  to  ministers  of 
other  denominations,  but  connect  yourself  little  with  them. 
If  you  can  lay  the  foundation  of  a  small  church,  you  maybe 
doii^  incalculable  good  ;  the  means  of  grace  may  thus  be 
perpetuated  in  a  dark  place.  The  Lord  is  calling  home  fixmi 
the  vineyard  some  of  his  most  faithfid  savants.  Dr.  Fisk 
and  Dr.  Hyde  are  great  losses  to  the  Church.  Dr.  Living- 
ston, of  Philaddphia,  is  prcmounced  to  be  in  an  incurable 
state.  Work  then  while  it  is  called  to-day.  Bemember  the 
dark  night  cometh  on  apace,  when  no  man  can  work.'' 

Sometimes  his  letters  were  addressed  to  foreign  mission- 
aries, and  then  he  felt  called  upon  to  say  more  concaving 
the  state  of  the  country,  as  in  that  which  follows  : 

DB.  ALEXAKDEB  TO  THE  BEV.  SAMUEL  HT7TOHING8,  MISSION- 
ABT  IN   CEYLON. 

"PUNORON,  Jvm  80,  1886L   • 

'*  Bbv.  and  Deab  Sib  : — 

^'  It  is  now  more  than  a  year  since  I  received  your  letter, 
which,  agreeaUy  to  your  request,  I  sent  on  to  Mr.  Osborne 
in  North  Oardina  ;  but  I  am  uncertain  whether  he  ever  re- 
ceived it.  As  you  see  the  New-York  papers,  there  is  no  oc- 
casion for  me  to  say  any  thing  of  the  public  ccxicems  of 
church  or  state.  I  may  observe,  however,  that  we  are  in  a 
very  imsettled  oondition.  The  prosperity  (^  the  United 
States  has  been  unprecedented  now  for  half  a  century,  modi 
tiiere  is  nothing  to  hinder  its  continuance  and  increase  bat 
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the  folly  and  wickedneis  of  the  people  ;  bnt  there  are  many 
indications  in  the  manifest  signs  of  the.  times  that  we,  as  a 
nation,  are  rapidly  approaching  a  crisis.  The  subject  of 
slavery  has  been  so  imprudently  managed,  that  a  spirit  of 
hostility  between  the  northern  and  southern  States  has  been 
excited,  whidi  in  my  opinion  will  not  cease  until  a  rupture 
shall  take  place,  which  will  mark  the  end  of  our  national 
prosperity.  But  the  advance  of  our  Church  to  a  crisis  has 
been  more  rapid  and  alarming  than  that  of  the  nation.  The 
subject  of  slavery  agitates  the  Church  as  well  as  the  body 
politic  ;  but  differences  in  our  theological  opinions  and  eccle- 
siastical polity  have  gone  on  to  produce,  ^is  you  have  seen,  a 
sad  state  of  our  church  affidrs.  The  proceedings  of  the  late 
General  Assembly,  in  revising  to  pass  any  censure  on  Mr. 
Barnes's  Notes  on  the  Romans,  has  made  a  very  deep  im- 
pression on  the  minds  of  all  who  are  sincerely  attached  to 
the  standards  of  our  Church,  and  I  understand  that  they  are 
determined  on  a  separation.  Much  disputation  ha§  occurred 
in  the  General  Assembly,  relative  to  the  Missionary  Societies, 
with  which  our  Church  is  connected  for  carrying  on  Foreign 
Missions.  The  Assembly  of  that  year  had  agreed  to  take 
the  Western  Board  under  their  care  and  direction,  and  had 
appointed  a  committee  with  powers  to  consummate  the  trans- 
fer by  a  formal  contract  with  the  Synod  of  Pittsburg.  This 
agreement  was  completed,  but  the  late  General  Assembly 
refused  to  ratify  it,  or  rather  to  carry  it  into  effect.  A  veiy 
unpleasant  state  of  things  may  therefore  be  anticipated,  in 
regard  to  Foreign  Missions,  a  subject  which  should  be,  and 
has  heretofore  been  conducted  without  any  collision.     In  my 
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opinion,  before  another  year  the  Freebyterian  Oharch  will  be 
divided  into  two,  and  perhaps  more  sections.  And  if  it  eould 
be  effected  amicably,  I  beHeve  it  would  in  present  circum- 
stances be  a  pubUc  blessing.  The  body  is  at  present  too 
large,  too  widely  extended,  and  too  heterogeneous  to  be  un- 
der one  ecclesiastical  r^imen.  Much  of  the  strength  of  the 
two  parties  is  now  expended  in  disputation  and  mutual  con- 
flict Separated,  each  would  form  a  body  sufficiently  large, 
and  might  proceed  in  the  works  of  piety  and  benevolence 
without  collision  or  mutual  interference.  But  there  are 
many  obstacles  in  the  way  of  a  peacef^ble  separation.  The 
G^eral  Assembly  has  two  corporate  bodies  under  its  control, 
which  hold  large  funds,  subject  to  the  appropriation  of  this 
body.  To  whom  should  these  belong,  or  how  could  they  be 
divided  ?  Our  Seminary,  with  its  professorships  and  scholar- 
ships, is  the  property  of  the  General  Assembly  ;  what  would 
be  done  with  this  institution  ?  In  many  cases  the  people 
are  divided,  so  that  a  division  would  weaken  or  break  up  con- 
gregations ;  new  churches  must  be  built  where  those  existing 
are  sufficient  for  the  people.  And  perhaps  the  greatest  dif- 
ficulty will  be,  that  between  the  two  contending  parties 
there  is  a  lai^  neutral  body  which  will  be  at  a  loss  which 
way  to  go.  Fray  for  us — ^but  your  exhortations  will  avail 
nothing  I 

"  The  Theological  Seminary,  in  which  I  suppose  you  still 
feel  some  interest,  continues,  by  the  blessing  of  the  Great 
Head  of  the  Church,  to  prosper.  Our  last  catalogue  con- 
tains the  names  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  students. — We 
have  had  little  division  or  conteiltion,  and  it  has  been  our 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


fl2Q  0OBBS8PONDKN0S. 

object  to  disootuage  the  agitation  of  sabjecte  among  tbe  rta- 
d^its  which  have  a  tendency  to  enkindle  animosities.  Two 
new  professors  were  elected  by  the  General  Assembly  of  last 
year.  The  Rev.  John  Breckinridge,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Pas- 
toral Theology,  and  J.  Addison  Alexander,  Professor  of 
Oriental  Literature.  The  former  has  been  inaogorated  ;  the 
latter  has  not  accepted  his  appointment,  thongh  he  performs 
the  duties. — The  Presbyterian  Chorch  in  this  place  was 
bnmed  one  year  ago.  The  congr^ation  have  worshipped  in 
our  chapel,  a  beautiful  new  building,  but  too  small  [for  sodi 
a  purpose.] — ^I  hope  that  God  prospers  your  missionary  labour. 
Much  of  the  useftilness  of  a  missionary  depends  <m  ihe  oon- 
stancy  and  fervour  of  his  piety ;  and  I  suppose  it  is  found  as 
difficult  to  keep  alive  the  flame  of  genuine  devotion  in  a  £nv 
eign  mission  as  at  home.  The  effects  of  coldness,  declension, 
and  a  secular  spirit,  are  more  deplorable  in  a  foreign  mission- 
ary than  at  home.  It  may  not  be  amiss  therefore  for  one  who 
has  nearly  run  his  race  on  earth  to  exhort  and  beseech  yon 
and  your  beloved  companion  to  Uve  lives  of  faith  in  the  Son 
of  God  ;  to  do  the  work  of  the  Lord  as  foithful  stewards ;  to 
exert  every  faculty  and  employ  every  talent  in  advancii^  the 
kingdom  of  the  Bedeemer.  Work  while  the  day  lasts.  The 
night  Cometh  apace.  Remember  that  the  life  of  a  missionary 
is  short.  Keep  the  judgment  daily  in  view,  and  labour  to 
win  many  of  the  heathen  to  Jesus  Christ.    May  God  bless 

you  and  keep  you  fiom  evil  1 

"A.  A." 

The  following  extract  may  be  cheering  to  such  as  axe 
engaged  in  the  work  of  education.     The  persons  mentionedf 
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whose  names  are  suj^ressed,  have  since  risen  to  plaoes  of 
great  honour  in  the  Church. 

DB.  ALEXANDER  TO  JAMBS  W.  ALEXAKDEB. 

"Pbingeion,  Jfay  6th,  1888. 

"My  Dear  Son:— 

^^  The  bearer  of  this,  whose  name  is  ....  is  rather  an  ex- 
traordinary youth.  He  is  purely  orthodox,  and  has  a  clear- 
ness and  definiteness  of  conception  in  theological  matters, 
which  is  very  rare.  We  have  one  other  in  the  same  class, 
who  is  perhaps  superior  to  him  as  a  theologian.  I  think  he 
is  the  most  accurate  theologian,  of  a  young  man,  that  I  have 
ever  seen.  And  these  two  young  men  are  the  most  modest 
and  respectftd  in  the  house.  I  have  thought  that  it  was 
worth  while  to  educate  a  hundred,  in  order  to  obtain  two 
such  tnen.'' 

The  next  letter  is  upon  a  subject  which  always  lay  near 
his  heart,  and  in  regard  to  which  he  had  some  special  fiMali* 
ties  for  forming  a  judgment, 

DR.   ALEXANDER  TO  THE  REV.  WILLIAM   S.   PLUMER. 

"Pbingkton,  June  10,  1880. 

^'Bev.  and  Dear  Sir  : — 

^'  Tour  letter  came  to  hand  just  as  our  examination  had 
commenced,  which  prevented  an  immediate  answer,  and 
ever  since  I  have  been  in  Philadelphia,  or  away  from  home 
in  some  other  place.  The  subject  on  which  you  ask  advice 
is  both  delicate  and  difficult ;  and  for  one  so  &r  ofiT,  it  is 
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impossible  to  judge  coirectly  on  the  course  most  proper  to  be 
pursued  by  a  person  situated  as  you  are.  It  seems  to  me, 
however,  that  when  Providence  has  cast  the  lot  of  one  of  his 
servants  in  the  country  of  slavery,  he  ought  not  to  abandon 
it  on  account  of  prospective  evils,  the  existence  of  which  is 
only  conjectural ;  or,  if  certain,  which  would  not  be  greater 
than  evils  of  another  kind,  which  must  be  encountered,  let  a 
man  go  where  he  will.  It  is  now  becoming  more  and  more 
a  subject  of  consideration  with  our  zealous  young  men  h^e 
whether  duty  does  not  call  some  of  them  to  make  every 
sacrifice  of  personal  comfort,  and  to  devote  themselves  to 
the  instruction  of  the  slaves.  Surely  they  ought  not  to  be 
abandoned  to  ignorance  and  vice,  without  an  effort  to  rescue 
them  from  ruin  ;  but  if  ministers  will  flee  from  their  work 
in  the  southern  States,  simply  because  of  the  existence  of 
slavery,  how  can  it  be  hoped  that  others,  knowing  such  fticts, 
will  venture  into  such  regions  ?  My  opinion,  therefore,  is, 
that  as  you  have  formed  a  permanent  connection  in  that 
country,  and  have  become  a  slaveholder,  you  ought  to  re- 
main, and  endeavour  by  all  lawful  means  to  extend  the 
blessing  of  salvation  to  that  degraded  people.  And  if  yon 
wish  for  my  opinion  as  to  how  you  may  best  promote  the 
welfare  of  those  whom  Providence  has  committed  to  your 
care,  and  tpr  whom  you  must  give  account,  I  would  say, 
that  you  can  best  promote  their  happiness  by  keeping  them 
in  your  possession,  and  instructing  them  in  the*  Christian 
religion.  No  one  can  prevent  your  instnicting  them  in  the 
great  truths  of  religion ;  and  even  if  the  laws  should  become 
so  rigid  as  to  forbid  their  being  taught  to  read,  this  will 
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render  the  use  of  oral  instmction  &r  more  important.  And 
all  experience  teaches  me,  that  the  living  voice  is  the  proper 
medium  of  instructing  the  ignorant.  Those  persons  who 
learn  to  read  imperfectly  derive  very  little  benefit  firom  the 
art;  a  few  sentences,  pronounced  viva  voce-y  sink  more 
deeply  into  their  hearts  than  many  pages  speUed  aver  with 
great  difficulty. 

^'  As  to  bringing  the  unhappy  creatures  to  the  northern 
States,  it  has  been  demonstrated  by  experience  that  it  is,  in 
general,  ruinous. — ^My  advice  then  is,  that  you  remain  at 
B.,  if  the  people  wish  it,  and  lay  yourself  out  to  do  all  the 
good  you  can  to  black  and  white ;  and  if  you  cannot  operate 
in  one  way,  you  will  be  able  to  do  good  in  another.  Be- 
member,  however,  that  Hhe  husbandman  hath  long  pa- 
tience,' after  he  has  sowed  the  seed.  Do  not  expect  to 
effect  much  by  storm,  but  understand  that  moral  improve- 
ment is  always  gradual,  and  very  commonly  imperceptible 
from  day  to  day.  Labour  assiduously,  and  trust  in  Gtoi  for 
the  fruit,  although  every  body  around  should  be  lamenting 
that  nothing  is  done.  It  is  too  much  the  error  of  the  day, 
and  especially  of  the  South,  to  aim  at  unnecessary  excite- 
ment ;  to  push  things  to  an  extreme  from  which  they  must 
speedily  return ;  and  then,  like  an  elastic  cord,  will  spring 
nearly  as  £str  beyond  the  mark  6n  the  opposite  side.  Ob- 
serve, I  do  not  say  it  is  imlawful  to  leave  the  South,  in  any 
circumstances.  I  only  mean  to  say  that  the  reasons  whidi 
you  mention  are  not  the  ones  which  should  induce  you  to 
take  that  step.  If  Providence  needs  you  more  elsewhere 
the  door  will  be  set  wide  open,  and  your  call  dear.    As  to 
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place,  when  daty  callfl  yon  will  find  the  right  one.  Bewaio 
of  disconragement.  It  cuts  the  nerves  of  eflbrt— of  steady 
persevering  effort— completely.  The  news  from  the  Gteneml 
Assembly  you  will  receive  from  others ;  and  I  have  nothing 
interesting  to  commnnicate  from  this  place.  It  is  now  vaca- 
tion, and  we  are  for  a  while  in  sditnde. 

"  Yours  affectionately, 

"A.  A.** 

DB.   ALBXANDBB  TO  THE   SAME. 

"PWNOWOK,  My  1,  1SS4. 

"Deab  Sib:— 

"  I  have  received  your  two  letters,  which  came  to  hand 
the  same  day,  one  dated  May  27,  the  other  June  10.  In 
regard  to  historical  fiicts  I  will  keep  the  subject  in  mind, 
and  set  down  such  fragments  of  knowledge  as  I  hava  Dates 
will  be  defective ;  but  &ct8  may  be  of  use  without  precifle 
dates. 

^^  As  to  the  instruction  of  the  coloured  people,  as  the 
blacks  are  called  in  this  country,  I  know  nothing  of  impoi^ 
tance.  The  Bev.  John  Mines,  some  years  since,  prepared  a 
catechism  for  their  instruction,  which  I  revised  in  manu- 
script. It  was  printed,  but  never  came  into  use.  It  was 
intended  to  be  used  by  the  catechist  in  the  instruction  of 
such  as  were  unable  to  read.  Dr.  Palmer,  of  Ohaileeton, 
published  one  somewhat  similar,  accompanied  with  prayers, 
a  copy  of  which  1  have.  Some  years  ago,  I  delivered  a  has- 
tily written  discourse  to  the  Society  for  promoting  religkm 
among  the  Ciobuied  Population.    That  discourse  is  som^ 
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where  among  mj  papeis ;  what  it  containB  I  know  not ;  but 
if  you  wish  to  have  it,  I  will  look  it  up  and  send  it  to  you. 

"  The  early  Presbyterian  ministers  in  Old  Virginia  were 
&r  more  attentive  to  the  instruction  of  the  blacks  than  their 
immediate  successors.  I  have  had  under  my  pastoral  care  a 
number  of  Mr.  Davies's  converts,  particularly  Will  and  Ned, 
brothers,  who  belonged  to  CoL  Thomas  Read  of  Charlotte, 
and  were  emiiient  for  piety.  Both  were  natives  of  Africa. 
They  were  brought  over  when  boys,  and  were  taught  to  read 
by  Mr.  Davies,  or  some  one  under  his  direction.  Will  ad- 
hered to  the  Presbyterian  Church  while  I  remained  in  Vir- 
ginia, but  Ned  went  over  to  the  Baptists  and  became  a 
preacher.  They  were  both  very  aged  when  I  last  saw  them. 
Old  Harry,  who  belonged  to  Ben  Allen,  in  Cumberland,  was 
one  of  the  most  fervently  devout  men  I  ever  met  with.  He 
also  could  read,  and  had  a  Bible  which  had  been  given  him 
by  Mr.  Davies  ;  but  having  come  to  the  country  after  he 
was  grown  to  be  a  man,  he  spoke  our  language  in  so  broken 
a  manner  that  I  could  not  understand  much  of  what  he  said ; 
but  his  soul  appeared  to  be  all  on  fire  with  love  to  Jesus 
Christ.  One  of  the  most  fervent  spirits  I  ever  knew  was  old 
Molly,  who  once  belonged  to  Dr.  John  Blaur  Smith.  At  public 
worship  she  could  not  restrain  the  expression  of  her  feelings. 
As  her  noise  disturbed  the  congregation,  he  expostulated 
much  with  her,  but  all  in  vain.  When  I  lived  at  Hampden 
Sidney,  she  belonged,  I  think,  to  Martin  Sadler. 

"The  Presbyterian  preacher  who  laboured  more  than 
any  other  among  the  blacks,  and  with  more  success,  was  the 
Bev.  Bobert  Henry,  of  Charlotte.     He  was  the  pastor  of 
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OnbC^eekandBiwyjandwas  ayerysingolarman.  Though 
a  graduate  of  Nassau  Hall,  he  was  a  rough,  uncultivated 
Scotchman,  who  so  blundered  in  preaching  that  he  often 
placed  himself  in  a  very  awkward  attitude.  Old  Father 
Patillo,  upon  being  asked  in  my  presence  about  Robert 
Henry,  said,  '  He  had  as  much  grace  as  would  serve  t?ro 
men,  but  not  half  enough  for  himself'  He  delighted  in 
preaching  to  the  negroes,  and  as  the  fruit  of  his  labours,  had 
nearly  a  hundred  communicants  at  Cub  Greek  alone.  When 
I  commenced  my  ministry  there,  the  number  was  above  sev- 
enty. Twenty-five  communicants^  and  several  of  them  dis- 
tinguished for  piety,  belonged  to  Mrs.  Coles,  on  Staunton 
River  ;  and  this  lady,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  [Paul]  Carrington, 
of  Sylvan  Hill,  though  not  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  testified  to  the  good  effects  of  religion  upon  her  ser- 
vants. Almost  all  her  house-servants  were  members  of  the 
Church,  and  one  man  was  constituted  by  the  session  an  over- 
seer of  the  coloured  communicants.  It  was  a  lovely  sight  to 
see  these  seventy  blacks  surrounding  the  table  of  the  Lord. 
I  see  the  pious  and  humble  labours  of  this  servant  of  Qoi 
are  now  likely  to  be  overlooked  and  forgotten.  The  trumpets 
for  sounding  the  praises  of  men  were  not  used  in  his  day. 
The  existence  of  this  body  of  black  communicants,  and  the 
great  number  of  other  blacks  who  attended  at  Cub  Creek, 
induced  Dr.  [John  H.]  Rice,  when  a  pastor  of  this  church, 
to  apply  for  a  commission  to  labour  for  a  part  of  his  time 
among  them. 

"  Old  Mr,  Mitchell,  if  Ins  memory  is  not  gone,  can  ftur- 
nish  you  with  &cts  which  no  living  man  beside  can.     He  can 
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tell  yoa  of  the  labours  of  his  father-in-law,  the  Bev.  David 
Bice,  and  of  his  coUeague  the  Rev.  James  Turner,  both  of 
whom,  I  think,  preached  often  to  the  blacks. — [In  later 
times]  I  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  multitudes  would  walk 
ten  miles  to  hear  a  black  man  who  could  not  read  a  word, 
[in  preference]  to  going  to  hear  the  best  sermons  within  a 
few  miles.  And  when  we  made  appointments  to  preach  to 
them  alone,  which  was  often  done,  their  habit  of  indulging 
their  feelings,  bj  shouting,  and  their  desire  to  have  such  feel- 
ings roused,  presented  an  effectual  bar  to  regular  instruction. 
This  they  thought  was  religion,  and  the  way  to  glorify  God. 
Still  much  more  might  have  been  done  [by  later  ministers.] 
When  I  left  the  State,  upon  a  retrospect  of  my  ministry,  I 
deeply  regretted  that  I  had  not  laboured  more  for  the  in- 
struction of  these  people  ;  and  I  wrote  to  my  fnend,  the 
Bev.  Matthew  Lyle,  an  earnest  exhortation  to  attempt  more 
in  this  way. — ^We  had  no  difficulty  from  the  government, 
when  I  resided  in  Virginia  ;  but  events  occurred  soon  afler, 
which  induced  the  legislature  to  enact  stricter  laws,  and 
which  caused  the  people  to  be  more  jealous.  In  the  Valley, 
when  I  was  a  boy,  the  number  of  blacks  was  very  smalL  A 
few  wealthy  fiunilies  only  possessed  slaves.  Ministers  there 
bad  therefore  little  to  do  with  this  subject. 

^^  I  remain,  respectftdly  and  affectionately,  yours,  &c, 

"A.  A.'' 

The  scheme  of  Foreign  Missions  under  the  care  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  originated  in  the  West,  and  became  a 
fruitful  cause  of  contention  in  the  General  Assembly.    The 
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work  which  is  now  perfcH^ined  by  our  Board  of  Foreign  MIb- 
sionfl  was  begun  by  the  Western  Missionary  Society.  While 
many  continued  to  harbour  doubts,  Dr.  Alexander  fully  be- 
lieved that  such  enlaiged  operations  as  we  have  since  seoi 
realized,  were  justly  to  be  expected.  He  therefore  wrote 
to  a  confidential  friend,  concerning  the  Church  enterprise : 
'^  The  reason  for  encouraging  its  institution,  in  most  con- 
cerned, was  to  bring  out  resources  from  parts  of  the  Church 
which  were  perfectly  dormant.  Thus  far,  it  has  succeeded 
beyond  expectation.  The  Philadelphia  Synod  will  be  the  prin- 
cipal dependence  on  this  side  of  the  mountains. — New- York 
city  furnishes  the  richest  field  for  all  pecuniary  operations."^ 
He  was  always  a  zealous  advocate  for  the  work  of  For- 
eign Missions,  and  was  accustomed  to  indulge  liberal  and 
smguine  expectations  at  times  when  many  good  men  were 
ready  to  be  appalled.  His  interest  in  the  work  was  aug- 
mented and  enlightened  by  '^  that  minute  and  unapproach- 
able topographical  knowledge"  (we  use  th?  words  of  the  Bev. 
Dr.  Davidson),  "  which  no  other  man  possessed,  and  of  which 
nothing  in  print,  or  to  be  put  in  print,  can  give  an  adequate 
idea."  He  followed  with  anxious  inquiry  those  students  who 
became  foreign  missionaries,  and  maintained  a  lively  inter- 
course with  some  of  them.  His  ocnrespondence  with  Mr. 
Whiting  of  the  Sjrrian  Mission,  and  Dr.  Armstrong  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  would  add  to  the  value  of  our  woik,  if  it 
could  be  recovered.  At  the  monthly  prayer-meetings  held 
in  the  Seminary  for  the  .spread  of  the  Grospel,  he  oflen 
poured  out  his  stores  of  information  on  these  subject-s  ;  and 

*  Letter  to  the  Rev.  Henry  R.  Wee^  BCareh  9,  ISSfi. 
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fer  a  time  he  delivered  a  Beries  of  weekly  lectures,  in  the 
eyexung,  in  the  chapel  of  the  Institution. 

We  shall  next  make  copious  extracts  from  a  commnni- 
cation  on  a  subject  of  great  delicacy  and  importance  ;  it  is 
that  of  supposed  early  conversions : 

"  I  was  not  aware,"  he  writes  to  a  friend,  "  until  your 
letter  put  me  on  the  inquiry,  how  barren  my  memory  is  of 
&cts  concerning  early  piety;  I  mean  such  as  have  fallen 
imder  my  own  observation.  In  books,  you  can  find  many 
cases,  but — strange  as  it  may  seem,  and  it  is  as  discouraging 
as  strange — ^I  cannot  remember  one  solitary  instance  of  de- 
cided piety  in  childhood,  where  the  child  lived  to  adult  age 
to  prove  the  genuineness  of  the  change.  And  I  do  not  here 
confine  myself  to  the  earliest  stages  of  childhood,  but  include 
the  whole  period  under  twelve  years  of  age.  I  will  correct 
what  I  have  said,  by  mentionii^  a  case  which  just  now  oc- 
curs to  my  memory.  The  Bev.  Mr.  Bobinson,  pastor  of  the 
Cove,  Albemarle,  Ya.,  had  a  little  son,  who  at  the  age  of  six 
or  seven  years  gave  evidence  of  experiAiental  religion.  I 
never  conversed  with  the  child,  but  heard  of  him  from  many, 
and  was  well  acquainted  with  his  &ther,  who  on  one  occasion 
took  the  child  over  the  mountain  to  the  Synod,  with  the  view 
oi  conversing  with  the  ministers,  that  he  might  receive  ad- 
vice about  admitting  him  to  the  Lord's  table.  On  some 
account,  I  was  not  at  that  meeting,  but  heard  of  the  &ct 
firom  those  who  were  there.  Whether  he  was  then  admitted, 
I  cannot  be  sure ;  but  if  not,  it  was  soon  afterwards.  Thie 
young  man  you  must  have  known  wh^i  you  lived  in  Lex- 
ington. I  think  he  was  graduated  at  Washington  College. 
84 
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He  died  of  a  fever^  at  the  Unioa  Seminaiy,  soon  aftur  1m 
was  licensed,  and  I  have  understood  always  gave  good  evi- 
dence of  piety,  living  and  dying. 

^^  I  have,  however,  seen  many  beantiful  and  hop^hl  hlo0» 
soms,  which  were  never  followed  by  matiu^  fruit.  A.  B. 
was  the  daughter  of  an  excellent  man  in  Berkdey  (now  Jef- 
ferson) County,  and  the  granddaughter  of  one  still  moie 
eminent  for  piety — one  of  the  frnits  of  the  ministry  of  ^  One- 
eyed  Bobinson,'  the  first  apostle  of  Virginia,  though  now 
remembered  there  no  longer.  This  little  girl,  in  1791,  was 
about  eight  years  of  age.  She  was  intelligent,  grave,  modest, 
very  conscientious,  loved  to  hear  sermons,  was  ready  to  con- 
verse on  religion,  and  seemed  to  have  a  warm  affiootion 
towards  Christian  people.  I  was  much  at  the  house,  as  I 
made  it  one  of  my  homes,  the  first  winter  after  being 
licensed.  I  never  saw  any  thing  in  this  child  but  what 
was  indicative  of  pure  and  elevated  piety.  She  was  almost 
entirely  exempt  even  from  childish  levity,  and,  as  her 
mother  told  me,  was  consistent  in  private  devotion.  I  did 
not  entertain  a  doubt  of  her  being  a  regenerated  person. 
But,  as  I  have  been  informed^  for  I  saw  her  no  mora,  as  she 
grew  up  all  her  religious  feelings  wore  ofi*,  and  she  became  as 
gay  and  careless  as  other  young  ladies  of  her  own  age. 
Whether  she  is  now  living,  or  what  was  the  course  of  her 
after  life,  I  know  not. 

"  C.  D.,  a  boy  of  thirteen  or  fourteen,  attracted  universal 
notice  by  the  apparent  fervency  of  his  pious  feelings.  His 
prayers  in  public  have  melted  large  c(mgregatiOkis  into  tears, 
and  none  doubted  the  genuineness  of  his  piety.    But  wbffli 
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copcNwd  to  the  oompany  of  irreligioiu  oompanioiui  at  ooUage, 
lie  became  entiidy  caidefls ;  and  if  not  sk^vtioal,  has  li^ed 
a&r  £rom  Ood  until  this  day,  thoo^  a  man  of  talents  and 
diaraeter,  and  high  standing  in  the  world.  He  was  of  my 
own  age,  and  when  I  was  caieless,  he  fiuthfhlly  and  tendedy 
addiesaed  me  on  the  sulgect  of  idigion,  and  not  without 
some  i^pesent  efifeot.  He  said  to  me  then,  however,  ^The 
pious  are  deoeiyed  about  me ;  I  have  never  experienced  a 
saving  change,  and  I  have  withdrawn  from  the  Lord's  taUe/ 
Some  yeaiis  afterwards,  I  met  him,  in  company  with  some  of 
the  prQ&neet  young  men  I  ever  saw ;  though  out  of  his 
mouth  I  never  heaid  a  pro&ne  expression.  I  felt  that  I 
owed  him  a  debt,  and  having  then  more  zeal  than  now,  I 
waited  for  an  opportunity  to  speak  with  him.  He  candidly 
confessed,  that  aU  bis  religious  impressions  were  gone ;  that 
his  views  oi  religion  were  greatly  changed,  and  that  when 
he  was  the  subject  of  these,  he  was  misled  by  a  set  of 
enthusiastic  preachers,  in  whose  opinions  he  now  had  no 
eoi^ence. 

'^  E.  F.  was  another,  who  about  the  same  age  gave  pleas* 
ing  evidence  of  having  received  a  new  heart.  Old  Christians 
would  smile  and  weep  when  they  heard  him  converse  or  pray. 
It  was  a  revival  season,  and  he  was  much  noticed  and  ca- 
ressed, and  after  a  while  evidently  became  vain.  He  fell  in 
love  a^  with  a  lady  much  older  than  himself,  and  appeared 
like  one  almost  distracted.  He  turned  ^m  religion  some^ 
wbat  suddenly,,  and  became  one  of  the  most  profime  men  in 
&e  land.    His  after  histoiy  is  unknown  to  me. 

"  Q*.  H.  was  an  obscure  apprentice  to  a  tanner.    He  was 
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men  attending  piay^-meetingi,  and  one  wet  eTening,  wliea 
the  good  simple  old  man  who  conducted  the  meeting  found 
none  to  aid  him  in  the  prayers^  he  asked  this  hoy  if  he  would 
not  pray.  The  youth  consented,  and  the  peofde  who  were 
present  reported  that  no  minister  could  make  a  better 
prayer.  He  was  thenceforward  called  out,  upon  all  occasions. 
Even  in  church,  the  minister  after  sermon  would  call  on  G. 
H.  to  pray,  and  all  wondered  how  this  boy,  who  had  nothing 
but  the  most  commcm  education  in  the  world,  could  excd 
the  most  learned  and  eloquent  ministers  in  piftyer ;  and  some 
good  people  would  rather  hear  G.  H.  pray,  than  listen  to  the 
best  sermon.  After  some  time,  however,  there  was  a  mani- 
fest change.  The  style  of  his  prayers  became  more  artificial 
and  elaborate,  and  there  was  an  observable  straining  after 
striking  expressions.  But  it  was  resolved  that  he  should  be 
a  preacher. — Qod  had  determined  otherwise ;  for  though  he 
was  sent  to  school  and  afterwards  to  college,  the  Presbytery 
would  not  receive  him  when  he  oJBfered  himself  as  a  candi- 
date ;  his  vanity  and  arrogance  had  become  so  manifest  and 
insupportable.  He  was  mortified  and  grievously  offisnded, 
and  immediately  engaged  in  the  study  of  the  law.  His 
course  was  downward,  and  his  end  hopeless.  Man  lodceth 
on  the  outward  appearance,  but  God  judgeth  the  heart. 
Gifts  are  no  sign  of  grace. 

'^My  old  teacher,  the  Bev.  William  Graham,  had  no 
confidence  in  any  appearances  of  early  piety.  He  sud  they 
were  seldom  permanent.  But  read  the  account  of  Mrs.  Ed- 
wards, wife  of  Preddent  Edwards.  Did  any  one  ever  give 
better  evidence  of  religion  pure  and  undefiled  ?    Look  at  a 
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great  many  other  caaes,  in  Janeway's  Token  for  Children, 
Ac.  I  have  taken  up  an  opinion,  that  all  religions  imprea- 
sionB  made  by  truth  are  salutary,  even  if  conversion  does  not 
immediately  follow.  The  fruits  in  a  revival  are  commonly 
from  seed  sown  long  before.  This  in  the  spiritual  world  is 
predsely  analogous  to  the  harvest  in  the  natural  world.  But 
to  the  query,  what  ought  to  be  done.  God  has  promised  to 
ordain  strength  out  of  the  mouths  of  babes  and  sucklings. 
It  is  unbelief  to  deny  that  the  grace  of  Qod  can  reach  chil- 
dren. Why  so  few  are  converted  in  that  age,  we  do  not 
know.  Old  Dr.  Hopkins  believed  and  taught,  that  Ood  has 
ocmditionally  promised  the  salvation  of  baptized  children,  to 
parents  in  tiie  baptismal  covenant.  (See  his  system  of  Di- 
vinity.) But  even  if  this  were  true,  it  does  not  follow  that 
ihey  shall  all  be  brought  in  while  children.  Mr.  Richard 
Baxter,  in  his  Dispute  with  Tombes,  says  that  the  time  will 
jsobably  come,  when  there  will  be  but  few  conversions  within 
the  pale  of  the  church  by  the  pubUc  preaching  of  the  Word, 
as  children  will  be  pious  under  parental  culture,  before  they 
ean  attend  with  profit  on  the  ministry  of  the  Word.  Do 
yon  ask  what  should  be  done  for  children  ?  Persuade  parents 
to  do  their  duty ;  to  luring  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  ad- 
monition of  the  Lord.  But  I  have  a  &vourite  notion,  that 
this  is  a  rich  uncultivated  missionary  field.  There  should 
be  a  class  of  preachers  for  children  alone.  If  I  were  a 
young  man,  I  would,  Qod  wiUing,  choose  that  field.  Twen- 
ty-fi;ve  years  ago,  a  little  man  by  the  name  of  Bobert  May, 
came  to  Philadelphia,  firom  the  London  Missionary  Society, 
<m  his-way  to  Hindostan ;  for  the  European  war  rendered  it 
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safest  to  come  here  and  go  in  an  American  vessel  He  aad 
his  wi£Bf  were  I  think  the  most  diminutive  couple  I  ever  saw 
matched,  and  they  were  childHke  in  their  feelings  of  vivacity 
and  versatility.  Mr.  May  never  entered  a  house  widioat 
inquiring  fer  the  children  ;  and  his  manners  were  so  puerile 
and  affectionate,  that  they  would  soon  cluster  around  fann, 
and  damher  on  his  knee,  or  ding  to  his  skirts.  In  &ct  he 
conversed  very  little  with  grown  people.  He  was  not  in  his 
dement  with  such,  while  with  children  he  was  all  alive,  fidl 
ol  anecdote  and  pleasantry ;  but  every  story  had  a  good  aidy 
and  the  winding  up  would  make  them  fed  serious  and  often 
weep  after  all  their  mirth.  On  Saturday  aftenKxai,  when 
the  schools  were  not  in  session,  he  wouU  preadi  or  lectoxe 
to  them,  and  sometimes  a  thoosand  would  attend.  A  small 
volume  of  these  lectures  was  printed.  This  dear  little  man 
remained  several  months  in  Philaddphia,  before  he  met  inA 
a  passage.  In  India,  at  a  place  called  Chinsurah  [in  Bengal, 
eighteen  miles  north  of  Calcutta],  he  commenced  his  opera- 
tions among  heathen  chfldren ;  and  when  he  was  called 
home,  which  was  about  tiiree  years  after  his  arrival  theie,'he 
had  twenty-five  schools  under  his  care.  Look  into  the  Be- 
ports  of  the  London  Missionary  Society,  or  the  Evangelioal 
Magazine,  for  some  account  of  him. 

^^Our  comm<m  preaching  does  the  childien  no  manner  of 
good.  I  am  doubtiul  whether  the  custom  of  taking  and 
confining  them  during  the  service  is  not  injurious^  But 
pass  this ;  sermons  suited  to  children  can  be  preadied.  I 
have  tried  it  over  and  over,  and  I  never  had  an  audience 
more  attentive,  or  who  better  understood  my  meanii^.    I 
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oft«a  go  now,  and  deliver  addreeses  to  them  at  Snndayrflctiool 
«nniveiBariefl  ;  and  to  keep  up  and  enliven  attention  I  com- 
monly stop  and  ask  them  qnestions,  which  I  expect  them  to 
answer.  They  seldom  refuse  to  speak,  and  their  answers 
give  opportunity  for  further  explanation.  I  delight  in  such 
discourses,  and  if  I  had  health  and  leisure  would  have  one 
every  week.  Perhaps  I  shall,  as  it  is.  But  I  am  constrained 
to  remark,  that  the  talent  of  preaching  to  children  is  of  all 
other  preaching  talents  the  most  rare.  A  brother  who  has 
better  preaching  talents  than  myself,  and  more  piety,  when 
he  speaks  to  the  children  reads  them  a  discourse  from  a 
paper,  so  composed  as  to  be  fit  for  the  press ;  but  while  it  is 
in  the  course  of  delivery,  almost  every  one  is  vacant  or  wan- 
dering. I.  J.  K.  has  a  great  bve  for  children,  and  has 
devoted  himself  to  the  Sunday-School  cause,  and  thinks  he 
has  the  talent  of  addressing  them.  I  went  to  hear  him, 
and  of  all  the  a£fected,  vulgar,  quaint,  ill-adapted  discourses, 
this  exceeded.  The  more  sensiUe  children  laughed  in  his 
&ce.  L.  M.,  once  a  student  here,  oflen  undertook  to  address 
children.  His  method  was  to  entertain  them  with  figurative 
and  exaggerated  stories.  Sometimes  he  terrified  the  little 
urchins  almost  into  fits.  One  of  my  children  was  present  at 
his  meeting  when  a  thimder  storm  of  some  violence  arose  ; 
to  increase  the  terror  he  blew  out  the  candles  and  intimated 
that  perhaps  the  day  of  judgment  was  come.  Another  dear 
old  brother  screams  at  the  top  of  an  astounding  voice,  and 
they  gaze  in  stupid  wonder.  Too  much  noise  drives  away 
thought.  No  man  can  have  any  variety  of  ideas,  nor  any 
connected  train,  beneath  the  deafening  roar  of  a  cataract. 
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I  thought  at  fint  that  the  sea  ehoie  would  be  an  ezoeUeEBt 
place  for  meditation ;  bat  the  ocean-war  droye  away  eveiy 
thii^  bat  the  one  anifonn  somlnre  emotion.  Ton  peroeive 
by  my  egotism  and  digressions  that  I  am  growing  old.''  ^ 

The  letters  just  cited  illustrate  a  disposition  of  Dr. 
Alexander  to  draw  largely  on  his  own  early  obeerraticmy  and 
this  was  still  more  strikingly  exemplified  in  his  ordinary  dis- 
course. The  same  will  appear  in  a  paiagraidi  which  we 
refer  to  this  period,  and  which  undoubtedly  refers  to  the  late 
Dr.  Livingston,  of  New  Brunswick,  for  whom  he  entertained 
an  unusual  veneration. 

^^  Another  divine,  who  belonged  to  a  different  den(»ninar 
tion,  and  left  the  world  a  few  years  ago,  seemed  to  me  to  be 
eminent  in  piety.  Religion  appeared  uppermost  in  his  mind 
at  home  and  abroad.  I  beUeve  he  was  seldom  in  company 
with  any  one  without  saying  something  about  the  worth  of 
the  soul,  or  the  excellencies  of  the  Saviour.  When  he  en* 
tered  any  house,  he  seldom  sat  many  minutes  without  intro- 
ducing some  discourse  respecting  divine  things,  and  this  not 
in  a  stiff  formal  manner,  but  affectionately  and  eamesdy. 
He  was  fond  of  conversing  on  experimental  religion,  and 
freely  communicated  many  interesting  particulars  concerning 
the  exercises  of  his  own  mind,  and  the  various  trials  and 
conflicts  which  he  had  experienced  in  his  reUgious  progress. 
He  mentioned,  that  when  a  young  man  he  had  long  laboured 
under  distress  of  mind,  which  was  not  removed  until  he 
heard  Whitefield  preach ;  when  a  single  text  repeated  by  the 
speaker  seemed  directed  to  him  individually,  and  all  his 

*  Lfttter  to  the  Rev.  WillUm  &  Plainer,  Febnuury  2%  liS4. 
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^ffkneiB  WEB  lemoYed.  He  had  muoh  confidence  in  the 
poweifiil  application  of  particular  texts  or  promises  to  the 
mind ;  believing  that  the  Spirit  directed  them  to  the  heart, 
tor  the  relief  of  distressed  souls.  He  mentioned  a  particular 
▼erse,  which  had  been  thus  remarkably  brought  to  his  mind 
in  answer  to  prayer  for  some  brighter  mani£9station  of  God^s 
fEivour. 

^^  On  a  particular  occasion  I  had  occasion  to  observe  how 
he  seized  every  opportunity,  at  public  houses,  to  say  some- 
thing which  might  leave  a  good  impression.  The  keeper  of 
the  inn  himself  attended  at  dinner,  and  my  venerable  friend 
began  a  story,  addressing  himself  to  me.  The  man  presently 
went  out ;  he  paused  in  his  narrative,  and  as  I  was  surprised 
at  his  breaking  off  so  abruptly,  he  said  to  me  in  a  low  voice, 
'  I  commenced  this  story  with  a  view  of  benefiting  our  host ; 
wait  till  he  comes  in ; '  and  then  resiuned  it.  At  another 
place  where  we  stopped,  when  about  to  depart,  he  took  the 
owner  of  the  house  to  one  side  and  gave  him  a  pointed  and 
powerful  exhortation.  Wherever  he  was,  he  made  all  know 
that  there  was  one  in  company  who  feared  (rod,  and  who  was 
neither  afraid  nor  ashamed  to  acknowledge  his  dependence 
on  him.  On  crowded  steamboats,  he  would  always  publicly 
ask  a  blessing  at  meals.  His  appearance  &voured  this,  being 
truly  venerable.  He  was  a  man  of  large  fi^me,  and  wore  a 
flowing  white  w^.  His  heart  seemed  to  be  always  overflow- 
ing with  kind  affections.  Most  of  the  middle-aged  ministers 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  studied  under  his  direction, 
and  revere  his  memory." 

Among  other  tokens  of  advancing  life.  Dr.  Alexander 
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was  warned  by  the  removal  of  seyeraleaifyfiieiidfl^irlio' 
called  away  during  the  years  to  which  this  <^aptar  veAn^ 
His  friend  and  kinsman,  the  Bev.  Matthew  I^le,  had  beea 
called  away  in  1827.  We  have  already  recorded  the  death 
of  Dr.  John  H.  Bice,  for  whom  he  entertained  as  wann  a 
r^;anl  as  for  any  man  living.  He  was  not  only  a  great  man, 
but  a  man  of  great  affections.  A  Uttle  domestic  instance 
will  place  his  fiienddiip  for  Dr.  AlezMider  in  a  sf^ng  light. 
Soon  after  the  removal  of  the  latter  to  the  north,  Mr.  Bioe 
wrot^  to  him  thus :  ^^  And  l^re  let  me  make  a  request  of 
you,  which  I  have  often  thought  of  nuking  before.  I  do  it 
seriously,  and  in  the  spirit  of  a  friendship  which  I  am  assured 
will  last  while  life  lasts.  If  it  should  please  the  All-wise 
Disposer  of  events  to  remove  you  from  your  family  hefyre 
they  are  educated  and  settled  in  the  world,  and  I  Aould  be 
spared,  it  is  my  most  earnest  wish  that  you  wouH  leave  to 
me  that  one  -of  your'  children  to  whom  .]K>tr  may  judge  that 
it  would  be  most  advantageous.  Het  shaU  in  sueh  case  be 
to  me  a  child,  and  I  to  him  as  a  father.  I  hope  that  yon 
will  excuse  me  for  making  such  a  request,  and  that  it  m«qr 
not  be  forgotten."*  And  after  the  lapse  of  twenty  years,  he 
resumes  the  subject :  ^^  I  owe  you  more  than  I  do  any  other 
man  in  existence.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  do  any  tMs^  for 
you  personally ;  but  should  the  Sovereign  of  the  universe  be 
pleased  to  order  that  I  should  survive  you,  it  may  be  in  my 
power  to  act  the  part  of  an  efficient  friend  to  eome  of  your 
children."!  In  1836,  the  Rev.  Conrad  Speece,  D.  D.,  an- 
other  companion  of  his  youth,  ahready  named  in  these  pages, 

«  July  16,  1810.  t  July  21,  188a 
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iVMtfinddenfytakBiir  to  las  rest  These  and  similar 
had  aa  obvious  e&ct  upon  the  temper  of  his  mind  ;  not  M 
die  way  of  gloom,  fant  as  prodooing  an  elevated  solenmitj 
and  hahiinal  expeotation  of  the  time  when  his  own  change 
dienld  eome.  Yet  he  urged  forward  all  his  pursuits  witii 
unabated  vigour,  and  rejoieed  to  see  others  rising  up  to  via- 
dicaie  the  truth  whidi  he  bved  That  some  of  these  per- 
sons bdonged  to  other  denominations,  did  not  seem  to  di- 
minifih  his  r^ard  for  them.  When  in  1839,  Dr.  Nettkton 
spent  some  time  in  Princeton,  Dr.  Alexander  found  much 
stttasfiiction  in  observing  the  odnoidence  of  their  views  on 
the  great  and  contested  points  of  evangeUcal  theobgy.  And 
m  the  same  year,  when  the  accomplished  and  pious  Joseph 
John  Gkimey  exercised  his  pubUc  gifts  among  us,  he  took 
equal  pleasure  in  the  remarkable  approaches  which  this  good 
Quaker  made  to  the  doctrines  of  sound  fiEtitk  At  the  age 
of  sixty-seven,  no  feeling  of  religious  warmth  manifested  any 
abat^nent. 

We  suppose  that  no  one  was  ever  long  conversant  with 
Dr.  Alexander,  without  bong  astonished  at  his  turn  for  the 
particulars  of  localities,  and  his  topographical  knowledge. 
In  the  estimate  of  those  who  knew  him  most  cloitely,  this 
was  by  &r  the  most  remarkable  of  his  endowments.  It  was 
doubtless  fostered  by  his  Uving  in  boyhood  in  a  wild  ooun- 
tiy,  and  by  the  continual  and  <^ten  solitary  journeys  ci  his 
early  manhood.  However  much  he  might  seem  to  be  other* 
wise  empk^ed,  his  eye  was  alwi^  dhrected  to  the  sur£eu»  of 
ibe  countiy  and  its  natural  configuration.  To  have  traveled 
a  road  once  was  to  know  it,  with  all  its  landmarks  for  die 
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whole  of  his  life.  Wherever  he  had  wmndered,  he  kneur 
the  direction  of  all  the  Btreama,  their  rise  and  flow,  the 
chains  of  hills  or  mountains,  the  nature  of  soils,  timber 
and  crops,  and  the  ridges  which  nuuk  and  divide  the  water- 
systems.  And  he  had  the  faculty  of  extracting  the  same 
sort  of  information  from  travellers  and  others  coming  firam 
regions  which  he  had  not  visited.  It  was  a  standard  topic 
of  merriment  with  him  to  banter  his  children  upon  thek 
occasional  blunders  in  determining  the  species  of  a  forest  tree. 
As  he  began  his  eager  inquiries  on  these  subjects  when  our 
States  were  few  in  number,  he  was  able  to  add  to  his  know- 
ledge as  new  countries  were  settled  ;  so  that  we  suppose 
there  was  no  man  living  whose  acquaintance  with  the  geog- 
raphy and  topography  of  America  was  more  ext^isive  or 
exact.  In  times  when  private  modes  of  travel  were  common, 
we  have  known  him  to  draw  plans  of  journeys,  extending 
through  several  hundred  miles,  for  missionaries  leaving  home, 
with  a  note  of  distances  and  a  specification  of  every  night's 
sojourn  ;  without  the  consultation  of  book  or  map.  This 
knowledge  reached  also,  &r  beyond  what  is  ccnnmon,  to  for- 
eign countries,  and  was  perpetually  increasing  by  his  s^udj  of 
every  thing  new  in  the  shape  of  voyi^;es  and  travels.  For 
the  same  reason  he  took  a  lively  interest  in  all  that  belongs 
to  the  natural  delineation  of  the  earth,  and  in  his  later  years 
perused  with  much  zest  the  works  of  Mrs.  SomerviUe  and 
Professor  Guyot  on  Physical  Geography. 

As  connected  with  what  has  just  been  mentioned,  and  in 
some  d^ree  felling  under  the  same  feculty,  we  may  note  his 
acquaintance  with  all  the  churches  and  pastors  of  our  Pres- 
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bjteiiAn  connectioit  If  we  did  not  know  that  hundreds 
BOW  living  can  bear  witness  to  what  we  say,  we  should  be  led 
to  modify  the  strength  of  the  statement  which  we  are  about 
to  make.  The  whole  territory  of  the  Church  was  so  mapped 
out  in  his  head,  that  it  is  scarcely  too  much  to  affirm  that 
he  knew  who  was  the  pastor  of  every  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  United  States.  Notices  in  journals  and  elsewhere, 
which  made  little  impression  on  others,  seized  his  attention, 
and  seemed  to  fall  into  the  right  places  and  fill  up  the  proper 
blanks.  In  most  cases  he  knew  also  the  whole  Une  of  incum- 
bents from  the  beginning.  This  knowledge  extended  quite 
largely  to  other  branches  of  the  Church.  As  his  pupils  from 
year  to  year  spread  themselves  over  the  country,  he  followed 
them  in  their  wanderings,  and  particularly  kept  his  eye  upon 
those  who  went  to  foreign  lands.  There  was  not  a  mission- 
ary, of  either  our  own  Church  or  the  American  Board,  with 
whose  locality  he  was  not  perfectly  fiuniliar. 
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OHAPTEB  EIGHTEENTH. 
1840—1851. 

DBOLOmiro  TBABS— T7HABATED  STBENOTH  OF  MIND— OORBBSPOHDBrOK  ■» 
SPBOXmO  DBA.TH — 6TUDIE8 — ^BXTBA-OBBINABT  LABOUBS  TN  WBITDIG — 
DOOTOB  JOHN  BBBOTINBIDOB — KLAYBB  AND  SLAYBBT^-YISIT  TO  YIBONIA 
— LOSS  OF  FBIBND8 — ^FIIBLIOATIONS— AOnVITY  AND  HAFFOmS  OF  lOB 
OLD  AOB. 

FbOM  part  of  his  public  duty  he  was  now  to  be  relieved, 
in  consequence  of  the  resolution  of  the  General  AssiBni* 
bly  of  1840^  that  Dr.  Hodge  shoold  be  made  Pro&Baor  of 
Exegetical  and  Didactic  Theology,  and  that  his  own  title 
should  hereafter  be  Professor  of  Pastoral  and  Polemic 
Theolc^.  The  closing  period  of  his  life  occupies  somewhat 
more  than  ten  years,  and  begins  about  his  sixty-ninth  year. 
When  we  speak  of  him  however  as  declining,  the  word  must 
be  received  as  applicable  rather  to  body  than  to  mind.  No 
one  could  perceive  any  abatement  of  his  intellectual  vigour, 
and  in  regard  to  professional  and  literary  labour  he  never 
was  more  abundant,  dis  was  in  the  highest  sense  a  happy 
(M  age ;  and  the  remembrance  of  it  fills  his  surviving  fii^ids 
with  satis&ction  and  thankfulness. 

He  had  lived  to  see  the  institution  to  which  his  life  had 
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been  deycxted,  not  merely  estaUidied,  but  at  its  very  h^beet 
prosperity  ;  and  during  these  years  the  ntunbef  of  stodwts 
attained  its  maximum.  In  every  part  of  the  country,  and 
in  the  missione  of  other  lands,  were  men  of  piety  and  dis- 
tinction, who  looked  back  with  affectionate  veneration  to  his 
paternal  care.  With  many  of  them  he  exchanged  letters. 
Of  these  we  insert  a  specimen,  without  exact  regard  fbr  the 
Older  of  dates. 

DB.  ALEXANDSB  TO  THE   BSV.  WILLIAM  HOBNBLOWBB. 

*<FuNCETON,  Jan,  11,  1844. 

"  Mt  Dbab  Sm  :— 

^^  Yours  of  the  9th  inst.  came  to  my  hands  this  morning. 
I  am  ^ruly  gratified  that  your  visit  to  Paterson  has  so  soon 
terminated  in  a  call,  and  that  you  have  seen  your  way  clear 
to  accept  it,  without  hesitation.  I  am  weU  persuaded  that 
the  whole  thing  has  been  directed  by  the  Providence  of 
God. 

'^  I  assure  you  it  would  affi)rd  me  unfeigned  pleasure  to 
be  present  at  your  ordination,  and  to  perform  the  service  re- 
quested ;  but  my  compliance,  under  existing  circumstances, 
is  utterly  out  of  the  question.  For  some  yeiirs  I  have  been 
obliged  to  decline  preaching  in  the  evening,  on  occasions  of 
more  than  common  interest,  on  account  of  the  weakness  of 
my  nervous  system  towards  the  close  of  the  day.  When  I 
go  into  a  high  pulpit  in  the  evening  and  the  lamps  glare  on 
my  eyes,  it  is  very  difficult  for  me  to  stand  still,  and  all  com- 
posure of  mind  is  banished  for  the  time.  If  I  were  physi- 
cally aUe  to  perform  the  service,  however,  I  could  not,  with 
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propriety,  be  absent  from  the  Seminary;  tor  Dr.  Mflkr, 
though  free  from  fever,  ccmtinues  so  unwell  as  to  be  miaUe 
to  sit  up. 

^'  But  though  I  cannot  be  with  you,  you  shall  have  my 
prayers ;  and  I  will  give  you  the  text  from  which  I  think 
[I]  should  preach  if  I  were  there.  *  The  poor  have  the  Gob- 
pd  preached  to  them!  If  you  will  take  this  text  for  your 
guide,  in  your  pastoral  duties,  I  think  I  may  promise  you 
success.  .  Christ  gave  it  as  one  of  the  certain  prooft  of  his 
Messiahship,  and  there  is  no  better  evidence  that  any  minis- 
ter is  servant  of  this  Messiah,  than  that  he  makes  the  poor 
the  special  object  of  his  ministry. 

^^  I  was  not  aware  that  my  little  tract  had  been  usefril 
in  leading  you  to  the  Saviour.  It  encourages  me  in  a  pur- 
pose, which  I  have  half  formed,  to  spend  the  remainder  of 
my  leisure  in  writing  tracts.  As  you  will  naturally  fioel  some 
interest  in  the  tract  referred  to,  I  would  inform  you  that  Mr. 
W.  A.  Hallock  wrote  to  me,  a  few  days  ago,  that  it  wag 

tnmslated  into  Armeniaa. 

«  «       .     «  o  «  « 

"  Affectionately  yours, 

"A.  A." 

DB.  ALEXANDEB  TO  A  YOUKG  BSLATIVE. 

"PBOfonoN,  March  8d;  1844. 

"Mt  Dbab  «  «  «:— 

"I  received  your  interesting  letter,  of  the  20th  ult., 
when  confined  to  a  sick  room,  and  have  not  had  it  in  my 
power  to  return  an  answer  until  now.     I  have  considered 
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.yoor  case,  as  represented  in  your  letter,  with  senoos  atten- 
tion, and  find  nothing  in  it  which  is  very  peculiar  or  very 
discouraging.  The  continuance  and  increase  of  your  rdi- 
gious  impressions,  for  so  many  years,  fiimishes  the  best  evi- 
dence that  your  religk^n  is  not  the  effect  of  artificial  excite- 
ment. And  the  nature  and  intensity  of  your  desires  satisfy 
me  that  a  genuine  work  of  grace  has  been  wrought  in  your 
souL  The  principal  defect  of  your  experience  is  one  which, 
in  our  day,  is  very  common,  the  want  of  confidence  and  joy 
in  the  Lord.  This  arises  probably  from  two  causes  ;  the  first 
is,  too  low  views  of  the  perfect  freeness  and  fulness  of  the 
grace  of  Christ,  manifested  in  the  Gospel  Tou  must  learn 
to  derive  consolation  from  direct  acts  of  faith  in  the  Re- 
deemer, rather  than  from  exploring  your  own  heart  for  marks 
of  conversion.  It  is  in  vain  we  strain  our  eyes  to  distinguish 
objects  in  an  obscure  light.  Diffidence  of  ourselves  is  right, 
but  diffidence  of  Christ  is  a  great  sin.  Come  boldly  to  the 
throne  of  grace  that  you  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace 
to  help  in  time  of  need.  Lay  hold  of  the  promise  with  a 
strong  grasp,  and  let  your  purpose  be,  *  Though  He  slay  me, 
yet  will  I  trust  in  Him.'  Be  not  afiuid  to  believe  that  you 
have  eternal  life  in  Christ.  There  is  in  most  Christians  now, 
a  leaven  of  legality,  which  leads  them  to  look  for  some  ground 
of  hope  and  comfort  in  themselves ;  and  not  finding  there 
what  they  think  others  possess,  they  sink  into  despondency  : 
whereas,  they  should  look  entirely  to  Christ  for  hope  and 
consolation,  and  should  confidently  trust  in  him  to  save  them 
fixMU  all  the  evils  under  which  they  labour,  or  which  they 
fear.    Endeavour,  therefore,  to  obtain  clear  and  just  views, 

86 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


546  OOBBBSPOHDBHOS. 

not  only  of  the  sufficiency  of  Christ  and  his  atonement,  but 
of  the  perfect  freeness  of  the  grace  of  the  (Gospel ;  that  He 
is  willing  to  receive  ns  without  qualifications  of  any  kind, 
and  that  we  are  welcome  to  come  to  him  at  cmce,  and  at  all 
times  ;  and  when  we  learn  thus  to  roil  all  our  burdens  on 
the  Lord,  and  to  trust  in  his  all  conquering  grace,  we  may 
eigoy  peace  and  comfort,  notwithstanding  the  wretched  de- 
oeitfulness  and  wickedness  of  our  own  hearts. 

^^  The  other  cause  of  jgui  despondency,  is  the  one  which 
you  mention  ;  a  morbid,  melanchdy  temperament  I  can 
sympathize  with  any  one  who  labours  imder  this  malady, 
having  had  to  struggle  with  it  a  great  part  of  my  Ufe.  When 
the  disease  rises  to  a  certain  pitch,  it  becomes  a  species  of 
mania,  and  all  reasons  and  motives  addressed  to  the  mind 
under  such  a  dark  cloud,  are  perfectly  inefficacious.  I  have 
found  that  it  was  a  considerable  point  gained,  when  the 
patient  comes  to  be  convinced  that  this  is  the  true  cause  oi 
his  mental  darkness  and  depression  of  spirits.  In  my  hock 
on  *  Beligious  Experience,'  you  will  find  a  narrative  of  sev- 
eral cases  of  long  distress  of  mind  arising  from  this  cause. 
My  melancholy  feelings  have  always  alternated  with  an  oppo- 
site state  of  buoyancy  of  spirits  ;  and  sometimes  this  alter- 
nation is,  for  a  fortnight,  as  regular  as  a  tertian  ague.  As 
you  are  a  physicii^,  I  have  no  occasion  to  suggest  any  physi- 
cal remedies  for  a  morbid  state  of  the  nerves,  which  is  often 
the  cause  of  more  exquisite  anguish,  than  that  produced  by 
any  external  affliction.  My  nervous  system  is  put  out  of 
order  by  indigestion,  by  the  east  wind,  by  the  want  of  good 
sleep,  and  sometimes,  in  a  moment,  by  hearing  bad  news. 
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We  have  had  a  precions  shower  of  grace  here^  without  any 
new  measnresy  or  any  undue  excitement. 

"  I  am  truly  yours, 

"A:  A." 

The  following  letter  to  a  beloved  pupil,  who  has  since 
been  removed,  ahnost  a  martyr,  flrom  the  missionary  field,  will 
serve  as  a  spedmenof  his  mode  of  correspondence  with  young 
friends.  We  omit,  as  uninterestipg  to  the  general  reader, 
the  names  of  more  than  thirty  young  ministers,  with  their 
places  of  settlement. 

DB.   ALEXAKDEB  TO   THE  BEY.   WALTEB  IiOWBH. 

"FUNOROii,  Oet  26, 1843. 

"  Rev.  and  Deab  Sib  : — 

"  As  I  now  sit  down  to  answer  yours  of  January  31,  it 
shows  that  correspondence  with  China  must  be  slow.  I 
might  however  have  written  three  months  earlier,  but  your 
letter  arrived  near  the  close  of  the  session ;  and  inmiediately 
after  the  commencement  of  the  vacation  I  made  a  long  jour- 
ney to  my  native  country,  to  visit  my  numerous  relations,  as 
I  suppose  for  the  last  time.  I  sincerely  regretted  that  I  did 
not  know  of  Dr.  McCartee's  sailing  for  China  until  he  was 
gone. 

"  The  only  remark  which  I  shall  make  in  regard  to  your 
discouraging  view  of  the  missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
is,  that  the  frown  of  Providence  is  no  more  apparent  than  in 
the  case  of  the  apostles.  It  is  God's  usual  method  to  try 
the  &ith  and  patience  of  his  servants  before  he  grants  them 
success.    I  make  it  a  rule,  in  writing  to  foreign  misaonaries, 
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to  omit  all  lecturing,  of  which  they  had  more  here  than  did 
good,  and  to  tell  them  of  little  incidents  relative  to  the  Semi- 
nary and  our  own  aflfcdrs. 

"  "\i^  have  been  expecting  yearly  a  diminution  of  our 
number  of  students ;  but  strangely,  it  does  not  diminish. 
The  house  is  full,  and  some  are  boarding  out.  The  health 
of  the  professors  has  been  good,  and  the  improvement  in  Dr. 
Hodge's  is  great.  Mr.  Lenox  has  built  for  us  one  of  the 
handsomest  librarieR  in  the  world,  in  the  pure  Gothic  style. 
The  books  too  when  arranged  look  very  well.  The  cost  of 
this  edifice  may  be  about  thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  it  has 
been  made  over  to  the  Trustees,  together  with  the  Breckin- 
ridge house,  in  which  my  son  resides,  a  present  from  th6 
Misses  Lenox.  Your  successor  [as  librarian]  now  in  oflSce, 
is  G.  Mainwaring.  He  has  as  much  activity  and  enterprise 
as  his  predecessor,  but  not  as  much  patience.  He  offered  to 
make  a  new  catalogue,  thinking  that  he  could  greatly  im- 
prove on  the  old  ;  but  he  has  found  it  to  be  a  difficult  and 
laborious  job.  The  old  library  is  cut  up  into  three  rooms  for 
students  ;  and  what  was  called  the  Nisbet  library  is  neatly 
fiimished,  and  inhabited  by  a  Kentucky  student. 

"  Your  father  spent  the  last  Sabbath  with  us,  and  at  our 
earnest  request  addressed  the  students.  He  told  me  that  he 
had  great  satisfaction  in  conversing  with  the  four  young  men 
destined  to  join  the  China  mission.  Their  names  are  Lloyd, 
Loomis,  Culbertson  and  Brown  ;  solid  and  good  men— -capa- 
city above  mediocrity — ^prudent,  diligent  dnd  enterprising — 
accustomed  to  hard  work — and,  as  far  as  I  know,  pleasant  in 
their  temper,  either  by  nature  or  by  grace.     Your  father  is 
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encouraged  in  regard  to  funds  for  the  coming  jear,  although 
the  money  comes  in  rather  slowly.  But  you  have  doubtless 
heard  of  the  (10,000  which  came  into  the  office  from  a  hand 
unknown — ^yet  well  known.  We  have  had  two  D.  D/s  con- 
ferred on  Princeton  clergymen,  Mr.  Hare  and  J.  W.  Alexan- 
der ;  so  that  I  must  now  consent  to  be  called  the  eld  Doctor. 
Brief  notices  of  your  fellow-students  will  revive  former  asso- 
ciations, though  some  may  make  a  melancholy  impression. 

**  Puseyism  and  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  are  the  en- 
grossing sulgects  at  present ;  also  questions  respecting  Elders. 
A  delegation  from  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  is  expected 
here  soon.  The  New  Jersey  Synod  had  an  appeal  from  two 
Perfectionists  of  New  Brunswick  Presbytery,  which  occupied 
nearly  aU  their  time.  Dr.  Smyth,  of  Charleston,  is  our  most 
prolific  author.  Last  year  he  brought  out  an  octavo  volume 
on  the  Episcopal  controversy,  and  this  year  an  octavo  and 
a  duodecimo.  Our  State,  having  been  long  Whig,  has 
wheeled  round  to  the  Democratic  side.  There  will  of  course 
be  a  great  out-turning.  Who  will  be  our  next  governor  is 
to  be  decided  the  day  after  to-morrow.  We  shall  have  six 
candidates  on  the  list. — ^When  you  write  after  receiving  this, 
fill  your  paper  with  statistical  information  respecting  China. 
I  tell  my  pupils  in  foreign  countries  to  send  tne  no  prosing 
sermons.  We  have  enough  of  this  ware  here.  We  want 
information,  minute  and  accurate,  which  may  be  turned  to 
some  good  account.  I  do  not  expect  to  Uve  to  write  many 
letters,  but  while  I  can  hold  a  pen  I  will  make  some  answer 
to  such  as  I  receive.  It  would  be  weU  for  you  to  have  it 
in  view  to  write  a  book  concerning  the  Celestial  Empire. 
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We  gieaily  want  iBfovmatioa  req)ecti]ig  that  wondexfiil 
oomiUj. 

^^  I  tar^t  to  motion  that  Milleimariaiiiflm  is  an  afasoriiK 
ing  question  with  our  cleigy.  Many  of  them  have  embraced 
this  doctrine^  or  think  they  have,  though  I  bdieve  some  who 
^fess  to  believe  it  know  little  about  it. — If  it  did  not 
damp  the  spnt  of  missions,  it  would  do  little  hano.  M3r 
lerism  has  been  veiy  rampant,  and  made  for  a  while  a  great 
noise.  This  differs  only  in  fixing  on  the  current  year  as  the 
predicted  time  of  Christ's  second  coming.  This  is  now  well 
nigh  dead,  as  the  year  is  drawing  to  a  close. — ^The  Beposi- 
tory  and  the  Bepertory,  no  doubt,  you  get.  Let  us  know, 
as  soon  as  you  can  find  out,  what  are  the  best  works  on 
China. 

^^  I  am  respectfolly  and  affectionately  yours,  &o. 

"A,  A," 

As  the  horizon  of  his  view  was  thus  extended,  he  seemed 
to  glow  with  a  larger  benerolenoe,  and  at  no  time  manifested 
more  lively  inta^est  in  every  new  proposal  for  the  ffpread  <^ 
the  Bedeemer's  kingdom,  than  now  when  he  felt  that  Us 
days  oa  earth  were  numbered.  It  was  a  common  observation 
concerning  him,  that  while  his  judgment  was  cool  and  his 
polipy  conservative,  he  never  rejected  imy  scheme  because  it 
was  novel ;  and  no  man  was  more  sanguine  in  hope  thaxL  he, 
with  regard  to  great  enterprises  firom  whidi  even  youiq;er 
persons  were  disposed  to  recoil  Yet  he  was  not  slow  to 
recognise  the  tokens  of  decaying  nature,  and  to  draw  frrmi 
them  appropriate  reflections.    In  1840,  he  thus  begins  a 
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letter.  "  This  day,  forty-nine  years  ago,  I  was  licensed  to 
preach.  You  may  know  from  this  that  I  am  growing  old, 
and  of  coarse  approaching  the  end  of  my  pilgrimage.  My 
health,  however,  is  as  firm  as  it  has  been  for  years  ;  only  I 
am  still  distressed  with  weakness  of  nerves.  Dr.  Miller  has 
had  several  attacks  of  low  fever  this  year,  but  is  now  restored 
to  his  usual  health.  My  fiimily  have  been  blessed  with  un- 
interrupted health  for  more  than  a  year,  so  that  we  have  not 
once  had  to  call  in  a  physician.  For  this  we  desire  to  be 
hxmibly  thankfiil  to  Him  '  who  forgiveth  all  our  iniquities, 
and  healeth  all  our  diseases.' "^  ^  And  some  montiis  after 
this,  to  his  elder  sister :  ^^  For  some  time  I  entertained  a 
thought  of  visiting  my  friends  in  Virginia  this  summer  ;  but 
after  reflecting  seriously  on  my  age,  and  on  the  expense  of 
the  journey,  on  the  small  benefit  that  would  accrue,  and  the 
important  duties  which  require  my  attention,  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  rather  my  duty  to  stay  than  to  go. 
Whether  I  shall  ever  see  you  and  my  other  friends  again,  is 
uncertain,  but  it  is  a  matter  of  little  consequence.  If  we 
can  only  so  live  and  act  as  to  have  an  entrance  administered 
to  us  into  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, 
it  will  not  be  long  before  we  shall  meet  where  parting  is  no 
more.  Our  contemporaries  are  fast  dropping  ofif,  and  indeed 
very  few  of  our  early  acquaintances  are  now  left.  The  death 
of  Dr.  Baxter  was  a  solemn  admonition  to  me.  We  were  in 
the  same  office,  and  nearly  of  the  same  age,  and  his  consti- 
tution seemed  much  more  robust  than  mine ;  but  he  is  taken 
and  I  am  left.'' t 

*  LetUr  to  the  Rev.  Henry  R.  Weed,  D.  D.,  October  1,  184a 
f  Letter  to  Mn.  GrahAin,  May  81»  1841. 
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The  same  year  deprived  him  of  a  yofunger  fiieiid,  tbe 
Rev.  John  Breckmridge,  D.  D.,  once  his  pupil,  and  for  a 
'time  his  colleague  ;  a  man  whom  he  respected  for  his  talent^ 
eloquence  and  chivalrous  bearing,  and  loved  for  his  affection- 
ate converse  and  ardent  piety.  It  was  often  remarked  by 
the  household,  that  no  one  had  the  faculty  of  drawing  forth 
his  powers  in  animated  conversation,  so  fully  as  this  wann 
and  brilliant  ftiend.  And  though  Dr.  Breckinridge  was  emi- 
nently remote  from  any  thing  like  undignified  levity,  he  knew 
•0  well  how  to  present  that  side  of  any  subject  which  was  en- 
tertaining, that  his  presence  used  to  make  itself  known  by 
the  peals  of  genial  laughter  which  would  burst  from  the 
study.  He  was  equally  skilled  to  touch  the  chords  of  Chris- 
tian  pathos.  And  we  may  be  allowed  to  say,  that  the  Church 
has  seldom  lost  a  man  who  more  happily  united  devout  ten- 
derness and  philanthropic  zeal  with  manly  honour  and  hi^ 
courage  in  his  Master's  cause. 

Though  the  difference  in  age  was  so  great.  Dr.  Alexander 
looked  on  his  junior  colleague  with  high  respect ;  which  is 
testified  by  the  following  sentences  from  his  Introductoiy 
Lecture,  next  following  the  bereavement ;  it  is  likely  tibat 
much  more  was  uttered  by  hini :  ^^  On  this  occasion  also  it 
seems  to  be  highly  proper  to  make  solemn  mention  of  the 
decease  of  one  of  the  most  active,  energetic  and  eloquent 
ministers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  who  had  been  not  only 
a  student  but  for  some  time  a  Professor  in  this  Seminary. 
You  will  all  understand  me  to  speak  of  the  late  Doctor  John 
Breckinridge,  whose  death,  in  the  midst  of  his  years,  and  in 
the  midst  of  the  most  enlarged  and  flattering  prospects  of 
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Qseftilness,  is  an  event  which  should  not  be  overloq^Led  by  the 
Ohnrch,  nor  cursorily  passed  over  by  this  Seminary,  to  which 
he  was  ever  an  ardent  and  efficient  friend.  Few  men  filled 
a  larger  space  in  the  view  of  the  Church  and  the  public,  and 
few  men  could  be  taken  from  the  earth  who  will  b©  more 
missed.  He  was  indeed  ^  a  burning  and  a  shining  light,'  but 
we  were  permitted  to  rejoice  in  his  light  only  for  a  short 
season.  Our  only  solage  under  this  affliction  is,  that  it  waa 
the  stroke  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  who  is  infinitely  wise 
and  good  ;  and  that  our  brother  departed  in  the  full  assur- 
ance of  fitith  and  hope,  and  now  rejoices  in  the  presence  of 
Him  whom  unseen  he  loved,  and  in  whom  he  believed,  which 
is  &r  better  than  any  pleasure  to  be  enjoyed  on  earth.  But 
let  the  memory  of  the  devoted  servants  of  the  Lord,  aild  of 
their  work  of  faith  and  labour  of  love,  be  affectionately  cher- 
ished by  the  Church." 

In  the  spring  of  1842,  Dr.  Alexander  made  a  flying  visit 
to  Bichmond,  where  he  delivered  a  discourse  which  was  pub- 
lished. The  subject  was,  "  The  People  of  God  led  in  un- 
known ways ; "  from  Isa.  xiiL  16.  On  his  return  he  writes  to 
his  sister :  ^^  My  going  to  Bichmond  was  a  sudden  thing,  and 
I  was  obliged  to  come  back  immediately  to  fulfil  appoint- 
ments made  in  the  State  of  New- York,  I  therefore  could 
not  with  any  ease  or  comfort  extend  my  visit  to  Bockbridge. 
During  this  vacation  I  have  been  almost  constantly  in  mo- 
tion, and  my  health  has  generally  been  good  ;  they  tell  me 
every  where  that  I  have  grown  much  more  corpulent  than  I 
formerly  was.  My  principal  weakness  is  in  the  stomach  and 
nerves ;  and  though  diseases  of  this  kind  are  not  attended 
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with  imnxediate  danger,  they  make  us  TCiy  miaeiaUe  at 
times,  and  at  last  become  incurable  and  end  in  lingmng 
death.  I  have  been  appointed  by  the  Board  ct  Missions  to 
visit,  in  company  with  a  younger  man,  the  western  counties 
of  New- York ;  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  churches  thare. 
But  I  am  very  doubtful  whether  a  perscm  of  my  age  should 
undertake  so  long  a  journey,  or  whether  any  good  is  likely  to 
arise  from  such  a  vidt. — ^I  am  thankful  that  my  life  has 
been  spared  to  see  all  my  children  educated.  And  now  if  I 
could  see  them  all  pious  members  of  the  church,  I  should  be 
disposed  to  say,  ^Now,  Lord,  let  thy  servant  depart  in 
peace.'''* 

Notwithstanding  the  adverse  prognostics  of  this  lett^, 
he  was  permitted  to  revisit  Virginia  in  the  summer  of  1843. 
On  this  occasion  he  delivered  a  discourse  before  the  Alumni 
Association  of  Washington  College,  on  the  Commencement 
Day,  June  29tL  From  the  crowd  of  persons  and  the  ex- 
treme heat,  he  was  during  the  address  seized  with  a  fiiint- 
ness,  which  was  alarming,  and  which  made  it  necessary  fiur 
him  to  be  carried  into  the  open  air.  No  expostulations, 
however,  could  induce  him  to  desist.  He  was  especially  de- 
sirous to  say  something  in  honour  of  his  old  teacher,  Mr. 
Graham.  He  therefore  returned  and  completed  the  delivery 
of  the  Address.  Its  last  words  were  these :  "  Having  now 
finished  what  I  wished  to  commimicate  at  this  time,  I  must, 
my  beloved  friends,  take  a  solemn  and  last  fiuewell  of  you 
all ;  expecting  never  again  to  see  the  fiices  of  most  of  you 
in  the  flesh..    May  Heaven's  richest  blessings  attend  you  1" 

•  Letter  to  Mrs.  Graham,  July  6^  1842. 
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From  the  coloums  of  a  reUgiaos  joumal,  pnbliflhed  some 
time  after  the  event^  we  derive  the  following  statement :  ^'  I 
shall  never  forget  some  circnmstahces  connected  with  his 
last  visit  to  Virginia.  It  was  the  summer  of  1843.  He 
came^  as  he  told  me  when  I  met  with  him,  reckoning  upoa 
it  as  his  last  visit  to  his  native  region.  Dr.  Alexander 
opened  the  Commencement  exercises  with  a  short  prayer. 
A  generation  long  gone  by  seemed  to  be  represented  in 
him,  and  while  he  sat  looking  down  upon  the  scene,  and  par- 
taking of  Ihe  varying  emotions  that  swayed  the  auditory,  I 
could  not  but  fancy  what  thoughts  and  feelings  must  have 
been  passing  through  his  mind,  far  out  of  the  range  of  those 
that  were  present  to  the  minds  of  others  there.  He  had 
been  one  of  the  early  students  of  Liberty  Hall  Academy, 
under  its  first  rector,  William  Graham,  a  man  of  eminent 
talents  and  piety,  who  well  deserves  to  be  honoured  as  the 
fiither  of  learning  in  West  Virginia,  and  who  was  the  pre- 
ceptor likewise  of  Baxter,  Speece,  J.  H.  Bice,  and  other 
men  of  note,  both  in  church  and  state. 

''In  the  afternoon  the  audience  again  filled  the  spacious 
building  to  hear  Dr.  Alexander,  the  most  of  them  for  the 
last  time;  The  heat  of  the  crowded  house,  and  the  effort  of 
the  occasion,  coming  after  the  fatigue  and  excitement  of  the 
morning,  were  too  much  for  an  aged  man,  like  Dr.  Alexan- 
der. He  fikltered  in  the  midst  of  his  discourse,  grew  pale, 
stopped  and  sank  back  into  his  seat,  every  heart  in  the  vast 
assembly  beating  quick  at  such  an  interruption.  In  a  few 
moments  he  rose,  and  renewed  the  effort ;  but  it  would  not 
do.    It  was  not  long  before  he  gave  way,  and  had  to  be  car- 
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ried  out  of  the  honse  in  his  chair.  I  had  listened  in  painM 
anxiety  from  the  time  that  he  had  commenced  again,  and  tiie 
feelings  of  the  audience  were  now  all  absorbed  in  conoem  for 
him.  Who  could  tell  but  that  the  cords  of  an  aged  and 
feeble  life,  too  tensely  stretched,  might  suddenly  snap,  and 
the  scene  wind  up  with  a  melancholy  and  thrilling  event 

"Friends  gathered  around  him,  and  begged  that  he 
would  leave  off,  suggesting  that,  with  his  consent,  the  ad- 
dress would  be  printed.  He  declared  his  intention  of  going 
on.  It  was  then  suggested  that  the  rest  should  be  read  by 
some  person  for  him.  But  no,  he  persisted  strangely,  and 
as  it  almost  seemed,  obstinately.  What  was  the  secret  of  his 
pertinacity  ?  He  had  an  office  to  perform,  he  had  a  tribute 
to  pay  on  that  last  occasion.  And*there,  under  the  shadow 
of  the  old  church,  surrounded  by  the  descendants  of  his 
own  paternal  &mily,  and  of  his  contemporaries,  amidst  the 
tombs  of  his  own  generation,  and  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
graves  of  his  own  peurents,  he  sat  and  read  his  tribute  to 
Mr.  Graham — the  audience  clustering  around  him,  and 
hanging  with  fixed  and  tearful  attention  on  his  closing 
words.  He  sketched  the  character  of  Graham,  spoke  of  his 
services  to  the  cause  of  learning  and  religion,  and  concluded 
with  a  few  impressive  remarks,  in  which  he  spoke  of  himself 
as  the  sole  survivor  of  the  whole  number  of  officers  and  stu- 
dents, connected  with  Liberty  Hall  at  the  time  of  his  en- 
trance, and  for  two  or  three  years  afterwards,  and  exhorted 
those  about  him,  as  one  who  never  expected  to  see  them 
again,  to  seek  salvation  through  the  infinite  merits  of  a  Be- 
deemer. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


JOURNEY  homeWabd.  557 

^'  The  address  has  been  printed.  But  it  needs  that  one 
should  have  been  present  to  feel  the  full  impressicm  of  it,  as 
delivered. 

'^  That  face  and  form,  that  group,  the  old  church,  the 
ohurchyard  with  its  monuments,  all  seen  amid  the  length- 
ening shadows  of  declining  day,  formed  a  scene  for  a 
painter's  pencil.  It  was  a  most  striking  and  appropriate 
picture  for  the  last  pag6  of  such  a  man's  pilgrimage  to  the 
place  of  his  birth  and  of  his  fathers'  graves. 

"N.L." 

Concerning  this  visit,  his  eldest  brother,  Andrew  Alex- 
ander, Esq.,  thus  wrote  :  "  We  have  been  very  much  grati- 
fied with  the  visit  of  your  father.  There  were  frequently 
present  the  three  brothers  and  two  sisters.  It  is  not  coromon 
for  so  many  aged  brothers  and  sisters  to  meet ;  the  youngest 
being  sixty-seven  years  old.  It  is  not  at  all  probable  that 
we  shall  ever  again  meet  in  this  world."  It  is  instructive  to 
add,  that  at  this  present  writing,  only  one  of  that  venerable 
(drcle  survives. 

On  returning  fix>m  this  memorable  visit,  Dr.  Alexander 
thus  addresses  his  sister  :  "  After  an  absence  of  sixty-four 
liays,  I  returned  home  ;  preserved  from  illness  and  all  fetal 
-  accidents.  But  the  day  before  I  reached  home  I  met  with 
a  slight  disaster,  which,  if  a  kind  Providence  had  not  inter- 
posed, might  have  been  very  serious.  For  in  going  from 
Chambersburg  to  Carlisle,  when  in  sight  of  Shippensburg,  the 
car  in  which  I  was  with  many  others,  ran  oflf  the  track  into 
a  ditch.     The  locomotive  which  did  not  leave  the  track  broke 
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loose  from  the  car  by  snapping  the  chain ;  otherwise  we 
should  have  been  dragged  along,  overtnmed,  and  perhaps 
killed.  Whereas  we  all  escaped  with  very  slight  injury.  I 
believe  that  I  was  more  hurt  than  any  other  person,  having 
been  driven  against  the  seat  before  me,  by  which  I  got  a 
stroke  on  the  leg,  just  below  the  knee.  I  felt  it  so  little, 
however,  that  I  walked  nearly  half  a  mile  to  Shippensburg, 
and  then  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  examine  the  place. 
But  at  Carlisle  I  found  the  leg  much  swelled,  and  the  skin 
torn  off.  I  had  an  appointment  to  preach  in  the  evening, 
and  though  I  was  unfit  for  public  service  I  found  it  neces- 
sary to  go  into  the  pulpit  and  make  the  effort.  Next  day  I 
came  all  the  way  home,  and  have  been  ever  since  almost  entire- 
ly confined  to  the  house  ;  for  by  some  means,  I  know  not 
how,  my  ankle  was  sprained.  But  I  am  now  nearly  well  of 
my  bruises,  and  all  the  time  have  enjoyed  excellent  health. 
I  found  all  well  at  home. — ^I  have  sent  on  my  Alunmi  Dis- 
course to .  Dr.  Ruffher.  I  might  as  well  have  left  it,  for  I 
had  no  opportunity  of  transcribing  it,  or  doing  any  thing  to 
it,  except  adding  a  few  particulars  respecting  the  Rev. 
William  Graham.  They  must  make  the  best  of  it.  I  have 
now  very  little  literary  ambition,  and  am  therefore  reckless 
as  to  what  becomes  of  the  address. — Upon  a  retrospect  of 
my  late  journey,  I  feel  glad  that  I  was  persuaded  to  under- 
take it ;  though  I  now  feel  that  home  is  the  best  place  for 
old  people.  Whether  I  shall  live  to  take  such  another  jour- 
ney, 1  certainly  cannot  tell ;  but  the  probability  is  that  my 
next  journey  will  be  to  that  land  from  whose  bourne  no 
traveller  returns.     The  only  preparation  for  death  which  can 
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be  eflfeotntd  to  give  solace  to  the  mind  is  a  lively  faith  in 
Ohrist.  K  we  confide  implicitly  in  him  we  shall  fear  no 
evil  AH  before  us  is  dark  and  unknown,  but  our  Great 
Leader  can  conduct  us  safely  over  this  Jordan.  The  valley 
looks  gloomy,  but  the  Shepherd's  voice  can  cheer  us  while 
we  pass  through.  Let  us  dismiss  a  timid,  unbelieving  spirit, 
and  be  strong  in  the  Lord  and  in  the  power  of  his  might. 
We  should  not  look  into  our  own  hearts  for  comfort,  but  di- 
rectly unto  Ohrist.  The  more  we  trust  in  him,  the  more 
we  honour  himu  Nothing  in  us  or  about  us  is  more  dUh 
pleasing  to  him,  than  otir  fear  or  distrust  of  his  power  and 
grace.  He  seems  to  say,  as  to  his  disciples  of  old,  ^  Why  are 
ye  so  fearful  ? '  *  Wherefore  did  ye  doubt  ?'  *  Only  believe  ; 
all  things  are  possible  to  him  that  beUeveth."  '* 

It  is  in  harmony  with  such  remarks  to  add  here,  that 
during  this  and  the  following  year,  he  was  called  to  mourn 
over  several  dear  friends.  Mrs.  Paulina  Le  Grand  departed 
this  life  in  1843.  No  Ohristian  woman  in  Virginia  was  m(»re 
widely  known.  SLaving  come  out  of  a  femily  circle  of  great 
Wealth  and  extreme  worldliness,  during  the  great  awakenings 
of  which  we  have  already  had  occasion  to  speak,  she  signal- 
ized a  long  life  by  a  sincerity  of  Ohristian  deportment  whioh 
made  her  example  noted. '  She  was  a  lover  of  good  men  ; 
she  entertained  strangers  ;  she  washed  the  saints'  feet.  Her 
home  was  open  to  all  disciples  of  every  name  ;  she  not  only 
sometimes  entertained  many  femilies  of  her  friends  at  once, 
but  gave  a  welcome  to  the  humblest  wayfarer  who  needed 
shelter.  For  months  and  even  years  she  gave  a  home  to 
ministers  of  the  Gospel     While  her  personal  experience  waa 
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not  joyful,  she  loved  evangelical  truth,  and  spared  no  pains 
to  promote  it.  Having  a  masculine  skill  and  generalship  in 
the  conduct  of  affairs,  she  extricated  a  laige  estate  from  em- 
barrassment, and  was  able  to  contribute  largely  to  good  ob- 
jects. Her  courage  was  remarkable,  and  no  inst^mce  was 
ever  known  in  which  she  shrank  from  reproving  sin,  even  in 
distinguished  persons.  For  more  than  half  a  century  she 
was  the  friend  and  correspondent  of  Dr.  Alexander.  Nearly 
about  the  same  time  died  his  elder  brother,  Andrew  Alex- 
ander, Esq.,  of  Lexington  ;  a  man  of  probity,  sagacity,  and 
consistent  life.  After  a  brief  interval,  two  beloved  sisteis 
were  taken  away,  Mrs.  Ann  Turner,  relict  of  the  Bev.  Wil- 
liam Turner,  and  Mrs.  Martha  Rice,  wife  of  the  Bev.  Ben- 
jamin H.  Bice,  D.  D, 

DB.  ALEXANDER  TO  MBS.  GRAHAM. 

"  Pbincbton,  Jan,  20,  1S44 

"Deab  Sister  : — 

"  The  occasions  of  our  writing  have  of  late  been  of  a 
sorrowful  kind.  Your  last  contained  an  account  of  the  de- 
cease of  our  dear  sister  Turner,  who  died  in  a  stnuige  land, 
but  surrounded  by  kind  friends,  and  supported  by  Christian 
hope  and  comfort.  It  has  now  become  my  painful  duty  to 
inform  you  and  other  Mends  of  the  death  of  Anne  Forman, 
sec<»d  daughter  of  our  sister  Martha  Bice.  You  know  that 
she  was  married  to  a  young  clergyman  in  Kentucky,  who 
was  settled  in  or  near  Versailles.  She  visited  her  parents 
last  spring,  and  brought  with  her  a  little  son,  a  year  old, 
named  Benjamin  Bice.   Though  Anne  had  been  delicate  firom 
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elnUhoody  her  health  appeared  not  only  good,  but  robust, 
when  she  was  here.  But  five  or  six  weeks  ago  she  was  seized 
with  some  disease  which  affected  her  head  and  stomach,  and 
on  the  11th  inst.,  gently  departed  this  life,  having  given 
every  evidence  of  bdng  a  sincere  Christian.  Her  last  words 
were,  '  I  wish  to  be  a  better  Christian  1 '  from  which  it 
would  seem  that  she  was  not  aware  of  the  nearness  of  her 
end.  Hot  parents,  as  you  may  suppose,  are  much  distressed  ; 
but  while  they  sorrow,  it  is  not  as  those  who  have  no  hope  ; 
and  they  will  no  doubt  derive  spiritual  benefit  from  this 
heavy  affiction.*' 

TO  THE  SAME. 

'*  Pbincetoic,  March  6,  1844. 

"  My  Dbab  Bistbe  : — 

^'  Your  last  letter  conveyed  to  us  the  moumfril  intelli- 
gence of  the  death  of  our  oldest  brother  ;  and  now  it  falls 
to  my  lot  to  inform  you  that  our  youngest  sister,  Martha 
Bice,  has  also  been  taken  away  firom  us.  She  gave  up  her 
qurit  into  the  hands  of  her  Bedeemer  about  two  o'clock  this 
morning.  About  three  weeks  ago  she  was  seized  with  a  vio- 
lent chiU,  followed  by  a  high  fever.  Three  or  four  days  ago 
her  fever  subsided,  and  we  hoped  that  she  might  recover ; 
but  a  dreadfrd  oppression  of  the  lungs  came  on,  owing  to 
what  cause  is  not  known.  This  difficulty  of  breathing  con- 
tinued to  increase  until  she  expired.  With  the  fever,  which 
the  physicians  call  congestive,  she  had  also  an  inflammation 
of  the  tonsQs,  which  rendered  it  difficult  for  her  to  speak. 
Being  confined  to  the  house  by  a  severe  attack  of  sore  throat 
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with  fever,  I  was  unable  to  see  her  before  yesterday  mom- 
mg.  I  found  her  mind  in  a  cahn  and  comfortable  state,  in 
the  midst  of  bodily  pain  and  oppression.  During  her  whde 
illness  her  understanding  was  undisturbed,  and  her  foith  was 
strong.  The  only  doubt  which  she  expressed  to  me  was  a 
fear  lest  her  perfect  peace  of  mind,  devoid  of  every  doubt 
and  fear,  might  be  the  effect  of  her  disease.  But  the  fever 
had  then  left  her,  and  the  same  peace  imd  c(mfidence  con- 
tinued to  the  last ;  for  even  when  speechless,  she  understood 
every  thing  ;  and  when  her  husband  a^ed  her  whether  die 
could  now  say  that  God  had  given  her  victory  over  death, 
and  requested  her  to  signify  it  by  raising  her  hand,  she  im- 
mediately did  this,  and  soon  after  expired.  Her  loss  wiU  be 
greatly  felt  in  the  family.  She  will  be  greatly  missed  in  the 
congregation,  especially  among  the  poor  and  afflicted.  She 
was  active  in  works  of  faith  and  labours  of  love.  I  could 
not  bring  myself  to  believe  that  this  sickness  would  be  unto 
death.  I  prayed  oft;en  and  earnestly  that  she  might  be  re- 
stored to  health  and  to  her  husband  and  children.  But  the 
will  of  Qod  was  otherwise. — ^I  have  seen  Dr.  Bioe  this  morn- 
ing. He  bears  his  bereavement  like  a  Christian  ;  his  fedings 
are  very  tender,  but  he  bows  with  entire  submission  to  this 
afflictive  dispensation. — Thus  our  &mily,  the  members  of 
which  have  been  so  long  preserved  in  life,  are  now  taken 
away  in  rapid  succession.  Out  of  eight,  three  have  departed 
within  less  than  six  months  ;  and  it  cannot  be  long  b^re 
the  remaining  five  shall  be  summoned.  0  may  we  all  be 
ready  I    And  may  we  be  enabled  to  meet  death  with  as 
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little  fear  as  those  who  have  abready  died  !    FarewelL    God 

Uess  yon  all ! 

"  Your  affectionate  brother, 

"A.  A.'' 

TO  THE  SAME. 

"PsiiicnoN,  Moi^  18, 1846. 

'^  We  have  been  preserved  to  a  good  old  age,  and  as  Gtod 
has  been  so  fovonrable  to  ns  thus  &r,  |P7e  onght  not  to  di9- 
toist  him  for  the  remuning  part  of  onr  journey.  We  need 
not  be  troubled  about  the  dissolution  of  these  fiafl  bodies. 
^  Dust  thou  art,  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou  return.'  It  is  a 
way  which  all  must  travel  once  ;  grace  and  strength  for  the 
day  we  must  trust  Him  to  grant,  who  hath  said,  ^  I  will  never 
leave  thee,  nor  forsake  thee/  If  Ghrist  be  near  to  us  in  that 
hour  wh^i  heart  and  flesh  fSul,  we  need  fear  no  evil  He 
hath  himself  suffered  all  the  bitter  pains  of  death,  and  is 
therefore  able  to  sympathize  with  those  who  walk  through 
the  glo<»ny  valley.  His  people,  who  trust  in  him,  are  seldom 
left  to  dctfkness  and  discouragement  in  that  last  conflict. — 
As  we  shall  in  all  probability  never  meet  again  in  this  world, 
may  we  have  a  joyful  meeting  in  the  world  to  come  I  And 
while  continued  here  beyond  the  time  usually  allotted  to 
mortals,  let  us  pray  for  each  other  daily,  that  we  may  be 
counted  vrorthy,  through  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  to 
inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  the  people  of  God,  fix»n 
the  foundation  of  the  world  I" 
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TO  THE  SAME. 

*'JwMil,  1847. 

"  As  to  my  own  health,  it  is  very  good  in  the  general ; 
though  I  have  had  several  sadden  and  severe  attacks  of  dis- 
ease, which  seems  to  have  its  seat  in  the  stomach.  The  crazy 
tabernacle  must  come  down,  and  it  matters  little  by  what 
means  this  end  is  attained.  The  only  wonder  is  that  it 
should  last  so  long.  %  I  have  been  trying  of  late  to  realise 
my  nearness  to  the  eternal  world  ;  but  though  my  judg- 
ment is  fully  convinced  that  I  shall  soon  cease  to  be  an  in- 
habitant of  this  world,  and  be  in  an  unchangeable  state 
of  happiness  or  misery,  my  feelings  are  not  in  accordance 
with  my  judgment.  I  cannot  bring  death  near  so  as  to  ap- 
prehend the  reality  of  the  solemn  circumstances  in  which  I 
stand,  on  the  breaking  brink  of  eternity.  But  perhaps  it  is 
best  that  our  minds  should  not  be  continually  occupied  with 
the  thoughts  of  deatL  When  I  attempt  to  think  distinctly 
of  what  my  views  and  feelings  shall  be  the  moment  after 
death,  I  feel  lost  in  the  obscurity  of  the  subject.  I  seem  to 
dread  the  awful  surprise  which  will  burst  on  the  mind.  But 
my  only  relief  is  that  the  Great  Shepherd,  who  accompanies 
his  sheep  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  will  be 
their  guide  afterwards,  or  will  ftimish  them  with  a  convoy 
of  angels.  We  need  not  trouble  ourselves  about  the  par- 
ticular circumstances  of  our  future  state  of  existence,  if  only 
we  are  found  among  the  number  of  Christ's  sheep.  For  all 
his  people  he  has  provided  suitable  mansions  in  his  Father's 
house.     Some  will  occupy  much  higher  places  than  others ; 
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but  if  we  are  admitted  into  the  very  lowest,  it  will  be 
enou^ 

^^  I  have  often  resolved  to  b^in  to  make  special  prepara- 
tion for  an  event  so  certain  and  so  near ;  but  I  find  I  can  do 
nothing  towards  it  by  my  own  exertions.  Dying  grace  is 
commonly  reserved  for  a  dying  hour.  The  best  prepaAtion 
is^  to  be  found  watching  and  actively  engaged  in  our  Mas- 
ter's service.  In  thinking  what  will  make  death  easy,  it  has 
occurred  to  me^  that  a  lively  faith  is  all  that  we  need.  To 
liave  an  humble,  confident  trust  in  Christ,  will  bear  us  up, 
however  the  waves  of  Jordan  may  swell  around  us.  Let  us 
not  torment  ourselves  with  unnecessary  fears  and  scruples. 
We  must  trust  entirely  to  the  mercy  of  Gh)d,  and  the  merit 
of  Christ ;  and  if  we  do  so  sincerely,  we  shall  be  safe.  Eveiy 
letter  which  I  write  to  you,  of  late,  I  think  will  be  the  last ; 
fi^r  considering  our  advanced  age,  it  is  to  be  expected  that 
one  of  us  will  soon  be  called  away  ;  and  it  cannot  be  long 
before  we  shall  meet  in  another,  and  I  hope  a  better  world.'' 

TO  THE   SAME. 

*<PiDraEr(»r,  Jun$  18,  184a 
"  DSAB  SiSTEB  : — 

'^  I  am  Sony  to  find  by  your  letter  that  your  health  is 
not  as  good  as  usual ;  but  at  our  age  we  must  expect  to  be 
subject  to  many  and  increasing  infirmities,  until  death  comes 
to  release  us  from  all  the  evils  of  our  present  conditipn. 
Though  death  is  called  the  king  of  terrors,  and  the  last  ene- 
my, yet  to  the  believer  he  is  a  conquered  foe,  or  rather  is 
converted  into  a  fiiend.     Therefore  Paul,  in  giving  an  in- 
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Ymtory  oi  the  possessions  of  the  Christian,  places  death 
among  the  number:  ^For  all  things  are  yonrs;  whether 
Paul,  or  ApoUos,  or  OephaB,  or  life,  or  death,  or  things  pres- 
ent, or  things  to  come  ;  all  fure  yours,  and  ye  are  Christ's,  and 
Christ  is  Gk)d's/  And  he  says  again,  ^  For  me  to  live  is 
Chri^,  and  to  die  is  gain : '  haying  a  desire  to  depart  and  be 
with  Christ,  *  which  is  fiur  better/  There  is  much  sin  in  in- 
dulging unbelieving  and  unreasonable  fears  a£  death.  We 
ought  to  place  more  confidence  in  the  Captain  of  our  salva- 
tion, who  has  promised  never  to  leave  nor  fcHsake  his  people, 
and  to  be  with  them  in  the  valley  and  shadow  of  death. 
How  often  do  we  see  those  who  were  subject  to  bondage  all 
their  lives,  delivered  from  all  fear  when  they  are  laid  on  ihm 
death  beds.  And  thus,  I  trust,  it  will  be  with  you.  'Jesus 
can  make  a  dying  bed  feel  soft  as  downy  pillows  are,'  Be 
determined  to  trust  in  the  Lord  and  fear  no  eviL  He  is  a 
powerful,  a  loving,  a^d  a  fidthful  Sheph^" 

to  the  same. 

"  Dear  Sisteb  : — 

''Yours  of  the  3d  inst.  came  to  hand  this  morning.  I 
am  gratified  to  learn  that  your  health  continues  so  firm,  at 
so  advanced  an  age.  It  is  certainly  a  cause  of  great  thank- 
ftilness.  What  you  say  of  your  health  during  the  past  year 
is  with  some  exception  true  in  regard  to  myself.  My  gene- 
ral health  was  never  so  good  since  I  was  in  the  ministry,  as 
for  a  few  years  past ;  and  I  am  more  fleshy  than  in  any 
fonner  period.     But  in  the  last  month  I  had  a  pretty  vio- 
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Isnt  attack^  which^  if  it  had  not  been  taken  in  time,  might 
have  ended  in  Oholera.  In  regard  to  this  desolating  pesti- 
lence, which  is  a  heavy  judgment  on  onr  land  tor  the  sins  of 
ibe  people,  our  town  like  yonrs  has  hitherto  been  exempt/' 

Again  in  1850,  he  writes  :  ^'  My  time  most  come  soon. 
If  I  can  only  be  ready,  it  matters  not  whether  I  pore  over 
the  inevitable  event  or  not.  Our  departure  will  probably  not 
be  very  far  apart.  May  we  meet  in  a  happier  worid  1 "  * 
The  last  letter  to  this  estimable  sister,  and  indeed  the  latest 
date  which  has  come  to  onr  hands,  is  of  June  12, 1851,  and 
closes  a  correspondence  of  at  least  fifty  years.  It  is  written 
in  a  £ur  and  firm  hand,  and  is  filled  with  lively  domestic  de- 
tails. 

We  have  varied  fiom  chronological  exactness,  and  omit- 
ted certain  things,  in  order  to  give  these  letters  and  extracts 
in  unbroken  series.  They  evidently  proceed  from  one  who 
had  learnt  to  look  death  in  the  &ce,  and  are  from  first  to 
last  a  comment  on  the  maxim,  Disoe  mori.  If  we  had  no- 
thing else  to  judge  by,  we  might  suppose  them  to  have  been 
penned  by  one  who  had  laid  aside  the  entire  business  of  life, 
and  devoted  his  mind  to  the  recluse  contemplation  of  eter- 
nity. But  so  far  was  this  from  being  the  case,  there  was  no 
time  in  his  whole  life  in  which  he  was  more  full  of  employ- 
ment, or  set  about  it  with  higher  zest.  His  sympathy  with 
the  wodd  about  him  was  uncommon.  He  had  not  ceased  to 
take  pleasure  la  the  a£Gui;s  of  the  Ohuich  or  the  intercourse 
of  fiiends,  and  seemed  bent  on  wooing  to  the  last  both  pub- 
licly and  privately.     The  prosperity  of  the  institution  was 

«  LettMT  to  Mn.  OnJumi,  Jan.  80, 1  S5a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


968  ooKNEonoK  with  pubuo  boddsb. 

great.  For  part  of  the  time  the  number  of  stud^its  was  nearly 
one  hmidred  and  fifty.  In  1843^  ^the  beautiful  library  build- 
ing, reared  by  the  munificence  of  Mr.  Lenox,  was  completed. 
Health  prevailed  in  his  own  family,  of  whom  five  children  out 
of  eeven  now  surrounded  him.  It  was  by  &r  the  most  serene, 
if  not  the  happiest  portion  of  his  life.  It  was  in  his  view  an 
addition  to  his  comfort,  that  two  of  his  sons  were  his  ool* 
leagues.  The  visit  of  a  deputation  fixMn  the  Free  Church  of 
Scotland,  in  1843-4,  greatly  awakened  his  fiselings.  The 
visit  of  the  Bev.  Dr.  Ounningham  in  particular,  offered  an 
occasion  for  long  and  interesting  conference  upon  the  state 
q(  the  Church  and  the  methods  of  theological  education. 
Some  of  the  enterprises  to  which  he  had  adhered  in  their 
darker  hour,  such  as  the  Foreign  Missions  of  our  Church,  and 
the  colonization  of  the  Free  Blacks,  b^n  to  show  signs  of 
eminent  success.  In  1849,  a  benevolent  Episcopalian  <tf  the 
South,  in  founding  a  seminary  in  Liberia,  requested  that  it 
might  be  called  the  ^^  Alexander  EUgh  School ; "  adding,  "  to 
him  they  are  indebted ;  for  but  for  said  article  [proposing 
the  plan]  this  donation  would  not  have  have  been  made,  and 
I  trust  it  will  in  due  time  grow  into  a  coU^  bearing  the 
same  name.''  ^ 

It  is  generally  known  that  the  various  benevcdent  sdianes 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  are  conducted  by  large  commis- 
sions of  clergymen  and  laymen,  which  are  denominated 
Boards.  These  are  elected  fiK>m  time  to  time  by  the  (General 
Assembly.  Dr.  Alexander  was  fixun  their  origin  an  impor- 
tant member  of  these  bodies.  Of  the  Standing  Committee  of 

*  Quoted  in  a  letter  of  Elliott  CreoMii  to  Dr.  Alexander,  April  SO^  1S49. 
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aonB  he  was  choeen  a  member  in  1807  ;  and  continued 
in  thifl  and  in  the  Board  of  Missions  which  grew  out  of  it, 
until  his  death.  As  long  as  he  remained  in  Philadelphia  he 
met  constantly  with  the  Committee,  and  sometimes  went 
from  Princeton  afterwards  for  the  same  purpose.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Education,  from  the  beginning.  We 
have  elsewhere  spoken  of  his  interest  in  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Western  Missionary 
Society,  which  preceded  the  Board,  he  was  elected  a  Yice- 
President.  In  1837  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Board, 
and  remained  such  as  l(mg  as  he  lived.  ^^  He  was  punctual,'' 
^ys  the  Hon.  Walter  Lowrie,  ^^in  his  attendance  at  the 
meetings ;  and  from  his  minute  knowledge  of  all  its  operations 
was  a  most  useful  and  influential  member.  After  the  death 
(£  Dr.  Miller,  he  was  on  the  6th  of  May,  1850,  elected  Pres- 
ident of  the  Board,  and  was  such  until  the  time  of  his 
death.''  He  was  likewise  President  of  the  Board  of  Publica- 
tion from  its  origin,  was  constantly  invited  to  their  ooun- 
sels,  and  prepared  a  number  of  their  works. 

In  addition  to  these  strictly  Presbyterian  schemes,  he 
was  greatly  interested  in  the  American  Sunday  School 
Union,  the  American  Bible  Society,  and  the  American 
Tract  Society.  For  the  first  named  he  ftimished  several 
valuable  publications.  In  regard  to  the  Tract  Society  his 
affection  and  zeal  never  abated.  For  a  time  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  their  Publishing  Committee  ;  he  wrote  some  (d  their 
smaller  publications,  and  was  a  frequent  contributor  to  the 
American  Messenger ;  in  which,  it  is  believed,  his  very  last 
communication  for  the  jaress  appeared.     One  of  the  dosing 
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acta  of  his  life  waa  to  give  a  sum  to  send  one  oC  their  small 
libranes  to  a  destitate  pastor.  He  was  partiocdady  soliGit* 
oas  to  extend  their  drccdation  of  volumes^  and  said,  late  in 
life :  ^^  I  reflect  on  no  part  of  my  life  with  more  satisfiftotion 
than  any  little  agency  I  have  had  in  encoorajiag  and  pro- 
moting the  Society's  vohmie  drcolation.  I  do  consider  the 
success  of  this  enterprise  as  intimately  connected  with  the 
prosperity  of  vital  scriptmal  piety  in  our  land  ;  not  in  any 
one  church,  but  in  all  evangelical  diurches,  and  beyond  them 
all,  by  conveying  a  sound  and  practical  knowledge  of  the  Gos- 
pel to  multitudes  who  ei^oy  no  public  means  of  graoe,  or 
have  not  attended  on  them.  If  I  could  do  any  thing  more 
to  urge  on  this  blessed  work  which  has  been  so  auspidously 
commenced,  I  would  cordially  lend  my  aid.''  Again  he  sajs, 
under  a  later  date :  ^^  The  success  of  the  volume  circulation 
gladdens  my  heart  every  time  I  think  of  it ;  and  I  sincerdy 
wish  that,  instead  cf  twenty  volumes,  you  had  a  hundred  in 
circulation.'' 

It  is  proper  that  we  should  add  something  of  the  lit- 
eruy  labours  of  this  period.  He  was  accustomed  to  bbj 
diat  he  wrote  more  than  in  any  previous  part  of  Ins  life. 
Indeed  it  was  his  solace,  and  the  pen  was  continually  in  his 
hand.  This  k  the  more  surprising,  as  for  some  of  his  closing 
years,  he  scarcely  made  any  use  of  one  eye,  and  was  firequent- 
ly  threatened  in  the  other.  Yet  when  he  was  not  hurried, 
his  manuscript  character  was  round,  clear  and  bold ;  though 
he  never  used  desk  or  table,  but  held  the  paper  before  him, 
on  a  wide  book  or  port-folio. 

His  vobune  entitled  ^^  Thoughts  on  Beligious  Exprnaice," 
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already  nicaitioaedy  appeared  as  a  separate  work  m  1840.  It 
cfmtains  the  results  of  his  matured  thinking  upon  the  inward 
work  of  grace,  and  has  been  extensively  nseM.  No  oDte  of 
his  writings  more  fuUy  reveals  his  own  opinions  and  feelings 
npon  the  rise  and  progress  of  godliness  in  the  sonL  The 
work  was  adopted  by  the  Presbyteriim  Board  of  Publication, 
and  in  1853  appeared  in  a  German  translation. 

In  1841,  he  reviewed  the  Works  of  Dr.  Chalmers,  for 
^om  he  cherished  the  greatest  respect,  but  from  whom  he 
was  constrained  to  differ  on  some  points  of  metajdiysical  the- 
ology. Especially  he  objects,  as  McCosh  has  since  done,  to 
Chalmers's  opinion,  that  morality  can  be  ascribed  to  no  fed-* 
ing  or  emotion  unless  it  be  the  consequence  of  volitiim,  oar 
somehow  connected  with  volition.  ^  He  also  wrote,  as  he 
had  often  done  before,  on  the  ^^  Beligious  Instructicm  of  the 
Negroes."  He  likewise  reviewed  Dr.  Hetherington's  History 
of  the  Westminster  Assembly.f  He  contributed,  a  warm 
and  instructive  artide  in  behalf  of  American  Coloniza- 
tion, in  which  he  reiterates  *his  opinion  thus :  ^^  We  do  be- 
lieve, that  it  is  the  design  of  a  wise  and  benignant  Providence 
to  make  Liberia  the  asylum  of  the  whole  Afiican  race  now 
dispersed  over  this  continent  and  the  West  India  islands. 
It  is  our  sincere  persuasion,  that  no  event  which  has  occurred 
in  the  world  once  the  commencement  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury, is  at  all  equal  in  real  importance  to  the  successful  es- 
tablishment of  this  little  cobny."    He  fiunidied  reviews  of 

*  PriDoeton  Reriew,  1841»  p.  80»  ff.    The  urtiole  is  onlj  in  part  from  hii 
p«n. 

f  Princeion  Reyiew,  1848,  pp.  SO-41 ;  and  pp.  5Sl<-6S7. 
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Dr.  Reid'B  "  Hifltory  of  the  PreBbyterian  Church  in  Ireland  ,•" 
and  of  the  ^^  Debate  on  Baptism  "  between  Dr.  Bice  and  Al- 
exander Campbell.^  He  wrote  and  published  at  some  length 
on  the  Life  of  Dean  Milner,  whom  he  greatly  admired,  on 
Struther's  History  of  the  Belief  Church  in  Scotland,  and  on 
the  collected  works  of  Andrew  FuUer.f  The  Horae  Apoca- 
lypticcbt  of  Elliott  drew  from  him  a  long  and  careful  disser- 
tation ;  and  he  wrote  an  extended  review  of  Dr.  Davidson's 
valuable  History  of  Kentucky.:];  The  publication  of  Chal- 
mers's Sketches  of  Mental  and  Moral  Philosophy  urged  him 
to  appear  again  in  the  way  of  candid  and  decided  animad- 
version on  some  points,  mingled  with  hearty  praise  and  ad- 
miration.§  He  gave  a  notice  of  the  "  Free  Church  Pulpit," 
a  Life  of  Bobert  Blair,  and  a  discussion  of  Free  Communion, 
as  against  the  rigid  view  of  the  Baptists ;  which,  if  we  mis- 
take not,  closed  his  labours  in  the  Princeton  Beview.  ||  Mean- 
while he  was  preparing  and  at  length  published  his  volumes  on 
the  "  H^tory  of  the  Log  College,"  and  the  "  History  of  Af 
rican  Colonization ; "  the  latter  being  a  volume  of  603  octavo 
pages.  During  this  time,  there  was  scarcely  a  week  in  which 
he  did  not  contribute  some  paper  to  the  religious  journals. 
No  one  accustomed  to  consider  the  pn^ress  of  literary 
performances  can  run  over  this  list  of  publications,  without 
some  astonishment,  that  they  should  have  proceeded  from 

»  Prinoeton  Review,  1844,  pp.  57,  199,  681 

t  Prineeton  Review,  1846,  p.  191,  and  1846,  pp.  86^  and  647. 

X  Princeton  Review,  1847,  pp.  141,  and  460. 

§  1848,  p.  629,  C 

1 1849^  p.  88»  and  1860^  pp.  186,  667. 
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one  who  was  nearly  approaching  fourscore ;  especially  wh^i 
on  examination  they  are  found  to  betray  no  marks  of  senili- 
ty, but  to  furnish  instances  of  his  most  acute  reasoning 
powers  and  most  ardent  emotion.  But  in  truth  these  were 
but  a  small  portion  of  his  labours  with  the  pen,  dming  his 
last  ten  years.  Not  to  mention  new  lectures  on  the  branches 
which  he  had  long  taught,  he  was  making  incursions  into 
new  fields.  Among  the  manuscripts  which  remain  are 
many  of  this  period,  on  important  subjects,  and  some  which 
were  produce^  during  the  very  last  year  of  his  life.  Certain 
of  these  are  on  the  Composition  and  Delivery  of  Sermons. 
He  drew  out  the  careful  plan  of  a  work  on  the  Duties  and 
Consolations  of  the  Christian,  and  began  to  fill  up  the  out- 
line, at  moments  of  leisure  ;  this  seems  to  have  been  one  of 
his  last  employments.  He  completed  his  volume  on  Moral 
Science,  which  was  published  soon  after  his  decease,  and 
which  leaves  its  testimony  to  the  unimpaired  vigour  of  his 
understanding.  He  projected,  and  carried  out  through  some 
hundreds  of  pages,  a  work  on  Patristical  Theology,  intend- 
ed to  exhibit  the  opinions  of  the  Fathers,  on  all  leading 
points  in  divinity.  It  is  a  contribution  to  what  the  Otet^ 
mans  call  DogmengescMchte.  He  began  a  Memoir  of  the ' 
Bev.  William  Graham,  to  whom  his  grateful  afiection  seem- 
ed always  ready  to  turn,  as  long  as  he  lived.  This  fills  a 
small  quarto,  and  is  nearly  complete.  He  had  for  years  been 
gathering  materials  for  a  History  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Yii^inia ;  and  from  time  to  time  was  engaged  in  entering 
in  an  unmense  folio,  biographical  sketches  of  distinguished 
American  clergymen,  and  alumni  of  the  CoU^  of  New  Jer- 
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867.  To  tbeflo  must  be  added  the  wbole  of  those  atitolmK 
graphical  sketches,  filling  ntuneraas  Yolumes,  to  which  we  are 
indebted  for  the  eaiiier  portions  of  oar  narratiye.  These  do 
not  extend  farther  than  the  year  1810.  They  are  inter* 
spersed  with  memdrs  of  almost  every  distrngaished  minister 
of  his  acqoaintance ;  to  which  indeed  their  extraordinary  ex* 
tent  is  to  be  ascribed.  Bat  for  the  express  inhibition  of  their 
aathor,  they  shoald  have  been  made  pablic  in  their  original 
shape.  Bat  nothing  more  evinoes  his  ontiring  diligence,  and 
the  spring  of  his  enterprise,  than  the  &ot  that  when,  in  1851, 
the  chair  of  Church  Gh)vemment  was  left  vacant,  he  not  only  ^ 
assnmed  the  duties  of  this  department,  but  immediately  ad- 
dressed himself  to  the  work  of  preparing  a  course  of  lectures. 
We  have  before  us  his  fair  and  sightly  manuscript,  of  sixty- 
three  large  folio  pagfes,  on  "  Church  Polity  and  Discipline.*^ 
It  was  evidently  broken  off  by  his  last  illness,  and  ends  with 
an  unfinished  sentence,  on  the  independency  of  churches. 
This  was  in  September,  1851. 

In  this  same  lapse  of  time  he  wrote  numerous  sermons, 
and  preached  upon  an  average  once  every  Lord's  Day.  He 
likewise  corresponded  with  friends,  answering  perpetually  re- 
'curring  queries  on  important  points  connected  with  religion 
and  the  Church.  The  routine  of  his  Seminary  appointments 
was  followed  with  the  punctuality  and  much  of  the  vivacity 
of  former  yefiurs.  What  was  wanting  of  earlier  grace  and 
sprightliness  was  more  than  replaced  by  the  dignity  and 
wisdom  of  age.  At  no  time  did  he  carry  more  weight  among 
his  attached  pupils  than  in  these  years  of  venerable  decline. 
In  May,  1849,  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Miller,  which  he  had 
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mof^t  two  years  eaiiier^  was^  faftlly  accepted.  It  was  a 
touching  fflght  to  behold  the  forms  of  himself  and  his  aged 
ooQeague  on  those  occasions  when  they  appeared  together  at 
the  head  of  their  students.  Many  an  observer  was  {nrompted 
to  exclaim^  ^^  The  hoary  head  is  a  crown  of  glory,  if  it  be 
feond  m  the  way  of  righteonsness  I " 

It  was  during  the  year  in  which  he  died,  that  Mrs.  Mary 
Lnndie  Duncan,  of  Scotlimd,  visited  Princeton.  ^^The 
hours  passed  in  Princeton/'  says  this  Christian  lady,  ^^  amid 
the  courtesies  and  hospitalities  of  the  venerable  Dr.  Alex- 
ander, are  among  the  hoarded  gems  of  memory.  A  powerftd 
interest  hangs  around  that  aged  man,  so  true  of  heart,  so 
distinct  of  mind,  so  affitble  of  manners.  He  is  full  of  Chris- 
tian sympathies,  and  ready  to  communicate,  so  that  you 
require  but  to  put  an  inquiry  and  he  flows  out,  whether  the 
flulgect  be  of  sixty  years  since  or  of  yesterday,  and  it  is  your 
own  fiskult  if  you  are  not  ttie  wiser  for  his  communings. 
Perhaps  others  may  have  remarked,  what  added  much  to  the 
interest  that  cleaves  to  this  excellent  gentleman — ^his  strong 
resemblance  to  Wilberforce.  Though  much  more  bulky,  yet 
the  figure  is  like  that  of  a  twin  brother.  His  manner  of 
sitting  in  his  easy  chair,  of  speaking,  of  smiling,  and  above 
all  his  ready  way  of  giving  information,  and  his  edifying 
Christian  remarks,  showed  a  resemblance  both  in  the  mould 
and  in  the  jewel  within.''  The  resemblance  in  the  points 
mentioned  has  been  noted  by  others,  and  will  not  &il  to  be 
suggested  to  any  who  examine  the  striking  statue  of  Wil- 
berforce, in  Westminster  Abbey.  But  we  ought  not  to 
withhold  a  marginal  note  of  Mrs.  Duncan's,  upon  the  above 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


mS  DB.   QBBSN — ^DE.   DOD. 

paragntph.  "  How  toudnn^j,"  she  adds,  ^^  are  these  remem- 
farances  deepened  in  pathos,  by  the  tidings  just  arriyed,  that 
the  Patriarch  is  with  Abraham,  and  Moses,  and  all  the 
prophets,  in  glory.  It  is  tnie  he  has  reached  the  consomma- 
tion  of  his  £uth  and  hope,  but  then  his  family  have  lost  him 
— ^his  students  have  lost  him.  Princeton  will  see  his  face  no 
more.  The  Church  will  never  again  appeal  to  his  wisdom 
and  experience.  America  must  number  him  with  hsr 
patriots,  and  heroes,  and  divines,  who  have  departed — and  I, 
a  passing  stranger,  while  I  prize  the  more  the  privil^e  ci 
having  seen  him,  feel  but  the  more  keenly  that  the  antidr 
pated  ^  passing  away '  has  begun."^ 

The  death  of  numerous  distant  friends  has  been  recorded ; 
but  we  have  to  mention  some  nearer  home,  which  cast  a 
heavy  shade  over  the  society  of  Princeton.  One  of  these 
was  the  decease  of  the  Bev.  Albert  B.  Dod,  D.  D.,  Professor 
of  Mathematics  in  the  Ooll^  9f  New  Jersey  ;  a  man  whose 
brilliant  genius,  social  charms  and  high  promise  caused  his 
loss  to  be  keenly  and  widely  felt.  In  1848,  the  Bev.  Ashbd 
Ghreen,  D.  D.,  late  President  of  the  OoU^e,  departed  this 
life.  His  remains  were  placed  among  the  sepulchres  of  the 
great  presidents  and  divines  in  the  Princeton  cemetery. 
Between  him  and  Dr.  Alexander,  who  was  his  junior  by 
about  ten  years,  there  existed  a  strong  and  unbroken  Chris- 
tian attachment.  But  the  event  which  more  than  all  others 
in  life  made  old  age  significant,  was  the  departure  of  the 
Bev.  Dr.  Miller,  on  the  7th  of  January,  1860. 

*  '*  America  as  I  Found  it  By  the  mother  of  Mary  Lundie  Donoan." 
Garters,  pp.  107-8. 
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Althoi^h  the  public  has  reason  to  expect  a  memoir  of 
thifi  venerable  servant  of  Christ,  we  cannot  refrain  at  this 
point  £rom  adding  something  to  what  we  have  already  said 
concerning  his  character.  His  excellencies  were  admitted 
widely  in  the  church,  for  he  was  known  throughout  our  own 
country  and  in  foreign  lands.  His  publications  were  nu- 
merous, and  were  to  a  large  extent  vindications  of  the  doc- 
trine and  polity  of  the  Church  which  he  loved.  No  Presby- 
terian is  ignorant  of  the  promptitude,  courage  and  address 
with  which  he  came  forward  on  more  than  one  occasion,  when 
what  he  deemed  important  truth  was  assailed.  As  a  writer 
he  was  remarkable  for  the  purity  and  perspicuity  of  his 
style,  and  the  absence  of  all  meretricious  ornament.  He 
was  a  great  reader,  and  was  accustomed  to  enrich  his  works 
with  numerous  and  apt  citations  from  other  authors.  As  an 
instructor,  he  was  laborious,  full  and  lucid.  For  six  and 
thirty  years  he  occupied  the  chair  of  Ecclesiastical  History 
and  Church  Government ;  with  a  respect  from  all  concerned, 
which  augmented  with  his  age. 

It  is  impossible  to  remember  Dr.  Miller,  without  thinking 
of  him  as  a  Christian  gentleman.  Without  an  approach  to 
stiffness,  he  was  urbane  and  elegant  in  all  the  forms  of  the 
best  society,  with  which  indeed  he  had  always  mingled.  He 
was  cheerful  and  cordial  in  his  greetings,  lively  in  conversa- 
tion, and  fond  of  social  intercourse.  It  was  to  this  that 
the  founding  and  continuance  of  a  clerical  association  was 
due,  in  which  he  and  his  ministerial  friends  met  at  one 
another's  houses  during  many  years.  He  was  the  charm  of 
mixed  companies ;  being  rich  in  topics  of  discourse,  and 
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happy  beyond  most  men  in  apposite  aneodote  and  hiBtorical 
leminisoenoe.  Indeed  we  have  never  known  any  one  wbo 
could  give  such  magical  effect  to  little  ebollitions  of  hnmomr, 
which  repeated  by  the  lips  of  others  seemed  to  lose  all  th^ 
aroma.  But  nothing  so  marked  his  character  as  his  evan- 
gelical piety.  It  was  the  opinion  of  his  cdQeagae^  that  in 
this  Dr.  Miller  steadily  grew,  till  the  very  last.  He  bved 
the  cause  of  his  Master,  and  was  unwearied  in  his  endeavonn 
to  promote  it.  The  work  of  preaching  the  Gospel  was  Ub 
delight.  Unsatisfied  with  the  opportunities  afibrded  by  the 
Seminary  Chapel,  the  College  and  the  village  church,  he 
readily  complied  with  every  invitation  from  abroad,  and  until 
extreme  old  age  was  accustomed  to  go  to  the  neighbouring 
congregations  on  every  side,  and  uiusought  to  bestow  those 
labours  which  were  always  welcome  and  edifying. 

We  have  already  spoken  of  the  inviolable  sacredness  of 
firatemal  regard  which  for  nearly  forty  years  subsisted  be- 
tween him  and  his  colleague.  During  this  long  period  the 
thread  of  their  lives  had  been  entwined  tc^ether,  with  in- 
creasing closeness.  They  were  mutual  advisers  and  c(Mifiden- 
tial  friends,  and  rejoiced  in  each  other's  progress,  happinesB^ 
and  acceptance  with  the  church.  Their  differences  of  opinion, 
which  were  slight  and  few,  were  matters  for  amicable  repartee, 
but  never  caused  them  even  for  an  hour  to  draw  in  difier^t 
directions ;  no  one  ever  dreamed  of  such  a  thing  as  a  faction 
for  one  or  the  other.  It  was  most  natural,  therefore,  that  Dr. 
Alexander  should  look  with  sadness  upon  the  tokens  of  de- 
cline in  his  respected  brother.  For  some  months  Dr.  Miller 
had  been  subject  to  attacks  of  disease,  and  at  length  was  en- 
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tiidy  oonfined  to  bis  house.  His  decline^  howerer,  was 
denoted  more  by  great  debility  than  by  severe  pain.  Amidst 
it  all,  he  was  calm  and  believing.  Foreseeing  his  departure 
with  an  unerring  eye,  he  was  resolute  in  his  assertion  of  all 
the  truths  which  he  had  taught,  and  humbly  confident  in  his 
expressions  of  hope  in  Jesus  Christ.  Dr.  Alexander  thus 
briefly  records  his  decease.  ^^  Dr.  Miller's  health  had  been 
declining  for  several  months.  He  had  scarcely  any  disease, 
except  the  decay  of  old  age.  By  degrees  he  sunk,  until  the 
seventh  of  this  month,  when  he  gave  up  his  spirit  to  Gkni 
who  gave  it.  He  was  calm  and  comfortable  in  mind  during  his 
whole  confinement.  He  expressed  no  very  lively  feelings,  but 
was  troubled  with  no  fears  or  doubts.  A  day  or  two  before 
his  death,  I  asked  him  whether  any  dark  cloud  at  any  time 
came  over  his  mind  ;  he  replied,  *  None  whatever.' "  * 

Among  all  who  surrounded  his  grave,  there  was  none 
whose  mind  was  more  deeply  solemn  than  his  aged  colleague, 
who  pronounced  a  simple  but  touching  ftmeral  discourse.  It 
is  much  to  be  regretted  that  no  full  report  of  this  was  ever 
made.  The  notes  which  exist  among  his  papers  are  no  more 
than  hints  for  the  aid  of  memory  :  yet  even  these  fragments 
we  feel  it  to  be  duty  to  subjoin  in  part.  A  large  portion  is 
manifestly  lost.  The  text  was  Hebrews  xi.  13  ;  "  These  all 
died  in  faith,''  &c. 

"The  Eeverend  Dr.  Miller  was  bom  in  the  town  of 
Dover,  in  the  State  of  Delaware.  His  father  was  the  pastor 
of  a  Presbyterian  church  in  that  place,  then  flourishing,  but 
of  late  years  almost  extinct.     His  early  eduction  was  ob- 

*  Letter  to  Mn.  Graham,  Jan.  80,  1850. 
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tained  under  the  special  tuition  of  his  &ther.  In  this  best 
of  all  schools  he  was  prepared  to  enter  college  ;  and  when  of 
suitable  age  he  resorted  to  the  University  of  Pennsylvaniay 
where  in  due  time  he  was  graduated.  He  had  selected  the 
ministry  of  the  Gospel  as  his  profession ;  impelled,  we  have 
no  doubt,  by  a  sincere  desire  to  glorify  Gtod  and  do  good  to 
men  ;  but  the  speaker  has  no  particular  acquaintance  with 
the  early  religious  exercises  of  the  deceased."  Here  occurs 
a  chasm. — "Being  always  careful  in  his  preparations,  and 
possessing  a  neat  and  perspicuous  style  und  a  graceful  elocu- 
tion, he  continually  grew  in  popularity  ;  and  as  his  preach- 
ing was  truly  evangelical,  it  was  highly  acceptable  to  serious 
Christians.  At  an  age  much  earlier  than  usual,  he  was 
honoured  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity,  by  one  of 
the  eastern  Colleges  ;  a  distinction  which  he  afterwards  re- 
ceived from  other  sources  ;  as  well  as  recently  that  of  Doctor 
of  Laws.  During  twenty  years  he  continued  as  a  pastor  in 
the  city  of  New- York,  Before  the  decease  of  Dr.  Rodgers, 
the  Butgers-street  church  was  separated  from  the  Coll^iate 
church,  and  called  Dr.  MiUedoler ;  and  at  the  decease  of  Dr. 
Rodgers  the  Collegiate  church  was  divided  into  the  Wall- 
street  and  the  Brick  church.  Of  the  former  Dr.  Miller 
became  the  pastor,  and  laboured  acceptably  among  that 
people,  until  in  the  spring  of  1813  he  was  chosen  Professor 
of  Ecclesiastical  History  and  Church  Government,  in  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  this  place  ;  and  in  the  autunm  of 
the  same  year,  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office. 

"  It  may  be  remarked,  that  no  man  in  the  Church  had 
been  more  zealous  and  active  in  founding  this  Institution, 
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than  Dr.  Mffler.  He  and  Dr.  Green  may  more  properly  be 
considered  its  founders  than  any  other  persons.  Others  aided 
by  their  counsels  and  occasional  exertions,  but  these  two 
devoted  themselves  with  untiring  zeal  to  the  prosecution  <^ 
the  object,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  their  exertions 
crowned  with  succesa  At  this  time,  Dr.  Miller,  so  far  €is  I 
kuow,  was  not  thought  of  as  a  professor  ;  and  I  am  per- 
suaded the  thought  was  entirely  foreign  from  his  own  mind. 
In  connection  with  this  Institution  he  ha^  continued  until  the 
day  of  his  death. 

^^  Besides  labouring  in  his  appropriate  vocation,  he  has 
very  firequently  preached  in  this  and  the  neighbouring 
churches ;  and  I  think  I  may  say,  that  I  never  knew  a 
minister,  who  delighted  more  in  preaching  the  Gospel.  As 
he  advanced  in  life,  it  appeared  to  his  friends  that  his 
preaching  became  more  spiritual  and  evangelical.  Even  to 
the  time  when  the  decay  of  physical  strength  confined  him 
to  the  house,  he  sought  opportunities  of  delivering  the  Gt)6- 
pel  message  to  the  congregations  in  the  vicinity.  As  to  his 
writings,  which  are  numerous,  and  his  professional  labours,  I 
need  not  speak.  Of  his  ability,  learning  and  fidelity,  there 
are  hundreds  of  witnesses  scattered  over  th^land.'' 

"  The  character  of  our  deceased  fnend  and  brother  may 
be  thus  summed  up.  In  all  the  private  and  domestic  rela- 
tions of  life  he  was  exemplary. — ^As  a  neighbour  he  was  kind 
and  courteous  to  all,  and  exactly  just  in  his  dealings.  As  a 
minister  he  was  faithful  and  evangelical,  and  was  accustomed 
to  present  the  truths  of  the  Gospel  in  a  manner  so  distinct 
and  methodical,  that  his  discourses  could  not  only  be  under- 
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stood  "With  ease,  bat  readily  lemembefed  by  the  attentive 
hearer. — ^As  a  member  of  church  judicatories,  he  was  an 
able  advocate  for  [truth],  a  warm  fiirad  to  expmmental 
and  practical  piety,  and  of  course  a  fiiend  of  revivals.  No 
member  of  our  Church  has  done  more  to  explain  and  de^id 
her  doctrines  than  our  deceased  brother.  With  his  col- 
leagues he  was  uniformly  cordial ;  and  /  have  never  haown 
a  man  more  entirely  free  from  vainglory y  envy,  andjealouay. 
To  the  students  under  his  care  he  was  paternal  and  af- 
fectionate.'' 

We  cannot  more  appropriately  close  what  relates  to  the 
union  of  these  two  men,  than  by  giving  insertion  to  an  ex^ 
tract  from  a  letter  fix)m  Dr.  Miller,  to  the  Bev.  Henry  A. 
Boardman,  D.  D.,  of  Philadelphia.  It  has  a  pathos  which 
will  go  to  many  a  heart. 

"PBDfOEiON,  Feb,  28,  1849. 

"  I  thank  you,  my  dear  brother,  for  the  kind  expressions 
which  you  employ  on  the  prospect  of  my  retiring  from  offica 
I  am,  indeed,  nearly  worn  out.  Far  advanced  in  my 
eightieth  year,  I  have  outlived  all  my  relatives,  and  aU  my 
own  expectations,  and  am  compassed  about  with  so  many 
infirmities,  that  I  am  persuaded  a  longer  continuance  in 
office  would  be  in  no  respect  just,  either  to  the  Seminary  or 
myself.  Yet  in  looking  forward  to  retirement  from  official 
labour,  and  especially  to  that  day  which  is  near  at  hand, 
when  I  must  'put  off  this  tabernacle,'  I  desire* to  bless  Qod 
for  the  humble  hope  which  I  am  permitted  to  entertain,  that 
I  have  so  good  a  home  to  go  to,  where  there  will  be  no 
more  infirmity,  and  especially  no  more  sin  ;   but  perfect 
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viion  and  oonfbnnity  to  Him  who,  though  he  was  rich^  for 
oar  Bakes  became  poor,  that  we  through  his  povertj  mig^t 
be  rich. 

'^  I  desire  to  miite  with  yon,  my  dear  brother,  in  thanks- 
giving to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  that  our  beloved 
Seminaiy  has  been  made  so  useful  to  our  Zion,  by  training 
so  large  a  portion  of  our  ministry  under  the  same  teacheis  ; 
and  I  hope  I  have  some  sincere  gratitude  that  I  have  been 
permitted  to  occupy  a  place,  and  take  some  humble  part  in 
this  hallowed  work.  But  I  can  truly  say  that  the  sentiment 
which  most  strongly  and  prominently  occupies  my  mind,  is 
that  of  thankfdlness  that  the  Lord  has  been  pleased  to  unite 
me  with  colleagues  so  wise,  so  faithful,  so  much  superior 
to  myself,  and  so  eminently  adapted  to  be  a  blessing  to  the 
Church.  I  consider  it  as  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  of 
my  life  to  be  united  with  such  men,  and  pre-eminently  with 
my  senior  colleague,  whose  wisdom,  prudence,  learning,  and 
peculiar  piety  have  served  as  an  aid  and  guide  to  myself,  as 
well  as  to  others.  I  desire  to  leave  it  on  record  for  the  eye 
of  intimate  friendship,  that  in  my  own  estimation  my  union 
with  these  beloved  men  has  been  the  means  of  adding  to  my 
own  respectability  and  my  own  usefulness  far  more  than  I 
could  ever,  humanly  speaking,  have  attained,  either  alone  or 
in  association  with  almost  any  other  men.  I  desire  espe- 
cially to  feel  thankftd  that  I  ever  saw  the  face  of  my  vene- 
rated senior  colleague.  He  has  been  for  thirty-six  years,  to 
me  a  counsellor,  a  guide,  a  prop,  and  a  stay,  under  God,  to 
a  degree  which  it  would  not  be  easy  for  me  to  estimate  or 
acknowledge. 
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"The  union  in  our  Faculty  has  been  complete.  And 
the  solid  basis  of  the  whole  has  been  a  perfect  agreement 
on  the  part  of  all  of  us  in  an  honest  subscription  to  our  doc- 
trinal formularies.  There  has  been  no  discrepance — no  pull- 
ing in  different  directions  here. 

"  Hoping  to  see  you  in  a  few  days,  I  am,  my  dear  sir^ 
your  friend  and  brother  in  Christiioi  bonds. 

"  Samuel  Milleb." 

From  his  more  important  correspondence  we  here  select 
a  letter  addressed  by  him  to  Bishop  Meade  of  Virginia. 
This  excellent  man  had  written  to  him  a  proper  and  .Chris- 
tian conmiunication,  informing  him,  that  a  passage  in  his 
"  Religious  Experience"  had  been  quoted  as  favouring  certain 
errors  respecting  Baptismal  Regeneration.^ 

DB.   ALEXANDEB   TO   THE   BT.   BEV.  WILLIAM  MEADE. 

**  Pmaoxtwx,  M<ty  8,  1S4«. 

"  Rev.  and  Deab  Sib  : — 

"  Tour  favour  of  the  28th  ult.  came  to  hand  two  days 
ago,  and  would  have  received  an  earlier  answer  ;  but  on  in- 
quiry, I  could  not  obtain  a  copy  of '  Religious  Experience,'  in 
my  house  or  in  the  Seminary,  so  that  I  had  to  send  to  Phila- 
delphia for  a  copy.  Upon  examining  the  passage  to  which  you 
refer,  as  supposed  by  some  to  be  erroneous,  I  find  nothing 
which  I  should  wish  to  alter.  The  sentiments  expressed  are  in 
perfect  accordance  with  the  doctrines  received  as  orthodox  by 
our  Church,  and  may  be  found  in  Chamock  and  Owen,  and  in 
Dr.  Buchanan's  late  work  on  the  Spirit.     If,  however,  I  had 

*  From  a  copy  retained  by  Dr.  Alexander. 
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fbieseen  the  perversioii  which  some  have  made  of  my  real 
opinion,  I  would  perhaps  have  avoided  the  use  of  the  phrase, 
*  baptismal  regeneration ; '  but  I  have  clearly  explained  that 
my  meaning  was,  that  as  infants  are  capable  of  regenera- 
tion before  the  use  of  reason,  that  blessing  might  be  granted 
at  the  moment  when  they  were  made  the  subjects  of  an  ordi- 
nance, which  is  iatended  to  give  an  emblematical  repre- 
sentation of  that  change.  And  although  I  have  intimated 
that  there  was  a  greater  probability  of  the  child  being  re- 
generated at  the  time  of  its  baptism,  than  at  any  other 
period  of  infancy  ;  yet  so  far  fix>m  believing  that  we  had 
many  cases  of  *  sanctification  from  the  womb,'  in  our  day,  I 
have  said,  *  The  reason  why  it  is  believed  that  regeneration 
does  ncJt  usually  accompany  baptism,  is  simply  because  no 
evidences  of  spiritual  life  appear  in  baptized  children  more 
than  in  those  which  remain  unbaptized.'  (See  p.  26,  3d 
edition.) 

"As  infants,  according  to  the  creed  of  all  reformed 
churches,  are  infected  with  original  sin,  they  cannot,  without 
r^neration,  be  qualified  for  the  happiness  of  heaven. 
Children,  dying  in  infancy,  must  therefore  be  regenerated 
without  the  instrumentality  of  the  Word  ;  and  as  the  Holy 
Scriptures  have  not  informed  us  that  any  of  the  human 
fiunily  departing  in  infancy  will  be  lost,  we  are  permitted  to 
hope  that  all  such  will  be  saved.  I  am  aware  that  an  ex- 
cellent and  evangelical  minister  of  your  Church  has,  in  a 
late  work  against  Puseyism,  maintained  that  children,  before 
the  exercise  of  reason,  are  incapable  of  regeneration  ;  but  this 
is  a  new  theory,  contrary  to  all  the  sound  doctrines  of  your 
Church  as  well  as  mine. 
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"  The  sentiment  which  you  from  memory  attribnte  to  me, 
[ig  fcmnded  on]  the  following  citation^ '  that  you  affinn  that 
when  the  evidences  of  r^neration  appear  in  the  young,  the 
Feneration  is  to  be  referred  back  to  its  baptism,  without  as- 
cribing any  efficacy  to  the  word  sown,'  &c.  The  sentiment 
here  asscribed  to  me  I  do  not  find  in  the  book  ;  and  certainly 
it  is  no  opinion  which  I  hold.  Bat  I  do  maintain  that  the 
germ  of  spiritual  life  may  be  communicated  to  the  soul  of  an 
in&nt,  which  of  course  remains  inactive,  as  does  the  principle 
of  sin,  until  after  the  exercise  of  reason  and  conscience  it  is 
developed ;  and  this  development,  or,  in  other  wowis,  the 
actual  exercise  of  repentance  toward  God,  and  faith  in  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  is  altogether  by  the  Wordy  without  which 
the  exerdses  of  piety  are  inconceivable. 

^^  But  the  doctrine  referred  to  above,  that  infants  are  in- 
capable of  being  regenerated  until  they  are  capable  of  attend- 
ing to  the  Word,  is,  in  my  opinion,  fraught  with  consequen- 
ces subversive  of  our  whole  system.  For,  if  in&nts  are  inca- 
pable (rf  a  holy  principle,  the  same  must  be  true  of  a  sinful 
principle  ;  and  then  the  whole  doctrine  of  ^ birth  sin'  or  na- 
tural depravity  is  set  aside.  It  may  remove  some  obscurity 
from  the  subject  of  the  opinions  expressed  by  me,  [to  say] 
that  we  are  accustomed,  in  treating  the  subject  of  r^enera- 
tion  with  accuracy,  to  distinguish  between  it  and  conversion. 
The  one  is  the  communication  of  spiritual  life ;  the  other 
is  its  exercise.  Where  reason  and  the  moral  faculty  are  de- 
veloped, the  latter  uniformly  follows  the  former ;  but  in 
in^ts,  where  reason  is  not  in  exercise,  the  one  may  exist 
without  the  other ;   but  as  soon  as  the  child  becomes  a 
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moiai  agent,  then  this  new  life,  uncbr  iJ^  if^uenoe  cf  the 
Wordy  will  be  manifested. 

^^  The  doctrine  which  I  hold  respecting  in&nts  may  be 
ittnstiated  by  the  case  of  a  seed  which  contains  a  vital  prin- 
ciple,  which,  however,  remains  inactive  until  it  is  placed  in 
&voarable  circumstances  ;  when  under  the  influence  of  sun, 
rain,  &c.,  v^tation  commences,  and  the  seed  springs  forth 
visibly  into  Ufe.  Suppose  a  dead  seed  to  be  impregnated  with 
a  vital  principle,  and  you  have  my  idea  of  regeneration. 

^^  I  thank  you  for  the  two  catechisms  which  you  were  so 
kind  as  to  send  me.  I  will  peruse  them  with  pleasure  when 
I  have  a  little  leisure. 

'^  I  am,  with  high  respect,  yours,  &c.,  &c. 

"A.  A. 
"Bight  Bev.  W.  Mbadb.'' 

There  were  two  of  his  last  pubUc  appearances  away  from 
home,  which  seem  to  deserve  a  record  from  us.  The  first  of 
these  concerns  the  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  New  Jersey  at 
Elizabethtown  in  1850. 

db.  magib  to  jambs  w.  albxakdbb. 

'^MyDeabSib:— 

"  You  ask  me  for  some  account  of  your  father's  last  visit 
to  Elizabethtown  ;  and  with  sincere  pleasure  I  comply  with 
your  request.  It  was  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Synod 
of  New  Jersey,  just  one  year  before  that  held  in  Princeton, 
during  the  sessions  of  which  the  Lord  permitted  him  to  enter 
upon  his  final  rest.    Many  of  us  never  expected  another 
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opportunity  of  looking  upon  his  bdoved  fitoe^  or  listening  to 
his  cheering  and  animating  voice. 

^^  A  few  months  before^  he  had  spent  a  Sabbath  with  my 
people,  and  preached  a  sermon  to  youth,  which  is  still  re- 
numbered and  spoken  of  with  the  deepest  interest.  We 
then  considered  it  doubtful  whether  he  should  be  able  to  at- 
tend the  meeting  of  Synod.  StiU  on  the  appointed  day  he 
was  here,  and  appeared  to  be  in  quite  good  health  and  spirits. 
On  both  these  occasions  he  was  an  inmate  of  my  &mlly,  and 
had  I  leisure,  I  should  love  to  speak  of  his  pleasant  inter- 
course with  us,  and  especially  of  the  calm,  earnest,  and  com- 
prehensive prayers  he  offered  for  me  and  mine.  His  presence 
seemed  to  make  our  house  like  ^  a  field  which  the  Lord  has 
blessed.'  As  the  meetings  of  Synod  were  progressing,  I  in- 
vited a  number  of  his  former  students  to  meet  him  at  my 
table.  We  enjoyed  these  interviews,  and  he  evidently  en- 
joyed them  too.  Kow  and  then  he  indulged  a  little  in  the 
quiet  humour  which  always  distinguished  him,  and  which 
added  zest  and  life  to  his  conversation.  But  every  thing  was 
seasoned  with  grace. 

"  It  was,  however,  of  his  appearance  in  the  Synod  that 
I  intended  chiefly  to  speak.  There  he  was  the  same  wise, 
kind,  unobtrusive  man  he  ever  was  in  such  bodies,  neither 
putting  himself  forward  to  mingle  in  every  little  debate,  nor 
declining  to  give  his  opinion  when  the  nature  of  the  business 
required  it.  I  have  often  admired  his  conduct  in  this  re- 
spect, and  could  wish  it  had  more  imitators.  Dr.  Alexander 
was  not  one  of  those  who  oonclude  that  nothing  is  well  done 
which  they  have  not  had  the  shaping  of 
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"  You  know  it  is  the  custom  of  our  Synod  to  devote  one 
evening  to  public  prayer  and  exhortation  ;  and  I  was  very 
desirous  that  your  father  should  make  one  of  the  addresses. 
Accordingly  as  Chairman  of  the  Conmiittee  of  Arrangements, 
I  mentioned  the  matter  to  him.  At  first  he  said,  ^  I  am  too 
old,  you  must  select  some  other  person.'  I  replied — *  You  see, 
sir,  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  ministers  of  the  Synod 
have  been  your  pupils,  and  this  may  be  the  last  time  that 
they  will  ever  have  the  privilege  of  listening  to  your  voice.' 
He  seemed  struck  with  the  suggestion,  but  said  nothing 
fiu*ther.  In  the  evening  he  made  his  address,  and  though  he 
seemed  feeble  at  first,  his  words  had  the  same  life  and  power 
with  those  which  we  had  often  heard  in  his  earlier  days.  It 
was  such  a  strain  of  affectionate  counsel  as  only  a  man  like 
him  could  give.  He  commenced  with  a  reference  to  the  fact, 
that  he  found  himself  standing  in  the  presence  of  many  who 
had  once  been  his  beloved  pupils ;  and  as  he  went  on  to 
urge  us  to  quit  ourselves  like  men,  for  God,  and  the  great 
interests  of  his  kingdom,  he  appeared  to  be  talking  to  us  as 
fix)m  the  very  gates  of  the  celestial  city.  It  is  scarcely  too 
much  to  say,  that  we  beheld  his  face  as  if  it  had  been  the 
face  of  an  angel.  His  heart  was  melted,  and  our  hearts  were 
melted  likewise. 

^^  Even  qialdng  some  abatement  for  the  mingled  feelings 
of  veneration  and  love  with  which  we  regarded  him,  I  must 
say,  it  was  one  of  his  very  best  efforts.  He  felt  evidently 
that  it  was  the  last  time.  Every  thing  in  his  manner,  his 
looks,  and  the  tones  of  his  voice,  as  well  as  in  the  words  he 
uttered,  indicated  that  he  stood  on  the  very  verge  of  heaven,^.. 
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and  was  ftilly  ready  to  say,  I  hare  fought  a  good  fight^  I 
have  finifthed  my  course^  I  have  kept  the  fSuth ;  hencefiyrth 
there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the 
Lord  the  righteous  Judge  shall  give  me  at  that  day.  And 
it  was  the  last  time.     Most  of  us  saw  his  &ce  no  more. 

'^  Ghreat  and  good  man  I  May  his  mantle,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  beloved  Miller,  £eJ1  on  idl  our  rising  ministry  !  Then 
would  Zion  arise  and  shine,  her  light  being  come,  and  the 
f^ory  of  the  Lord  risen  upon  her. 

"  Very  truly  and  affectionately  yours, 

"David  Magib." 

The  other  visit  was  to  the  church  in  South  Trenton, 
which  he  had  regarded  with  much  interest,  as  the  pastor  had 
been  one  of  his  pupils.  From  this  friend  we  have  derived 
the  statement  which  follows.  It  was  a  beautiM  summer 
day,  July  27,  1851,  and  a  communion  Sabbath.  As  the 
church-edifice  was  incomplete,  the  services  took  place  in  the 
Mercer  Court  House.  Dr.  Alexander  preached  on  that  oc- 
casion to  the  edification  and  delight  of  all  who  heard  ^rnn^ 
and  also  rendered  most  valuable  assistance  at  the  table.  He 
was  apprehensive  lest  he  might  be  seized  with  a  faintness,  to 
which  he  had  been  subject  at  times,  but  nothing  of  the  kind 
occurred.  The  sermon  was  rich  in  Bible  truth  and  Christian 
experience,  and  in  manner  he  was  more  than  usually  ani- 
mated, solemn  and  impressive,  to  the  very  close.  Jn  the 
afternoon  he  made  an  address  to  the  Sabbath  School  The 
room  was  crowded  almost  to  suffocation.  His  venerable  ap* 
pearance,  penetrating  eye,  silvery  locks  and  tremulous  voice, 
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all  liad  a  tendency  to  increase  the  interest  which  all  present^ 
fiom  the  oldest  to  the  youngest^  felt  in  the  distinguished 
speaker^  as  in  a  serious  hut  &miliar  manner  he  commenced 
by  saying  :  *'  In  a  hundred  years,  every  one  who  hears  me 

now  will  be  in  heaven  or  in  hell ! This  is  the  last 

time  I  expect  to  address  you.  You  will  probably  never  see 
me  again.  But  you  will  remember  what  I  tell  you  long  after 
I  am  dead  and  gone.  You  will  remember  that  an  old  man 
addressed  you  on  this  occasion.  When  a  little  boy,  only  five 
or  six  years  old,  I  remember  hearing  an  old  man  preach  the 
Gkwpel,  just  as  you  hear  me  now.  I  remember  how  gray  his 
hair  was,  and  how  old  he  looked,  and  how  he  was  dressed. 
And  I  never  can  forget  the  text  that  he  preached  from.  It 
was  these  words :  '  If  any  man  love  not  the  Lord  Jesus 
Ohiist,  let  him  be  anathema  maranaiha'  I  did  not  then 
know  the  meaning  of  these  hard  words,  but  the  minister  went 
on  to  explain  them,  and  said  that  if  we  did  not  love  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  should  all  be  accursed  of  God  and  de- 
voted to  destruction.  And  this  I  repeat  in  your  hearing 
this  day,  my  young  friends.  If  you  do  not  love  the  Saviour 
you  will  be  destroyed.  You  can  never  enjoy  his  favour  and 
blessing  unless  you  love  him  with  all  your  hearts,  and  do 
whatsoever  he  has  commanded  you.  Bemember  it  is  an  old 
man  that  tells  you  so— on  the  authority  of  the  Word  of 
Goi  When  you  go  home,  write  it  down  that  on  this,  July 
27,  A.  D.  1851,  Dr.  Alexander,  an  old  man,  addressed  the 
Sunday  School,  and  said,  '  If  any  man  love  not  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  let  him  be  anathema  maranatha.'  Bemember 
it  is  an  old  man  that  tells  you  se.'     These  are  a  few  of  the 
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words^  and  a  very  imperfect  sketch  at  best  of  what  fell  fitHn 
his  lips  on  that  occasion,  which  can  never  be  forgotten  by 
the  hundreds  of  children  and  youth,  together  with  their 
teachers,  who  heard  him.  Even  the  youngest  child  had  its 
eyes  fastened  on  him  to  the  last,  drinking  in  the  words  which 
he  spake,  while  all  listened  with  breathless  attention  to  this 
fisirewell  address. 

^^  This  I  believe  was  the  last  time  this  venerable  man  ever 
preached  the  Gospel  out  of  Princeton,  and  it  was  a  good 
day's  work.  How  faithfully  that  work  was  performed,  how 
full  of  holy  zeal  for  his  Master  and  of  love  to  the  souls  <^ 
his  fellow-men,  there  are  multitudes  of  living  witnesses  in  our 
midst  who  can  testify,  some  of  whom  we  humbly  hope  shall 
rise  up  in  the  judgment  and  call  him  blessed." 

Our  labours  concerning  the  events  of  Dr.  Alexander's 
active  life  are  now  brought  to  a  close.  But  before  we  ap- 
proach the  scenes  of  the  termination,  it  may  be  allowed  us 
to  recur  for  a  little  to  the  general  aspect  of  his  declining 
years.  In  person  he  was  certainly  much  changed,  but  not 
in  the  way  which  gives  painful  indication  of  infirmity.  As 
we  have  found  him  repeatedly  saying  in  his  letters,  he  was 
enjoying  the  sense  of  health,  more  than  in  his  years  of  prime. 
His  body  was  fuller,  and  his  eye  had  not  waxed  dim.  When 
he  chose  it,  which  was  rarely,  he  was  competent  to  extra- 
ordinary exertion.  His  hearing  was  acute  to  the  last,  and 
with  the  aid  of  glasses  he  used  his  sight  without  complaint. 
His  love  of  children,  of  family  chat,  of  visits  from  friends, 
of  psalmody,  and  of  the  daily  journals,  was  undiminished. 
As  he  walked  home  from  an  evening  service,  he  said  to  one 
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of  his  &mljy  whom  be  almoet  outstripped  in  the  laj^dity  of 
Us  step,  ^^  I  begin  to  tbink  there  is  a  literality  in  that  say- 
ing of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  xl.  30,  ^  But  they  that  wait  cm 
the  Lord  shall  renew  their  strwigth/  "  On  the  day  of  his  en- 
tering his  seventy-eighth  year,  he  visited  the  house  of  his  eldest 
son,  played  gaily  with  the  children,  and  seemed  as  alert  and 
keen  as  in  his  best  days.  His  attention  to  his' grandchildren 
was  remarkable.  They  clambered  upon  his  knee  as  freely 
as  their  parents  had  done  b^ore  them,  were  instructed  by 
his  drawings  and  his  tales,  and  seemed  to  give  him  on- 
mingled  delight.  He  often  prayed  over  them,  laying  oa 
th^n  his  hands  in  benediction. . 

It  was  ahnost  a  daily  remaik  in  the  house,  that  these 
were  his  best  days,  ev^i  in  natural  things,  and  that  he 
never  had  so  vivid  an  enjojnnent  of  life.  Such  was  his  own 
delightful  admission.  **  Old  &g^/'  said  he,  "  is  not  an  un- 
pleasant part  of  life,  where  health  and  piety  are  possessed.''^ 
A  host  of  physical  evils  which  had  beset  him  in  earlier  days, 
had  now  been  mercifully  removed.  His  simple  nourishment 
was  enjoyed  without  rule  or  scrapie,  and  the  morbid  vigils 
which  once  distressed  him  gave  place  to  balmy  sleep.  It 
was  apparent  to  every  one  that  he  was  in  higher  spirits,  even 
if  sometimes  his  alternations  of  depressed  feeling  would  re- 
turn. Occasionally  he  would  break  out  in  conversation  with 
all  the  exuberance  and  glee  of  his  youth ;  but  the  charac- 
teristic of  his  temper  vras  a  benignant  serenity.  From  our 
earliest  recollections,  he  had  been  accustomed  to  sit  |uid 
muse  in  the  evening  twilight,  often  prolonging  these  hours 

*  Letter  to  Mn.  Graham,  August  15,  1850. 
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fieur  beyond  the  time  when  lights  aie  usually  demanded. 
These  moments,  though  solemn^  appeared  to  be  pleasuiaUe. 
In  these  he  pursued  his  most  fruitful  trains  of  thou^t 
As  he  grew  older,  this  solitary  exercise  was  more  frequent 
and  protracted ;  and  in  no  instance  did  it  seem  to  merge 
into  any  thing  like  slumber.  It  was  a  period  to  be  giate- 
frdly  remembered,  as  one  of  singular  peace. 

From  what  has  been  extracted  from  his  correspondence, 
it  may  be  gathered  that  he  was  continually  meditating  on 
his  approaching  departure  ;  but  this  gave  no  sombre  colour- 
ing to  his  manner  or  his  words.  Though  he  never  spc^ 
except  by  incidental  allusion,  of  his  personal  experienoe,  it 
was  too  eyident  to  admit  of  doubt,  that  his  countenMice  was 
often  radiant  with  unconmion  spiritual  joys.  It  broke  out  in 
his  family  prayers,  in  his  singing  of  psalms  and  hynms, 
which  he  continued  in  the  domestic  service  till  the  very  last, 
and  especially  in  his  sermons  and  addresses  at  the  Lord's 
Table. 

Old  age  never  seemed  to  occur  to  him  as  affording  a  mo- 
tive to  relax  in  labour.  His  principle  was,  that  the  fiEtculties 
were  to  be  kept  in  vigour  by  perpetual  use.  The  same  had 
once  been  expressed  to  him  by  his  friend  Dr.  Rice  :  "  As  fiwr 
as  my  observation  goes,  there  are  two  errors  to  which  aged 
men  are  exposed.  One  is,  of  holding  on,  and  reftising  to 
admit  that  they  are  old.  We  have  seen  some  instances  of 
this.  The  other  is  precisely  opposite.  It  is  allowing  them- 
selves to  grow  prematurely  old.  Failing  to  exercise  their 
faculties,  they  become  rusty  and  move  like  an  old  door  whose 
hinges  are  never  oiled.     I  have  no  doubt  about  the  feet,  that 
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when  the  organs  thiongh  which  the  mind  acts^  fajl^  mental 
imbecility  ensues.  But  I  am  equally  certain,  that  ceasing 
to  exert  our  &culties  greatly  impairs  their  strength.  And  I 
am  convinced  that  when  a  man,  whose  life  has  been  very  ac- 
tive, rettreSf  he  very  soon  sinks  into  second  childhood.''* 
The  opinion  here  advanced  was  one  which  Dr.  Alexander 
cherished,  often  uttered,  and  persistently  acted  on  ;  with  an 
entire  success  which  seems  to  us  instructive.  His  own  words 
express  somewhat  characteristically  the  temper  of  his  mind 
in  regard  to  public  duty ;  it  was  only  a  few  months  before 
his  death,  that  he  thus  wrote. 

DB.    ALEXANDEB   TO   THE   BEV.    DB.   PLUMEB. 

"Princiton,  April  16,  1851. 

"  Bevebend  and  deab  Sib  : — 

"  To  relieve  your  mind  from  all  uneasiness  respect- 
ing the  expression  in  my  letter,  about  not  '  continuing  much 
longer  to  be  a  professor,'  I  would  inform  you,  that  on  this 
day  week  I  expect  to  enter  on  my  eightieth  year ;  and  of 
course  I  cannot  expect  to  *  continue  here  much  longer.'  I 
have  no  intention  of  resigning,  while  my  health  is  good,  and 
my  mind  sound.  If  I  should  be  seized  with  paraljrsis,  or 
some  other  disease  which  would  entirely  disqualify  me  for 
performing  the  duties  of  my  office,  I  might  deem  it  expe- 
dient to  resign ;  but  it  is  my  general  purpose  and  hope,  to 
die  in  the  harness.  My  health  and  spirits  were  never  better 
than  at  present ;  although  the  excitability  of  my  nervous 

*  Letter  of  Dr.  John  H.  Bioe,  January  8, 1880. 
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ByBtem  ocoacdonfl  seasons  of  depressioii  and  nneasjr  feeing, 
from  the  physical  state.  AU  I  want  is  a  stronger  faith. 
This  I  hope  I  lAall  receive  in  the  hottr  of  need,  in  answer  to 
many  prayers.  And  you  could  not  gratify  me  more  than  by 
your  declared  purpose  to  remember  me  in  your  prayers. 

"  With  kind  regards  to  Mrs.  Plumer  and  your  daughters, 
I  remain  very  truly  yours,  &o. 

"A.  A." 

During  this  time  he  veiy  much  ceased  to  go  abroad,  and 
confined  himself  most  of  the  day  to  his  study.  Here,  how- 
ever, he  was  to  be  found  neither  idle  nor  resting,  but 
generally  engaged  in  study,  and  to  an  extraordinary  extent 
in  writing.  There  was  scarcely  a  new  work  of  interest  in 
any  of  his  chosen  departments,  which  he  did  not  peruse. 
There  was  no  person  of  our  acquaintance  who  kept  himself 
more  abreast  of  the  literature  which  regards  the  Millennarian 
and  the  Geological  controversies.  On  all  such  topics  his  con- 
versation was  as  flowing  and  as  judicious  as  in  former  days. 
What  is  most  worthy  of  mention  is,  that  no  one  discovered 
or  suspected  the  slightest  decay  of  the  mental  powers.  On 
every  subject  to  which  he  applied  his  mind,  he  manifested 
not  only  soundness  but  quickness.  Though  he  sometimes 
complained  of  some  difficulty  in  remembering  names,  his 
friends  remarked  that  he  was  annoyed  by  the  same  many 
years  before.  It  was  observed  with  wonder  by  aU  his  family, 
that  Providence  seemed  to  have  given  him  full  exemption 
from  the  common  weaknesses  of  old  age. 

At  the  stroke  of  the  bell,  he  might  be  seen  without  &il, 
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tasohig  fix>m  hia  study  door,  and  going  acrosB  the  small  space 
which  divided  the  Seminary  from  his  grounds ;  much  bent, 
and  with  eyes  turned  to  the  ground,  as  he  paced  slowly  on, 
wrapped  in  his  cloak  and  with  his  profuse  silver  locks  waving 
in  the  wind;  but  often,  as  if  at  some  sudden  dash  of 
thought,  he  would  quicken  his  steps  aknost  to  running,  and 
ascend  the  threshold  with  alacrity.  This  was  a  peculiarity 
of  his  motion  all  his  life.  His  children  always  knew  his 
whereabout,  by  the  vivacity  of  his  changes,  and  used  to 
say  jocosely  that  he  never  closed  or  opened  a  door  softly,  and 
always  ran  up  stwrs.  With  his  manuscript  rolled  up  in  his 
hand,  he  took  the  chair,  and  afler  a  short  and  pertinent 
prayer,  b^aa  his  instructions.  They  were  always  such  as 
kept  his  pupils  in  wakeful  attention,  and  so  for  as  we  know 
were  not  less  acceptable  than  those  of  his  younger  life. 

It  has  been  said  that  he  continued  to  preach.  That  he 
should  have  done  this  with  so  much  pleasure  to  himself  and 
so  little  abatement  of  interest  in  his  audiences,  is  not  a  little 
soriffifling ;  especially  when  we  ccmsider  the  bodily  changes 
which  he  had  sustained.  His  voice  remained  clear,  and 
though  tending  to  play  too  much  among  the  upper  notes  of 
the  register,  had  no  weakness;  and  notwithstanding  the 
total  loss  of  teeth  his  articulation  was  perfect.  He  read 
bcm  his  manuscript  more  than  in  his  middle  life ;  but  often 
threw  in  new  matter,  and  almost  always  closed  with  an 
eztemparaaeous  apfdicaticm.  The  signal  for  this  was  the 
sudden  throwing  up  of  the  spectacles  upon  his  forehead ;  and 
he  would  then  enchain  the  attention  and  control  the  feelings 
of  the  assembly  in  a  manner  which  sometimes  reminded  them 
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of  his  best  efforts.  At  the  Sunday  afternoon  Ocmferenoe,  he 
still  loved  to  indulge  his  talent  for  original  and  animated 
remark ;  we  suppose  there  was  no  one  of  his  intellectual 
efforts  which  abode  more  in  its  pristine  vigour. 

No  observation  was  more  common  than  that  Dr.  Alexan- 
der was  unlike  most  old  men,  in  his  tolerance  for  the  changes 
of  the  day.  If  a  new  scheme  of  any  promise  was  on  foot, 
he  was  really  more  inclined  to  listen  and  to  fovour,  than 
most  younger  men.  The  passing  events  of  the  neighbour- 
hood and  the  country  awakened  his  inquisitive  interest.  In 
this  he  has  strikingly  reminded  us  of  Chancellor  Kent.  One 
reason  for  this  was  his  persevering  habit  of  learning  all  that 
public  journals  could  convey.  Another  reason  may  be  found 
in  his  almost  total  exemption  from  what  may  be  called  the 
pride  of  years.  He  was  in  no  such  sense  a  lavdator  tempo- 
rts  dctij  as  that  he  undervalued  or  disparaged  contemporaiy 
men  and  things.  We  have  no  recollection  of  ever  hearing 
him  hold  up  former  generations  of  ministers  as  models,  or 
lauding  the  works  and  methods  of  his  youth,  or  complainii^ 
of  deterioration  in  preaching.  He  was  sanguine  in  his  hopes 
for  both  Church  and  country,  and  favouraUe  even  to  a  &ult 
in  r^;ard  to  the  performances  of  junior  brethren.  Eveiy  one 
was  welcome  to  his  door ;  and  many  are  the  instances  in 
which  he  has  spent  an  hour  in  lively  conversation  with  some 
itinerant  chapman  or  agent,  whom  most  would  regard  as  a 
nuisance;  but  from  whom  he  always  contrived  to  learn 
8(nnething. 

On  a  former  page  we  have  employed  a  word  which  was 
often  on  his  lips,  and  which  more  than  all  others  denotes  the 
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blessedness  of  his  Christian  evening ;  it  was  Peace.  Some- 
times it  seemed  to  be  '  perfect  peace/  No  doud  is  known 
to  have  darkened  his  prospect  for  years,  in  r^ard  to  his  per- 
sonal acceptance  with  Gkni.  And  though  his  prayers  and 
disconrses  more  than  his  common  talk  were  the  vehicle  of 
his  joyful  thoughts,  it  was  a  pleasure  to  all  who  were  near 
him  to  observe  how  he  had  outlived  and  thrown  off  one  care 
and  anxiety  after  another,  until  he  stood  almost  inprocinctUj 
stript  and  ready,  for  the  last  conflict.  This  was  not  the  less 
edifying  or  delightful,  for  being  accompanied  with  a  serene 
and  healthful  interest  in  all  the  concerns  of  his  family  and 
his  calling  ;  and  it  seems  incredible  that  any  one  could  pass 
through  a  long  period  of  decline  with  less  burden  to  others 
or  less  exaction  from  them  on  the  score  of  infirmity  or  years. 
After  all,  we  feel  how  impossible  it  is  by  any  report  of  ours 
to  convey  an  adequate  impression  of  this  truly  happy  and 
beautiful  old  age. 
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CHAPTER  NINETEENTH. 
1851. 

ILUnn0 — LABT  HOUBB— DEATH. 

IT  has  been  already  said  that  the  months  immediately  pre- 
ceding his  last  illness  were  marked  with  unusual  bodily 
comfort.  He  was  alert  and  cheerful^  and  said  that  he  never 
felt  better.  The  last  sermon  that  he  ever  preached  was  de- 
livered to  the  students  in  the  Seminary  Chapel^  on  the  7th  of 
September,  from  the  words,  Isaiah  54 :  13,  "  All  thy  children 
shall  be  taught  of  Gkni."  The  Lord's  Supper  was  adminis- 
tered in  the  Fu^  Church  of  Princeton  on  the  14th  of  Sep- 
tember ;  on  which  occa^on  he  made  an  address  to  the  com- 
municants. This  was  his  last  public  service.  In  the  after- 
noon he  was  present  at  the  Conference  in  the  Seminary.  The 
subject  treated  was  the  Sacraments,  considered  as  Means  of 
Grace.  Feeling  slightly  indisposed  he  at  first  declined  to 
offer  any  remarks ;  but  after  Dr.  Hodge  had  spoken,  he  added 
a  few  words.  The  summer  heat  of  that  year  was  remark- 
ably extended  into  the  month  (tf  September,  and,  in  his  own 
apprehension,  predisposed  him  to  disease. 
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About  the  18th  of  September  he  began  to  be  more  induh 
posed,  but  for  a  number  of  days  only  in  a  slight  d^ree  ;  and 
he  continued  to  attend  his  dasses.  On  Sunday,  the  2l8t,  he 
would  have  gone  to  the  regular  service  in  the  Chapel,  but 
was  dissuaded  from  it  by  his  &mily.  He  seemed  exceeding* 
ly  reluctant  to  omit  his  lectures,  and  even  after  becoming  too 
unwell  to  leave  the  house,  dictated  the  syllabus  of  a  lecture 
on  Mental  Philosophy. 

About  a  week  after  his  seizure  he  had  an  interview  with 
Professor  Hodge,  firom  whose  notes  we  are  permitted  to  make 
an  extract,  preferring  his  simple  statement  to  any  prepared 
report.  "  On  going  over,"  says  Dr.  Hodge,  "  I  found  him 
reclining,  in  his  ordinary  dress,  upon  a  so&  in  the  study. 
As  I  entered  the  room,  he  reached  out  his  hand  to  me,  and 
for  the  first  time  in  my  life  called  me  his  dear  son  ;  and  said 
he  had  a  few  things  to  communicate,  to  which  he  did  not 
wish  me  to  make  any  reply.  He  said  that  his  impression  as 
to  his  situation  was  different  from  that  of  his  &mily.  They 
thought  he  was  getting  well ;  he  was  sure  he  was  going  to 
die.  His  increasing  weakness,  and  the  entire  loss  of  appetite 
convinced  him  that  he  could  not  recover.  After  much  re- 
flection, he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  never  was 
a  time  in  which  it  would  be  or  could  be  better  for  him  to 
leave  the  world.  He  never  had  felt  that  his  work  was  done 
before  now.  He  had  accomplished  every  thing  he  could  for 
his  fitmily,  and  thought  he  could  no  longer  be  of  service  to 
ihe  Seminary,  and  he  therefore  considered  that  it  was  desi* 
rable  he  should  not  recov^.  He  said,  he  spoke  thus  not 
from  any  bright  views  of  the  future,  which  he  had  not,  but 
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from  the  conyictioDB  of  his  ondeiBtanding.  He  had  neyer 
known  any  man  after  eighty  years  of  age  to  be  nsefdl,  and  he 
did  not  wish  to  drag  on  a  few  more  years  a  burden  to  him- 
self or  others.  His  views  of  divine  truth^  he  said,  remamed 
the  same  ;  and  as  to  comfort  and  support  in  dying,  he  had 
as  much  reason  to  expect  them  now  as  ever.  He  added, 
*  Now,  my  dear  son,  &rewell — ^you  will  never  see  me  again.' 
He  told  me  to  make  a  short  prayer — ^which  I  did,  he  adding 
Amen — ^with  peculiar  emphasis. 

"  As  I  was  about  to  withdraw,  he  said — ^  Yes  I  I  must 
see  you  again,  as  I  have  some  things  to  say  about  the  Semi- 
nary.' 

"  October  15th. — Dr.  Alexander  sent  for  me  again.  He 
was  still  in  his  study.  He  gave  me  his  account-bool  of  the 
scholarships  and  explained  to  me  what  he  wished  done  in 
reference  to  that  matter.  He  was  more  cheerful  than  when 
I  last  saw  him.  Spoke  of  his  dissolution  as  certainly  near 
at  hand,  and  gave  general  directions  about  his  funeral" 

The  disease,  which  took  the  form  of  a  diarrhoea,  now  in- 
creased, so  that  he  had  no  rest  day  or  night.  In  the 
morning,  instead  of  being  refreshed  he  was  quite  exhausted. 
But  until  a  week  before  his  death,  he  came  down  regularly 
to  his  study,  as  early  as  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  lay 
upon  the  so&  until  bedtime.  During  the  latter  part  of  this 
time,  however,  he  required  the  assistance  of  an  arm  to  lean 
upon.  For  the  last  week  of  his  thus  coming  down  he  seemed 
better ;  the  disease  was  somewhat  checked,  he  was  driven  out 
oooasionally,  and  continued  to  walk  into  another  room,  where 
he  listened  to  the  newspapers  and  other  reading,  and  seemed 
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mach  interested  in  all  that  was  going  on.  The  only  dis- 
tressing symptom  was  a  total  loss  of  appetite,  which  aU 
around  him  tried  in  vain  to  tempt. 

While  his  family  were  all  hoping  with  much  cheerfulness, 
his  own  judgment  of  his  case  never  wavered.  He  declared 
that  his  stomach  had  lost  all  tone,  and  that  he  diould  grad- 
ually sink.  In  remembering  the  perfect  calmness  with  which 
he  contemplated  every  symptom,  his  fiiends  now  wonder  that 
they  were  not  more  alarmed ;  for  in  his  previous  slight  ail- 
ments he  had  usually  been  much  discouraged.  But  his  com- 
posure in  speaking  of  his  approaching  dissolution  tended  to 
dispel  all  serious  apprehensions  of  the  result.  When  any 
new  article  was  prepared  for  him  by  his  loving  family  or  sent 
in  by  kind  friends,  he  would  say  with  the  utmost  cheerful- 
ness, ^^  My  stomach  has  lost  its  power,  and  cannot  react.'' 
From  the  very  first,  it  is  obvious  that  he  had  a  clear  under- 
standing of  his  case,  such  as  precluded  all  expectation  of 
recovery. 

On  the  17th  of  October,  for  the  first  time,  his  fsunily 
were  compelled  to  give  up  all  hope  of  his  amendment.  The 
change  on  that  day  was  marked  and  sudden.  He  had 
walked  down  as  usual  to  the  study,  with  the  assistance  of 
his  beloved  daughter,  but  was  evidently  weakened  by  the 
effi>rt.  During  the  day  his  debility  increased  so  much  that 
when  night  came  he  was  utterly  unable  to  walk.  He  was  very 
desirous  of  being  taken  to  his  chamber,  from  which  he  said 
he  should  never  descend  alive.  Accordingly,  by  the  kind  aid 
of  Mr.  Cleghom  of  the  Seminary  and  a  few  other  persons, 
he  was  carried  up  stairs  and  laid  upon  his  bed«    It  is  propei 
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to  say  that  the  day  before,  his  eldest  sod,  who  had  been  ab- 
sent in  Eurc^,  was  permitted  to  meet  him.  He  was  lying 
on  the  sofa,  mnch  emaciated,  but  with  a  conntenance  stri- 
kingly like  that  of  thirty  years  bdbre.  Taking  his  son  by  the 
hand,  he  gave  thanks  to  Gkxl  for  having  preserved  him,  and 
for  allowing  this  interview,  which  he  had  greatly  desired. 
He  then  proceeded  to  give  a  number  of  directions  and  ord^s^ 
with  perfect  composure  and  the  deliberation  of  one  who 
utters  a  series  of  charges  from  a  memcurandum.  There  was 
an  air  of  unearthly  authority  which  we  remember  with  awa. 
He  said  that  his  end  was  approaching,  and  that  all  arrange- 
ments had  been  completed  for  the  oomfort  and  sustenance 
g£  hii  fiimily.  To  this  son  he  then  gave  the  Hebrew  BiUe 
which  had  been  his  daily  companion  for  forty  years.  He 
designated  for  his  eldest  grandson  the  fine  Clarendon  Cicero, 
in  ten  quarto  volumes,  and  caused  us  for  the  second  boy  to 
dboose  between  Hesychius  and  Burmann's  quarto  Quintiliaa. 
He  had  previously  pointed  out  for  little  William  Alexander, 
one  of  his  grandchildren,  the  walking-stick  which  he  had 
bng  used.  These  things  were  done  with  all  the  calmness  and 
cheerMness  of  his  most  untroubled  days.  He  proceeded  to 
name  two  of  his  sons,  who  should  have  the  entire  oontr(d  of 
his  manuscripts,  and  of  any  notice  that  might  be  published 
of  his  life.  He  said  that  his  treatise  on  Moral  Bdence  was 
in  his  judgm^it  the  most  worthy  ot  being  edited.  After 
having  thus  settled  his  last  worldly  affitirs,  he  proceeded  to 
talk  freely  about  the  work  of  Qod  in  the  Reformed  Churdies 
abroad,  and  when  his  strength  was  exhausted,  dismissed  his 
son.    In  all  that  he  uttered  he  was  clear,  succinct,  and  de- 
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oided,  speakiBg  with  a  mien  which  carried  samething  of 
oommand.  The  writer  of  these  pages  may  be  allowed  to 
record  his  heartfelt  thanks  to  God,  for  the  privilege  of  thus 
beholding  once  more  the  £Me  of  an  honoured  fetther. 

During  his  illnefis  he  dictated  a  paper  to  be  taken  round 
fi)r  subscriptions  toward  the  relief  of  a  young  man  whose 
studies  had  been  interrupted  by  disease.  Only  two  or  three 
days  brfore  his  death  he  spoke  of  a  clergyman  whom  he  had 
met  on  the  railroad  some  time  befiDre,  and  to  whom  he  was 
rery  anxious  to  send  some  books.  The  name' of  this  stranger 
had  escaped  his  memory,  though  he  remembered  the  county 
and  presbytery  somewhere  near  BuffiJo. 

On  the  17th,  already  mentioned  as  his  last  day  below 
stairs,  he  gave  his  last  directions  to  his  beloved  wife  and  to 
his  children.  On  the  same  day  he  had  a  last  interview  with 
his  cherished  colleague  and  friend  Dr.  Hodge,  whose  memo* 
landum  we  will  not  mar  by  abridgment  or  change. 

"Oct.  17.  Saw  Dr.  Alexander  for  the  last  time.  He 
was  upstairs  in  bed.  He  said  he  had  sent  for  me  to  speak 
about  his  funeral.  He  said  as  Dr.  John  McDowell  had  from 
the  beginning  been  a  Director  of  the  Seminary,  and  was  one 
of  its  best  friends,  he  thought  him  the  proper  person  to 
preach  on.  the  occasion.  He  commissioned  me  to  make  the 
request  as  from  him,  with  the  injunction  not  to  utter  one 
word  of  eulogy.  *We  cannot,'  he  added,  ^prevent  people 
from  talking  about  us,  but  I  do  not  wish  any  delineation  of 
character  attempted,  nor  any  praise.'  He  then,  with  a 
smile,  handed  me  a  white  bone  walking-stick,  carved  and 
presented  to  him  by  one  of  the  chiefe  of  the  Sandwich 
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IdandSy  and  said,  '  Tou  mnst  leave  this  to  yoor  sacoessor  in 
office,  that  it  may  be  handed  down  as  a  kind  of  symbol  of 
orthodoxy/ 

^^  The  students  oi  the  Seminary  had  set  apart  this  day 
as  a  season  of  fitsting  and  prayer.  When  he  was  informed 
of  this  he  said,  ^  Give  them  my  blessing ;  but  tell  them  not 
to  pray  for  my  recovery,  which  is  now  out  of  the  question/ 
I  never  saw  him^more  himself— more  cheerful — almost  play- 
ful There  seemed  in  his  case  to  be  no  diiSerence  between 
fidth  and  sight.  He  spoke  of  this  world  and  of  the  next  in 
the  same  tone  of  cheerful  assurance,  passing  £rom  one  topic 
to  the  other  without  the  least  change  of  maimer.  There 
¥ras  no  excitement  nor  tension  of  feeling,  but  the  most  per- 
fect simplicity.  I  never  saw  and  never  imagined  a  death- 
bed where  there  was  so  little  of  death.  It  seemed  to  him 
as  an  ordinary  matter,  and  he  spoke  of  dying  with  the  same 
natural  cheerfulness,  with  which  he  would  have  spoken  of 
going  from  one  room  to  another.  Indeed  his  chamber  was 
the  most  cheerful  room  in  the  house.'" 

Either  on  this  day  or  the  preceding,  he  had  an  interview 
with  the  Rev.  William  E.  Schenck,  pastor  of  the  First 
Church,  a  gentleman  for  whom  he  had  sdways  cherished 
much  affection.  From  minutes  of  Mr.  Schenck,  intended 
solely  for  his  own  eye,  we  make  the  following  extracts. 

^^  It  was  on  the  morning  of  the  Thursday  preceding  Dr. 
Alexander's  death,  that  I  called  to  inquire  after  his  health. 
My  inquiries  having  been  answered  at  the  door  I  was  about 
to  leave,  when  I  was  called  back  by  one  of  his  sons,  who  said 
that  his  father  had  heard  I  was  at  the  door  and  desired  to  see 
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me.  As  I  entered  the  study  he  was  lying  on  the  sofa  in  his 
usnal  dress,  bnt  supported  by  pillows.  He  extended  his  hand 
in  a  yery  cordial  manner ;  on  taking  it  I  found  it  icy  cold. 
He  at  once  said  to  me  in  a  very  warm  and  tender  tone, '  My 
dear  young  friend,  I  have  much  desired  to  see  you  once 
more,  and  am  glad  to  have  this  opportunity.  I  wish  to  bid 
you  farewell.     You  wiU  see  me  no  more  in  this  life.' 

"  I  was  so  greatly  overcome  by  this  address  that  I  hardly 
knew  what  to  reply.  I  merely  said,  ^  I  trust  and  most  ear- 
nestly hope,  dear  sir,  that  you  may  yet  be  mistaken.  Should 
it  be  so,  we  are  confident  it  would  be  your  inexpressible  gain ; 
but  it  would  be  a  sorrowM  day  indeed  for  all  of  us  that 
should  survive.' 

^^  ^  I  feel  confident,'  said  he,  ^  that  I  am  not  mistaken.  I 
shall  not  live  long.  Nor  have  I  any  wish  to  stay  longer.  I 
have  lived  eighty  years,  which  is  more  than  the  usual  term 
of  human  life,  and  if  I  remain,  I  have  little  to  look  forward 
to,  but  infirmity  and  suflfering.  K  such  be  the  Lord's 
will,  I  feel  thoroughly  satisfied,  and  even  would  prefer  to 
go  now.  My  work  on  earth,  I  feel,  is  done.  And  it 
does  seem  to  me  (he  added  with  great  earnestness),  as  if  my 
Heavenly  Father  had  in  great  mercy  surrouDded  me  with 
almost  every  circumstance  which  could  remove  anxieties 
and  make  me  feel  that  I  can  go  without  regret.  My  aflfairs 
have  all  been  attended  to,  my  arrangements  are  all  com- 
pleted, and  I  can  think  of  nothing  more  to  be  done.  I  have 
greatly  desired  to  see  my  son  James  before  my  departure, 
and  sometimes  feared  I  should  not  have  that  privilege,  but 
the  Lord  has  graciously  brought  him  back  in  time  to  see  me. 
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having  led  him  safely  thiongh  much  peril  oa  the  ooeaa 
My  children  are  all  with  me  (I  think  he  excepted  H^uy). 
The  church  of  which  you  are  pastor  is  prosperous  and  flour- 
ishing. The  Seminary  Faculty  is  again  full,  and  the  Insti- 
tution in  an  excellent  condition.  The  more  I  reflect  upon 
the  matter,  the  more  all  things  seem  to  combine  to  make  me 
perfectly  willing  to  enter  into  my  rest.  The  Lord  has  veiy 
graciously  and  tenderly  led  me  (he  added,  closing  his  eyes 
and  clasping  his  hands  in  a  devoticmal  manner)  all  the  dayi 
of  my  life— yes,  all  the  days  of  my  life.  And  he  is  now 
with  me  still.  In  Him  I  eTyoy  perfect  peace '  The  last  sen- 
tence he  uttered  in  a  quick,  earnest  and  happy  tone  of  Tmee, 
such  as  was  peculiar  to  him  in  certain  moods.  Pausing  a 
moment  or  two,  as  if  to  recover  breath,  he  then  said  : 

^^  ^  I  have  much  desired  to  see  you,  that  I  might  bid  y<m 
&rewell,  and  once  more  invoke  God's  Messing  upon  you  and 
your  ministry.  You  have  had  a  strong  hdd  on  my  a£ko- 
tions,  and  I  have  felt  much  satisfaction  in  your  preaching. 
Continue  as  you  have  b^un,  and  have  done  thus  far,  to 
preach  Christ  and  Him  crucified,  scripturally,  plainly,  earnest- 
ly, and  God  will  continue  richly  to  bless  your  ministry,  even 
as  he  has  here  so  lately  done.  He  lifted  his  hands,  as  if  to 
pronounce  a  benediction.  I  fell  on  my  knees,  beside  the 
sofa,  with  my  head  bowed,  and  weeping  bitterly;  never- 
theless I  tried  hard  to  restrain  my  feelings,  while  with  his 
hands  extended  over  me,  he  offered  a  short  and  terr&ki 

s 

prayer,  closing  with  these  words  :  *  Gk)d  greatly  bless  his 
servant,  in  his  person,  in  his  family,  and  in  his  mini^jy. 
May  it  please  God  to  give  him  great  usefiilness  and  success. 
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May  many  souls  be  saved  throngh  his  efforts  ;  and  when  his 
work  is  done^  may  we  be  pennitted  to  meet  again  in  a  hap- 
pier world,  Amen/ 

^^  As  I  arose  from  my  knees,  he  reached  out  his  hand  as 
if  to  bid  me  farewelL 

^^  ^  I  cannot  go  (said  I)  until  I  attempt  to  thank  you, 
which  I  do  with  my  whole  heart,  for  your  long  and  unvarying 
kindness  to  me.  You  have  been  to  me  the  best  and  most 
valued  of  earthly  Mends/ 

" '  You  must  thank  Qtxi  for  that,  (said  he  quickly.)  AU 
kindness  and  all  friends  are  His  gifts.  Give  my  bve  to  your 
wife  and  children.' 

^'  The  last  sentence  he  repeated  when  I  had  reached  the 
door,  and  very  slowly,  as  if  he  were  loath  to  have  me  leave 
him — 

"  *  Give  my  love  and  a  very  affectionate  farewell  to  your 
wife  and  to  your  dear  little  children.' 

^  As  I  walked  away  from  the  house  I  could  not  repress 
my  tears,  and  a  sense  of  utter  desolation  came  over  me  for 
a  little  while  as  I  thought  that  I  had  probably  taken  a  last 
view,  and  received  the  last  words  of  affectionate  counsel  from 
thfii  beloved  and  venerated  friend,  to  whom  I  have  been  ac- 
customed to  resort,  and  on  whose  counsels  I  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  rely  as  on  those  of  no  other  man  on  earth.  But 
soon  my  feelings  grew  calmer.  I  felt  that  I  had  been  breath- 
ing an  atmosphere  redolent  with  the  very  fragrance  of 
heaven.  The  room  that  I  had  left  seemed  to  have  been  per- 
fumed with  holy  composure  and  immovable  confidence  in  a 
^rified  but  present  Bedeemer.    As  I  reflected  upon  the 

89 
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■oenOy  I  gamed  new  yiews  of  life,  ci  death,  and  of  Heaveit 
I  felty  as  I  had  never  felt  befiNre^  how  'sore  and  stead&st'  is 
that  anchor  of  Gh)6pel  hope  which  'entereth  into  that  within 
the  YciL'  I  conld  not  help  addng  mjeel^  '  Ib  it  poesible 
to  die  00  ?  Does  the  Lord  Jeem  give  his  people  such  com- 
plete and  quiet  victories  over  the  grim  King  of  Terrors  ?' 
There  was  nothing  excited,  nothing  exultant ;  and  yet  it 
seemed  to  be  thoroughly  triumphant ;  a  calm,  believiiig, 
cheerful  looking  through  the  gloomy  grave  into  the  gloiiea  of 
the  eternal  world.  It  was  the  steady,  un£sdteiing  step  of  a 
gmiuine  Christian  philosopher  as  well  as  an  eminent  saint, 
evincing  his  own  thorough,  heartfelt,  and  practical  bdief  in 
the  doctrines  he  had  so  long  and  so  ably  preached,  as  he 
descended  hour  by  hour  into  the  dark  valley  and  shadow  o( 
death.  And  I  could  not  help  praying  as  I  had  never  prayed 
before,  ^  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  ri^teous,  and  let  my 
last  end  be  like  his.'  " 

In  his  illness  his  early  days  seemed  to  pass  brfore  him  in 
review.  The  anniversary  of  his  licensure,  sixty  years  before, 
had  recently  occurred.  To  this  he  alluded  on  the  last  day 
that  he  sat  up,  recurring  to  his  unwillingness  to  be  licensed, 
and  his  dislike  to  the  text  assigned  to  him,  as  before  related. 
During  one  of  these  nights,  while  his  devoted  wife  was  watdi- 
ing  by  his  side,  he  broke  out  into  something  like  a  soliloquy, 
rehearsing  Gk>d's  gracious  dealings  with  his  soul.  There  was 
so  great  an  elevation  in  his  language,  that  Mrs.  Alexander 
was  unwilling  to  be  the  sole  witness,  and  called  in  their 
daughter.  He  recounted  the  particular  exercbes  of  his  youth, 
and  especially  dwelt  on  that  scene  in  the  Bushy  Hills,  of 
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whicli  notice  has  been  takea  in  one  of  our  early  chapters. 
On  this  occasion^  more  than  any  other  in  his  iUness^  his  views 
and  emotions  appeared  to  acquire  the  form  of  holy  rapture. 

Disease  was  now  rapidly  doing  its  work.  His  appetite 
was  gone.  Through  the  night  he  would  occasionally  take  a 
little  ice  or  a  spoonful  of  ice-cream.  There  was  something 
touching  in  the  value  which  he  set  on  the  most  ordinary  at- 
tentions. He  was  especially  thankful  that  our  dear  mother 
was  permitted  to  wait  on  him  to  the  last.  She  was  much 
attenuated  and  exhausted  by  solicitude  and  loss  of  sleep,  and 
could  scarcely  have  held  out  many  days  longer  ;  yet  the  sup- 
port of  her  faith  and  patience  was  little  less  remarkable  than 
his  own.  When  approaching  his  end,  he  said  to  her  with 
great  tenderness,  "  My  dear,  one  of  my  last  prayers  will  be 
that  you  may  have  as  serene  and  painless  a  departure  as 
mine."  How  wonderfully  was  this  prayer  soon  to  be  an- 
swered 1  He  said,  "  Now  I  understand,  as  I  never  did 
before,  what  is  meant  by  that  promise.  Psalm  xli.  3,  Thou 
toilt  make  aU  his  bed  in  his  sickness. '\,  Before  this  time  he 
had  suffered  little  acute  pain,  but  his  disease  was  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  allow  him  no  rest.  Yet  no  word  of  complaint 
or  dissatisfaction  fell  from  his  lips.  He  often  said,  "  Why 
should  a  living  man  complain,  a  man  for  the  punishment  of 
his  sins  ?  '*  To  his  daughter,  who  was  leaving  him  in  the 
morning,  he  said,  "  You  have  been  a  watcher  indeed — ever 
on  the  alert." 

On  the  day  after  he  finally  went  to  his  bed,  he  gave  his 
last  directions  about  the  Seminary,  and  many  little  things 
which  were  on  his  mind.     He  seemed  to  forget  nothing,  but 
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made  sng^gestions  even  to  the  last  of  matters  pertaining  to 
the  health  of  the  family.  On  'Saturday,  October  18th,  his 
weakness  was  extreme,  and  from  this  time  he  positively  re- 
used to  take  any  anodyne.  He  said  he  knew  that  death 
could  not  be  far  off,  and  he  wished  his  mind  to  be  entirely 
free  from  the  effects  of  stupefying  drugs.  During  the  ni^t 
he  suffered  more  pain  than  at  any  time  previous,  but  in  the 
intervals  was  perfectly  calm  and  peaceful — ^more  than  peace- 
ful— ^he  seemed  as  happy  as  if  he  was  already  in  heaven,  and 
talked  without  intermission  in  the  most  delightful  way.  His 
discourse  was  much  about  dying,  and  he  expressed  a  wish 
that  he  might  pass  away  on  the  morrow,  which  was  the 
Lord's  Day ;  but  added,  "Just  as  God  sees  best."  When 
relieved  from  pain,  he  said  that  such  relief  was  often  to  be 
attributed  to  the  ministration  of  angels  ;  and  afterwards, 
"  They  are  always  around  the  dying  beds  of  Clod's  people." 
He  repeated  part  of  Watts's  hymn,  '^  0  for  an  overcoming 
fidth,  To  cheer  my  dying  hours."  He  spoke  of  the  precious- 
ness  of  the  word  on  which  God  had  caused  him  to  hope ; 
"just  the  same  word,"  said  he,  "  that  caused  me  to  hope 
so  many  years  ago,  when  I  was  in  such  distress  because  I 
thought  I  had  not  conviction  enough  ;  and  could  get  no 
comfort  till  a  good  minister  j(the  Bev.  James  Mitchell)  told 
me  that  there  was  no  certain  degree  of  conviction  prescribed 
as  necessary  to  salvation  ;  and  it  was  by  hearing  this  again 
and  again  that  I  &und  comfort."  All  this  with  a  serene  and 
heavenly  glow,  which  can  never  be  described. 

About  the  same  time  he  said  to  one  of  his  sons,  who  in- 
quired whether  he  was  at  peace ;  "0  yes  I"  with  a  tone 
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which  implied,  "  How  could  you  doubt  it  ? "  Then  he 
added,  "  No  ecstacy — but  clear  faith.  I  have  been  reviewing 
the  plan  of  salvation  this  morning,  and  assuring  myself  that 
I  do  accept  it. — The  transition  to  a  state  so  unknown  is  cer- 
tainly awful ;  but  Christ  can  prevent  the  shock.  I  have 
never  been  afraid  to  die,  and  I  have  never  before  seen  a  time 
so  suitable  for  my  departure.  I  am  in  the  fortieth  year  of 
my  professorship.  I  have  seen  all  my  wishes  accomplished. 
God  has  answered  my  prayers,  even  in  averting  particular 
diseases  which  I  feared.  The  Seminary  has  never  been  in 
so  prosperous  a  state.  If  I  were  to  recover,  it  would  be  for  no 
use  ;  I  have  seen  no  man  fit  for  much  after  eighty.  But  I 
shall  not  recover.''  To  others  he  had  said,  "  My  views  of 
theological  truth  are  what  they  have  always  been." 

On  Sunday  he  was  still  weaker,  and  said  that  he  could 
not  last  long  ;  but  his  mind  was  just  as  clear  as  ever.  He 
designated  a  passage  of  Scripture,  which  he  wished  to  hear 
read  by  one  of  his  children,  and  when  some  difficulty  oc- 
curred in  turning  to  it,  he  mentioned  the  beginning  of  the 
verse.  Who  shall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  Chd^s  elect  i 
When  the  family  returned  from  church,  and  spoke  of  Dr. 
Hodge's  sermon,  he  was  much  interested,  and  said  with 
much  animation,  "  He  is  a  noble  man."  About  noon  a  very 
perceptible  sinking  took  place,  so  that  we  looked  every  mo- 
ment for  his  last  breath.  He  lay  quiet,  breathing  quick  but 
feebly,  and  with  his  eyes  closed.  During  Monday  the  20th, 
he  slumbered,  but  now  and  then  uttered  broken  expressions . 
which  were  truly  characteristic  of  him  ;  such  as  "  We  must 
devise  something  for  them,"  "  Penitence  and  faith."     To^ 
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wards  night  he  was  seized  with  a  hiccough,  which  con- 
tinued through  the  next  day  ;  yet  he  seemed  little  annoyed 
by  it.  His  voice  was  hardly  audible,  and  his  eyes  were  very 
dim.  On  the  morning  of  Tuesday  the  21st,  he  seemed 
somewhat  revived,  and  talked  a  little.  Though  he  had  some 
return  of  appetite,  he  was  averse  to  taking  food  :  and  when 
the  physician  urged  it,  asked  if  it  was  to  strengthen  him, 
and  spoke  of  that  as  useless  and  absurd.  But  when  told 
that  it  was  only  for  his  temporary  comfort,  he  assented.  His 
taste  seemed  as  acute  as  in  health,  and  he  never  had  greater 
quickness  of  hearing.  After  this  he  lay  in  the  same  tran- 
quil state,  though  perfectly  collected  in  reason,  growing 
weaker  and  weaker,  imtU  about  six  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  Wednesday,  October  22d,  he  ceased  to  breathe.  It  was 
observed  by  his  older  children  that  as  he  drew  near  to  death, 
his  countenance  assumed  more  and  more  the  look  which  he 
had  when  they  could  first  remember  him.  To  the  last  he 
was  exempt  from  the  marked  changes  of  appearance  which 
are  conmion  in  illness  ;  his  face  looked  comelier,  and  as  if 
chiseled  out  of  marble. 

The  event  was  the  more  impressive,  because  the  Synod 
of  New  Jersey  was  at  the  very  time  assembled  in  Princeton. 
To  this  he  made  frequent  allusion,  a  very  short  time  before 
his  death.  There  were  many  devotional  acts  held  by  this 
body,  in  reference  to  ^he  illness  of  their  venerable  member. 
An  end  so  blessed,  so  edifying,  so  fitted  to  suggest  higl^ 
thoughts  of  Qod'B  covenant  faithfiilness,  could  not  &il  to 
make  its  deep  impression  on  these  servants  of  Christ.  In 
looking  back  upon  the  scene,  we  find  nothing  absent  whidi 
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he  could  have  desired.  It  was  a  comment  on  the  words 
which  were  often  upon  his  lip6,  How  excellent  is  thy  loving 
kindness  !  It  was,  to  the  letter,  a  fulfilment  of  wishes  ex- 
pressed by  him  some  years  before,  in  the  following  devotional 
exercise,  which  he  doubtless  penned  with  reference  to  his 
own  case. 

"PBAYBB  FOR   ONE   WHO   FEELS   THAT    HE    IS  APPBOACHINa 
THE   BORDERS   OF   ANOTHER  WORLD. 

"  0  most  merciful  Gkxi  !  I  rejoice  that  thou  dost  ^eign 
over  the  universe  with  a  sovereign  sway,  so  that  thou  dost 
according  to  thy  will,  in  the  armies  of  heaven  and  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.  Thou  art  the  Maker  of  my 
body,  and  Father  of  my  spirit,  and  thou  hast  a  perfect  right 
to  dispose  of  me,  in  that  manner  which  will  most  effectually 
promote  thy  glory  :  and  I  know  whatever  thou  dost  is  right, 
and  wise,  and  just,  and  good.  And  whatever  may  be  my 
eternal  destiny,  I  rejoice  in  the  assurance  that  thy  great 
name  wiU  be  glorified  in  me.  But  as  thou  hast  been  pleased 
to  reveal  thy  mercy  and  thy  grace  to  our  fallen  miserable 
world  ;  and  as  the  word  of  this  salvation  has  been  preached 
unto  me,  inviting  me  to  accept  of  eternal  life,  upon  the  gra- 
cious terms  of  the  Gospel,  I  do  cordially  receive  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  as  my  Saviour  and  only  Redeemer,  believing 
sincerely  the  whole  testimony  which  thou  hast  given  respect- 
ing his  divine  character,  his  real  incarnation,  his  unspotted 
and  holy  life,  his  numerous  and  beneficent  miracles,  his  ex- 
piatOTy  and  meritorious  death,  and  his  glorious  TesorreotioQ 
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and  ascension.  I  believe,  also,  in  his  supreme  exaltation,  in 
his  prevalent  intercession  for  his  chosen  people,  in  his  aflfec- 
tionate  care  and  aid  aflforded  to  his  suffering  members  here 
below,  and  in  his  second  coming  to  receive  his  himible  fol- 
lowers to  dwell  with  himself  in  heaven  ;  and  to  take  ven- 
geance on  his  obstinate  enemies.  My  only  hope  and  confi- 
dence of  being  saved,  rests  simply  on  the  mediatorial  work 
and  prevailing  intercession  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  in 
consequence  of  which  the  Holy  Spirit  is  graciously  sent  to 
make  application  of  Christ's  redemption,  by  working  faith  in 
us,  and  repentance  unto  life  :  and  rendering  us  meet  for  the 
heavenly  inheritance,  by  sanctifying  us  in  the  whole  man, 
soul,  body,  and  spirit.  Grant,  gracious  God  !  that  the  rich 
blessings  of  the  new  covenant  may  be  freely  bestowed  on  thy 
unworthy  servant.  I  acknowledge  that  I  have  no  claim  to 
thy  favour,  on  account  of  any  goodness  in  me  by  nature  ;  for 
alas  I  there  dwelleth  in  me,  that  is  in  my  flesh,  no  good 
thing  ;  nor  on  account  of  any  works  of  righteousness  done 
by  me  ;  for  all  our  righteousnesses  are  as  filthy  rags.  Neither 
am  I  able  to  make  atonement  for  any  one  of  my  innumerable 
transgressions  ;  which,  I  confess  before  thee,  are  not  only 
many  in  number,  but  heinous  in  their  nature,  justly  deserv- 
ing thy  displeasure  and  wrath  ;  so  that  if  I  were  immediately 
sent  to  hell,  thou  wouldst  be  altogether  just  in  my  condem- 
nation. Although  I  trust  that  I  have  endeavoured  to  serve 
thee  with  some  degree  of  sincerity  ;  yet  whatever  good  thing 
I  have  ever  done,  or  even  thought,  I  ascribe  entirely  to  thy 
grace,  without  which  I  can  do  nothing  acceptable  in  thy 
Bight.    And  I  am  deeply  convinced,  that  my  best  duties 
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have  fidlen  far  short  of  the  perfection  of  thy  law,  and  have 
been  so  mingled  with  sin  in  the  performance,  that  I  might 
justly  be  condemned  for  the  most  fervent  prayer  I  ever  made. 
And  I  would  confess  with  shame  and  contrition,  that  I  am 
not  only  chargeable  with  sin  in  the  act,  but  that  there  is  a 
law  in  my  members,  warring  against  the  law  of  my  mind, 
aiming  to  bring  me  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  sin  and 
death.  This  corrupt  nature  is  the  source  of  innumerable 
evil  thoughts  and  desires,  damps  the  exercise  of  faith  and 
love,  and  stands  in  the  way  of  well-doing,  so  that  when  I 
would  do  good,  evil  .is  present  with  me.  And  so  deep  and 
powerful  is  this  remaining  depravity,  that  all  eflforts  to  eradi- 
cate or  subdue  it,  are  vain  without  the  aid  of  divine  grace. 
And  when  at  aliy  time  I  obtain  a  glimpse  of  the  depth  and 
turpitude  of  the  sin  of  my  nature,  I  am  overwhelmed,  and 
constrained  to  exclaim  with  Job,  *  I  abhor  myself  and  re- 
pent in  dust  and  ashes.'  And  now,  righteous  Lord  God  Al- 
mighty, I  would  not  attempt  to  conceal  any  of  my  actual 
transgressions,  however  vile  and  shameful  they  are  ;  but 
would  penitently  confess  them  before  thee  ;  and  would  plead 
in  my  defence  nothing  but  the  perfect  righteousness  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  died  the  just  for  the  unjust,  to  bring 
us  near  to  God.  For  his  sake  alone  do  I  ask  or  expect  the 
rich  blessings  necessary  to  my  salvation.  For  although  I  am 
unworthy,  he  is  most  worthy ;  though  I  have  no  righteous- 
ness, he  has  provided  by  his  expiatory  death,  and  by  his  holy 
life,  a  complete  justilying  righteousness,  in  which  spotless 
robe  I  pray  that  I  may  be  clothed  ;  so  that  thou  my  righteous 
Judge  wilt  see  no  sin  in  me,  but  wilt  acquit  me  from  every 
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accusation,  and  justify  me  freely  by  thy  grace,  through  thft 
righteousness  of  my  Lord  and  Saviour,  with  whom  thou  art 
ever  well  pleased.  And  my  earnest  prayer  is,  that  Jesus 
may  save  me  from  my  sins,  as  well  as  from  their  punishment ; 
that  I  may  be  redeemed  fix)m  aU  iniquity,  as  well  as  fixwn 
the  condemnation  of  the  law  ;  that  the  wprk  of  sanctification 
may  be  carried  on  in  my  soul  by  thy  Word  and  Spirit,  until  it 
be  perfected  at  thine  appointed  time.  And  grant,  0  Lord  ! 
that  as  long  as  I  am  in  the  body,  I  may  make  it  my  con- 
stant study  and  chief  aim  to  glorify  thy  name,  both  with 
soul  and  body,  which  are  no  longer  mine  but  thine  ;  for  I  am 
'  bought  with  a  price' — ^not  with  silver  and  gold,  but  with 
the  precious  blood  of  Christ,  as  of  a  lamb  without  blemidi 
and  without  spot.  Enable  me  to  let  my  light  so  shinf  that 
others  seeing  my  good  works  shall  glorify  thy  name.  0  ! 
make  use  of  me  as  an  humble  instrument  of  advancing  thy 
kingdom  on  earth,  and  promoting  the  salvation  of  immortal 
souls.  If  thou  hast  appointed  sufferings  for  me  here  betow, 
I  beseech  thee  to  consider  my  weakness,  and  let  thy  chas- 
tisements be  those  of  a  loving  &ther,  that  I  may  be  made 
partaker  of  thy  holiness.  And  let  me  not  be  tempted  above 
what  I  am  able  to  bear,  but  with  the  temptation  make  a  way 
of  escape. 

^'  0  most  merciful  Gtod  !  cast  me  not  off  in  the  time  of 
old  age  ;  forsake  me  not  when  my  strength  declineth.  Now, 
when  I  am  old  and  gray-headed  forsake  me  not  ;  but  let  thy 
grace  be  sufficient  for  me,  and  enable  me  to  bring  forth  firuit 
even  in  old  age.  May  my  hoary  head  be  found  in  the  ways 
of  righteousness  1     Presepve^my  mind  from  dotage  and  im* 
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becility,  and  my  body  from  protracted  disease  and  excru- 
ciating pain.  Deliver  me  from  despondency  and  discourage- 
ment in  my  declining  years,  and  enable  me  to  bear  affliction 
with  patience,  fortitude,  and  perfect  submissicto  to  thy  holy 
wilL  Lift  upon  me  perpetually  the  light  of  thy  reconciled 
countenance,  and  cause  me  to  rejoice  in  thy  salvation,  and  in 
the  hope  of  thy  glory.  May  the  peace  that  passeth  all  un- 
derstanding be  constantly  diffused  through  my  soul,  so  that 
my  mind  may  remain  calm  through  all  the  storms  and  vicis- 
situdes of  life. 

"  As,  in  the  course  of  nature,  I  must  be  drawing  near 
•to  my  end,  and  as  I  know  I  must  soon  put  off  this  taber- 
nacle, I  do  humbly  and  earnestly  beseech  thee,  0  Father  of 
mercies,  to  prepare  me  for  this  inevitable  and  solemn  event. 
Fortify  my  mind  against  the  terrors  of  death.  Give  me,  if 
it  please  thee,  an.  easy  passage  through  the  gate  of  death. 
Dissipate  the  dark  clouds  and  mists  which  naturaUy  hang 
over  the  grave,  and  lead  me  gently  down  into  the  gloomy 
valley.  0  my  kind  Shepherd,  who  hast  tasted  the  bitterness 
of  death  for  me,  and  who  knowest  how  to  sympathize  with 
and  succour  the  sheep  of  thy  pasture,  be  thou  present  to 
guide,  to  support,  and  to  comfort,  me.  Illumine  with  beams 
of  heavenly  light  the  valley  and  shadow  of  death,  so  that  I 
may  fear  no  evil.  When  heart  and  flesh  fail,  be  thou  the 
strength  of  my  heart,  and  my  portion  for  ever.  Let  not  my 
courage  feil  in  the  trying  hour.  Permit  not  the  great  adver- 
sary to  harass  my  soul  in  the  last  struggle,  but  make  me  a 
conqueror  and  more  than  a  conqueror  in  this  fearful  conflict. 
I  humbly  ask  that  my  reason  may  be  continued  to  the  last. 
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and  if  it  be  thy  will,  that  I  may  be  bo  comforted  and  sup- 
ported, that  I  may  leave  a  testimony  in  favour  of  the 
reality  of  religion,  and  thy  faithfiilness  in  ftdfilling  thy 
gracious  promises  ;  and  that  others  of  thy  servants  who 
may  follow  after,  may  be  encouraged  by  my  example,  to 
commit  themselves  boldly  to  the  guidance  and  keeping  of 
the  Shepherd  of  Israel. 

"  And  when  my  spirit  leaves  this  clay  tenement.  Lord 
Jesus  receive  it  !  Send  some  of  the  blessed  angels  to  convoy 
my  inexperienced  soul  to  the  mansion  which  thy  love  has  pre- 
pared. And  0  !  let  me  be  so  situated,  though  in  the  lowest 
rank,  that  I  may  behold  thy  glory.  May  I  have  an  abun- 
dant entrance  administered  unto  me  into  the  kingdom  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ ;  for  whose  sake  and  in 
whose  name,  I  ask  all  these  things.     Amen."* 

The  unvarnished  narrative  of  such  a  scene  might  per- 
haps claim  to  be  left  to  make  its  own  impression ;  but  there 
are  a  few  reflections  which  force  themselves  upon  our  thank- 
ful minds,  and  which  shall  be  simply  and  briefly  expressed. 

The  first  is,  thai  death  approached  in  a  great  degree  dis- 
armed of  its  ordinary  terrors.  Here  was  nothing  ghastly. 
Though  not  painless,  his  dying  bed  was  exempt  from  agony. 
He  was  surrounded  by  his  family,  was  waited  on  by  the  wife 
of  his  bosom,  and  was  in  full  possession  of  his  intellectual 
powers. 

Another  remark  is,  that  in  his  last  hours  there  was  no 
vacillation,  as  to  the  truth  of  the  system  which  he  had  spent 
his  life  in  maintaining.  He  may  be  said  to  have  reasserted  it 
with  his  last  breath. 

*  Thoughts  on  Religious  Experienct*,  p.  307. 
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But  more  ertriking  than  all^  is  it,  that  in  dying  he  was 
pie-eminently  trae  to  the  natural  simplicity  of  his  character. 
Not  one  syllable  was  there  for  effect.    All  was  as  in  his  days  | 
of  health.     He  looked  collectedly  on  the  awfid  change,  and  [ 
met  the  enemy  as  one  whom  he  had  long  surveyed  and  was 
now  to  overcome. 
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FUKBBAl  8EBYIOE0,  AND  OTHBB  TESTDfONIAlJl  OF  BI8PS0T. 

GBEAT  solemnity  was  added  to  the  scenes  which  ha^s 
just  been  reported,  by  the  fact  that  the  Synod  of  New 
Jersey  was  meeting  in  Princeton  at  the  time.  This  venera- 
ble body  adjourned  to  attend  the  funeral  services,  which  took 
place  on  Thursday,  the  23d  of  October.  The  concourse  of 
awed  and  mourning  friends  was  extraordinary.  Many  mem- 
bers of  the  New- York  and  Philadelphia  Synods  were  present, 
as  well  as  numerous  fellow  Christians  of  other  persuasions. 
The  Synod  of  New  Jersey,  after  meeting  in  the  Chapel, 
assumed  the  principal  part  in  the  solemnities.  The  Presby- 
tery of  New  Brunswick  accompanied  the  remains  bs  pall- 
bearers. Then  followed  the  family,  and  Professors,  the  Di- 
rectors, the  students,  the  clergy  and  a  multitude  of  mourning 
feiends.  The  assembly  gathered  in  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  where  the  galleries  were  filled  with  the  students  of 
the  two  institutions,  and  the  body  of  the  house  with  the 
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Synod,  while  the  aisles  and  even  the  pulpit  stairs  were  ocon- 
pied  by  the  attendant  throng. 

A  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Murray  opened  the  service. 
The  students  of  the  Seminary  then  sang  a  hymn.  Part  of 
the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians 
was  read.  The  hymn,  'Why  should  we  mourn  departed 
fijends/  was  sung.  After  which,  in  pursuance  of  a  wish  ex- 
pressed by  the  departed,  a  funeral  discourse  was  delivered  by 
the  Rev.  John  McDowell,  D.  D.,  the  oldest  Director.  His 
most  appropriate  text  was  Revelation  xiv.  13.  ''And  I 
heard  a  voice  fix)m  heaven  saying  unto  me,  Write,  Blessed 
are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth ;  yea, 
saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their  labours: 
and  their  works  do  follow  them."  The  preacher  pointed  out 
the  prominent  marks  which  indicate  the  diaracter  referred  to 
-*he  that  is  in  the  Lord  ;  and  then  remarked,  that  blessed- 
ness was  predicted  of  him  who  sustained  this  rdation  in  life 
and  in  death.  The  nature  of  this  blessedness  was  a  second 
topic — a  blessedness  in  union  with  Christ ;  a  blessec^ness  in 
dying  while  thus  united  with  the  living  head ;  a  blessed  rest 
after  all  the  toils  of  life,  and  in  the  ftill  enjoyment  of  heaven, 
whither  every  good  work  foUowed  the  believer,  and  received 
its  gracious  reward  The  beautiful  and  appropriate  theme 
was  treated  in  the  most  practical  manner,  with  much  earnest- 
ness and  feeling ;  and  there  appeared  to  be  but  one  impression 
among  the  auditors  of  the  entire  fitness  both  of  the  subject 
and  its  treatment  to  the  solemn  occasion.  It  was  just  such 
a  sermon  as  should  be  preached  on  a  funeral  occasion,  and 
we  doubt  not,  that  the  deceased,  could  he  have  heard  it, 
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would  have  expressed  his  approbation.  After  the  sermon 
proper^  the  preacher  read  an  extract  of  a  letter  which  he 
had  received  from  one  of  the  Professors  in  the  Seminary  a 
few  days  previous  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Alexander,  in  which  it 
was  stated^  as  the  twice  repeated  injunction  of  the  deceased, 
that  the  funeral  sermon  should  contain  no  delineation  of  his 
character  and  no  eulogy.  This  inhibition,  so  much  in  keeping 
with  his  general  character,  was  in  fact  his  eul(^.  It  was  so 
fdt  to  be  by  the  audience,  although  the  preacher  must  have 
felt  embarrassed  by  a  restriction  which  precluded  him  from 
expatiating  in  so  fruitful  a  field.  He  confined  himself  ac- 
cordingly to  a  few  historical  details. 

"  After  the  religious  services  in  the  church,''  says  a  con- 
temporary account,  ^^the  body  was  borne  by  ministers  of 
the  Gk>spel  to  its  burial.  The  arrangements  for  the  proces- 
sion had  been  made  with  great  skill,  and  the  whole  was  coDr 
ducted  without  the  slightest  confrision.  It  was  one  of  the 
most  impressive  spectacles  we  have  ever  seen.  In  the  middle 
of  the  broad  street  fronting  the  College  and  Church,  the 
students  of  the  College,  with  their  Professors,  amounting  to 
more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty,  walked  four  abreast ;  then 
followed  the  Synod  of  New  Jersey  and  clergy  from  the 
neighbouring  cities  and  towns,  numbering  more  than  one 
hundred  clergymen ;  then  the  corpse,  borne  by  members  of 
the  Presbytery  of  New  Brunswick,  and  accompanied  by  the 
sons  of  the  deceased ;  these  were  followed  by  the  students 
in  the  Theological  Seminary,  with  the  Directors,  amounting 
to  about  one  hundred  and  forty,  together  with  citizens. 
There  were  no  females  in  the  procession,  although  many 
were  in  attendance  at  the  church. 
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'*  The  numerous  cortege  formed  an  extended  circle  around 
the  grave,  and  after  the  body  was  deposited,  the  audience 
were  briefly  addressed  by  Rev.  Dr.  Magie  of  Elizabethtown. 
His  remarks  were  most  happily  conceived,  and  uttered  in 
silvery  and  tremulous  tones.  In  speaking  of  depositing  all 
that  was  mortal  of  this  good  and  great  man  in  the  silent 
tomb,  of  the  many  evidences  of  usefulness  he  had  left  behind 
him,  and  of  the  halo  of  light  which  the  doctrine  of  the  res- 
urrection shed  upon  the  grave,  he  with  difficulty  commanded 
his  feelings.  Had  it  not  been  for  this  self-imposed  restraint, 
he  could  have  dissolved  the  large  audience  in  tears.  One  of 
the  most  striking  features  of  the  solemn  ceremonial  was  the 
six  sons  of  the  deceased,  three  of  them  in  the  ministry, 
standing  side  by  side  on  the  margin  of  that  grave  which  held 
the  mortal  part  of  their  venerated  parent,  to  whose  instruc- 
tions and  example  they  were  so  deeply  indebted.  It  was  a 
fioneral  never  to  be  forgotten.  It  was  a  funeral  without 
gloom,  which  bore  the  thoughts  quite  to  the  verge  of  heaven. 
The  light  of  the  resurrection  and  of  inmiortality  seemed  to 
dispel  the  shades  of  death  and  the  grave,  and  the  spectators 
of  the  scene  could  say,  and  no  doubt  did  say,  ^  Let  me  die 
the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  last  end  be  like  his.' " 
The  closing  prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Plumer. 

We  must  be  permitted  to  add,  that  the  brief  address  of 
Dr.  Magie,  at  the  grave,  was  eminently  simple,  graceful  and 
pathetic.  The  throng  had  become  great,  but  they  now 
formed  a  hollow  square,  the  students  of  the  Seminary  on  the 
west,  the  Ooll^  students  on  the  east,  the  Synod  on  the 
north,  and  the  citizens  on  the  south.     The  sun  of  a  match* 
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kss  autumnal  day  was  just  going  down,  as  the  belored  de- 
posit was  lowered  into  the  earth  which  contains  the  leKcs 
of  Burr,  Edwards,  Davies,  Witherspoon,  Smith,  Green  and 
Miller.     Dr.  Magie  broke  the  silence  by  words  something  like 

these : 

"There  is  the  end  of  eighty  years — of  sixty  years  of 

fiiithful  service  in  the  Christian  ministry — of  forty  years  of 

eminence  in  our  highest  institution  of  sacred  learning.    That 

place  looks  cold,  and  dark  and  gloomy  to  lay  such  a  man  in ; 

but  it  is  just  as  good  a  place  as  that  in  which  his  Master 

rested.     The  dust  we  lay  here  is  precious.     It  has  been  the 

dwelling-place  of  an  immortal  soul — ^it  has  been  the  temple 

of  the  Holy  Ghost."    A  few  other  touching  words  were 

spoken. 

It  would  be  difficult,  and  might  even  seem  invidious,  to 
single  out  any  from  the  numerous  discourses  which  were  de- 
livered from  the  pulpits  of  his  pupils  and  other  Mends,  in 
every  part  of  the  country.  To  some  of  these  we  may  be  in- 
debted for  a  few  corroborative  testimonials,  in  another  place. 
The  same  remark  applies  with  less  force  to  the  acts  of  public 
bodies.  Several  of  these,  on  account  of  statements  which 
they  contain,  deserve  to  be  perpetuated. 

The  Synod  of  New  Jersey,  being  on  the  very  spot,  natu- 
rally took  the  lead  in  expressions  of  filial  respect. 

EXTRACT     FROM     THE    MINUTES     OF     THE     SYNOD     OF    NBW 
JERSEY,  IN   SESSION   AT   PRINCETON,  N.  J.,  OCT.  22d,  1851. 

^^  The  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  paper  expres- 
sive of  the  views  of  the  Synod,  with  reference  to  the  death 
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of  the  Rev.  Arcbibald  Alexander,  D.  D.,  made  the  following 
report,  which  was  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  published  in 
the  New- York  Observer. 

'^  Since  the  Synod  opened  its  sessions  in  this  place,  Otod 
in  bis  wise  and  holy  Providence  has  seen  fit  to  take  the  Bev. 
Archibald  Alexander,  D.  D.,  to  himself,  in  the  eightieth  year 
of  his  age. 

"  This  event  has  been  preceded  by  an  illness  of  a  few 
weeks,  during  which  the  venerable  man  gradually  declined, 
until  about  six  o'clock  this  morning,  he  sweetly  fell  asleep  in 
Jesus,  and  was  gathered  in  as  a  shock  of  com  fully  rqpe. 
His  departure  was  so  gentle,  and  attended  by  so  entire  an 
absence  of  distress  of  any  sort,  that  the  family  were  scarcely 
able  to  fix  upon  the  precise  moment  when  the  spirit  was  re- 
leased, and  went  up  to  hear  the  plaudit, — ^  Well  done  good 
and  faithful  servant,  thou  has  been  faithfiil  over  a  few  things, 
I  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many  things :  enter  thouin  to  the 
joy  of  thy  Lord.* 

"  This  is  not  the  time  for  a  sketch,  however  brief,  of  the 
life  and  character  of  one  who  occupied  so  elevated  a  position, 
and  had  been  so  eminently  usejful  in  our  beloved  Church. 
Nothing  more  can  be  done  than  simply  to  say  that  the  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  the  death  of  Dr.  Alexander — a 
death,  in  all  respects  so  befitting  his  previous  life— ought  to 
be  regarded  by  the  members  of  this  Synod,  as  highly  instruct- 
ive and  impressive.  It  has  occurred  during  the  regular  sit- 
tings of  our  body,  and  while  a  large  number  of  his  brethren 
and  former  pupils  were  assembled  to  hear  the  first  tidings  of 
its  announcement,  and  make  arrangements  to  attend  the 
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hononred  diust  to  its  resting-place  in  the  graye.  It  was  a 
meeting  of  which  the  deceased  himself  spoke  with  tender 
interest,  and  which  it  is  hoped  may  become  memorable  for 
the  happy  inflaence  produced  upon  many  hearts. 

"Dr.  Alexander  was  the  first  Professor  in  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  this  town,  and  in  the  bosom  of  our 
Synod.  This  office  he  was  permitted  by  the  favour  of  the 
Great  Head  of  the  church  to  fill  with  distinguished  credit  to 
himself,  and  with  equal  benefit  to  others,  for  upwards  of 
thirty-nine  years.  Placed  over  the  Institution  in  its  infancy, 
he  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  it  increase  in  numbers  and 
usefulness,  until  it  has  become  a  blessing  to  the  land  and  to 
the  world.  A  large  proportion  of  all  the  clerical  members 
of  this  Synod  had  the  privily  of  sitting  at  his  feet  and 
drinking  in  instruction  from  those  lips  which  are  now  sealed 
in  death.  Whatever  of  influence  many  of  us  have  gained, 
or  power  of  doing  good  we  have  exerted,  are  due  very  much, 
under  God,  to  the  labours  and  prayers  of  this  distinguished 
Professor. 

"  A  year  ago  Dr.  Alexander  was  with  us  in  the  meetings 
of  our  Synod,  to  cheer  us  by  his  presence,  and  aid  us  with 
his  counsels.  Never  shall  we  forget  the  address  which  he 
dehvered  on  the  evening  of  our  Devotional  Exercises,  and 
which,  as  many  at  the  time  remarked,  was  characterized  by 
almost  all  the  vigour  and  unction  of  his  earlier  days.  We 
listened  to  him  with  mingled  emotions  of  delight  and  sorrow 
—delight  that  we  could  once  more  listen  to  the  well-known 
voice — and  sorrow  that  we  should  probably  see  his  face  no 
more.  This  was  evidently  his  own  anticipation,  and  so  the 
event  has  proved. 
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''  The  death  of  Dr.  Alexander  will  reach  the  secret  place 
of  tears,  in  multitudes  of  different  and  distant  parts  of  our 
land.  Missionaries  in  Ohina,  India,  Africa,  and  the  Islands 
of  the  Sea,  will  receive  the  intelligence  and  cry,  My  father, 
my  father,  the  chariot  of  Israel  and  the  horsemen  thereof  I 
Gk)od  men  here  and  there  will  call  to  mind  his  venerable 
appearance,  and  bless  Qod  for  giving  to  the  Church  such  a 
minister. 

"  When  such  a  Prince  and  Great  One  falls  in  Israel,  it 
is  proper  for  devout  men  to  carry  him  to  his  grave,  and  make 
great  lamentation  over  him.  Grieve  for  him  we  cannot — ^we 
dare  not,  but  surely  we  may  grieve  for  ourselves  and  for  the 
rising  ministry.  When  we  reflect  upon  his  long  and  useful 
life  as  an  ambassador  for  Ohrist,  begun  when  he  was  but 
nineteen  years  of  age,  and  extending  through  a  period  of  more 
than  sixty  years,  all  spent  in  successful  efforts  to  build  up 
the  kingdom  of  the  Bedeemer  among  men,  and  retaining  its 
mild  and  genial  lustre  to  the  last,  and  add  to  this  the  sweet 
serenity  of  the  closing  scene,  we  feel  constrained  to  unite  in 
devout  thanksgiving  to  the  King  of  Zion.  We  bless  Qod 
for  such  a  life,  and  with  equal  warmth  would  we  bless  Qod 
Sot  such  a  death. 

'^In  this  our  departed  &ther  was  pre-eminent.  He 
fdlowed  his  pupils  when  they  went  forth  to  their  work,  and 
kept  himself  acquainted  with  all  their  trials  and  successes. 
He  could  tell  where  they  were,  and  how  they  were. 

'^  Our  beloved  Seminary  is  bereaved,  and  though  sadness 
fills  our  own  hearts,  we  cannot  do  otherwise  than  tender  our 
affectionate   sympathies    to    the    Professors  that  remain. 
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Within  two  short  years,  Dr.  ICller  and  Dr.  Alexander  have 
gone  down  to  the  grave.  United  pleasantly  together  in  a 
long  and  honourable  life,  in  death  they  are  not  much  divided. 
May  the  spirit  of  Elijah  rest  on  Elisha  I  But  all  is  not  lost 
We  have  still  brethren  bebved  to  conduct  the  studies  of  our 
Samuels  and  Timothys ;  above  all  we  have  the  mercy  and  the 
fiuthfidness  of  a  covenant  keeping  Qoi  to  confide  in.  It  is 
still  permitted  us  to  say,  The  Lord  liveth,  and  blessed  be  our 
Bock,  and  let  the  God  of  our  salvation  be  exalted. 

"  Attest,  B.  K  BoDOKBs, 

"  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Synod  of  New  Jersey." 

It  is  a  truly  pleasing  reflection  to  those  who  are  most 
nearly  concerned,  that  the  party  divisions  of  our  Presbyterian 
body  seemed  to  have  lost  all  such  influence  as  could  prevent 
a  hearty  condolence  in  those  who  fell  into  the  other  branch 
of  the  Ohurch.  No  public  testimonial  was  therefore  more 
grateful  than  that  of  the  New  School  Synod  of  New-Toik 
and  New  Jersey  ;  concerning  which  we  borrow  firom  a  journal 
of  the  time  as  follows : 

<*BL00MfixLis  Tkw9da^  Oct  ML 

"  At  the  close  of  the  public  services  in  the  Synod  last 
evening,  an  announcement  was  made  firom  the  pulpit  of  the 
death  of  the  venerable  Dr.  Alexander,  and  tl^  condoding 
prayer  was  offered  with  special  reference  to  the  &ct  that  so 
great  and  good  a  man  had  fellen  in  Israel  This  mcxming  at 
the  prayer  meeting  the  subject  was  again  renewed.  The 
moderator  led  in  prayer  in  reference  to  it,  and  various  touch- 
ing and  interesting  statements  were  made  by  Dr.  Oox,  the 
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Bev.  John  N.  Lewis^  Dr.  Campbell,  &c,y  as  to  Dr.  Alexander's 
literary  and  theological  history.  Afterwards  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  the  Rev.  J.  F.  Steams,  D.  D.,  T.  H.  Skinner,  D.  D., 
A.  H.  Campbell,  D.  D.,  were  appointed  to  draft  appropriate 
resolutions.  Among  other  circumstances  that  showed  the 
high  estimate  in  which  the  deceased  was  held,  we  noticed  his 
likeness  which  had  been  hung  up  in  the  Synod's  place  of 
meeting,  where  all  could  refresh  their  recollections  of  one  so 
dear  in  life,  and  so  lamented  in  death.  A  meeting  was  also 
called  of  all  the  members  of  the  Synod,  who  had  been  his 
pupils  in  the  Seminary." 

The  resolutions  were  these : 

^^  Resolvedy  That  we  have  heard  with  profound  sorrow, 
not  unmingled  with  grateftd  praise,  of  the  peaceful,  saint-like 
death  of  the  venerable  Dr.  Alexandeb. 

^^  Besolvedy  That  the  rare  constellation  of  excellencies 
which  met  and  blended  in  the  life  and  character  of  this 
eminent  servant  of  Gknl;  his  child-like  simplicity,  warm- 
hearted piety,  rich  religious  experience,  fervid  Christian 
eloquence,  together  with  a  sound  practical  judgment,  fine 
natural  endowments,  accomplished  scholarship,  and  fidelity 
and  perseverance  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty,  conspired  to 
make  him  one  of  the  highest  ornaments  which  have  adorned 
the  Church  of  Christ  in  our  country.  The  cause  of  Theolo- 
gical Education,  to  which  his  ripest  years  were  devoted, 
found  in  him  one  of  its  most  active  and  successful  promoters  ; 
and  the  Christian  Ministry,  especially  oi  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  is  under  an  inestimable  and  lasting  obligation  to  his 
truly  apostolic  service  and  example. 
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^^Besolvedy  That  in  this  affecting  dispeDsation  of  Divine 
Providence,  we  recognize  a  call  to  new  fidelity  and  watohM- 
ness  in  the  service  of  Christ,  and  devoutly  pray  that  the 
Great  Head  of  the  Church  would  make  it  a  means  of  spir- 
itual blessiDgSy  not  only  to  ourselves  but  to  the  school  of  the 
Prophets,  so  highly  favoured  of  God  in  commencing  its  ex- 
istence under  the  guidance  of  such  a  teacher,  and  to  the 
whole  Presbyterian  &mily  throughout  the  land,  to  whom  in 
common  his  memory  will  ever  be  fragrant. 

^^  Besolvedy  That  we  tender  our  a£fectionate  sympathy  to 
the  bereaved  &mily  of  the  deceased,  and  would  crave  the 
privilege  to  mingle  our  tears  as  at  the  grave  of  a  &ther. 
"John  N.  Lewis,  Stated  Clerk." 

From  his  native  State  the  tribute  of  respect  was  waim 
and  significant  In  communicating  it,  the  Bev.  Dr.  McFar- 
land,  the  Stated  Clerk,  uses  the  following  language  :  "  I  fed 
as  though  I  ought  to  embrace  the  occasion  to  say  a  few 
words  for  myself.  I  doubt  whether  any,  out  of  the  fiunily 
c(mnection,  feel  the  death  of  your  bdoved  fother  move 
deeply  than  I  do.  There  was  no  man  on  earth  for  whom  I 
felt  such  love.  Ever  since  I  knew  him,  he  has  been  my 
oounsellor  in  all  the  important  changes  of  my  life.  I  fidt 
unbounded  confidence  in  the  soundness  of  his  judgment^  and 
he  always  took  a  great  interest  in  my  a£GEiirs. 

"I  felt  under  oUigations  to  him  in  oommon  with  others 
for  his  invaluable  instructions ;  but  when  I  was  associated 
with  him,  I  enjoyed  his  personal  friendship  to  a  degree  which 
I  had  no  reason  to  expect,  and  of  which  he  gave  me  many 
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•nbfftantial  prooft^  and  I  regard  it  as  one  of  the  richest  bless- 
ipgs  of  my  life.  I  will  thank  you  to  convey  to  my  beloved 
fideudy  your  mother,  the  assurance  of  the  sympathies  of  a 
heart  that  feels  bereaved  in  some  humble  measure  like  her 
own.  God  grant  her  the  abundant  consolations  of  his  grace. 
Please  also  to  present  my  kind  i^mpathies  to  your  sister  and 
to  your  brothers." 


"  The  Synod  of  Vibginia  in  Session  at  Norfolk  Vi.,  ] 
November  Ut,  1861. 


**  It  having  pleased  the  Great  Head  of  the  Ohurch  to  re- 
move by  death,  on  the  22d  ult.,  the  venerable  and  reverend 
Dr.  Archibald  Alexander,  fix)m  his  long  and  useftd  labours 
on  earth  to  his  reward  in  heaven  :  this  Synod,  in  whose 
bounds  he  had  been  bom  and  reared,  and  of  which,  during 
the  early  part  of  his  ministry,  he  had  been  a  valued  member, 
feel  themselves  called  upon  to  testify  their  affectionate  re* 
membrance  of  his  great  excellence  as  a  £uthful  servemt  of 
Jesus  Christ ;  and  to  record  on  their  Minutes  the  mournful 
bereavement  which  the  whole  Church,  and  this  Synod  in 
particular,  feel,  in  the  death  of  so  eminent  and  useful  a 
minister  of  Christ.  His  character  as  a  faithful  and  successful 
preacher  of  the  Gospel  for  more  than  half  a  century,  and 
his  eminent  services  as  a  teacher  of  Theology  in  the  Prince- 
ton Seminary,  from  its  foundation  till  his  death,  are  known 
to  the  entire  Church  of  Christ  in  our  own  country,  and  to 
most  of  the  Evangelical  Churches  in  Europe. 

'^ '  The  righteous  shall  flourish  like  the  palm  tree  ;  he 
diall  grow  like  a  cedar  in  Lebanon.  Those  that  be  planted 
in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  shall  flourish  in  the  courts  of  our 
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Gk>d.  They  diall  still  bring  fcnrth  finiit  in  (M  age  ;  they 
shall  be  &t  and  flonriahing :  to  show  that  the  Lord  is  up- 
right ;  he  is  my  rock,  and  there  is  no  nniigfateoiisness  m 
him/ 

^^  Besolved,  That  the  Stated  Ctork  of  Synod  transmit 
to  the  £Eunily  of  Dr.  Alexander  a  copy  of  this  record,  with 
the  assurance  of  the  tender  sympathy  of  Sjmod  in  their 
affliction. 

"  The  foregoing  is  a  true  extract  from  the  minutes  of 

Synod. 

"  Francis  McParland,  Stated  Clerk. 

"  To  the  family  of  the  late  Dr.  A.  Alexander." 

From  a  great  number  of  similar  papers  we  shall  make 
no  further  selections  ;  for,  however  gratifying  to  bereaved 
friends,  they  could  scarcely  be  expected  to  command  the  in- 
terest of  the  general  reader.  We  may  however  add  a  few 
passages  from  a  speech  of  the  Bev.  Wm.  H.  Foote,  D.  D.,  in 
the  Sjmod  of  Virginia,  towards  the  close  of  a  discussicm  on 
the  Uidon  Theological  Seminary.  In  a  h^hly  imaginative 
strain,  he  represents  the  Yirginia  Church  as  demanding  her 
dead  from  other  parts  of  the  land,  and  as  bringing  them  back 
with  frmereal  pomp.  We  are  constrained  to  content  oorsdf 
with  a  newspaper  report : 

^^  Permit  me  to  say  a  few  words  on  this  subject  of  the 
Union  Theological  Seminary ;  and  with  your  permission  I 
will  give  the  thoughts  that  passed  through  my  excited  mind 
last  night. 

^'  It  seemed  to  me.  Moderator — that  the  discussion  waa 
going  on — and  that  you  said  to  the  Synod,  you  had  an  aigu- 
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ment  for  the  Seminary  that  must  be  dedaive,  and  bade  us 
follow  yoiL  And  away  you  led  us  all,  id  soienm  sileiice,  to 
the  grayeyard  in  Princeton,  New  Jersey  ;  and  knoddng  at 
the  gate,  demanded  of  those  assemUing,  some  of  the  pre- 
cious dust  lying  there. 

^^  And  first  you  said,  we  must  have  Samuel  Davies,  for 
he  was  the  apostle  of  Virginia.  They  claimed  him  as  Presi- 
dent of  Nassau  HaU.  Tou  said  he  ought  to  rest  with  the 
church  of  his  founding ;  that  Nassau  Hall  had  seen  him 
ascend  to  heaven,  and  that  was  the  full  amount  of  her 
daim  ; — ^his  dust  was  ours.    And  you  took  him. 

'^Next,  you  said,  you  must  have  S%muel  Stanhope 
Smith.  They  murmured.  But  you  said — ^his  latest  exul- 
tation in  life  was,  that  he  laid  the  foundation  of  Hamp- 
den Sidney  College  ;  and  where  should  the  founder  lie,  but 
with  the  college  of  his  creation,  and  hb  joy  ?  And  you 
took  him. 

^'  Then  you  said  they  might  have  undisputed  Burr,  and 
at  his  feet  his  great,  his  erring,  and  we  believe  his  repenting 
son  ;  and  the  great  Edwards,  if  the  New  Englanders  were 
content ;  and  they  might  rejoice  in  the  lovely  Finley,  and 
the  venerable  Witherspoon  ;  and  they  might  glory  in  Miller, 
and  Maclean,  and  the  younger  professors ; — ^but  we  must 
have  Alexander,  have  him  flesh  and  bones,  for  he  was  ours ; 
we  had  loaned  him,  but  never  yielded  himr— ^ways  asserting 
our  claim,  and  calling  him  to  come  homa  They  resbted. 
But  you  said  Virginia  must  and  would  have  her  son  ;  he  had 
been  President  of  Hampden  Sidney  College  ;  had  lived,  and 
died  a  lover  of  his  native  State.    And  you  took  him. 
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^'  As  we  entered  your  native  comity,  Moderator,  you  told 
the  excited  citirons  that  yon  had  got  the  giants  of  the  last 
generation.  And  at  old  Oumberland,  you  said  we  mnst 
pause  for  the  night,  and  there  as  we  talked  over  the  revivals 
after  revivab  for  a  hnndred  years,  the  spirits  of  the  dead 
mingled  with  us,  and  the  eternal  world  brooded  on  ns,  and 
nnseen  companies  hailed  Davies  and  the  Smiths  and  Lacy 
and  Alexander  and  Hoge,  Good's  ministers  for  their  salvatioii. 

'^  In  the  morning  we  passed  on  ;  and  as  we  went  by  WO- 
lington  the  Mortons  brought  out  the  bones  of  their^  and  (mr 
beloved  Bice,  and  joined  the  procession.  On  by  the  College 
and  the  Semina^  you  led  an  immense  host — and  then  we 
met  Briery  and  Buffido  and  Cub  Creek,  with  Lyle  and  Bead, 
and  on  we  slowly  moved  amidst  an  immense^ host  gathered 
from  the  Potomac  and  the  Shenandoah  and  the  James  and 
the  Appomatox  and  the  Boanoke,  countless  as  the  sands  of 
the  'sea,  bowing  their  heads  as  we  laid  these  servants  of  the 
Church  on  the  little  cemetery  hilL  There  they  lay,  Davies, 
and  Smith  the  elder,  and  Smith  the  younger,  and  Graham 
and  Lacy,  and  Hoge  and  Lyle,  and  Bice  and  Graham  the 
younger,  and  Bead  and  Alexander. 

^^  Pointing  to  the  CoU^e  and  the  Seminary,  you  said 
these  are  the  nurseries  of  the  Church,  the  nurseries  of  the 
State.     And  all  said.  Amen. 

"  Our  procession  had  been  rapid,  but  time  pursued  on 
more  rapidly.  We  all  seemed  to  pass  away.  Generations 
came  and  generations  went,  like  thoughts,  like  the  visions  of 
the  night,  visions  full  of  brightness  and  glory  and  Gospel 
success.    As  the  oourse  rolled  on,  there  came  upon  tiie  stage 
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some  like  Davies,  fit  to  stand  for  the  Qospei  in  perilous  times, 
laying  the  foundation  of  churches,  whose  lips  were  touched 
with  a  live  coal  from  God's  altar ;  some  like  S.  S.  Smith, 
majestic,  grand,  the  father  of  coU^s ;  some  like  J.  B.  Smith, 
wonderful  in  revivals  and  raising  ministers  of  the  Gospel ; 
some  like  Lacj  strode  over  the  earth,  blowing  long  and  loud 
the  silveY  trumpet ;  and  some  like  the  classic  Lyle  and  the 
kind-hearted  Bead,  and  the  gentlemanly  Blythe,  who  preached 
on  the  frontiers.  Then  came  out  some  meek  wise  men  like 
Hoge,  with  whom  it  was  impossible  to  contend.  Now  and 
then  came  one  like  Bice,  with  a  warm  heart  refined  by  grace, 
that  could  plan  for  a  generation,  and  be  spent  for  God,  and 
die  from  exhaustion  ;  and  some  like  Alexander,  fit  to  mould 
a  host  of  ministers  of  the  Gospel ;  and  some  like  Speece^ 
^with  the  kind  heart  and  gigantic  mind,  that  walked  like 
Samson  with  the  gates  of  Gaza  ;  and  here  and  there  a 
mighty  reasoner,  with  a  heart  warmer  than  his  reason  was 
strong,  came  like  Baxter  to  aid  the  Church  in  her  per- 
plexities. Many  came  like  Le  Grand,  sweet  and  powerftQ  in 
persuasion ;  earnest  like  Calhoon  and  Mitchell  and  Hill,  and 
thrilling  in  eloquence  like  Turner. 

"  We,  the  Synod,  seemed  to  stand  on  the  mount  of  obser- 
vation, and  look  over  all  this.  And  as  the  multitudes  fol- 
lowed these  servants  of  God  unto  glory,  your  Moderator  said, 
^  Brethren,  do  you  regret  that  you  stood  by  the  Seminary  in 
her  low  estate  ? '  No  man  answered.  You  then  asked — 
Brethren,  what  do  you  say  ?  And  as  with  one  voice,  all 
cried,  Glory  to  Qoi  in  the  highest." 

Testimonials  in  the  joum^  of  the  day  and  in  public 
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di8cx)tirses  were  still  more  namerous.  From  a  few  of  theae 
we  shall  make  extracts,  not  so  much  for  the  eidogy  wbich 
they  may  comprise,  as  because  they  contaiQ  facts  and  traits 
of  character,  which  are  best  given  in  the  words  of  their  re- 
spective authors.  Many  who  moved  altogether  in  worldly 
circles  remembered  the  preacher  of  their  youthful  days. 
Thus  the  editor  of  the  New- York  Evening  Post,  in  a  grace- 
ful paragraph,  expresses  himself : 

^^His  sermons  and  essays  were  always  remarkable  for 
their  freshness  knd  simplicity,  combined  with  great  learning 
and  force.  He  was,  every  where  that  he  preached,  a  great 
favourite  with  his  hearers,  as  much,  perhaps,  on  account  of 
his  homely  and  fiimiliar  methods  of  illustration,  as  of  his 
genuine  pathos  and  power.  Among  the  students  at  Nassau 
Hall,  we  remember,  where  going  to  chapel  on  Sundays  was 
not  the  most  popular  and  attractive  occupation  in  which  they 
engaged,  those  Sundays  were  an  exception  when  it  was  an- 
nounced that  old  Dr.  Alexander  was  likely  to  preach.  The 
chapel  was  then  crowded,  not  only  with  the  members  of  the 
College,  but  with  people  from  the  village.  It  was  never  a 
burden,  but  always  a  treat,  even  to  the  young,  to  listen 
to  the  gentle  and  warm-hearted  old  man,  as  he  expound- 
ed, in  language  of  extreme  simplicity,  the  profoundest  doc- 
trines of  his  feith,  or  enforced  the  duties  of  morality  in  a 
racy  and  idiomatic  style,  which  did  not  disdain  at  times  the 
aids  of  a  certain  caustic  but  graceM  humour.  Many  anec- 
dotes are  told  of  his  touches  in  this  last  respect,  but  we  can- 
not recall  any  at  this  time.  Dr.  Alexander  was  a  man  of 
thorough  integrity  and  great  singleness  of  heart,  and  was 


Digitized  by  CjOQQ IC 


DB.   VAN   BEN88ELABB.  639 

much  endeared  to  his  pupils  and  acquaintances  as  well  as  to 
his  fiiends.  His  habits  were  entirely  those  of  the  student, 
and  he  seldom  mingled  in  general  society  ;  but  when  he  did, 
his  conversation  was  pointed  and  vivacious.  The  stores  of 
learning  which  he  had  accumulated  did  not  interfere  with 
the  more  homely  lore  of  anecdote  and  personal  reminiscences. 
Nor  did  the  books  in  his  head,  as  Robert  Hall  said  of  Dr. 
Kippis,  keep  his  brain  from  moving.  His  mind  was  particu- 
larly active  and  elastic,  and  he  always  had  something  new  to 
say.  His  death  will  cause  a  great  loss  to  his  Church,  which 
wiD,  doubtless,  adopt  some  appropriate  method  of  commem- 
orating his  long  and  varied  services." 

From  a  memorial  by  the  Eev.  Cortlandt  Van  Rensselaer, 
D.  D.,  we  glean  passages,  which  must  suffer  by  losing  their 
connection  : 

"  On  October  1st,  1V91,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  the 
Gh)spel,  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  There  was  a  tradition  that 
he  was  very  reluctant  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  the 
ministerial  office  at  so  early  an  age  ;  but  Mr.  Graham  and 
others  of  the  Presbytery,  were  so  earnest  in  favour  of  the 
measure,  that  his  own  scruples  were  overcome.  His  trial 
sermon  before  the  Presbytery,  the  text  having  been  given,  as 
is  said,  by  Mr.  Graham,  was,  ^  But  the  Lord  said  unto  me. 
Say  not,  I  am  a  child  :  for  thou  shalt  go  to  all  that  I  shall 
send  thee,  and  whatsoever  I  command  thee  thou  shalt 
speak.^ — Jer.  i.  V. 

"  Mr.  Graham  was  sitting  in  the  pulpit  watching  the 
progress  of  the  sermon  with  intense  interest,  and  from 
the  time  the  young  preacher,  who  was  his  fisivourite  pupil. 
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b^^an  to  warm  in  his  subject  until  the  dose,  the  old  prophet's 
fitce  was  bathed  in  tears.  During  the  recess  of  the  Presby- 
teiy,  Mr.  Graham  remarked  to  a  little  circle  in  the  grove, 
with  much  emotion,  as  follows  :  ^  I  have  prayed  most  earnest- 
ly to  Qod  for  the  conversion  of  that  young  man,  and  I  have 
lived  to  see  it.  And  I  have  prayed  earnestly  that  he  might 
become  a  minister  of  the  Gospel ;  I  have  lived  to  be  his  in- 
structor in  theology,  and  he  will  soon  be  licensed  to  preach. 
I  am  now  satisfied  to  leave  the  world  at  any  time,  for  I  feel 
that  I  have  not  lived  altogether  in  vain.' 

^^  In  giving  a  brief  summary  of  Dr.  Alexander's  traits 
of  character,  we  begin  with  his  piety,  which  was  earnest, 
simple-hearted,  equable,  transparent,  commanding  in  influ- 
ence, constantly  cultivated,  predominating  through  life  and 
sustaining  to  its  end.  EUs  peculiar  piety  was  the  basis  of  all 
his  excellence.  His  mental  endowments  were  marked  by  a 
shrewd  vigour,  an  ability  of  concentration,  and  a  ready 
facility  for  general  investigations.  His  sagacity  was  quick- 
sighted  as  his  eye  ;  his  memory  was  uncommonly  retentive  ; 
his  powers  of  association  and  of  logical  suggestion  rapid,  fer- 
tile, and  available  at  all  times.  His  learning  was  various 
rather  than  pre-eminently  deep  ;  but  it  was  not  superficial, 
although  extended  in  its  range  of  topics  ;  it  was  the  learning 
of  a  great  philosopher  rather  than  of  an  immured  student, 
prejudiced  to  any  particular  department ;  it  was  learning  so 
steady  in  its  acquisitions  that  the  Hebrew,  Greek  and  Latin 
were  regular  studies,  and  so  precise  and  femiliar,  that  his 
devotional  singing  was  in  the  language  of  the  sweet  psalmist 
of  Israel      His  enterprise  was  unfailing  even  at  foursccnre 
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yeaiB.  His  motto  was  to  'spend  and  be  spent ;'  he  was 
active  in  making  plans  for  nsefiilness,  in  matming  their  exe- 
cution and  in  developing  the  co-operation  of  others.  Unlike 
old  men,  who  are  often  fistint-hearted  for  Vork,  and  who  com- 
monly think  that  their  own  day  is  over,  he  was  a  youth  down 
to  old  age,  and  as  alert,  to  all  appearance,  as  ever.  This  is 
no  exaggeration.  When  the  Assembly  assigned  to  him,  last 
May,  the  subject  of  Church  Government — which  he  had  never 
particularly  attended  to — ^he  commenced  the  investigations 
necessary  to  a  course  of  instruction,  with  an  ardour  and  vi- 
vacity rarely  seen  in  a  special  devotee  to  that  department. 
At  our  last  visit,  paid  to  the  venerable  man  at  his  own  re- 
quest, he  stated  that  he  had  a  plan  for  establishing  a  Pres- 
byterian Normal  School  in  some  town  in  New  Jersey,  and  he 
thought  that  the  Board  of  Education  ought  to  take  imme- 
diate measures  to  secure  the  object.  The  simplicity  of  his 
character  and  manners  gave  a  charm  to  his  presence.  It 
was  delightM  to  see  greatness  without  guile,  and  conde- 
scension blending  with  the  authority  of  an  august  and  vener- 
able mien.  His  manners  reminded  us  of  our  great  Chief 
Justice  Marshall — ^plain,  characteristic  ;  the  comparatively 
unimportant  things  which  a  man  of  sense  never  overvalues. 
His  knowledge  of  human  nature,  his 'power  of  casuistry,  his 
searching  methods  of  applying  truth,  these  w^re  the  exhi- 
bitions of  a  common  sense  which  gave  to  the  preacher,  the 
professor,  and  the  man,  a  sceptre  of  dominion.  His  social 
habits  were  generally  free  and  unreserved.  When  in  health 
and  before  friends,  he  had  plenty  of  anecdote,  real  wit,  collo- 
quial vivacity,  and  at  times  a  way  of  pleasant,  hearty  laugh- 
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ter,  which  was  extremely  and  delightftilly  oontagiooa  He 
knew,  however,  how  to  maintam  his  personal  rights ;  and 
lometimes  his  ^  flashes  of  sQence/  as  Sydney  Smith  caOs 
them,  were  awfuL  The  students  had  access  to  his  study  at 
all  hours  ;  the  old  gentleman  was  rarely  out ;  his  well-known 
^  dome  in'  has  welcomed  visitors  thousands  of  times ;  he  made 
it  a  point  to  give  up  every  thing  for  their  accommodation  ; 
and  if  they  wanted  advice  he  gave  it ;  and  they  knew  when 
it  was  time  to  go." 

The  Bev.  John  Hall,  D.  D.,  of  Trenton,  was  firom  eaiiy 
childhood  an  object  of  Dr.  Alexander's  particular  regard ; 
and  from  this  intimacy  he  has  been  able  to  strike  aS  some- 
what happily  a  few  traits  which  might  have  escaped  a  nuxe 
distant  observer. 

'^  In  thus  casting  a  glance  over  the  prominence  of  Dr. 
Alexander's  public  life,  and  recalling  the  wide-spread  noto- 
riety of  his  name  in  our  own  and  other  churches,  it  is  a  most 
profitable  &ct  to  state  in  connection  with  such  a  review,  that 
gathering  up  the  testimony  of  all  these  classes  of  obeerverB, 
his  walk  has  been  that  of  faith.  From  youth  to  old  age  his 
course  has  been  that  of  consistent  piety.  His  life  has  been 
that  of  those  who  walk  as  they  have  the  apostles  for  an  ex* 
ample.  And  the  illustration,  the  instructive  point  of  all  this, 
strikes  me  as  consisting,  in  showing  us  that  the  essence,  the 
great  quality  of  the  true  life  of  fidth,  lies  now,  as  it  ever  has 
done,  in  a  simple  following  of  what  is  true  and  right  in  the 
sight  of  GkxL  The  ignorant,  the  weak-minded,  may  have  a 
religious  fiedth  which  is  little  more  than  credulity,  an  unin- 
jbnned,  undiscriminating  confidence  in  what  they  have  re* 
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oeived  by  education  or  tradition ;  taey  may  pass  through 
their  obscnre  and  nnobsenred  lives,  from  the  cradle  to  the 
grave  without  a  reproach,  because  their  very  circumstances 
have  protected  them :  but  where  we  see  a  man  of  the  strong- 
est and  most  sagacious  order  of  intellect,  a  man  of  solid 
learning,  and  such  extensive  and  varied  knowledge,  as  to  be 
proverbial  for  the  treasures  of  his  memory  ; — a  man  whose 
daily  reading  was  in  Hebrew,  and  Greek,  and  Latin, — a  man 
who  was  at  home  in  the  mental  sciences,  and  whose  inquis- 
itive mind  penetrated  into  all  kinds  of  knowledge,  so  as  to 
be  ready  on  every  subject  of  conversation ;  when  we  see  a 
man  of  this  description,  li^ng,  conversing,  preaching,  in- 
structing, writing,  with  the  same  simplicity,  and  directness^ 
and  perseverance  of  faith  as  the  obscurest  and  moi^  illiterate 
of  Gk)d's  people, — ^when  this  faith  becomes  the  pervading 
spirit  and  grand  characteristic  of  the  whole  man,  so  as  to 
modify  and  shape  every  other  quality  of  his  intellect  and 
affections, — then  we  see  that  this  was  his  true  great- 
ness— ^this  was  after  all  what  made  him  so  extraordinary  a 
character.  And  the  practical  benefit  of  marking  such  a  man 
is,  to  make  us  know  that  whilst  the  best  grade  of  piety  may 
subsist  with  the  highest  mental  endowments  and  acquire- 
ments, as  well  as  with  the  humblest,  yet,  after  all,  the  true 
ensample  of  the  piety  of  apostles  and  all  saints  lies  in  their 
simple  credence  of  Divine  truth,  and  a  simple  conformity  of 
common  life  to  Divine  precept& 

^^  This  trait  was  manifest  in  every  purt  of  his  character. 
We  must  alf  remember  that  notwithstanding  the  great  weight 
that  has  attached  to  the  opinions  of  Dr.  Alexander,  not  mere- 
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1  J  out  of  personal  deference  to  him,  bat  by  the  craivictioiiB 
which  the  grounds  for  his  judgments  produced,  yet  all 
this  power  was  the  result  of  this  very  singl^iess  and  sim- 
plicity of  his  character.  He  used  no  management ;  he  de- 
pended on  no  secret  plans  ;  he  obtruded  no  opinions ;  be 
neither  flattered  nor  threatened  ;  he  was  silent  and  reserved, 
rather  than  forward  ;  he  listened  with  composure  to  the  most 
opposite  sentiments,  and  gave  his  own  as  if  he  were  the  last 
and  least ;  but  after  him  there  was  seldom  any  to  rise  ;  his 
free,  direct,  plain-spoken  words  came  like  the  dispassionate 
verdict  of  a  mind  that  had  considered  the  point  in  all  its 
%hts,  and  that  verdict  seldom  failed  to  secure  concurrence. 
"  This  is  true  Christian  power  ;  a  power,  not  of  name  or 
station,  bi|t  of  character  and  sound  judgment ;  therefore 
one  that  can  be  marked  as  an  ensample  ; — a  power  resulting 
from  the  simplicity  of  an  intelligent  faith,  a  habit  of  per- 
petual reference  to  the  Bible  standard,  and  accompanied  by 
unaffected  modesty  and  humility.  It  was  one  of  the  remark- 
able qualities  of  this  beloved  man,  that  his  humility  con- 
tinued imaffected  by  all  the  deference  with  which  he  was 
regarded.  When  he  was  at  the  age  of  nineteen  licensed  to 
preach,  the  Presbytery  assigned  him  as  the  text  for  his  trial 
sermon,  Jeremiah  L  7  ;  ^  But  the  Lord  said  unto  me,  Say  not 
I  am  a  child  ;  for  thou  shalt  go  to  all  that  I  shall  send  thee, 
and  whatsoever  I  command  thee,  thou  shalt  speak.'  The 
manuscript  of  that  sermon  is  extant,  and  it  is  highly  charac- 
teristic of  the  whole  life  that  followed  that  beginning,  to  find 
that  though  the  selection  of  the  text  was  so  well- calculated, 
and  probably  designed,  to  draw  out  some  allusions  to  the 
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candidate's  yottth,  not  a  word  of  reference  is  made  to  him- 
8e1£  From  that  day  onward  we  should  search  in  vain^  in 
his  discourses,  speeches,  writings,  or  conversation^  for  egotis- 
tical mention  of  himself,  or  in  the  history  of  his  life,  for  any 
seeding  of  publicity,  or  of  self-advancement.  He  sought 
nothing.  He  kept  himself  waiting  upon  Providence.  He  was 
always  the  '  child,'  to  go  where  the  Lord  should  send  him,  and 
speak  what  He  should  command.  Who  ever  saw  Dr.  Alex- 
ander putting  himself  forward  in  any  mattier,  small  or  great  ? 
Who  ever  saw  him  strive  for  the  floor  in  any  ecclesiastical 
assembly,  or  aim  to  be  a  leader  on  any  question  of  debate  ? 
Who  ever  found  him  making  himself  c(mspicuous,  excepting 
as  his  very  &ithfhlne8B  and  readiness  to  do  whatever  was  re- 
quired of  him,  made  him  so  ?  In  a  word,  who  ever  saw  in 
him  any  thing  like  a  display  of  his  own  influence,  or  a  dis- 
position to  employ  it  in  any  other  way  than  in  the  modest^ 
expression,  in  the  fewest  words  and  calmest  manner,  of  his 
own  conclusions  ?  In  this  plain,  scriptural,  unambitious 
cast  of  his  rel^ous  character  and  Tiews,  we  may  find  the 
secret  of  the  excellence  and  universal  acceptance  of  his 
preaching.  For  it  was  one  of  his  apostolic  marks,  that  his 
preaching  was  not  only  intell^ible,  but  attractive  to  all 
classes  of  persons.  Simple,  direct,  discriminating,«sensible, 
aiming  at  the  heart,  with  a  wonderful  knowledge  of  human 
nature  inidl  its  states  and  attitudes  in  relation  to  the  truth, 
it  was  emphatically  true  that  his  speech  and  preaching  were 
in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  of  power.  And  it  de- 
serves to  be  noted  by  all  ministers  and  candidates,  tlutt  one 
of  the  chief  external  means  by  which  Dr.  Alexander  attained 
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wb»t  jare  oft  en  called  bis  inimitable  exoellenoiefl  as  a  {»!eachei^ 
was  hi$  qpending  several  years  both  after  licenmue  and  ordi- 
nation,  in  itinerant  missionary  service,  pieacbing  ia  the 
humblest  and  most  destitute  places^  often  in  the  open  air, 
and  adapting  his  language  and  manner  to  the  minds  that 
needed  the  plainest  kind  of  instruction.  It  will  be  a  good 
day  for  the  ministry  and  the  Church,  when  the  performanoe 
of  a  term  of  such  itinerant  service  shall  be  exacted  as  part 
of  the  trials  of  every  probationer  before  ordination. 

'^  It  also  deserves  to  be  marked  by  us  all,  that  from  his 
earliest  years  as  a  Christian,  he  who  reached  such  attain- 
ments of  piety,  was  accustomed  to  pay  constant  attentioo 
to  his  own  persdhal  religion.  Upon  the  details  of  his  prac- 
tice in  this  respect,  no  one  can  ftilly  ent^ ;  for  he  was  re- 
markable both  for  the  privacy  of  his  own  religious  exercises, 
•  and  his  avoidance  of  every  thing  that  bordered  upon  a  rela- 
tion of  what  is  so  sacred  and  personal,  as  a  Christian's  own 
self-examination  and  discipline.  But  it  could  not  be  qobt 
cealed,  that  throughout  his  life,  his  preachinj^  his  conver- 
sation, his  favourite  reading,  were  ccmnected  with  a  constairt 
devotedness  of  his  mind  to  personal  piety,  whilst  the  seasons 
of  devout  abstraction,  and  sometimes  the  involuntaiy  changes 
of  his  count^iance  and  movements  of  his  hands,  evinced 
fixed  habits  of  spiritual  communion,  and  ejaculatoiy  prayer. 

'^  Christians,  and  especiidly  clergymen,  c£  strong  inteUeot^ 
of  studious  babitSi  of  schokutio  attai^m^itEf,  often  find  tibeir 
paxkfessional  pursuits  so  absorbing  to  their  taste,  as  to  become 
their  great  temptation.  They  bury  themselves  in  bookB^ 
exhaust  theii  minds  in  researches,  which  though  th^  may  be 
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theological  in  their  relations,  are  pnrety  intellectual  in  their 
process.  Bat  I  think  no  one  who  intimately  knew  Dr.  Al- 
exander, can  think  otherwise,  than  that  profoundly  as  he 
studied  the  range  of  theological  and  philosophical  science, 
his  heart  was  in  the  Bible,  and  in  experimental  religion ; 
that  his  musings  were  not  on  the  speculative  theories  of  his 
own,  or  other  men's  minds,  but  on  the  revelations  of  the 
Divine  Spirit,  and  the  actual  woikings  of  the  human  heart, 
m  its  relations  to  Gknl  and  inspired  truth.  One  striking 
proof  of  the  habitual  culture  of  his  own  heart  was,  that  it 
never  seemed  to  cost  him  an  effort,  or  produce  a  reaction,  to 
^  oome  to  the  most  serious  and  spiritual  subjects  or  duties.  He 
was  not  serious  by  turns  or  on  occasions ;  but  could  pass  in- 
terchangeably from  common  to  sacred  topics,  in  that  equable 
tone  and  manner  which  showed  that  the  levities  of  time  and 
of  sense  were  habitualfy  subordinate  with  him  to  the  realities 
<^  Divine  things.  At  the  furthest  possible  remove  from 
sanctimoniousness,  or  assumed  seriousness — easily  moved  to 
the  greatest  enjoyment  of  cheerhilness,  highly  sensitive  even 
to  whatever  is  amusing  or  ludicrods,  he  never  lost  his  dignity, 
sor  gave  a  momLenfs  encouragement  to  a  hilarity  inconsistent 
with  Christian  gravity.  No  one  ever  heard  from  his  lips,  in 
ha  most  cheerful  moments,  what  might  not  be  properly  re- 
peated ;  no  one  dared  to  say  in  his  presence  aught  that  bor- 
dered on  irreverence  for  sacred  language  or  sacred  objects ; 
no  one  ever  heard  from  him,  when  treating  of  sacred  things, 
a  sentence  intended  to  create  amusement,  or  attempting  to 
excuse  a  jest  under  the  plea  of  eooentrioity.  The  substratum 
of  godliness  was  too  deq>  and  firm,  to  allow  of  vagaries  of 
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this  kind,  which  have  too  often  disgraced  eminent  and  even 
good  men.  In  fiu^  I  may  here  say,  that  whilst  some  of  the 
best  men  have  had  foibles  or  pecnliarities,  which  have  in 
some  degree  detracted  from  the  completeness  or  symmetoj 
of  their  character,  and  disturbed  the  pleasure  of  our  associa- 
tions with  their  memory,  I  can,  after  the  knowledge  <^  a 
lifetime,  recall  no  such  exception  as  attaching  to  the  chaiao- 
teristics  of  our  departed  father/' 

From  a  leading  article  in  the  ^^  Presbyterian,''  which  we 
ascribe  to  our  friend  the  Reverend  Dr.  Engles,  we  take  these 
well-considered  paragraphs : 

'^  In  contemplating,  for  instance,  such  a  character  as  that 
of  the  late  venerable  Dr.  Alsxandsb,  we  can  sum  up  in 
few  words  the  historical  incidents  of  his  life.  The  youi^ 
missionary  in  Virginia,  the  youthftd  President  of  a  literary 
institution,  the  &ithfril  city  pastor,  the  Professor  of  Thedogy 
for  forty-  years,  and  then  the  tranquil  death  of  the  aged 
Christian ;  and  yet  related  to  all  these  positions  there  is  a 
more  retbed,  but  living  history,  an  every  day  hist(»y,  whidi 
marks  the  progress  in  learning,  the  application  of  talents  for 
the  public  benefit,  the  development  of  social  qualities,  and 
the  maturing  of  Christian  graoes,  which  conspired  in  the 
fimnation  of  a  character  at  once  distinguidied,  beloved,  and 
eminently  useful  During  the  eighty  years  which  he  lived, 
how  many  of  his  omtemporaries  ainUitiously  struggled  to 
reach  a  lofty  eminence  in  public  estimation  as  scholars,  poli- 
ticians, and  soldiers,  who  have  gone  down  to  the  grave  disap- 
pointed and  defeated,  or  convinced  that  their  lives  have  be^i 
misapplied  in  pursuing  a  j^iantom  1    He,  on  the  oontiary, 
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whose  ambition  was  to  be  good  and  do  good^  has  tranqmUy 
descended  to  the  grave,  full  of  thankfulness  for  Qod's  mei^ 
eies,  gladdened  by  the  prospects  of  a  glorious  immortaliiy, 
and  leaving  behind  him  a  precious  memory,  embalmed  in 
many  hearts. 

'^  It  would  be  a  comparative  happiness  to  many  dying 
sinners  to  believe  that  the  influence  which,  during  life,  they 
have  exerted  by  word  and  example,  should  be  buried  with 
them ;  but  not  so  with  him.  Modest  and  unpretending  as 
he  was,  he  might  well  be  cheered  by  the  reflection  that  his 
influence  would  live  when  he  was  dead.  Indeed,  such  an 
example  should  ever  live,  and  in  succeeding  generations 
should  be  held  up  for  imitation,  especially  to  young  men  who 
may  fill  the  ranks  of  the  ministry.  We  remember  Dr. 
Alexander  from  the  days  of  our  boyhood,  and  although  not 
38  well  qualified  to  delineate  his  character  as  others,  who, 
firom  position,  have  enjoyed  more  intimate  intercourse  with 
him,  we  may  be  permitted  to  record  our  impressions. 

^'  No  one  acquainted  with  this  venerable  man,  could  fiur 
a  moment  suspect  that  his  qualifications  fell  short  of  any 
station  in  which  he  suffered  himself  to  be  placed.  He  dig- 
nified the  station — ^not  the  station  him.  It  was  his  settled 
aim  and  purpose  to  meet  every  exigency  to  which  he  was 
called.  His  early  training  adapted  him  to  study,  and  he 
was  a  student  all  his  life,  and  with  a  closeness  of  application 
which  few  constitutions  could  endure.  Few  men  could  a^g- 
propriate  as  many  hours  in  the  day  to  study  without  exer- 
cise and  with  less  injury  to  the  physical  system.  In  mere 
scholastic  learning  he  may  have  been  surpassed  by  others ; 
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those  who  saooeedhim  may,  with  the  inoroaeed  fecOities  of 
aoqairing  critical  skill  in  langoages,  ezod  him  in  this  respect ; 
but  in  solid  kaniing,  in  his  department,  derived  finom  vtior 
midons  reading,  discriminating  ji^gment^  practical  and  strong 
sense,  and  devout  meditation  and  prayer,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  snrpass  him.  He  never  encnmbered  himself  with  useless 
learning.  He  laboured  in  the  mine  in  seardi  of  the  pure  ore, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  persood  embellishment,  but  of  con- 
verting it  into  usefid  currency.  We  have  never  known  a 
man  mote  thoroughly  practical  in  this  req)ect.  What  he 
learned  when  a  pastor,  he  freely  distributed  among  his  people 
with  an  anxious  aim  to  enlighten  their  minds  and  meet  theff 
varied  spiritual  wants ;  what  he  learned  as  a  professor,  he  as 
anxiously  moulded  into  shape,  in  his  lectures,  to  direct  the 
tmining  of  young  ministers  for  their  arduous  work ;  and  in 
his  published  works  it  was  his  prominent  object  to  convince 
the  judgment  and  direct  the  heart  in  the  search  of  saving 
truth.  Even  the  weekly  periodicalB,  and  our  own  perhaps 
most  &voured  in  this  respect,  bore  evidence  ei  tins  practical 
feature  <^  his  charact^,  in  the  brief  essays  in  winch  the 
suggestions  of  a  leisure  moment  w«re  embodied  fer  pubfic 
use.  It  was  this  practicalness  which  constituted  what  is 
generally  described  as  the  simplicity  of  his  dbaracter.  He 
had  an  object,  whether  as  a  lecturer,  preacher,  or  social  com- 
panion, and  without  circumlocution  or  parade  he  aimed  to 
accomplish  it.  That  object  was  to  do  good  and  to  receive 
good,  and  hence  his  use  of  the  simplest  and  best  adapted 
means.  A  quiet,  self-possessed  manner,  unusual  urbanity 
and  {Peasantry,  a  manifested  interest  in  what  he  was  engaged 
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ment,  were  leading  chaiacteristios.  Hence  he  never  spoke 
without  finding  ready  listeners.  They  knew  he  had  some- 
tiling  to  comnmnicatei  which  it  would  be  profitahle  for  them 
to  learn,  and  they  were  at  once  prepossessed  by  the  ease  and 
familiarity  of  his  method,  which  was  so  &i  removed  firom  the 
pretence  and  affected  dignity  of  the  teacher. 

^  His  lectures,  sermons,  and  conyersations  were  rich  in 
thought,  and  yet  so  naturally  express^,  that  any  one  might 
ccmolude  that  it  would  not  be  difficult  for  them  to  have  the 
same  thoughts,  and  express  them  in  the  same  language, 
until  the  trial  should  convince  them  to  the  contrary.  This 
same  practical  trait  of  character  made  Dr.  Alexander  always 
accessible.  Onerous  as  were  his  duties,  his  study  was  gen- 
erally open,  and  his  students  were  accustomed  to  tesort  to 
him  as  a  wise  and  firiendly  counsellor.  Not  only  did  he 
listen  patiently  and  advise  kindly,  but  generally  managed  to 
extract  some  useful  information  fix>m  his  visitors,  which  he 
made  availaUe.  He  not  only  thus  obtained  great  insist 
into  character,  and  into  the  various  phases  c£  religious  expe- 
rience, but  a  vast  fund  of  information  rectpecting  the  want% 
prospects,  and  general  condition  of  the  Church  in  all  sections 
(ji  the  country.  Perhaps  no  man  in  the  Church  had  so  mi- 
nute an  acquaintance  with  its  present  history,  or  exerted 
himself  more  effectually  to  provide  for  its  wants  and  promote 
its  wel&re. 

^'  Although  he  was  not  exempt  fiom  infirmities  <^  the 
flesh,  yet  we  doubt  whether  he  ever,  knowingly,  devised  a 
l^an  for  gaining  popularity.    It  came  without  seeking.    His 
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natural  traits,  greatly  improved  under  the  cultivation  cf 
grace,  were  exactly  adapted  to  win  the  good  opinion  of  aU 
Bxtensiye  knowledge,  shrewd  and  discriminating  sense,  kind 
and  genial  feeling,  sympathy  with  all  that  was  good,  coold 
not  but  find  access  to  many  hearts ;  and  if  we  ask  the  six- 
teen hundred  ministers  still  living,  out  of  the  eighte^i  hun- 
dred and  forty  who  have  sat  at  his  feet  as  pupils,  they  will 
bear  a  uniform  testimony  of  affection  for  his  worth*  They 
venerated  and  loved  him" 

The  Bev.  Nicholas  Murray,  D.  D.,  thus  strikingly  confinns 
the  same  estimate,  in  a  contribution  made  by  him  to  the 
columns  of  the  New- York  Observer  ;  from  which  we  have 
room  only  for  extracts.  "  The  true  idea  of  Dr.  Ardiibald 
Alexander  must  be  ever  confined  to  those  who  knew  him,  and 
who  were  capable  ol  appreciating  his  character.  And  that 
idea  even  with  such,  like  the  idea  of  the  true,  or  the  beauti- 
ful, is  more  easily  felt  than  expressed.  Tou  ask  me  to  give 
you  my  idea  of  him.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  transfer  it 
to  paper,  just  as  it  lies  enshrined  in  my  own  mind  ;  but  for 
the  sake  of  those  who  never  saw  or  knew  him,  and  who  may 
deore  a  portrait  of  the  man,  I  will  make  the  attempt  to 
comply  with  your  request. 

^^  My  first  sight  of  the  man  and  interview  with  him,  was 
in  the  mcmth  of  llbvember,  1826.    My  first  feeling  was  that 

of  disappointment Having  just 

passed  fix)m  under  the  tuition  of  Dr.  Griffin,  the  contrast  be- 
tween my  past  and  future  teacher  was  too  great  not  to  be 
felt  at  the  mcnnent.  He  placed  me,  howev^,  by  his  kind, 
cordial  manner,  soon  at  ease  ;  and  as  he  was  reading  my  in- 
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trodnctionB  and  papers,  I  sought,  as  well  as  I  could,  to  read 
his  person  and  countenance.  I  soon  concluded  that  his 
broad  and  strongly  marked  forehead,  his  dark  and  penetrating 
eye,  his  brief  but  comprehensiye  questions,  his  rapid  concep- 
tions, meant  something ;  and  I  left  his  room  deeply  interested 
and  impressed  by  the  interview.  On  the  next  Sabbath,  in 
the  afternoon,  I  heard  him  for  the  first  time  preach  in  the 
Oratory  of  the  Seminary.  He  spoke  sitting  in  his  chair. 
He  read  a  passage  of  Scripture,  and  then,  as  was  his  manner, 
raising  his  spectacles  fix>m  his  eyes  to  his  head,  he  commenced 
talking.  His  voice  was  peculiar,  and  his  manner — ^his  matter 
was  simple.  As  he  progressed  I  became  interested,  absorbed. 
Although  seated  in  the  middle  of  the  room  and  in  the  midst 
of  students,  I  thought  he  was  preaching  to  me,  and  revealing 
the  very  secrets  of  my  heart.  And  as  his  penetrating  eye 
glanced  from  seat  to  seat,  I  instinctively  shrunk  behind  the 
person  that  sat  before  me,  in  order  to  avoid  his  reading  me 
through  and  through.  That  first  sermon  I  have  never  for- 
gotten. As  a  preacher  to  the  conscience  and  to  the  expe- 
rience of  men,  I  have  never  known  or  read  of  his  superior. 
Whilst  imder  his  instructions  my  esteem  grew  into  respect, 
my  respect  into  love,  and  my  love  into  admiration  of  the 
man  ;  and  my  intercourse  with  him  in  subsequent  years,  on 
more  equal  terms,  and  on  a  wider  platform  than  that  of  a 
student,  has  left  the  impression  on  my  heart,  that  in  all  the 
elements  of  true  greatness,  the  Church  of  Christ  has  had  but 
few  such  ministers. 

^^  He  was  a  child  of  nature  in  all  his  habits ;   in  his 
modes  of  thought,  in  his  manner  of  expression,  in  his  tones 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


604  TB8TIM0NISS. 

of  .Yoioe,  in  his  gestures,  in  his  keen  wit,  in  his  oocasianal 
sarcasms,  in  his  very  langh,  he  was  perfectly  natural  It 
would  seem  as  if  the  idea  of  doing  a  thing  genteelly,  or  ac- 
cording to  rule,  or  for  effect,  was  never  before  him.  TUb 
was  one  of  the  highest  charms  of  his  character.  He  was  a 
man  of  godly  sincerity.  He  had  no  concealed  ends — no 
hidden  plans  to  produce  future  results.  He  manifested  all 
that  he  felt ;  in  an  intercourse  with  him,  of  more  or  less  fre- 
quency, for  twenty-five  years,  some  of  which  was  confiden- 
tial, I  have  never  known  him  to  advocate  policy.  His  was 
the  most  simple-hearted  piety.  He  read  the  Bible  like  a 
diild,  and  he  exercised  a  simple  faith  in  all  it  taught  and 
promised.  There  was  no  effort  to  explain  away  its  doctrines, 
or  to  modify  its  principles  by  the  teachings  of  philosophy 
wisely  so  called.  He  was  a  metaphysician  ;  and  yet  all  the 
metaphysics  and  German  mysticism  upon  earth  weighed  not 
a  feather  with  him  against  one  simple  text  of  Scripture  &irly 
interpreted.  His  mind  and  heart  were  imbued  with  Divine 
truth,  and  his  experience  of  its  power  was  rich  and  ripe.  He 
had  a  sympathizing  heart.  No  person  ever  resorted  to  him 
in  vain  for  counsel  or  aid.  He  entered  into  your  circumstan- 
ces and  feelings,  and  soon  felt  as  you  felt.  Indeed  I  have 
known  his  sympathies  produce  in  him  a  nervous  excitement, 
so  as  greatly  to  interrupt  his  comfort.  He  knew  when  to 
speak  and  when  to  be  silent.  It  was  in  the  month  of  Jan- 
uary, 1842,  he  came  to  my  bereaved  femily  to  bury  one  of 
our  children,  the  second  taken  from  us  within  a  few  days. 
He  sat  by  my  side  without  saying  a  word  for  some  ^ime.  At 
length  breaking  the  silence,  he  uttered  this  memorable  ex- 
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^HMsion :  ^I  have  not  oome  to  comfort  70a,  my  fHend^  the 
Lord  only  can  c<»nfort  yon ;'  and  again  along  rilence  ensned. 
After  the  emotions  excited  hy  onr  first  meeting  subsided,  the 
oonveisation  became  natural,  and  on  his  part  instroctive  and 
greatly  comforting.  He  was  a  preacher  of  the  rarest  excel- 
lence. Natural,  scriptural^  pungent,  experimental,  and  at 
times  overwhelming  in  his  application  of  truth  to  the  saint 
and  to  the  sinner.  Nor  had  he  lost  any  of  his  interest  down 
to  old  age.  The  last  address  I  ever  heard  Arom  him  was 
made  to  the  Synod  of  New  Jersey,  at  its  meeting  in  I3iza- 
bethtown  in  1850,  and  I  never  heard  a  better  one,  or  one 
that  more  deeply  interested  his  crowded  audience.  As  a  pro* 
fessor  of  Theology  he  was  able,  discriminating,  sound  in  the 
fidth,  and  most  ardently  attached  to  the  great  doctrines  of 
grace ;  and  as  a  teacher  he  was  as  a  &ther  to  his  pupils. 
Their  location,  their  joys  and  their  sorrows,  their  failure  and 
successes,  seemed  all  known  to  him.  Their  names  seemed 
ever  before  him,  and  he  never  met  them  but  with  paternal 
emotions.  His  death  was  just  like  his  life,  cahn,  natural, 
collected  and  pleasant.  None  would  have  it  indeed  other- 
wise. There  was  no  pain  of*  body,  no  anxiety  of  mind,  no 
fears  as  to  the  Ohurch.  His  &mfly  was  all  aroimd  him. 
The  Synod  of  New  Jersey  was  in  session.  His  beloved 
Seminary  was  flourishing.  ^  My  work,'  said  he,  ^  is  done,  aud 
it  is  best  I  should  go  home.'  And  he  went  home.  The 
Lord  reigneth,  let  the  earth  rejoice.'' 

We  ai'e  permitted  to  extract  somewhat  more  largely  from 
a  publication  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sprague,  of  Albany:  "I 
never  saw  Dr.  Alexander  till  I  joined  the  Princeton  Semi- 
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naiy,  in  the  aatamn  of  1816  ;  though  I  had  heard  of  him 
in  connection  with  an  interesting  incident  of  a  journey,  firaun 
my  early  childhood.  In  the  parish  of  Columbia  (formeriy 
Lebanon  Crank),  Ct.,  which  bordered  upon  the  parish  in 
which  I  was  bom,  there  was  an  extensive  revival  of  religion 
about  the  beginning  of  this  century,  and  Mr.  Brockway,  the 
pastor  of  the  church,  had,  on  one  occasion,  appointed  a  lee* 
ture  at  the  meeting-house,  to  be  held  early  in  the  afternoon. 
A  stranger — as  I  used  to  hear  the  story— entered  the  house, 
and  was  invited  by  Mr.  Brockway  to  preach  ;  and  his  preach- 
ing was  so  remarkable,  that  it  has  not  ceased  to  be  talked 
about  by  the  old  people  to  this  day.  All  that  was  known  of 
the  preacher  was,  that  he  was  a  Mr.  Alexander,  from  Vii^ 
ginia,  who  went  on  his  way  immediately  after  the  service. 
The  very  last  time  I  saw  Dr.  Alexander,  he  adverted  to  the 
circumstance,  apparently  with  great  pleasure,  and  remarked, 
that  it  had  been  brQ^ght  to  his  mind,  a  short  time  before,  by 
the  Bev.  Alfred  Wright,  missionaiy  among  the  Choctaws, 
who  told  him  that  he  was  present  and  heard  the  sermon. 
The  Doctor's  version  of  the  story  was  as  foUows :  He  was 
travelling  for  his  health  with  Dr.  Coffin,  now  of  Tennessee, 
on  horseback ;  as  they  stopped  for  dinner  at  an  inn  near  the 
church,  they  noticed  the  ringing  of  the  bell,  and  on  inquiry, 
ascertewied  that  there  was  to  be  a  lecture.  They  concluded 
to  attend  the  service  ;  but  as  soon  as  the  minister  discovered 
them,  he  came  out  of  the  pulpit  and  made  his  way  to  the 
pew  where  they  sat,  and  asked  if  they  were  not  ministers  ; 
and  on  ascertaining  that  they  were,  insisted  that  one  of  them 
should  conduct  the  service.    Dr.  Alexander  said  that  his 
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«loilM»  ^wSbm  oov«red  with  doBt,  ttd  he  was  1106  in  a  de^e&t 
$ta^  to  enter  the  pidpit,  but  the  old  gentleman's  importn- 
Bities  prevailed,  and  he  actually  went  np  and  preached. 
From  the  traditions  still  in  existence  oonoeming  the  sermon, 
and  indeed  from  the  testimony  of  liying  witnesses,  I  take 
fiHT  granted,  it  most  have  been  one  of  his  remarkable  efforts. 
I  think  he  told  me  the  text  was,  '  I  am  the  way.' 

^^  The  above  circomstance,  of  which  I  had  heard  mnch 
in  nj  early  years,  in  connection  with  what  I  had  known  al 
a  late  period  of  Dr.  Alexander's  reputation,  led  me  to  carry 
U>  the  Seminary  very  high  expectations  concerning  him.  The 
first  time  I  saw  him  was  on  Sunday  evening,  the  day  after  I 
arrived,  when  he  performed  the  stated  evening  service  in  the 
eburch  ;  Dr.  Miller  having  preached  in  the  morning  in  the 
OoUege  chapeL  He  did  not  go  into  the  pulpit,  but  took  his 
[dace,  as  the  professors  were  then  wont  to  do,  at  the  desk 
immediately  below.  When  he  arose  to  read  the  hymn,  I 
eonfess  I  was  not  particularly  impressed  by  his  appearance 
or  his  manner  of  reading  ;  and  his  prayer  struck  me  as  being 
more  colloquial  than  I  remembered  ever  to  have  heard. 
When  the  second  singing  was  over,  he  rose  with  his  twe 
hands  resting  upon  his  little  Bible,  and  his  eyes  apparently 
fixed  on  the  cover,  though  raised  as  soon  as  he  began  to 
speak,  and  said  in  a  tone  that  I  cannot  describe,  though  I 
believe  I  can  still  imitate  it — '  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped 
us.'  I  heard  the  sermon  not  without  much  interest,  and  not 
without  some  disappointments.  He  was  so  utterly  unlike 
#hat  I  had  been  accustomed  to  in  New  England,  and  espe- 
eially  the  calm,  dignifled  and  uniform  manner  of  Dr.  Dwight, 
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that  I  ooald  not  feel  at  onoe  qoite  reooneOed  to  tt ;  and  ytt 
thMe  was  a  sunplioity  tiiat  I  ooold  not  but  admiie,  aod  a 
direciaieiM  and  eamestnesB  that  k^t  not  oolj  me,  but  ewerj 
body  else  wide  awake.  At  the  dose  of  the  advice,  I  felt 
rather  as  if  I  had  been  talked  to  than  preached  to  ;  bat  I 
oonld  not  resist  the  impression  that  he  was  the  greatest  talker 
I  had  ever  heard. 

"  I  may  as  well  say  in  this  connection  all  that  I  have  to 
say  o£  Dr.  Alexander's  preaching.  I  think  that  daring  my 
nearly  three  years'  residence  at  Prinoeton,  I  never  heard  him 
preach  more  than  two  written  senncms  ;  and  in  both  cases 
he  fell  to  extemporizing  some  time  before  he  got  throogh.  I 
recollect  also^  when  he  preached  before  the  Americui  Boaid 
in  Albany,  in  1829,  though  he  read  closely  much  the  greater 
part  of  his  sermon,  yet  he  extemporized  for  the  last  few 
minutes,  with  an  almost  electrical  effect.  The  truth  is  that, 
having  been  educated  in  Yiiginia,  and  having  spent  several 
of  the  first  years  of  his  ministry  there,  he  had  accustomed 
himself  entirely  to  preadiing  without  notes  ;  and  hence,  he 
could  not  even  at  a  later  period  do  full  justice  to  himself  in 
any  other  way.  His  sermons  were  remarkable  for  the  mort 
familiar  exhibition  of  Divine  truth,  and  for  a  style  so  simple 
and  transparent,  as  to  be  level  to  the  humblest  capacity.  He 
was  an  acute  metaphysician,  but  he  never  carried  his  meta- 
physics into  the  pulpit ;  though  he  was  familiar  with  Lodce, 
and  Beid,  and  Stewart,  and  the  whole  tribe  of  British  and 
continental  philosophers,  and  in  various  ways  turned  his  ae- 
quaintance  with  them  to  good  account,  yet  he  was  strictly  a 
minister  of  the  GK)spel  of  the  grace  of  Qod  ;  and  the  most 
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WDfile  paintB  of  Ohnatiaii  doctrine  and  doty  wme  those  on 
which  he  loved  best  to  dwelL  I  should  not  say  after  aO, 
that  he  was^  in  the  technioal  sense  of  the  word^  enunently  a 
doctrinal  preacher ;  that  is,  he  did  not  preach  any  thing  like 
a  system  of  theology ;  nor  had  he  nrach  of  the  dogmatic 
fenn  in  his  sermons^  nor  was  there  very  much  of  the  dis- 
tinctiye  technology  of  any  particular  school  In  this  respect, 
I  imagine  he  may  have  been  somewhat  like  Witherspoon^ 
whom  Dr.  Green  represents  as  having  been  remarkably  fiee  - 
firom  those  modes  o£  ezpressitm  which  wonld  be  likely  to 
offend  any  class  of  Christians.  His  sermons  partook  laig^ 
of  the  experimental,  and  showed  not  only  a  deep  acquaint*- 
ance  with  the  human  heart — ^not  only  an  ability  to  &thom 
its  depths  and  explore  its  labyrinths  and  expose  its  defonn* 
ity,  but  also  to  apply  the  balm  of  Gilead  for  the  relief  and 
the  healing  of  its  various  maladies.  There  was  less  of  ap- 
parent method  in  most  of  his  sermons,  than  perhaps  could 
have  been  desired ;  he  seemed  to  preach  not  a  little  fixmi 
impulse ;  and  there  would  be  many  a  bold  stroke  or  vivid 
flash  in  the  course  of  a  sermon  which  he  evidently  had  not 
premeditated  ;  but  it  was  after  all  impossible  for  such  a  mind 
as  his  to  think  otherwise  than  with  a  good  degree  of  method; 
and  I  remember  to  have  been  struck  with  the  fact,  in  look- 
ing over  the  notes  I  had  taken  of  some  of  his  sermons,  in 
which,  at  the  time  of  their  delivery,  I  did  not  detect  the 
semblance  of  a  plan,  that  there  was  really  a  plan  in  each, 
and  in  some  instances  a  striking  and  beautiful  plan  too^ 
though  evidently  intended  to  be  kept  in  the  background..  I 
think  he  was  more  indined  to  dwdl  upcm  the  Gospel  than 
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<qpoD  the  kw  ;  more  diq>oied  to  present  the  sttnetioiis  of 
the  Orofli,  than  the  terrors  of  Sinai ;  atid  perfamps  it  k  fitf 
to  fB7,  that  his  preaching  was  better  adapted  te  cmnfort 
and  edify  the  Christian,  than  to  alarm  add  oonvinee  the  aio- 
ner.  I  remember,  however,  one  fearftil  exception  to  this  re- 
mark. A  man  died  in  the  neighbooihood  of  Princeton,  who 
had  for  many  years  been  a  scoffing  infidel,  and  his  tongue,  as 
he  lay  in  his  dying  agony,  seemed  almost  Mistered  with  blas- 
phemy. The  Doctor  was  oaHed  upon  to  preach  on  ihe  ooca^ 
eion,  and  many  of  the  students— ^myself  among  them — 
knowing  the  terrible  pecoliarity  of  the  case,  attended  the 
fimeral,  anxious  to  know  what  use  he  oooM  make  ot  the 
event.  He  appeared  there  with  awfiil  sdemnity,  and  evi- 
dently deeply  a£Pected  by  the  oircnmstanoes.  His  text  wis, 
^  0  that  they  were  wise,  that  they  understood  this,  that  they 
would  consider  their  latter  end.'  He  described  the  dying 
seene  of  a  hardened  sinner  so  vividly,  that  it  seemed  l&e 
actual  vision  ;  and  when  he  came  to  the  feaifnl  moment  of 
the  soul's  getting  its  first  glance  cf  the  woes  of  pexditioQ, 
it  seemed  almost  as  if  the  audience  were  suppressing  a  comr 
men  shriek. 

^^  As  his  preaching  necessarily  depended  much  on  the  state 
of  Ins  fedings  at  the  time,  it  was  of  course  very  unequal ; 
sometimes  being  comparatively  moderate,  and  sometimes 
altogether  overpowering.  I  think  the  most  remarkable  ser- 
mon that  he  preached  at  Princeton,  during  my  ocmneotioD 
with  the  Seminary,  was  on  the  text — ^Without  Qod  in  the 
world'  It  was  a  powerful  argument  against  the  various 
fcoma  of  atheism  ;  and  so  grand  and  appalling  were  aome  of 
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hit  rq;ae0eiitation8y  that  I  w^U  remdmbor  to  hxre  heard  one 
of  the  ttudente  gay,  that  it  wroiight  upon  him  sa  poweiftdly^ 
that  at  the  cloee  he  found  it  difficult  to  rise  from  his  seat. 
Dr.  J.  H.  Bice  once  told  me  of  a  sermon  which  he  heard  him 
preach  in  Virginia,  before  he  came  to  the  North,  which  he 
said  was  as  much  soperior  to  any  other  sermon  he  ever  heard 
from  him,  as  the  best  of  his  other  sermons  was  superior  to  the 
preaching  of  ordinary  men.  He  had  engaged  to  jMreaoh  a 
lecture  one  afternoon  at  a  private  house.  Just  before  the 
sermon  was  to  commence,  he  told  Dr.  Bipe  that  he  had  m^ 
got  a  text,  and  could  not  fitsten  his  mind  upon  any.  He 
walked  into  the  garden  a  few  minutes  with  his  little  BiUe 
in  his  hand,  and  returned,  telling  Dr.  Bice  that  he  had  got  a 
subject  on  which  he  believed  he  could  speak.  He  imnounced 
his  text — GhiL  iv.  7  ;  '  Wherefore  thou  art  no  more  a  ser- 
vant, but  a  son."  Dr.  Bice  said  that  he  peroejived  im- 
mediately that  his  mtiMl  was  excited  in  a  very  unusual  de- 
gree ;  and  before  he  finished  his  sermon,  he  actually  r^led 
under  the  power  of  his  feelings,  so  that  he  was  very  affp»- 
hensive  that  he  would  ML  He  appeared.  Dr.  Bice  saidr-*as 
he  never  saw  him  appear  on  any  other  occasion — absolutdy 
overpowered  l^  the  truths  which  he  was  presenting,  and 
every  feature  illuminated  and  glowing  with  the*  fire  within. 
He  afii^warda  attempted  to  speak  to  Dr.  Alexander  on  the 
subject ;  but  he  only  replied, '  I  know  all  about  it,'  and  im* 
mediately  gave  a  different  turn  to  the  conv^rsatskm.  It  is 
no  disparagement  to  any  of  his  contemporaries  to  say  that, 
in  his  peculiar  style  of  eloquence,  he  probably  had  not  an 
equal:— certainly  not  north  of  Virginia,  in  his  day.    The 
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students  of  the  fieminary,  from  the  North  as  'well  as  the 
South,  alwajns  listened  to  him  with  admiration,  and  it  was  a 
rare  case  that  any  of  them  missed  one  of  his  sennons,  except 
from  imperious  necessity. 

^  Dr.  Alexander  was  an  uncommonly  useful  memher  of  a 
deliberative  assembly.  He  was  remarkable  not  only  for  never 
speaking  when  he  had  nothing  to  say,  but  for  always  speak- 
ing at  the  most  opportune  moment.  I  recollect  once  to  have 
been  present  at  a  meeting  of  Presbytery,  where  some  in- 
volved matter  was  up  for  discussion  ;  and  after  several  of  the 
members  had  seemed  to  daiken  counsel  by  words  without 
knowledge,  the  Doctor  arose,  and  accomplished  in  half  a 
dozen  sentences  that  for  which  several  long  speeches  proved 
inadequate. 

^'  Dr.  Alexander  was  naturally  of  a  cheerful  temperament, 
thon^  his  flow  of  spirits  was  not  unfrequently  interrupted 
by  ill  health.  During  my  connection  with  the  Steminaiy, 
and  I  believe  for  some  years  after,  he  was  under  the  complete 
tyranny  of  the  east  wind ;  insomuch  that  we  used  sometimes 
to  look  at  the  vane  to  determine  when  we  would  go  to  his 
study.  In  later  years,  however,  I  have  understood  that  he 
had  got  the  better  of  that  infirmity  ;  and  indeed  I  have  had 
ocular  proof  of  it ;  for  it  has  so  happened  that  two  or  three 
of  my  last  visits  to  Princeton  have  been  at  the  time  of  a 
good  strong  east  wind,  and  I  have,  in  each  case,  found  his 
&ce  beaming  with  cheerfulness  and  good  wilL  I  have  also 
had  mudi  experience  of  his  accommodating  and  oUiging 
disposition. 

'^  Few  men  of  the  last  generation  have  been  so  caieftal  as 
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Dr.  Alexander  in  treamning  np  important  fistots  in  req^ot 
either  to  their  oontemporaries  or  predeoeaBors.  His  know* 
ledge  of  personal  diaracter  and  history  was  more  extended 
and  nunnte  than  that  of  any  man  I  now  think  o£,  with  the 
exception  of  the  late  Dr.  Pierce.  At  one  time  he  had  seri- 
ous thoughts  of  compiling  a  uniyersal,  clerical,  biographical 
cUctionary  ;  Ibnt  the  thonj^t  occurred  to  him  at  a  late  period 
in  life,  so  that  he  did  nothing  more  than  gather  a  few  mate* 
rials  which,  some  time  brfore  his  death,  he  conunitted  to  an- 
other hand.  He  had  made  oonsklerable  progress,  some  years 
ago,  in  writing  the  biographies  of  the  Alumni  of  Princeton 
OoUege ;  but  whether  he  has  continued  the  work  since  that 
time  I  know  not. 

'^  Dr.  Alexander,  though  tenacious  of  his  0¥m  opinioai, 
was  disposed  to  exercise  all  due  candour  towards  his  fellow- 
men.  The  fact  that  an  individual  differed  from  him  ever  ao 
widely,  was  no  reason  why  he  would  deny  to  him  any  thing 
that  he  could  reasonaUy  claim.  I  remember,  for  instuioe, 
his  paying  a  tribute  to  Dr.  Ohanning's  fine  powers,  after  read* 
ing  his  Dudleian  Lecture,  which  would  have  satisfied  the 
most  ardent  of  Dr.  Channing's  admirers.  I  recollect  also 
his  receiving  Dr.  EirUand,  who  made  a  short  visit  to  Prince- 
ton, with  all  the  respect  and  hospitality  due  to  his  distin- 
guished character  and  station,  ^ce  the  division  of  the 
General  Assembly,  I  have  heard,  I  know  not  know  many  of 
our  New  School  brethren,  speak  of  the  whole-souled  and 
generous  welcome  which  they  had  received  from  him.  In 
holding  a  friendly  intercourse  even  with  those  whom  he  re- 
garded as  having  departed  fiur  firom  the  truth,  he  did  not  con- 
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mAet  hiiiiflelf  dtiieraseiKlorBiiig  ihfiir  encors  car  ecmpgmakiag 
Ids  own  orthodaxy. 

^^  If  I  were  to  say  in  a  sitigle  word,  what  aeemB  to  me  to 
have  been  the  most  striking  feaiore  of  Dr.  Alexander's  ehar- 
acter,  I  think  it  woold  be  HmpUoUy.  His  inteUectoal, 
moral,  and  even  his  physical  habits,  were  all  strcaigly  marked 
by  this  characteristic.  The  opexatikms  of  his  mind  wore 
simple,— ^ven  when  he  p^ietrated  &rthest  into  the  deptiis^ 
he  never  suffered  himself  to  be  in  a  mist,  nev^  got  involTed 
in  any  inextricable  labyrinths — ^his  thoughts  were  dear  to 
himself,  and  he  conld  make  them  dear  to  others.  He  was 
mmarkaldy  simple  as  a  writer,  so  that  the  same  prodaoticMis 
that  would  interest  and  edify  the  most  mature  mind,  wero 
almost  leyd  to  the  capacity  of  cMdhood.  He  had  great  sim- 
pUoity  o£  feeling  and  of  purpose  ;  he  had  no  hiddm  meaning 
in  what  he  said,  and  no  hidden  end  in  what  he  did.  He  was 
simple  m  his  personal  haUts — simple  in  his  mode  of  living — 
simple  almost  to  a  &ult  in  his  manners  ;  for  so  av^ne  was 
he  to  every  thing  like  show,  that  he  could  never  pay  more 
than  a  bare  decent  reqtect  to  the  f(»ms  of  society.  And  in 
his  wonderful  simplicity  in  the  pulpit  was  concentrated  to 
a  great  extent  his  magic  power.  I  have  occasionally  heard 
one  of  his  students  preach  who  was  evidently  trying  to  take 
on  his  manner ;  but  I  could  not  but  think  that  the  copy 
was  as  ridiculous  as  the  original  was  admirable.'^ 

We  need  not  offer  an  apdogy  for  adding  a  few  pam* 
graphs  in  this  place  reflecting  Mrs.  Alexander,  who  survived 
her  husband  less  than  gdb  year.    So  united  were  tbqr  in 
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ibm  lijrw^  80  belpi^,  and  as  it  were  neoefisaiy  to  one  aoother, 
and  80  seldom  seen  apart,  that  those  who  i:emember  either 
will  willingly  read  of  both.- 

Janetta  Waddel  was  the  second  daughter  and  fourth 
child  of  the  celebrated  James  Waddel,  D.  D.,  already  men- 
tioned  in  this  work.  She  was  bom  in  Augnsta  connty,  Vir- 
ginia, bat  was  early  removed  to  the  other  side  of  the  Blue 
Bidge,  where  she  spent  her  happy  youth  in  the  county  of 
Louisa.  As  she  grew  up  she  was  greatly  admired  for  her 
beauty,  grace,  and  mental  promise.  During  the  long  blind- 
ness of  her  &ther,  she  was  eyes  to  his  infirmity,  acting  as  his 
amanuensis,  and  making  him  acquainted  with  the  contents  of 
many  volumeSi  He  taught  her  to  pronounoe  Latin,  at  a 
very  early  age,  that  she  might  read  works  to  him  in  that  lan- 
guage. Under  his  guidance  her  education  was  conducted, 
partly  by  the  aid  of  domestic  teachers  ;  for  she  never  went 
abroad  to  school  In  early  youth  she  made  a  profession  of 
her  faith  in  Christ ;  but  of  her  private  exercises  at  this  time, 
no  particular  account  has  been  preserved. 

As  before  rdated.  Dr.  Alexander  turned  aside  from  a 
journey,  and  gained  her  plighted  affection.  She  was  young 
and  blooming,  full  of  vivacity,  and  the  charm  of  all  his 
house.  Matronly  virtues  in  process  of  time  took  the  place 
of  youthfid  attracticHi ;  but  we  may  be  allowed  to  say,  she 
was  always  lovely,  as  a  wife,  a  mother,  and  a  fn&ad.  It  is 
impossible  to  describe  what  she  was  to  her  husband.  It  was 
not  merely  affection  that  she  bestowed,  though  th9  tender* 
nesB  of  her  attachment  was  anxious  if  not  overweening  ;  she 
rendered  wise  counsel ;  she  assumed  every  domestic  care 
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with  untiring  indnstiy^  frngality,  and  hospitable  wannth ; 
she  disguised  her  own  solicitudes,  to  dieer  him  when  he  de- 
sponded or  was  ill ;  she  gave  her  fall  soul  to  all  his  pleasures 
and  all  his  pains  ;  she  was  permitted  to  he  as  a  minist^ing 
angel  beside  his  dying  bed.  Through  Gknl's  singular  mercy, 
she  enjoyed  life-long  health  and  spirits.  Her  very  counte- 
nance and  greeting  shed  sunshine  over  the  house  and  its 
guests  ;  and  the  earlier  students  of  the  Seminary  remamb^ 
her  as  a  mother  or  an  elder  sister. 

Without  pretension^  she  was  well  informed  in  the  usual 
range  of  female  literature.  In  conversation  she  excelled, 
being  firee,  ftill  of  vivacity  and  humour,  and  ready  to  che^ 
the  hearts  of  all  who  approached  her.  It  is  impossible  finr 
her  children  to  think  of  her,  without  an  affectionate  and 
pensive  delight.  Into  her  bosom  they  fitmiliarly  poured  all 
their  [Seasures  and  grief,  from  infimcy  till  scHue  of  them  at- 
tained to  gray  hairs.  Her  mind  was  quick,  and  her  memory 
remarkable.  In  later  years  her  reading  was  chiefly  of  a  re- 
ligious kind,  and  her  taste  was  for  a  class  of  authors  who  are 
savoury  and  evangelical  It  is  pleasant  to  recur  to  her  fi^ 
vourite  books :  Wilson's  Soura  Privaia^  Bennetts  Divine 
Oratory,  Traill's  Sermons  on  the  Throne  of  Grace,  Flavel's 
Treatises,  Newton's  Cardiphonia,  Oowper's  Poems  and  Let* 
ters,  and  Boston's  Fourfold  State.  In  the  school  which 
Providence  had  given  her,  she  grew  up  to  a  modest,  gentile 
and  consistent  piety.  Her  ooinddenoe  of  views  with  her 
husband  was  perfect,  and  she  shared  his  interest  in  all  that 
concerned  Ohrisf  s  kingdom.  During  the  first  years  oi  the 
Seminary  she  was  active  and  sucoessM  in  gathering  support 
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fer  needy  students,  The  humble  poor  ibond  her  bonntiMy 
assidnoas  and  constant.  She  delighted  in  religions  services, 
and  gave  them  much  of  her  time. 

The  b^reaYement  which  made  her  a  widow  was  a  stroke 
which  paralyzed  her  energies  in  some  degree.  Yet  her  resig- 
nation was  absolute.  She  uttered  no  word  ci  murmuring  ; 
she  even  showed  a  melancholy  smile  as  she  turned  to  her 
darkened  house  and  to  the  service  of  her  fitmfly.  But 
a  shade  had  fillen  on  her,  and  she  never  was  the  buoy- 
ant  person  she  had  been.  Still  she  pursued  her  solitary 
path  with  uncomplaining  diligence  and  kindly  afifection.  It 
pleased  Qod  to  make  her  departure  eminently  peaceful,  as 
if  in  answer  to  prayers  which  we  have  recorded.  It  took 
place  after  a  brief  illness,  accompanied  with  few  violent 
symptoms,  on  the  7th  day  of  September,  1852.  Though  the 
nature  <^  her  malady  prevented  her  fix)m  much  expression  of 
her  views,  she  has  left  her  lamenting  family  fidly  confident 
of  her  Christian  character  and  eternal  peace. 

The  surviving  children  of  Dr.  Alexander  are  six  sons 
and  a  daughter.  Of  the  sons,  three  are  ministers  of  the 
Gospel,  two  are  lawyers,  and  one  is  a  physician.  In  addition 
to  changes  already  mentioned,  it  only  remains  to  be  said, 
that  the  last  of  Dr.  Alexander's  brothers,  Major  John  Alex- 
ander, of  Lexington,  departed  this  life  in  1853,  while  these 
labours  were  near  their  end.  We  annex  a  tribute  to  his 
memory,  fifom  the  pen  of  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  White  : 

'^  Major  Alexander  was  the  son  of  Wm.  Alexander,  Esq., 
of  Rockbridge,  Virginia,  and  brother  of  the  late  Dr.  Alexander, 
of  Princeton.    He  enjoyed  the  benefit  <^  early  rdigious  iu'- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


108  MAJOR  jojsaLAmaM, 

stoaoUoHy  aad  fiom  Ua  ^ajdy  youth  wiM  remai^able  tsx  mt«g^ 
nty^  industry,  colighteoed  economy,  and  true  benevdenca. 
These  virtues  rendered  him  sttooessM  in  getting  an  ample 
estate,  and  what  was  &r  better,  gave  him  an  onnsnal  hold  cm 
the  confidence  and  love  of  the  community  in  which  his  whde 
life  was  passed*  His  high  moral  qualities  were  the  resdt  of 
religious  training  and  religious  principle.  At  an  early  period 
of  life,  he  embraced  Christ  as  he  is  freely  offered  in  the  Gos- 
pel, and  served  him  as  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Chuidi 
for  more  than  fifty,  and  as  a  Ruling  Elder  for  forty-sevea 
years.  His  devodcm  to  the  Church  of  Christ  was  enlightened, 
warm  and  generous.  He  had  long  been  the  senior  Elder  in 
a  Sesdon  of  twelve  members.  He  was  no  less  active  and 
liberal  in  his  efforts  to  promote  the  cause  of  sound  learning. 
As  the  generous  friend,  cmd  senior  member  of  the  Board  ot 
Trustees  of  Washington  CoU^,  his  memoiy  is  held  in  grate* 
ful  remembrance.  The  same  is  also  true  of  the  relations  he 
sustained  and  the  part  he  acted  toward  the  Ann  Smith  Fe- 
male Academy  of  this  place.  He  served  his  country  with 
unswerving  fidelity  as  an  officer,  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
for  many  years  as  Brigade  Inspector  for  Western  Yiiginia. 

^^  In  a  word,  the  various  relations  he  sustained  both  to  the 
State  and  to  the  Churchy  the  true  patriotism,  thQ  sterlii^ 
inte^ty,  the  eminent  good  sense,  the  modest,  but  enlight- 
ened and  wami  piety  with  which  the  hi^  duties,  flowing 
fix)m  these  relations^  were  all  disdiaiged,  render  his  death  a 
v^  great  pubUo  calaouty. 

^^  Althou^  he  had  reached  the  seventy-dghth  year  of  his 
ngf^  he  had  retired  fitom  9one  <^  the  active  duties  of  iifo-^ 
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Ibr,  ^  his  eye  was  not^dim,  nor  his  natnial  force  abated/  No 
one  ever  thought  of  the  ^  good  Major/  as  he  was  familiarly 
called,  as  an  old  man.  Though  old  in  years,  he  was  young 
in  spirit.  He  possessed  the  wisdom  of  the  one  beautifully 
Uended  with  the  vivacity  of  the  other.  Whether  you  met 
him  in  the  social  circle  or  the  street,  at  the  prayer-meeting  or 
in  the  great  congr^ation,  you  were  always  cheered  by  the 
cloudless  sun-light  which  his  peaceful  spirit  threw  over  his 
benignant  face.  Never  did  there  live  and  die  a  man  whose 
hospitality,  both  to  friends  and  to  strangers,  was  more  un- 
pretending and  generous.  His  house  was  the  home  of  all 
who  ever  sought  and  deserved  his  confidence.  He  was  liter- 
aUy  happy  in  contributing  to  the  happiness  of  others.-^ 
Thousands  scattered  aU  through  the  States  of  this  Oonfeder- 
aoy,  yet  live  to  testify  to  the  truth  of  this  statement. 

"  His  lonely  ¥^ow,  with  three  sons  and  two  daughters, 
survive  in  deepest  affliction.  They  mourn — ^the  Church,  the 
whole  community  mourn,  but  not  as  they  who  have  no  hope. 
Full  of  years,  yet  strong  in  faith,  he  has  gone  to  join  his 
distinguished  brother,  his  estimable,  pious  sister,  who  so  re- 
cently preceded  him,  and  with  them  to  make  a  part  of  that 
great  multitude  v^iich  no  man  can  number,  who  are  before 
Gk>d's  throne,  ^having  washed  their  robes  and  made  them 
white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.' 

^^  He  died  of  apoplexy.  Consequently  his  fall  was  sudden, 
but  it  was  safe.  *  He  was  not  called  to  endure  protracted  pain 
and  sickness  ;  nor  were  his  loved  fiunily  called  to  suffer  from 
pndonged  s(dicitude.  Like  Enoch  he  '  walked  with  Gk)d,  and 
he  was  not ;  for  God  took  him.'  Truly  it  was  much  more 
like  a  translation  than  death.'' 
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CHAPTER  TWENTY-FIRST. 

ooircLiiDnro  suioust. 

IN  conducting  ihe  nanative  part  of  our  k^bonr  which  hai^ 
now  been  brought  to  a  doee,  we  have  chos^i  to  mtroduce 
general  sketches  of  mind  and  manners,  wherever  they  seemed 
to  be  naturally  suggested  ;  and  this  has  made  it  less  neces- 
sary to  annex  a  fonnal  and  extended  delineation  of  character. 
Yet  there  are  some  points  whidi  require  a  concluding  notice, 
such  as  we  shall  now  attempt  in  the  way  of  general  summary; 
with  the  full  conviction  that  in  no  part  of  our  task  is  there  so 
much  danger  of  being  misled  by  a  filial  bia&  A  sense  of 
this  has  led  us  in  the  preceding  chapter  to  borrow  firom  others 
expressions  of  eulc^  much  stronger  than  we  durst  use  in  our 
own  person. 

Of  those  who  peruse  this  narrative  some  were  personally 
conversant  with  him  of  whom  it  treats ;  but  of  these  the 
greater  part  remember  only  his  years  of  decline.  To  most 
his  very  figure  reappears  in  memory  as  bowed  down  with  age. 
A  small  number  can  recall  the  image  of  one  who  was  bright 
and  buoyant  and  whose  firame  beyond  most  was  informed 
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withaBpirit  ofUfe.  Theimivenal  testimony  of  aged  persons 
is  that  in  his  youth  he  possessed  a  high  degree  of  manly 
beanty.  His  stature,  which  was  precisely  five  feet  and  seven 
inches,  was  certainly  not  commanding,  but  his  limbs  were 
shapely  and  well  compacted,  and  the  whole  impression  was 
that  of  symmetrical  balance.  His  walk  and  motions  were 
too  much  swayed  by  the  inward  pulses  of  feeling  to  be  either 
staid  or  gracefuL  But  the  head  was  unquestionably  one  to 
be  remembered.  A  high  and  spacious  forehead,  receding 
into  deep  angles  among  an  abundance  of  nutbrown  hair,  an 
eye  of  dark  hazel,  a  delicately  chiseled  nose,  a  mouth  of  sin- 
gularly variable  expression  before  the  ravages  of  age  had 
caused  it  to  &11  in,  and  a  complexion  of  uncommon  delicacy 
and  transparence,  combined  to  produce  a  physiognomy  which 
no  one  of  numerous  portraits  has  reproduced.  -But  the  dead 
&ce  was  nothing.  There  was  a  lighting  up  of  the  speaking 
sur&ces  by  the  internal  gbw,  which  continued  long  after  the 
grace  of  contour  and  colour  had  departed.  This  was  a 
large  part  of  that  eloquence,  which  was  felt  in  his  conversa- 
tion and  public  discourses.  The  gleam  of  his  piercing  eye, 
sometimes  rapidly  roving,  but  often  long  fixing  itself  with  a 
peculiar  search  of  expression,  added  indescribably  to  the  ef- 
fect of  what  he  uttered.  And  there  were  times  when  an 
illumination  overspread  his  features,  under  strong  emotion, 
which  we  have  very  seldom  seen.  As  days  advanced,  he  be- 
came more  wrinkled  and  haggard ;  his  teeth  were  early  lost ; 
and  he  acquired  a  stoop  in  the  shoulders.  In  his  latest 
years,  he  had  better  health  and  even  grew  fleshy,  but  except 
the  eye  and  the  expression,  there  was  little  to  remind  of  his 
fimner  self. 
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The  most  formidftble  threatenings  of  his  health  were  in 
his  early  life.  The  middle  portion,  as  we  have  already  stated, 
was  annoyed  by  numerous  djrspeptic  and  nervous  symptoms, 
which  caused  discomfort  rather  than  alarm.  He  never  had 
a  greater  sense  of  health  than  in  the  years  immediately  pre- 
ceding his  last  illness.  This  is  wonderful,  when  we  recur  to 
his  fixed  habit  of  taking  no  exercise. '  He  was  far  from  pre- 
scribing this  method  to  others,  but  either  some  obscure  in- 
stinct pointed  out  to  him  the  course  which  in  his  case  would 
conduce  tb  longevity  and  comfort,  or  the^  strength  of  original 
stamina  availed  to  overmaster  a  series  of  influences  which  in 
ninety-nine  instances  out  of  a  hundred  would  have  proved  fatal 
We  certainly  never  knew  any  one  who  quaffed  the  cup  of 
mere  physical  life  with  more  zest  than  he,  in  the  moments 
when  ho  was  exempt  fix)m  the  depressions  already  often  men- 
tioned. And  it  was  delightful  cause  of  thankfulness  to  their 
children  that  their  beloved  mother  retained  to  so  unusual  a 
length  of  days  her  youthftd  freshness  and  animation.  Thqr 
were  early  risers  and  plain  livers,  but  perfectly  free  from  aD 
dietetic  hobbies  and  whimsies. 

In  recalling  the  natural  traits  and  character  of  Dr.  Al- 
exander, all  persons  seem  at  once  to  alight  on  his  remarkable 
simplicity.  It  is  a 'quality  which  defies  description.  We 
believe  that  no  child  could  be  more  free  from  affectation.  It 
was  no  fruit  of  study,  principle  or  purpose  ;  it  was  naked  na- 
ture. In  all  our  lives  we  never  saw  any  one  who  so  com- 
pletely did  just  what  he  liked  ;  and  yet  without  cynicism  or 
invasion  of  others.  He  was  what  he  appeared  to  be  ;  if  this 
gave  offence — ^he  could  not  help  it.   TMb  naturalness  showed 
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itself  in  his  dress,  his  carriage,  his  gesture,  his  tones,  his 
style  of  writing.  In  early  life  he  was  shy  and  bashful,  and 
there  was  always  a  discernible  trace  of  this.  Though  his 
tell-tale  face  generally  revealed  his  feelings,  he  had  a  great 
talent  of  silence.  There  were  some  things  of  which  he  never 
spoke  ;  as  of  his  pecuniary  affcmrs,  his  invitations  to  impor- 
tant poets,  his  devotional  exercises,  his  success  in  preaching. 
Secrets  confided  to  him  were  buried  in  the  grave. 

We  suppose  him  to  have  been  a  man  of  true  modesty.  Not 
only  in  a  sense  which  we  lament  to  say  requires  to  be  recom- 
mended— for  we  believe  no  one  ever  heard  him  relate  a  story 
which  might  not  have  fidlen  from  a  vii^'s  lips — ^but  in  the 
common  acceptation  of  moralists.  He  uniformly  shrunk  into 
the  back  ground.  He  neither  sought  praise  nor  tolerated  it ; 
but  this  he  was  wont  to  ascribe  more  to  a  sort  of  pride  than  to 
humility.  He  in  no  instance  ran  after  the  great,  or  addicted 
himself  to  the  ministry  of  the  rich  and  famous,  or  sat  prom- 
inent on  platforms,  or  shouldered  himself  into  the  van  of 
popular  enterprises.  It  is  believed  that  he  lost  nothing  in 
&vour  or  even  reputation  by  such  a  reserve.  Men  of  the 
world  were  often  struck  by  a  self-retirement  which  is  so  un- 
common. This  was  well  expressed  by  that  great  ornament 
of  the  legal  profession,  Gteorge  Wood,  Esq.,  of  New- York, 
In  speaking  oi  Daniel  Webster,  this  learned  jurist  and  acute 
observer  says :  ^^  The  people  can  distinguish  between  pride 
or  ostentation  and  that  kind  of  retired  habit  which  results 
from  diffidence  or  deep  reflection.  Some  of  the  most  retired 
men  I  have  ever  known  have  been  the  most  free  from  vanity 
and  pride.     Witness  the  late  Dr.  Alexander  of  Princeton, 
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6116  ef  the  nuMrt  modest  men  iHuA  emt  Mv«l ;  j9t  iia  cm 
•ver  BijppiOBchi&A  him  withoat  the  oonviotion  that  he  ww  m 
truly  great  man.''^  That  he  was  rsserved  is  oertaiii ;  tlist 
he  was  BCHnetimes  silent  and  distant  has  often  beoi  sud ;  hot 
it  ought  to  be  added  that  in  such  silence  there  was  no  as- 
snmption  of  dignity,  aikl  not  a  vestige  <tf  soll^mess.  When 
he  shrank  into  himself,  it  was  from  some  great  harden  on  his 
spirits ;  for  in  the  pres^M^  of  the  very  sam»  paama  he 
wonld  suddenly  come  oat  of  Hb  temporary  gloom  with  a 
qraing  and  suddenness  as  fitfdl  as  the  moods  of  infimcy.  lio 
man  had  less  of  what  may  be  called  moroseness. 

The  kindliness  of  his  temper  was  known  to  all  with  whom 
he  ever  exchanged  hospitalities.  He  was  easily  pleased,  and 
even  to  an  extreme  ready  to  be  intetested  in  whatever  inter- 
ested a  friend.  If  his  host  were  a  iGumer,  he  was  untiring  in 
leddng  at  his  grounds,  crops  and  stock  ;  if  he  were  a  aehoiar, 
qoite  as  much  delighted  with  his  library  or  his  writii^ 
Bvery  where  he  was  the  welcomed  fiiend  of  children ;  amoog 
them  he  became  a  child  himsel£  In  his  own  house  these 
tiaits  of  course  manifested  themselves  in  a  thousand  ways 
which  cannot  be  exposed  to  the  public.  The  sacredness  of 
rdation  to  a  beloved  wife  does  not  admit  of  delineation  ;  ita 
tributes  of  a£Eection  were  infinitely  above  the  blandishments 
sf  a  juvenile  attachm^it.  They  were  all  the  worid  to  eadi 
ether  ;  and  each  had  that  which  was  complementary  of  the 
•tiler's  character.  Sorely  never  were  there  children  en  hap- 
pier t^ms  with  thm  parenta    They  reverenced  their  fiither, 

*  Speech  of  €^rge  Wood,  Esq.,  before  a  Oommittee  of  the  friends  of 
Biaiel  Webster,  Kew-Tmrk,  May  1852,  page  la 
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Ifoi  tMr  apffoach  to  him  was  perfectly  free.  Hig  door  was 
always  open^  and  be  Ketened  to  every  childish  repcfct  and 
narrative,  witk  a  burst  of  unaJfected  glee  such  as  they  never 
osa  forget  or  see  agam.  In  earlier  years  he  joined  in  their 
sports^  and  he  never  grew  too  old  to  be  as  loquadoos  as 
tiiemsetves  about  all  their  innocent  pleasures.  When  one 
of  them  entered  his  stody^-always  without  a  signal — haw 
gaily,  how  brightly,  would  he  look  around  from  his  pen  or 
his  book ;  and  how  would  the  smile  caused  by  any  little  do- 
mestic st<»7  irradiate  his  ikce,  even  when  he  went  on  wtdi 
bos  labour  I  There  was  nothing  in  his  character  which  so 
much  caused  his  loss  to  be  felt  in  the  circle  of  his  intimates 
as  this  unfeigned  sympathy  with  what  was  interesting  to 
those  fux)und  him.  It  was  an  intense  humanity,  which  enli«> 
vened  all  his  words,  gestures  and  acts.  This  kept  him  to  the 
very  dose  freely  acquainted  with  passing  events,  as  well  of 
the  village  and  neighbourhood  as  of  the  Church'  and  world. 
It  shone  out  in  his  regards  for  his  pupils.  Every  new  stu* 
dent  was  reported  at  the  fireside.  He  habitually  looked  on 
them  all  with  a  benignant  allowance,  and  took  no  pleasure  in 
descanting  on  their  faults ;  indeed  his  judgment  of  them 
leaned  towards  the  side  of  undue  favour.  He  followed  them 
in  their  wanderings,  and  met  them  after  the  lapse  of  yean 
with  hearty  and  often*  loud  salutations.  From  all  this  it 
may  be  gathered  that  in  his  brighter  days,  and  these  were 
the  more  numerous,  he  lived  in  a  perpetual  state  of  genial 
animation.  The  reverse  was  always  to  be  traced  to  physical 
causes,  and  to  the  morbid  susceptibility  of  a  temperament 
suspended  on  nerves  which  trembled  at  a  breeze.  Oonnected 
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with  this  exuberance  of  feelipg  was  the  chiUlika  sincerity 
and  transparent  candour,  which  did  not  even  know  how  to 
adopt  a  mask.  K  the  playMnees  of  his  evening  hours  ad- 
mitted of  description,  it  would  add  unusual  colours  of  in- 
terest to  our  imperfect  sketch.  These  peculiaiities  often 
surprised  new  acquaintances,  who  had  previously  known  him 
only  from  his  works,  and  who  approached  him  as  a  man  of 
learning  and  a  grave  divine. 

The  mental  elasticity  of  which  we  have  spoken  had  its 
share  in  all  the  labours  of  his  research  and  all  his  attain- 
ments of  knowledge.  In  new  fields  he  evinced  for  many 
years  the  inquisitiveness  of  boyhood.  According  to  the  re- 
port of  his  friends,  this  was  what  attracted  the  attention  of 
his  teachers  while  he  was  in  early  youth.  It  is  true  they 
descried  also  the  promise  of  £Eiculties  which  were  yet  to  be 
developed.  His  powers  seem  to  have  attained  maturity  in 
the  mormng  of  his  life.  No  extravagance  or  indiscretion  has 
been  charged  upon  his  language  or  preaching  at  the  age  of 
nineteen.  To  estimate  the  quality  and  force  of  his  mind  with 
entire  justice,  would  demand  perhaps  a  biographer  of  fewer 
prepossessions.  We  think  we  reflect  the  opinions  of  oth^ 
and  wise  judges,  when  we  ascribe  to  him  natural  powers 
much  above  the  common  order.  In  no  other  way  can  we 
account  for  his  having  emerged  so  early  into  general  esteem, 
not  to  say  admiration,  from  amidst  an  unlettered  circle  and 
in  the  face  of  great  difficulties.  Whatever  position  he  at- 
tained was  without  his  own  seeking ;  and  as  truly  without 
the  adventitious  aids  of  variegated  diction  and  oratorical  dis- 
play ;  and  this  position  was  more  firmly  hdd  in  the  estimate 
of  none  than  of  those  who  knew  him  most  closely. 
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From  biB  earliest  days  his  memoiy  was  remarkable^  as . 
we  have  had  occasion  to  say  before.  It  was  not  however  the 
memory  of  words  or  any  conventional  signs.  But  in  regard 
to  faces,  localities,  historical  events,  the  opinions  of  authors 
and  classes  of  men,  the  sources  of  knowledge,  and  above  all 
whatever  was  held  together  by  a  logical  thread,  his  recollec- 
tion almost  surpassed  belief.  We  have  heard  him  say  that 
any  interpretation  of  a  biblical  passage,  if  once  fixed  in  his 
mind,  never  left  it.  To  this  may  be  added  acuteness  and 
perspicacity,  in  r^ard  to  obscure  and  entangled  objects  and 
dieir  Ihtricate  relations.  The  patience  of  his  investigation 
on  such  subjects  was  very  great.  He  loved  to  ponder  long, 
without  book  or  pen,  and  often  with  eyes  closed  or  in  dark- 
ness, upon  the  trains  of  metaphysical  and  theological  argu- 
ment, which  afterwards  became  the  staple  of  his  instructions. 
This  persistency  of  meditation  was  the  more  wonderful  in 
one  who* was  so  much  moved  by  impulse  and  so  given  lo  ar- 
d^it  sallies.  K  we  understand  the  term,  he  was  eminently 
a  close  thinker.  He  weighed  his  terms,  as  the  instruments 
of  thought,  and  dwelt  long  on  the  sequence  of  apparently 
clear  propositions.  Hence  he  was  slow  in  coming  to  his  con- 
clusions on  important  matters.  He  recommended  and  prac- 
tised the  survey  of  a  wide  field  in  order  to  safe  inductions. 
To  mental  labours  so  arduous  he  was  prompted  by  a  sincere 
love  of  truth.  And  the  consequence  was,  that  if  he  attained 
a  reputation  for  any  one  quality,  it  was  sound  judgment. 
Whatever  may  have  been  ascribed  to  him,  he  was  never  ac- 
cused of  rashness  in  the  formation  of  his  opinions.  After 
such  processes,  it  was  natural  that  he  was  not  subject  to  hasty 
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QhangM.  His  gystom  (ji  phfloiopiqr  aod  ihibdogr  took  hi 
fima  earl;  in  life,  and  was  avowed  by  him  whh  firauMv  am 
bui  dying  bed.  When  bis  tbooj^ts  w«ie  brong^  to  bear  ce 
piactical  matters  and  qoeeticms  of  modm^  the  saxod  qualities 
displayed  themselves^  in  the  way  of  what  is  jitttly  deaomiDated 
wisdom.  We  hare  abeady  observed  that  he  was  laigely  ho- 
nonxed  as  a  soand  adviser. 

In  the  beginning  of  his  ministcy  his  disoomses  dispkyod 
a  rich  vein  of  imagination.  Nothing  would  moie  exhibit 
the  fertility  of  his  invention,  than  the  work  ol  fictitioiia  nar- 
rative  to  which  aUosion  has  been  mada  In  his  pruted 
works  there  are  few  traces  of  this  powor.  Bat  whea  he 
preadied  in  the  &ee  method  whidi  was  most  fiuniliar  to  Um, 
be  wonld  sometimes  expatiate  in  descriptive  flights  whkk 
carried  away  his  hearers.  The  chaia<^eristio  eaotioii  of  Us 
mind^  however,  had  early  put  him  on  his  goaid  against  the 
seductions  of  <a  faculty  which  however  important,  cfteki  w«»kB 
mischievous  disturbance  where  the  disoov^y  of  truth  is  m 
view ;  be  therefore  unquestionably  pushed  forwacd  the  disoi- 
{4ine  of  his  thoughts  most  signally  in  the  direetion  of  iatd- 
lectual  researdi  and  ratiocination. 

Enou^  has  been  said  to  show  that  his  difigraioe  was 
unwearied^  until  the  very  end  aC  his  course,  and  that  he  Ml  in 
the  harness.  He  was  always  a  busy  man.  None  oan  re- 
member him  as  ever  idle  or  ever  lounging.  It  was  only 
wb^i  overtaken  by  the  debility  of  age  that  he  ever  was  aooos- 
tomed  to  assume  a  reclining  posture  during  the  day,  still  hm 
did  he  ever  nod  in  his  chair.  From  morning  till  n^t,  year 
after  year,  whm  not  engaged  in  devotiooL  or  bomb  aomai  ia- 
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he  nw  readmg  or  watiag.  Bnny  obb  maanXM. 
tiwt  his  ^rgBonB  eould  holdoat.  His  vacatimiB  weie  not  i&m 
aoetyirf  than  the  regular  terms  of  itad j. 

There  appears  to  he  a  discrepaaoe  of  statammit  among 
his  friends^  as  to  the  nattse  and  amonnt  of  his  attainments ; 
as  these  have  been  looked  at  fivm  difGsient  points  of  fkm. 
Seme  have  deelarsd  them  to  have  beoi  deep  rather  than  eat- 
taotsive ;  odaers  have  reiraised  the  statement.  Those  who 
knew  them  best  regard  both  as  true,  in  a  certain  sense. 
From  hm  gieat  avidity  of  knowledge  and  the  rare  veisalality 
fif  his  tastes  and  faooltiefl^  he  was  all  bis  life  a  reader  in  v** 
rkros  fidds.  With  the  exc^ion  of  the  modem  langnagss 
and  natuial  history^  we  knew  of  no  Inanches  of  soienoe  er 
literature  whioh  he  did  not  enltivate,  eA  some  time  or  otheif. 
Bat  in  these  widely  separate  domains  he  did  not  pretoid  ta 
make  exact  or  teohnioal  progress  ;  in  these  therefore  his  vs- 
seandies  cotdd  not  be  said  to  be  profound.  In  a  certain 
roimd  of  sciences,  howevor,  he  p^ietrated  with  a  thorough- 
ness and  minute  aoc«racy  of  detail  which  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  exagg^ate.  We  refi^  to  the  Scriptures,  to  theology 
in  all  its  parte,  and  to  the  pr^Murations  and  auxiliaries  ef 
these.  The  Philosophy  of  the  Mind  and  Moral  Scienee 
were  his  perpetual  study.  On  these  he  constantly  exercised 
his  thoughts  ;  and  if  there  was  any  department  of  knowledge 
in  which  he  excelled,  it  was  the  observi^on  of  his  owa 
mental  states  imd  exercises.  In  regard  to  this  branch  of 
philosophy,  he  was  acquainted  with  all  that  could  be  obtained 
from  ancient  and  modem  authors,  and  was  aUe  with  die- 
tinotness  to  rehearse  the  tenets  of  masters  and  of  schook* 
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Of  Ub  long  continiied  sfcadies  in  theok^  we  have  already 
given  some  account.  Scarcely  less  veised  was  he  in  history^ 
both  civil  and  ecclesiastical.  To  which  may  be  added  his 
attainments  in  bibliogn^hy^  phyncal  and  political  geogra- 
phy, and  in  politics  and  general  law  as  connected  with 
lAorals.  On  all  these  matters,  the  only  wonder  is,  that  the 
mass  of  his  reading  had  not  overwhelmed  the  original  vigoor 
of  his  understanding.  In  all  these  his  attainments  may  be 
declared  to  have  been  profound. 

In  the  communication  to  others  ol  all  that  he  knew  he 
took  great  delight,  as  has  been  stated  in  the  narrative.  So 
fiur  as  we  know,  there  is  but  one  testimony  as  to  his  cdlo- 
quial  powers.  He  was  not  a  perpetual  or  an  exacting  talker. 
There  were  days  when  his  mouth  was  sealed  ;  and  in  his 
free  moments  he  had  also  his  times  of  reserve.  He  never 
aUowed  himself  to  become  the  haranguer  of  a  coterie,  and  in 
large  companies  was  with  difficulty  drawn  out.  When  he 
did  speak,  it  was  without  the  tone  or  mien  of  the  orator. 
Yet  thousands  will  remember  the  instructive  entertainment 
and  awakening  derived  from  his  colloquial  flow.  This  was 
(Aiiefly  opened  in  his  own  family  circle,  and  at  the  houses  of 
his  friends.  The  peculiar  hilarity  and  rapidity  and  variety 
of  his  household  discourse  can  scarcely  be  represented ;  in 
Us  later  days  he  had  strong  points  of  resemblance  in  these 
vespects  to  Mr.  Qallatin  and  Chancellor  Kent.  There  were 
the  same  sudden  transitions  and  the  same  dashes  of  humour, 
▲t  times,  when  he  gave  himself  scope  and  yielded  to  strong 
amotion,  these  utterances  were  scarcely  different  from  his 
great  pulpit  ^orts.    As  he  evidently  ta&ed  for  the  simple 
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{mipo06  of  nnbosomii^  his  present  sentiments^  the  range  of 
his  remark  was  extensive  ;  he  talked  of  every  thing  that  in* 
t^rested  him^  but  chiefly  of  that  which  had  last  awakened 
his  mind.  The  most  serious  studies  of  the  morning  were 
often  given  oat  in  distillation  to  his  household  and  friends. 
He  rehearsed  the  history  of  his  contemporaries  and  the 
stirring  news  of  the  day.  But  he  gave  himself  up  to  the 
current  of  topics,  and  seldom  forced  his  own  subject  on 
others.  It  .was  his  universal  practice  to  converse  with  visit- 
ors on  those  things  with  which  they  were  most  &miliar.  By 
this  means  he  enabled  them  to  show  their  best  side,  while  he 
was  gaining  stores  of  varied  information,  in  r^ard  to  new 
countries  and  remote  places  and  people.  When  a  clergyman 
or  a  new  student  came  from  some  region  concerning  which 
he  knew  little,  this  examinatory  process  was  sometimes  car- 
ried on  for  hours  ;  and  the  results  were  sure  to  be  given  out 
again  with  minuteness  and  animation,  at  the  next  fireside 
meeting.  Indeed  such  was  his  love  of  communicating  with 
his  friends,  that  in  these  cases  he  would  often  come  with  im- 
mense haste  and  glowing  features  into  the  parlour,  and  with 
pen  in  hand  keep  the  floor  for  a  good  half  hour  in  relating 
the  cheering  intelligence  ;  darting  back  to  his  books  with  an 
amusing  precipitation. 

His  sense  of  the  ludicrous  was  acute ;  hence  he  was  a 
delightful  listener  to  all  entertaining  visitors,  and  a  hearty 
laugher  of  the  best  old  school  Dr.  Rice,  himself  a  very 
grave  man,  Dr.  Speece,  Dr.  John  Breckinridge  and  Ih; 
Young,  possessed  a  great  power  over  his  feelings  in  this  re- 
spect.    The  number  of  visitors  in  his  study  was  so  large  as 
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often  to  become  a  sort  of  kme^  at  wbieh  <wlMle 
were  oonromecl,  in  the  moet  dieerfU  intereoone ;  nor  did  h& 
m€K  consider  this  as  lost  time,  always  p^efening  the  oonvene 
of  the  livii^  to  that  of  the  dead.  The  hntnUeet  callers  at 
his  door,  not  exciting  beggars,  engaged  him  in  long  and 
aniiuated  dialogues.  These  were  frequently  woimd  np  witli 
an  extended  and  pungent  exhortation  to  the  new  comer. 
There  was  an  old  stroller,  who  came  at  short  periods,  and  re- 
eeiyed  a  ftown  at  many  a  house,  but  who  always  found  Dr. 
Alexander  ready  to  question  and  advise  him.  One  of  hia 
ehoicei^  refteshments  was  to  chat  with  children,  and  he  had 
the  faculty  of  winning  their  confidence  in  a  moment.  It 
was  very  uncommon  for  the  hours  of  meals  to  be  passed 
without  free  and  full  conversation.  It  is  hardly  needful  to 
si^  that  none  of  these  colloquies  disdosed  any  dedre  of  dis- 
^y.  He  was  a  great  questioner,  it  must  be  confessed,  but 
not  with  a  view  of  either  gauging  or  puzzling  others  ;  it  was 
to  increase  his  own  stores,  and  he  was  always  inquiring  and 
always  learning.  Of  set  and  formal  religious  conversation 
be  practised  little.  Religion  transpired  through  all  his  words 
and  looks.  Occasional  remarks  of  a  qiiritual  kind  were  ever 
and  anon  thrown  in.  When  his  heart  was  full,  it  ran  over 
the  brim  ;  but  he  relied  little  upon  studied  exhortations  in 
CKdinary  circles.  In  private  he  often,  ahnost  daily,  discoursed 
to  individuals  on  the  moet  saored  and  confidential  parts  of 
experimental  religion.  To  the  doubting,  desponding  and  be- 
reaved, he  was  always  a  soothing  and  welcome  visitor.  By 
the  bedside  of  t^ose  who  were  ill  or  dying,  he  attained  an 
elevaticm  of  consolatory  power  which  has  made  many  sudi 
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I  memotMb  fbr  a  lifetioQie.  The  teBdemeoB  of  hb 
iMart  mtAt  him  a  rriuotant  reprover  ;  bat  when  he  epened 
his  lips  for  this  purpose  his  words  w«re  keen,  and  scolrdimg, 
often  we  snppose  beyond  his  intention.  It  is  to  be  added, 
that  Us  lore  of  conversation  and  his  sodal  fkenlties  abode 
in  p«£M3t  strength,  until  he  was  on  the  Terj  yeige  of  the 
grave. 

From  his  conversation  the  transition  is  easy  to  his  preach- 
ing, which  was,  more  than  can  be  said  of  most,  an  expansion 
of  his  ordinary  discourse.  It  is  a  topic  which  we  have 
touched  upon  more  than  once  ;  our  purpose  now  is  only  to 
gather  tc^ther  a  few  additional  remarks  and  lemiuisoenoes. 
The  true  notion  of  Dr.  Alexander's  preaching  will  not  be  ob- 
tained, unless  we  consider  elevated  conv^sation  as  the  root 
oat  of  which  it  grew.  Protract  the  remarks,  mlarge  the 
cirde  of  auditors,  give  carrespondent  stimulaticm  to  mind 
and  feeling,  and  all  the  rest  follows  of  oourse.  Though  a 
theologian,  and  that  of  the  sterner  and  strict^  sort,  he  did 
not  deliver  theological  lectures  from  the  pulpit  Formid  and 
elaborate  argumentation  on  doctrinal  points  was  not  common 
in  his  sermons.  It  k  true,  he  expounded  and  defended  the 
great  doctrines  of  the  &ith,  but  it  was  in  a  method  which 
was  homfletical  and  popular,  rather  than  scholastically  didac- 
tic. Nothing  could  be  more  unlike  his  doctrinal  semums 
than  the  dry  and  i^ii^:iuated  diatribes  of  certain  metaphysical 
divines  of  the  last  century.  It  was  the  Scottish  sohool  q£ 
sermonizing  which  he  most  nearly  approached  ;  varieties  of  ^ 
which  may  be  studied  in  Finley,  Davies  and  Waddel.  Even 
when  his  object  was  to  establish  doctrine,  he  preferred  the 
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textual  method.  His  division  and  treatm^t  of  the  sabjeel 
were  generally  governed  by  the  tetzt  Any  figure  whidi  it 
contained  was  apt  to  colour  the  whole  disooorse. 

There  is  a  testimony  here  to  be  added,  which  from  the 
eminent  source  from  which  it  flows  will  not  fail  to  commaiid 
the  respect  of  every  reader.  It  is  firom  Joseph  Henry,  LL.  D., 
the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute.^ 

PBOFE880R  HSNBT   TO  THE   AUTHOR. 

"  BmrmoitiAH  iMwawwoy,  WAgBtHOtw,  1 
January  81,  1864.       ) 

"  My  Deab  Sir  :— 

"  Your  letter  requesting  my  rec(^ections  of  your  lament- 
ed father  was  duly  received,  but  a  pressure  of  business  con- 
nected with  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Brents 
has  prevented  me  from  answering  it  before  this  evening. 

^^  It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  recall  to  my  mind  the 
first  discourse  J  heard  him  deliver.  It  was  a  simple  and  a]>- 
parently  unpremeditated  exposition  of  truths  highly  imp(»^ 
tant  to  the  young,  and  admirably  adapted  to  the  students  of 
tiie  college  to  whom  it  was  addressed.  I  say  apparently  un- 
premeditated, though  it  must  have  been  the  result  of  much 
previous  refiection  in  the  way  of  settling  definitely  in  his 
mind  important  general  principles. 

^'  I  think  Dr.  Alexander  had  a  remarkable  fistculty  of  philo- 
sophic generalization,  and  it  was  this  that  made  him  em- 

*  This  admirable  letter,  thoogh  pertinent  here,  would  have  ibimd  hi 
exaot  connection  better  at  an  earlier  place;  bat  it  came  to  onr  handi 
while  tfab  very  page  was  going  through  the  press. 
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phatiGally  a  fall  man.  He  was  enabled  to  discourse  by  tbe 
hour,  not  fiom  mere  memory,  but  in  the  way  of  dedujction 
firom  the  general  truths  which  he  had  made  his  own,  and 
which  he  was  in  the  habit  of  applying  to  the  conduct  and  du- . 
ties  of  life.  For  example — ^in  the  discourse  to  which  I  have 
alluded  ;  he  discussed  the  great  principle  of  the  permanency 
of  early  impressions  upon  the  character,  of  the  philosophy 
of  habit,  the  importance  of  a  good  reputation  commencing 
with  the  boy,  of  the  native  influence  of  a  single  bad  act 
committed  in  a  moment  of  thoughtlessness  which  might 
neutralize  almost  a  life  of  benevolent  action  ;  of  the  influ- 
ence possessed  by  eveiy  individual,  and  of  the  responsibility 
connected  with  it. 

''  He  had  studied  in  early  life  the  subject  of  mental  phi- 
losophy, and  had  adopted  the  principles  of  the  inductive 
method.  All  ideas  he  considered  as  derived  from  sensation 
or  consciousness,  and  without  attempting  to  explain  the  es- 
sence of  mind  or  of  matter,  he  contented  himself  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  laws  of  their  phenomena,  and  with  refer- 
ring these  to  the  will  of  the  Creator  of  the  universe.  All 
knowledge  superior  to  this  was  derived  from  revelation,  the 
truths  of  which,  however  mysterious  and  beyond  reason,  he 
adopted  with  implicit  confidence.  He  was  much  interested 
in  all  questions  of  physical  science,  and  particularly  in  the 
researches  in  which  I  was  engaged.  All  his  conceptions  of 
truth  were  simple  and  clear.  His  was  not  a  mere  speculative 
fidth,  or  a  theoretical  system  of  Christian  duty,  but  one 
which  was  eminently  reduced  to  practice.  He  taught  by  his 
example  as  well  as  by  his  precepts,  and  his  influence  will 
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kmg  fiv«  after  him,  not  only  in  bis  publuhed  worls,  bat  h 
the  memoij  cf  bis  papils,  and  in  its  effect  on  the  duuracter 
ited  condnet  of  all  wbo  enjoyed  tbe  pleasme  and  profit  of  bis 
qnaintance. 

^'  I  consider  it  one  of  the  most  happy  drcmnstancee  of 
my  life,  that  I  was  pemdtted  so  long  to  enjoy  the  aoqnamt- 
ance  and  friendship  of  so  good  and  so  great  a  man,  and  to 
Ere  under  bis  influence. 

^  I  lemain,  veiy  tmly,  yonr  fifand  and  serrant, 

**  JoBiPH  Hdibt." 

Experimental,  casnistical,  practical,  consdhttoiy  preadt- 
ing,  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  field  of  his  strength.  In 
dissecting  the  heart,  onraveHing  long  trains  of  experience, 
discoyering  hidden  lefhges,  holding  the  mim^  np  to  setf- 
deceiving  souls,  and  flashing  rays  of  gracious  hope  on  the 
lingering  and  self-righteous,  he  was  equalled  by  few.  He 
gloried  in  preaching  a  free  (Gospel  The  longer  he  li^ed,  tlie 
more  wide,  cordial  and  generous  was  his  offer  of  Christ  to 
the  chief  of  sinners.  Not  for  an  instant  was  he  ever  tempted 
to  join  with  those  who,  because  of  the  abuses  of  Anti- 
nomianism,  would  tamper  with  sovereign  boundless  gratu^ 
itous  salvation,  or  hang  legal  weights  on  the  wings  of  ascend- 
ing faith.  Bo  hi^  a  value  did  he  set  upon  the  maintenance 
of  an  awakened  interest  among  hearers,  that  he  never  en- 
tered on  any  avowed  series  of  discourses,  or  wearied  out  Us 
auditors  by  numerous  sermons  on  the  same  text.  Here  his 
piactice  concurred  with  the  reported  remarks  of  Geeil,  in 
his  Bemain&      The  strong  hktorical,  we  might  even  say 
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Uognphioal  turn  of  hb  mmd,  ted  him  to  dw^  muck  o& 
•oiptnral  persmagee.  Surviving  hearen  will  remember  his 
portndtures  of  Abraham  and  Joseph^  of  Bath,  E3i  and  Han- 
nah,  of  Jofliah  and  Daniel,  of  Paul  and  John.  In  conneo* 
tion  with  the  same  trait,  he  was  uncommonly  large  in  his 
delineation  of  individual  types  of  Christian  life,  or  what  may 
be  called  chamcteristio  preaching.  Here  he  evinced  his  deli* 
cate  acquaintanoe  with  the  anatomy  of  saint  and  sinner. 
The  outline  was  firm  and  unmistahable,  and  the  hues  bright 
and  decided.  Such  pictures  of  particular  experience  dwell 
in  the  recollection  of  his  hearers,  who  often  felt  the  probe 
entering  their  oonsci^ioes  to  the  very  quick.  To  sum  up 
what  concerns  the  matter  of  his  preaching,  he  set  forth  the 
whole  system  of  Divine  truth,  with  a  felicitous  mixture  of 
doctrine  and  experience ;  not  separately  but  intimately 
bbnded ;  the  didactic  warp  being  traversed  by  a  woof  of 
vaaegated  emotion  ;  the  steel  links  of  reasoning  being  often 
red  with  the  ardours  of  burning  love. 

Modes  of  preparation  for  preaching  are  always  matter  of 
lively  interest  to  preachers  ;  and  it  is  wond^rftd  how  much 
they  differ.  Dr.  Akxuider  was  never  accustomed  to  tell  of 
hit  own  ways,  or  to  eajoixi  them  upon  otheis.  Perhaps  he 
was  extreme  in  his  disposition  to  let  every  man  ^  scuffle 
through  his  experiment,''  as  he  used  to  call  it,  so  as  to  alight 
on  the  plan  which  was  best  for  himself.  His  written  ser- 
mons were  his  later  ones.  For  the  most  part  they  were  the 
reproduction  of  trains  of  thought  which  he  had  arranged  in 
his  head  many  years  before.  It  is  not  known  that  his  mode 
of  bringing  these  to  paper  had  any  thing  peculiar.     He  was 
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loud  of  Baying,  that  if  he  wiahed  to  produce  a  disconrse  bet- 
ter than  common,  on  a  new  subject,  he  should  like  to  wnte 
away  as  fast  as  he  could,  and  even  voluminously.  This  he 
called  getting  the  rock  out  of  the  quarry.  During  this  pro- 
cess  he  thought  two  good  results  were  pretty  sure  to  ensue. 
One  was  that  the  writer  would  strike  on  some  "  rich  vein" 
(another  of  his  phrases)  out  of  which  he  might  draw  the 
chief  wealth  of  his  discourse  ;  the  other  was,  that  he  would 
find  the  rudiments  of  a  method  and  partition  emeige  out  of 
this  at  first  chaotic  mass.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  he  thou^ 
the  arrangement  should  be  completed  ;  and  then  he  would 
sit  down  and  put  the  sermon  into  its  final  form,  by  an  entire 
new  writing.  This  device  no  doubt  originated  in  his  long- 
practised  method  of  thinking  long  and  arduously  on  the 
topics  which  he  meant  to  discuss  without  notes.  His  writ- 
ten sermons  however  are  but  the  bony  structure  of  his  preach- 
ing ;  they  lack  the  illustrations,  descriptions,  flight  and  pa- 
thos of  his  freer  productions. 

It  has  been  said,  even  to  repetition,  that  his  chosen 
method  of  preparation  was  independent  of  the  pen.  Mx. 
Gkdlatin  once  said  to  us  :  '^  I  know  nothing  of  what  is  called 
growing  warm  in  writing.  In  my  most  elaborate  speeches, 
I  have  prepared  the  matter  mentally  ;  and  when  I  have  had 
to  write,  I  have  frequently  walked  up  and  down  the  floor, 
and  collected  my  material  and  given  it  shape  and  diction, 
just  as  if  I  were  speaking  ofif-hand."  In  our  belief,  this 
would  be  a  just  description  of  Dr.  Alexander's  experience. 
Long  and  silent  meditation  preceded  his  great  efforts.  In 
this  he  declared  that  he  dismissed  all  consideration  of  the 
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langaage  to  be  employed,  deUberately  thinking  that  this 
would  suggest  itself  best  during  delivery.  Neither  did  he 
prearrange  the  exact  sequence  of  sentences  or  even  of  propo- 
sitions ;  leaving  the  mind  free  to  work  in  new  directions  while 
speaking.  He  used  to  declare  that  he  preferred  not  to  hm- 
den  his  mind  with  the  recollection  of  a  single  expression 
which  had  occurred  to  him  in  his  study.  Buch  was  his  &cul- 
ty  of  abstraction  and  concentration,  that  these  preparatory 
lucubrations  were  conducted  in  walking,  riding,  or  even  sitting 
among  his  children.  He  would  say  laughingly  that  he  often 
could  think  to  most  pxurpose,  when  there  was  a  little  clatter 
of  voices  around  him.  Hence  it  was  surprising  to  observe 
how  little  he  shut  himself  up  before  preaching  ;  when  he  did 
so,  it  was  with  a  devotional  end  in  view.  He  was  a  great 
advocate  of  habitual,  as  distinguished  fix)m  special  prepara- 
tion. His  individual  sermons  were  chapters  fix)m  a  very  co- 
pious volume  in  his  head.  Though  he  seldom  spoke  of  these 
things,  he  once  told  us,  that  being  about  to  preach  on  a  text 
from  that  part  of  Scripture,  he  had  rapidly  perused  the  whole 
epistle  to  the  Hebrews  ;  and  at  another  time  that  he  had  in 
like  manner  read  the  whole  Gk>spel  of  John  over  in  Greek, 
on  the  Sunday  morning.  On  a  single  point,  our  recollections 
vary  from  those  of  some  authorities  to  whom  we  defer  with 
high  respect.  It  strikes  us  that  in  general,  he  not  only  divi- 
ded his  subject  with  distinctness,  but  declared  the  heads  of 
his  argument.  The  other  mode  we  regard  as  the  exception 
to  his  common  rule.  This  is  confirmed  by  a  reference  to  his 
printed  sermons  and  his  manuscripts.  He  knew  very  little 
medium  between  reading  closely,  and  speaking  without  any 

44 
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notes.  The  bit  of  paper  which  he  osoally  laid  on  the  Bible 
scarcely  deserves  the  name.  It  was  seldom  of  more  than 
ten  lines,  and  was  often  not  looked  at  ;  indeed  he  said  that 
he  used  it  as  a  precaution  against  a  total  loss  of  memory  as 
to  text,  topic  and  plan,  which  used  to  befall  him  in  his 
younger  days.  These  scraps  of  writing  were  not  intended  as 
aids  in  preparation.  We  have  no  knowledge  of  his  eYet 
using  what  is  called  "  a  full  brief"  He  frequently  ceased  to 
read  what  he  had  prepared,  and  interpolated  new  trains  of 
argument  which  occurred  to  him,  and  in  other  cases  even  did 
not  return  to  his  manuscript  at  all.  This  was  true  in  regard 
to  some  of  his  most  effective  sermons,  which  were  thus  drawn 
out  to  as  much  as  ninety  minutes. 

He  never  seemed  to  look  on  preaching  from  its  literaiy  or 
rhetorical  side.  To  him  it  was  a  high  spiritual  function, 
and  he  approached  it  with  much  of  the  awe  which  had  at- 
tended his  first  efforts.  It  is  believed  that  some  trepidation 
preceded  every  discourse  which  he  delivered  ;  as  Luther  re- 
ports concerning  himself.  Far  more  than  is  common,  and 
beyond  what  he  ever  explicitly  declared,  he  seems  to  have 
believed  in  special  aids,  elevations  and  illuminations,  con- 
ferred on  the  preacher  during  his  delivery  of  the  message  ; 
such  afflatus  from  the  Spirit  he  was  accustomed  to  distin- 
guish from  the  personal  graces  of  the  preacher.  These  im- 
pressions doubtless  brought  his  mind  into  a  state  highly  sus- 
ceptible of  those  gusts  of  sudden  feeling,  which  sometimes 
swayed  not  only  himself,  but  whole  assemblies.  Perhaps 
thb,  rather  than  any  rhetorical  canon,  led  him  invariably  to 
begin  his  discourse  in  the  most  simple,  subdued,  and  if  we 
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may  bo  speak,  expectant  maimer.  It  was  the  tone  of  ordi- 
nary conversation  on  an  important  subject.  Hardly  any 
thing  could  be  augured  from  Ms  beginning*  He  allowed 
himself  to  rise  and  glow  in  a  manner  almost  imperceptible. 
As  might  be  expected,  he  did  not  always  soar  ;  but  when  he 
did,  it  was  without  effort  and  without  abruptness.  As  he 
kindled,  his  language  became  more  vivid,  ornate,  and  power- 
M ;  it  even  acquired  an  elegant  fitness  and  accuracy,  which  is 
not  found  in  his  writings.  Towards  the  close  of  his  greatest 
sermons,  the  audience  was  usually  in  a  state  of  rapt  atten- 
tion ;  nothing  was  more  common  than  for  people  to  say  that 
they  would  gladly  have  listened  to  him  all  day. 

The  style  of  his  more  impassioned  preaching  was  inde* 
scribably  warmer  and  more  coloured  than  any  thing  which 
he  has  left  in  writing.  Tet  it  was  always  simple,  and  can- 
not be  better  described  than  in  words  which  Dr.  Arnold  uses 
of  his  own  :  ^^  I  am  sure  an  attempt  at  ornament  would  make 
my  style  so  absurd,  that  you  would  yourself  laugh  at  it.  I 
could  not  do  it  naturally,  for  I  have  now  so  habituated  my- 
self to  that  unambitious  and  plain  way  of  writing,  and  ab- 
sence of  Latin  words  as  much  as  possible,  that  I  could  not 
write  otherwise  vnthout  manifest  affectation.''  In  his  most 
elevated  passages  Dr.  Alexander  never  indulged  in  the  sweep 
of  periodic  and  climacteric  sentences.  And  as  his  style,  such 
was  Ins  delivery.  Gesture  was  forced  from  him,  and  was  not 
undulatory  or  studiously  graceful ;  he  had  no  dread  of  the 
abrupt  or  the  angular  in  his  motions.  Those  who  speak  of 
his  voice  as  shrill,  must  be  governed  by  the  remembnmce  of 
later  days,  when  he  could  make  himself  heard  ftirthest  in  his 
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upper  notes.  In  yonth  and  in  his  prime,  his  tones  were  Btlvei; 
and  his  modulation  exceedingly  varied.  The  lower  and  even 
whispering  modes  of  speech  were  often  very  effective.  Hw 
inflections,  especially  at  the  close  of  sentences,  were  all  his 
own,  and  were  unUke  those  laid  down  in  the  books  ;  it  was 
an  attempt  to  reproduce  these  which  made  some  of  his  imi- 
tators  quite  ridiculous.  The  language  of  his  eye  was  extra- 
ordinary, even  to  a  proverb.  He  was  wont  to  fix  his  glance 
on  individual  hearers,  with  a  penetration  which  often  pro- 
duced painful  shrinking.  We  have  no  remembrance  of  ever 
seeing  him  weep  in  preaching,  even  when  almost  a  whole  ab- 
sembly  was  in  tears.  The  impression  upon  his  hearers  was 
at  times  so  extraordinary,  that  we  do  not  allow  ourselves  to 
describe  it  in  detail  One  quality  was  never  absent,  whether 
he  was  gently  familiar  or  suddenly  impetuous ;  he  main- 
tained the  unbroken  interest  of  the  assembly,  however  long 
he  spoke.  He  once  said  of  Summerfield,  whom  he  greatly 
admired,  that  this  wonderful  young  orator  possessed  the  art 
of  keeping  up  fixed  attention  and  awakened  expectation  ; 
and  that  it  consisted  in  passing  rapidly  from  point  to  point, 
never  dwelling  on  a  thought  when  once  it  was  iully  lodged, 
never  beating  his  material  too  thin,  and  thus  never  allowing 
the  hearer's  mind  to  get  before  him.  It  may  be  inferred 
from  this  that  he  depended  little  on  rhetorical  amplification. 
The  beautifiil  illustrations  which  sometimes  arose  like  visions 
before  his  audience,  seldom  held  them  long  ;  but  he  often 
added  scene  to  scene  with  a  felicity  which  was  above  all  art, 
and  which  was  evidently  the  result  of  thoughts  suggested 
at  the  moment.     It  was  manifest  from  his  manner,  that  in 
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addition  to  all  he  had  preconceived,  his  mind  was  working 
strongly  in  new  directions,  while  he  was  in  the  act  of  speaks 
ing.  At  such  times  his  eye  would  fix  itself  on  vacancy,  or 
on  some  distant  object,  revealing  by  its  peculiar  expression 
that  he  had  almost  lost  sight  of  his  audience,  and  was  ex- 
patiating in  tracks  of  original  musing.  But  we  despair  of 
conveying  any  precise  notion  of  his  peculiar  manner  to 
those  who  never  heard  him  in  the  day  of  his  unbroken 
physical  vigour ;  especially  as  we  cannot  suppose  that  our 
ears  were  not  held  by  the  fisiscination  of  a  filial  partiality 
which  cannot  be  largely  shared,  and  which  must  be  our  ex- 
cuse if  we  overstate  the  case. 

In  the  period  when  he  made  preaching  his  great  business, 
his  labours  were  every  where  owned  of  God  to  the  awakening 
and  conversion  of  many  souls ;  and  all  through  his  life  such 
tokens  were  granted  to  him  firom  time  to  time.  Tet  it  is 
believed,  that  his  work  was  far  more  remarkable  in  edifying 
the  body  of  Christ,  simplifying  and  enforcing  the  statements 
of  doctrine,  removing  scruples,  nourishing  fidth,  stimulating 
to  holy  life,  and  consoling  the  tempted  and  distressed.  In 
these  fields,  the  effects  of  his  labours,  being  more  remote 
firom  public  notice,  are  beyond  all  calculation,  and  must  be 
left  for  the  disclosures  of  the  other  world. 

In  closing  our  survey,  we  may  be  expected  to  say 
something  of  his  personal  piety ;  yet  nowhere  have  we 
so  much  felt  the  burden  of  our  task.  If  the  general 
tenonr  of  this  narrative  has  not  set  him  forth  as  one  who 
was  eminently  sanctified,  we  should  fiul  to  reach  this 
end  by  heaping  up  assertory  declarations.    If,  as  a  genial 
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writer  has  said^  ^^  we  should  be  modest  for  a  modest  man, 
as  he  is  for  himself/' — ^reserve  on  this  point  is  the  more 
demanded ;  for  of  all  the  hnman  beings  we  ever  knew  he 
was  the  most  silent  abont  his  own  personal  experience. 
At  certain  times  he  entered  into  his  closet,  and  shut  the 
door,  but  in  what  manner  he  conducted  his  private  exercises, 
no  mortal,  we  believe,  is  competent  to  relate.  In  these 
hours  he  is  thought  to  have  made  more  use  than  is  common 
of  the  original  Scriptures.  He  had  a  way  of  chanting  to 
himself  the  Hebrew  Psalms  ;  for  many  years  using  for  this 
purpose  a  beautiful  psalter,  which  was  the  gift  of  Dr.  Hodge. 
From  what  was  observed  by  his  family,  and  from  what  he 
recommended  to  others,  it  is  supposed  that  he  spent  much 
time  in  deliberate  spiritual  contemplation.  His  piety  was  to 
a  remarkable  degree  blended  with  his  system  of  truth.  In 
his  mind  doctrine  and  experience  were  inseparable.  This 
was  consistent  with  the  high  place  which  he  always  assigned 
to  spiritual  understanding  and  to  faith.  He  observed  fre- 
quent days  of  entire  seclusion,  sometimes  adding  an  absti- 
nence which  was  almost  rigorous. 

Prudence  was  a  prominent  trait  in  his  character.  That 
this  did  not  sometimes  degenerate  into  excessive  solicitude 
and  caution,  we  will  not  assert.  The  courage  of  adventurous 
daring,  he  possessed  in  his  youth.  The  courage  which  ena- 
bled him  to  maintain  his  judgments,  not  only  against  all 
opponents  but  often  against  all  friends,  he  might  well  claim 
all  his  days.  It  was  kindred  to  his  great  sincerity,  candour 
and  love  of  truth.  Iq  his  most  unguarded  moments^  be 
was  never  known  to  exaggerate  a  statement.     He  was  free 
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from  censoriousness  of  judgment,  and  scrapnlous  in  speaking 
evil  of  any  human  being.  Hence  he  passed  a  long  life, 
almost  absolutely  free  from  strife  with  any  fellow-creatuie. 
If  he  had  enemies,  they  are  unknown  to  us.  In  all  the 
circle  of  his  acquaintance  he  was  not  more  truly  reverenced 
than  loved. 

Of  nothing  did  he  seem  so  much  in  dread  as  of  pride. 
From  numerous  indirect  statements,  we  judge  it  to  be  what 
he  regarded  as  his  easily  besetting  sin.  Its  outward  manifes- 
tations were  however  as  rare  in  him  as  in  any  man.  It 
beems  to  us  that  his  whole  life  was  an  arduous  study  of  hu- 
mility. While  he  was  burdened  with  a  sense  of  indwelling 
sin,  he  was  eminently  free  from  doubts  as  to  his  own  accept- 
ance with  Gt)d.  Though  he  never  said  so,  we  are  persuaded 
that  his  habitual  state  of  mind  was  one  of  confirmed  assu- 
rance. His  conversation,  sermons  and  books  show  that  he 
set  the  highest  value  on  personal  communion  with  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  as  the  very  heart  of  religion  and  happiness. 
On  this  subject,  his  sentiments  often  arose  to  a  blissfrd  rap- 
ture ;  something  of  which  he  was  enabled  to  communicate  to 
others 

As  practice  is  the  great  criterion  of  piety,  we  may  confi- 
dently refer  to  this.  His  whole  life  was  spent  in  an  endea- 
vour to  do  as  much  good  as  was  within  his  power.  Without 
unduly  lifting  the  domestic  veil,  it  would  be  impracticable 
to  represent  how  gentle,  how  tender,  how  sjrmpathizing, 
how  anticipative  of  every  emergency,  how  laborious,  how 
delicate  and  yet  how  fidthfril,  he  was  to  those  who  were 
nearest  to  him.     This  kindliness  extended  itself  to  a  wide 
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circle.  He  wa8  p^petually  teeming  with  plaiis  for  the  good 
of  mankind.  His  inyentive  faculty,  in  regard  to  charitaUe 
schemes,  was  a  striking  trait  in  his  character.  A  bare  survey 
of  the  books  and  papers  which  he  wrote,  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  applied  his  learning,  suffices  to  show  the  benevo- 
lence of  his  souL 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  during  most  of  his  life  he 
8u£Eered  fix)m  inward  struggles  and  temptations.  Yet  again 
and  again  did  he  come  forth  from  his  study  radiant  with 
spiritual  refreshment.  His  religion  was  chiu»cteristically 
composing  and  tranquil.  As  he  advanced  in  years  he  became 
more  and  more  happy ;  until  at  the  very  dose  he  was  hap- 
piest of  aU.  In  those  last  hours  his  lips  were  unsealed  on 
many  pcHnts  concerning  which  he  had  been  as  silent  as  the 
grave ;  and  he  revealed  some  glimpses  of  that  '^  secret  of  the 
Lord  "  which  had  been  his  portion  for  years.  All  was  sym- 
metrical and  consistent,  and  hence  one  of  the  chief  difficul- 
ties of  description.  Of  his  entire  course  there  was  nothing 
more  true  to  nature  and  to  grace  than  its  close.  The  intel- 
ligent tranquillity  which  there  reigned  was  beyond  any  powers 
of  recital.     Mark  the  pebfeot  man,  and  behold  the 

UPBIGHT  ;    FOB  TOE  END  OF  THAT  MAN  IS  PEACE. 
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The  following  is  as  oomplete  a  list  as  our  memory  enables 
US  to  produce,  of  those  books  and  pamphlets  of  which  Dr. 
Alexander  can  justly  be  considered  as  the  author. 

A   Sermon  at  the  opening  of  the  General  Assembly. 
Philadelphia,  1808. 

A  Discourse  occasioned  by  the  burning  of  the  Theatre  in 
the  City  of  Richmond,  Ya.,  on  the  26th  of  December,  1811. 
Philadelphia,  1812.  pp.  28. 

An  Inaugural  Discourse  delivered  at  Princeton.  New- 
York,  1814. 

A  Missionary  Sermon  before  the  (General  Assembly. 
Philadelphia,  1813. 

A  Brief  Outline  of  the  Evidepces  of  the  Christian  Reli- 
gion.    Princeton,  1825.     12mo. 

The  Canon  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  ascertained  ; 
or  the  Bible  complete  without  the  Apocrypha  and  Unwritten 
Traditions.    12mo. 

A  Sermon  to  Young  Men,  preached  in  the  Chapel  of  the 
College  of  New  Jersey.    1826. 
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Su^estions  in  Vindication  of  Sunday  Schoola  Phila- 
delphia, 1829. 

Growth  in  Grace.  Two  Sermons  in  the  National 
Preacher.     New- York,  1829. 

A  Sermon  before  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners 
for  Foreign  Missions.     1829. 

A  Selection  of  Hymns,  adapted  to  the  Devotions  of  the 
Closet,  the  Family  and  the  Social  Circle,  and  containing 
subjects  appropriate  to  the  Monthly  Concerts  of  Prayer  for 
the  success  of  Missions  and  Sunday  Schools.  New- York, 
1831.     (Seven  hundred  and  forty-two  hymna) 

The  Pastoral  Office.   A  Sermon  preached  in  Philadelphia, 
before  the  Association  of  the  Alumni  of  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary at  Princeton,  May  21, 1834.  Philadelphia,  1834.  pp.30. 
The  Lives  of  the  Patriarchs.     American  Sunday  School 
Union.     1835.     18mo.  pp.  168. 
History  of  Israel.     12mo. 

The  House  of  God  Desirable.  A  Sermon  in  the  Presby- 
terian Preacher.     1835. 

The  People  of  God  led  in  Unknown  Ways.  A  Sermon 
preached  May  29,  1842,  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
Richmond,     1842. 

An  Address  delivered  before  the  Alumni  Association  of 
Washington  College,  Va.,  on  Commencement  Day,  Jime  29, 
1843.     Lexington,  1843. 

Biographical  Sketches  of  the  Founder  and  Principal 
Alumni  of  the  Log  College  ;  together  with  an  Accoimt  of 
the  Revivals  of  Religion  under  their  Ministry.  Princeton, 
1845.     12mo.  pp.  369. 
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A  History  of  Colonization  on  the  Western  Coast  of  Af- 
rica.    Philadelphia,  1846.     8vo.  pp.  603. 

A  History  of  the  Iraelitish  Nation,  from  their  origin  to 
their  dispersion  at  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  by  the  Bo- 
mans.     Philadelphia,  1852.     8vo.  pp.  620. 

Outlines  of  Moral  Science.  New- York,  1862.  12mo. 
pp.  272. 

Introduction  to  Matthew  Henry's  Commentary. 

Introduction  to  Works  of  the  Rev.  William  Jay. 

Introduction  to  Dr.  Waterbur/s  Advice  to  a  Young 
Christian. 

The  following  books  and  tracts,  as  well  as  some  of  those 
mentioned  above,  are  issued  by  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Publication. 

Practical  Sermons ;  to  be  read  in  Families  and  Social 
Meetings.     8vo. 

Letters  to  the  Aged.     18mo. 

Counsels  of  the  Aged  to  the  Young.     18mo. 

Universalism  false  and  unscriptural.     18mo. 

A  Brief  Compend  of  Bible  Truth.     12mo. 

Divine  Q-uidance  ;  or  the  People  of  God  led  in  Unknown 
Ways.     32mo. 

Thoughts  on  Beligious  Experience.     12mo. 

The  Lite  of  the  Bev.  Bichard  Baxter.  (An  abridgment.) 
18mo. 

The  Life  of  Andrew  Melville.  (An  abridgment.)    18mo. 

The  Life  of  John  Knox,  the  Scottish  Beformer.  (An 
abridgment.)     18mo. 

The  Way  of  Salvation,  familiarly  explained  in  a  Conver- 
sation between  a  Father  and  his  Children.     32mo. 
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To  which  muBt  be  added  the  following  Tracts : 

The  Duty  of  Catechetical  Instmction. 

A  Treatise  on  Justification  by  Faith. 

Christ's  Ghradous  Invitation  to  the  Weary  and  Heavy- 
laden. 

Bath  the  Moabitess. 

Love  to  an  Unseen  Saviour. 

Letters  to  the  Aged. 

A  Dialogue  between  a  Presbyterian  and  a  Friend 
(Quaker). 

The  Amiable  Youth  fisdling  short  of  Heaven. 

The  Importance  of  Salvation. 

Future  Punishment  Endless. 

Justification  by  Faith. 

Sinners  Welcome  to  Jesus  Christ. 

The  following  Tracts  have  been  published  by  the  Ameri- 
can Tract  Society : 

The  Day  of  Judgment. 
The  Misery  of  the  Lost. 


THE  SND. 
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OUTLINES  OF  MORAL  SCIENCE.  By  Archibald  Albx- 
ANDER,  D.  D.,  late  Professor  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  at 
Princeton,  N.  J.,  1  vol.  12mo.    Price  75  cents. 

'*  These  outlines  of  Moral  Science  will  be  an  invaluable  guide  to  our  youth  of  both  aexes, 
and  especially  to  young  men  who  are  studying  for  the  ministry.  The  volume  will  be  a 
standard  text-book  for  institutions  of  learning.  We  know  of  no  book  on  moral  science 
which  will  compare  with  it  in  the  clear  setting  forth  of  elementary  and  fundamental 
trntlis.^—Preabjftarian  Magcuine. 

<*  It  wUl  be  welcome  as  flUing  a  gap  which  every  instmotor  of  moral  science  must  have 
felt  Having  gone  through  the  course  under  the  venerable  author,  we  are  ready  to  pro-  , 
nounce  it  the  best  book  extant  in  this  science.  There  is  no  other  book  we  know  of  that 
BO  clearly  shows  the  nature  of  moral  obligation,  moral  agency,  liberty,  virtue,  and  the  ' 
morality  of  the  primary  principles  of  human  action.  Hie  discussions  of  the  conscience 
and  the  will,  especially  the  latter,  have  no  parallel  that  we  know  of  in  our  metaphysical 
literature  for  simplicity,  clearness,  power,  and  truth."— JSicftmond  WaUAmanandObtenar. 

"  Its  simplicity,  compass,  perspicuity,  and  brevity,  commend  it  as  lUS  book  for  a  school 
classio. ' ' — ChrigtUm  Mirror . 

''  It  may  be  doubted  whether  any  man,  during  the  period  in  which  Dr.  Alexander  has 
lived,  has  possessed  higher  qualifications  than  he  for  writing  a  work  on  moral  science. 
His  remaricable  power  of  analysis  and  investigation,  the  wonderftil  oleamera  and  simpU- 
dty  of  all  his  mental  operations,  his  habit  of  earnest  and  patient  Inquiry  and  diligent  re- 
search, crowned  with  that  humble  and  teachable  spirit  that  seeks  wisdom  from  above, 
would  have  justified  the  highest  expectation  in  regard  to  any  thing  he  might  write  on  this 
subject,  and,  we  think,  that  those  who  have  expected  the  most  will  not  find  themselves 
disappointed  in  this  work.  It  b^rs  all  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of  its  author's 
miai.^ '—BuriUm  Beoorder. 

'*  A  work  which  the  world  will  not  be  willing  to  lose,  and  it  affords  us  pleasure  to  com- 
mend it  to  the  ministry,  and  to  the  professors  in  collies  and  classical  schools." — Chri^ian 
Olmerver. 

"This  work  is  remarkable  for  simplicity,  condensation,  admirable  arrangement,  and 
nice  discrimination."— .iZbony  Arfpu. 

"  The  student  will  find  in  this  little  volume  topics  discussed  which  have  punled  the 
acutest,  profoundest,  and  most  patient  philosophers,  from  the  days  of  Plato  to  the  present 
lime."— JfoWk  DctOif  AdeaHttr. 

"  His  style  is  not  exceeded  in  pureneas  and  transparency  by  any  author  in  tho  English 
tongue ;  and,  if  for  that  alone,  he  might  be  studied  pruGtably  as  a  model  of  clear,  simple, 
and  unadulterated  Saxon.  The  whole  habit  of  the  author's  mind  fitted  him  for  this  ulti- 
mate work.  YBa  very  simplicity  is  severity ;  and  he  can  so  enunciate  the  principia  of  the 
science  that  the  words  of  the  statement  almost  include  the  argument  and  tlie  proof.  The 
necessary  illustration  is  most  wonderfully  succinct,  giving  to  each  chapter  the  golden  nature 
of  a  last  result    There  is  no  wastage/'- /Cmcfcerbocfacr  Magcuine. 

"  We  would  suggest  to  teachers  the  propriety  of  examining  this  work  for  use  as  a  text- 
book for  instruction.  It  seems  to  us  also  admirably  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  the  general 
reader." — -Y.  Y.  Beoorder. 

•*The  great  simplicity  and  clearness  of  Dr.  Alexander's  style  admirably  adapt  it  as  a 
suitable  class-book  for  coll^^,  theological  seminaries,  and  other  schools.  We  trust  this 
work  may  soon  have  taken  the  place  of  Paley  in  all  our  institutions,  and  are  sure  that  it 
cannot  be  very  long  before  it  will  find  its  way  to  the  libraries  of  our  miniHteni."- Prcsfcy- 
terian. 
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CONSOLATION  ;  in  Discourses  on  Select  Topics,  addressed  to 
the  SoffSering  People  of  Ood.  67  James  W.  Auxanbeb, 
D.D.  1  vol.  8vo.  Price,  $2  -00  in  clotii,  foil  gilt  or  half 
calf,  $3  00,  in  Morocco,  extra,  $4  00. 


"  It  U  Imbacd  with  the  richnMs  of  a  deep  and  derout  experience,  pwmenting  the  1 
and  eonaolationa  of  hearenly  wisdom  and  grace  drawn  ftt>m  the  Bible  hj  the  BxAj  ^fait, 
and  not  at  eecood  hand.  It  is  a  wwk  that  cannot  fiaQ  to  he  profitable  to  many  a  toOfaig 
pilgrim,  cheering  the  sool  amidst  teialB  with  many  Mgfat  and  eanctifying  Tiews  <^  God, 
and  Christ  and  hearen."— if.  F.  Ottener. 

*  <'The  author  hat  aoquired  an  eminent  findlity  in  the  hallowed  work  of  oouoUogthe 
mourner.  It  beginfl  and  ends  with  God,  and  bringf  out  those  gtrong  riews  of  troth  that 
brace  and  lift  up  the  drooping  soul,  with  that  energy  that  the  divine  alone  can  inspire.*' — 
Watchman  and  OUarver,  IHckmcnd. 

*'  We  have  not  seen  a  book  that  we  can  more  eordiiUIy  recMnmond  to  the  chUdxen  of 
sorrow  than  this.  It  seems  to  bring  all  the  consolatory  teachings  of  God's  word  to  a  p<^t ; 
and  no  matter  what  may  be  the  form  of  calamity  under  which  the  Christian  suffers,  ht 
will  find  something  here  to  soothe  his  wounded  si^t.  It  is  a  work  for  the  head  as  wdl  as 
for  the  heart ;  a  work  to  be  studied  and  digested,  and  not  merely  read ;  and  they  who  are 
most  instructed  by  it,  will  be  most  comforted  also.  Dr.  Alexander  has  rendered  mooh 
good  service  to  the  cause  of  truth  and  piety  ;  but  we  doubt  whether  he  has  erer  done  any- 
thing which  will  procure  for  him  the  gratitude  of  so  many  hearts  as  the  sending  liorth  of 
this  Tolume."— Puritan  and  Beoofdery  Bottom. 

"  If  we  desired  to  send  a  gift-book  to  a  Christian  Mend,  there  is  none  that  would  be  se- 
lected in  preference  to  this,  for  we  know  of.no  uninspired  work  that  is  calculated  to  gtve 
more  sincere  satis&ction  to  a  reli^ous  mind." — Oon.  Adeertiterj  N.  T. 

"  It  will  carry  consolation  to  many  homes  and  hearts,  und  make  the  author  a  blessing 
to  those  who  may  never  hear  the  sound  of  his  voice." — N.  T.  Obtaver. 

"  They  are  marked  with  that  vigor  of  thought  and  happy  simplicity  of  lai^oage  whidi 
characterize  the  pulpit  labors  of  the  learned  and  excellent  divine,  and  abound  with  the 
most  appropriate  reflections  for  such  as  are  experiencing  tiie  trials  of  a  Christian  life."— 
N.  r.  DaO^  Times. 

"  These  discourses  are  worthy  of  the  name  and  repntation  of  the  author,  full  of  the  mar- 
row of  Christian  truth,  and  clothed  in  forms  of  expression  marked  by  unimpeachable  purity, 
simplicity  and  elegance."— if.  Y.  Beoorda'. 

"  A  good  book  for  the  suffering,  and  for  the  family  library.  "—CAriittan  06««rocr,  PkOad. 

«  The  language,  the  sentiment  and  the  spirit,  all  unite  in  producing  a  rare  book  of  eon- 
solation  for  the  a£9ioted.  It  can  be  safoly  recommended  to  the  bereaved,  the  tried  and  the 
doubting."— C»ri8«<m  CknmUU,  PkOad. 


ESSAYS  ON  THE  PRIMITIVE  CHURCH  OFFICBS- 

in  1  vol.  12mo.,  uniform  with  "  Alexander  on  the  Psalms." 
Price  63  cts. 

*'Thoso  who  wish  to  investigate  these  suhjects,  will  here  find  a  depth  of  researeh,  a 
strength  of  argument,  a  perspicuity  in  dletkm  and  a  deamess  in  the  results  entir^  sat- 
isfkctory."— Gousee  EvtmgduL 

"  These  esuays  are  understood  to  be  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Alexander  of  Princeton. 
This  alone  is  a  pledge  for  thetr  ability  and  scholarship."- if.  T.  Btcorder. 
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THE  PSALMS.  Translated  and  explained  by  J.  A.  Alex- 
ander, D.D.,  Professor  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Princeton.    3  vols.  12mo.    Price  $3  76,  in  half  calf  $5  25. 


"It  ia  iMrned  without  being  pedantio ;  It  fVxrniflhes  ministen  with  &  needed  eritieal 
anxiliarj,  mod  yet  may  be  o<msulted  with  pleMoie  and  ease  bj  the  common  people."— 
*HeraUU 

**  We  weloome  this  aa  a  Taluable  contrlbaUon  to  the  reUgioni  literature  of  the  day.  It 
fa  a  woriE  of  great  atndy  and  reaeareh,  the  reeolta  of  whieh  are  brought  together  in  a  form 
to  adapt  them  not  only  to  the  theologian,  but  alao  to  the  more  general  reader." — DaUy 
State  BegUlgr. 

**The  work  before  na  la  weU  adapted  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  times.  Ihoee  who  love 
to  read  the  Paalma  In  private  (and  what  plooa  heart  doe«  not?)  aa  weU  aa  public  exponnd- 
era  of  the  word,  will  find,  in  the  suggeetive  nature  of  those  explanationa,  abundant  theme 
for  explanation  and  remarlL."-n2\r.  F.  Sumgdid. 

«The  work  la  designed  to  aaalat  atudenta  in  ascertaining  the  sense  of  the  inspired  text, 
with  as  little  waste  of  words  aa  poeslble ;  but  without  any  minute  history  of  the  interpre- 
tatiod  and  array  of  different  opiniona,  and  without  any  design  to  limit  the  doctrinal  and 
practical  nsea  to  whieh  the  text  may  be  applied.  In  abort  it  oontaina  Just  so  much  as  it 
should  oontain,  and  nothing  more." — Christian  InldUgmcer. 

"  There  ia  no  parade  of  learning,  but  the  reaulta  of  the  profoundest  learning  are  given  In 
such  language  that  a  plain  man  may  understand  and  appreciate,  better  than  ever  before, 
the  strains  of  the  "  sweet  singer  in  Israel  "-—iVl  F.  Reoordar. 

"  We  would  commend  it  to  the  public  as  a  rich  and  valuable  exposition  of  this  interest- 
ing portion  of  the  sacred  volume.  With  the  aid  it  offers,  many  will  read  the  Psalms  with 
fresh  delight,  as  it  will  enable  them  to  understand,  aa  they  never  have  before,  the  pecu- 
liar force  and  beauty  of  those  hallowed  songs  of  Zion."— C^rMion  Cbtenxr. 

<'  This  woric  is  honorable  alike  to  the  profound  scholarship  of  its  author,  and  to  the  bib- 
lical literature  of  our  country.  It  is  less  scholastle  than  some  of  the  author's  preceding 
works,  and  therefore  better  adapted  to  the  common  mind.  There  are  few  persons  who 
know  so  much  concerning  this  portion  of  the  scriptures,  even  thoM  who  have  been  most 
devoted  to  this  kind  of  study,  but  wiU  feel  that  the  author  of  this  work  has  opened  to 
them  many  "  green  pastures  "  of  which  they  had  no  Icnowledge  before."— jlZten^  Argui. 

"This  work  by  one  of  the  ripest  biblical  scholars  and  soundest  Theologians  in  tliii 
country,  promises  to  supply  a  want  which  has  long  been  felt  by  ministers." — Christian 
SeereUary. 

«  To  the  student  of  Scripture,  and  especially  to  the  clergy,  It  will  prove  a  valuable  aid, 
It  will,  of  course,  be  best  understood  and  appreciated  by  those  conversant  with  the  origi- 
nal ;  and  yet  the  careful  and  intelligent,  although  unlearned  reader,  wiU  find  much  in  it ' 
which  he  can  understand,  and  which  wUl  assist  his  comprehension  of  this  delightful  por- 
tion of  God's  word. 

No  one  who  wishes  fuUy  to  enter  into  the  meaning  of  this  delightful  portion  of  sacred 
Heripture,  can  afford  to  be  without  theee  volumes,  which  are  quite  intelligible  to  the  care- 
ful reader,  although  ignorant  of  the  original.  To  the  rtudent  of  theology  its  value  \n 
greatly  enhanced."— Pa.  Prabsterian. 
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SCHAFFS  CHIKCH  HISTOUV.— HisAy  of  the  Apos- 
Touc  Chdrch,  with  a  general  iutroduetioa  to  Church  His- 
tory. By  the  Rev.  Phiup  Schaff,  D.  D.  Translated  by 
the  Rev.  Edward  D.  Ykomans.  1  vol.  8  vo.  700  pages. 
Price,  $3  00 

"  Ererywhere  he  shows  grent  breadth,  comp«ss,  and  disouniTmieM  of  mind  ;  tboroufh 
hoDMtj  of  parMMe  and  caraeKtooHs  of  thought ;  an  ot>en,  childlike,  guileloM  ipirit ;  a  temper 
eminentlj  genial,  kindlj  and  catholic  ;  in  short  an  eve  for  beanty,  a  head  for  knowled^. 
and  a  heart  for  wisdom.  ThoM«  qualities  make  it  a  pleasure  and  a  profit  to  read  him,  exen 
when  we  are  dL«poiied  to  question  his  principles,  and  stand  out  from  his  conclosions.  We 
do  not  wish  to  exafirgerate  the  merita  of  the  book  ;  and  we  speak  rcstrainedlj  from  the  tm 
prei«!*ion  as  it  stands  in  oar  mind  fresh  from  the  study  of  its  paffes.  We  do  greatly  rejoice 
in  Dr.  SchoiT  '■  work.  To  the  bent  of  onr  indgment,  it  is  decidedly  a  great  book,  and  is  des- 
tmed  to  have  a  great  Influence.  "—JV.  F.  Chwchmcm 

"  Without  pledging  ourselves  for  the  Profesaor's  Theology,  as  it  may  be  developed  in  hi* 
future  volumes,  we  are  free  to  recommend  the  present  as  a  valuable  oontributioo  to  church 
Itistory,  which  no  clergyman  can  wisely  exclude  from  his  library." — PkUad.  Prttbiftaiau. 

*'  A  Inminona  and  truly  philosophical  church  history.  Hie  author  shows  himself  s 
thorol^^  master  of  his  subject,  capable  alike  in  dealing  in  minnta  details,  vitboat  being 
tedious,  and  of  illustrating  great  principles  without  being  unduly  abstract .  He  never 
leaves  us  for  a  moment  in  doubt  in  respect  to  hlR  meaning,  but  throws  cvcrr  statement  into 
broad  sunlight.  It  is  certa'mlj  a  remarkable  work,  and  mu«t  l>e  ihe  prodnct  of  a  remark- 
able mind.'*— Purt/an  Kn^i  ier 

''  We  regard  it  as  a  rooht  valuable  contribution  to  our  occle»ia«tical  Uterataro.  It  is  evi- 
dently the  result  of  niuch  carrful  study,  and  the  fruit  of  extensive  learning  ;  and  indicatet 
a  mind  peculiarly  fitted  fcr  historical  laboon." — N.  Y.  Obterver 

Hotioei  of  tlie  German  Edition. 

^^Thls  book  is  eminently  scholarlike  and  learned,  full  of  matter,  not  of  omde  materials, 
crammed  together  for  the  nonce  bjr  labour-saving  tricks,  but  of  various  and  well  digested 
knowledge,  the  result  of  systematic  training  and  long  continued  study.  B^des  evMencc 
of  solid  learning  which  the  book  contains^  it  bears  impress  of  an  original  and  rigorous  mInL 
not  only  in  the  clear  and  lively  mode  of 'representation,  but  also  in  the  large  and  elevated 
views  presented,  the  superiority  to  mere  empirical  minuteness,  and  the  oonstaat  evidence 
afforded  that  the  author's  eye  commands,  and  is  accustomed  to  command,  the  whole  Gotu 
at  a  glance  as  well  as  to  survey  more  cloeely  its  minuter  subdivisions.  In  point  of  stj  Ic^ 
and  indeed  of  literary  execution  generally,  there  is  no  Church  History  in  Gennaa  known  to 
us,  excepting  that  of  Uaiie,  that  deserves  to  be  compared  with  that  before  us.  The  rcli- 
^iouH  tone  and  spirit  of  the  work  are  such  as  to  leave  no  room  for  doubt  on  the  reader's 
mind  respecting  the  sincere  belief  and  piety  of  the  author.  Its  practical  tendency  b  nni- 
lormly  good." — Biblical  JitperUny  and  Princdon  Beoiew 

"The  work  bears  upon  it  the  marks  of  true  learning,  and  independent,  rigorons  thought, 
from  the  first  page  to  the  hist.  It  is  a  model  of  historical  order  and  deamess." — BQjtkdkeca 
Sacra  and  Am.  Bible  Repository ^fcnr  Oct.  1852,  and/or  Jany.,  1863. 

"We  have  now  before  us  a  volume  of  a  truly  scientific  work  produced  on  oar  own  soil, 
but  by  a  German  scholar.  It  Iwh  this  great  advantage  over  the  richest  works  of  the  kind 
in  Europe,  that  the  author  combines  the  painstaking  accuracy  and  scientific  insight  of  the 
(•erman,  with  the  practical  religious  life  of  the  Auierican  mind." — MHhoditt  Quar.  Bern. 

"We  predict  for  this  work  great  8ucces.<j,  not  only  in  this  country,  which  may  la  some 
•legree  cUim  it,  but  in  Europe,  nut  excluding  the  Fatherland  of  its  author.  Dr.  Schaff  pre* 
'^ents  to  us  discussions  on  the  numerous  aud  momentous  subjects,  of  which  the  outlines 
have  been  given,  marked  with  great  ability,  sound  judgment,  elevated  piety,  extensive  re- 
^earch,  and  genuine  Catholicism.  We  think  that  our  common  Cliristianity,  in  the  vsrious 
evangelical  forms  in  which  it  is  found,  will  bring  no  charge  of  heresy,  utter  no  complaint, 
and  manifest  no  disappointment.  It  strikes  us  that  it  would  be  exceedingly  diihcult  to 
write  a  book  of  this  kind,  we  mean  an  honest  book,  as  we  are  satisfied  thi«  l*i,  tliat  would 
embrace  so  much  that  all  Christians  regard  as  true,  and  at  the  same  time  w  Utile  from 
which  there  might  be  dissent.  From  the  firttt  page  to  the  Ust  we  admif%  the  wundness. 
*•«♦  may  say  orthodoxy  of  the  writer.  The  literary  execution  oCthls  work  is  admirable."— 
i::iuttgHical  Heeiew. 

"Tills  book  is  one  of  the  best  compendiums  extant,  of  church  history.  It  is  ihoroogfaly 
Chi-lHtian,  its  arrangement  clear,  ittt  style  lively  and  attractive,  and  it  contains  notices 
tif  the  most  recent  German  and  other  opinions  on  every  question  as  it  rises." — Bdimbtayk 
Heriao,for  JatMuuyy  1863. 

"This  is  the  flrti  learned  theological  work,  in  German,  composed  in  the  United  ^atc*, 
and  undoubtedly  the  best  published  on  that  subject  in  that  cotin^.  I  hail  the  work  in 
both  respects  aa  the  harbinger  of  a  great  and  glorious  future.  It  is  worthy  of  a  German 
scholar,  of  a  disciple  of  Neandor,  (to  whom  the  work  Is  dedicated,)  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  a  believing  and  free  Cliristian  and  Protestant  r  it  Ktand.<i  on  German  groond, 
but  it  Is  none  the  lesn  original  for  that." — Dr.  Bvn.<'^'$  Tlyjfj/oltjlus 
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WEST'S  ANALYSIIiJ  OF  THE  HOLY  BIBLE.  FIFTH 
THOUSAND  NOW  READY.  A  Complete  Analysis  of 
the  Holy  Bible,  containing  the  whole  of  the  New  and  Old 
Testaments,  collected  and  arranged  systematically  in  thu*ty 
books,  (based  on  the  work  of  the  learned  Talbot)  together 
with  an  introduction,  setting  forth  the  character  of  the 
work,  and  the  immense  facility  this  method  affords  for  un- 
derstanding the  word  of  God.  Also  three  different  tables 
of  contents  prefixed,  and  a  General  Index  subjoined,  so 
elaborated  and  arranged  in  alphabetical  order,  as  to  direct 
at  once  to  any  subject  required.  By  Rev.  Nathaniel 
West,  D.D.  1  vol.  royal  8vo.,  about  1000  pages.  Price 
$5  00.    In  half  calf,  $6  50  in  morocco  extra,  $9  00. 

A  dnc^  gUnoe  ftt  the  Tkble  of  Gontenti  and  Index  exhibits  at  once  the  great  ralue  and 
arailabllit/  of  the  work.  In  the  arrangement,  beeldea  the  Alphabetical  Index,  there  are 
tidrty  Booka  two  hundred  and  elg^jr-fiTe  chapters,  and  altogether  foor  thousand  one 
hundred  and  fortj-fonr  nctions,  and  the  whole  bo  complete  as  to  render  ererjr  portion  of 
the  wOTk— -and  thus  ci  the  whole  Bible— at  the  perfect  command  of  the  inquirer.  No  other 
work  bat  a  complete  analjA  of  the  Bible  can  do  this,  as  it  respects  every  subject  taught 
in  the  Book  of  God,  and  hitherto  no  such  analysis  has  appeared  in  this  country. 

Glroulars  containing  testlmoaials  from  the  fbUowing  deigjrmen,  ean  be  had  on  applica- 
tion: 

BoT.  Gardhier  Spring,  D.D.,  Ber.  John  M.  Krebs,  D.D.,  Ber.  B.  W.  Dickinson,  D.D.,  Bev. 
Joseph  MoEho/,  D.D.,  Ber.  N.  Murray,  D.D.,  Bev.  James  M.  Hacdonald,  Bev.  James  W. 
Alexander,  D.O.,  Bev.  W.  W.  FhUips,  D.D.,  Bev.  David  Elliot,  D.D.,  Bev.  M.  W.  Jacobus, 
D.D.,  Ber.  H.  A.  Boardman,  D.D.,  Bev.  J.  N.  McLeod,  D.D.,  Bev.  John  Knox,  D.D.y  Bev. 
C.  C.  Van  Arsdale,  D.D.,  Bev.  Qeargo  W.  Bethune,  D.D.,  Bev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.D.,  Bev. 
N.  J.  Ifarselus,  D.a,  Bev.  A.  T.  McOill,  D.D.,  Bev.  B.  P.  Swift,  D.D.,  Bev.  Wm.  Paxton, 
Bev.  0.  H.  Miller,  Bev.  Wm.  M.  Engles,  D.D.,  Bev.  Joseph  H.  Jones,  D.D.,  Bev.  Wm.  NeU, 
D.D.,  Bev.  G.  W.  Mnsgrave,  D.D.,  Bev.  David  McKinney,  D.D.,  Bev.  Lewis  Cheeeeman, 
D.D.,  Bev.  Wm.  D.  Schenck,  Bev.  Francis  D.  lAdd,  Bev.  Daniel  Gaston,  Bev.  John  Ley- 
bum,  D.D.,  Bev.  C.  C  Jonee,  D.D.,  Bev.  Daniel  McKinley,  D.D.,  Bev.  C.  Van  BemneIaer,D.D. 

From  the  commendatory  notioee  given  by  the  above  clergymen,  the  /bllowing  extracts 
have  been  selected : 

The  Bev.  David  EUiot,  D.D.  L.L.D.,  of  Western  Theological  Seminary,  In  an  extended 
notice,  says : 

"I  feel  great  freedom  In  recommending  it  to  the  patronage  of  the  Christian  public  as  a 
work  of  no  common  merit.  Its  comprehensive  plan,  embracing  the  whole  Bible  :  its  admi- 
rable arrangement  reducing  it  to  its  elementary  principles ;  its  exact  andscientiflo  a^ust- 
aent  of  topics,  assigning  to  each  Its  proposition  *  its  lucid  exhibition  of  God's  unadidter- 
ated  truth,  connect^  its  related  parts  in  one  distinct  point  of  vision,  combine  to  render  the 
wotk  of  one  incalculable  value  to  the  careful  student  of  the  Word  of  God.  With  this  volume  In 
his  hand,  the  unlettered  Christian,  as  well  as  the  instructed  Theolodan,  can  learn  at  once, 
and  in  a  very  brief  space  of  time,  what  the  Word  of  God  says  in  rmerence  to  any  subject 
of  either  Fkith  or  Practice." 

The  Bev.  M.  W.  Jacobus,  D.D.,  Western  Theological  Seminaxy  : 

"  It  is  a  plain,  a  sincere,  and  most  intelligent  effort  to  reduce  the  entire  teachings  of  the 
HoIt  Scriptures  in  a  methodical  form,  with  no  party  or  theory  to  promote  by  the  under- 
taking. It  is  ttiat  kind  of  help  to  Bible  study  which  the  merchant  adopts  in  the  Ledger  : 
It  posts  up  all  Uie  things  of  all  the  Inspired  Books,  and  all  who  deal  in  scripture  truth  will 
ihid  this  volume  an  auxiliary  to  their  daily  studleti.  It  'gathers  the  fragments  that  noth 
ingbelosf' 
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NOTICES   OP   west's   ANALYSIS   OF  THE   HOLY   BIBLE. 

The  Eev.  Alex.  T.  McOiU,  D.D.  : 

"This  book  is  Jatt  a  broad  margin  'or  ofl,  proAondly  elaborated,  and  for  the  moat  part 
judlciooxly  filled  ;  the  best  of  the  kind  perhaps  erer  pnbltehed  in  any  language.  Its  great 
eonrenience  will  make  It  welcome.  But  the  best  bnieflt  U  brings  u  the  oomprahensive 
manner  in  which  it  indicates  the  meaning  of  God's  Word  at  onoe,bj  the  topic  under  wbidi 
the  text  is  arranged,  and  the  collation  with  which  it  is  Ulominated  by  the  parallel  paaaagas 
fully  written  out  for  the  reader.** 

The  Rer.  Wm.  H.  Paxton : 

"He  presents  the  Bible  as  a  complete  armorr,  with  eadi  wei^on  of  warlkre  to  eon- 
^niently  classified,  and  so  distinetly  labeled,  that  any  one  can  arm  hlmsdf  at  will  for  any 

conflict." 

The  Ber.  Gardiner  ^»ring,  D.D. : 

"I  hare  no  doubt  that  tills  'Onnplete  AnalysiB  of  the  Holy  BtUe'  is  the  best  thing  of  flie 
kind  now  extant,  or  likely  to  be  produced." 

"This  work  needs  no  commendation.  The  most  cursory  clance  at  its  general  stmc- 
ture,  will  show  ministers  especially,  that  they  cannot  am>rd  to  dispense  with  it  It  is 
nothing  less  than  the  entire  Word  of  God,  cLasaifled  into  books,  se^ons,  chapters,  and 
so  arranged,  that  under  each  topic  may  be  found  all  that  the  Soiptures  say  on  Uie  sub- 
ject The  entire  passages  are  given,  so  that  they  need  not  be  looked  out,  as  where  a  con- 
cordance is  used.  Such  a  book  will  therefore  save  time,  and  enrich  more  thoronghlr  with 
the  treasures  of  the  Bible  the  preacher's  discourses.  Sabbatll  School  Teachers  will  aJso 
find  it  an  invaluable  aid,  as  indeed,  will  all  who  wish  to  have  the  Word  of  God  interpret 
itself  for  their  instruction  and  edification."— Preriiyeoiaii. 

"  It  will  be  invaluable  to  the  Clergyaian  or  Sabbath  Sduxd  Teacher,  and  full  of  inteivst 
and  instruction  to  all  who  desire  to  master  the  contents  of  tills  blessed  rolttme.  The 
Indexes  are  exceedingly  full  and  accurate,  and  greaUy  enhance  the  value  of  the  book." — 
N.  r.  BwmgdisL 

"  This  very  valuable  volume  is  a  work  of  immense  labor  and  love.  It  la  only  necessary 
to  look  over  the  indexes  of  this  large  and  important  volume,  and  to  become  poseened  of 
the  plan  and  its  execution  on  any  one  suhject,  to  be  convinced  that  the  whole  work  is  of 
great  merit  and  value. — N.  Y.  Jnd^^endent.^' 

"  nils  is  one  of  the  moat  Important  worics  which  has  ever  appeared  in  iUnstrathm  of  ttie 
Holy  Scriptures.  The  compilef  deserves,  and  will  doubtless  receive  the  thanks  of  tlie 
whole  of  Christendom  for  his  important  work,  M  its  arrangement  is  applicable  to  the  Bible 
in  any  language  and  any  version."— I«terary  Wdrid. 

"  The  whole  of  the  Bible  is  daraifled  and  divided,  nnd^  appropriate  headings,  to  that 
this  work  is  not  only  an  analysis  but  a  concordance  and  reference  ^ble  of  the  fuUest  order. 
We  feel  that  we  cannot  commend  it  *oo  warmly.  It  is  the  best  of  puli^t  assistanto,  and  a 
book  for  every  famUy  that  delights  to  search  the  Scriptures.  "—CAristiem  IntdUgmoer. 

"  It  Is  the  Bible  itself— the  entire  Bible,  arranged  according  to  sul^ects.  The  anange- 
ment  Is  simple,  and  one  great  advantage  is,  that  the  passages  cited  are  printed  entire,  ob- 
viatfng  the  necessity  of  turning  to  the  Bible.  It  fills  an  important  space  which  was  not 
occupied  before  by  any  work  sufficiently  accurate  and  comprehensive." — N.  T.  Obterver. 

"The  successful  extension  of  the  plan  on  which  this  work  is  constructed,  oonld  have 
only  proceeded  from  Herculean  labor  and  painstaking.  It  will  aid  the  religious  reader  as 
weu  as  the  professional  student."— i\r.  F.  Tribune. 

"  The  work  seems  to  us  to  be  next  to  the  Bible  itself— the  most  valuable  of  aU  books  'to 
clergymen,  and  almost  equally  indispeniokble  to  jurists  and  all  others  who  ever  have  occa- 
sion to  fortify  an  argument  bv  Scriptural  authority.  Dr.  West  has  produced  a  work  whieb 
will  form  an  essential  part  of  every  library." — y.  T.  CommerddL 

"In  our  estimation  at  least,  the  purchase  of  this  volume  will  more  benefit  the  buyer 
than  the  seller.  It  is  one  of  those  tune  and  labor-savinghelps  which  every  thorough  stu- 
dent and  economist  of  time  knows  how  to  value."— iVl  r\CliMrekmam. 

"  It  will  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  foundation  stones  of  a  minister's  library.  It  will  also 
be  highly  praised  by  beads  of  families,  Sunday-school  teachers,  and  persons  of  all  profees- 
ions. '  *—Prabjflerian  Magaitine. 
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COMPLETE  WORKS  OF  JOHN  M.  MASON,  D.  D.  4 
vols.  12mo.,  with  Portrait — a  new  and  Revised  Edition. 
Price  $4  60. 

"  Thisy  are  peculiarly  valaable  for  young  preachers  and  gtudente — not  onlr  for  what 
they  are.  but  for  the  spirit  with  which  they  are  inspired.  There  is  a  maffical  lue  and  en- 
ergy hi  Dr.  Mason's  style,  and  a  terseness  and  point  of  logic,  which  wUl  find  sympathy 
with  this  clan,  and  furnish  them  a  most  admirable  model.  The  contents  of  the  Toiumes 
are  various ;  essavs  on  important  sut^ects,  letters,  controversial  aivuments.  sermons  and 
oratioDs — a  complete  transcript  of  the  multitudinous  and  masterly  Ulbort  of  his  life.  All 
are  good  and  most  of  them  great"— i\r.  F.  StntHfdUt 

''  We  are  glad  to  tee  another  edition  of  Dr.  Mason^s  Woriu  demanded  by  the  religions 
world :  they  will  bear  reading  again  and  again ;  and  their  frequent  perusal  will  do  good  to 
both  the  head  and  the  heart  The  editor  has  discharged  his  duty  with  admirable  taste 
andjudjfment"— i^.  T.  Cowmtrcial 

''The  present  edition  is  a  beautiful  one  hi  aU  respectB,  and  we  must  luppoee  it  will  be 
eagerly  sought  after,  and  espedaUy  by  those  who  would  posseai  a  good  theological 
library.  "-^AOod.  Prettgterkm, 


THE  PRINCETON  PULPIT— Original  coutributions  from 
the  pens  of  Rev.  Samuel  Miller,  D.  D.,  Rev.  James  Camar 
han,  D.D.,  Rev.  Charles  Hodge,  D.D.,  Rev.  John  MacLean, 
D.D.,  Rev.  James.  W.  Alexander,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Albert  B. 
Dod,  D.  D.,  Rev.  M.  B.  Hope,  D.  D.,  Rev.  John  Forsyth, 
D.  D.,  Rev.  J.  Addison  Alexander,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Archibald 
Alexander,  D.D.,  Rev.  Wm.  E.  Schenck,  Rev.  Wm.  H. 
Greene,  &e.,  in  1  vol.    Cloth.    $1  60. 

"  A  collection  of  dlscoorses  that  wiU  be  highly  prised  by  thousands  a«  a  precious  memo- 
rial of  men  they  have  known  and  loved :  as  weu  as  for  the  intrinsic  excellence  of  the  ser- 
mons themselves,  which  may  be  regarded  as  among  the  happiest  productions  of  their 
Authors."— iVeto  York  Obterver." 


LECTURES  ON  PASTORAL  THEOLOGY.  By  Rev. 
James  Spencer  Cannon,  D.  D.,  Late  Professor  of  Pastoral 
Theology  and  Ecclesiastical  History  and  Government,  in  the 
Theological  Seminary  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  New 
Brunswick,  N.  J.     1  vol.  8vo.    $2  00. 

Iliese  Lectures  ^thirty-six  in  number)  are  the  result  of  the  matured  labors  of  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  divines  and  theological  professors  of  the  protientage.  As  it  is  believed, 
there  is  no  work  extant  on  the  suligect  of  which  these  Lectures  treat,  that  is  calculated 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  very  large  body  of  the  "evangelical  pastors  "  scattered  through- 
out our  land,  the  forthcoming  volume  will  be  found  to  fill  a  niche  in  the  department  of 
pastoral  helps  which  the  arduous  work  and  deep  responsibilities  of  the  Gospel  ministry 
loudly  demand.  They  combine,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  twofold  advantages  of  a  direct- 
ory or  guide,  and  encouragements  to  pastoral  fldeUty,  in  the  exercise  of  the  functions  of  a 
**  co-worker  with  Christ"  Nor  are  they  scarcely  less  adapted  to  flU  a  desideratum  in  the 
wants  of  every  Christian  (kmily.  The  name  of  the  learned  and  deeply  lamented  author  is 
a  sufficient  guarantee  to  the  general  character  of  the  work. 

"  These  Lectures  are  written  in  a  plain  and  clear  style  ;  they  abound  In  poetical  wisdom , 
and  cannot  fail  to  be  usefuL  They  deserve  a  place  in  every  Evangelical  Minister's  Library; 
and  ought  to  be  the  vade  meatm  of  the  youthnil  Pastor."— PAOoo.  PrabjfUrioH. 

"These  Lectures  form  a  more  complete  and  systematic  treatise  on  the  subject  of  Pas- 
toral Theology  than  we  know  of.  They  survev  the  whole  field  of  the  pastor's  duties,  pre- 
itenUng  rules  for  their  discharge  and  discvssUig  the  principles  on  which  they  are  based, 
with  a  clearness,  depth  and  Scriptural  fullness  which  are  always  refireshingand  often  mas- 
terly. "—JV.  r.  EvangditL 
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